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Preface
This dictionary contains the essential words and phrases needed for everyday
communication by learners of English and information on how these words and
phrases are commonly used. It builds on the Easier English™ Basic Dictionary
and is especially useful for intermediate learners of all ages who are expanding
their vocabulary and knowledge of English.

Each main word, including compound words and phrasal verbs, has its own
easy-to-find entry in bold type and a pronunciation in the International Phonetic
Alphabet. The relative frequency of the most commonly used words is indicated.
Common phrases, verb patterns and idioms associated with the main term are
shown in bold type and separately defined within the entry.

The meanings of the main common senses of each word are given clearly and
simply, using a limited and easily understood vocabulary. Meanings are grouped
together by their part of speech. Examples are given for words that are likely to be
used in practice, to provide patterns for the user’s own production of English
sentences. The prepositions that are regularly used with a word are also shown for
common words, in square brackets. Some less frequently encountered words,
which may only need to be recognised and understood, are given definitions only.
Noted at the end of some entries are words with a different part of speech whose
meanings can be easily understood from the rest of the entry.

Extra help is offered in Notes at the end of some entries. These include warnings
about words which can be confused with each other and unusual inflected forms.
The major differences between US and British spelling are noted.



Parts of Speech

abbr (abbreviation) interj (interjection) prefix
adj (adjective) modal verb prep (preposition)
adv (adverb) n (noun) pron (pronoun)
article plural noun (always v (verb)
conj (conjunction) takes a plural verb)

Symbols

�  �  � indicates words which are commonly used, from � the most
basic and essential, � frequent and useful to know, to
� starting to develop a wider vocabulary.

� before a new part of speech
� before examples
� before a phrase or idiom
� before an idiom
� an explanation  of the word will be found at the place indicated
� extra information will be found at the place indicated

Pronunciation
The following symbols have been used to show the pronunciation of the main words in the
dictionary.
Stress is indicated by a main stress mark ( � ) and a secondary stress mark ( � ) . Note that
these are only guides, as the stress of the word changes according to its position in the
sentence.

Vowels Consonants
� back b buck
ɑ� harm d dead
ɒ stop ð other
a type d� jump
aυ how f fare
aə hire � gold
aυə hour h head
ɔ� course j yellow
ɔ annoy k cab
e head l leave
eə fair m mix
e make n nil
eυ go ŋ sing
�� word p print
i� keep r rest
i happy s save
ə about ʃ shop
 fit t take
ə near tʃ change
u annual θ theft
u� pool v value
υ book w work
υə tour x loch
' shut � measure

z zone



A
aa1 /e/, A noun the first letter of the alpha-
bet, followed by B � Do you mean ‘de-
pendant’ spelt with an ‘a’ or ‘dependent’
with an ‘e’? � from A to Z completely, all
the way through
aa2 /ə, e/, an /ən, �n/ article 1. one � an
enormous hole � a useful guidebook �
She’s bought a new car. � I want a cup of
tea. � We had to wait an hour for the bus.
(NOTE: an is used before words beginning
with a, e, i, o, u and with h if the h is not pro-
nounced: an apple or an hour. a is used be-
fore words beginning with all other letters
and also before u where u is pronounced
/ju
/ : a useful guidebook) 2. for each or to
each � Apples cost £1.50 a kilo. � The car
was travelling at 50 kilometres an hour. �

He earns £100 a day.
A&EA&E /�e ənd i
/ abbr accident and emer-
gency
abackaback /ə |b�k/ adv � taken aback sur-
prised and shocked by something unpleas-
ant � She was somewhat taken aback when
he told her there was no train that evening.
abacusabacus /�bəkəs/ noun an object used
for counting consisting of a frame with
balls which can be moved on bars
abandon

� abandon /ə|b�ndən/ (abandons,
abandoning, abandoned) verb 1. to leave
someone or something in an unkind way �
The dog had been abandoned by its owner.
2. to leave somewhere for ever � The vil-
lage had been abandoned when the dam
was built. 3. to give up or stop doing some-
thing � The company has decided to aban-
don the project. � We abandoned the idea
of setting up a London office.
abandonedabandoned /ə|b�ndənd/ adj no longer
used or lived in
abandonmentabandonment /ə |b�ndənmənt/ noun
the act or process of leaving someone or
something without help
abashedabashed /ə |b�ʃt/ adj ashamed or embar-
rassed
abateabate /ə |bet/ (abates, abating, abated)
verb to become less strong or forceful
(formal)

abattoirabattoir /�bətwɑ
/ noun a place where
animals are killed for meat
abbeyabbey /�bi/ noun 1. a place where a
community of Christian monks or nuns
live 2. a large church � Westminster Abbey
abbreviatedabbreviated /ə |bri
vietd/ adj short-
ened by having something left out
abbreviationabbreviation /ə |�bri
vi|eʃ(ə)n/ noun a
short form of a word. Compare acronym
abdicateabdicate /�bdket/ (abdicates, abdi-
cating, abdicated) verb 1. to give up the
position as king or queen of a country 2. to
fail to carry out a duty or responsibility
(formal) (NOTE: + abdication n)
abdomenabdomen /�bdəmən/ noun the space in
the front part of your body, containing the
stomach and other organs
abdominalabdominal /�b|dɒmn(ə)l/ adj referring
to the abdomen
abductabduct /�b |d�kt/ (abducts, abducting,
abducted) verb to take someone away, usu-
ally by force (NOTE: + abduction n)
aberrationaberration /��bə |reʃ(ə)n/ noun an ac-
tion or thing which is not usual or expected
(formal)
abhorrentabhorrent /əb|hɒrənt/ adj horrible or
disgusting (formal )
abideabide /ə |bad/ (abides, abiding, abode or
abided) verb 1. � to abide by to keep to
rules, agreements or customs � You must
abide by the rules of the game. � We have
to abide by the decision of the referee. 2. �
can’t abide something to dislike some-
thing or someone � I can’t abide the smell
of cigars. � If you can’t abide him, why do
you accept his invitation?
abidingabiding /ə |badŋ/ adj lasting a long time
(formal)
ability

� ability /ə |blti/ (plural abilities) noun
1. a natural tendency to do something well
[~in] � I admire his ability to stay calm un-
der pressure. � We can develop their natu-
ral abilities in music further. � I’ll do it to
the best of my ability I’ll do it as well as I
can 2. the fact of being clever � suitable for
different levels of ability (NOTE: no plural in
this sense)
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abject 2
abjectabject /�bd�ekt/ adj (formal) 1. very bad
� abject poverty 2. making you feel
ashamed � an abject apology � abject ter-
ror
ablazeablaze /ə |blez/ adv 1. on fire � Thirty
hectares of trees were ablaze. 2. shining
brightly � At midnight the house was still
ablaze with lights.
able

� able /eb(ə)l/ adj 1. � to be able to do
something to be capable of something or
have the chance to do something � They
weren’t able to find the house. � Will you
be able to come to the meeting? 2. good at
doing something, or good at doing many
things � She’s a very able manager. �
There are special activities for able chil-
dren.
able-bodiedable-bodied /�eb(ə)l bɒdid/ adj fit and
healthy
ablyably /ebli/ adv in a very competent or ef-
ficient way
abnormalabnormal /�b |nɔ
m(ə)l/ adj not normal
abnormalityabnormality /��bnɔ
|m�lti/ (plural ab-
normalities) noun 1. the state of being ab-
normal 2. something which is abnormal
aboardaboard /ə |bɔ
d/ adv, prep on a ship or ve-
hicle � The passengers went aboard the
‘Queen Elizabeth’ at 10 p.m. � When the
ship docked, customs officers came aboard
to inspect the cargo.
abodeabode /ə|bəυd/ noun the place where
someone lives (literary) � of no fixed
abode with no permanent address (formal)
abolishabolish /ə|bɒlʃ/ (abolishes, abolishing,
abolished) verb to get rid of something
such as a law or right
abolitionabolition /��bə |lʃ(ə)n/ noun the act of
abolishing something such as a law or right
abominableabominable /ə |bɒmnəb(ə)l/ adj very
bad (formal)
AboriginalAboriginal /��bə|rd�n(ə)l/ adj refer-
ring to Aborigines � noun same as Aborig-
ine
AborigineAborigine /�bə|rd�ni/ noun an Aus-
tralian who is a member of the peoples who
lived in Australia before Europeans arrived
abortabort /ə |bɔ
t/ (aborts, aborting, abort-
ed) verb 1. to stop something taking place
2. to perform an abortion on a foetus
abortionabortion /ə |bɔ
ʃ(ə)n/ noun the ending of
a woman’s pregnancy before a live infant
can be born
abortiveabortive /ə|bɔ
tv/ adj attempted without
success
about

� about /ə |baυt/ prep 1. referring to
something � He told me all about his oper-
ation. � What do you want to speak to the

doctor about? 2. � to be about to do some-
thing to be going to do something very
soon � We were about to go home when you
arrived. 3. not exactly � I’ve been waiting
for about four hours. � She’s only about fif-
teen years old. � while you’re about it at
the same time as the thing you are doing �
While you’re about it, can you post this let-
ter? � how about? 1. what do you think
about? � We can’t find a new chairperson
for the club – What about Sarah? 2. would
you like a cup of tea? � while you’re about
it at the same time as the thing you are do-
ing � While you’re about it, can you post
this letter?
about-turnabout-turn /əbaυt |t#
n/, about-face
noun 1. an order to soldiers to turn to face
in the opposite direction 2. an act of chang-
ing your plans or policy to the opposite of
what you did before
above

� above /ə |b�v/ prep 1. higher than �

The plane was flying above the clouds. �
The temperature in the street was above 30
degrees. � At prices above £20, nobody
will buy it. 2. older than � If you are above
18, you have to pay the full fare. 3. louder
than � I couldn’t hear the telephone above
the noise of the drills.
above boardabove board /ə |�b�v bɔ
d/ adj openly
honest and legal
abrasiveabrasive /ə |bresv/ adj rude and impa-
tient in dealing with people � noun a sub-
stance which rubs away a surface � Avoid
using abrasives to clean this surface.
abreastabreast /ə|brest/ adv side by side
abridgedabridged /ə |brd�d/ adj shortened by re-
moving parts of a text
abroad

� abroad /ə |brɔ
d/ adv in or to another
country � I lived abroad for three years.
abruptabrupt /ə |br�pt/ adj 1. sudden 2. using
few words and not being very polite
abruptlyabruptly /ə|br�ptli/ adv briefly and im-
politely
abruptnessabruptness /ə |br�ptnəs/ noun the fact
of using few words and not being very po-
lite
abscessabscess /�bses/ noun a collection of
pus in the body
abscondabscond /əb|skɒnd/ (absconds, ab-
sconding, absconded) verb (formal) 1. to
leave somewhere suddenly and secretly
[~with] � The sports club’s treasurer ab-
sconded with their funds. 2. to escape from
prison
abseilabseil /�bsel/ (abseils, abseiling, ab-
seiled) verb to come down a cliff or wall
using a fixed rope wound around your
body
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3 accelerate
absence

� absence /�bsəns/ noun the fact of
being away from a place [~from] � She did
not explain her absence from the meeting.
� in the absence of, in someone’s absence
because someone or something is not there
� In the absence of the chairman orIn the
chairman’s absence, his deputy took over.
� In the absence of any official support, we
had to raise our own funds.
absent

� absent /�bsənt/ adj not there � Ten of
the staff are absent with flu.
absenteeabsentee /��bsən |ti
/ noun a person
who is not there
absenteeismabsenteeism /��bs(ə)n|ti
z(ə)m/
noun the act or fact of deliberately staying
away from work
absent-mindedabsent-minded /��bs(ə)nt mandd/
adj often forgetting things
absolute

� absolute /�bsəlu
t/ adj complete or
total
absolutely

� absolutely adv 1. /�bsəlu
tli/ com-
pletely � I am absolutely sure I left the keys
in my coat pocket. 2. /��bsə |lu
tli/ yes, of
course � Did you build it yourself? – Abso-
lutely!
absolveabsolve /əb |zɒlv/ (absolves, absolving,
absolved) verb to remove blame for a sin
from someone
absorb

� absorb /əb|zɔ
b/ (absorbs, absorb-
ing, absorbed) verb 1. to take in something
such as a liquid � The water should be ab-
sorbed by the paper. � Salt absorbs mois-
ture from the air. 2. to reduce a shock � The
car’s springs are supposed to absorb any
shock from the road surface.
absorbentabsorbent /əb |zɔ
bənt/ adj which can
absorb something such as a liquid
absorbingabsorbing /əb |zɔ
bŋ/ adj very interest-
ing
absorptionabsorption /əb |zɔ
pʃən/ noun 1. the act
of absorbing something or of being ab-
sorbed 2. the fact of being very interested
in something
abstainabstain /əb|sten/ (abstains, abstain-
ing, abstained) verb 1. deliberately not to
do something [~from] � His doctor recom-
mended he should abstain from drinking
coffee for six months. 2. not to vote on a
matter
abstentionabstention /əb |stenʃən/ noun the act or
fact of deliberately not voting on a matter
abstinenceabstinence /�bstnəns/ noun the act or
fact of deliberately not doing something,
especially not drinking alcohol
abstractabstract /�bstr�kt/ adj 1. which exists
only in the mind rather than in the physical

world 2. (of art) which does not copy things
exactly as they appear
abstract nounabstract noun /��bstr�kt naυn/ noun
a noun that refers to an idea or quality, e.g.
‘truth’
absurdabsurd /əb |s#
d/ adj completely unrea-
sonable or impossible to believe � It’s ab-
surd to expect you will win the lottery if you
only buy one ticket.
abundanceabundance /ə|b�ndəns/ noun a large
quantity
abundantabundant /ə|b�ndənt/ adj existing in
large quantities
abundantlyabundantly /ə|b�ndənt(ə)li/ adv in
large or more than large enough quantities
abuse

� abuse1 /ə|bju
s/ noun 1. very bad
treatment � the sexual abuse of children �
She suffered physical abuse in prison.
(NOTE: no plural in this sense) 2. a bad use
of something � The government’s action is
an abuse of power. 3. rude words � The
people being arrested shouted abuse at the
police. (NOTE: no plural in this sense)
abuseabuse2 /ə|bju
z/ (abuses, abusing,
abused) verb 1. to treat someone very bad-
ly, usually physically or sexually � She had
been abused as a child. 2. to make the
wrong use of something � He abused his
position as finance director. 3. to say rude
things about someone � The crowd noisily
abused the group of politicians as they en-
tered the building.
abusiveabusive /ə |bju
sv/ adj 1. rude and in-
sulting � an abusive letter � He had too
much to drink and became abusive. 2.
treating someone in a violent or cruel way,
or referring to a violent and cruel situation
� an abusive father � an abusive relation-
ship
abysmalabysmal /ə |bzm(ə)l/ adj extremely bad
abyssabyss /ə |bs/ noun 1. a deep hole 2. a hor-
rible or frightening situation
academic

� academic /��kə |demk/ adj 1. relat-
ing to study at a university � Members of
the academic staff received a letter from
the principal. 2. only in theory, not in prac-
tice � It is only of academic interest. � noun
a university teacher � All her friends are
academics.
academyacademy /ə |k�dəmi/ noun 1. a college
where specialised subjects are taught 2. a
private society for the study of art or sci-
ence
accelerateaccelerate /ək |seləret/ (accelerates,
accelerating, accelerated) verb to go fast-
er � Don’t accelerate when you get to traf-
fic lights.
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accelerator 4
accelerator

� accelerator /ək |seləretə/ noun a
pedal which makes a car go faster
accentaccent /�ksənt/ noun 1. a particular
way of pronouncing something � He
speaks with an American accent. 2. the
stronger or louder part of a word or sen-
tence � In the word ‘letter’ the accent is on
the first syllable. 3. a mark over a letter
showing a particular way of pronouncing it
� Café has an accent on the ‘e’. 4. empha-
sis � The accent is on youth unemployment.
accentuateaccentuate /�k|sentʃuet/ (accentu-
ates, accentuating, accentuated) verb to
put emphasis on something
accept

� accept /ək|sept/ (accepts, accepting,
accepted) verb 1. to take and keep a
present � We hope you will accept this little
gift. 2. to say ‘yes’ or to agree to something
� She accepted the offer of a job in Austral-
ia. � I invited her to come with us and she
accepted. (NOTE: Do not confuse with ex-
cept.)
acceptable

� acceptable /ək |septəb(ə)l/ adj good
enough to be accepted, although not partic-
ularly good � Fighting in the street is not
acceptable behaviour. � Smoking is be-
coming less socially acceptable. � A small
gift of flowers would be very acceptable. �
The offer is not acceptable to the vendor.
acceptance

� acceptance /ək|septəns/ noun 1. the
act of taking something which is offered 2.
the act or fact of agreeing to do something
accepted

� accepted /ək |septd/ adj which is
taken as correct by most people
access

� access /�kses/ noun a way of reach-
ing a place � The concert hall has access
for wheelchairs. � At present there is no
access to the site. � to have access to
something to be able to reach a place, meet
a person, or obtain something � I’ll have
access to the studio day and night. � The
company has access to substantial funds. �
verb (accesses, accessing, accessed) to
get information from a computer � She
tried to access the address list.
access courseaccess course /�kses kɔ
s/ noun a
course of study designed to qualify some-
one for higher education
accessibleaccessible /ək|sesb(ə)l/ adj 1. easily
reached � They live on a farm which is not
accessible by car. 2. easy to read or under-
stand � Her style of writing is quite acces-
sible. 3. suitable for disabled people � ac-
cessible toilets � accessible holidays
accessory

� accessory /ək |sesəri/ (plural acces-
sories) noun 1. a useful piece of equip-
ment, added to others 2. a small item of
clothing 3. a person who helps someone

commit a crime [~to] � an accessory to the
crime
accident

� accident /�ksd(ə)nt/ noun 1. an un-
pleasant thing which happens and causes
damage or injury � He lost his leg in an ac-
cident at work. � She was involved in a car
accident and had to go to hospital. 2.
something that happens unexpectedly �
Their third baby was an accident. � by ac-
cident without being planned or expected
� He found the missing papers by accident.
accidentalaccidental /��ks |dent(ə)l/ adj happen-
ing without being planned or expected � an
accidental meeting � accidental damage �

His death was not accidental.
accidentallyaccidentally /��ks |dent(ə)li/ adv with-
out being planned or expected
acclaimacclaim /ə |klem/ noun great praise
acclaimedacclaimed /ə |klemd/ adj much praised,
especially publicly
accoladeaccolade /�kəled/ noun a thing given
to someone as a sign of praise
accommodate

� accommodate /ə |kɒmədet/ (ac-
commodates, accommodating, accom-
modated) verb to provide someone with a
place to live
accommodatingaccommodating /ə|kɒmədetŋ/ adj
taking trouble to help people
accommodation

� accommodation /ə|�kɒmə |deʃ(ə)n/
noun a place to live or somewhere to stay
for a short time � Are you still looking for
accommodation? � Visitors have difficulty
in finding hotel accommodation during the
summer. (NOTE: In British English, accom-
modation has no plural.)
accompanimentaccompaniment /ə |k�mp(ə)nimənt/
noun 1. music played to accompany some-
one singing or playing an instrument � a
piece for violin with piano accompaniment
2. a thing which accompanies something �
They served cranberry sauce as an accom-
paniment to the turkey.
accompany

� accompany /ə |k�mp(ə)ni/ (accom-
panies, accompanying, accompanied)
verb 1. to go with someone or something �
She accompanied me to the door. 2. to play
a musical instrument while someone else
plays another instrument or sings � She
sang and was accompanied on the piano
by her father. (NOTE: accompanied by
someone or something)
accompliceaccomplice /ə|k�mpls/ noun a person
who helps another person to commit a
crime
accomplishaccomplish /ə |k�mplʃ/ (accomplish-
es, accomplishing, accomplished) verb
to do something successfully � You won’t
accomplish anything by arguing.
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5 ache
accomplishedaccomplished /ə|k�mplʃt/ adj talent-
ed or skilled
accomplishmentaccomplishment /ə|k�mplʃmənt/
noun the successful finishing of something
after a lot of work
accordaccord /ə|kɔ
d/ noun 1. an agreement 2.
[~between] � of your own accord without
being ordered or forced by anyone � Of his
own accord he decided to sell the business
and retire to a Greek island. � verb (ac-
cords, according, accorded) to give
something to someone as an honour
accordinglyaccordingly /ə|kɔ
dŋli/ adv as a result
of something just mentioned
according to

� according to /ə |kɔ
dŋ tu
/ prep 1. as
someone says or writes � The washing ma-
chine was installed according to the manu-
facturer’s instructions. � According to the
police, the car was going too fast. 2. in
agreement with rules or a system � Every-
thing went according to plan or schedule.
3. in relation to � The teachers have sepa-
rated the children into classes according to
their ages.
accostaccost /ə |kɒst/ (accosts, accosting, ac-
costed) verb to approach or stop someone
in an aggressive or suggestive way
account

� account /ə |kaυnt/ noun 1. same as
bank account 2. (in a shop) an arrange-
ment which a customer makes with a shop
to buy goods and pay for them later � Put
it on my account or Charge it to my ac-
count. � verb (accounts, accounting, ac-
counted) � to account for to explain
something that has happened (formal ) � He
was asked to account for all his expendi-
ture. � by all accounts as everyone says �
By all accounts, she is a very attractive
woman. � on account of because of, due to
� The trains are late on account of the fog.
� We don’t use the car much on account of
the price of petrol. � on no account not at
all � on someone’s account for or be-
cause of someone � I was worried on her
account by the news the letter. � take
something into account or take account
of something to consider something � We
have to take the weather into account.
accountableaccountable /ə|kaυntəb(ə)l/ adj having
to explain what you have done, especially
how you have spent or received money 
accountancyaccountancy /ə |kaυntənsi/ noun the
study or the work of being an accountant
accountant

� accountant /ə |kaυntənt/ noun a per-
son who deals with financial accounts
accountingaccounting /ə |kaυntŋ/ noun the work
of recording money paid, received, bor-
rowed or owed

accreditedaccredited /ə |kredtd/ adj given offi-
cial approval
accumulate

� accumulate /ə |kju
mjυlet/ (accu-
mulates, accumulating, accumulated)
verb to increase gradually, or collect some-
thing over a period of time � Fat had accu-
mulated in the arteries. � We’ve accumu-
lated so many books and papers since we
moved into this office.
accumulationaccumulation /ə |�kju
mjυ|leʃ(ə)n/
noun 1. the action of accumulating some-
thing 2. an amount of something built up
over time
accuracyaccuracy /�kjυrəsi/ noun the fact of
being correct in every detail
accurate

� accurate /�kjυrət/ adj correct in
every detail � Are the figures accurate? �
We asked them to make an accurate copy of
the plan.
accuratelyaccurately /�kjυrətli/ adv correctly �
The weather forecast accurately predicted
the storm.
accusationaccusation /��kju
 |zeʃ(ə)n/ noun a
statement that someone has done some-
thing wrong
accusativeaccusative /ə|kju
zətv/ adj in the ac-
cusative
accuse

� accuse /ə |kju
z/ (accuses, accusing,
accused) verb to say that someone has
done something wrong � The shopkeeper
accused her of theft. � She was accused of
stealing the money. (NOTE: You accuse
someone of a crime or of doing something.)
accusingaccusing /ə|kju
zŋ/ adj as if you are ac-
cusing someone of something � ’You for-
got to meet me,’ she said in an accusing
voice.
accustomaccustom /ə |k�stəm/ (accustoms, ac-
customing, accustomed) verb � to accus-
tom yourself to something to gradually
accept that something is normal or usual �
accustomed to doing something � They had
to accustom themselves to working in
Swedish. � It took him some time to become
accustomed to driving on the right-hand
side of the road.
accustomedaccustomed /ə|k�stəmd/ adj 1. normal
or usual 2. used to [~to] � He is accustomed
to assistants and plenty of people to help �
She was accustomed to walking her dog in
the park every morning.
aceace /es/ noun 1. a playing card with one
spot 2. someone who is excellent at doing
something 3. a service in tennis which the
opponent cannot return
ache

� ache /ek/ noun a pain that lasts for a
while. � toothache, headache � verb
(aches, aching, ached) 1. to hurt or feel
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achieve 6
pain that lasts for a while (formal ) 2. to feel
a painful desire
achieve

� achieve /ə |tʃi
v/ (achieves, achiev-
ing, achieved) verb to succeed in doing
something after trying very hard � Have
you achieved all your aims? � The compa-
ny has achieved great success in the USA.
achievement

� achievement /ə |tʃi
vmənt/ noun
something which has been done success-
fully � She is very modest about her
achievements. � Coming sixth was a great
achievement, since he had never entered
the competition before.
acid

� acid /�sd/ noun a chemical substance
that is able to dissolve metals
acidicacidic /ə |sdk/ adj having a sour taste
acidityacidity /ə|sdti/ noun 1. the percentage
of acid in something 2. bitter taste
acid rainacid rain /��sd ren/ noun polluted rain
which kills trees
acid testacid test /��sd test/ noun a test which
will show the true value of something
acknowledge

� acknowledge /ək |nɒld�/ (acknowl-
edges, acknowledging, acknowledged)
verb 1. to say that something has been re-
ceived � She didn’t acknowledge receiving
my letter. 2. to accept that something is true
[~that] � She acknowledged that she had
seen me there.
acknowledgementacknowledgement /ək|nɒld�mənt/
noun a letter or note sent to say that some-
thing has been received
acneacne /�kni/ noun spots on the skin, usu-
ally on the face, neck and shoulders
acolyteacolyte /�kəlat/ noun a person who
supports someone else, often without criti-
cising their behaviour or opinions
acornacorn /ekɔ
n/ noun the fruit of an oak
tree
acousticacoustic /ə |ku
stk/ adj referring to
sound
acousticsacoustics /ə |ku
stks/ plural noun the
ability to carry sound without changing its
quality � The acoustics in the concert hall
are good.
acquaintacquaint /ə |kwent/ (acquaints, ac-
quainting, acquainted) verb 1. � to be ac-
quainted with someone or something to
have some knowledge of someone or
something (formal ) � Is he acquainted with
the details of the case? � She is acquainted
with my father. 2. to inform someone
acquaintanceacquaintance /ə |kwentəns/ noun a
person you know slightly � She has many
acquaintances in the travel industry but no
real friends.

acquire

� acquire /ə|kwaə/ (acquires, acquir-
ing, acquired) verb to become the owner of
something � She has acquired a large col-
lection of old books.
acquisition

� acquisition /��kw|zʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
the act of acquiring something � His acqui-
sition of half the shares in the company
surprised the staff. 2. a thing which has
been acquired
acquisitiveacquisitive /ə |kwztv/ adj always
wanting to acquire new things
acquitacquit /ə |kwt/ (acquits, acquitting, ac-
quitted) verb to state formally that some-
one is not guilty
acquittalacquittal /ə |kwt(ə)l/ noun a decision by
a court that someone is not guilty
acreacre /ekə/ noun a measure of land, 4840
square yards or 0.4047 hectares (NOTE: The
plural is used with figures, except before a
noun: a farm of 250 acres or a 250-acre
farm.)
acridacrid /�krd/ adj with a bitter smell
acrimoniousacrimonious /��kr|məυniəs/ adj an-
gry and bitter
acrobatacrobat /�krəb�t/ noun a person who
performs difficult and exciting physical
movements for the public
acrobaticacrobatic /��krə |b�tk/ adj lively and
energetic
acrobaticsacrobatics /��krə |b�tks/ plural noun
1. acrobatic movements 2. skills used in
doing something difficult � We enjoyed the
verbal acrobatics as they tried to explain
their actions.
acronymacronym /�krənm/ noun a word made
from the first letters of the name of some-
thing � NATO and AIDS are both acro-
nyms. Compare abbreviation
across

� across /ə |krɒs/ prep 1. from one side
to the other � Don’t run across the road
without looking to see if there is any traffic
coming. 2. on the other side of � He saw
her across the street. � adv from one side to
the other � The river is only twenty feet
across. � The stream is very narrow – you
can easily jump across.
across-the-boardacross-the-board /ə|�krɒs ðə bɔ
d/
adj, adv having the same effect on everyone
or everything
acrylicacrylic /ə |krlk/ noun a synthetic sub-
stance used to make many products, in-
cluding fibres � adj made from acrylic
act

� act /�kt/ noun 1. something which is
done � He thanked her for the many acts of
friendship she had shown him over the
years. 2. a part of a play or show � Act 2 of
the play takes place in the garden. 3. a
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short performance � The show includes
acts by several young singers. 4. a law
passed by Parliament � an act to ban the
sale of weapons � verb (acts, acting, act-
ed) 1. to take part in a performance such as
a film or play � She’s acted on TV many
times. � He acted the part of Hamlet in the
film. 2. to do something � You will have to
act quickly if you want to stop the fire. � to
act as someone or something to do the
work of someone or something � The thick
curtain acts as a screen to cut out noise
from the street. 3. to behave in a particular
way � She’s been acting very strangely. �

She acted in a very responsible way. 4. to
take effect � How long will the drug take to
act? � to get your act together to organise
yourself properly � If they don’t get their
act together, they’ll miss their train.
acting

acting /�ktŋ/ noun the profession of an
actor
action

� action /�kʃən/ noun 1. the fact of do-
ing something � We recommend swift ac-
tion to prevent the problem spreading. �

What action are you going to take to pre-
vent accidents? 2. something that is done �
They’ve shown their commitment by their
actions. 3. a movement � Avoid sudden ac-
tions that could alarm the animals. 4. the
things that happen in a performance such
as a play or film � The action of the play
takes place in a flat in London. 5. a case in
a law court where someone tries to get
money from someone else � an action for
libel or a libel action � to bring an action
for damages against someone � out of ac-
tion not working � The car has been out of
action for a week.
action-packed

action-packed /�kʃən p�kt/ adj with
a large number of exciting events
action replay

action replay /��kʃən ri
ple/ noun a
section of a sporting event which is shown
again on TV at a slower speed, so that the
action can be examined carefully
activate

� activate /�ktvet/ (activates, acti-
vating, activated) verb to make something
start to work
active

� active /�ktv/ adj 1. involved in an ac-
tivity or activities, especially in an energet-
ic way � He didn’t play an active part in
the attack on the police station. � My
grandmother is still very active at the age
of 88. 2. (of a volcano) exploding or likely
to explode � Scientists think the volcano is
no longer active. � noun the form of a verb
which shows that the subject is doing
something (NOTE: If you say ‘the car hit him’

the verb is active, but in ‘he was hit by the
car’ it is passive.)
activistactivist /�ktvst/ noun a person who
vigorously supports an organisation that
works for social or political change
activity

� activity /�k|tvti/ (plural activities)
noun 1. the act or fact of being active �
There is a possibility of volcanic activity. 2.
something that someone does to pass time
pleasantly � Children are offered various
holiday activities – sailing, windsurfing
and water-skiing.
actoractor /�ktə/ noun a person who acts in
the theatre, in films or on TV
actressactress /�ktrəs/ noun a woman who
acts in the theatre, in films or on TV (NOTE:
Many women prefer to call themselves ac-
tors rather than actresses.)
actual

� actual /�ktʃuəl/ adj real � It looks
quite small but the actual height is 5 me-
tres. � Her actual words were much strong-
er.
actually

� actually /�ktʃuəli/ adv really � It
looks quite small, but actually it is over 5
metres high. � He said he was ill, but actu-
ally he wanted to go to the football match.
acupunctureacupuncture /�kjυp�ŋktʃə/ noun a
treatment in which needles are stuck
through the skin in order to reduce pain or
other aspects of an illness
acuteacute /ə |kju
t/ adj 1. (of serious illness or
pain) which starts suddenly and lasts for a
short time � a child with acute bronchitis �
The pain was very acute. Compare chronic
2. able to notice something easily � Dogs
have an acute sense of smell.
acute accentacute accent /ə |�kju
t �ksənt/ noun a
mark sloping forwards over a vowel, indi-
cating a change of sound
ad

� ad /�d/ noun an advertisement
(informal) � If you want to sell your car
quickly, put an ad in the paper.
ADAD /�e di
/ used before or after a date to
show that it is after the birth of Jesus Christ
� Claudius invaded Britain in 43 AD. Full
form Anno Domini. Compare BC (NOTE:
Latin for ‘in the year of our Lord’. Sometimes
PE (Present Era) or CE (Common Era) is
used to avoid referring to Jesus Christ.)
adageadage /�dd�/ noun a traditional state-
ment about an aspect of everyday life � Ac-
cording to the old adage, ‘time is a great
healer’.
Adam’s appleAdam’s apple /��dəmz �p(ə)l/ noun a
piece of cartilage that makes a lump in the
front of the throat, which can sometimes be
seen in men

Intermediate.fm  Page 7  Monday, August 23, 2004  5:36 PM



adapt 8
adapt

� adapt /ə |d�pt/ (adapts, adapting,
adapted) verb 1. to change something to be
suitable for a new situation [~for] � She
adapted the story for TV. � The car has
been adapted for disabled drivers. 2. to
change your behaviour to fit into a new sit-
uation [~to] � We’ll all have to learn to
adapt to the new system.
adaptableadaptable /ə|d�ptəb(ə)l/ adj able to
change or be changed easily to deal with
new situations or uses
adaptation

� adaptation /��d�p|teʃ(ə)n/, adap-
tion noun 1. a change which fits new situa-
tions or uses 2. something such as a film or
play which has been developed from an-
other
add

� add /�d/ (adds, adding, added) verb 1.
to make a total of numbers � If you add all
these numbers together it should make fifty.
(NOTE: Adding is usually shown by the sign
+ : 10 + 4 = 14.) 2. to join one thing to an-
other [~to] � Interest is added to the ac-
count monthly. � Put a teabag into the pot
and add boiling water. � By building the
annexe, they have added thirty rooms to the
hotel. 3. to say or to write something more
� I have nothing to add to what I put in my
letter. � She added that we still owed her
some money for work she did last month.

add up phrasal verb to make a total � the
figures do not add up the total is not
correct � not add up (of information) to be
confusing or difficult to accept as true �

The story she told the police simply did
not add up.
add up to phrasal verb to make a total of
something

addedadded /�dd/ adj included as well as
what there is already
addictaddict /�dkt/ noun a person who cannot
stop doing something
addictedaddicted /ə|dktd/ adj unable to stop
doing something
addictionaddiction /ə |dkʃ(ə)n/ noun the fact or
state of being unable to stop doing some-
thing
addictiveaddictive /ə |dktv/ adj which people
can become addicted to
addition

� addition /ə |dʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. someone
or something added to something else [~to]
� the latest addition to the family � He
showed us the recent additions to his col-
lection of paintings. 2. the act of adding
figures to make a total � You don’t need a
calculator to do a simple addition. � in ad-
dition as well � in addition to as well as �
There are twelve registered letters to be
sent in addition to this parcel.

additional

� additional /ə|dʃ(ə)nəl/ adj included
as well as what there is already
additiveadditive /�dtv/ noun a substance
which is added to something, especially to
food to preserve it or to alter the taste or
colour
address

� address /ə |dres/ noun 1. a set of de-
tails of the number of a house, the name of
a street and the town where someone lives
or works � What is the doctor’s address? �
Our address is: 1 Cambridge Road, Ted-
dington, Middlesex. 2. the set of letters,
symbols and numbers that identify some-
one’s email account � verb (addresses, ad-
dressing, addressed) 1. to write details
such as someone’s name, street and town
on a letter or parcel � That letter is ad-
dressed to me – don’t open it! 2. to speak or
write to someone � Please address your
questions to the information office. �

Teachers are not normally addressed as
‘Sir’ here. 3. to make a formal speech to a
group � The chairman addressed the meet-
ing.
address bookaddress book /ə |dres bυk/ noun a
notebook or computer file in which you
can record people’s names, home address-
es, telephone numbers and email addresses
adequate

� adequate /�dkwət/ adj 1. enough
for a purpose � We don’t have adequate
supplies for the whole journey. � His sala-
ry alone is barely adequate to support his
family. 2. only just satisfactory
adhereadhere /əd |hə/ (adheres, adhering, ad-
hered) verb to attach physically to some-
thing (formal)

adhere to verb to keep to a rule, agree-
ment or promise

adhesiveadhesive /əd|hi
sv/ adj able to stick to
things � noun a substance which sticks
things together
ad hocad hoc /��d hɒk/ adj arranged for a spe-
cific case � an ad hoc decision � We order
the books on an ad hoc basis. � adv as nec-
essary, without planning in advance � I did
it ad hoc.
adjadj, adj. abbr adjective
adjacentadjacent /ə |d�es(ə)nt/ adj very close to
or almost touching something [~to] � My
office is in an adjacent building. � Our
house is adjacent to the park.
adjectivaladjectival /��d�k |tav(ə)l/ adj used like
an adjective
adjective

� adjective /�d�ktv/ noun a word
which describes a noun � In the phrase ‘a
big black cloud’, ‘big’ and ‘black’ are both
adjectives.
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9 adore
adjoinadjoin /ə |d�ɔn/ (adjoins, adjoining, ad-
joined) verb to be close to or touching
something
adjournadjourn /ə|d�#
n/ (adjourns, adjourn-
ing, adjourned) verb to stop something
such as a meeting or court proceedings in
order to continue at a later time or date
(NOTE: + adjournment n)
adjudicateadjudicate /ə |d�u
dket/ (adjudicates,
adjudicating, adjudicated) verb 1. to give
an official decision in a legal matter or a
disagreement 2. to act as a judge in a com-
petition (NOTE: + adjudicator n)
adjust

� adjust /ə |d��st/ (adjusts, adjusting,
adjusted) verb to make a slight change to
something � I need to adjust this belt a bit.
� to adjust to something to become used
to something � How are you adjusting to
being a parent?
adjustableadjustable /ə |d��stəb(ə)l/ adj which
can be adjusted
adjustment

� adjustment /ə |d��stmənt/ noun a
slight change to make something work
well
ad-libad-lib /��d lb/ (ad-libs, ad-libbing, ad-
libbed) verb to speak without a prepared
set of words
adminadmin /�dmn/ noun 1. the work of ad-
ministration 2. staff dealing with adminis-
tration (NOTE: singular or plural verb)
administeradminister /əd |mnstə/ (administers,
administering, administered) verb 1. to
manage or organise something 2. to give
someone a drug or medical treatment
(formal)
administration

� administration /əd |�mn |streʃ(ə)n/
noun 1. the act of organising something
such as a company or office � Hospital ad-
ministration must be improved. � Who’s in
charge of administration here? 2. a partic-
ular government � the Bush Administration
administrative

� administrative /əd |mnstrətv/ adj
referring to administration
administrator

� administrator /əd |mnstretə/ noun
a person who runs an organisation
admirableadmirable /�dm(ə)rəb(ə)l/ adj which
must be approved of and praised
admiraladmiral /�dm(ə)rəl/ noun a high-rank-
ing officer in a country’s navy
admirationadmiration /��dmə|reʃ(ə)n/ noun re-
spect for someone or something
admire

� admire /əd|maə/ (admires, admiring,
admired) verb to consider someone or
something with approval � He was ad-
mired for his skill as a violinist. � We ad-
mired the view from the balcony.

admireradmirer /əd|maərə/ noun a person who
loves someone or is attracted by someone
admiringadmiring /əd |maərŋ/ adj showing that
you admire someone or something
admission

� admission /əd |mʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the
act or fact of being allowed to go into a
place � Admission to the exhibition is free
on Sundays. � My friend was refused ad-
mission to the restaurant because he was
not wearing a tie. 2. a statement saying that
something bad is true � Her admission that
she had taken the money led to her arrest.
� no admission no one can enter
admission feeadmission fee /əd |mʃ(ə)n fi
/ noun an
amount of money paid to go into a place
such as a museum
admit

� admit /əd|mt/ (admits, admitting, ad-
mitted) verb to allow someone to go into a
place � Children are admitted free, but
adults have to pay. � This ticket admits
three people. � to admit (to) doing some-
thing to say that you have done something
wrong � They admitted stealing the car.
admittanceadmittance /əd |mt(ə)ns/ noun permis-
sion for someone to go into a place (formal )
admittedlyadmittedly /əd |mtdli/ adv admitting
that something is true
adolescenceadolescence /��də |les(ə)ns/ noun a pe-
riod between childhood and adulthood, be-
tween the ages of 12 and 18
adolescentadolescent /��də|les(ə)nt/ noun a
young person between the ages of 12 and
18
adopt

� adopt /ə |dɒpt/ (adopts, adopting,
adopted) verb 1. to take someone legally as
a son or daughter � They have adopted a
little boy. 2. to decide to start using some-
thing � We need to adopt a more flexible
approach.
adoptedadopted /ə |dɒptd/ adj taken legally as
someone’s son or daughter
adoption

� adoption /ə |dɒpʃən/ noun 1. the legal
taking of someone as a son or daughter 2.
the process of starting to do or have some-
thing [~of] � the adoption of a new compa-
ny name and logo
adoptiveadoptive /ə |dɒptv/ adj having adopted a
child as a son or daughter � my adoptive
parents
adorableadorable /ə |dɔ
rəb(ə)l/ adj attractive and
appealing
adorationadoration /��də |reʃ(ə)n/ noun admira-
tion or love
adoreadore /ə |dɔ
/ (adores, adoring, adored)
verb to like someone or something very
much
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adoringadoring /ə |dɔ
rŋ/ adj who or which
adores
adornadorn /ə |dɔ
n/ (adorns, adorning,
adorned) verb to decorate something with
ornaments (formal )
adrenalinadrenalin /ə |drenəln/ noun a hormone
that speeds up the heartbeat and raises the
blood pressure when a person or animal is
experiencing surprise, shock, fear or ex-
citement
adriftadrift /ə |drft/ adv floating on the water
but not being guided by anyone
ADSLADSL /�e di
 es el/ abbr asymmetrical
digital subscriber line
adulationadulation /��djυ|leʃ(ə)n/ noun exces-
sive praise
adult

� adult /�d�lt/ noun a fully-grown per-
son � adj 1. fully grown � an adult tiger 2.
relating to a mature person or people �
adult fiction
adulteryadultery /ə |d�lt(ə)ri/ noun sexual inter-
course with someone who is not your hus-
band or wife
adulthoodadulthood /�d�lthυd/ noun the period
when someone is an adult
advadv, adv. abbr 1. adverb 2. adverbial
advance

� advance /əd|vɑ
ns/ verb (advances,
advancing, advanced) to move forward �
The police slowly advanced across the
square. � noun 1. a movement forwards �
The police have made some advances in
their fight against crime. � The team made
an advance into their opponents’ half. 2.
money paid as a loan or as a part of a pay-
ment to be made later � adj done before
something happens � She made an ad-
vance payment of £3000. � in advance ear-
lier than the time something happens � You
must phone in advance to make an ap-
pointment. � They asked us to pay £200 in
advance.
advanced

� advanced /əd |vɑ
nst/ adj studied at a
higher level � He’s studying advanced
mathematics. � She’s studying for an ad-
vanced degree.
advancesadvances /əd|vɑ
nsz/ plural noun at-
tempts to be friendly with someone
advantage

� advantage /əd|vɑ
ntd�/ noun some-
thing which will help you to be successful
� Being able to drive a car is an advantage.
� Knowledge of two foreign languages is
an advantage in this job. � She has several
advantages over the other job candidates.
� to take advantage of something to prof-
it from something � They took advantage
of the cheap fares on offer. � to take ad-
vantage of someone to get something un-
fairly from someone � to (good or best)

advantage in a way that helps someone or
something appear especially good � She
used her knowledge of Italian to good ad-
vantage.
advantageousadvantageous /��dvən |ted�əs/ adj
likely to help or make something success-
ful
adventadvent /�dvent/ noun the introduction
or appearance of something new
adventureadventure /əd |ventʃə/ noun a new, ex-
citing and dangerous experience � I must
tell you about our adventures in the desert.
adventurousadventurous /əd |ventʃ(ə)rəs/ adj 1.
happy to do something risky 2. exciting
and full of adventure
adverb

� adverb /�dv#
b/ noun a word which
applies to a verb, an adjective, another ad-
verb or a whole sentence � In the sentence
‘He walked slowly, because the snow was
very thick.’ both ‘slowly’ and ‘very’ are ad-
verbs.
adverbialadverbial /�d|v#
biəl/ adj used like an
adverb
adversaryadversary /�dvəs(ə)ri/ (plural adver-
saries) noun the person you are fighting or
opposed to
adverseadverse /�dv#
s/ adj (of conditions) un-
pleasant and unwanted � an adverse reac-
tion � adverse effects
adversityadversity /əd |v#
sti/ noun difficult
times, when you have to face all sorts of
problems
advert

� advert /�dv#
t/ noun same as adver-
tisement
advertiseadvertise /�dvətaz/ (advertises, ad-
vertising, advertised) verb to make sure
that people know that something is for sale,
or that something is going to happen [~for]
� Did you see that the restaurant is adver-
tising cheap meals on Sundays? � The
company is advertising for secretaries. � I
saw this watch advertised in the paper.
advertisement

� advertisement /əd |v#
tsmənt/
noun an announcement which tries to make
sure that people know that something is for
sale, or that something is going to happen
advertising

� advertising /�dvətazŋ/ noun the
act of making sure that people know that
something is for sale, or that something is
going to happen � The company has in-
creased the amount of money it spends on
advertising. � They spent millions on the
advertising campaign.
advice

� advice /əd |vas/ noun an opinion that
someone gives you about what you should
do � He went to the bank manager for ad-
vice on how to pay his debts. � They would
not listen to the doctor’s advice. � My
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grandfather gave me a very useful piece of
advice. � His mother’s advice was to stay
in bed. (NOTE: no plural: use some advice or,
for one item, a piece of advice)
advisableadvisable /əd|vazəb(ə)l/ adj which is
recommended
advise

� advise /əd|vaz/ (advises, advising,
advised) verb 1. to suggest to someone
what they should do � He advised her to
save some of the money. 2. to suggest that
something should not be done [~against] �
He advised against buying the house. 3. to
tell someone officially that something has
happened [~that] (formal) � They advised us
that the sale of the house had been com-
pleted.
adviser

� adviser /əd |vazə/, advisor noun
someone who helps people to make deci-
sions about what to do
advisoryadvisory /əd|vaz(ə)ri/ adj giving advice
advocacyadvocacy /�dvəkəsi/ noun strong sup-
port for a cause or policy
advocateadvocate1 /�dvəkət/ noun 1. a person
who strongly supports someone or some-
thing 2. a lawyer in a Scottish court
advocateadvocate2 /�dvəket/ (advocates, ad-
vocating, advocated) verb to say that
something is a good thing
aerialaerial /eəriəl/ noun a piece of equipment
for receiving radio or TV signals
aerobicaerobic /eə |rəυbk/ adj using or needing
oxygen
aerobicsaerobics /eə |rəυbks/ noun active exer-
cises which aim to increase the amount of
oxygen taken into the body (NOTE: takes a
singular verb)
aerodynamicaerodynamic /�eərəυda|n�mk/ adj
referring to the movement of objects
through the air
aerodynamicsaerodynamics /�eərəυda |n�mks/
noun the science of the movement of ob-
jects through the air (NOTE: takes a singular
verb)
aeronauticalaeronautical /�eərə |nɔ
tk(ə)l/ adj re-
ferring to the flying of aircraft
aeroplane

� aeroplane /eərəplen/ noun a vehicle
which flies in the air, carrying passengers
or goods
aerosolaerosol /eərəsɒl/ noun tiny particles of a
chemical in the air
aerospaceaerospace /eərəυspes/ noun earth’s
atmosphere and space beyond it
aestheticaesthetic /i
s|θetk/ adj pleasant, from
an artistic point of view (NOTE: The usual
US spelling is esthetic.)
aestheticsaesthetics /i
s |θetks/ noun the science
of and study of beauty, especially in art

(NOTE: takes a singular verb. The usual US
spelling is esthetics.)
affableaffable /�fəb(ə)l/ adj pleasant and easy
to talk to
affair

� affair /ə|feə/ noun 1. something which
is relevant to one person or group of people
only � That’s his affair – it’s nothing to do
with me. � It’s an affair for the police. �

His business affairs were very complicat-
ed. 2. a sexual relationship with someone
who is not your husband or wife � He’s
having an affair with his boss’s wife. 3. an
event � The party is just a family affair. 4.
an event or situation that shocks people �
The whole sorry affair was on the front
page of the newspapers for days. � plural
noun affairs situations or activities relating
to public or private life � the state of af-
fairs the general situation
affect

� affect /ə|fekt/ (affects, affecting, af-
fected) verb to have an influence on some-
one or something � The new regulations
have affected our business. � Train servic-
es have been seriously affected by the
strike.
affectationaffectation /��fek |teʃ(ə)n/ noun some-
thing which someone says or does in a way
that does not seem natural or sincere
affectedaffected /ə |fektd/ adj not natural or sin-
cere
affectionaffection /ə |fekʃ(ə)n/ noun a feeling of
liking someone, especially a friend [~for] �
’ � They had no affection for their former
home. � She always spoke of him with great
affection.
affectionateaffectionate /ə |fekʃənət/ adj showing
love
affidavitaffidavit /��f |devt/ noun a written
statement which is signed and sworn be-
fore a solicitor
affiliateaffiliate /ə |fliet/ (affiliates, affiliating,
affiliated) verb to connect something or
someone to a larger group
affiliatedaffiliated /ə|flietd/ adj connected to or
with another as an affiliate
affiliationaffiliation /ə |�fli |eʃ(ə)n/ noun the act or
fact of being affiliated
affinityaffinity /ə |fnti/ noun the fact of being
similar in character
affirmaffirm /ə|f#
m/ (affirms, affirming, af-
firmed) verb to state publicly that some-
thing is true
affirmationaffirmation /��fə |meʃ(ə)n/ noun a
statement that something is true
affirmativeaffirmative /ə |f#
mətv/ noun a word or
statement meaning ‘yes’

Intermediate.fm  Page 11  Monday, August 23, 2004  5:36 PM



affix 12
affixaffix /�fks/ noun a group of letters add-
ed to the beginning or end of a word to
make a new word
afflictafflict /ə |flkt/ (afflicts, afflicting, afflict-
ed) verb to make someone suffer (formal; of
a serious problem or illness)
afflictionaffliction /ə|flkʃ(ə)n/ noun (formal ) 1.
an illness affecting someone physically or
mentally 2. something that causes distress
affluenceaffluence /�fluəns/ noun wealth
affluentaffluent /�fluənt/ adj very rich
afford

� afford /ə |fɔ
d/ (affords, affording, af-
forded) verb 1. to have enough money to
pay for something [to do something] � How
will you afford such an expensive holiday?
� be unable to afford, can’t afford to be
unable to accept something because it
might cause you a problem � I can’t afford
a delay of more than three weeks. 2. to have
enough time or resources to do something
without it causing a problem � We can af-
ford to wait three weeks but no longer. �
They couldn’t afford to lose any more pub-
lic support. (NOTE: always with can or
could)
affordableaffordable /ə |fɔ
dəb(ə)l/ adj which can
be afforded
affrontaffront /ə |fr�nt/ noun an action which in-
sults someone
afloatafloat /ə |fləυt/ adv 1. floating, not sink-
ing � She kept afloat by holding on to a
piece of wood. � Our boat was driven onto
the beach by the storm, but we managed to
get it afloat again. 2. (of a company) not in
financial difficulties � I wonder how they
manage to stay afloat when the market is
so difficult.
afraid

� afraid /ə |fred/ adj frightened of some-
thing or someone � I am afraid of snakes.
� He is too afraid to climb the ladder. � to
be afraid (that) to be sorry to say � I’m
afraid that all the cakes have been sold. �

You can’t see the boss – I’m afraid he’s ill.
� Have you got a pocket calculator? – No,
I’m afraid not.
African

� African /�frkən/ adj referring to Af-
rica � noun a person from Africa
African AmericanAfrican American /��frkən ə |

merkən/, Afro-American noun an Amer-
ican whose ancestors came from Africa
African CaribbeanAfrican Caribbean /��frkən k�r |

bi
ən/ noun someone from the Caribbean
whose ancestors came from Africa
Afro-Afro- /�frəυ/ prefix African, or between
Africa and another country
Afro-CaribbeanAfro-Caribbean /��frəυ k�r |bi
ən/
noun same as African Caribbean

after

� after /ɑ
ftə/ prep 1. following or next
in order to � If today is Tuesday, the day af-
ter tomorrow is Thursday. � They spoke
one after the other. � What’s the letter after
Q in the alphabet? 2. later than � We ar-
rived after six o’clock. � We don’t let the
children go out alone after dark. � conj lat-
er than a time � After the snow fell, the mo-
torways were blocked. � Phone me after
you get home. (NOTE: after is used with
many phrasal verbs: to look after, to take
after, etc.) � after all 1. in spite of every-
thing � Everything was all right after all. 2.
the fact is � He should be OK; after all, he
is eighteen now. � after you you go first
after-effectsafter-effects /�ɑ
ftə  |fekt/ plural noun
effects which follow after something � The
after-effects of the bomb lasted for years. �
The operation can have some unpleasant
after-effects.
afterlifeafterlife /ɑ
ftəlaf/ noun 1. life believed
to go on after death 2. a stage of life that
follows a period or event
aftermathaftermath /ɑ
ftəmɑ
θ/ noun the period
immediately after a bad event when its ef-
fects are seen
afternoon

� afternoon /�ɑ
ftə|nu
n/ noun the time
between midday and the evening � He al-
ways has a little sleep in the afternoon. �

There is an afternoon flight to Paris. � Can
we meet tomorrow afternoon?
aftersafters /ɑ
ftəz/ noun a sweet course of a
meal (informal)
aftershaveaftershave /ɑ
ftəʃev/, aftershave lo-
tion noun a lotion for soothing skin after
shaving
aftershockaftershock /ɑ
ftəʃɒk/ noun a light earth
tremor felt after a major earthquake
aftertasteaftertaste /ɑ
ftətest/ noun 1. a taste
that continues after something has been
eaten or drunk 2. an unpleasant feeling af-
ter something has happened
afterthoughtafterthought /ɑ
ftəθɔ
t/ noun some-
thing which you only think of or do later
afterwards

� afterwards /ɑ
ftəwədz/ adv later �

We’ll have lunch first and go shopping af-
terwards.
again

� again /ə |(en/ adv 1. another time � He
had to take his driving test again. � again
and again several times, usually in a firm
or determined way � The police officer
asked the same question again and again.
2. back as you were before � Although I
like going on holiday, I’m always glad to
be home again.
against

� against /ə |(enst/ prep 1. so as to touch
� He was leaning against the wall. � She
hit her head against the low doorway. 2. in
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opposition to � England is playing against
South Africa tomorrow. � It’s hard cycling
uphill against the wind. � They went
against his advice.
age

� age /ed�/ noun the number of years
which you have lived � She is thirty years
of age. � He looks younger than his age. �
plural noun ages a very long time (informal)
� I’ve been waiting here for ages. � It took
us ages to get served. � under age younger
than the legal age to do something � under-
age drinkers
aged

� aged1 /ed�d/ adj with the age of � a
girl aged nine � She died last year, aged
83.
agedaged2 /ed�d/ adj very old � an aged
man
age groupage group /ed� (ru
p/ noun all the
people of a particular age
ageingageing /ed�ŋ/ adj which is becoming
older (NOTE: The US spelling is aging.)
age limitage limit /ed� �lmt/ noun the young-
est or oldest age at which you are allowed
to do something
agency

� agency /ed�ənsi/ (plural agencies)
noun an office which represents another
firm � an advertising agency
agenda

� agenda /ə |d�endə/ noun 1. a list of
points for discussion � what’s on the
agenda? what are we going to discuss? 2.
a set of things that someone plans to do �
top of your agenda what someone wants
most � A holiday is top of my agenda at
present.
agent

� agent /ed�ənt/ noun 1. a person who
works for or represents someone else �
Our head office is in London but we have
an agent in Paris. 2. a person or thing that
causes something � an agent of change
age of consentage of consent /�ed� əv kən|sent/
noun the age at which someone can legally
agree to have sex
age-oldage-old /ed� əυld/ adj, adv which has
existed for a long time
aggravateaggravate /�(rəvet/ (aggravates, ag-
gravating, aggravated) verb 1. to make
something worse 2. to annoy someone
aggravatingaggravating /�(rəvetŋ/ adj who or
which annoys someone (informal)
aggression

� aggression /ə |(reʃ(ə)n/ noun a feel-
ing of anger against someone that is ex-
pressed, especially in physical force � an
act of aggression an attack on someone
aggressive

� aggressive /ə |(resv/ adj ready to at-
tack someone
aggressivelyaggressively /ə |(resvli/ adv as if
wanting to attack someone

aggressoraggressor /ə |(resə/ noun a person or
country that attacks another
aggrievedaggrieved /ə |(ri
vd/ adj annoyed be-
cause you have been badly treated
aggroaggro /�(rəυ/ noun violent quarrelling
or disagreement
aghastaghast /ə |(ɑ
st/ adj filled with horror
and amazement
agileagile /�d�al/ adj that can move easily
agitateagitate /�d�tet/ (agitates, agitating,
agitated) verb to stir up public opinion for
or against something  (NOTE: + agitator n)
agitatedagitated /�d�tetd/ adj very nervous,
worried or upset and often not able to keep
still
AGMAGM /�e d�i
 em/ abbr annual general
meeting
agnosticagnostic /�(|nɒstk/ noun a person who
believes that no one can know if God ex-
ists. Compare atheist
ago

� ago /ə |(əυ/ adv in the past � He phoned
a few minutes ago. � This all happened a
long time ago. (NOTE: ago always follows a
word referring to time)
agoniseagonise /�(ənaz/ (agonises, agonis-
ing, agonised), agonize verb to spend a lot
of time worrying about something
agonisingagonising /�(ənazŋ/, agonizing adj
1. (of pain) very strong and painful 2. very
unhappy and difficult
agony

� agony /�(əni/ noun extreme pain
agony auntagony aunt /�(əni ɑ
nt/ noun a person
who writes an agony column
agony columnagony column /�(əni �kɒləm/ noun a
newspaper column giving advice on per-
sonal problems
agree

� agree /ə |(ri
/ (agrees, agreeing,
agreed) verb 1. to say yes or give permis-
sion � After some discussion he agreed to
our plan. (NOTE: You agree to or on a plan.)
2. to say or show that you have the same
opinion as someone else � Most of the
group agreed with her suggestion.
agreeableagreeable /ə |(ri
əb(ə)l/ adj pleasant
agreedagreed /ə |(ri
d/ adj which has been ac-
cepted
agreement

� agreement /ə|(ri
mənt/ noun 1. the
act or fact of thinking the same � to reach
an agreement or to come to an agreement
on salaries � Agreement between the two
sides is still a long way off. � they are in
agreement with our plan they agree with
our plan � We discussed the plan with them
and they are in agreement. 2. a contract �

to draw up or to draft an agreement � We
signed an agreement with an Italian com-
pany.
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agriculture

� agriculture /�(rk�ltʃə/ noun the
practice of growing crops or raising ani-
mals on farms
ah

� ah /ɑ
/, aah interj showing surprise �

noun an act of saying ‘ah!’ � The audience
let out ‘oohs’ and ‘ahs’ as they watched the
lion tamers.
ahaaha /ɑ
|hɑ
/ interj showing that something
has been discovered, especially expressing
satisfaction or excitement
ahead

� ahead /ə|hed/ adv 1. in front � Our
team was losing, but now we are ahead
again. � Run on ahead and find some seats
for us. � You need to go straight ahead, and
then turn left. 2. in future � My diary is
filled with appointments for six weeks
ahead. 3. before � We try to fill the vacan-
cies at least three weeks ahead. � ahead of
/ə |hed ɒv/ 1. in front of � Ahead of us was
a steep hill. � They ran on ahead of the oth-
ers. 2. in a future time � You have a mass of
work ahead of you. 3. before (informal) �
They drafted in extra police ahead of the
international match.
aid

� aid /ed/ noun 1. help, especially mon-
ey, food or other gifts given to people liv-
ing in difficult conditions � aid to the
earthquake zone � an aid worker (NOTE:
This meaning of aid has no plural.) 2. some-
thing which helps you to do something �
kitchen aids � verb (aids, aiding, aided) 1.
to help something to happen 2. to help
someone � in aid of in order to help � We
give money in aid of the Red Cross. � They
are collecting money in aid of refugees.
aideaide /ed/ noun a person employed to as-
sist someone important [~to] � The politi-
cian came to the meeting with two of his
aides.a former aide to the president
AIDSAIDS /edz/ noun a viral infection which
breaks down the body’s immune system �

a clinic for people with AIDS Full form ac-
quired immunodeficiency syndrome
ailingailing /elŋ/ adj 1. sick 2. in financial dif-
ficulties
ailmentailment /elmənt/ noun an illness,
though not generally a very serious one
aim

� aim /em/ noun what you are trying to
do � His aim is to do well at school and
then go to university. � One of our aims is
to increase the speed of service. � verb
(aims, aiming, aimed) 1. to plan to do
something � We aim to go on holiday in
June. 2. to point a gun at someone or some-
thing � He was aiming or aiming a gun at
the policeman. � He was not aiming at the
target.

aimlessaimless /emləs/ adj without any partic-
ular plan (NOTE: + aimlessly adv)
ain’tain’t /ent/ short for is not, has not, have
not (informal) � It ain’t fair. � He ain’t fin-
ished yet.
air

� air /eə/ noun 1. a mixture of gases
which cannot be seen, but which is all
around us and which every animal breathes
� His breath was like steam in the cold air.
2. the air the space around things and
above the ground � He threw the ball up
into the air. (NOTE: These meanings of air
have no plural.) 3. an appearance or feeling
� There was an air of gloom over the meet-
ing. � adj referring to a method of travel-
ling or sending goods using aircraft � new
air routes � verb (airs, airing, aired) to
make a room or clothes fresh by giving
them more air � Let’s open the windows to
air the room. � by air in an aircraft � I don’t
enjoy travelling by air. � It’s quicker to
send the letter by air.
air bagair bag /eə b�(/ noun a bag in a car
which inflates if there is an accident and
protects the driver or passenger
airborneairborne /eəbɔ
n/ adj 1. carried in the air
2. carried by an aircraft
air-conditionedair-conditioned /eə kən|�dʃ(ə)nd/ adj
having the temperature controlled by an
air-conditioner
air-conditionerair-conditioner /eə kən |�dʃ(ə)nə/
noun a device which filters and cools the
air in a room
air-conditioningair-conditioning /eə kən|�dʃ(ə)nŋ/
noun a system of controlling the tempera-
ture in a place such as a room or office or a
train
aircraft

� aircraft /eəkrɑ
ft/ (plural same) noun
a vehicle which flies in the air � The pas-
sengers got into or boarded the aircraft. �

The airline has a fleet of ten aircraft.
aircraft carrieraircraft carrier /eəkrɑ
ft �k�riə/ noun
a large ship in a navy, which has a large flat
deck where aircraft can land and take off
airfareairfare /eəfeə/ noun the amount of mon-
ey a passenger has to pay to travel on an
aircraft
airfieldairfield /eəfi
ld/ noun a small, usually
military, airport
air forceair force /eə �fɔ
s/ noun a country’s mil-
itary air organisation
air hostessair hostess /eə �həυstəs/ noun a wom-
an flight attendant (dated)
airing cupboardairing cupboard /eərŋ �k�bəd/ noun
a warm cupboard where clothes can be
aired
airlessairless /eələs/ adj without any air
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airliftairlift /eəlft/ noun an emergency trans-
porting of something by air (NOTE: + airlift
v)
airline

� airline /eəlan/ noun a company
which takes people or goods to places in
aircraft � The airline has been voted the
most popular with business travellers. �
He’s an airline pilot.
airlinerairliner /eəlanə/ noun a large aircraft
that carries passengers
airmail

� airmail /eəmel/ noun a way of send-
ing letters or parcels by air � verb (air-
mails, airmailing, airmailed) to send let-
ters or parcels by air � We airmailed the
documents to New York.
airplaneairplane /eəplen/ noun US an aircraft
airport

� airport /eəpɔ
t/ noun a place where
aircraft land and take off � You can take the
underground to the airport. � We are due to
arrive at Heathrow Airport at midday.
airspaceairspace /eəspes/ noun the air above a
country
airtightairtight /eətat/ adj which does not al-
low air to get in or out
air timeair time /eə tam/ noun the amount of
time that is given to a programme or sub-
ject in radio or TV broadcasting
air traffic controllerair traffic controller /�eə �tr�fk kən |

trəυlə/ noun a person on land who gives
instructions for the movements of aircraft
as they land or take off
airwavesairwaves /eəwevz/ plural noun the way
in which radio signals move through the air
airyairy /eəri/ adj full of fresh air
airy-fairyairy-fairy /�eəri feəri/ adj not possible to
put into practice (informal)
aisleaisle /al/ noun a space for walking in be-
tween seats in something such as a plane,
theatre or church, or between shelf units in
a shop
ajarajar /ə |d�ɑ
/ adj slightly open
akaaka /�e ke e/ abbr also known as
à la carteà la carte /�� l� kɑ
t/ adv, adj made of
several dishes ordered separately from a
menu
alarm

� alarm /ə|lɑ
m/ noun 1. a loud warning
sound � An alarm will sound if someone
touches the wire. � to raise the alarm to
warn everyone of danger 2. same as alarm
clock � verb (alarms, alarming, alarmed)
to frighten someone � I don’t want to
alarm you, but there’s a police car parked
outside your house.
alarm clock

� alarm clock /ə |lɑ
m klɒk/ noun a
clock which rings a bell to wake you up
alarmedalarmed /ə|lɑ
md/ adj worried and
frightened

alarmingalarming /ə |lɑ
mŋ/ adj frightening
alarmistalarmist /ə|lɑ
mst/ adj which makes
people feel frightened or worried when
they do not need to � an alarmist report
alasalas /ə |l�s/ interj showing sadness � He
died in the war, alas. � Alas, there is no
time left to continue the discussion.
albeit

� albeit /ɔ
l|bi
t/ conj although
album

� album /�lbəm/ noun 1. a large book 2.
a collection of songs on a CD, cassette or
record
alcohol

� alcohol /�lkəhɒl/ noun a substance in
drinks such as beer or wine that can make
people drunk � They will not serve alcohol
to anyone under the age of 18.
alcoholicalcoholic /��lkə|hɒlk/ adj relating to al-
cohol
alcoholismalcoholism /�lkəhɒlz(ə)m/ noun the
condition of depending on drinking alco-
hol regularly
alcovealcove /�lkəυv/ noun a part of the wall
of a room which is set back
ale

� ale /el/ noun a type of British beer, es-
pecially bitter beer, but not lager
alertalert /ə |l#
t/ adj watching or listening
carefully, ready to notice something
A Level

� A Level /e lev(ə)l/ noun an examina-
tion taken by pupils aged 17 or 18 � If you
pass your A Levels, you can go on to higher
education. Full form advanced level
algaealgae /�ld�i
/ plural noun very small or-
ganisms living in water or in wet condi-
tions which have no stems or roots or
leaves
algebraalgebra /�ld�brə/ noun a type of math-
ematics where letters are used to represent
quantities
aliasalias /eliəs/ noun a different name that is
not the person’s own
alibialibi /�lba/ (plural alibis) noun a claim
that a person charged with a crime was
somewhere else when the crime was com-
mitted
alienalien /eliən/ noun a person who is from
a foreign country
alienatealienate /eliənet/ (alienates, alienat-
ing, alienated) verb 1. to make someone
feel unfriendly 2. to make someone not
want to support you
alienatedalienated /eliənetd/ adj not feeling
included or welcome, especially in society
at large
alightalight /ə |lat/ (alights, alighting, alight-
ed) verb to get off a vehicle (formal)
alignalign /ə |lan/ (aligns, aligning, aligned)
verb to arrange in line with
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alikealike /ə |lak/ adj very similar � adv in a
similar way � My sister and I just don’t
think alike. � The change will affect rich
and poor alike.
alive

� alive /ə |lav/ adj 1. living � He was still
alive when he was rescued from the burn-
ing building. � When my grandfather was
alive, there were no supermarkets. (NOTE:
not used in front of a noun: the fish is alive
but a live fish.) 2. lively � The holiday vil-
lage really comes alive at night. � to come
alive to become busy and active
alkalialkali /�lkəla/ noun a substance that can
make an acid into a salt
alkalinealkaline /�lkəlan/ adj containing more
alkali than acid
all

� all /ɔ
l/ adj, pron everything or everyone
� They all or All of them like coffee. � All
trains stop at Clapham Junction. � Did you
pick all (of) the tomatoes? � Where are all
the children? � adv completely � The
ground was all white after the snow had
fallen. � I forgot all about her birthday. �

all along right from the beginning � all at
once /ɔ
l ət wɒns/ suddenly � all in 1.
tired out 2. including everything � all of a
sudden /ɔ
l ɒv ə s�d(ə)n/ suddenly � all
over 1. everywhere over something 2. fin-
ished � all right /ɔ
l rat/ well � She was
ill yesterday but she’s all right now. � all
the same in spite of this � I’m not really
keen on horror films, but I’ll go with you all
the same. � all by yourself all alone � You
can’t do it all by yourself. � I’m all by my-
self this evening – my girlfriend’s gone out.
AllahAllah /�lə/ noun the Muslim name for
God
allayallay /ə|le/ (allays, allaying, allayed)
verb to calm something
allegationallegation /��lə |(eʃ(ə)n/ noun the sug-
gestion that someone may have done
something wrong
allegeallege /ə |led�/ (alleges, alleging, al-
leged) verb to suggest that someone may
have done something wrong
allegedalleged /ə |led�d/ adj suggested as a fact
but not proved
allegianceallegiance /ə|li
d�(ə)ns/ noun the fact of
being loyal
allegoryallegory /�lə((ə)ri/ noun a painting or
story where the characters represent ideas
or are symbols of something else
allergenallergen /�ləd�ən/ noun a substance
which produces an allergic reaction
allergicallergic /ə |l#
d�k/ adj suffering from or
referring to an allergy � to be allergic to
something to react badly to a substance �
Many people are allergic to grass pollen. �

She is allergic to cats. � to be allergic to
someone or something to dislike some-
thing or someone very much (informal) �

He is allergic to jazz. � She is allergic to
men with beards.
allergyallergy /�ləd�i/ (plural allergies) noun a
bad reaction to a substance which makes
you sneeze, or makes your skin itch, e.g. �
She has an allergy to household dust. � The
baby has a wheat allergy.
alleviatealleviate /ə |li
viet/ (alleviates, alleviat-
ing, alleviated) verb to make something
less painful
alley

� alley /�li/ noun a narrow little street
alliance

� alliance /ə |laəns/ noun a formal
agreement between two or more groups or
countries
allied

� allied /�lad/ adj joined in an alliance
alligatoralligator /�l(etə/ noun a large reptile
like a crocodile, found in the southern parts
of the United States
all-importantall-important /ɔ
l m |pɔ
tənt/ adj very
important or necessary
all-inclusiveall-inclusive /ɔ
l n |klu
sv/ adj that in-
cludes everything
all-in rateall-in rate /�ɔ
l n ret/, all-in price /�ɔ
l
n pras/ noun a price which covers every-
thing
all-nightall-night /ɔ
l nat/ adj lasting, open or
available throughout the night, or through-
out a specific night
allocate

� allocate /�ləket/ (allocates, allocat-
ing, allocated) verb to give something out
to various people
allotallot /ə |lɒt/ (allots, allotting, allotted)
verb to give something to someone as a
share of something
allotmentallotment /ə |lɒtmənt/ noun 1. the proc-
ess of giving out money or other items to
different people, groups or activities 2. a
piece of land which belongs to a local
council and which can be rented for grow-
ing vegetables
all-outall-out /�ɔ
l aυt/ adj total, involving a lot
of work
allow

� allow /ə |laυ/ (allows, allowing, al-
lowed) verb to let someone do something �
She allowed me to borrow her book. �
Smoking is not allowed in the restaurant. �
You are allowed to take two pieces of hand
luggage onto the plane.
allowanceallowance /ə |laυəns/ noun 1. an amount
of money paid to someone regularly � a
weekly allowance 2. an amount of money
which you are allowed to earn without pay-
ing tax on it � to make allowances for to
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take something into account � You must
make allowances for his age.
alloyalloy /�lɔ/ noun a mixture of metals
all-purposeall-purpose /ɔ
l p#
pəs/ adj which can
be used in many different situations
all-roundall-round /ɔ
l raυnd/ adj able to do
many things well, or useful in a number of
different ways, not specialised � adv 1.
considering everything 2. for, from or in-
volving everyone
all-rounderall-rounder /ɔ
l raυndə/ noun a person
who is good at anything
all-timeall-time /ɔ
ltam/ adj biggest, best,
worst, etc., ever (informal)
alludeallude /ə|lu
d/ (alludes, alluding, allud-
ed) verb to refer to something in an indirect
way [~to] � He alluded to the issue in his
speech, without giving any details.
allureallure /ə |lυə, ə |ljυə/ noun a mysteriously
attractive quality
alluringalluring /ə|lυərŋ, ə |ljυərŋ/ adj very at-
tractive
allusionallusion /ə |lu
�(ə)n/ noun an indirect ref-
erence to something
ally

� ally1 /�la/ (plural allies) noun a coun-
try which works together with another, es-
pecially in a war
allyally2 /ə |la/ (allies, allying, allied) verb �
to ally yourself with or to someone to join
forces with someone � The unions have al-
lied themselves with the opposition.
almightyalmighty /ɔ
l |mati/ adj very powerful,
very loud
almondalmond /ɑ
mənd/ noun a type of nut
almost

� almost /ɔ
lməυst/ adv nearly � Lon-
don is almost as far from here as Paris. �

She’s almost as tall as I am. � She’ll eat al-
most anything. � Hurry up, it’s almost time
for the train to leave.
alone

� alone /ə |ləυn/ adj 1. with no one else �
She lives alone with her cats. � He was all
alone in the shop. 2. only � She alone knew
the importance of the message. � adv with-
out other people � We don’t let the children
go out alone after dark. � I don’t like trav-
elling alone. � leave alone 1. not to disturb
someone � Leave your sister alone, she’s
trying to read. 2. to stop touching or play-
ing with something � Leave the cat alone,
it doesn’t like being stroked. � Leave those
keys alone, the noise is annoying me. � to
go it alone to do something, especially a
business activity, without help from any-
one
along

� along /ə |lɒŋ/ prep 1. by the side of �
He has planted fruit trees along both sides
of the garden path. � The river runs along

one side of the castle. 2. in a straight for-
ward direction � She ran along the pave-
ment. � Walk along the street until you
come to the post office. � I was just driving
along when I caught sight of my brother. 3.
to a place � John came along after about
five minutes. � Is it OK if I bring a friend
along?
alongside

� alongside /ə|lɒŋsad/ prep at the side
of � The ship was tied up alongside the
quay. � adv so as to be beside or level with
something � We had stopped at a red light
when a police car pulled up alongside.
aloofaloof /ə |lu
f/ adj quiet, private and un-
friendly to other people
aloudaloud /ə |laυd/ adv in a voice which can
be easily heard
alphaalpha /�lfə/ noun the first letter of the
Greek alphabet, or a mark showing the best
results. Symbol &#945;
alphabetalphabet /�lfəbet/ noun a series of let-
ters in a specific order, e.g. A, B, C, etc. �
G comes before H in the alphabet. � If
you’re going to Greece on holiday, you
ought to learn the Greek alphabet.
alphabeticalalphabetical /��lfə |betk(ə)l/ adj relat-
ing to the alphabet � in alphabetical order
in order of the first letter of each word �
The words in the dictionary are in alpha-
betical order. � Sort out the address cards
into alphabetical order of the people’s
names.
alphabetisealphabetise /�lfəbetaz/ (alphabetis-
es, alphabetising, alphabetised), alpha-
betize verb to put words into alphabetical
order, especially automatically
already

� already /ɔ
l |redi/ adv before now or
before the time mentioned � I’ve already
done my shopping. � It was already past
ten o’clock when he arrived.
alrightalright /ɔ
l |rat/ adj, adv another spelling
of all right
AlsatianAlsatian /�l |seʃ(ə)n/ noun a type of
large dog, often used as a guard dog
also

� also /ɔ
lsəυ/ adv in addition to some-
thing or someone else that has been men-
tioned � He’s a keen cyclist and his sister
also likes to cycle when she can. � She
sings well and can also play the violin.
(NOTE: also is usually placed before the
main verb or after a modal or auxiliary verb.)
altaraltar /ɔ
ltə/ noun a table for important
objects in religious ceremonies, especially
in a church
alter

� alter /ɔ
ltə/ (alters, altering, altered)
verb to become different, or make some-
thing different, especially in small ways or
in parts only � They wanted to alter the
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terms of the contract after they had signed
it. � The shape of his face had altered
slightly. (NOTE: Do not confuse with altar.)
alteration

� alteration /�ɔ
ltə|reʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the
act of becoming different or of making
something different 2. something that has
been, or needs, changing � She made some
alterations in the design.
alternatealternate1 /ɔ
l |t#
nət/ adj every other
one � We see each other on alternate Sun-
days.
alternatealternate2 /ɔ
ltənet/ (alternates, alter-
nating, alternated) verb to keep changing
from one particular position or state to an-
other
alternative

� alternative /ɔ
l |t#
nətv/ adj 1. in
place of something else � Do you have an
alternative solution? � If the plane is full,
we will put you on an alternative flight. 2.
following a different way from usual �

noun something which you do instead of
something else � Now that she’s ill, do we
have any alternative to calling the holiday
off?
alternativelyalternatively /ɔ
l |t#
nətvli/ adv used to
offer a different possibility � You could go
tonight. Alternatively, we could both go to-
morrow.
alternative medicinealternative medicine /ɔ
l |�t#
nətv
med(ə)sn/ noun the treating of diseases
by means such as herbal medicines which
are not usually used by doctors
although

� although /ɔ
l|ðəυ/ conj in spite of the
fact that � Although it was freezing, she
didn’t put a coat on. � I’ve never been into
that shop although I’ve often walked past
it.
altitude

� altitude /�lttju
d/ noun the height
above sea level
altogether

� altogether /�ɔ
ltə |(eðə/ adv taking
everything together � The food was £10
and the drinks £5, so that makes £15 alto-
gether. � The staff of the three shops come
to 200 altogether.
altruisticaltruistic /��ltru |stk/ adj not selfish
aluminiumaluminium /��lə |mniəm/ noun a silver-
coloured metal which is extremely light
(NOTE: The US spelling is aluminum.)
always

� always /ɔ
lwez/ adv 1. every time �
She is always late for work. � Why does it
always rain when we want to go for a
walk? 2. all the time � It’s always hot in
tropical countries. 3. frequently, especially
when someone finds it annoying � She’s
always asking me to lend her money.
Alzheimer’s diseaseAlzheimer’s disease /�ltshaməz d |

�zi
z/ noun a disease of the brain that leads
to memory loss that gets worse and worse

am

� am /əm, �m/ 1st person present singu-
lar of be
a.m.

� a.m. /�e em/ adv before midday � I
have to catch the 7 a.m. train to work every
day. � Telephone calls made before 6 a.m.
are charged at the cheap rate. (NOTE: a.m.
is usually used to show the exact hour and
the word o’clock is left out. The US spelling
is A.M.)
amalgamateamalgamate /ə |m�l(əmet/ (amalga-
mates, amalgamating, amalgamated)
verb to combine things together [~with] �
Our college amalgamated with King’s Col-
lege a few years ago. (NOTE: + amalgama-
tion n)
amassamass /ə|m�s/ (amasses, amassing,
amassed) verb to collect a lot of money,
information or things
amateuramateur /�mətə, �mətʃυə/ noun 1. a
person who is not paid to play his or her
sport 2. a person who does something be-
cause he or she likes doing it
amateurishamateurish /�mətərʃ/ adj not done
well or in a professional way
amazeamaze /ə |mez/ (amazes, amazing,
amazed) verb to surprise someone very
much
amazedamazed /ə |mezd/ adj very surprised
amazementamazement /ə|mezmənt/ noun great
surprise � To his amazement he won first
prize.
amazing

� amazing /ə |mezŋ/ adj 1. very sur-
prising � It was amazing that she never
suspected anything. 2. extremely interest-
ing and unusual � It was an amazing expe-
rience, sailing so far from land at night.
ambassadorambassador /�m |b�sədə/ noun a per-
son who is regarded as a representative or
a symbol of something
amberamber /�mbə/ noun a yellow to dark
brown substance which can be used for
making jewellery
ambidextrousambidextrous /��mb |dekstrəs/ adj
able to use either the right or left hand
equally well
ambienceambience /�mbiəns/ noun the charac-
ter and general feeling of a place
ambiguityambiguity /��mb |(ju
ti/ noun the fact
of having two meanings
ambiguousambiguous /�m|b(juəs/ adj having
two meanings and therefore not being clear
ambitionambition /�m |bʃ(ə)n/ noun a wish to do
something special � His great ambition is
to ride on an elephant.
ambitiousambitious /�m|bʃəs/ adj with high
aims
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ambivalentambivalent /�m|bvələnt/ adj not sure
or decided
ambleamble /�mb(ə)l/ (ambles, ambling, am-
bled) verb to walk in a relaxed way without
hurrying
ambulance

� ambulance /�mbjυləns/ noun a van
which carries sick or injured people to hos-
pital � When she fell down the stairs, her
husband called an ambulance.
ambushambush /�mbυʃ/ (ambushes, ambush-
ing, ambushed) verb to wait hidden and at-
tack someone by surprise (NOTE: + ambush
n)
amenamen /ɑ
 |men, e |men/ interj meaning
‘let this be so’ used at the end of Christian
prayers
amend

� amend /ə |mend/ (amends, amend-
ing, amended) verb to change for the better
amendment

� amendment /ə |mendmənt/ noun a
change intended to make something better
amenityamenity /ə|mi
nti/ (plural amenities)
noun a feature that makes a place attrac-
tive, enjoyable or comfortable to be in
American

� American /ə |merkən/ adj relating to
America or to the United States
American footballAmerican football /ə |�merkən
fυtbɔ
l/ noun a type of football played in
the United States
American IndianAmerican Indian /ə |�merkən ndiən/
adj referring to Native Americans
amethystamethyst /�məθst/ noun a purple
stone which can be used for making jewel-
lery
amiableamiable /emiəb(ə)l/ adj friendly and
pleasant
amicableamicable /�mkəb(ə)l/ adj done in a
friendly way
amidamid /ə |md/ prep in the middle of
amino acidamino acid /ə|�mi
nəυ �sd/ noun one
of the chemicals that combine to make pro-
tein. Humans are only able to produce
some amino acids in their bodies, so others
have to be absorbed from food.
ammoniaammonia /ə |məυniə/ noun a strong poi-
sonous gas or liquid used in cleaning prod-
ucts
ammunitionammunition /��mjυ|nʃ(ə)n/ noun ob-
jects such as bombs and bullets, which can
be fired from weapons
amnesiaamnesia /�m|ni
ziə/ noun a medical
state when you forget everything
amnestyamnesty /�mnəsti/ (plural amnesties)
noun a period during which criminals will
not be punished
amoebaamoeba /ə |mi
bə/, ameba /ə |mi
bə/
noun a living thing which consists of a sin-
gle cell

amoebicamoebic /ə|mi
bk/ adj caused by an
amoeba
amongamong /ə |m�ŋ/, amongst /ə |m�ŋst/
prep 1. surrounded by or in the middle of �
He was standing among a crowd of tour-
ists. 2. between a number of people in a
group � Let’s share the cake among us. 3.
in addition to other people or things � Jack
was there, among others.
amoralamoral /e|mɒrəl/ adj not caring about
right and wrong
amorousamorous /�mərəs/ adj showing sexual
love
amorphousamorphous /ə |mɔ
fəs/ adj with no par-
ticular shape
amount

� amount /ə|maυnt/ noun a quantity of
something � The amount in my bank ac-
count has reached £1000. � We spent a
large amount of time just waiting. � a cer-
tain amount some but not a lot � Painting
the house will take a certain amount of
time.

amount to phrasal verb 1. to make a total
of � My year’s savings amount to less
than £1000. 2. to be similar or equal to
something � I think what he said amounts
to a refusal to take part. 3. � to amount
to the same thing to mean the same, to
be the same � Whether he took cash or
free holidays, it all amounts to the same
thing. � The remaining problems don’t
amount to much.

ampamp /�mp/ noun a piece of equipment
which can make sounds louder
ampersandampersand /�mpəs�nd/ noun a print-
ing sign (&) meaning ‘and’
amphetamineamphetamine /�m |fetəmi
n/ noun a
drug which is supposed to increase the us-
er’s energy levels
amphibianamphibian /�m|fbiən/ noun an animal
that lives both in water and on land
amphibiousamphibious /�m|fbiəs/ adj living both
in water and on land
amphitheatreamphitheatre /�mfθətə/ noun 1. a
circular or oval building without a roof
where theatrical events or sports competi-
tions are held 2. a lecture hall or upper part
of a theatre with seats arranged in a semi-
circle (NOTE: The US spelling is amphi-
theater.)
ampleample /�mpəl/ adj large enough
amplifieramplifier /�mplfaə/ noun a piece of
equipment which makes sound louder
amplifyamplify /�mplfa/ (amplifies, amplify-
ing, amplified) verb 1. to make a sound
louder 2. to explain something in more de-
tail (NOTE: + amplification n)
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amputateamputate /�mpjυtet/ (amputates,
amputating, amputated) verb to cut off an
arm, leg, finger or toe (NOTE: + amputation
n)
amuseamuse /ə|mju
z/ (amuses, amusing,
amused) verb 1. to make someone laugh �
This story will amuse you. � to amuse
yourself to play or get pleasure from what
you are doing � The children amused them-
selves quietly while their parents talked. 2.
to make the time pass pleasantly for some-
one � How can we amuse the children on
the journey?
amusedamused /ə |mju
zd/ adj thinking that
something is funny
amusementamusement /ə |mju
zmənt/ noun a feel-
ing of pleasure caused by something that is
funny � to someone’s amusement mak-
ing someone feel pleasure in a funny situa-
tion � Much to her amusement, the band
played ‘Happy Birthday to you!’.
amusement arcadeamusement arcade /ə |mju
zmənt ɑ
 |

�ked/ noun a place with machines for
playing games
amusement parkamusement park /ə |mju
zmənt pɑ
k/
noun an open-air park with various types of
entertainment
amusingamusing /ə |mju
zŋ/ adj funny
an

� an /ən, �n/ article same as a2 1
anachronismanachronism /ə |n�krənz(ə)m/ noun a
thing which is out of date and does not be-
long to the present time
anachronisticanachronistic /ə |�n�krə |nstk/ adj not
fitting the period when a play or film is
supposed to take place
anaemiaanaemia /ə|ni
miə/ noun a condition
where the level of red blood cells is less
than normal (NOTE: The US spelling is ane-
mia.)
anaestheticanaesthetic /��nəs|θetk/ noun a sub-
stance given to a patient to remove feeling,
so that he or she can have an operation
without feeling pain (NOTE: The US spelling
is anesthetic.)
anaesthetiseanaesthetise /ə|ni
sθətaz/ (anaesthe-
tises, anaesthetising, anaesthetised),
anaesthetize verb to give a patient an an-
aesthetic (NOTE: The US spelling is anes-
thetize.)
anaesthetistanaesthetist /ə |ni
sθətst/ noun a per-
son whose job is to give patients anaesthet-
ics (NOTE: The US term is anesthesiolo-
gist.)
anagramanagram /�nə(r�m/ noun a word or
phrase containing the letters of another
word or phrase in a different order, e.g.
‘Cathy’ is an anagram of ‘yacht’

analanal /en(ə)l/ adj referring to the anus
analgesicanalgesic /��n(ə)l |d�i
zk/ noun a pain-
killing drug
analogousanalogous /ə |n�lə(əs/ adj similar
analogy

� analogy /ə |n�ləd�i/ noun a similarity
between two things
analyseanalyse /�nəlaz/ (3rd person present
plural analyses, present participle analys-
ing, past participle analysed), analyze verb
to examine closely and scientifically
analysis

� analysis /ə|n�ləss/ (plural analyses)
noun a close examination of the parts or el-
ements of something � job analysis � to
make an analysis of the sales or a sales
analysis � to carry out an analysis of the
market potential
analystanalyst /�nəlst/ noun 1. a person who
carries out analyses 2. a doctor who is
trained in psychoanalysis
analyticalanalytical /��nə |ltk(ə)l/ adj examining
something in detail
anarchicanarchic /ə|nɑ
kk/, anarchical /ə|

nɑ
kkl/ adj without any law or order
anarchistanarchist /�nəkst/ noun a person who
tries to destroy a government by violent
means, without planning to replace it in
any way
anarchyanarchy /�nəki/ noun a lack of law and
order, because the government has lost
control or because there is no government
anathemaanathema /ə |n�θəmə/ noun something
which you dislike very much
anatomyanatomy /ə|n�təmi/ noun the structure
of the body or of part of the body
ancestorancestor /�nsestə/ noun a member of a
family who has been dead for a long time
ancestryancestry /�nsestri/ noun your family
going back over many generations
anchoranchor /�ŋkə/ noun a large metal hook
which holds a ship in place � verb (an-
chors, anchoring, anchored) 1. (of a ship)
to drop an anchor to stay in the same place
2. to hold something firmly in position
anchormananchorman /�ŋkəm�n/ (plural an-
chormen) noun the main presenter on a TV
news show
anchovyanchovy /�ntʃəvi, �n |tʃəυvi/ (plural
anchovies or same) noun a small, very
salty fish
ancient

� ancient /enʃənt/ adj very old, or be-
longing to a time long ago � He was riding
an ancient bicycle.
and

� and /ən, ənd, �nd/ conj used to join
two words or phrases � All my uncles and
aunts live in the country. � The children
were running about and singing. � Come
and sit down next to me. (NOTE: and is used
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to say numbers after 100: ‘seven hundred
and two (702)’) � and so on, and so forth,
and so on and so forth with other similar
things � He talked about plants, flowers,
vegetables, and so on.
anecdotalanecdotal /��nk |�dəυt(ə)l/ adj coming
from stories told by individual people
anecdoteanecdote /��nkdəυt/ noun a usually
humorous story based on something which
has taken place
anemiaanemia, anemic US spelling of anaemia
anesthesiaanesthesia, anesthetic, anesthetist,
anesthetize US spelling of anaesthetist
anesthesiologistanesthesiologist noun US a person
whose job is to give patients anaesthetics
(NOTE: The US term is anesthesiologist.)
angelangel /�endəl/ noun 1. a heavenly being
2. a sweet, kind person
anger

� anger /��ŋ�ə/ noun a feeling of being
very annoyed � He managed to control his
anger. � She couldn’t hide the anger she
felt.
angle

� angle /��ŋ�əl/ noun a corner where
two lines meet � She planted the tree in the
angle of the two walls. � at an angle not
straight � The shop front is at an angle to
the road.

angle for phrasal verb to try to get some-
thing

angle bracketangle bracket /��ŋ�əl �br�kt/ noun a
printed symbol < or >, used around text, es-
pecially in instructions for a computer
AnglicanAnglican /��ŋ�lkən/ noun a member of
the Anglican Church
anglingangling /��ŋ�lŋ/ noun the sport of
catching fish with a rod (NOTE: + angler n)
Anglo-Anglo- /�ŋ�ləυ/ prefix English, between
England and another country
angoraangora /�ŋ|��ɔ�rə/ adj made of wool
from an angora
angrilyangrily /��ŋ�rli/ adv in an angry way �
He shouted angrily when the children
climbed over the fence.
angry

� angry /��ŋ�ri/ (angrier, angriest) adj
upset and annoyed, and sometimes want-
ing to harm someone � The shopkeeper is
angry with the children because they broke
his window. � He gets angry if the post is
late. � I am angry that the government is
doing nothing to prevent crime. � When the
cashier still hadn’t arrived at midday the
boss got angrier.
angstangst /�ŋst/ noun great worry about life
anguishanguish /��ŋ�wʃ/ noun great mental
suffering
anguishedanguished /��ŋ�wʃt/ adj showing or
feeling great suffering

angularangular /��ŋ�jυlə/ adj 1. with sharp cor-
ners 2. with sharp-looking bones
animal

� animal /��nm(ə)l/ noun a living thing
that moves independently � I love having
animals as pets. (NOTE: animal may include
humans in scientific contexts.)
animatedanimated /��nmetd/ adj full of life
and energy
animationanimation /��n |�meʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. be-
ing lively 2. the process of making animat-
ed films
animosityanimosity /��n |�mɒsti/ noun a strong
feeling of dislike towards someone
ankleankle /��ŋkəl/ noun the part of the body
where your leg joins your foot
annexannex /ə|�neks/ (annexes, annexing, an-
nexed) verb to take possession of land
which belongs to another state (NOTE: + an-
nexation n)
annexeannexe /��neks/ noun a less important
building attached to another building
(NOTE: The US spelling is annex.)
annihilateannihilate /ə |�naəlet/ (annihilates, an-
nihilating, annihilated) verb to destroy
something completely (NOTE: + annihila-
tion n)
anniversary

� anniversary /��n|�v��s(ə)ri/ (plural
anniversaries) noun the same date as an
important event that happened in the past
annotateannotate /��nətet/ (annotates, anno-
tating, annotated) verb to add notes to a
text
annotationannotation /��nə |�teʃ(ə)n/ noun a note
added to a text
announce

� announce /ə |�naυns/ (announces,
announcing, announced) verb to say
something officially or in public [~(that)] �
She announced the results of the competi-
tion. � She announced that she would stand
for election.
announcement

� announcement /ə|�naυnsmənt/
noun a statement made in public � The
managing director made an announcement
to the staff. � There were several an-
nouncements concerning flight changes.
announcerannouncer /ə|�naυnsə/ noun a person
who reads the news or announces pro-
grammes on radio or TV
annoy

� annoy /ə|�nɔ/ (annoys, annoying, an-
noyed) verb to make someone feel slightly
angry, upset or impatient � Their rude be-
haviour really annoyed us.
annoyanceannoyance /ə |�nɔəns/ noun a feeling of
being slightly angry, upset or impatient �
There was a tone of annoyance in her
voice. � to someone’s annoyance so that
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someone is annoyed � I took both sets of
keys home with me, much to his annoyance.
annoyed

� annoyed /ə |nɔd/ adj slightly angry,
upset or impatient � He was annoyed with
his neighbour who had cut down one of his
trees. � I was annoyed to find someone had
stolen my mobile phone.
annoying

� annoying /ə|nɔŋ/ adj making you
angry, upset or impatient [~that] � How an-
noying! I forgot to buy the milk. � The baby
has an annoying cough which won’t go
away. � I find it very annoying that the post
doesn’t come before 10 o’clock.
annual

� annual /�njuəl/ adj happening once a
year � The village fair is an annual event.
� I get annual interest of 6% on my savings
account. (NOTE: + annually adv)
annulannul /ə|n�l/ (annuls, annulling, an-
nulled) verb to stop something being legal-
ly valid � The marriage was annulled �

They want to annul the contract.
anomalyanomaly /ə |nɒməli/ noun an unusual
thing
anonanon /ə|nɒn/ abbr anonymous
anonymityanonymity /��nə |nmti/ noun the hid-
ing of your real name
anonymousanonymous /ə |nɒnməs/ adj without
stating a name
anorakanorak /�nər�k/ noun someone who is
too interested in a particular subject, espe-
cially one that seems unfashionable or dull
to other people (informal)
anorexiaanorexia /��nə|reksiə/ noun a condition
caused by an extreme fear of becoming fat
and marked by ill health as a result of not
eating enough
anorexicanorexic /��nə |reksk/ adj referring to
or affected by anorexia
another

� another /ə |n�ðə/ adj, pron 1. one more
� I’d like another cake, please. � Would
you like another? 2. a different one � He’s
bought another car. � She tried on one
dress after another, but couldn’t find any-
thing she liked. � each other, one another
answer

� answer /ɑ
nsə/ noun 1. something
that you say or write when someone has
asked you a question � The answer to your
question is yes. 2. the act of picking up a
telephone that is ringing � I phoned his of-
fice but there was no answer. � verb (an-
swers, answering, answered) 1. to speak
or write words to someone who has spoken
to you or asked you a question [~that] � He
never answers my letters. � I answered
truthfully that the news had surprised me.
2. � to answer the phone to speak and lis-
ten to a telephone caller � His mother usu-
ally answers the phone. � to answer the

door to open the door to someone who
knocks or rings the bell � No-one answered
the door though I knocked twice. � in an-
swer to as a reply to � I am writing in an-
swer to your letter of October 6th.

answer back phrasal verb to speak to
someone in a rude way

answerphone

� answerphone /ɑ
nsəfəυn/ noun a
machine which answers the telephone au-
tomatically when someone is not in the of-
fice or at home, and allows messages to be
recorded
antant /�nt/ noun a small insect that lives in
large groups
antagoniseantagonise /�n |t�(ənaz/ (antagonis-
es, antagonising, antagonised), antago-
nize verb to make someone feel angry or
impatient
antagonismantagonism /�n |t�(ənz(ə)m/ noun a
strong feeling of dislike towards someone
antelopeantelope /�ntləυp/ noun an African
deer which can run very fast
antennaantenna /�n|tenə/ (plural antennae or
antennas) noun a person’s ability to know
something without being told
anthemanthem /�nθəm/ noun a song for a
group of singers
anthologyanthology /�n|θɒləd�i/ (plural antholo-
gies) noun a collection of stories or poems
anthraxanthrax /�nθr�ks/ noun a serious dis-
ease of cows and sheep, which can be
caught by people
anthropoidanthropoid /�nθrəpɔd/ adj similar to a
human
anthropologyanthropology /��nθrə |pɒləd�i/ noun
the study of people and culture
anti-anti- /�nti/ prefix against
antibioticantibiotic /��ntiba|ɒtk/ noun a sub-
stance which kills harmful organisms such
as bacteria
antibody

� antibody /�ntbɒdi/ (plural antibod-
ies) noun a natural substance produced by
the body to fight disease
anticipate

� anticipate /�n|tspet/ (anticipates,
anticipating, anticipated) verb 1. to expect
something to happen [~(that)] � We are an-
ticipating floods or that there will be
floods. 2. to act because you see something
is about to happen � He anticipated trouble
at the meeting and left early.
anticipation

� anticipation /�n |�ts |peʃ(ə)n/ noun
excitement because you expect that some-
thing will happen
anticlimaxanticlimax /��nti|klam�ks/ noun a
feeling of disappointment when something
does not turn out as expected
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anticlockwiseanticlockwise /��nti |klɒkwaz/ adv,
adj in the opposite direction to the hands of
a clock � an anticlockwise movement � He
was driving anticlockwise round the ring
road when the accident took place.
anticsantics /�ntks/ plural noun funny or silly
behaviour � the antics of the clowns in the
circus � The students’ antics cost them
their places at university.
antidepressantantidepressant /��ntid|pres(ə)nt/
noun a drug that is used to treat a person
suffering from depression
antidoteantidote /�ntdəυt/ noun 1. a substance
which balances the effect of a poison 2.
something which balances a bad influence
antifreezeantifreeze /�ntifri
z/ noun a liquid you
put in the engine of a car to prevent it from
freezing in cold weather
antipathyantipathy /�n|tpəθi/ noun a strong dis-
like
antiquarian booksellerantiquarian bookseller /��nt |

�kweəriən �bυk |selə/ noun a person who
sells old books
antiquatedantiquated /�ntkwetd/ adj very old
and out of date
antiqueantique /�n|ti
k/ noun an old and valua-
ble object � He collects antiques. � adj old
and valuable � an antique Chinese vase
antiquitiesantiquities /�n|tkwti
z/ plural noun
old objects from ancient times
antiquityantiquity /�n|tkwti/ noun ancient
times
anti-Semiticanti-Semitic /��nti sə |mtk/ adj show-
ing hate towards Jewish people
antiseptic

� antiseptic /��nt |septk/ noun a sub-
stance which prevents infection � adj pre-
venting infection � an antiseptic dressing �
an antiseptic mouthwash
antisocialantisocial /��nti |səυʃ(ə)l/ adj unfriend-
ly, not wanting to meet other people
antithesisantithesis /�n|tθəss/ (plural antithe-
ses) noun the exact opposite of something
antlersantlers /�ntləz/ plural noun the horns of
a deer � Deer grow new antlers each sum-
mer and then shed them in the winter.
antonymantonym /�ntənm/ noun a word which
means the opposite of another word
anusanus /enəs/ noun the opening at the end
of the rectum, through which solid waste
matter passes from the body
anxiety

� anxiety /�ŋ |zaəti/ (plural anxieties)
noun 1. nervous worry about something
[~about/over] � Her anxiety about her job
prospects began to affect her health. 2. the
state of being keen to do something � In his
anxiety to get away quickly, he forgot to
lock the door.

anxious

� anxious /�ŋkʃəs/ adj 1. nervous and
very worried about something � She’s anx-
ious about the baby. 2. keen to do some-
thing � The shopkeeper is always anxious
to please his customers.
anxiously

� anxiously /�ŋkʃəsli/ adv in a nerv-
ous, worried way � They are waiting anx-
iously for the results of the exam.
any

� any /eni/ adj, pron 1. it doesn’t matter
which � I’m free any day next week except
Tuesday. 2. (usually in questions) a small
quantity � Have you got any money left? �
Is there any food for me? � Would you like
any more to eat? � Will any of your friends
be there? � not…any not even a little more
(used to emphasise comparatives) � He
can’t cycle any faster. � She’s been in hos-
pital for two weeks and isn’t any better. �
Can’t you sing any louder? � not…any
none � I don’t like any of the paintings in
the exhibition. � Can you lend me some
money? – sorry, I haven’t got any.
anybody

� anybody /enibɒdi/ pron same as any-
one
anyhow

� anyhow /enihaυ/ adv 1. in a careless
way 2. same as anyway
anymore

� anymore /�eni |mɔ
/, any more � not
… anymore no longer � We don’t go there
anymore.
anyoneanyone /eniw�n/ pron any person at all
� Anyone can learn to ride a bike. � any-
one else any other person � Is there anyone
else who can’t see the screen?
anyplace

� anyplace /enples/ adv US same as
anywhere (informal)
anything

� anything /eniθŋ/ pron 1. it doesn’t
matter what � You can eat anything you
want. � Our dog will bite anything that
moves. 2. (in questions or negatives) some-
thing � Did you hear anything make a
noise during the night? � Has anything
happened to their plans for a long holiday?
� Do you want anything more to drink? �

We didn’t do anything interesting at the
weekend.
anyway

� anyway /eniwe/ adv despite some-
thing else � I’m not supposed to drink dur-
ing the daytime, but I’ll have a beer any-
way. � I think it’s time to leave – anyway,
the last bus is at 11.40.
anywhere

� anywhere /eniweə/ adv 1. it does not
matter where � Put the chair anywhere. 2.
(in questions or negatives) somewhere �

Did you go anywhere at the weekend? � Is
there anywhere where I can sit down? � I
can’t see your wallet anywhere.
apart

� apart /ə|pɑ
t/ adv 1. separated � The
two villages are about six miles apart. 2. in
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separate pieces � He took the watch apart.
� apart from except for � Do you have any
special interests apart from your work? �

I’m feeling fine, apart from a slight cold.
apartheidapartheid /ə |pɑ
thet/ noun a policy in
the past in South Africa of separating black
people from the white population
apartment

� apartment /ə |pɑ
tmənt/ noun a sepa-
rate set of rooms for living in � She shares
an apartment with a friend.
apatheticapathetic /��pə |θetk/ adj not caring
about anything, not interested in anything
apathyapathy /�pəθi/ noun not having any in-
terest in anything
apeape /ep/ noun a large monkey
apertureaperture /�pətʃə/ noun a little hole
apexapex /epeks/ (plural apexes or apices)
noun the top or highest part of a pointed
shape
aphrodisiacaphrodisiac /��frə |dzi�k/ noun a sub-
stance which makes people want to have
sex � adj making people want to have sex
apieceapiece /ə|pi
s/ adv each
aplombaplomb /ə |plɒm/ noun a calm and self-
confident attitude
apocalypticapocalyptic /ə |�pɒkə|lptk/ adj warning
about the end of the world
apocryphalapocryphal /ə |pɒkrəf(ə)l/ adj famous,
but probably not true
apologeticapologetic /ə|�pɒlə |d�etk/ adj showing
that you are sorry for something
apologise

� apologise /ə |pɒləd�az/ (apologis-
es, apologising, apologised), apologize
verb to say you are sorry � He shouted at
her and then apologised. � She apologised
for being late.
apology

� apology /ə |pɒləd�i/ noun (plural apol-
ogies) an act of indicating that you are sor-
ry � plural noun apologies a statement in-
dicating that you are sorry, especially if
you cannot attend a meeting � My apolo-
gies for being so late. � Please give the
chairman my apologies.
apostropheapostrophe /ə|pɒstrəfi/ noun a printing
sign (’), either showing that a letter has
been left out, e.g. weren’t, or after a noun
to show possession, e.g. Ben’s coat or the
girls’ coats
appalappal /ə|pɔ
l/ (appals, appalling, ap-
palled) verb to shock or offend someone
very much (NOTE: The US spelling is ap-
pall.)
appalledappalled /ə |pɔ
ld/ adj very shocked
appallingappalling /ə |pɔ
lŋ/ adj horrible, shock-
ing
apparatusapparatus /��pə |retəs/ noun scientific
or medical equipment

apparent

� apparent /ə|p�rənt/ adj 1. easy to see
or accept as true � It was apparent to eve-
ryone that she was annoyed. 2. possibly
different from what something seems to be
� There is an apparent mistake in the ac-
counts.
apparently

� apparently /ə |p�rəntli/ adv accord-
ing to what you have seen or heard � Ap-
parently she took the last train home and
then disappeared. � He didn’t come to
work today – apparently he’s got a cold.
apparitionapparition /��pə |rʃ(ə)n/ noun some-
thing which you think you see
appeal

� appeal /ə|pi
l/ noun 1. an act of asking
for help � The police have made an appeal
for witnesses. � The hospital is launching
an appeal to raise £50,000. 2. an attractive
quality � the strong appeal of Greece as a
holiday destination � verb 1. to ask for
something [~for] � They appealed for mon-
ey to continue their work. 2. to attract
someone [~to] � These CDs appeal to the
teenage market. � The idea of working in
Australia for six months appealed to her. 3.
to make a legal request for a court to look
again at a decision [~against] � He has ap-
pealed against the sentence.
appealingappealing /ə |pi
lŋ/ adj 1. attractive �
The design has proved appealing to our
older customers. 2. wanting help or sup-
port � The child gave her an appealing
look as she got up to leave. (NOTE: only
used before a noun)
appear

� appear /ə |pə/ (appears, appearing,
appeared) verb 1. to start to be seen � A
ship appeared through the fog. 2. to seem
to be or do something [~(that)] � She ap-
peared rather cross. � There appears to be
a mistake. � He appears to have forgotten
the time. � It appears that they didn’t re-
ceive the invitation. 3. to play a part in a
film or play or take part in a TV pro-
gramme [~in/~on] � She appears regularly
in shows on TV.
appearance

� appearance /ə |pərəns/ noun 1. the
way that someone or something looks �

You could tell from his appearance that he
had been sleeping rough. 2. the fact of be-
ing present somewhere, especially unex-
pectedly � The appearance of a teacher
caused them to fall silent. � to put in an
appearance to go somewhere where other
people are for a short time 3. the beginning
of something new � the rapid appearance
of mobile phone shops all over the country
� They were worried by the sudden appear-
ance of a red rash. 4. an occasion when
someone is performing in a film or play or
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on TV � This is her second appearance in
a film. � plural noun looks � to keep up ap-
pearances to try to show that you are still
as rich or important as you were before
appeaseappease /ə |pi
z/ (appeases, appeasing,
appeased) verb 1. to give someone some-
thing that they want, even if it is unreason-
able, to try to avoid worse problems arising
(NOTE: + appeasement n) 2. to try to avoid
or prevent something � He ate an apple to
appease his hunger.
appendicitisappendicitis /ə |�pend |sats/ noun an
illness that affects the appendix
appendix

� appendix /ə |pendks/ (plural appen-
dices) noun 1. a small part inside the body
which has no real purpose but can become
infected, causing appendicitis 2. a section
at the back of a book, containing additional
information
appetiserappetiser /�ptazə/ noun a small
amount of food before a main meal
appetisingappetising /�ptazŋ/, appetizing adj
looking or smelling good and making you
want to eat
appetiteappetite /�ptat/ noun 1. a need or
wish to eat � Going for a long walk has
given me an appetite. � He’s not feeling
well and has lost his appetite. 2. a strong
wish to do something � She has an appetite
for hard work.
applaudapplaud /ə |plɔ
d/ (applauds, applaud-
ing, applauded) verb to clap to show that
you like something
applauseapplause /ə |plɔ
z/ noun the act of clap-
ping your hands together several times to
show that you liked a performance
apple

� apple /�p(ə)l/ noun a common fruit
that is hard, round and sweet, and grows on
a tree � Don’t eat apples that are not ripe –
they’ll make you ill.
applianceappliance /ə |plaəns/ noun a machine
such as a washing machine or cooker used
in the home
applicableapplicable /ə |plkəb(ə)l/ adj able to be
applied in particular cases
applicantapplicant /�plkənt/ noun a person
who applies for something � job applicants
� Applicants for licences must fill in this
form.
application

� application /��pl |keʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
the process of putting something on some-
thing else � Several applications of the
cream will be necessary. 2. the process or
act of applying for something such as a job
or place on a course [~for] � We’ve received
dozens of applications for the job. � an ap-
plication to do something a formal re-
quest to do something � She’s put in an ap-

plication to transfer to another depart-
ment.
application form

� application form /��pl|keʃ(ə)n
�fɔ
m/ noun a form which has to be filled
in to apply for something
apply

� apply /ə |pla/ (applies, applying, ap-
plied) verb 1. to ask for something formally
[~for] � She applied for a job in the super-
market. � He’s applying for a place at uni-
versity. � to apply to do something to ask
formally if you can do something � No-one
has applied to join the club this year. 2. to
put something onto something  � Wait until
the first coat of paint is dry before you ap-
ply the second. 3. to affect or be relevant to
someone or something [~to] � This rule
only applies to people coming from outside
the EU.
appoint

� appoint /ə |pɔnt/ (appoints, appoint-
ing, appointed) verb to give someone a job
� He was appointed (as) manager or to the
post of manager. � We want to appoint
someone to manage our sales department.
(NOTE: You appoint a person to a job.)
appointment

� appointment /ə|pɔntmənt/ noun 1.
an agreed time for a meeting � I want to
make an appointment to see the doctor. �

She was late for her appointment. � on her
appointment as manager when she was
made a manager 2. the process of being
given a job 3. a job � We are going to make
three new appointments.
appraisal

� appraisal /ə |prez(ə)l/ noun a report
on the value of someone or something
appraiseappraise /ə|prez/ (appraises, apprais-
ing, appraised) verb to judge how well
someone or something is working
appreciableappreciable /ə|pri
ʃəb(ə)l/ adj able to
be felt or noticed
appreciate

� appreciate /ə|pri
ʃi |�et/ (appreci-
ates, appreciating, appreciated) verb to
recognise the value of something � Shop-
pers always appreciate a bargain.
appreciationappreciation /ə |�pri
ʃi |eʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
showing that you recognise the value of
something 2. an increase in value
appreciativeappreciative /ə|pri
ʃətv/ adj 1. being
very grateful 2. showing enjoyment
apprehensionapprehension /��pr|henʃən/ noun a
worry about what is going to happen. Com-
pare misapprehension
apprehensiveapprehensive /��pr |hensv/ adj wor-
ried about the future
apprenticeapprentice /ə |prents/ noun a young
person who works as an assistant to a
skilled person in order to learn from them
� He’s started work as a plumber’s ap-
prentice.
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apprenticeshipapprenticeship /ə |prentsʃp/ noun
the time someone spends as an apprentice
approach

� approach /ə |prəυtʃ/ noun 1. the fact
of coming nearer � With the approach of
winter we need to get the central heating
checked. 2. a way which leads to some-
thing � The approaches to the city were
crowded with coaches. 3. a way of dealing
with a situation � His approach to the
question was different from hers. � verb
(approaches, approaching, approached)
to come near � The plane was approaching
the airport when the lights went out.
approachableapproachable /ə|prəυtʃəb(ə)l/ adj easy
to talk to
approachingapproaching /ə |prəυtʃŋ/ adj coming
nearer
appropriate

� appropriate /ə |prəυpriət/ adj suita-
ble for a particular situation � That skirt is
not really appropriate for gardening. � We
leave it to you to take appropriate action.
approval

� approval /ə |pru
v(ə)l/ noun the act of
agreeing � The committee gave their ap-
proval to the scheme. � Does the choice of
colour have your approval or meet with
your approval?
approve

� approve /ə|pru
v/ (approves, approv-
ing, approved) verb 1. to agree to some-
thing officially � The committee approved
the scheme. 2. to think something is good
[~of] � He doesn’t approve of loud music.
approvingapproving /ə |pru
vŋ/ adj showing
agreement
approximateapproximate /ə |prɒksmət/ adj more or
less correct
approximately

� approximately /ə |prɒksmətli/ adv
not exactly � It takes approximately 35
minutes to get to the city centre from here.
apricotapricot /eprkɒt/ noun a fruit with yel-
low flesh and a hard stone
April

� April /eprəl/ noun the fourth month of
the year, the month after March and before
May � Her birthday is in April. � We went
on holiday last April. (NOTE: April 5th or
April 5: say ‘the fifth of April’ or ‘April the
fifth’ or in US English ‘April fifth’.)
apronapron /eprən/ noun 1. a piece of cloth-
ing worn over the front of your usual
clothes to protect them when cooking 2. (at
an airport) a piece of ground on which
planes can be parked
aptapt /�pt/ adj fitting well � to be apt to do
something to be likely to do something
regularly � Our old car was apt to break
down on motorways.
aptitudeaptitude /�pt |�tju
d/ noun a natural
ability that can be developed further [~for]
� She shows real aptitude for teaching.

aquariumaquarium /ə |kweəriəm/ noun a tank for
keeping tropical fish in
AquariusAquarius /ə |kweəriəs/ noun one of the
signs of the Zodiac, shaped like a person
carrying water, covering the period 20th
January to 18th February
aquaticaquatic /ə |kw�tk/ adj 1. living in water,
not on land (NOTE: Animals and plants that
live on land are terrestrial.) 2. taking place
in water
aqueductaqueduct /�kwd�kt/ noun a high
bridge carrying water over a valley
ArabArab /�rəb/ noun a person who speaks
Arabic and who comes from one of the
countries in the Middle East
ArabicArabic /�rəbk/ noun the language spo-
ken by Arabs
Arabic numeralArabic numeral /��rəbk nju
mərəl/
noun one of the set of written symbols such
as 2, 3 or 6 used to represent numbers.
Compare Roman numeral
arbiterarbiter /ɑ
btə/ noun a person who de-
cides what is fashionable
arbitraryarbitrary /ɑ
btrəri/ adj done without
any reason
arbitrationarbitration /�ɑ
b |treʃ(ə)n/ noun the
settling of an argument by an official
judge, accepted by both sides (NOTE: + arbi-
trate v; + arbitrator n)
arc

� arc /ɑ
k/ noun a curve, like part of a cir-
cle
arcade

� arcade /ɑ
 |ked/ noun a covered area
for walking around a square or an area of
shops
arcanearcane /ɑ
|ken/ adj mysterious and se-
cret
arch

� arch /ɑ
tʃ/ noun a round structure
forming a roof or entrance � verb (arches,
arching, arched) to make something round
like an arch � The cat arched her back and
started spitting.
archaeologist

� archaeologist /�ɑ
ki |ɒləd�st/ noun
a person who studies or is a specialist in ar-
chaeology
archaeology

� archaeology /�ɑ
ki |ɒləd�i/ noun the
digging up of buried remains of buildings
to study ancient civilisations (NOTE: + ar-
chaeological adj)
archaicarchaic /ɑ
 |kek/ adj 1. dating from an-
cient times 2. old-fashioned
archbishoparchbishop /ɑ
tʃ |bʃəp/ noun a bishop
holding the highest rank
archerarcher /ɑ
tʃə/ noun a person who shoots
with a bow and arrows
archeryarchery /ɑ
tʃəri/ noun the sport of
shooting arrows at targets
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archetypalarchetypal /�ɑ
k |tap(ə)l/ adj very typi-
cal
archetypearchetype /ɑ
ktap/ noun a typical ex-
ample of something
archipelagoarchipelago /�ɑ
k |pelə(əυ/ (plural ar-
chipelagos or archipelagoes) noun a
group of islands
architect

� architect /ɑ
ktekt/ noun a person
who designs buildings
architecture

� architecture /ɑ
ktektʃə/ noun the
design of buildings
archivearchive /ɑ
kav/ noun 1. an organised
collection of documents 2. a place where
archives are kept 3. a copy of computer
files stored on tape or disk
archivesarchives /ɑ
kavz/ plural noun a collec-
tion of documents
archwayarchway /ɑ
tʃwe/ noun a passage
which goes under an arch
arcticarctic /ɑ
ktk/ adj 1. referring to the area
round the North Pole 2. extremely cold �
noun the Arctic the area round the North
Pole � The Arctic is home to polar bears.
ardentardent /ɑ
d(ə)nt/ adj very keen
arduousarduous /ɑ
djuəs/ adj extremely diffi-
cult and needing a lot of effort or work
are

� are /ə, ɑ
/ 1st person plural present of
be. 2nd person singular present of be. 2nd
person plural present of be. 3rd person plu-
ral present of be
area

� area /eəriə/ noun 1. a space � The
whole area round the town hall is going to
be rebuilt. � We always sit in the ‘no smok-
ing’ area. 2. a measurement of the space
taken up by something, calculated by mul-
tiplying the length by the width � The area
of the room is four square metres. � We are
looking for a shop with a sales area of
about 100 square metres. 3. a part of a
town or country � Our house is near the
commercial area of the town. � The factory
is in a very good area for getting to the mo-
torways and airports. � the London area
the part of England around London �

Houses in the London area are more ex-
pensive than elsewhere in the country.
area code

� area code /eəriə kəυd/ noun a spe-
cial telephone number which is given to a
particular area
arenaarena /ə |ri
nə/ noun 1. a building with
seats for people to sit and watch events like
sports or fights 2. a field of activity where
something happens
aren’t

� aren’t /ɑ
nt/ � be
arguablearguable /ɑ
(juəb(ə)l/ adj possibly not
true

arguablyarguably /ɑ
(juəbli/ adv quite possibly
true
argue

� argue /ɑ
(ju
/ (argues, arguing, ar-
gued) verb to discuss without agreeing, of-
ten in a noisy or angry way � They argued
over the prices. � She argued with the wait-
er about the bill. � I could hear them argu-
ing in the next room. (NOTE: You argue with
someone about or over something.)
argument

� argument /ɑ
(jυmənt/ noun a situa-
tion in which people discuss something
without agreeing � Nobody would back her
up in her argument with the boss. � to get
into an argument with someone to start
to argue with someone � He got into an ar-
gument with the taxi driver.
argumentativeargumentative /�ɑ
(jυ|mentətv/ adj
liking to argue
aridarid /�rd/ adj extremely dry because of
a regular lack of rain
AriesAries /eəri
z/ noun one of the signs of the
Zodiac, shaped like a ram, covering the pe-
riod 21st March to 19th April
arise

� arise /ə |raz/ (arises, arising, arose,
arisen) verb to start to appear  � The prob-
lem arose in the planning department.
aristocracyaristocracy /��r |stɒkrəsi/ noun the
people of the highest class in society, usu-
ally with titles such as Lord or Duke
aristocrataristocrat /�rstəkr�t/ noun a member
of the aristocracy
aristocraticaristocratic /��rstə |kr�tk/ adj refer-
ring to the aristocracy
arithmetic

� arithmetic /ə|rθmətk/ noun calcula-
tions with numbers, especially as a subject
studied at school
arm

� arm /ɑ
m/ noun 1. the part of the body
which goes from the shoulder to the hand �
He held the parcel under his arm. � She
tripped over the pavement and broke her
arm. 2. the part of a chair which you can
rest your arms on � He put his coffee cup
on the arm of his chair. � verb (arms, arm-
ing, armed) to give weapons to � The po-
lice were armed with guns. � arm in arm
with arms linked together � They walked
down the street arm in arm.
armamentsarmaments /ɑ
məmənts/ plural noun
heavy weapons � an important armaments
manufacturer � Britain has been supplying
armaments to the Middle Eastern coun-
tries.
armbandarmband /ɑ
mb�nd/ noun a band of
cloth which goes round your arm
armchairarmchair /ɑ
mtʃeə/ noun a chair with
arms
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armed

� armed /ɑ
md/ adj 1. provided with
weapons � Most British policemen are not
armed. � Armed guards surrounded the
house. 2. involving weapons � the armed
struggle between the two groups 3. ready
for use as a weapon � The device is already
armed. � armed with provided with �

Armed with picnic baskets, towels and
cameras, we set off for the beach.
armed forcesarmed forces /�ɑ
md fɔ
sz/, armed
services /�ɑ
md s#
vsz/ plural noun the
army, navy and air force of a country
armfularmful /ɑ
mfυl/ noun an amount of
things you can carry in your arms
armisticearmistice /ɑ
msts/ noun an agreement
to stop fighting
armourarmour /ɑ
mə/ noun 1. metal clothing
which soldiers wore in the past, to protect
their bodies 2. sheets of thick metal cover-
ing on military ships or vehicles, to protect
them against attack (NOTE: [all senses] The
US spelling is armor.)
armouredarmoured /ɑ
məd/ adj protected by ar-
mour
armpitarmpit /ɑ
mpt/ noun the part of your
body under each arm where it joins the
body
arms racearms race /ɑ
mz res/ noun competi-
tion between countries to have the largest
number of weapons or the most powerful
weapons
army

� army /ɑ
mi/ (plural armies) noun all
the soldiers of a country, trained for fight-
ing on land � He left school at 16 and
joined the army. � An army spokesman
held a news conference.
aromaaroma /ə|rəυmə/ noun a pleasant smell of
something you can eat or drink � the aroma
of freshly baked bread
aromatherapyaromatherapy /ə|�rəυmə |θerəpi/ noun a
treatment with pleasant-smelling oils
aromaticaromatic /��rə|m�tk/ adj with a strong
pleasant smell
arosearose /ə |rəυz/ past tense of arise
around

� around /ə|raυnd/ prep 1. going all
round something � She had a gold chain
around her neck. � The flood water was all
around the village. 2. close to or in a place
or area � Is there a bus stop around here?
3. in various places � We have lots of com-
puters around the office. 4. not exactly � It
will cost around £200. � Around sixty peo-
ple came to the meeting. � adv 1. in various
places � Papers were lying around all over
the floor. � The restaurants were all full, so
we walked around for some time. 2. in a po-
sition that is fairly near � We try not to talk
about it when she’s around. � It’s the only

food shop around. 3. in existence � She’s
one of the best eye surgeons around. � The
new coins have been around for some
weeks now.
arousalarousal /ə |raυz(ə)l/ noun a feeling of
sexual excitement
arousearouse /ə |raυz/ (arouses, arousing,
aroused) verb 1. to make someone feel a
particular emotion 2. to make someone feel
sexually excited. Compare rouse
arrange

� arrange /ə |rend�/ (arranges, arrang-
ing, arranged) verb 1. to put in order � The
chairs are arranged in rows. � She ar-
ranged the books in alphabetical order. �

The ground floor is arranged as an open-
plan area with a little kitchen at the side. 2.
to make a plan for something � Let’s ar-
range to meet somewhere before we go to
the theatre. � The tour has been arranged
by the travel agent. � She arranged for a
taxi to meet him at the airport. � I’ve ar-
ranged with my mother that she will feed
the cat while we’re away. (NOTE: You ar-
range for someone to do something; you ar-
range for something to be done; or you ar-
range to do something.)
arrangement

� arrangement /ə|rend�mənt/ noun
1. the process of putting things in order 2.
a general agreement � We have an arrange-
ment by which we meet for lunch every
Tuesday. � plural noun arrangements the
activities involved in making plans for an
event � All the arrangements for the party
were left to me.
array

� array /ə |re/ noun a display
arrest

� arrest /ə |rest/ verb (arrests, arresting,
arrested) (of the police) to catch and hold
someone who has broken the law � The po-
lice arrested two men and took them to the
police station. � He ended up getting ar-
rested as he tried to leave the country. �

She was arrested for stealing, but the judge
let her off with a fine. � noun the act of
holding someone for breaking the law �
The police made several arrests at the
demonstration. � under arrest held by the
police � After the fight, three people were
under arrest.
arrival

� arrival /ə |rav(ə)l/ noun 1. the act of
reaching a place � We announce the arrival
of flight AB 987 from Tangiers. � We apol-
ogise for the late arrival of the 14.25 ex-
press from Edinburgh. � The time of arriv-
al is 5 p.m. 2. a person who has arrived �
He’s a new arrival on our staff. � plural
noun arrivals the part of an airport that
deals with passengers who are arriving.
Compare departure � on arrival when you
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arrive � On arrival at the hotel, members of
the party will be allocated rooms.
arrive

� arrive /ə |rav/ (arrives, arriving, ar-
rived) verb to reach a place � They arrived
at the hotel tired out. � The train from Paris
arrives in London at 5 p.m. (NOTE: You ar-
rive in a town or in a country but at a place.)
arrogantarrogant /�rə(ənt/ adj very proud in an
unpleasant way � He’s such an arrogant
young man. � What an arrogant way to
treat customers!
arrowarrow /�rəυ/ noun 1. a weapon made of
a piece of wood with a sharp point 2. a
printed sign &rarrowf; which points to
something
arsenalarsenal /ɑ
sn(ə)l/ noun a store of weap-
ons
arsenicarsenic /ɑ
snk/ noun a very poisonous
substance
arsonarson /ɑ
s(ə)n/ noun the crime of setting
fire to something such as a building or
some property
arson attackarson attack /ɑ
s(ə)n ə |�t�k/ noun an
act of setting fire to something such as a
house
art

� art /ɑ
t/ noun 1. the practice of creating
objects, e.g. by painting, drawing or sculp-
ture � She is taking art lessons. � When
you’re in Washington, don’t miss the Muse-
um of Modern Art. 2. the objects that are
created in this way 3. a particular skill or
ability � He has mastered the art of not an-
swering reporters’ questions.
artefactartefact /ɑ
tf�kt/, artifact noun an ob-
ject such as a tool or a dish that was made
by a person in the past
arteryartery /ɑ
təri/ (plural arteries) noun a
tube carrying blood from the heart around
the body. Compare vein
arthritisarthritis /ɑ
 |θrats/ noun a painful med-
ical condition affecting a joint, where two
bones meet
artichokeartichoke /ɑ
ttʃəυk/ noun a tall thistle-
like plant of which you boil the head and
then eat the base of the leaves
article

� article /ɑ
tk(ə)l/ noun 1. a report in a
newspaper [~about/on] � Did you read the
article on skiing in yesterday’s paper? 2.
an object or thing � Several articles of
clothing were found near the road. 3. a
word used before a noun to show whether
you are referring to a particular or general
example of something. The definite article
is ‘the’ and the indefinite article is ‘a’ or
‘an’.
articulatearticulate1 /ɑ
|tkjυlet/ (articulates,
articulating, articulated) verb to speak in a
clear and careful way

articulatearticulate2 /ɑ
|tkjυlət/ adj describes
someone who expresses thoughts clearly
articulated lorryarticulated lorry /ɑ
|�tkjυletd lɒri/
noun a large truck with two or more parts
which are connected so that they can move
in different directions at the same time, e.g.
when going around a corner
artifactartifact /ɑ
tf�kt/ another spelling of
artefact
artificial

� artificial /�ɑ
t |fʃ(ə)l/ adj not natural
� She was wearing artificial pearls.
artificial intelligenceartificial intelligence /�ɑ
tfʃ(ə)l n |

teld�əns/ noun the use of computer pro-
grams to make machines do things which
people can do
artificiallyartificially /�ɑ
t |fʃ(ə)li/ adv in a way
that is not natural
artilleryartillery /ɑ
|tləri/ noun the large guns
that an army has
artisanartisan /�ɑ
t |z�n/ noun a skilled worker
who makes things with his or her hands
artist

� artist /ɑ
tst/ noun a person who is
skilled in making works of art such as
paintings � She collects paintings by 19th-
century artists.
artisteartiste /ɑ
 |ti
st/ noun a professional per-
former such as a singer or dancer
artisticartistic /ɑ
|tstk/ adj 1. (of a person)
showing skill or interest in art 2. arranged
or done in a way that shows skill and looks
beautiful (NOTE: + artistically)
artistryartistry /ɑ
tstri/ noun skill in a particu-
lar art
arts

� arts /ɑ
ts/ plural noun 1. all work con-
nected with art 2. a subject of study which
is not a science, e.g. history or literature
artworkartwork /ɑ
tw#
k/ noun things such as
pictures or designs which are printed in a
book or used in advertising
artyarty /ɑ
ti/, arty-crafty /�ɑ
ti krɑ
fti/ adj
pretending to be artistic; making artistic
things
as

� as /əz, �z/ conj 1. because � As you
can’t drive, you’ll have to go by bus. � As
it’s cold, you should wear an overcoat. 2. at
the same time that something else happens
� As he was getting into the bath, the tele-
phone rang. � The little girl ran into the
road as the car was turning the corner. 3.
in the same way � Leave everything as it is.
� prep 1. in a particular job � She had a job
as a bus driver. 2. because of being a par-
ticular type of person � As a doctor, he has
to know the symptoms of all the common
diseases. 3. in a particular way � She was
dressed as a nurse. � They treated him as a
friend of the family. � as…as used in com-
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parisons � as far as I can see � She is near-
ly as tall as I am. � I can’t run as fast as
you. � as from from a particular time � as
from next Friday � as if, as though in the
same way as � as…as used in comparisons
� She is nearly as tall as I am. � I can’t run
as fast as you. � as well in addition to
something or someone else that has been
mentioned � She came to have tea and
brought her sister as well. � We visited the
castle and swam in the pool as well. � as
well as in addition to or together with � He
has a cottage in the country as well as a
flat in town. � As well as being a maths
teacher, he is a part-time policeman.
asbestosasbestos /�s |bestəs/ noun a substance
which does not burn, formerly used in
buildings to protect against fire
ascend

� ascend /ə |send/ (ascends, ascend-
ing, ascended) verb to go up � The balloon
rapidly ascended to 3000m.
ascendancyascendancy /ə |sendənsi/ noun the in-
fluence or power that one person or group
has over another
ascent

� ascent /ə |sent/ noun the action of
climbing up (NOTE: Do not confuse with as-
sent.)
ascertain

� ascertain /��sə|ten/ (ascertains, as-
certaining, ascertained) verb to check
facts to see if they are true (formal )
asexualasexual /e |sekʃuəl/ adj with no sexual
organs or without having sex
ashash /�ʃ/ noun 1. a grey dust left after
something has burnt 2. a type of tree that
grows in the northern part of Europe
ashamed

� ashamed /ə |ʃemd/ adj embarrassed
and sorry for something that you have done
or not done
ashesashes /�ʃz/ plural noun the grey dust
that remains when the body of a dead per-
son has been cremated
ashoreashore /ə |ʃɔ
/ adv to or onto land, e.g.
from the sea or from a ship. � shore
ashtray

� ashtray /�ʃtre/ noun a little dish for
cigarette ash
Asian

� Asian /e�(ə)n/ adj relating to Asia �
noun a person coming from one of the
countries of Asia, especially the Indian
subcontinent � More than half the children
in the class are Asians.
aside

� aside /ə |sad/ adv to one side � He
took me aside and whispered in my ear. �

aside from except for � Aside from a minor
infection, his health had been remarkably
good. � I’ve got to read these three articles,
and that’s aside from all my regular work.
ask

� ask /ɑ
sk/ (asks, asking, asked) verb
1. to put a question to get information �

She asked a policeman the way to the hos-
pital. � Joe went to the station to ask about
cheap tickets. � Ask the assistant how much
the shoes cost. 2. to put a question to get
someone to do something � Ask your fa-
ther to teach you how to drive. � Can I ask
you not to make so much noise? 3. to invite
someone to an event or to do something �

We asked them to our party. � She asked me
to go skiing with her. � to ask after some-
one to ask for news about someone, espe-
cially about his or her health � Several of
your colleagues were asking after you.

ask for phrasal verb to say that you want
something � Someone came into the shop
and asked for the manager. � ask for
something back to ask someone to give
back something which you had lent to
him or her
ask out phrasal verb to ask someone to
go out with you, e.g. to a restaurant or to
the cinema � Bill wants to ask my sister
out.

askewaskew /ə|skju
/ adv not straight � That
picture’s askew.
asleep

� asleep /ə|sli
p/ adj sleeping � He was
asleep and didn’t hear the fire alarm. �
They were lying asleep on the ground. � to
fall asleep to begin to sleep
asparagusasparagus /ə |sp�rə(əs/ (plural same)
noun a green vegetable that has long thin
stems and pointed tips and which you cook
before eating
aspect

� aspect /�spekt/ noun 1. a way of
considering something such as a situation
or a problem � There are several aspects of
the problem to be considered before I can
decide. 2. the direction in which a building
or piece of ground faces � The living room
has a southerly aspect.
asphaltasphalt /�sf�lt/ noun a mixture of tar,
small stones and sand, used for making
road surfaces
asphyxiateasphyxiate /�s |fksiet/ (asphyxiates,
asphyxiating, asphyxiated) verb to stop
someone breathing, or to die because of be-
ing unable to breathe (NOTE: + asphyxia-
tion n)
aspirateaspirate /�sprət/ noun a speech sound
made by breathing out, e.g. the ‘h’ in
‘horse’
aspiration

� aspiration /��sp |reʃ(ə)n/ noun
something which you want to achieve or to
be successful at
aspirationalaspirational /��sp|reʃ(ə)n(ə)l/ adj
typical of people who want to become
more successful and be able to afford a
more expensive home and way of life
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aspire

� aspire /ə |spaə/ (aspires, aspiring,
aspired) verb � to aspire to something to
want to achieve something � He aspires to
great success as an actor.
aspirin

� aspirin /�sprn/ noun 1. a common
drug, used in the treatment of minor ill-
nesses to reduce pain 2. a pill that contains
aspirin
aspiringaspiring /ə |spaərŋ/ adj hoping to get
something
assass /�s/ noun US the part of your body
that you sit on (offensive)
assailantassailant /ə |selənt/ noun a person who
attacks someone
assassinassassin /ə |s�sn/ noun a person who
kills someone famous for political reasons
assassinateassassinate /ə |s�snet/ (assassi-
nates, assassinating, assassinated) verb
to kill a famous person, especially for po-
litical reasons � Do you remember the day
when the President was assassinated?
(NOTE: + assassination n)
assault

� assault /ə |sɔ
lt/ noun an attack [~on] �
an assault on a police officer � verb (as-
saults, assaulting, assaulted) to attack
assembleassemble /ə |semb(ə)l/ (assembles, as-
sembling, assembled) verb 1. (especially
of people) to come together in a place, or to
be brought together by someone especially
formally or in an ordered way � We’ll as-
semble outside the hotel by the coach at 9
a.m. � They assembled a panel of experts to
renew the project. 2. to collect a set of
things together � Assemble all the ingredi-
ents you need before you start to cook. 3. to
make something from separate parts � The
cupboard can be assembled at home.
assembly

� assembly /ə |sembli/ (plural assem-
blies) noun 1. a meeting 2. the process of
putting the pieces of something together to
make it complete
assembly lineassembly line /ə |sembli lan/ noun a
moving line in a factory, where the product
moves slowly past workers who add pieces
to it as it goes past
assentassent /ə |sent/ noun the approval of or
agreement with something such as a sug-
gestion
assert

� assert /ə |s#
t/ (asserts, asserting, as-
serted) verb to state something firmly � to
assert yourself to state your opinions
strongly
assertion

� assertion /ə |s#
ʃ(ə)n/ noun a state-
ment of something which you believe to be
true but of which you have no proof
assertiveassertive /ə |s#
tv/ adj confident and
stating your opinions in a strong way

assess

� assess /ə |ses/ (assesses, assessing,
assessed) verb 1. to consider something or
someone in order to make a judgment or
decision about it � It’s hard to assess how
difficult it will be to make the necessary
changes. 2. to consider someone’s achieve-
ment or progress in order to decide if it is
satisfactory � Students are regularly as-
sessed by their teachers and feedback. 3. to
calculate an amount to be paid � The cost
of the new building is assessed at £1 mil-
lion. (NOTE: + assessment)
asset

� asset /�set/ noun a valuable quality
[~to] � Knowing several languages is an
asset to a businessperson.
assignassign /ə |san/ (assigns, assigning, as-
signed) verb � to assign someone to
something or something to someone to
give someone the job of doing something �
They assigned her to the accounts depart-
ment. � We assigned the job of cleaning the
kitchen to Jack.
assignment

� assignment /ə |sanmənt/ noun 1. a
piece of work that has to be done in a spe-
cific time � My literature assignment has
to be finished by Wednesday. � He was giv-
en the assignment of reporting on the war.
2. the act of giving someone a job to do
assimilateassimilate /ə |smlet/ (assimilates, as-
similating, assimilated) verb 1. to learn
and understand 2. (of the body) to change
the food that you have just eaten into sub-
stances that can be used
assist

� assist /ə |sst/ (assists, assisting, as-
sisted) verb to help someone [~in/with] �
He assists me with my income tax forms. �
I will be assisted in my work by Jackie
Smith. � to assist someone to do some-
thing or with something to help someone
to do something (formal) � The money as-
sists young dancers to train.
assistance

� assistance /ə|sst(ə)ns/ noun help �

She will need assistance with her luggage.
� He was trying to change the wheel when
a truck driver offered his assistance. � He
asked if he could be of any assistance.
assistant

� assistant /ə |sst(ə)nt/ noun a person
who helps someone as part of their job �
His assistant makes all his appointments.
associateassociate1 /ə|səυsiet/ (associates, as-
sociating, associated) verb 1. to connect
different people or things in your mind � I
always associate that book with the won-
derful holiday when I first read it. � to be
associated with to be connected with or
involved in something � This firm has been
associated with the project from the start.
2. to have contact with or regularly meet
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someone [~with] � I don’t want you to asso-
ciate with violent people like that.
associateassociate2 /ə |səυsiət/ noun a person
who works in the same business as some-
one else
association

� association /ə|�səυsi |eʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
an official group of people or a group of
companies in the same trade � an associa-
tion offering support to victims of street vi-
olence � the Association of British Travel
Agents 2. a connection formed in the mind
between things � For some people, a black
cat has an association with luck. � plural
noun associations feelings produced by
memories of particular people or places �

Manchester has strong family associations
for him. � in association with together
with � The guidebook is published in asso-
ciation with the local tourist board.
assortedassorted /ə |sɔ
td/ adj various, mixed
assortmentassortment /ə|sɔ
tmənt/ noun a mix-
ture of a lot of things that have some differ-
ences, e.g. in shape or colour
assume

� assume /ə |sju
m/ (assumes, assum-
ing, assumed) verb 1. to imagine or be-
lieve that something is true [~(that)] � Let’s
assume that he is innocent. � I assume you
have enough money to pay for the meal? 2.
to take on something such as a job or re-
sponsibility � When she was twenty-one,
she assumed complete control of the family
business. � He has assumed responsibility
for fire safety.
assumed nameassumed name /ə|�sju
md nem/ noun
a false name
assuming

� assuming /ə |sju
mŋ/ conj believing
something to be true
assumption

� assumption /ə |s�mpʃən/ noun a be-
lief that something is true
assuranceassurance /ə |ʃυərəns/ noun 1. an atti-
tude of confidence in your own abilities �
He didn’t have the assurance to face a
press conference 2. the fact of being sure
that something will happen 3. a promise �

He gave her an assurance that he would
not do it again.
assure

� assure /ə|ʃυə/ (assures, assuring,
assured) verb 1. to state something defi-
nitely 2. to make sure that something will
happen
assuredassured /ə|ʃυəd/ adj very certain and
confident
asteriskasterisk /�stərsk/ noun a printing sign
like a star, used to draw attention to some-
thing
asteroidasteroid /�stərɔd/ noun a mass of rock
that travels in a path round the sun

asthmaasthma /�smə/ noun a medical condi-
tion in which someone suffers breathing
difficulties, often because a particular sub-
stance has a bad effect on his or her body
asthmaticasthmatic /�s |m�tk/ noun a person
who has asthma
astonish

� astonish /ə |stɒnʃ/ (astonishes, as-
tonishing, astonished) verb to surprise
someone very much [~that] � His success
in maths astonished his teacher – he never
came to any of her classes. � It astonishes
me that he can’t use a computer.
astonishedastonished /ə |stɒnʃt/ adj very sur-
prised � We were astonished to learn that
the head teacher had left.
astonishingastonishing /ə |stɒnʃŋ/ adj very sur-
prising � They spent an astonishing
amount of money buying Christmas
presents.
astonishmentastonishment /ə |stɒnʃmənt/ noun
great surprise
astound

� astound /ə |staυnd/ (astounds, as-
tounding, astounded) verb to surprise
someone completely
astoundedastounded /ə |staυndd/ adj very sur-
prised
astoundingastounding /ə |staυndŋ/ adj very sur-
prising
astrideastride /ə|strad/ adv, prep with your
legs on each side of something � He was
sitting astride his bicycle, with both feet on
the ground. � Sit astride and hold tight.
astrologyastrology /ə |strɒləd�i/ noun the practice
of saying what the future will be by look-
ing at the position of the planets and the
stars
astronaut

� astronaut /�strənɔ
t/ noun a person
who travels into space
astronomicalastronomical /��strə |nɒmk(ə)l/ adj 1.
referring to astronomy 2. (of a price or
amount) very large (informal)
astronomy

� astronomy /ə|strɒnəmi/ noun the sci-
entific study of the stars, sun and planets
astuteastute /ə |stju
t/ adj clever at understand-
ing things quickly
asylum

� asylum /ə|saləm/ noun 1. the right to
stay in another country if you have been
treated badly in your own country � to seek
asylum � to grant someone asylum � to ask
for political asylum 2. a hospital for people
who have mental illnesses (old)
asylum seekerasylum seeker /ə |saləm �si
kə/ noun a
person who asks for permission to stay in
another country because the political situa-
tion in his or her own country is not safe for
him or her to stay there
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asymmetricalasymmetrical /�es |metrk(ə)l/ adj
which does not have the same shape or size
on both sides
at

� at /ət, �t/ prep 1. used for showing time
� We’ll meet at eleven o’clock. � You must
put your lights on when you drive at night.
� At the weekend, we went to see my moth-
er. � We went to Paris at Easter. 2. used for
showing place � Meet us at the post office.
� She’s got a job at the supermarket. �
He’s not at home, he’s at work. 3. used for
showing speed � The train was travelling
at 200 kilometres an hour. 4. showing di-
rection � She threw her slipper at her
brother. 5. showing cause � She laughed at
my old coat. (NOTE: at is often used after
verbs, e.g. to look at, to point at.)
ate

� ate /et, et/ past tense of eat
atheistatheist /eθist/ noun a person who be-
lieves there is no god. Compare agnostic
athleteathlete /�θli
t/ noun a person who takes
part in sports especially those such as run-
ning
athleticathletic /�θ|letk/ adj referring to athlet-
ics
athleticsathletics /�θ|letks/ noun organised
sports such as running which are competi-
tions between individuals (NOTE: no plural)
atlasatlas /�tləs/ noun a book of maps
ATMATM /�e ti
 em/ abbr automated teller
machine
atmosphere

� atmosphere /�tməsfə/ noun 1. the
air around the Earth � The atmosphere sur-
rounds the Earth to a height of several hun-
dred kilometres. 2. the air in a particular
place � The room had a hot stuffy atmos-
phere. 3. a general feeling [~of] � a friendly
atmosphere � There was an atmosphere of
fear everywhere after the bomb attack.
atmosphericatmospheric /��tməs |ferk/ adj 1. re-
ferring to the atmosphere 2. mysterious,
beautiful
atom

� atom /�təm/ noun the smallest part of
a chemical element that can exist inde-
pendently
atom bombatom bomb /�təm bɒm/ noun a bomb
using nuclear energy
atomic

� atomic /ə|tɒmk/ adj relating to the
energy produced if an atom is split apart
atomic bombatomic bomb /ə|�tɒmk bɒm/ noun
same as atom bomb
atoneatone /ə |təυn/ (atones, atoning, atoned)
verb to do something which shows that you
are sorry for doing something wrong
(formal) (NOTE: + atonement n)
atrociousatrocious /ə|trəυʃəs/ adj very bad

atrocityatrocity /ə |trɒsti/ (plural atrocities)
noun an extremely evil act
attach

� attach /ə |t�tʃ/ (attaches, attaching,
attached) verb to fasten something to
something else � The gate is attached to
the post. � I am attaching a copy of my pre-
vious letter.
attachedattached /ə |t�tʃt/ adj having a strong
liking for someone or something � She’s
very attached to her old dog.
attachmentattachment /ə |t�tʃmənt/ noun 1. some-
thing which can be attached to something
else 2. a strong liking for someone or
something [~to] � Everyone had known of
his attachment to her. 3. a document at-
tached to an email
attack

� attack /ə |t�k/ noun 1. the act of trying
to hurt someone or something � They made
an attack on the town. 2. a criticism � He
launched an attack on the government. 3. a
sudden return of a particular illness � She
had an attack of malaria. � verb (attacks,
attacking, attacked) to try to hurt someone
or to hit someone � Three men attacked her
as she walked home. � The old lady was at-
tacked by muggers. � under attack in the
situation of being attacked � The town is
under attack from rebel guerrillas.
attacker

� attacker /ə |t�kə/ noun a person who
attacks someone or something � Can you
describe your attacker?
attain

� attain /ə |ten/ (attains, attaining, at-
tained) verb to reach a particular status or
rank � He attained the position of manager.
� All six students attained full marks in this
part of the exam.
attainmentattainment /ə |tenmənt/ noun success
in achieving something or reaching a par-
ticular goal
attempt

� attempt /ə |tempt/ noun an act of try-
ing to do something � She attempted to lift
the box onto the table. � an attempt on
someone’s life the action of trying to kill
someone � verb (attempts, attempting, at-
tempted) to try to do something, especially
something difficult � I’ll attempt another
trip to collect the books when my car has
been repaired. � She attempted to lift the
box onto the table.
attend

� attend /ə |tend/ (attends, attending,
attended) verb 1. to be present at an event
� Twenty-five people attended the wedding.
� They organised a meeting, but only one
or two people attended. 2. to listen careful-
ly � Students should attend carefully to the
teacher’s instructions.

attend to phrasal verb to give careful
thought to something and deal with it
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attendance

attendance /ə |tendəns/ noun 1. the fact
of being present at an event 2. the number
of people present at an event (NOTE: no plu-
ral)
attendantattendant /ə |tendənt/ noun a person on
duty in a public place such as a museum
attention

� attention /ə |tenʃən/ noun 1. the act of
concentrating on what you are doing �
Don’t distract the driver’s attention. �
Please give the talk on safety procedures
your full attention. � to pay attention to to
concentrate on something and think about
it carefully � Pay attention to the instruc-
tions in the leaflet. � Don’t pay any atten-
tion to something you can ignore some-
thing � Don’t pay any attention to what she
says – she’s making it up. 2. special care,
help or extra work � The garden is large
and needs a lot of attention. � The children
were quiet and shy but responded well to
the special attention they were given. �
medical attention treatment by doctors
and nurses � That cut needs urgent medical
attention. 3. the position of a soldier, stand-
ing straight, with heels together and look-
ing straight ahead � The guards stood to at-
tention at the entrance to the palace. � for
the attention of words written on a letter to
show that it is intended for a particular per-
son to deal with it � to attract (someone’s)
attention to make someone notice some-
one or something � The new play has at-
tracted a lot of press attention or attention
in the press.
attention span

attention span /ə |tenʃən sp�n/ noun
the length of time that someone can con-
centrate effectively on a particular job or
activity
attentiveattentive /ə|tentv/ adj listening careful-
ly
attic

attic /�tk/ noun a room or space at the
top of a house under the roof
attitude

� attitude /�ttju
d/ noun 1. a way of
thinking � What is the government’s atti-
tude to the problem? 2. the position of your
body, e.g. standing or sitting � His portrait
shows him in a thoughtful attitude.
attorney

� attorney /ə |t#
ni/ (plural attorneys)
noun a lawyer (especially US)
attract

� attract /ə |tr�kt/ (attracts, attracting,
attracted) verb to make someone want to
come to a place or want to become in-
volved in something such as a business �
The shops are lowering their prices to at-
tract more customers. � The exhibition at-
tracted hundreds of visitors. � We must see
if we can attract more candidates for the

job. � to be attracted to someone to feel a
sexual interest in someone
attraction

� attraction /ə|tr�kʃən/ noun 1. a rea-
son for liking someone or something � The
flat’s main attraction is its closeness to the
centre of town. 2. something which attracts
people � The Tower of London is a great
tourist attraction.
attractive

� attractive /ə|tr�ktv/ adj 1. pleasant
to look at � They found the mountain scen-
ery very attractive. � She’s an attractive
woman. 2. having features which people
like � There are some attractive bargains
in the sale. � The rival firm made him a
very attractive offer. (NOTE: + attractive-
ness)
attributableattributable /ə |trbjυtəb(ə)l/ adj proba-
bly the cause of something
attributeattribute1 /�trbju
t/ noun a quality
that someone has
attributeattribute2 /ə |trbju
t/ (attributes, attrib-
uting, attributed) verb � The accident was
attributed to faulty brakes. � to attribute
something to something or someone to
say that something was caused by some-
thing else, or that something was done by
someone � The accident was attributed to
faulty brakes. � The remark was attributed
to his father.
attributiveattributive /ə |trbjυtv/ adj (of an adjec-
tive) which comes before a noun and de-
scribes it
atypicalatypical /e |tpk(ə)l/ adj not typical
aubergineaubergine /əυbə�i
n/ noun a dark pur-
ple shiny fruit of a small plant, used as a
vegetable
auburnauburn /ɔ
bən/ adj of a dark reddish-
brown colour
auctionauction /ɔ
kʃən/ noun a public sale in
which an object is sold to the person who
offers to pay the highest amount of money
for it � verb (auctions, auctioning, auc-
tioned) to sell something at an auction
auctioneerauctioneer /�ɔ
kʃə |nə/ noun a person
who runs an auction
audaciousaudacious /ɔ
 |deʃəs/ adj very brave or
involving great risk
audacityaudacity /ɔ
|d�sti/ noun audacious be-
haviour
audibleaudible /ɔ
db(ə)l/ adj which can be
heard
audience

� audience /ɔ
diəns/ noun the people
watching a performance, e.g. at a theatre or
cinema or on television, or listening to a ra-
dio programme � Members of the audience
cheered. (NOTE: takes a singular or plural
verb)
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audio

audio /ɔ
diəυ/ adj referring to sound
audiovisualaudiovisual /�ɔ
diəυ v�uəl/ adj refer-
ring to sound and pictures that have been
recorded together
audit

audit /ɔ
dt/ noun 1. an official check of
a company’s accounts 2. a careful exami-
nation of an organisation or a set of proce-
dures to see how good they are
audition

� audition /ɔ
|dʃ(ə)n/ noun a test for
performers such as actors, singers or danc-
ers, to see if they will be given a part in a
play or film � I’m going for an audition for
a part in ‘Hamlet’. � verb (auditions, audi-
tioning, auditioned) 1. to hold an audition
for a performer 2. to do an audition for a
part [~for] � Two hundred children audi-
tioned for the lead role in the film.
auditor

auditor /ɔ
dtə/ noun someone whose
job is to check a company’s accounts offi-
cially
auditoriumauditorium /�ɔ
d |tɔ
riəm/ (plural audi-
toriums or auditoria) noun a large hall
used for events such as concerts
augment

augment /ɔ
(|ment/ (augments, aug-
menting, augmented) verb to increase the
amount or value of something (formal )
augur

augur /ɔ
(ə/ (augurs, auguring,
augured) verb to be a sign for the future
August

� August /ɔ
(əst/ noun the eighth
month of the year, the month after July and
before September � My birthday is in Au-
gust. � I left my job last August. (NOTE: Au-
gust 15th or August 15: say ‘the fifteenth of
August’ or ‘August the fifteenth’ or in US
English ‘August fifteenth’.)
aunt

� aunt /ɑ
nt/, Aunt noun the sister of
your mother or father, or the wife of an un-
cle � She lives next door to my aunt. � Say
goodbye to Aunt Anne.
auntieauntie /ɑ
nti/, aunty noun an aunt
(informal)
au pair

au pair /əυ peə/ noun a person, usually a
young woman, who lives with a family in
another country to learn the language
while looking after children and helping to
keep the house clean
aura

aura /ɔ
rə/ noun a general feeling or
quality in a particular situation
aural

aural /ɔ
rəl/ adj referring to hearing
(NOTE: Do not confuse with oral.)
auspicious

auspicious /ɔ
 |spʃəs/ adj likely to be
successful
Aussie

Aussie /ɒzi/ (informal) adj Australian �
noun an Australian � There was a group of
Aussies in the restaurant.

austereaustere /ɔ
|stə/ adj 1. with a plain and
simple appearance 2. with only the basic
things you need to live
austerityausterity /ɔ
 |sterti/ noun 1. the quality
of being austere 2. poor living conditions
because people do not have much money
authenticauthentic /ɔ
|θentk/ adj original, not
false or artificial
authenticateauthenticate /ɔ
 |θentket/ (authenti-
cates, authenticating, authenticated)
verb to prove that something is authentic
author

� author /ɔ
θə/ noun a writer � She is
the author of a popular series of children’s
books.
authoriseauthorise /ɔ
θəraz/ (authorises, au-
thorising, authorised), authorize verb to
give permission for something to be done
authoritarianauthoritarian /ɔ
|�θɒr|teəriən/ adj con-
trolling people strictly
authoritativeauthoritative /ɔ
 |θɒrtətv/ adj 1. in a
powerful way, so that people will obey 2.
recognised as expert
authoritiesauthorities /ɔ
 |θɒrtiz/ plural noun the
government
authority

� authority /ɔ
 |θɒrti/ (plural authori-
ties) noun 1. power to control something �
He has no authority to act on our behalf.
(NOTE: no plural) 2. an organisation that has
control over something � The education
authority pays teachers’ salaries. 3. an ex-
pert � He’s an authority on Greek litera-
ture.
autismautism /ɔ
tz(ə)m/ noun a mental condi-
tion which makes people who have it una-
ble to react in the usual way to other people
autobiographyautobiography /�ɔ
təυba |ɒ(rəfi/ (plu-
ral autobiographies) noun a story of the
life of a person written by himself or her-
self (NOTE: +autobiographical adj)
autocratautocrat /ɔ
təkr�t/ noun a person who
governs or manages with total power over
the people in a country or organisation (of-
ten as criticism)
autographautograph /ɔ
tə(rɑ
f/ noun a famous
person’s name written in their own writing
for someone to keep (NOTE: + autograph v)
automateautomate /ɔ
təmet/ (automates, auto-
mating, automated) verb to use machines
to do work which previously was done by
people
automated teller machineautomated teller machine
/�ɔ
təmetd telə mə|�ʃi
n/ noun a ma-
chine outside a bank from which money
can be obtained when a card is inserted.
Abbreviation ATM (NOTE: The British term
is cashpoint machine.)
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automatic

� automatic /�ɔ
tə |m�tk/ adj 1. work-
ing by itself � There is an automatic device
which cuts off the electric current. 2. done
without thinking about it very much � She
gave the receptionist an automatic smile as
she passed. 3. based on an agreement or
existing situation � an automatic fine for
parking
automatically

� automatically /�ɔ
tə|m�tkli/ adv 1.
by a machine, without people having to do
anything 2. without thinking about it very
much � I signed the bill automatically. 3.
as a result of an agreement or existing situ-
ation � The company automatically retires
people at 60.
automationautomation /�ɔ
tə |meʃ(ə)n/ noun the
practice of using machines instead of peo-
ple to carry out work
automobileautomobile /ɔ
təməbi
l/ noun especial-
ly US a car
automotiveautomotive /�ɔ
tə |məυtv/ adj referring
to motor vehicles
autonomousautonomous /ɔ
 |tɒnəməs/ adj self-
governing
autonomyautonomy /ɔ
|tɒnəmi/ noun 1. self-gov-
ernment 2. the fact of being able to decide
what to do by yourself, without asking an-
yone else
autopsyautopsy /ɔ
tɒpsi/ (plural autopsies)
noun the examination of the body of a dead
person to find the cause of death
autumn

� autumn /ɔ
təm/ noun the season of
the year between summer and winter � In
autumn, the leaves turn brown. � We went
on a walking holiday last autumn. � I’ll be
starting my new job in the autumn term.
auxiliaryauxiliary /ɔ
(|zliəri/ noun a person who
helps other workers
auxiliary verbauxiliary verb /ɔ
( |zliəri v#
b/ noun a
verb that is used with another verb to show
person, number, mood, tense, or aspect

COMMENT: The auxiliary verbs in English
are be, do and have.

available

� available /ə |veləb(ə)l/ adj able to be
obtained � The tablets are available from
most chemists. (NOTE: + availability n)
avalancheavalanche /�vəlɑ
ntʃ/ noun a sudden
fall of a large amount of snow down the
side of a mountain
avant-gardeavant-garde /��vɒŋ (ɑ
d/ adj de-
scribes things such as forms of art or ways
of thinking that are new, original and not
traditional
AveAve abbr avenue
avengeavenge /ə |vend�/ (avenges, avenging,
avenged) verb to hurt or punish someone
because they have done wrong to you or to
someone close to you � to avenge yourself

on someone to make someone suffer for
something wrong that they have done to
you � She wanted to avenge herself on her
rival.
avenue

� avenue /�vənju
/ noun a wide street
in a town, often with trees along the side
average

� average /�v(ə)rd�/ noun 1. the
standard that is usual or typical � The jour-
ney time today was much slower than the
bus company’s average. 2. a total calculat-
ed by adding several quantities together
and dividing by the number of different
quantities added [/~for] � the average for
the last three months or the last three
months’ average � The temperature has
been above the average for the time of year.
� adj 1. ordinary or typical � It was an av-
erage working day at the office. � Their
daughter is of above average intelligence.
� above or below average more or less
than is usual or typical 2. not very good �

Their results were only average. 3. calcu-
lated by dividing the total by the number of
quantities � His average speed was 30
miles per hour. � verb (averages, averag-
ing, averaged) to be as an average � Price
increases have averaged 10% per annum.
avertavert /ə |v#
t/ (averts, averting, averted)
verb to prevent something happening
aviationaviation /�evi |eʃ(ə)n/ noun the action
of flying aircraft
avidavid /�vd/ adj extremely keen
avocadoavocado /��və |kɑ
dəυ/ (plural avoca-
dos) noun a fruit which has a thick green or
black skin and pale green flesh with a large
seed inside
avoid

� avoid /ə|vɔd/ (avoids, avoiding,
avoided) verb 1. to keep away from some-
one or something � Travel early to avoid
the traffic jams. � Aircraft fly high to avoid
storms. 2. to try to prevent something from
happening � How can we avoid a row? 3. �
to avoid doing something to try not to do
something � He’s always trying to avoid
taking a decision. � You must avoid travel-
ling on Friday evenings.
avoidableavoidable /ə |vɔdəb(ə)l/ adj which can
be or could have been avoided
awaitawait /ə|wet/ (awaits, awaiting, await-
ed) verb to wait for something
awake

� awake /ə|wek/ adj not asleep � It’s 2
o’clock and I’m still awake. � verb
(awakes, awaking, awoke, awoken) 1. to
wake someone up � He was awoken by the
sound of the telephone. 2. to wake up � He
awoke when he heard them knocking on the
door. � They awoke to find a fox in their
tent.
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awakenawaken /ə |wekən/ (awakens, awaken-
ing, awakened) verb 1. to wake up 2. to
wake someone up
awakeningawakening /ə |wek(ə)nŋ/ noun a wak-
ing up
award

� award /ə |wɔ
d/ noun something such
as a prize or a gift of money that is given to
someone [~of/~for] � a design award � He
received an award of £1000. � The school
has been nominated for an award for inno-
vation. � verb (awards, awarding, award-
ed) to give someone something such as a
prize, a degree or diploma, money or a con-
tract to do work � He was awarded first
prize. � She was awarded damages.
award-winningaward-winning /ə|wɔ
d �wnŋ/ adj
having won an award or awards
aware

� aware /ə |weə/ adj knowing something
� I’m not aware of any problem. � Is he
aware that we have to decide quickly? �

not that I am aware of not as far as I know
� Has there ever been an accident here be-
fore? – Not that I am aware of.
away

� away /ə |we/ adv 1. at a particular dis-
tance or time � The nearest shop is three
kilometres away. 2. not here, somewhere
else � The managing director is away on
business. � My assistant is away today. 3.
(in sports) at your opponents’ sports
ground � Our team is playing away next
Saturday. 4. (as emphasis, after verbs)
without stopping � The birds were singing
away in the garden.
awe

� awe /ɔ
/ noun great fear of or respect
for someone � to be in awe of someone to
be frightened of someone � She is in awe of
her father.

awful

� awful /ɔ
f(ə)l/ adj very bad or unpleas-
ant � She felt awful about missing the par-
ty. � He’s got an awful cold. � Turn off the
television – that programme’s awful!
awfully

� awfully /ɔ
f(ə)li/ adv very (informal) �
It’s awfully difficult to contact her.
awkward

� awkward /ɔ
kwəd/ adj 1. embarrass-
ing or difficult to deal with � awkward
questions 2. difficult to use or deal with be-
cause of shape, size or position � The han-
dle’s a very awkward shape. 3. not conven-
ient � Next Thursday is awkward for me –
what about Friday? 4. (of a person) not re-
laxed or confident on social occasions 5.
(of a person) clumsy and unattractive in ap-
pearance or movement (NOTE: + awkwardly
adv; +awkardness n)
awningawning /ɔ
nŋ/ noun a roof made of
strong cloth, used to keep the sun or rain
off
awokeawoke /ə |wəυk/ past tense of awake
awokenawoken /ə |wəυkən/ past participle of
awake
awryawry /ə|ra/ adj 1. not straight 2. � to go
awry not to happen in the expected way
axeaxe /�ks/ noun a tool with a heavy sharp
metal head, used for cutting through some-
thing � verb (3rd person present plural ax-
es, present participle axing, past participle
axed) to get rid of something or someone
axisaxis /�kss/ (plural axes) noun an imagi-
nary line through the centre of a round ob-
ject such as a ball
axleaxle /�ksəl/ noun a straight bar, usually
made of metal, which connects the wheels
in a vehicle
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bb /bi
/, B noun the second letter of the al-
phabet, between A and C
baabaa /bɑ
/ (baas, baaing, baaed) verb to
make the sound that a sheep makes with its
voice
babblebabble /b�b(ə)l/ noun the sound of peo-
ple talking together � a babble of voices in
the next room � verb (babbles, babbling,
babbled) to speak in a confused way � She
babbled a few words and collapsed. �
What’s he babbling on about?
babebabe /beb/ noun 1. a baby 2. an attractive
young man or woman � She’s a real babe!
baboonbaboon /bə|bu
n/ noun a type of large
African monkey
baby

� baby /bebi/ (plural babies) noun 1. a
very young child � Most babies start to
walk when they are about a year old. � I’ve
known him since he was a baby. 2. a very
young animal � a baby rabbit (NOTE: If you
do not know if a baby is a boy or a girl, you
can refer to it as it: The baby was sucking its
thumb.)
babyishbabyish /bebiʃ/ adj like a baby
baby-sit

� baby-sit /bebi st/ verb to look after
a child or children in a house, while their
parents are out
bachelorbachelor /b�tʃələ/ noun a man who is
not married � He’s still a bachelor and I’m
beginning to wonder if he’ll ever get mar-
ried.
bachelor’s degreebachelor’s degree /b�tʃələz d|�(ri
/
noun a first degree from a university
back

� back /b�k/ noun 1. the part of the body
which is behind you, between the neck and
top of the legs � She went to sleep lying on
her back. � He carried his son on his back.
� Don’t lift that heavy box, you may hurt
your back. 2. the opposite part to the front
of something � He wrote his address on the
back of the envelope. � She sat at the back
of the bus and went to sleep. � The dining
room is at the back of the house. � adj 1. on
the opposite side to the front � He knocked
at the back door of the house. � The back
tyre of my bicycle is flat. 2. (of money)
owed from an earlier date � back pay � adv

1. towards the back of something � She
looked back and waved at me as she left. 2.
in the past � back in the 1950s 3. in the
state that something was previously � Put
the telephone back on the table. � She
watched him drive away and then went
back into the house. � She gave me back
the money she had borrowed. � I’ll phone
you when I am back in the office. (NOTE:
Back is often used after verbs: to give
back, to go back, to pay back, etc.) � verb
(backs, backing, backed) 1. to go back-
wards, or make something go backwards �
He backed or backed his car out of the ga-
rage. 2. to encourage and support a person,
organisation, opinion or activity, some-
times by giving money � Her colleagues
were willing to back the proposal. � to put
someone’s back up to annoy someone

back away phrasal verb to go backwards
from something frightening � The little
girl backed away from the dog.
back out phrasal verb 1. to make a car go
backwards out of a place � He backed
(the car) out of the garage into the main
road. 2. to decide not to support a project
� We had to cancel the project when the
bank backed out.
back up� phrasal verb 1. to help or sup-
port someone � Nobody would back her
up when she complained about the serv-
ice. � Will you back me up in the vote? 2.
to make a copy of a computer file � Don’t
forget to back up your work before you
go home in the evening. 3. to make a car
go backwards � Can you back up, please
– I want to get out of the parking space.

backache

backache /b�kek/ noun a pain in the
back
backbone

� backbone /b�kbəυn/ noun 1. the se-
ries of bones which connect together down
the back of a person or an animal � If
you’re careful, you ought to be able to lift
the backbone off the fish before eating it. 2.
strength of character � It takes someone
with backbone to stand up to the govern-
ment.
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backdatebackdate /b�k |det/ (backdates, back-
dating, backdated) verb to put an earlier
date on something
backerbacker /b�kə/ noun a person who sup-
ports a project with money � One of the
company’s backers has withdrawn.
backfirebackfire /�b�k|faə/ (backfires, backfir-
ing, backfired) verb 1. (of a car) to make a
loud noise in the engine � The motorbike
backfired several times when I started it
this morning. 2. (of a plan) to go wrong, to
turn out exactly the opposite to what was
expected � He was sure that everything
would go according to plan and had never
even thought it could backfire. � All their
holiday plans backfired when their chil-
dren got chickenpox.
backgammonbackgammon /b�k|�(�mən/ noun a
board game for two people, in which they
move their playing pieces after throwing
two dice
background

� background /b�k(raυnd/ noun 1.
the part of a picture or view which is be-
hind all the other things that can be seen �
The photograph is of a house with moun-
tains in the background. � His white shirt
stands out against the dark background.
Compare foreground 2. the experiences,
including education and family life, which
someone has had � He comes from a work-
ing-class background. � Her background is
in the restaurant business. 3. information
about a situation [~to] � What is the back-
ground to the complaint? � in the back-
ground while other more obvious or im-
portant things are happening
backhandbackhand /b�kh�nd/ noun a backhand
shot
backing

� backing /b�kŋ/ noun 1. financial
support � He has the backing of a French
bank. 2. music played for a singer � She
sings with an Irish backing group.
backlashbacklash /b�kl�ʃ/ noun a reaction
against something
backlogbacklog /b�klɒ(/ noun a lot of work
which someone has not had time to do yet
backpack

� backpack /b�kp�k/ noun a bag car-
ried on your back
backpacker

� backpacker /b�kp�kə/ noun a per-
son who goes walking for pleasure, carry-
ing a backpack
backpedalbackpedal /b�k |�ped(ə)l/ (backpedals,
backpedalling, backpedalled) verb 1. to
move the pedals of a bike backwards 2. to
change your point of view and do the oppo-
site of what you had promised � The gov-
ernment is starting to backpedal over its
pledge to cut taxes. � The minister had to

backpedal rapidly when the papers found
out about his speech.
back seatback seat /�b�k si
t/ noun a seat in the
back of a vehicle � to take a back seat to
take a less important or active position in
an organisation from choice
back seat driverback seat driver /�b�k si
t dravə/
noun a passenger in a car who offers the
driver advice
backsidebackside /b�ksad/ noun the part of the
body you sit on (informal)
backslashbackslash /b�ksl�ʃ/ noun a keyboard
character (\) in the form of a line that
slopes to the left
backstagebackstage /b�k |sted�/ adv off the
stage in a theatre � The actors gathered
backstage to wait for the audience to settle
down.
back-to-backback-to-back /�b�k tə b�k/ adj, adv 1.
with the back of one person or thing
against the back of another � Stand back-
to-back to see who is the tallest. � They put
the chairs back-to-back. 2. happening one
after the other � back-to-back meetings
backtrackbacktrack /b�ktr�k/ (backtracks,
backtracking, backtracked) verb 1. to go
back 2. to say that you no longer agree with
something that you did or said previously
backupbackup /b�k�p/ noun helper, support
backwardbackward /b�kwəd/ adv US same as
backwards
backwards

� backwards /b�kwədz/ adv from the
front towards the back � Don’t step back-
wards. � ‘Tab’ is ‘bat’ spelt backwards. �

backwards and forwards in one direction,
then in the opposite direction � The police-
man was walking backwards and forwards
in front of the bank.
backwaterbackwater /b�kwɔ
tə/ noun a quiet
country place, away from the capital city
backyardbackyard /b�k |jɑ
d/ noun 1. an en-
closed area behind a house, with a hard
surface � We keep our bikes in the back-
yard. 2. the area in which you live � They
have no idea of what’s going on in their
own backyard. 3. US a piece of land behind
a house
bacon

� bacon /bekən/ noun meat from a pig
which has been treated with salt or smoke,
usually cut into thin pieces
bacteriabacteria /b�k|təriə/ plural noun very
small living things, some of which can
cause disease
bacterialbacterial /b�k |təriəl/, bacteriological
/b�ktəriə |lɒd�k(ə)l/ adj caused by bac-
teria � a bacterial infection
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bad

� bad /b�d/ (worse, worst) adj 1. caus-
ing problems, or likely to cause problems �
Eating too much fat is bad for your health.
� We were shocked at their bad behaviour.
2. of poor quality or skill � He’s a bad driv-
er. � She’s good at singing but bad at play-
ing the piano. 3. unpleasant � He’s got a
bad cold. � She’s in a bad temper. � I’ve
got some bad news for you. � The weather
was bad when we were on holiday in Au-
gust. 4. serious � He had a bad accident on
the motorway.
bad debtbad debt /�b�d det/ noun an amount of
money owed to a person or to a company,
which will never be paid
badgebadge /b�d�/ noun a small sign attached
to someone’s clothes to show something
such as who someone is or what company
they belong to
badgerbadger /b�d�ə/ noun a wild animal,
with short legs and a black and white mark
on the front of its head, which lives in holes
in the ground � Farmers say that cows can
catch TB from badgers.
bad languagebad language /b�d l�ŋ(wd�/ noun
swearing and rude words
badly

� badly /b�dli/ (worse, worst) adv 1.
not well or successfully � She did badly in
her driving test. 2. seriously � He was bad-
ly injured in the motorway accident. 3.
very much � His hair badly needs cutting.
badly offbadly off /�b�dli ɒf/ adj not having very
much money � When her husband died she
was left quite badly off.
badmintonbadminton /b�dmntən/ noun a game
for two or four people, similar to tennis, in
which the players use rackets to hit a shut-
tlecock over a net
badmouthbadmouth /b�dmaυθ/ (badmouths,
badmouthing, badmouthed) verb to criti-
cise someone in a rude or unpleasant way
(informal)
bad-temperedbad-tempered /�b�d tempəd/ adj feel-
ing angry
bafflebaffle /b�f(ə)l/ (baffles, baffling, baf-
fled) verb to be unable to understand some-
thing � I’m baffled as to why the car won’t
start. � The cause of the common cold has
baffled scientists for years.
bag

� bag /b�(/ noun 1. a soft container
made of plastic, cloth or paper and used for
carrying things � a bag of sweets � He put
the apples in a paper bag. 2. same as hand-
bag � My keys are in my bag. 3. a suitcase
or other container used for clothes and oth-
er possessions when travelling � Have you
packed your bags yet?

bagel

bagel /be((ə)l/ noun a small hard bread
roll, shaped like a ring
baggage

baggage /b�(d�/ noun cases and bags
which you take with you when travelling
baggy

baggy /b�(i/ (baggier, baggiest) adj (of
clothes) appearing too big for the person
who is wearing them
bagpipes

bagpipes /b�(paps/ plural noun a mu-
sical instrument used especially in Scot-
land, Ireland and Brittany, which is played
by blowing air into a bag and then pumping
it through pipes
baguette

baguette /b� |(et/ noun a stick-shaped
loaf of bread
bail

bail /bel/ noun money which an arrested
person, or someone else, pays to a court as
a promise that the person will return to
court for their trial. If they do not return the
court keeps the money. � She was released
on bail of £5000.

bail out phrasal verb 1. to help someone
in difficulty � When he couldn’t pay his
rent, he asked his father to bail him out.
2. to pay money to a court to have a pris-
oner set free � He phoned his lawyer to
see if someone could bail him out. 3. to
remove water from a boat � I’ll try to
plug the hole, if you start to bail out.

bailiffbailiff /belf/ noun a court official who is
responsible for making sure that court or-
ders are obeyed � The court ordered the
bailiff to seize his property because he had
not paid his debt. � We were having break-
fast when the bailiffs arrived and seized
our car.
baitbait /bet/ (baits, baiting, baited) verb to
attach bait to a hook � He baited his line
with a worm.
bake

� bake /bek/ (bakes, baking, baked)
verb to cook food such as bread or cakes in
an oven � Mum’s baking a cake for my
birthday. � Bake the pizza for 35 minutes.
baked beans

� baked beans /�bekt bi
nz/ plural
noun dried white beans cooked in tomato
sauce � We had baked beans on toast for
supper. � Can you go to the grocer’s and
get me a tin of baked beans?
baked potato

baked potato /�bekt pə |tetəυ/ noun a
potato which you bake in the oven, often
cut open when it is cooked and filled with
another food such as cheese or beans
baker

� baker /bekə/ noun a person whose
job is to make bread and cakes � the bak-
er’s a shop that sells bread and cakes � Can
you go to the baker’s and get a loaf of
brown bread?
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bakerybakery /bekəri/ noun a place where
bread and cakes are made for selling to the
public
balance

� balance /b�ləns/ noun 1. the quality
of staying steady � The cat needs a good
sense of balance to walk along the top of a
fence. � to keep your balance not to fall
over � to lose your balance to fall down �
As he was crossing the river on the tight-
rope he lost his balance and fell. 2. an
amount of money remaining in an account
� I have a balance of £25 in my bank ac-
count. 3. an amount of money still to be
paid from a larger sum owed � You can pay
£100 now and the balance in three instal-
ments. � The balance outstanding is now
£5000. � verb (balances, balancing, bal-
anced) 1. to stay or stand in position with-
out falling � The cat balanced on the top of
the fence. 2. to make something stay in po-
sition without falling � The waiter bal-
anced a pile of dirty plates on his arm.
balancedbalanced /b�lənst/ adj 1. not extreme,
having equal quantities � a balanced diet 2.
sensible � to express a balanced opinion
balance sheetbalance sheet /b�ləns ʃi
t/ noun a
statement of a company’s financial posi-
tion at the end of a period of time
balancing actbalancing act /b�lənsŋ �kt/ noun a
skilful attempt to deal with opposing
groups or opinions, or with a large variety
of jobs
balconybalcony /b�lkəni/ noun 1. a small flat
area that sticks out from an upper level of a
building protected by a low wall or by
posts � The flat has a balcony overlooking
the harbour. � Breakfast is served on the
balcony. 2. the upper rows of seats in a the-
atre or cinema � We booked seats at the
front of the balcony.
baldbald /bɔ
ld/ adj having no hair where
there used to be hair, especially on the head
� His grandfather is quite bald. � He is be-
ginning to go bald.
baldingbalding /bɔ
ldŋ/ adj going bald
baldlybaldly /bɔ
ldli/ adv done or said in a
plain and simple way
balebale /bel/ noun a large block of a sub-
stance such as wool, paper or cotton � a
bale of cotton � They used bales of straw to
make walls alongside the racetrack.
balkbalk /bɔ
k/ verb another spelling of baulk
ball

� ball /bɔ
l/ noun 1. a round object used
in playing games, for throwing, kicking or
hitting � They played in the garden with an
old tennis ball. � He kicked the ball into the
goal. 2. any round object � a ball of wool �
He crumpled the paper up into a ball. 3. a

formal dance � to have a ball to enjoy
yourself a lot � You can see from the photos
we were having a ball. � to play ball to
work well with someone to achieve some-
thing � I asked them for a little more time
but they won’t play ball. � to start the ball
rolling to start something happening � I’ll
start the ball rolling by introducing the vis-
itors, then you can introduce yourselves. �
to be on the ball to have a lot of skill or
knowledge of something � I’ll ask Mary to
do it – she’s been here a long time and is
really on the ball. � someone won’t play
ball someone won’t cooperate
balladballad /b�ləd/ noun a simple romantic
song
ball boyball boy /bɔ
l bɔ/ noun a boy who picks
up the balls during tennis games
ballerinaballerina /�b�lə |ri
nə/ noun a woman
ballet dancer
balletballet /b�le/ noun 1. a type of dance,
given as a public entertainment, where
dancers perform a story to music 2. a per-
formance of this type of dance � We went
to the ballet last night.
ball gameball game /bɔ
l (em/ noun 1. a game
played with a ball � football, tennis and
other ball games 2. US a game of baseball
ball girlball girl /bɔ
l (#
l/ noun a girl who picks
up the balls during tennis games
balloon

� balloon /bə|lu
n/ noun 1. a large ball
which is blown up with air or gas 2. a very
large balloon which rises as the air inside it
is heated, sometimes with a container at-
tached for people to travel in � We went for
a ride in a hot-air balloon. � verb (bal-
loons, ballooning, ballooned) to increase
quickly in size or amount
ballotballot /b�lət/ noun a way of voting in
which voters mark papers with a cross �

verb (ballots, balloting, balloted) 1. to get
people to vote on something � The union is
balloting its members on the strike. 2. to
vote by marking papers with a cross � They
balloted for the place on the committee.
ballot boxballot box /b�lət bɒks/ noun a box for
putting voting papers into
ballpointballpoint /bɔ
lpɔnt/, ballpoint pen
/�bɔ
lpɔnt pen/ noun a pen which has a
small ball at the tip over which ink flows as
you write � Don’t write in ballpoint, use a
pencil.
ballroomballroom /bɔ
lru
m/ noun a large room
for formal dances
ballroom dancingballroom dancing /bɔ
lru
m
�dɑ
nsŋ/ noun formal dancing
balmbalm /bɑ
m/ noun a soothing ointment
balmybalmy /bɑ
mi/ adj pleasantly mild
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Baltic

Baltic /bɔ
ltk/ noun the sea south of
Sweden and Finland, and north of Poland �
We spent the summer cruising along the
Baltic coast.
bamboo

bamboo /b�m |bu
/ noun a tall tropical
plant whose stems are used as supports or
in making furniture
ban

� ban /b�n/ noun an official statement
which says that people must not do some-
thing [~on] � There is a ban on smoking in
many public places. � verb (banning,
banned, banned) to say officially that peo-
ple must not do something [~from] � She
was banned from driving for three years.
banal

banal /bə |nɑ
l/ adj quite ordinary and un-
interesting
banana

banana /bə|nɑ
nə/ noun a long yellow,
slightly curved fruit which grows in hot
countries
band

� band /b�nd/ noun 1. a group of people
who play music together � The soldiers
marched down the street, following the
band. � My brother’s in a rock band. 2. a
group of people who do something togeth-
er � Bands of drunken football fans were
wandering around the streets. 3. a narrow
piece of something � Her hair was tied
back with a red band. 4. a long thin mark of
a particular colour � a black tee-shirt with
a broad band of yellow across the front 5. a
range of things taken together � He’s in the
top salary band. � We’re looking for some-
thing in the £10 – £15 price band.
bandage

� bandage /b�ndd�/ noun a cloth for
putting around an injured part of the body
� The nurse put a bandage round his knee.
� His head was covered in bandages.
BandAid

� BandAid /b�nded/ trademark US a
small strip of cloth with gauze in the mid-
dle, which can be stuck to the skin to cover
a wound � Let me put a BandAid on your
finger.
B & B

B & B abbr bed and breakfast
banditbandit /b�ndt/ noun a robber
bandwagon

bandwagon /b�ndw�(ən/ noun � to
jump on the bandwagon to do what eve-
ryone else is doing � Once the prince had
praised the ecological movement, everyone
wanted to jump on the bandwagon.
bandwidth

bandwidth /b�ndwdθ/ noun 1. a range
of radio wavelengths 2. the amount of elec-
tronic data that can be sent through an In-
ternet connection or other communication
channel

bandy about phrasal verb to speak or
write certain words

bang

� bang /b�ŋ/ noun a sudden noise like
that made by a gun � The car started with
a series of loud bangs. � There was a bang
and the tyre went flat. � verb (bangs, bang-
ing, banged) to hit something hard, so as
to make a loud noise � He banged (on) the
table with his hand. � Can’t you stop the
door banging?
bangerbanger /b�ŋə/ noun an old car � I’m
surprised his old banger is still on the
road.
banglebangle /b�ŋ(əl/ noun a metal bracelet
worn round the wrist or ankle
banish

� banish /b�nʃ/ (banishes, banish-
ing, banished) verb 1. to send someone to
live a long distance away, usually out of the
country, or in a distant part of the country,
as a punishment [~to] � He was banished to
a small island. 2. to send someone away
from a particular place [~from/~to] � She
was banished from the front desk to a little
office on the fifth floor. 3. to get rid of
something bad or unpleasant � The aim is
to banish poverty by the year 2010.
banjobanjo /b�nd�əυ/ (plural banjos or ban-
joes) noun a stringed instrument with a
round body and a long neck
bank

� bank /b�ŋk/ noun 1. a business which
holds money for people, and lends them
money � I must go to the bank to get some
money. � She took all her money out of the
bank to buy a car. � How much money do
you have in the bank? 2. land along the side
of a river � He sat on the river bank all day,
trying to catch fish. � There is a path along
the bank of the canal. 3. a long pile of
earth, sand, snow or other substance � The
road was blocked by banks of snow blown
by the wind. � verb (banks, banking,
banked) to store money in a bank � I
banked the cheque as soon as it arrived. �

Have you banked the money yet?
bank on phrasal verb to be sure that
something will happen

bank account

� bank account /b�ŋk ə|�kaυnt/ noun
an arrangement which you make with a
bank to keep your money safely until you
want it � to open a bank account to start
keeping money in a bank � He opened a
bank account when he started his first job.
bank balancebank balance /b�ŋk �b�ləns/ noun
the amount of money someone has in a
bank account
bank cardbank card /b�ŋk kɑ
d/ noun a plastic
card you use with a cheque to make a pay-
ment
bankerbanker /b�ŋkə/ noun a person who has
a senior post in a bank

Intermediate.fm  Page 42 Monday, August 23, 2004  5:36 PM



43 bargain
bank holiday

� bank holiday /�b�ŋk hɒlde/ noun
a public holiday when most people do not
go to work and the banks are closed
banking

� banking /b�ŋkŋ/ noun the work that
banks do � Some supermarkets now offer
banking services.
banknotebanknote /b�ŋknəυt/ noun a piece of
paper money
bankrupt

� bankrupt /b�ŋkr�pt/ noun a person
who cannot pay his or her debts � A bank-
rupt cannot be a member of parliament.
bankruptcybankruptcy /b�ŋkr�ptsi/ noun being
bankrupt
bank statementbank statement /b�ŋk �stetmənt/
noun a written document from a bank
showing the balance of an account
banquetbanquet /b�ŋkwt/ noun a formal din-
ner for important guests
banterbanter /b�ntə/ noun talk with joking
comments
bapbap /b�p/ noun a soft flat white bread roll
baptisebaptise /b�p |taz/ (baptises, baptising,
baptised), baptize verb 1. to receive some-
one into the Christian religion in a ceremo-
ny involving sprinkling or covering with
water 2. to give a baby a name when it is
baptised
baptismbaptism /b�ptz(ə)m/ noun a religious
ceremony where someone, usually a baby,
is welcomed into the Christian church and
given a Christian name after being sprin-
kled with holy water � All the family came
together for the baptism.
bar

� bar /bɑ
/ noun 1. a long piece of some-
thing hard � The yard was full of planks
and metal bars. � a bar of soap, a bar of
chocolate a thick piece of soap or choco-
late 2. a solid piece of a substance such as
chocolate or soap 3. a place where you can
buy and drink alcohol � Let’s meet in the
bar before dinner. � prep except � All of the
suppliers replied bar one. � All bar two of
the players in the team are British. � verb
(bars, barring, barred) 1. to block some-
thing [~to] � The road was barred by the
police. � The path is barred to cyclists. 2. �
to bar someone from doing something to
prevent someone officially from doing
something � He was barred from playing
football for three months.
barbarianbarbarian /bɑ
|beəriən/ noun a wild and
uncivilised person
barbaricbarbaric /bɑ
 |b�rk/ adj cruel and un-
civilised
barbarousbarbarous /bɑ
bərəs/ adj very cruel
(formal)

barbecue

� barbecue /bɑ
bkju
/ noun 1. a metal
grill for cooking food on out of doors �
Light the barbecue at least half an hour be-
fore you start cooking. 2. food cooked on a
barbecue � Here is a recipe for chicken
barbecue. 3. a meal or party where food is
cooked out of doors � We had a barbecue
for twenty guests. � They were invited to a
barbecue. � verb (barbecues, barbecuing,
barbecued) to cook something on a barbe-
cue � Barbecued spare ribs are on the
menu. � She was barbecuing sausages for
lunch when it started to rain.
barbedbarbed /bɑ
bd/ adj (of a remark) sharply
critical � He made some barbed comments
about her singing.
barbed wire

� barbed wire /�bɑ
bd waə/ noun a
type of wire with sharp spikes, used to
make fences
barbellbarbell /bɑ
bel/ noun a long metal bar
with a weight at each end which is used in
weightlifting
barberbarber /bɑ
bə/ noun a person who cuts
men’s hair
barbituratebarbiturate /bɑ
|btʃυrət/ noun a drug
which sends you to sleep
bar chartbar chart /bɑ
 tʃɑ
t/ noun a diagram
where quantities are shown as thick col-
umns of different heights
bar codebar code /bɑ
 kəυd/ noun printed verti-
cal lines containing information which can
be read by a computer
bare

� bare /beə/ (barer, barest) adj 1. not
covered by clothes or shoes � He walked
on the beach in his bare feet. � I can’t sit in
the sun with my arms bare. 2. without any
kind of cover � They slept on the bare
floorboards. � They saw the bare bones of
dead animals in the desert. 3. without
leaves � bare branches 4. with just what is
really needed and nothing extra � We only
took the bare essentials when we went trav-
elling. � She thought £100 was the bare
minimum she would accept. (NOTE: Do not
confuse with bear.)
barefootbarefoot /beəfυt/ adj, adv without shoes
� She walked barefoot in the grass. � The
children were barefoot.
barely

� barely /beəli/ adv almost not � She
barely had enough money to pay for her
ticket. � He barely had time to get dressed
before the police arrived. � The noise is
barely tolerable.
bargain

� bargain /bɑ
(n/ noun 1. something
bought more cheaply than usual � The car
was a real bargain at £500. 2. an agree-
ment between two people or groups of peo-
ple � verb (bargains, bargaining, bar-
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gained) to discuss the terms of an agree-
ment or sale � more than or not what you
bargained for different, usually worse,
than you had expected � into the bargain
as well as other things � The plane was late
and they lost my suitcase into the bargain.

bargain on phrasal verb to expect some-
thing � I hadn’t bargained on it being so
wet. � She’s bargaining on someone
dropping out so that she can take their
place.

bargebarge /bɑ
d�/ (barging, barged) verb
barge in phrasal verb to arrive or inter-
vene in an unwelcome way

bar graphbar graph /bɑ
 (rɑ
f/ noun same as bar
chart
baritonebaritone /b�rtəυn/ noun a singer with
a voice which is higher than a bass and
lower than a tenor � The baritone sang a
duet with the soprano.
barkbark /bɑ
k/ noun 1. the hard outer layer of
a tree 2. the loud sound a dog makes � The
dog gave a bark as we came into the house.
� verb (barks, barking, barked) to be mis-
taken � They don’t know what the real
problem is – they’re barking up the wrong
tree. � his bark is worse than his bite he
is not as frightening as he seems � Don’t be
afraid of Aunt Bessie – her bark is much
worse than her bite.
barleybarley /bɑ
li/ noun a common cereal
crop grown in temperate areas
barmaidbarmaid /bɑ
med/ noun a woman who
serves drinks in a bar (dated)
barmanbarman /bɑ
mən/ (plural barmen) noun
a man who serves drinks in a bar
bar mitzvahbar mitzvah /bɑ
 mtsvə/ noun a cere-
mony where a Jewish boy is made a full
member of his community at the age of 13
barmybarmy /bɑ
mi/ (barmier, barmiest) adj
not sensible (informal)
barnbarn /bɑ
n/ noun a large farm building for
storing produce or for keeping animals or
machinery
barometerbarometer /bə |rɒmtə/ noun an instru-
ment which measures changes in atmos-
pheric pressure and can be used to forecast
the weather
baronbaron /b�rən/ noun 1. a nobleman of a
low rank in the UK 2. the title given to a life
peer in the UK 3. a powerful person (NOTE:
Do not confuse with barren.)
barracksbarracks /b�rəks/ noun a building
where soldiers are housed � The soldiers
marched into their barracks.
barragebarrage /b�rɑ
�/ noun 1. a large amount
of questions or complaints [~of] � He faced

a barrage of questions from reporters when
he arrived at the airport. 2. heavy gunfire,
or a mass of things thrown � The enemy
started an artillery barrage. � The police
were met by a barrage of stones and bot-
tles. 3. a dam made of a wall of soil or
stones which blocks a river � They built a
barrage to help control the water level in
the river.
barrel

� barrel /b�rəl/ noun 1. a container with
curved sides for storing liquid � a barrel of
beer � a wine barrel 2. the tube of a gun out
of which a bullet is fired
barrenbarren /b�rən/ adj (of living things) not
able to produce young, or not fertile � a
barren cow (NOTE: Do not confuse with bar-
on.)
barricadebarricade /�b�r |ked/ noun a pile of
something such as stones or burnt cars,
which is used to block a street or entrance
� Protesters built barricades across sever-
al of the main streets. � verb (barricades,
barricading, barricaded) to build a barri-
cade across somewhere � Protesters barri-
caded the streets. � They barricaded the
doors and windows. � to barricade your-
self in or inside to block a door or window
with furniture and other things so that no
one else can get inside � He barricaded
himself inside the flat.
barrier

� barrier /b�riə/ noun 1. a bar or fence
which blocks a passage � He lifted the bar-
rier and we drove across the border. 2. an
action or problem that makes it difficult for
something to happen [~to] � Lack of quali-
fications can be a barrier to employment.
barringbarring /bɑ
rŋ/ prep unless something
is the case
barristerbarrister /b�rstə/ noun a lawyer who
can present cases in court. � bar
bartenderbartender /bɑ
tendə/ noun a person
who serves behind a bar
barterbarter /bɑ
tə/ (barters, bartering, bar-
tered) verb to discuss the price for some-
thing and try to have it reduced � They had
to barter for the things they bought in the
market.
base

� base /bes/ noun 1. the bottom part of
something � The table lamp has a flat base.
2. a place where you work from [~for] � He
lives in London but uses Paris as a base for
business visits in France. 3. something
from which something else develops or is
produced [~for] � The report will provide a
good base for making some changes. �

verb (bases, basing, based) 1. to use
something or somewhere as a base [~on] �
The theory is based on research done in
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Russia. 2. to have a particular place as your
main home or place of work [~at/in] � She’s
based at head office or in Edinburgh. 3. to
use something as a model for something
else [~on] � The book is based on her moth-
er’s life. � His theory was based on years
of observations.
baseball

� baseball /besbɔ
l/ noun 1. an Amer-
ican game for two teams of nine players, in
which a player hits a ball with a long, nar-
row bat and players from the other team try
to catch it 2. the hard ball used in playing
baseball
baseball capbaseball cap /besbɔ
l k�p/ noun a
soft cotton cap with a large peak
-based-based /best/ suffix 1. produced or de-
veloped from � a milk-based dessert 2. liv-
ing or working at a particular place � a
London-based company
baselinebaseline /beslan/ noun the line at the
back of a tennis court, etc.
basementbasement /besmənt/ noun a floor in a
building below ground level
bashbash /b�ʃ/ noun 1. a knock � I see your
car has had a bash. 2. a party � Are you go-
ing to Jane’s bash tomorrow? � verb
(bashes, bashing, bashed) to hit hard �
When she fell down she bashed her head on
the chair. � He was bashing stakes into the
ground with a mallet.
bashfulbashful /b�ʃf(ə)l/ adj shy and embar-
rassed
basic

� basic /besk/ adj very simple, or at
the first level � Being able to swim is a ba-
sic requirement if you are going canoeing.
� Knowledge of basic Spanish will be
enough for the job.
basically

� basically /beskli/ adv considering
only the most important information and
not the details � Basically, he’s fed up with
his job.
basilbasil /b�z(ə)l/ noun a herb with strongly
scented leaves which is used especially in
Italian cooking
basilicabasilica /bə|zlkə/ noun an important
Catholic church � St Peter’s Basilica is the
most important church in Rome.
basinbasin /bes(ə)n/ noun 1. same as wash-
basin 2. a large or small bowl, especially
one for holding or mixing food items
basis

� basis /bess/ (plural bases) noun 1.
the general facts on which something is
based [~for] � What is the basis for these
proposals? � on the basis of based on �
The calculations are done on the basis of
an exchange rate of 1.6 dollars to the
pound. 2. the general terms of an agree-
ment  � She is working for us on a tempo-

rary basis. � Many of the helpers at the
hospice work on a voluntary basis.
baskbask /bɑ
sk/ (basks, basking, basked)
verb to lie happily in warm sunshine or in a
pleasant atmosphere
basket

� basket /bɑ
skt/ noun a container
made of thin pieces of wood, wire or fibre
woven together
basketball

� basketball /bɑ
sktbɔ
l/ noun a
game played by two teams of five players
who try to throw the ball through an open
net hung high up at each end of the playing
area
bassbass1 /bes/ noun 1. a male singer with a
low-pitched voice 2. a guitar with a low-
pitched sound � adj relating to a low-
pitched voice or music � He has a pleasant
bass voice. Compare tenor
bassbass2 /bes/ noun a type of edible fresh-
water fish
bassoonbassoon /bə|su
n/ noun a long wooden
wind instrument, with a low tone
bastard

� bastard /bɑ
stəd/ noun 1. a person
whose parents are not married � Technical-
ly speaking, many children are born bas-
tards nowadays. 2. a nasty person or nasty
thing (generally offensive) � The bastard
walked out of the restaurant without pay-
ing. � The written driving test is a real bas-
tard.
bastionbastion /b�stiən/ noun a place which
protects a particular way of living or set of
opinions
bat

� bat /b�t/ noun 1. a piece of wood used
for hitting a ball � a baseball bat � a crick-
et bat 2. a small animal with skin flaps like
wings that flies at night and hangs upside
down when resting
batchbatch /b�tʃ/ noun a number of things
made at one time
bath

� bath /bɑ
θ/ noun (plural baths) 1. a
large container in which you can sit and
wash your whole body � There’s a wash-
basin and a bath in the bathroom. 2. the
process of washing your whole body � to
have a bath to wash your whole body in a
bath � verb (baths, bathing, bathed) to
wash yourself or someone else in a bath �

She’s bathing the baby. � Do you prefer to
bath or shower? (NOTE: Do not confuse with
bathe.)
bathebathe /beð/ (bathes, bathing, bathed)
verb 1. to go into water to swim or wash �
Thousands of people come to bathe in the
Ganges. 2. to wash a cut or damaged part
of the body carefully � A nurse bathed the
wound on his arm. 3. US to have a bath � I
just have enough time to bathe before my

Intermediate.fm  Page 45  Monday, August 23, 2004  5:36 PM



bathrobe 46
dinner guests arrive. (NOTE: Do not confuse
with bath.)
bathrobebathrobe /bɑ
θrəυb/ noun a loose coat
of towelling, worn when you get out of a
bath � She came out of the bathroom
dressed in a pink bathrobe.
bathroom

� bathroom /bɑ
θru
m/ noun 1. a room
in a house with a bath, a washbasin and
usually a toilet � The house has two bath-
rooms. 2. US a room containing a toilet �

Where’s the bathroom? � Can I use your
bathroom, please?
bathtubbathtub /bɑ
θt�b/ noun US the contain-
er in which you sit and wash your body
batonbaton /b�tɒn/ noun 1. a large stick used
to hit with � The crowd was stopped by a
row of policemen carrying batons. 2. a thin
white stick used to conduct an orchestra 3.
a stick which is passed from runner to run-
ner in a relay race
batsmanbatsman /b�tsmən/ (plural batsmen)
noun the player who is batting in a cricket
match
battalionbattalion /bə |t�ljən/ noun a section of
the army, usually commanded by a lieuten-
ant-colonel
batterbatter /b�tə/ noun 1. a liquid mixture of
flour, milk and usually eggs � fish coated
in batter and fried 2. (in baseball ) the play-
er who has the bat and hits the ball � verb
(batters, battering, battered) to hit often �
He was accused of battering the baby to
death.
batteredbattered /b�təd/ adj old and in a bad
condition � a battered old car
battery

� battery /b�t(ə)ri/ (plural batteries)
noun an object that fits into a piece of elec-
trical equipment to provide it with electric
energy � My calculator needs a new bat-
tery. � The battery has given out so I can’t
use my radio. � My mobile phone has a re-
chargeable battery.
battle

� battle /b�t(ə)l/ noun 1. an occasion
when large groups of soldiers fight each
other using powerful weapons [~for/~of] �
Many soldiers died in the first battle for the
bridge. � Wellington won the Battle of Wa-
terloo. 2. an attempt to prevent something
unpleasant and difficult to deal with
[~against/~for] � a constant battle for better
living standards � He lost his battle
against cancer. � verb (battles, battling,
battled) to try to prevent something un-
pleasant and difficult to deal with
[~against/~with/~for]
battlefieldbattlefield /b�t(ə)lfi
ld/, battleground
/b�t(ə)l(raυnd/ noun a site of a battle

battlementsbattlements /b�t(ə)lmənts/ plural
noun the top part of a castle wall, with plac-
es where soldiers could shoot at attackers �
Soldiers were firing from the battlements.
battleshipbattleship /b�t(ə)lʃp/ noun the largest
type of warship, with big guns
baulkbaulk /bɔ
k/ (baulks, baulking, baulked)
verb to refuse to do something which is
dangerous or unpleasant (NOTE: also
spelled balk)
bawlbawl /bɔ
l/ (bawls, bawling, bawled) verb
to shout loudly
bay

� bay /be/ noun 1. an area along a coast
where the land curves inwards � a shel-
tered bay 2. a marked or enclosed area used
for a particular purpose � a bay marked
‘Reserved Parking’
bay leafbay leaf /be li
f/ noun an aromatic leaf
of a bay tree which is used in cooking
bayonetbayonet /beənt/ noun a sharp blade fit-
ted at the end of a rifle � The soldiers were
ordered to fix bayonets.
bay windowbay window /be wndəυ/ noun a win-
dow which sticks out from a flat wall
bazaarbazaar /bə|zɑ
/ noun a market in South
Asia, the Middle East or North Africa � We
visited the busy bazaar to try to buy spices.
BBCBBC noun the British national radio and
TV company � We were listening to the
BBC news or to the news on the BBC. � The
BBC broadcasts to many countries in the
world. � A BBC reporter wanted to inter-
view her. Full form British Broadcasting
Corporation
BBQBBQ abbr barbecue
BCBC used after a date to show that it is after
the birth of Jesus Christ. Full form before
Christ. Compare AD (NOTE: Sometimes
BCE (before the Common Era) is used to
avoid referring to Jesus Christ.)
be

� be /b, bi
/ (1st person present singular
am, 2nd person present singular are, 3rd
person present singular is, 1st person
present plural are, 2nd person present plu-
ral are, 3rd person present plural are,
present subjunctive be, 1st person singular
past indicative was, 2nd person singular
past indicative were, 3rd person singular
past indicative was, 1st person plural past
indicative were, 2nd person plural past in-
dicative were, 3rd person plural past indica-
tive were, past subjunctive were, past parti-
ciple been) verb 1. used for describing a
person or thing � Our house is older than
yours. � She is bigger than her brother. �

Lemons are yellow. � The soup is hot. � Put
on your coat – it is cold outside. � I’m cold
after standing waiting for the bus. � Are
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you tired after your long walk? 2. used for
showing age or time � He’s twenty years
old. � She will be two next month. � It is
nearly ten o’clock. � It is time to get up. �
September is the beginning of autumn. 3.
used for showing price � Onions are 80p a
kilo. � The cakes are 50p each. � My car
was worth £10,000 when it was new. 4.
used for showing someone’s job � His fa-
ther is a bus driver. � She wants to be a
teacher. 5. used for showing things such as
size, weight, height, etc. � He’s 1.70m tall.
� The room is three metres square. � Our
house is ten miles from the nearest station.
6. to add up to � Two and two are four. 7.
used for showing that someone or some-
thing exists or is in a particular place �
There was a crowd of people waiting for
the shop to open. � There were only two
people left on the bus. � Where are we? �

There’s your hat!
beach

� beach /bi
tʃ/ noun an area of sand or
small stones by the edge of the sea
beaconbeacon /bi
kən/ noun a light which
warns about something or shows ships or
aircraft the way to go
beadbead /bi
d/ noun 1. a little piece of wood,
plastic or glass, with a hole in it, which is
used to make a necklace or other decora-
tion � She was wearing a string of red
beads. � Beads are back in fashion again.
2. a small drop of liquid � Beads of sweat
formed on his brow.
beaglebeagle /bi
((ə)l/ noun a breed of dog
used for hunting
beak

� beak /bi
k/ noun the hard part of a
bird’s mouth
beakerbeaker /bi
kə/ noun 1. a drinking cup
with or without a handle, sometimes with a
lid and spout if intended for very small
children � We’ll use these glasses and the
children can have the plastic beakers. �
She’s just started to drink from a beaker. 2.
a glass jar used in chemical experiments �
You need a beaker and a Bunsen burner for
this experiment.
beambeam /bi
m/ noun 1. a long block of wood
or metal which supports a structure, espe-
cially a roof � You can see the old beams in
the ceiling. 2. a ray of light � The beam
from the car’s headlights shone into the
barn. � Beams of sunlight came through
the coloured glass. � verb (beams, beam-
ing, beamed) to give a big happy smile
[~at] � The little girl beamed at him.
bean

� bean /bi
n/ noun a seed or the long thin
pod of various different plants, that is
cooked and eaten

bear

� bear /beə/ noun a large wild animal
covered with fur � verb (bears, bearing,
bore, borne) 1. to carry or support some-
thing � The letter bore a London postmark.
� Will this branch bear my weight? 2. to ac-
cept something bad or unpleasant in a calm
way � She bore the bad news bravely. � be
unable to bear someone or something to
strongly dislike someone or something � I
can’t bear the smell of cooking fish. � to
bear something in mind to remember
something that might change a decision �

Bear in mind that it takes 2 hours to get
there. � Bear me in mind when you’re look-
ing for help.

bear out phrasal verb to confirm some-
thing
bear up phrasal verb to survive cheerful-
ly
bear with phrasal verb to wait patiently
for someone to do something

bearablebearable /beərəb(ə)l/ adj which you can
accept even though it is unpleasant
beard

� beard /bəd/ noun the hair growing on
a man’s chin and cheeks � a long white
beard
bearerbearer /beərə/ noun 1. a person who car-
ries or brings something [~of] � Flag bear-
ers walked in front of the groups of sol-
diers. � He said he was the bearer of bad
news. 2. a person who owns a legal docu-
ment such as a cheque � This card entitles
the bearer to a discount.
bearing

� bearing /beərŋ/ noun 1. one of a set
of little balls inside which an axle turns �
The bearings in the bicycle wheel had to be
replaced. 2. a calculation to show where
you are � You need a compass to take a
bearing. � to find or get your bearings to
find out where you are � Give me a few mo-
ments to get my bearings. 3. the way a per-
son carries his or her body � to have a or
some or no bearing on something a or
some or no connection to or effect on
something � The letter had no bearing on
the result of the trial. � to lose your bear-
ings to get lost � I’m sorry I’m late, but I
didn’t have a map and lost my bearings.
bear marketbear market /beə �mɑ
kt/ noun a peri-
od when prices on the stock market fall as
shareholders sell shares, because they
think share prices will fall further. Com-
pare bull market
beast

� beast /bi
st/ noun 1. a wild animal 2. a
nasty person � The beast! He left nothing
for anyone else.
beat

� beat /bi
t/ noun a regular pattern of
sound � They danced to the beat of the

Intermediate.fm  Page 47  Monday, August 23, 2004  5:36 PM



beating 48
drums. � heartbeat � verb (beats, beating,
beat, beaten) 1. to make a regular sound �
His heart was still beating when the ambu-
lance arrived. � Her heart beat faster as
she went into the interview. 2. to hit some-
thing or someone hard � He was beaten by
a gang of youths. 3. to win a game against
another player or team [~at] � We beat the
Australians at cricket last year. � Their
football team beat us by 10 goals to 2.

beat down phrasal verb 1. to make some-
one reduce a price � I beat down his price
or I beat him down. 2. to fall hard on �
The sun was beating down so we looked
for some shade. � The rain beat down on
the marchers.
beat up� phrasal verb 1. to whip cream,
eggs or another food � Beat up the mix-
ture in a big bowl. 2. to attack someone �
Three muggers beat him up and stole his
wallet.

beating

� beating /bi
tŋ/ noun the act of hitting
or defeating
beauticianbeautician /bju
|tʃ(ə)n/ noun a person
who makes people beautiful by applying
makeup
beautiful

� beautiful /bju
tf(ə)l/ adj 1. physical-
ly very attractive � We have three beautiful
daughters. 2. pleasant to look at � a beau-
tiful house � the beautiful colours of the
autumn leaves 3. pleasant or enjoyable �

What beautiful weather for a walk.
beautifullybeautifully /bju
tf(ə)li/ adv in a very
pleasing way
beautifybeautify /bju
tfa/ (beautifies, beauti-
fying, beautified) verb to make someone or
something beautiful
beauty

� beauty /bju
ti/ (plural beauties) noun
1. the quality of being beautiful � an object
of great beauty � the beauty of the tall trees
against the background of the blue lake 2.
a beautiful woman or a beautiful thing � At
18 she was a real beauty. � Look at these
apples, they’re real beauties.
beauty spotbeauty spot /bju
ti spɒt/ noun a fa-
mous beautiful place
beaverbeaver /bi
və/ noun an American animal
with soft brown fur, sharp teeth and a broad
flat tail, which lives in water � Beavers cut
down young trees to build their homes.
becamebecame /b |kem/ past tense of become
because

� because /b|kɒz/ conj for the reason
that follows � I was late because I missed
the train. � The dog’s wet because he’s
been in the river. � because of as a result
of � The plane was delayed because of bad
weather.

beckon

beckon /bekən/ (beckons, beckoning,
beckoned) verb to make a sign with your
hand telling someone to come to you [~to]
� The nurse beckoned to her to come into
the room.
become

� become /b|k�m/ (becomes, becom-
ing, became, become) verb 1. to change to
something different � The sky became dark
and the wind became stronger. � They be-
came good friends. � As she got older she
became rather deaf. � It soon became ob-
vious that he didn’t understand a word of
what I was saying. 2. to start to work as �

He wants to become a doctor.
bed

� bed /bed/ noun 1. a piece of furniture
for sleeping on � Lie down on my bed if
you’re tired. � to go to bed to get into your
bed for the night � She always goes to bed
at 9 o’clock. � to make a bed to make a
bed tidy or change the bedclothes after
someone has slept in it � You can’t go into
your hotel room because the beds haven’t
been made. � Have you made your bed? 2.
a piece of ground for particular plants to
grow in � a strawberry bed � a rose bed 3.
the ground at the bottom of water � the
sandy bed of a river � a river bed
bedclothes

bedclothes /bedkləυðz/ plural noun
sheets and blankets which cover a bed �

She woke up when all her bedclothes fell
off.
beddingbedding /bedŋ/ noun 1. sheets, blan-
kets and other items for a bed; bedclothes
� When you rent a cottage the bedding is
usually provided. 2. a soft material such as
hay for an animal to sleep on
bedraggled

bedraggled /b |dr�((ə)ld/ adj dirty, un-
tidy and wet
bedrockbedrock /bedrɒk/ noun 1. the bottom
layer of rock under the earth 2. basic prin-
ciples � Socialism is the bedrock of the
party’s manifesto.
bedroom

� bedroom /bedru
m/ noun a room
where you sleep � My bedroom is on the
first floor. � The hotel has twenty-five bed-
rooms. � Shut your bedroom door if you
want to be quiet.
bedside

bedside /bedsad/ noun the side of a
bed
bedspreadbedspread /bedspred/ noun a decorat-
ed cloth put over a bed
bedtime

� bedtime /bedtam/ noun the time
when you go to bed
beebee /bi
/ noun an insect which makes hon-
ey, and can sting you
beechbeech /bi
tʃ/ noun same as beech tree
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beech treebeech tree /bi
tʃ tri
/ noun a common
hardwood tree � Beech trees are common
on the chalk hills in the south of England.
beefbeef /bi
f/ noun meat from a cow � roast
beef � beef stew
beefburgerbeefburger /bi
fb#
(ə/ noun a cake of
grilled minced beef, usually served in a roll
beefybeefy /bi
fi/ adj big and muscular � a
strong, beefy looking man
beehivebeehive /bi
hav/ noun a box for bees to
make a nest in
been

� been /bi
n/ past participle of be
beepbeep /bi
p/ noun an audible warning
sound � The printer will make a beep when
it runs out of paper. � verb (beeps, beep-
ing, beeped) to make a beep � The compu-
ter beeped when I hit the wrong key. � bleep
beer

� beer /bə/ noun 1. an alcoholic drink
made from grain and water � Can I have a
glass of beer? (NOTE: no plural) 2. a glass or
bottle of beer � Three beers, please.
beetbeet /bi
t/ noun US beetroot � Boil young
fresh beets, and serve them with butter.
beetlebeetle /bi
t(ə)l/ noun an insect with hard
covers that protects its folded wings
beetrootbeetroot /bi
tru
t/ noun a vegetable
with a dark red root, eaten cooked, usually
in a salad
befallbefall /b|fɔ
l/ (befalls, befalling, befell,
befallen) verb to happen to (archaic or liter-
ary)
befitbefit /b |ft/ (befits, befitting, befitted)
verb to suit
before

� before /b |fɔ
/ prep earlier than � They
should have arrived before now. � You
must be home before 9 o’clock. � G comes
before H in the alphabet. � conj earlier than
� The police got there before I did. � Think
carefully before you start to answer the
exam questions. � Wash your hands before
you have your dinner. � Before you sit
down, can you switch on the light? � adv
earlier � I didn’t see him last week, but I
had met him before. � Why didn’t you tell
me before?
beforehand

� beforehand /b |fɔ
h�nd/ adv in ad-
vance
befriendbefriend /b|frend/ (befriends, be-
friending, befriended) verb to become
friendly with someone and help them
begbeg /be(/ (begs, begging, begged) verb
1. to ask for things like money or food �

She sat begging on the steps of the station.
� Children were begging for food. 2. to ask
someone in an emotional way to do some-
thing or give something � His mother
begged him not to go.

began

� began /b |(�n/ past tense of begin
beggarbeggar /be(ə/ noun a person who lives
by asking for money � There are lots of
beggars outside the railway stations.
begin

� begin /b |(n/ (begins, beginning, be-
gan, begun) verb 1. to start, or start some-
thing � The meeting will begin at ten
o’clock. � We began the session with intro-
ductions and getting to know each other. �
His surname begins with an S. � to begin
again to start a second time � She played a
wrong note and had to begin again. 2. to
start doing something � The weather is be-
ginning to warm up. � The children began
chasing each other. � to begin with at first
� To begin with, I travelled by train but
now I cycle every day.
beginner

� beginner /b |(nə/ noun a person who
is starting to learn something or do some-
thing � The course is for absolute begin-
ners. � I can’t paint very well – I’m just a
beginner.
beginning

� beginning /b |(nŋ/ noun the first
part � The beginning of the film is rather
boring.
begrudgebegrudge /b |(r�d�/ (begrudges, be-
grudging, begrudged) verb to feel resent-
ment because of something someone has
or does
begun

� begun /b |(�n/ past participle of be-
gin
behalfbehalf /b |hɑ
f/ noun � on behalf of
someone, on someone’s behalf acting for
someone � She is speaking on behalf of the
trade association. � He was chosen to
speak on the workers’ behalf.
behave

� behave /b |hev/ (behaves, behaving,
behaved) verb to act in a particular way
[~towards] � He behaved very pleasantly
towards his staff. � She was behaving in a
funny way. � to behave (yourself) to be po-
lite and good � If you don’t behave, chil-
dren, we won’t go to see the film.
behaviour

� behaviour /b |hevjə/ noun a way of
doing things [~towards] � Local people
complained about the behaviour of the
football fans. � His behaviour towards her
was quite natural.
beheadbehead /b |hed/ (beheads, beheading,
beheaded) verb to cut off someone’s head
behind

� behind /b |hand/ prep 1. at the back
of � They hid behind the door. � I dropped
my pen behind the sofa. � He was second,
only three metres behind the winner. 2. re-
sponsible for � The police believe they
know who is behind the bombing cam-
paign. 3. supporting � All his colleagues
were behind his decision. � We’re behind
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you! � adv 1. at the back � He was first, and
the rest of the runners were a long way be-
hind. 2. later than you should be � I am be-
hind with my correspondence. � The com-
pany has fallen behind schedule with its
deliveries.
beigebeige /be�/ adj, noun very pale brown �
He was wearing a beige pullover.
being

� being /bi
ŋ/ noun 1. a person 2. a liv-
ing thing, especially one that is not easily
recognised 3. a spiritual or magical force �
He dreamt he was being supported by su-
pernatural beings. 4. a state of existing �

to come into being to start to exist � The
association came into being in 1946.
belatedbelated /b|letd/ adj coming or happen-
ing later than it should
belchbelch /beltʃ/ noun the action of allowing
air in the stomach to come up through the
mouth � He finished his meal and let out a
loud belch. � verb (belches, belching,
belched) 1. to make air in the stomach
come up through the mouth � He wiped his
mouth and belched. 2. also belch out to
produce large amounts of smoke, fumes or
flames � Dark smoke belched from the
power station.
beleagueredbeleaguered /b|li
(əd/ adj surrounded
by difficulties or by enemies
beliebelie /b |la/ (belies, belying, belied) verb
1. to hide � His brusque manner belies his
gentle nature. 2. to show that something is
false � His exam results belied his teach-
ers’ reports.
belief

� belief /b |li
f/ noun a strong feeling
that something is true [~in] � his firm belief
in the power of law � her strong belief in
God � beyond belief incredible � That she
did not know that there were drugs in the
parcel is quite beyond belief.
believablebelievable /b |li
vəb(ə)l/ adj which can
be believed
believe

� believe /b|li
v/ (believes, believing,
believed) verb 1. to be sure that something
is true, although you can’t prove it [~(that)]
� I don’t believe his story. � People used to
believe that the earth was flat. 2. used
when you are not absolutely sure of some-
thing [~(that)] � I don’t believe we’ve met.
believerbeliever /b |li
və/ noun a person who be-
lieves in a particular religion or idea
belittlebelittle /b |lt(ə)l/ (belittles, belittling,
belittled) verb to make something seem un-
important
bell

� bell /bel/ noun 1. a metal object shaped
like a cup which makes a ringing noise
when hit by a piece of metal inside it �
They rang the church bells at the wedding.

2. any object designed to make a ringing
noise, especially one that uses electricity �
The alarm bell rings if you touch the door.
� The postman rang the door bell. � You
ought to have a bell on your bicycle. � to
ring a bell or any bells to sound familiar or
remind you of something � Does the name
Forsyth ring a bell?
belligerent

belligerent /bə |ld�ərənt/ adj 1. want-
ing to go to war, or being at war � The
country has turned increasingly belligerent
towards its neighbours. 2. aggressive,
wanting to argue with other people � Ask
the manager about it tomorrow, he’s in a
belligerent mood at the moment.
bellow

bellow /beləυ/ (bellows, bellowing, bel-
lowed) verb 1. to make a loud cry � He bel-
lowed with pain. � The bull was bellowing
in the farmyard. 2. to shout � He bellowed
to the swimmers to come back to the beach.
belly

� belly /beli/ (plural bellies) noun the
stomach and intestines (informal)
belly button

belly button /beli �b�t(ə)n/ noun same
as navel (informal)
belong

� belong /b|lɒŋ/ (belongs, belonging,
belonged) verb 1. to be kept in the usual or
expected place � That book belongs on the
top shelf. 2. to be happy to be somewhere
or with a group of people � Within a week
in my new job I felt I belonged. 3. � to be-
long to an organisation to be a member of
an organisation � They still belong to the
tennis club. � to belong to someone to be
the property of someone � Does the car re-
ally belong to you? � to belong to some-
thing to be part of or connected to some-
thing � French belongs to the family of lan-
guages that developed from Latin. 4. � to
belong with to be a part of or connected to
something else � These knives belong with
the set in the kitchen.
belongings

belongings /b |lɒŋŋz/ plural noun per-
sonal property � Her belongings were scat-
tered all over the room. � Please be sure to
take all your personal belongings with you
when you leave the aircraft.
below

� below /b |ləυ/ adv lower down �
Standing on the bridge we looked at the
river below. � These toys are for children
of two years and below. � prep lower down
than � The temperature was below freez-
ing. � In Singapore, the temperature never
goes below 25°C. � Do not write anything
below this line. � These tablets should not
be given to children below the age of
twelve. � Can you see below the surface of
the water?
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belt

� belt /belt/ noun a strap which goes
round your waist to hold up a skirt or trou-
sers � She wore a skirt with a bright red
belt.

belt up phrasal verb (informal) 1. to stop
talking 2. to attach your seat belt � Make
sure everyone in the car belts up.

bemusedbemused /b|mju
zd/ adj puzzled and
confused
bench

� bench /bentʃ/ noun a long seat for sev-
eral people � We sat down on one of the
park benches.
benchmarkbenchmark /bentʃmɑ
k/ noun a stand-
ard for testing against
bend

� bend /bend/ noun a curve in something
such as a road or a pipe [~in] � Don’t drive
too fast, there’s a sudden bend in the road.
� The pipe under the sink has an awkward
bend in it. � verb (bends, bending, bent) 1.
to move your shoulders and head into a
lower position � He bent to pick up the lit-
tle girl. � You can reach it if you bend to the
left. 2. to make something curve � You will
have to bend the pipe to fit round the cor-
ner. 3. to move a jointed part of your body
� Bend your knees slightly. 4. to have the
shape of a curve � The road bends sudden-
ly after the bridge.

bend down phrasal verb to move to a
lower position, so that your head is lower
than your waist � He bent down to pick
up the little girl.
bend over phrasal verb to move to a dif-
ferent or a lower position � You can read
it if you bend over to the left. � Bend over
till you can touch your toes. � to bend
over backwards for someone or to do
something to do everything you can to
help someone � Their friends bent over
backwards for or to support the family af-
ter the accident.

bendybendy /bendi/ adj 1. easily bent � a
bendy toy 2. having many bends � a bendy
road
beneath

� beneath /b |ni
θ/ prep under � There
are dangerous rocks beneath the surface of
the lake. � The river flows very fast be-
neath the bridge. � adv underneath (formal)
� They stood on the bridge and watched the
river flowing beneath.
beneficialbeneficial /�ben |fʃ(ə)l/ adj having a
helpful effect
beneficiary

� beneficiary /�ben |fʃəri/ (plural ben-
eficiaries) noun 1. a person who inherits
something in a will � The main beneficiar-
ies were his three children. 2. someone, or
a group, that is helped by something � Who

will be the main beneficiaries of this new
law?
benefit

� benefit /benft/ noun 1. an advantage
� What benefit would I get from joining the
club? � for someone’s benefit specially
for someone � You are not doing it just for
my benefit, are you? 2. a payment from the
government to someone who needs finan-
cial help � unemployment benefit � mater-
nity benefit � verb (benefits, benefiting,
benefited) 1. to be useful to someone � The
book will benefit anyone who is planning
to do some house repairs. 2. to get an ad-
vantage from something 
BeneluxBenelux /benl�ks/ noun the countries
of Belgium, the Netherlands and Luxem-
bourg as a group
benevolentbenevolent /bə |nev(ə)lənt/ adj good
and kind
benignbenign /bə|nan/ adj kind and pleasant
bent

� bent1 /bent/ adj curved or twisted �
These nails are so bent we can’t use them.
bentbent2 /bent/ � bend
bequestbequest /b |kwest/ noun the giving of
property or money to someone in a will
bereavedbereaved /b |ri
vd/ adj who has a close
relative or friend who has died � We sent
our condolences to the bereaved families.
bereavementbereavement /b |ri
vmənt/ noun the
loss of a friend or relative through death
beretberet /bere/ noun a round cap without a
peak, worn by men or women
berryberry /beri/ (plural berries) noun a small
round fruit with several small seeds inside
(NOTE: Do not confuse with bury.)
berthberth /b#
θ/ noun 1. a place where a ship
stays in a harbour � There are no berths
free – the ferry will have to wait at anchor
outside the harbour for a while. 2. a bunk
bed on a ship or train � Do you want the up-
per or lower berth?
beside

� beside /b |sad/ prep at the side of
someone or something � Come and sit
down beside me. � The office is just beside
the railway station. � it’s beside the point
it’s got nothing to do with the main subject
� Whether or not the coat matches your hat
is beside the point – it’s simply too big for
you.
besides

� besides /b |sadz/ prep as well as �
They have two other cars besides the big
Ford. � Besides managing the shop, he also
teaches in the evening. � besides being or
doing something in addition to being or
doing something � adv used for adding an-
other stronger reason for something � I
don’t want to go for a picnic – besides, it’s
starting to rain.
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besiege

besiege /b |si
d�/ (besieges, besieging,
besieged) verb to surround a building, or a
town or city
best

� best /best/ adj better than anything else
� She’s my best friend. � He put on his best
suit to go to the interview. � What is the
best way of getting to London from here? �
best regards, best wishes a greeting sent
to someone � Give my best wishes to your
father. � noun the thing which is better than
anything else � The picture shows her at
her best. � adv in the most effective or suc-
cessful way � The engine works best when
it’s warm. � Oranges grow best in hot
countries. � Which of you knows London
best? � all the best best wishes for the fu-
ture � as best you can in the best way you
can, even though this may not be perfect �
to do your best to do as well as you can �
to make the best of something to take any
advantage you can from something � to
make the best of a bad job to accept a bad
situation cheerfully � to the best of some-
one’s ability as well as possible � I’ll help
you to the best of my ability. � to the best
of my knowledge as far as I know � best
regards, best wishes a greeting sent to
someone � Give my best wishes to your fa-
ther. � as best you can in the best way you
can, even though this may not be perfect �

He repaired the dent in the car door as best
he could.
best man

best man /best m�n/ noun the man
who helps the bridegroom at a wedding
bestow

bestow /b|stəυ/ (bestows, bestowing,
bestowed) verb to give something (formal )
bestseller

bestseller /best |selə/ noun an item, es-
pecially a book, which sells very well
bet

� bet /bet/ noun a sum of money which is
risked by trying to say which horse will
come first in a race or which side will win
a competition [~on] � I’ve got a bet on Bra-
zil to win the next World Cup. � verb (bets,
betting, bet or betted) to risk money by
saying which horse you think will come
first in a race or which team will win a
competition [~on] � She bet £30 on the
horses. � I bet (you) (that) or I’ll bet (you)
(that) I’m sure that � I bet you she’s going
to be late
betray

betray /b |tre/ (betrays, betraying, be-
trayed) verb 1. to harm someone by telling
their secrets � He was betrayed by his best
friend. � The scientist was accused of be-
traying secrets to the enemy. 2. to show a
feeling which you want to keep hidden �
The tears in her eyes betrayed her emotion.

betrayalbetrayal /b|treəl/ noun the act of giving
someone’s secrets to an enemy, or of not
doing what you had promised to do
better

� better /betə/ adj 1. good when com-
pared to something else � The weather is
better today than it was yesterday. � His
latest book is better than the first one he
wrote. � She’s better at maths than Eng-
lish. � Brown bread is better for you than
white. � We will shop around to see if we
can get a better price. 2. healthy again � I
had a cold last week but I’m better now. �
I hope your sister will be better soon. � adv
more successfully than something else �
She sings better than her sister. � My old
knife cuts better than the new one. � to
think better of something to decide that
something is not a good idea � He was go-
ing to drive to London, but thought better
of it when he heard the traffic report on the
news. � for the better in a way which
makes a situation less unpleasant or diffi-
cult � Her attitude has changed for the bet-
ter since we reviewed her responsibilities.
� had better or would be better it would
be sensible to � She’d better go to bed if
she’s got flu. � It would be better if you
phoned your father now.
better offbetter off /�betər ɒf/ adj in a better posi-
tion
betting

� betting /betŋ/ noun the placing of
bets
between

� between /b |twi
n/ prep 1. with peo-
ple or things on both sides � There’s only a
thin wall between his office and mine, so I
hear everything he says. � Don’t sit be-
tween him and his girlfriend. 2. connecting
two places � The bus goes between Oxford
and London. 3. in the period after one time
and before another � I’m in a meeting be-
tween 10 o’clock and 12. � Can you come
to see me between now and next Monday?
4. within a range between two amounts or
numbers � The parcel weighs between four
and five kilos. � Cherries cost between £2
and £3 per kilo. 5. used for comparing two
or more things � Sometimes it’s not easy to
see a difference between blue and green. �
She could choose between courses in Ger-
man, Chinese or Russian. 6. among � be-
tween you and me speaking privately � in
between with things on both sides �
There’s only a thin wall between his bed-
room and mine, so I hear everything he
says on the phone. � in between in the
middle, with something on both sides
beveragebeverage /bev(ə)rd�/ noun a drink
(formal )
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bewarebeware /b |weə/ verb to be careful about
something that might be dangerous or
cause a problem � Beware of cheap imita-
tions. � You need to beware of being per-
suaded to spend more than you can afford.
bewilderbewilder /b|wldə/ (bewilders, bewil-
dering, bewildered) verb to puzzle some-
one
bewilderedbewildered /b|wldəd/ adj confused or
puzzled
bewilderingbewildering /b |wld(ə)rŋ/ adj confus-
ing or puzzling
bewildermentbewilderment /b |wldəmənt/ noun a
state of confusion or of being puzzled
bewitchbewitch /b |wtʃ/ (bewitches, bewitch-
ing, bewitched) verb to cast a spell on
someone
beyond

� beyond /b |jɒnd/ prep 1. further away
than � The post office is beyond the bank.
2. outside the usual range of something �

The delivery date is beyond our control. �
I can’t accept new orders beyond the end of
next year. 3. later than � The party went on
beyond midnight.
bhangrabhangra /b�ŋ(rə/ noun a style of dance
music which mixes Punjabi folk music
with Western pop music
biannualbiannual /ba|�njuəl/ adj happening
twice a year (NOTE: Do not confuse with bi-
ennial.)
biasbias /baəs/ noun a fixed opinion in one
direction only
biasedbiased /baəst/ adj prejudiced
bibbib /bb/ noun a little piece of cloth which
is tied round a baby’s neck, under its chin
� Don’t forget to put his bib on when he’s
eating spinach.
Bible

� Bible /bab(ə)l/ noun 1. the holy book
of the Christian religion 2. bible an impor-
tant and useful reference book � She keeps
an old French recipe book in the kitchen –
it’s her bible.
bibliographybibliography /�bbli |ɒ(rəfi/ noun a list
of publications about a special subject
bicepsbiceps /baseps/ noun a muscle formed
of two parts, especially the muscle in the
front of the upper arm
bickerbicker /bkə/ (bickers, bickering, bick-
ered) verb to quarrel about something
bicycle

� bicycle /bask(ə)l/ noun a vehicle
with two wheels which you ride by pushing
on the pedals � He goes to school by bicy-
cle every day. � She’s going to do the shop-
ping on her bicycle. � He’s learning to ride
a bicycle.
bid

� bid /bd/ noun 1. an offer to buy some-
thing at a particular price [~for] � His bid

for the painting was too low. 2. an attempt
to do something [~for] � she made a bid
for power she tried to seize power � verb
(bids, bidding, bade or bid, bidden or bid)
to make an offer to buy something at an
auction [~for] � He bid £500 for the car.
biddingbidding /bdŋ/ noun 1. a command 2.
offers made at an auction � The bidding
started at £200 and rose quickly.
bidetbidet /bi
de/ noun a small low bath for
washing your bottom
biennialbiennial /ba |eniəl/ adj (of an event)
which happens every two years � The ath-
letics competition is a biennial event.
(NOTE: Do not confuse with biannual.)
big

� big /b(/ (bigger, biggest) adj of a large
size � I don’t want a small car – I want a
big one. � His father has the biggest res-
taurant in town. � I’m not afraid of him –
I’m bigger than he is. � We had a big order
from Germany.
bigamybigamy /b(əmi/ noun the crime of
someone going through a ceremony of
marriage to someone when they are al-
ready married to someone else (NOTE: +
bigamist n)
Big BrotherBig Brother /�b( br�ðə/ noun an au-
thority which controls and watches other
people
big businessbig business /�b( bzns/ noun very
large commercial companies, seen as a
group
big cheesebig cheese /�b( tʃi
z/ noun an impor-
tant person (informal) (NOTE: no plural)
big moneybig money /�b( m�ni/ noun a lot of
money (informal)
big namebig name /�b( nem/ noun an important
person (informal)
bigotbigot /b(ət/ noun a person with a nar-
row-minded attitude to religion or politics
bigotrybigotry /b(ətri/ noun an attitude where
you dislike something strongly for no par-
ticular reason
big shotbig shot /b( ʃɒt/ noun an important
person (informal)
bigwigbigwig /b(w(/ noun an important per-
son (informal)
bike

� bike /bak/ noun a bicycle (informal) �
She was knocked off her bike by a car. � He
goes to school by bike. � If the weather’s
good, we could go for a bike ride.
bikerbiker /bakə/ noun a person who rides a
motorcycle
bikinibikini /b |ki
ni/ noun a woman’s small
two-piece swimsuit
bilateralbilateral /ba |l�t(ə)rəl/ adj involving
two groups of people

Intermediate.fm  Page 53  Monday, August 23, 2004  5:36 PM



bile 54
bilebile /bal/ noun 1. a thick bitter brownish-
yellow fluid produced by the liver, which
helps to digest fatty substances 2. angry or
bitter feelings (literary)
bilingualbilingual /ba |lŋ(wəl/ adj using two
languages
bill

� bill /bl/ noun 1. a piece of paper show-
ing the amount of money you have to pay
for something [~for] � a bill for more than
£200 � Ask the waiter for the bill. � Don’t
forget to pay your gas bill. 2. same as beak
3. a proposal which, if passed by parlia-
ment, becomes law � Parliament will con-
sider the education bill this week. � He has
drafted a bill to ban the sale of guns. 4. US
a piece of paper money � a 10-dollar bill
billboardbillboard /blbɔ
d/ noun especially US a
large outdoor panel for posters (NOTE: The
British term is hoarding.)
billiardsbilliards /bliədz/ noun a game played
on a table, where two players with long
cues hit their own white ball against a red
ball or the opponent’s ball, scoring points.
Compare snooker (NOTE: billiards loses
the ‘s’ when it is used before another noun:
a billiard table.)
billingbilling /blŋ/ noun 1. the position a per-
former has on an entertainment pro-
gramme or advertisement 2. the preparing
and sending out of bills to customers
billionbillion /bljən/ noun 1. one thousand
million � The government raises billions in
taxes each year. 2. one million million
(dated) 3. a great many [~of] � Billions of
Christmas cards are sent every year. (NOTE:
In US English billion has always meant one
thousand million, but in British English it for-
merly meant one million million, and it is still
sometimes used with this meaning. With fig-
ures it is usually written bn: $5bn say ‘five
billion dollars’.)
billowbillow /bləυ/ (billows, billowing, bil-
lowed) verb 1. to become full of air � The
sails of the yachts billowed in the breeze. 2.
to move in large waves � Smoke billowed
out of the building.
bimbobimbo /bmbəυ/ noun an attractive but
rather stupid girl (informal offensive)
bin

� bin /bn/ noun 1. a container for putting
rubbish in � Don’t throw your litter on the
floor – pick it up and put it in the bin. 2. a
container for keeping things in � a bread
bin � verb (bins, binning, binned) to throw
something away into a rubbish bin � He
just binned the demand for payment.
bind

� bind /band/ (binds, binding, bound,
bound) verb 1. to tie someone’s hands or
feet so they cannot move � They bound her

arms with a rope. 2. to tie something or
someone to something else � Bind the
sticks together with strings. � They bound
him to the chair with strips of plastic. 3. to
force someone to do something � The con-
tract binds him to make regular payments.
4. to put a cover on a book � The book is
bound in blue leather.
binderbinder /bandə/ noun a stiff cover for pa-
pers � Write to the publisher to get a free
binder for your magazines.
bindingbinding /bandŋ/ noun the cover of a
book � The book has a leather binding.
bingebinge /bnd�/ noun a time when someone
drinks too much alcohol, eats too much or
does something else too much � After last
night’s binge he had to stay in bed. � She
went on a chocolate binge which lasted the
whole summer. � Shopping binges are not
uncommon during sales time. (NOTE: +
binge v)
bingobingo /bŋ(əυ/ noun a game of chance,
where each player has a card with numbers
on it. Numbers are called out, and when
you have marked off a whole row of num-
bers, you win. � She goes to play bingo
every Friday night. � He won quite a lot at
bingo.
binoculars

� binoculars /b |nɒkjυləz/ plural noun
powerful glasses for looking at things
which are too far away to see clearly (NOTE:
binoculars has no singular. If you want to
indicate one item, say ‘a pair of binoculars’.)
biochemistrybiochemistry /�baəυ |kemstri/ noun
the science and study of the chemistry of
living things (NOTE: + biochemist n)
biodegradablebiodegradable /�baəυd |(redəb(ə)l/
adj which can easily be broken down by
bacteria, the sun or sea water
biodiversitybiodiversity /�baəυda |v#
sti/ noun
the number of species in a certain area
biographerbiographer /ba |ɒ(rəfə/ noun a person
who writes the story of someone’s life
biographybiography /ba |ɒ(rəfi/ (plural biogra-
phies) noun the story of someone’s life
biologicalbiological /�baə|lɒd�k(ə)l/ adj 1. refer-
ring to living things � the biological bal-
ance in the North Sea 2. using harmful mi-
croorganisms � biological warfare (NOTE:
+ biologically adv)
biologistbiologist /ba |ɒləd�st/ noun a scientist
who does research in biology
biology

� biology /ba |ɒləd�i/ noun the study of
living things
biopsybiopsy /baɒpsi/ (plural biopsies) noun
an operation to remove a small piece from
someone’s body for examination

Intermediate.fm  Page 54  Monday, August 23, 2004  5:36 PM



55 bitten
biotechnology

biotechnology /�baəυtek |nɒləd�i/
noun technology which uses different liv-
ing materials such as cells for science or in-
dustry
birch

birch /b#
tʃ/ noun a northern tree with
small leaves and a white outer layer which
comes off in strips � the birch forests of
Russia
bird

� bird /b#
d/ noun 1. an animal which has
wings and feathers and is usually able to
fly 2. a young woman (informal; usually
used by men and sometimes regarded as
offensive by women)
bird’s-eye view

bird’s-eye view /�b#
dz a vju
/ noun a
view from high up looking down
Biro

Biro /barəυ/ trademark a type of ball-
point
birth

� birth /b#
θ/ noun the occasion of being
born � He was a big baby at birth. � to give
birth to a baby to have a baby � She gave
birth to a boy last week. � by birth accord-
ing to the country someone’s parents come
from � He is French by birth.
birth certificate

birth certificate /b#
θ sə |�tfkət/ noun
an official paper showing the date on
which someone was born, together with
details of the parents
birth control

birth control /b#
θ kən |�trəυl/ noun the
practice of trying to avoid becoming preg-
nant
birthday

� birthday /b#
θde/ noun the date on
which someone was born � April 23rd is
Shakespeare’s birthday. � My birthday is
on 25th June. � What do you want for your
birthday?
birthmark

birthmark /b#
θmɑ
k/ noun a mark on
the skin which a baby has from birth, and
which usually cannot be removed
birthplace

birthplace /b#
θples/ noun 1. the place
where someone was born � They visited
Shakespeare’s birthplace in Stratford. 2.
the place where something was invented �

China was the birthplace of gunpowder.
birth rate

birth rate /b#
θ ret/ noun the number of
children born per thousand of the popula-
tion
biscuit

� biscuit /bskt/ noun a small flat, usu-
ally sweet, hard cake
bisexual

bisexual /ba|sekʃuəl/ adj sexually at-
tracted to both men and women. Compare
heterosexual, homosexual
bishop

� bishop /bʃəp/ noun 1. a Christian
church leader � the Bishop of London 2. in
chess, a piece which moves diagonally �
She took both his bishops in three moves.

bison

bison /bas(ə)n/ noun a large wild ani-
mal with long hair, which used to be com-
mon in Europe and North America
bistro

bistro /bi
strəυ/ (plural bistros) noun a
small restaurant
bit

� bit /bt/ noun 1. a little piece � He tied
the bundle of sticks together with a bit of
string. � Would you like another bit of
cake? 2. the smallest unit of information
that a computer system can handle � verb
past participle of bite � to bits 1. into little
pieces 2. very much � thrilled to bits � to
come or fall to bits to fall apart � The chair
has come to bits. � to take something to
bits to take something apart in order to re-
pair it � He’s taking my old clock to bits. �
a bit a little � The painting is a bit too dark.
� She always plays that tune a bit too fast.
� Let him sleep a little bit longer. � Can
you wait a bit? I’m not ready yet. � Have
you got a piece of wood a bit bigger than
this one? � for a bit for a short period of
time � Can you stop for a bit? I’m getting
tired. � bit by bit not all at the same time,
little by little � He paid back the money he
owed, bit by bit. � He inched forward, bit
by bit, towards the edge of the cliff.
bitch

bitch /btʃ/ noun 1. a female animal, espe-
cially a female dog � They have two dogs –
a male and a bitch. � The bitch has given
birth to five puppies. 2. an unpleasant
woman (offensive slang) � That bitch is go-
ing round spreading rumours about me. �
verb (bitches, bitching, bitched) to com-
plain (slang)
bitchybitchy /btʃi/ adj making unpleasant re-
marks about someone (slang)
bite

� bite /bat/ verb (bites, biting, bit, bit-
ten) 1. to cut someone or something with
your teeth [~into] � The dog tried to bite the
cat. � She bit into the pie. 2. (of an insect)
to make a small hole in your skin which
turns red and itchy � She’s been bitten by a
mosquito. � noun 1. a small amount of food
that you cut with your teeth in order to eat
it � She took a big bite out of the sandwich.
2. a bite, a bite to eat a small meal 3. a
place on someone’s body where it has been
bitten (NOTE: Do not confuse with byte.)
bite-sized

bite-sized /bat sazd/ adj small enough
to put in your mouth
bitingbiting /batŋ/ adj 1. very cold � A biting
wind blew across the valley. 2. (of a criti-
cism) very unkind � He ended his review
with some biting remarks about the cos-
tumes.
bitten

� bitten /bt(ə)n/ past participle of bite
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bitter

� bitter /btə/ adj 1. not sweet � This
black coffee is too bitter. 2. angry because
something is not fair � She was very bitter
about the way the company treated her. 3.
causing great disappointment or unhappi-
ness � Losing her job was a bitter blow. 4.
cold and unpleasant � a bitter wind
bitterlybitterly /btəli/ adv strongly � He bitter-
ly regrets what he said.
bitternessbitterness /btənəs/ noun 1. a bitter
taste 2. angry feelings � His bitterness at
being left out of the England team was very
obvious.
bitter-sweetbitter-sweet /btə swi
t/ adj 1. smelling
or tasting both bitter and sweet 2. causing
feelings of both happiness and sadness
bittybitty /bti/ adj made up of unconnected
parts
bivouacbivouac /bvu�k/ noun a simple shelter
made from branches and leaves
bizarrebizarre /b|zɑ
/ adj very strange
blabblab /bl�b/ (blabs, blabbing, blabbed)
verb to tell someone a secret (informal)
black

� black /bl�k/ adj 1. having a very dark
colour, the opposite to white � a black and
white photograph � He was wearing a
black suit. � She has black hair. 2. belong-
ing to a race of people with dark skin,
whose families are African in origin �
noun the darkest colour � This picture had
a border of black and gold.

black out phrasal verb 1. to become un-
conscious � I suddenly blacked out and I
can’t remember anything more. 2. to
make all the lights switch off over a large
area � The storm blacked out half the
town.

black-and-whiteblack-and-white /�bl�k ən wat/ adj
1. (of an image) not in colour 2. clear-cut
and simple
black beltblack belt /bl�k belt/ noun a person
who has achieved the highest level of skill
in an activity such as judo, or the belt
which represents this achievement
blackberry

� blackberry /bl�kb(ə)ri/ (plural
blackberries) noun 1. a small black fruit
that grows on a bush � For dessert we’re
having blackberry and apple pie. 2. the
bush this fruit grows on � We had to strug-
gle through blackberry bushes which had
grown over the path. (NOTE: A wild black-
berry is also called a bramble.)
blackbird

� blackbird /bl�kb#
d/ noun a com-
mon garden bird with black feathers and a
yellow beak
blackboard

� blackboard /bl�kbɔ
d/ noun a dark
board which you can write on with chalk,

especially on the wall of a classroom
(NOTE: now often called a ‘chalkboard’)
black boxblack box /bl�k bɒks/ noun a piece of
equipment carried in an aircraft which
records what happens during a flight, in-
cluding conversations between pilots and
the control tower
blackcurrant

� blackcurrant /bl�k|k�rənt/ noun a
small black fruit which is usually eaten
cooked � a jar of blackcurrant jam � The
blackcurrants need more sugar – they’re
very sour.
blackenblacken /bl�kən/ (blackens, blacken-
ing, blackened) verb to make black
black eyeblack eye /�bl�k a/ noun bruising and
swelling around an eye, caused by a blow
blackheadblackhead /bl�khed/ noun a blocked
area which shows up as a very small black
dot on the skin
black holeblack hole /bl�k həυl/ noun an area in
space which pulls light into it
black iceblack ice /bl�k as/ noun a dangerous
layer of thin ice on a road
blacklistblacklist /bl�klst/ noun a list of things
or people that are not approved of � His
name is on the blacklist. � verb (blacklists,
blacklisting, blacklisted) to put someone
or something on a blacklist � The company
has been blacklisted by the government.
black magicblack magic /bl�k m�d�k/ noun
magic used for evil purposes
blackmailblackmail /bl�kmel/ verb (blackmails,
blackmailing, blackmailed) to threaten to
do something harmful to someone unless
they do what you want � They tried to
blackmail the government into releasing
prisoners of war. � noun the act of black-
mailing � The government will not give in
to terrorist blackmail. (NOTE: + blackmail
v)
black markblack mark /bl�k mɑ
k/ noun a bad re-
port
black marketblack market /�bl�k mɑ
kt/ noun
buying and selling goods in a way which is
not allowed by law
blackoutblackout /bl�kaυt/ noun 1. an occasion
on which you become unconscious � He
must have had a blackout while driving. 2.
a period when there is no electricity, or
when there are no lights � The snowstorm
caused a blackout.
black pepperblack pepper /bl�k pepə/ noun pepper
from whole dried pepper seeds
blacksmithblacksmith /bl�ksmθ/ noun 1. a per-
son who works with red-hot iron, making it
into different shapes with a hammer � She
asked the blacksmith to make her a new
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garden gate. 2. a person who repairs and
fits horseshoes � The blacksmith was shoe-
ing a horse.
black spotblack spot /bl�k spɒt/ noun a place on
a road where accidents often happen
black tieblack tie /bl�k ta/ noun a formal style
of dress for men that includes a smart black
jacket and a black bow tie
bladderbladder /bl�də/ noun the bag-shaped
organ inside the body where urine collects
before being passed out of the body � She
is taking antibiotics for a bladder infec-
tion.
blade

� blade /bled/ noun 1. a sharp cutting
part � the blades of a pair of scissors � Be
careful – that knife has a very sharp blade.
2. a thin leaf of grass 3. one of the long flat
parts that spin round on some aircraft en-
gines or that keep a helicopter in the air � a
propeller blade
blahblah /blɑ
/ noun boring talk or writing
(informal)
blame

� blame /blem/ noun criticism for hav-
ing done something wrong [~for] � I’m not
going to take the blame for something I
didn’t do. � to get the blame for some-
thing to be accused of something � Who
got the blame for breaking the window? –
Me, of course! � to take the blame for
something to accept that you were respon-
sible for something bad � verb to say that
someone is responsible for something
[~for/~on] � Blame my sister for the awful
food, not me. � He blamed the accident on
the bad weather. � to be to blame for to be
responsible for something � The manager
is to blame for the bad service. � I don’t
blame you I think you’re right to do that �
I don’t blame you for being annoyed, when
everyone else got a present and you didn’t.
� you have only yourself to blame no one
else is responsible for what happened �
You have only yourself to blame if you
missed the chance of a free ticket.
blamelessblameless /blemləs/ adj not guilty
blandbland /bl�nd/ adj 1. dull and boring, and
often not giving any information � He gave
a bland reply. 2. without much flavour �
Some people don’t like avocados because
they find them too bland. � The sauce
needs more herbs – it’s far too bland.
blank

� blank /bl�ŋk/ adj (of paper) not con-
taining any information, sound or writing,
e.g. � She took a blank piece of paper and
drew a map. � Have we got any blank tapes
left? � noun an empty space, especially on
a printed form, for something to be written
in � to go blank to be unable to remember

something � I went blank when they asked
what I was doing last Tuesday. � When he
asked for my work phone number, my mind
just went blank.

blank out phrasal verb 1. to cross out or
cover a piece of writing � The surname
had been blanked out. 2. to try to forget
something deliberately � She blanked out
the days or the memory of the days imme-
diately after the car crash.

blank chequeblank cheque /�bl�ŋk tʃek/ noun 1. a
cheque which has been signed, but without
any details � Her father gave her a blank
cheque for her birthday and told her to fill
in any amount she liked. 2. total freedom to
do anything � The planners have been giv-
en a blank cheque to do what they like with
the town centre.
blanket

� blanket /bl�ŋkt/ noun 1. a thick cov-
er which you put over you to keep warm �
He woke up when the blankets fell off the
bed. � She wrapped the children up in
blankets to keep them warm. 2. a thick lay-
er � a blanket of leaves � A blanket of snow
covered the fields. � The motorway was
covered in a blanket of fog. 3. a barrier to
protect something [~of] � a blanket of se-
crecy � adj affecting everything or every-
one � a blanket ban on smoking
blanklyblankly /bl�ŋkli/ adv not showing any
reaction or emotion � When the teacher
asked him about his homework he just
stared at her blankly.
blank verseblank verse /bl�ŋk v#
s/ noun poetry
which does not rhyme
blareblare /bleə/ (blares, blaring, blared) verb
to make a loud unpleasant noise � The
night club has music blaring away in the
middle of the night. � He drives around
with his radio blaring. (NOTE: + blare n)
blasphemyblasphemy /bl�sfəmi/ noun being rude
about God, religion or established princi-
ples
blastblast /blɑ
st/ noun 1. an explosion � Sev-
eral windows were shattered by the blast.
2. a strong current of wind � an icy blast
from the north 3. a sharp loud sound from
a signal or whistle � Three blasts of the
alarm means that passengers should go on
deck. � verb (blasts, blasting, blasted) to
damage or remove something with a bomb
or explosives � The burglars blasted their
way into the safe. � The road builders
blasted through the hill.

blast off phrasal verb (of a spacecraft) to
leave the ground � The rocket blasted off
from Cape Canaveral yesterday morn-
ing.
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blast-off

blast-off /blɑ
st ɒf/ noun the time when
a spacecraft takes off
blatantblatant /blet(ə)nt/ adj obviously bad
blaze

blaze /blez/ verb (blazes, blazing,
blazed) to burn or shine strongly � The fire
was blazing. � The sun blazed through the
clouds. � noun a large bright fire � The
house was burned down in the blaze. � a
blaze of colour a mass of very bright col-
ours � The garden is a blaze of colour.
blazer

blazer /blezə/ noun a jacket, often with
a badge to show that the person wearing it
belongs to a particular school or club
blazing

blazing /blezŋ/ adj burning strongly �

They sat around the blazing bonfire.
bleachbleach /bli
tʃ/ noun a chemical substance
which cleans things and kills harmful bac-
teria � She poured bleach into the toilet. �

Even a small drop of bleach will remove
colour. � Do not use bleach on this materi-
al. � verb (bleaches, bleaching, bleached)
to remove colour from something � He’s
bleached his hair. � Her hair was bleached
by the sun.
bleak

bleak /bli
k/ adj 1. cold and unpleasant �
The path led across bleak mountains. 2.
showing no sign of hope � She gave him a
bleak stare. � With no qualifications, his
job prospects are bleak.
bleat

bleat /bli
t/ (bleats, bleating, bleated)
verb 1. to make the sound that sheep and
goats make � The lambs were bleating in
the snow. 2. to complain in an annoying
voice � What’s he bleating on about?
bleedbleed /bli
d/ (bleeds, bleeding, bled)
verb to lose blood � His chin bled after he
cut himself shaving. � He was bleeding
heavily from his wound.
bleep

bleep /bli
p/ noun a short high electronic
sound made by a computer, radio, etc. �
The computer made a bleep and the screen
went blank. � The printer will make a bleep
when it runs out of paper. (NOTE: + bleep v)
blemish

blemish /blemʃ/ noun 1. a mark or
small amount of damage that spoils the ap-
pearance of something 2. something that
harms someone or something’s good repu-
tation
blendblend /blend/ noun something, especially
a substance, made by mixing different
things together � different blends of coffee
� verb (blends, blending, blended) 1. to
mix things together � Blend the eggs, milk
and flour together. 2. (of colours) to go well
together � The grey curtains blend with the
pale wallpaper.

blenderblender /blendə/ noun a piece of kitchen
equipment for mixing different foods to-
gether thoroughly
bless

� bless /bles/ (blesses, blessing, bless-
ed or blest) verb to make something holy
by prayers � The church was blessed by the
bishop. � to be blessed with to experience
happiness or good things � They were
blessed with two healthy children. � bless
you said when someone sneezes
blessedblessed /blesd/ adj protected by God
blessing

� blessing /blesŋ/ noun 1. a prayer
which blesses people or things � The priest
gave his blessing to the congregation. 2.
support or official permission for some-
thing � to give your blessing to some-
thing to approve something officially �
The chairman gave his blessing to the new
design. 3. something which brings happi-
ness � She enjoyed the blessings of good
health and a happy family. � a mixed
blessing something with advantages and
disadvantages � Automation can be a
mixed blessing – machines usually tend to
be out of order when you need them most.
� a blessing in disguise a good thing,
even if at first it seemed bad � Breaking his
leg was a blessing in disguise – it meant he
could spend more time studying.
blew

� blew /blu
/ past tense of blow
blightblight /blat/ noun something which
causes damage or spoils something [~on] �
The news of the car accident was a blight
on the family’s celebrations. � verb
(blights, blighting, blighted) to spoil
something � Knowing that she would have
to go into hospital when she got back
blighted her holiday.
blind

� blind /bland/ adj not able to see � He
went blind in his early forties. (NOTE: Some
people avoid this word as it can cause of-
fence, and prefer terms such as visually im-
paired or partially sighted.) � verb (blinds,
blinding, blinded) to make someone una-
ble to see, especially for a short time � She
was blinded by the bright lights of the on-
coming cars.
blind dateblind date /bland det/ noun a social
meeting arranged with someone you do not
know
blindfoldblindfold /blandfəυld/ noun a cloth put
over someone’s eyes to prevent them from
seeing � Her kidnappers did not let her
take off the blindfold. � verb (blindfolds,
blindfolding, blindfolded) to put a blind-
fold over someone’s eyes to prevent them
from seeing � He was blindfolded and bun-
dled into the back of a car.
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blindingblinding /blandŋ/ adj so bright or
strong as to stop you seeing properly
blindlyblindly /blandli/ adv without being able
to see
blindnessblindness /blandnəs/ noun the state of
not being able to see � The disease can
cause blindness. (NOTE: Some people avoid
this term as it can cause offence, and prefer
visual impairment.)
blind spotblind spot /blandspɒt/ noun an area at
the side of a vehicle which the driver can-
not see in the mirrors
blink

� blink /blŋk/ noun to close your eyes
and open them again very quickly � The
sudden flash of light made him blink. �
verb (blinks, blinking, blinked) (of lights)
to go on and off � The alarm light is blink-
ing.
blinkeredblinkered /blŋkəd/ adj not interested in
unusual things or ideas
blipblip /blp/ noun 1. a small flashing dot on
a computer screen � A blip appeared on the
radar screen. 2. a temporary bad result �
We hope that this month’s bad export fig-
ures are only a blip.
blissbliss /bls/ noun great happiness
blissfulblissful /blsf(ə)l/ adj very pleasant or
happy
blisterblister /blstə/ noun a swelling on the
skin containing liquid, caused by rubbing
or burning, or by a disease such as chicken-
pox � I can’t run – I’ve got a blister on my
heel. � verb (blisters, blistering, blistered)
to make a swelling on a surface � The heat
had blistered the paint. � His hands were
blistered in the fire.
blisteringblistering /blst(ə)rŋ/ adj 1. very hot �
Walking in the blistering desert is impossi-
ble. 2. very fast (informal) � The defence
could not keep up with blistering pace of
the winger. 3. (of criticism) very strong �

His blistering attack on his host bewildered
everyone present.
blithelyblithely /blaðli/ adv without worrying
about anything
blitzblitz /blts/ noun 1. � to have a blitz on
something to make a sudden effort to do
something (informal) � We’ll have to have a
blitz on this pile of orders. 2. an act of
bombing by planes
blizzardblizzard /blzəd/ noun a snowstorm with
strong wind
bloatedbloated /bləυtd/ adj 1. fatter or fuller
than usual � After the Indian meal she felt
bloated. 2. swollen with air � Bloated
corpses lay in the streets.

blobblob /blɒb/ noun a small spot of sticky
stuff or thick liquid
blocbloc /blɒk/ noun a political group of states
block

� block /blɒk/ noun 1. a large building �
They live in a block of flats. 2. a large piece
� Blocks of ice were floating in the river. 3.
something that prevents something hap-
pening [~on] � a block on making payments
� to put a block on something to stop
something happening 4. same as blockage
1 5. US a section of buildings surrounded
by streets � He lives two blocks away. �
verb (blocks, blocking, blocked) to pre-
vent something from passing along some-
thing � The pipe is blocked with dead
leaves. � The crash blocked the road for
hours.

block up phrasal verb to close a hole with
something

blockadeblockade /blɒ|ked/ noun preventing
supplies arriving � The fishermen decided
that a blockade of their harbour would
help them in their fight with the EU. (NOTE:
+ blockade v)
blockageblockage /blɒkd�/ noun 1. something
which prevents movement � There’s a
blockage further down the drain. 2. the
state of being blocked
blockbusterblockbuster /blɒkb�stə/ noun a very
successful big book or film
bloke

� bloke /bləυk/ noun a man (informal )
blonde

� blonde /blɒnd/ noun a woman with
fair hair � He came to the party with a gor-
geous blonde.
blood

� blood /bl�d/ noun the red liquid that
flows around the body
blood bankblood bank /bl�d b�ŋk/ noun a place
where blood is stored until it is needed by
hospitals
bloodbathbloodbath /bl�dbɑ
θ/ noun an attack
that leads to a lot of deaths and injuries
bloodcurdlingbloodcurdling /bl�dk#
dlŋ/ adj very
frightening
blood donorblood donor /bl�d �dəυnə/ noun a per-
son who gives his or her blood so that it can
be used in medical operations
blood groupblood group /bl�d (ru
p/ noun one of
the categories into which human blood can
be divided
bloodhoundbloodhound /bl�dhaυnd/ noun a large
dog which can follow a trail by its sense of
smell
bloodlessbloodless /bl�dləs/ adj without vio-
lence
blood pressure

� blood pressure /bl�d �preʃə/ noun
the pressure at which someone’s heart
pumps blood
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bloodshedbloodshed /bl�dʃed/ noun a situation
which involves killing people
bloodshotbloodshot /bl�dʃɒt/ adj (of the eyes)
red
bloodsportsbloodsports /bl�dspɔ
ts/ plural noun
sports which involve killing animals
bloodstainedbloodstained /bl�dstend/ adj covered
with bloodstains
bloodstreambloodstream /bl�dstri
m/ noun the
flow of blood round the body
bloodthirstybloodthirsty /bl�dθ#
sti/ adj 1. cruel 2.
full of details about people killing or injur-
ing each other
blood transfusionblood transfusion /bl�d tr�ns |

�fju
�(ə)n/ noun an act of putting blood
which has been given by another person
into a patient’s body
blood vesselblood vessel /bl�d �ves(ə)l/ noun any
tube, artery or vein, which carries blood
round the body � The wound is bleeding
profusely because a blood vessel has been
cut. � to burst a blood vessel to get vio-
lently angry � The boss will burst a blood
vessel when he hears the news.
bloody

� bloody /bl�di/ adj with much blood �
a bloody battle � adj, adv used as a mild
swear word to express anger and annoy-
ance (informal) � Stop that bloody noise!
bloody-mindedbloody-minded /�bl�di mandd/ adj
deliberately unhelpful (informal)
bloombloom /blu
m/ noun a flower � in (full)
bloom covered in flowers � The apple
trees are in full bloom. � verb (blooms,
blooming, bloomed) to produce flowers
blossomblossom /blɒs(ə)m/ noun 1. the mass of
flowers that appears on trees in the spring
� The hedges are covered with hawthorn
blossom. � The trees are in full blossom. 2.
a single flower � verb (blossoms, blos-
soming, blossomed) 1. to produces flow-
ers � The roses were blossoming round the
cottage door. 2. to improve or become
more successful [~into] � The friendship
blossomed into romance.

blot out phrasal verb to hide something
completely

blotchblotch /blɒtʃ/ noun a large area of colour
blotchyblotchy /blɒtʃi/ adj (of the face) covered
with red marks
blouse

� blouse /blaυz/ noun a woman’s shirt
blow

� blow /bləυ/ verb (blows, blowing,
blew, blown) 1. (of air or wind) to move �

The wind had been blowing hard all day. 2.
to push air out from your mouth � Blow on
your soup if it’s too hot. � to blow your
nose to blow air through your nose into a
handkerchief, especially if you have a cold

� She has a cold and keeps having to blow
her nose. � noun 1. a knock or hit with the
hand � He received a blow to the head in
the fight. 2. a shock, which comes from bad
news � The election result was a blow to
the government.

blow away phrasal verb 1. to go away by
blowing � His hat blew away. 2. to make
something go away by blowing � The
wind will blow the fog away.
blow down phrasal verb 1. to make some-
thing fall down by blowing � Six trees
were blown down in the storm. 2. to fall
down by being blown � The school fence
has blown down.
blow off phrasal verb to make something
go away by blowing � The wind blew his
hat off.
blow out� phrasal verb to make some-
thing go out by blowing � She blew out
the candles on her birthday cake.
blow over phrasal verb 1. (of a storm or a
difficult situation) to end � We hope the ar-
gument will soon blow over. 2. to knock
something down by blowing � The
strong winds blew over several trees.
blow up phrasal verb 1. to make some-
thing get bigger by blowing into it � He
blew up balloons for the party. � Your
front tyre needs blowing up. 2. to destroy
something by making it explode � The
soldiers blew up the railway bridge. 3. to
make a photograph bigger � The article
was illustrated with a blown-up picture
of the little girl and her stepfather. 4. to
make something seem more important
than it really is � The story has been
blown up by the papers.

blow-by-blowblow-by-blow /�bləυ ba bləυ/ adj de-
scribing an event in great detail
blow-dryblow-dry /�bləυ dra/ verb to dry some-
one’s hair with a hair drier
blownblown /bləυn/ past tense and past partici-
ple of blow
blowoutblowout /bləυaυt/ noun 1. a very large
meal (informal) 2. the bursting of a tyre
blubberblubber /bl�bə/ noun the fat of a whale
or seal � Whales were killed and their blub-
ber melted down. � verb (blubbers, blub-
bering, blubbered) to cry noisily � Stop
blubbering, it’s only a little scratch.
bludgeonbludgeon /bl�d�ən/ (bludgeons,
bludgeoning, bludgeoned) verb to beat
with a heavy stick � The young student was
bludgeoned and left for dead. � The rioters
bludgeoned him to the ground.
blue

� blue /blu
/ adj (bluer, bluest) of the
colour of the sky � He wore a pale blue
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shirt. � They live in the house with the dark
blue door. � noun the colour of the sky � Is
there a darker blue than this available? �

out of the blue suddenly � Out of the blue
came an offer of a job in Australia.
bluebellbluebell /blu
bel/ noun a wild plant with
blue flowers like a series of little bells
blueberryblueberry /blu
b(ə)ri/ (plural blueber-
ries) noun a wild fruit, which is dark blue
when ripe, eaten raw with sugar and cream,
or cooked in pies and jams
blue-bloodedblue-blooded /�blu
 bl�dd/ adj from a
royal or upper-class family
blue cheeseblue cheese /blu
 tʃi
z/ noun a cheese
with blue mould in it
blueprintblueprint /blu
prnt/ noun 1. a photo-
graphic print of a plan which consists of
blue lines on a white background or white
lines on a blue background � Here’s the
blueprint of the new engine. 2. a plan for
doing something [~for] � The deal will act
as a blueprint for future cooperation.
blues

� blues /blu
z/ plural noun sad songs
from the southern US � Bessie Smith, the
great blues singer.
bluffbluff /bl�f/ noun 1. a threat to do some-
thing which you know you will not carry
out � Don’t believe what he says, it’s all
just bluff. 2. a steep hill made of rock � The
soldiers climbed the bluff and found the en-
emy waiting for them on top. � verb (bluffs,
bluffing, bluffed) to do something by trick-
ing someone � He said he was a naval of-
ficer, but he was just bluffing.
bluishbluish /blu
ʃ/ adj of a colour that is
close to blue
blunderblunder /bl�ndə/ noun a big mistake, of-
ten one that causes a lot of embarrassment
� A dreadful blunder by the goalkeeper al-
lowed their opponents to score.
bluntblunt /bl�nt/ adj 1. not sharp � He tried to
cut the meat with a blunt knife. 2. almost
rude � His blunt manner often upset peo-
ple.
bluntlybluntly /bl�ntli/ adv in a direct way that
may upset people
blurblur /bl#
/ noun an unclear image � He
was hit on the head, and everything be-
came a blur. � You must have moved – the
photograph is just a blur. � verb (blurs,
blurring, blurred) to become unclear, to
make unclear � His vision became blurred.
blurbblurb /bl#
b/ noun a short piece of text on
something which is for sale, encouraging
you to buy it (slang)
blurredblurred /bl#
d/ adj not clearly seen � The
paper printed a blurred photograph of the
suspect.

blurt

blurt verb
blurt outblurt out phrasal verb to give away a se-
cret suddenly, without intending to
blushblush /bl�ʃ/ (blushes, blushing,
blushed) verb to go red in the face because
you are ashamed or embarrassed � She
blushed when he spoke to her.
blusherblusher /bl�ʃə/ noun pink or red colour-
ing applied to the cheeks
blusterbluster /bl�stə/ (blusters, blustering,
blustered) verb 1. to speak loudly and an-
grily � He went blustering on about taking
us to court. 2. (of wind) to blow hard (NOTE:
+ bluster n)
blusteryblustery /bl�st(ə)ri/ adj (of wind) blow-
ing strongly
BOBO abbr body odour
boa constrictorboa constrictor /bəυə kən|�strktə/
noun a large snake found in South Ameri-
ca, which kills animals by wrapping itself
around them and squeezing them
boarboar /bɔ
/ noun a male pig � We have a
boar and two sows. (NOTE: Do not confuse
with bore.)
board

� board /bɔ
d/ noun 1. a long flat piece
of something such as wood � The floor of
the bedroom was just bare boards. 2. a
blackboard or chalkboard � The teacher
wrote on the board.

board up phrasal verb to cover things
such as windows and doors with boards

boarderboarder /bɔ
də/ noun a pupil who lives
at his or her school (NOTE: Do not confuse
with border.)
board gameboard game /bɔ
d (em/ noun any
game in which players move pieces on a
board
boarding cardboarding card /bɔ
dŋ kɑ
d/ noun a
card which allows you to go on board a
plane
boarding houseboarding house /bɔ
dŋ haυs/ noun a
house where you pay to live
boarding passboarding pass /bɔ
dŋ pɑ
s/, board-
ing card noun same as boarding card
boarding schoolboarding school /bɔ
dŋ sku
l/ noun
a school where the children live during
term time
boardroomboardroom /bɔ
dru
m/ noun a room
where directors meet
boastboast /bəυst/ verb (boasts, boasting,
boasted) 1. to have something good � The
house boasts a large garden and pond. �

The town boasts an 18-hole golf course. 2.
to say how good or successful you are  �

noun the act of talking about things that
you are proud of � Their proudest boast is
that they never surrendered.
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boastfulboastful /bəυstf(ə)l/ adj saying how
good or successful you are
boat

� boat /bəυt/ noun a small vehicle that
people use for moving on water � They
sailed their boat across the lake. � They
went to Spain by boat. � When is the next
boat to Calais? � in the same boat in the
same difficult situation � Don’t expect spe-
cial treatment – we’re all in the same boat.
boatingboating /bəυtŋ/ noun the activity of go-
ing in small boats for pleasure
bobbob /bɒb/ noun a woman’s or girl’s hair-
style, where the hair is cut fairly short so
that it is the same length all round � She
had her hair in a bob. � verb (bobs, bob-
bing, bobbed) to move up and down �

Pieces of wood were bobbing about on the
water.
bodebode /bəυd/ (bodes, boding, boded)
verb � to bode ill or well to be a bad or
good sign (formal) � It bodes ill for their
project if the local council has refused
them a grant.
bodilybodily /bɒdli/ adj referring to the body �
The main bodily functions are those of im-
portant organs such as the heart, the lungs,
etc.
body

� body /bɒdi/ (plural bodies) noun 1. the
whole of a person or of an animal � He had
pains all over his body. 2. the main part of
an animal or person, but not the head and
arms and legs � She had scars on the arms
and upper part of her body. 3. the body of
a dead person or animal � The dead man’s
body was found in the river. � Bodies of in-
fected cows were burnt in the fields. 4. the
main structure of a vehicle � The car has
an all-aluminium body. 5. the main part of
something � You’ll find the details in the
body of the report. 6. the thickness of hair
� The shampoo will give your hair body.
(NOTE: no plural)
body blowbody blow /bɒdi bləυ/ noun a serious
disappointment
body buildingbody building /bɒdi �bldŋ/ noun the
practice of developing the muscles of the
body through lifting heavy weights and
eating particular foods
bodyguard

� bodyguard /bɒdi(ɑ
d/ noun 1. a per-
son who guards someone � The man was
stopped by the president’s bodyguards. 2. a
group of people who guard someone � He
has a bodyguard of six people or a six-man
bodyguard.
body languagebody language /bɒdi �l�ŋ(wd�/
noun movements of the body which show
what someone is thinking

bodyworkbodywork /bɒdiw#
k/ noun the metal
outer covering of a car
bogbog /bɒ(/ noun a marshland
bog standardbog standard /bɒ( st�ndəd/ adj ordi-
nary, or lacking special features
bogusbogus /bəυ(əs/ adj pretending to be real
bohemianbohemian /bəυ|hi
miən/ adj referring to
a relaxed way of life, often thought typical
of artists � He led a very bohemian exist-
ence in Paris as a young man. � She
brought along some of her bohemian
friends.
boil

� boil /bɔl/ verb (boils, boiling, boiled)
1. (of water or other liquid) to form bubbles
and change into steam or gas because of
being heated � Put the egg in when you see
that the water’s boiling. � Don’t let the
milk boil. 2. to heat a liquid until it changes
into steam � Can you boil some water so
we can make tea? 3. to cook food such as
vegetables or eggs in boiling water � Boil
the potatoes in a large pan. � noun an in-
fected swelling � He has a boil on the back
of his neck.

boil down phrasal verb 1. to be reduced
through boiling � Let the sauce boil down
until it is quite thick. 2. to be reduced to �
It all boils down to whether he will accept
the deal now or not.
boil over phrasal verb (of liquid ) to rise up
when boiling and run over the side of the
pan

boiling

� boiling /bɔlŋ/ adj 1. which has start-
ed to boil, i.e. for water, at 100°C � Put the
potatoes in a pan of boiling water. 2. also
boiling hot very hot � It is boiling in this
room.
boiling pointboiling point /bɔlŋ pɔnt/ noun 1. the
temperature at which a liquid boils, i.e.
when it turns into steam or gas � 100°C is
the boiling point of water. 2. a point at
which a situation becomes very serious �

The UN must do something quickly be-
cause the situation has reached boiling
point.
boisterousboisterous /bɔst(ə)rəs/ adj energetic
and noisy
boldbold /bəυld/ noun a printing type with
thick black letters � The main words in this
dictionary are set in bold.
bollardbollard /bɒlɑ
d/ noun 1. a low post for a
ship’s rope to be tied to 2. a low post in the
road showing where traffic should go � The
police have put bollards across the road.
bolsterbolster /bəυlstə/ (bolsters, bolstering,
bolstered) verb to make something better
or stronger � The money from the village
fete has bolstered the church funds. �
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Learning that he will be out of hospital
next week has bolstered his spirits.
bolt

bolt /bəυlt/, boult noun 1. a long piece of
metal with a screw, fastened with a round
piece of metal called a nut � The legs of the
table are secured to the top with bolts. 2. a
long piece of metal which you slide into a
hole to lock a door � She pulled back the
bolts. 3. � to make a bolt for it to run away
� When the guards weren’t looking two
prisoners tried to make a bolt for it. � verb
(bolts, bolting, bolted) 1. to run fast sud-
denly � The horse bolted. 2. to run away
from someone or something � When the
boys saw him coming, they bolted. 3. to fas-
ten something with a bolt � He bolted the
door when he went to bed. � The tables are
bolted to the floor. � to make a bolt for
something to rush towards something � At
the end of the show everyone made a bolt
for the door. � to make a bolt for it to run
away from someone or something � When
the guards weren’t looking two prisoners
tried to make a bolt for it.
bomb

� bomb /bɒm/ noun a weapon which ex-
plodes, and can be dropped from an aircraft
or placed somewhere by hand � The bomb
was left in a suitcase in the middle of the
station. � They phoned to say that a bomb
had been planted in the main street. � En-
emy aircraft dropped bombs on the army
base. � verb (bombs, bombing, bombed)
to drop bombs on something � Enemy air-
craft bombed the power station.
bombard

bombard /bɒm|bɑ
d/ (bombards, bom-
barding, bombarded) verb 1. to attack
again and again with heavy guns or bombs
� The town was bombarded for ten days
before surrendering. 2. to send someone
more communications or questions than
they can deal with � He was bombarded
with offers of jobs. � She was bombarded
with advice from her relatives. (NOTE: +
bombardment n)
bomber

bomber /bɒmə/ noun 1. a person who
puts bombs in places in order to blow them
up � The bombers managed to escape after
planting the bomb. 2. an aircraft for drop-
ping bombs � The bombers were out dur-
ing the night, attacking enemy targets.
bombing

bombing /bɒmŋ/ noun an occasion
when someone attacks a place with a bomb
or bombs � bombings in the centres of ma-
jor cities � a bombing raid by enemy air-
craft
bombshell

bombshell /bɒmʃel/ noun a very un-
pleasant surprise (informal)

bona fidebona fide /�bəυnə fadi/ adj real or true;
not deceiving
bonanzabonanza /bə|n�nzə/ noun a situation
where you can make a lot of money [~for] �
He won £10,000 on the lottery – a real bo-
nanza for the family.
bond

� bond /bɒnd/ (bonds, bonding, bond-
ed) verb 1. (of two people) to make a psy-
chological link [~with] � Some mothers find
it difficult to bond with their babies. 2. to
stick together tightly [~with] � Cover the
two surfaces with glue and hold them tight-
ly until they bond.
bondagebondage /bɒndd�/ noun the state of
being a slave
bone

� bone /bəυn/ noun one of the solid piec-
es in the body, which make up the skeleton
� He fell over and broke a bone in his leg.
� Be careful when you’re eating fish – they
have lots of little bones.
bone marrowbone marrow /bəυn �m�rəυ/ noun the
soft substance inside a bone
bonfirebonfire /bɒnfaə/ noun a fire made out-
doors
bonnet

� bonnet /bɒnt/ noun 1. the metal cov-
er over the front part of a car, covering the
engine � He lifted up the bonnet and
looked at the steam pouring out of the en-
gine. 2. a hat with strings that tie under the
chin
bonsaibonsai /bɒnsa/ noun a tree grown in
this way � We have a little bonsai oak that
is forty years old.
bonus

� bonus /bəυnəs/ noun 1. extra money
� Sales staff earn a bonus if they sell more
than their target. 2. an advantage � It was
a bonus that the plane arrived early, as we
were able to catch an earlier bus home. �
added bonus an additional advantage � I
prefer this job and it’s an added bonus that
I can walk to work.
bonybony /bəυni/ (bonier, boniest) adj 1.
thin, so that the bones can be seen easily �
She was riding a bony horse. � He grabbed
her arm with his bony hand. 2. (of fish) with
many bones � I don’t like kippers, they’re
usually too bony.
booboo /bu
/ interj showing that you do not
like someone such as an actor, singer or
politician � Everyone shouted ‘boo’ when
he announced that taxes would have to go
up. � noun an instance of making the sound
‘boo’ � The wicked pirate’s appearance
was greeted with boos and hisses. � verb
(boos, booing, booed) to make a ‘boo’
sound to show that you do not like some-
one such as an actor, singer or politician �
The crowd booed the referee.
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booby prizebooby prize /bu
bi praz/ noun a silly
prize given to the last person in a competi-
tion
boobytrapboobytrap /bu
bitr�p/ noun a hidden
bomb
boogieboogie /bu
(i/ (boogies, boogieing, bo-
ogied) verb to dance to disco music
book

� book /bυk/ noun 1. sheets of printed
paper attached together, usually with a stiff
cover [~about/on] � I’m reading a book on
the history of London. � He wrote a book
about butterflies. 2. sheets of paper to write
or draw on, attached together in a cover. �

exercise book, notebook, sketchbook �

verb (books, booking, booked) to reserve
a place, a seat, a table in a restaurant or a
room in a hotel � We have booked a table
for tomorrow evening. � to book someone
on or onto a flight to order a plane ticket
for someone else � I’ve booked you on the
10 o’clock flight to New York.

book into phrasal verb to reserve a room
in a hotel � to book someone into a hotel
to reserve a hotel room for someone else

bookcase

� bookcase /bυkkes/ noun a cup-
board with shelves for keeping books in
book clubbook club /bυk kl�b/ noun 1. a compa-
ny which sells books by post, often at re-
duced prices 2. a group of people who meet
to discuss books and related subjects
bookiebookie /bυki/ noun same as bookmaker
(informal)
booking

� booking /bυkŋ/ noun an arrange-
ment to have something such as a seat, ho-
tel room or a table in a restaurant kept for
you � to make a booking to reserve some-
thing such as a seat, hotel room or table �
We tried to make a booking for the week
beginning May 1st, but the hotel was full.
bookkeepingbookkeeping /bυkki
pŋ/ noun the ac-
tivity or job of keeping a company’s ac-
counts (NOTE: + bookkeeper n)
booklet

� booklet /bυklət/ noun a book of in-
formation with only a few pages
bookmakerbookmaker /bυkmekə/ noun a person
who takes money from people who want to
bet on the result of races (NOTE: The official
term is turf accountant.)
bookmarkbookmark /bυkmɑ
k/ noun 1. some-
thing that you put in a book to show the
place where you stopped reading 2. the ad-
dress of a website or web page, stored for
easy access
bookshelf

� bookshelf /bυkʃelf/ (plural book-
shelves) noun a shelf for keeping books
bookshop

� bookshop /bυkʃɒp/ noun a shop
where you can buy books

book token

book token /bυk �təυkən/ noun a card
with an amount of money written on it,
which can only be used to buy books of
that value
bookworm

bookworm /bυkw#
m/ noun someone
who enjoys reading books, and reads a lot
boom

� boom /bu
m/ noun 1. a sudden in-
crease in a business or activity [~in] � a
boom in short holidays 2. a loud deep
noise, like the sound of an explosion �
There was such a loud boom that everyone
jumped. � verb (booms, booming,
boomed) 1. to increase � The economy is
booming. 2. to make a loud deep noise �

His voice boomed across the square.
boomerang

boomerang /bu
mər�ŋ/ noun a curved
piece of wood, invented in Australia,
which twists as it flies and returns to you
when you throw it in a special way
boon

boon /bu
n/ noun a very useful thing
[~for/to] � The car has been a real boon to
her since the bus company stopped the
service to their village.
boostboost /bu
st/ noun help or increase
[~for/~in/~to] � It gave a boost to our sales.
� verb (boosts, boosting, boosted) to help
to increase something or make something
better � The TV commercial should boost
our sales.
booster

booster /bu
stə/ noun 1. a thing which
gives extra help or support � Winning the
competition was a much needed morale
booster for her. 2. same as booster injec-
tion
booster injection

booster injection /bu
stər n|

�d�ekʃ(ə)n/ noun an extra injection of vac-
cine given some time after the first one so
as to make sure it is still effective
booster shotbooster shot /bu
stə ʃɒt/ noun same
as booster injection
boot

� boot /bu
t/ noun a strong shoe which
covers your foot and your ankle or the low-
er part of your leg � walking boots � ankle
boots � long black riding boots

boot up phrasal verb to make a computer
start, or to be started and ready for use

booth

� booth /bu
ð/ noun 1. a small room or
enclosed space for one person to stand or
sit in 2. US a section of a business fair
where a company shows its products or
services � The American publisher wants
us to meet him at his booth. 3. US an en-
closed area in a restaurant with a table in it
� We sat in a booth by the bar and listened
to the jazz.
bootlegbootleg /bu
tle(/ adj sold illegally
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boot outboot out phrasal verb to make someone
leave somewhere (informal) � He was boot-
ed out of the police force for taking bribes.
bootybooty /bu
ti/ noun treasure taken by sol-
diers, sailors, etc. during fighting (NOTE: no
plural)
boozebooze /bu
z/ (informal) noun an alcoholic
drink � He’s too fond of (the) booze to
work well. � verb (boozes, boozing,
boozed) to drink alcohol � He was out all
night boozing with his friends.
border

� border /bɔ
də/ noun 1. an imaginary
line between countries or regions [~be-
tween/~with] � They crossed the border be-
tween Germany and Switzerland. � The
town is near the border with Luxembourg.
� He was questioned by the border guards.
2. a pattern around the edge of something �
I don’t like the pink border on the scarf. 3.
a patch of soil at the side of a path or an
area of grass where flowers or bushes are
planted � verb (borders, bordering, bor-
dered) to be along the edge of something �
The path is bordered with rose bushes. �
The new houses border the west side of the
park.

border on phrasal verb 1. same as border
verb 2. to be very similar to or almost the
same as something � His excuse was sil-
ly, bordering on the ridiculous.

borderlineborderline /bɔ
dəlan/ noun a line be-
tween two things
borebore /bɔ
/ noun a dull person who is not
very interesting � I don’t want to sit next to
him, he’s such a bore. � verb (bores, bor-
ing, bored) to make a hole in something
bored

� bored /bɔ
d/ adj not interested in what
is happening � You get very bored having
to do the same work every day. � I’m bored
– let’s go out to the club.
boredom

� boredom /bɔ
dəm/ noun the state of
being bored
boring

� boring /bɔ
rŋ/ adj not interesting � I
don’t want to watch that TV programme –
it’s boring.
born

� born /bɔ
n/ verb to come out of your
mother’s body and begin to live � He was
born in Scotland. � She was born in 1989.
� The baby was born last week.
born-again Christianborn-again Christian /�bɔ
n ə |�(en
krstʃən/ noun a person who has been
converted to Christianity, after not having
been very religious before
borne

� borne /bɔ
n/ past participle of bear
borough

� borough /b�rə/ noun a large town or
district that is run by an elected council
borrow

� borrow /bɒrəυ/ (borrows, borrowing,
borrowed) verb 1. to take something for a

short time, usually with the permission of
the owner � She borrowed three books
from the school library. � He wants to bor-
row one of my CDs. 2. to take money for a
time, usually from a bank � Companies
borrow from banks to finance their busi-
ness. � She borrowed £100,000 from the
bank to buy a flat. Compare lend
borrowerborrower /bɒrəυə/ noun a person who
borrows something, especially money
borrowingsborrowings /bɒrəυŋz/ plural noun
money which is borrowed � The company
has borrowings of over £200,000.
bosombosom /bυz(ə)m/ noun a woman’s
breasts
boss

� boss /bɒs/ noun the person in charge,
especially the owner of a business � If you
want a day off, ask the boss. � I left because
I didn’t get on with my boss.
bossybossy /bɒsi/ (bossier, bossiest) adj al-
ways telling people what to do
botanistbotanist /bɒt(ə)nst/ noun a scientist
who studies plants
botanybotany /bɒt(ə)ni/ noun the science and
study of plants
botchbotch /bɒtʃ/ (botches, botching,
botched) verb to do or make something
badly (informal)
both

� both /bəυθ/ adj, pron two people or
things together � Hold onto the handle
with both hands. � Both my shoes have
holes in them. � Both her brothers are very
tall. � She has two brothers, both of them in
Canada. � She and her brother both go to
the same school. � I’m talking to both of
you.
bother

� bother /bɒðə/ noun trouble or worry �
We found the shop without any bother. � It
was such a bother getting packed that we
nearly didn’t go on holiday. � verb (both-
ers, bothering, bothered) 1. to make
someone feel slightly angry, especially by
disturbing them [~that] � Stop bothering
me – I’m trying to read. � It bothers me that
everyone is so lazy. 2. to feel worried, or
make someone feel worried [~about/~that]
� I was bothered about not hearing from
her for two weeks. � It bothers me that it
takes so long to get a reply. 3. � to bother
to do something to take the time or trouble
to do something � Don’t bother to come
with me to the station – I can find my way
easily. � can’t orcouldn’t be bothered to
don’t want to � He couldn’t be bothered to
answer my letters.
bottle

� bottle /bɒt(ə)l/ noun 1. a tall plastic or
glass container for liquids, usually with a
narrow part at the top � He opened two bot-
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tles of red wine. � She drank the water
straight out of the bottle. � He bought his
wife a bottle of perfume on the plane. 2.
confidence (informal ) � He hasn’t got the
bottle to do it. � verb (bottles, bottling,
bottled) to put in bottles � The wine is bot-
tled in Germany. � Only bottled water is
safe to drink.
bottle bank

� bottle bank /bɒt(ə)l b�ŋk/ noun a
place where you can throw away empty
bottles for recycling
bottledbottled /bɒt(ə)ld/ adj sold in bottles
bottleneckbottleneck /bɒt(ə)l |�nek/ noun 1. a nar-
row part of a road where traffic often gets
stuck � The roadworks have created a bot-
tleneck and caused jams all through the
town. 2. a place where things such as pro-
duction or supplies are held up � There’s a
bottleneck in the invoicing department and
this holds up our deliveries.
bottom

� bottom /bɒtəm/ noun 1. the lowest
point � The ship sank to the bottom of the
sea. � Turn left at the bottom of the hill. �
Is there any honey left in the bottom of the
jar? 2. the far end � Go down to the bottom
of the street and you will see the station on
your left. � The shed is at the bottom of the
garden. 3. the part of the body on which
you sit � Does my bottom look big in these
trousers? � plural noun bottoms the lower
part of a set of clothes � He was wearing
just his track suit bottoms. � I can’t find my
bikini bottoms. � adj lowest � The jam is on
the bottom shelf. � He was standing on the
bottom rung of the ladder. � to get to the
bottom of a problem to find the real cause
of a problem
bottomlessbottomless /bɒtəmləs/ adj without any
limit
boughbough /baυ/ noun a branch of a tree
(NOTE: Do not confuse with bow.)
bought

� bought /bɔ
t/ past tense and past par-
ticiple of buy
boulderboulder /bəυldə/ noun a large rock
boulevardboulevard /bu
ləvɑ
d/, Boulevard noun
a wide road in a town, usually with trees
along it
bounce

� bounce /baυns/ noun 1. a movement
of something such as a ball when it hits a
surface and moves away again � He hit the
ball on the second bounce. 2. energy �
She’s always full of bounce. � verb (bounc-
es, bouncing, bounced) to spring up and
down or off a surface � The ball bounced
down the stairs. � He kicked the ball but it
bounced off the post. � In this game you
bounce the ball against the wall.

bouncerbouncer /baυnsə/ noun a person whose
job is to stop unwanted people getting into
a public place, or to make them leave � The
bouncers wouldn’t let her in because she’d
caused trouble before.
bouncybouncy /baυnsi/ adj 1. which bounces �
a big bouncy red ball 2. full of energy � It’s
quite tiring working with her because she’s
so bouncy.
bound

� bound /baυnd/ noun a big jump � adj
1. very likely [~to] � They are bound to be
late. 2. obliged [~to/~by] � He felt bound to
help her. � He is bound by the contract he
signed last year. 3. tied up � a bundle of old
letters bound with pink ribbon � The boy
was left bound to a tree. � The burglars left
him bound hand and foot. � verb (bounds,
bounding, bounded) to make a big jump,
or move fast suddenly � She bounded into
the room. � He bounded out of his chair. �
The dog bounded into the bushes. � bound
for on the way to � a ship bound for the
Gulf
boundary

� boundary /baυnd(ə)ri/ (plural
boundaries) noun an imaginary line or
physical barrier separating two things [~be-
tween/~with] � The white fence marks the
boundary with my neighbour’s garden. �
Their behaviour crossed the boundary be-
tween unkindness and cruelty.
boundlessboundless /baυndləs/ adj which seems
to have no limit
bountybounty /baυnti/ noun money given as a
reward
bouquetbouquet /bu
 |ke/ noun 1. a beautifully
arranged bunch of flowers � He bought a
bouquet of white roses. � A little girl pre-
sented the princess with a bouquet. 2. the
particular smell of a wine � a wine with a
delicate bouquet
bourbonbourbon /b#
bən/ noun US a type of
American whisky, or a glass of this drink
bourgeoisbourgeois /bυə�wɑ
/ adj referring to
middle-class people and their views in a
disapproving way � They want to go on liv-
ing their bourgeois existence. � He accuses
his parents of being terribly bourgeois and
swears he won’t be like them.
boutbout /baυt/ noun 1. a sporting fight or
contest � Lewis won that bout. 2. an attack
of illness � She had a bout of flu.
boutiqueboutique /bu
 |ti
k/ noun a small shop,
especially for up-to-date fashionable
clothes � a jeans boutique � a ski boutique
bovinebovine /bəυvan/ adj 1. referring to
cows 2. slow and stupid
bowbow1 /baυ/ noun 1. the act of bending
your body forwards as a greeting or sign of
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respect � He made a deep bow to the audi-
ence. � to take a bow to stand on a stage
and bend forwards to thank the audience �

The actors took their bows one after the
other. 2. the front part of a ship � verb
(bows, bowing, bowed) 1. to bend your
body forward as a greeting or sign of re-
spect [~to] � He bowed to the queen. 2. to
bend your head forwards � She bowed her
head over her books.
bow

� bow2 /bəυ/ noun 1. a weapon used for
shooting arrows � The archers drew their
bows and shot arrows into the air. 2. a long
piece of wood used for playing a stringed
instrument � He slowly drew the bow
across the strings of his violin. 3. a ribbon
knotted in a shape like a butterfly � The
parcel was tied up with red bows.
bowl

� bowl /bəυl/ noun 1. a wide, round con-
tainer for something such as food or water
� Put the egg whites in a bowl and whisk
them. 2. the food or liquid contained in a
bowl � He was eating a bowl of rice. � A
bowl of hot thick soup is just what you need
in this cold weather. 3. a large heavy ball
used for rolling along the ground in certain
games � She picked up the bowl and
stepped up to take her turn. � verb (bowls,
bowling, bowled) 1. (especially in cricket)
to throw a ball to a batsman 2. also bowl
out (especially in cricket) to throw the ball
to a batsman and hit the wicket so that the
person cannot continue playing 3. (in a
game of bowls) to roll a bowl along the
ground to try to get close to the target

bowl over phrasal verb 1. to knock some-
one down 2. to surprise someone � He
was completely bowled over by the news.

bow-leggedbow-legged /�bəυ le(d/ adj with legs
which bend out at the knee
bowlerbowler /bəυlə/ noun 1. (especially in
cricket) a person who throws the ball to a
batsman � a fast bowler 2. a person who
plays bowls 3. same as bowler hat
bowler hatbowler hat /�bəυlə h�t/, bowler noun a
hat with a rounded top
bowlingbowling /bəυlŋ/ noun the game of
bowls, or the indoor game of knocking
down skittles with a large ball. � ten-pin
bowling
bowlsbowls /bəυlz/ noun a game where teams
of players roll large balls towards a small
ball (a jack), trying to get as close to it as
possible
bow tiebow tie /bəυ ta/ noun a tie which is tied
in the shape of a butterfly
box

� box /bɒks/ noun 1. a container made of
wood, plastic, cardboard or metal, with a

lid � The cakes came in a cardboard box.
2. a container and its contents � He took a
box of matches from his pocket. � He gave
her a box of chocolates for her birthday. �
verb (boxes, boxing, boxed) to fight by
punching, especially when wearing special
thick gloves � He learnt to box at a gym in
the East End.
boxerboxer /bɒksə/ noun 1. a person who
fights with his fists � The two boxers came
together in the ring. 2. a type of large dog
with short hair
boxingboxing /bɒksŋ/ noun a sport in which
two opponents fight each other in a square
area wearing special thick gloves
Boxing Day

� Boxing Day /bɒksŋ de/ noun 26th
December, the day after Christmas Day
box officebox office /bɒks �ɒfs/ noun an office
where you buy tickets in a theatre
boy

� boy /bɔ/ noun 1. a male child � A boy
from our school won the tennis match. � I
knew him when he was a boy. 2. a son �

Her three boys are all at university. 3. � the
boys men who are friends, or who play
sport together (informal)
boy bandboy band /bɔ b�nd/ noun an all-male
pop group aimed at a teenage audience
boycottboycott /bɔkɒt/ (boycotts, boycotting,
boycotted) verb to refuse to deal with
someone � We are boycotting all food im-
ports from that country. (NOTE: + boycott n)
boyfriend

� boyfriend /bɔfrend/ noun a young
or older man that someone is having a ro-
mantic relationship with � She’s got a new
boyfriend. � She brought her boyfriend to
the party.
boyhoodboyhood /bɔhυd/ noun the time of life
when someone is, or was, a boy
boyishboyish /bɔʃ/ adj looking or acting like
a boy
Boy ScoutBoy Scout /bɔ skaυt/ noun 1. in the
US, a member of the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, an organisation aiming to develop
good character and physical fitness, often
through community and outdoor activities
2. a man who is considered to be naive 3. �
scout
brabra /brɑ
/ noun a piece of women’s under-
wear worn to support the breasts
bracebrace /bres/ noun 1. a support which
helps your teeth to grow straight � She
wears a brace on her teeth. 2. a support for
part of the body which has been injured �
a knee brace � verb [~for] � to brace your-
self to prepare yourself for something un-
pleasant � When the phone rang, she
braced herself for the shock of hearing his

Intermediate.fm  Page 67  Monday, August 23, 2004  5:36 PM



bracelet 68
voice again. � The pilot told us to brace
ourselves for a crash landing.
braceletbracelet /breslət/ noun a piece of jew-
ellery worn around your wrist or arm
bracesbraces /bresz/ plural noun a brace for
the teeth
bracingbracing /bresŋ/ adj cool and making
you feel healthy
bracket

� bracket /br�kt/ noun 1. a piece of
metal or wood which is attached to a wall
to support a shelf � The shelf is held up by
two solid brackets. 2. a printing sign usual-
ly used in pairs, [ ], ( ), < > or {}, used to
show that a piece of text is separated from
the rest � The words in brackets can be de-
leted. � The four words underlined should
be put in brackets. 3. a group of things or
people considered together for administra-
tive purposes
bragbrag /br�(/ (brags, bragging, bragged)
verb to boast about something 
braidbraid /bred/ noun 1. a decoration made
of twisted fibres � Admirals have gold
braid on their caps. 2. plaited hair � This is
a picture of her when she was ten and still
had her hair in braids. � verb (braids,
braiding, braided) to plait, e.g. hair or rib-
bon � She braided her hair before going
swimming.
BrailleBraille /brel/ noun a system of writing
using raised dots on paper to represent let-
ters, which allows a blind person to read by
passing his or her fingers over the page
brain

� brain /bren/ noun 1. the nerve centre
in the head, which controls all the body �

The brain is the most important part of the
body. 2. intelligence � to use your brain to
think sensibly � she’s got brains, she’s got
a good brain she’s intelligent
brainchildbrainchild /brentʃald/ noun an origi-
nal plan that someone has thought of
(informal)
brainlessbrainless /brenləs/ adj completely stu-
pid (disapproving)
brainstormingbrainstorming /bren|�stɔ
mŋ/ noun
an intensive group discussion, with no time
allowed for thinking, in order to produce
ideas or help solve problems
brainwashbrainwash /brenwɒʃ/ (brainwashes,
brainwashing, brainwashed) verb to make
someone believe something is true by re-
peating it and forcing them to believe it
(NOTE: + brainwashing n)
brainwavebrainwave /brenwev/ noun a sudden
very good idea
brainybrainy /breni/ (brainier, brainiest) adj
very intelligent (informal)

brake

� brake /brek/ noun a part of a vehicle
used for stopping or making it go more
slowly � Put the brake on when you go
down a hill. � The brakes aren’t working!
� verb (brakes, braking, braked) to slow
down by pressing a vehicle’s brakes � The
driver of the little white van braked, but too
late to avoid the dog.
branbran /br�n/ noun the outside part of
wheat seeds
branch

� branch /brɑ
ntʃ/ noun 1. a thick part
of a tree, growing out of the main part � He
hit his head against a low branch. 2. a local
office of an organisation � He’s the manag-
er of our local branch of Lloyds Bank. �
The store has branches in most towns in the
south of the country. 3. one part of some-
thing larger � Genetics is a branch of biol-
ogy. � I’m not in contact with the Irish
branch of my family. 4. a section of a road,
railway line or river that leads to or from
the main part � The town is built on a
branch of the Nile. � verb (branches,
branching, branched) to divide into two or
more parts

branch out phrasal verb to start to do
something different, as well as what you
normally do

brandbrand /br�nd/ noun a product with a
name, made by a particular company � a
well-known brand of soap � verb (brands,
branding, branded) to describe someone
or something publicly as something bad
[~(as)] � He was branded as a thief. � The
minister was publicly branded a liar in the
newspaper.
brandishbrandish /br�ndʃ/ (brandishes, bran-
dishing, brandished) verb to wave some-
thing about
brand name

� brand name /br�nd nem/ noun the
official name of a product
brand-new

� brand-new /�br�nd nju
/ adj com-
pletely new
brandy

� brandy /br�ndi/ noun 1. an alcoholic
drink made from wine � I was given a bot-
tle of excellent brandy. 2. a glass of this
drink � He ordered three brandies.
brashbrash /br�ʃ/ adj confident and loud
(technical)
brassbrass /brɑ
s/ noun 1. a shiny yellow met-
al used for making things such as some
musical instruments and door handles �

The doctor has a brass nameplate on his
door. 2. musical instruments made of brass,
such as trumpets or trombones � the brass
section of the orchestra � He has composed
several pieces of music for brass.

Intermediate.fm  Page 68  Monday, August 23, 2004  5:36 PM



69 break
brass bandbrass band /brɑ
s b�nd/ noun a band
of people playing brass instruments
bratbrat /br�t/ noun a badly behaved child
bravadobravado /brə|vɑ
dəυ/ noun confident
actions to show how brave you are
brave

� brave /brev/ adj (braver, bravest) not
afraid of doing unpleasant or dangerous
things � It was very brave of him to dive
into the river to rescue the little girl. � verb
(braves, braving, braved) to accept un-
pleasant or dangerous conditions in order
to achieve something � We braved the Sat-
urday crowds in the supermarket because
we needed bread and milk.
bravelybravely /brevli/ adv in a brave way
braverybravery /brevəri/ noun the ability to do
dangerous or unpleasant things without be-
ing afraid � We admired her bravery in
coping with the illness. � He won an award
for bravery.
bravobravo /brɑ
 |vəυ/ interj showing approval
brawlbrawl /brɔ
l/ noun a wild fight � Coming
out of the pub, he got into a brawl with
some soldiers. (NOTE: + brawl v)
braybray /bre/ (brays, braying, brayed) verb
to make a loud noise like a donkey
brazenbrazen /brez(ə)n/ adj with no shame �
What you say is a brazen lie.
breach

� breach /bri
tʃ/ noun the act of break-
ing the law or a promise [~of] � This is a
breach of the undertaking they made last
year. � verb (breaches, breaching,
breached) to go against rules � The pay
settlement has breached the government’s
guidelines. � in breach of going against an
agreement � In breach of their agreement,
they started negotiating with our rivals be-
hind our backs.
bread

� bread /bred/ noun food made from
flour and water baked in an oven � Can you
get a loaf of bread from the baker’s? � She
cut thin slices of bread for sandwiches.
bread binbread bin /bred bn/ noun a metal box
for keeping bread in
breadcrumbsbreadcrumbs /bredkr�mz/ plural noun
little pieces of dried bread � The fish is cov-
ered in breadcrumbs and then fried.
breadlinebreadline /bredlan/ noun a very low
standard of living
breadthbreadth /bredθ/ noun 1. a measurement
of how wide something is � The breadth of
the piece of land is over 300 m. 2. the fact
of being full or complete � His answers
show the breadth of his knowledge of the
subject. � the length and breadth of
something everywhere in a place � We

walked the length and breadth of the field
but found no mushrooms.
breadwinnerbreadwinner /bredwnə/ noun a per-
son who earns money to feed the family
break

� break /brek/ verb (breaks, breaking,
broken) 1. to make something divide into
pieces accidentally or deliberately � He
dropped the plate on the floor and broke it.
� Break the chocolate into four pieces. 2. to
divide into pieces accidentally � The clock
fell on the floor and broke. 3. to fail to obey
a rule or law 4. to fail to carry out the terms
of a contract or a rule � The company has
broken its agreement. � to break a prom-
ise not to do what you had promised to do
� He broke his promise and wrote to her
again. 5. � to break it or to break the
news to someone to tell someone bad news
� We will have to break it to her as gently
as possible. (NOTE: Do not confuse with
brake.) � noun 1. a short pause or rest �
There will be a 15-minute break in the mid-
dle of the meeting. � they worked for
three hours without a break without
stopping � They worked without a break. �
to take a break to have a short rest � We’ll
take a break now, and start again in fifteen
minutes. 2. a short holiday � a winter break
� to break your journey to stop travelling
for a while before going on � We’ll break
our journey in Edinburgh.

break down phrasal verb 1. (of a ma-
chine) to stop working � The lift has bro-
ken down again. � The car broke down
and we had to push it. 2. to show all the
items that are included in a total separate-
ly � Can you break down this invoice into
travel costs and extras? 3. to become up-
set and start crying � When she got her
results she just broke down. 4. to separate
a substance into small parts, or to become
separated � Enzymes break down the
food. 5. to fail � Their relationship quick-
ly broke down when he lost his job. � The
discussions seem likely to break down
over the amount of money being offered.
break in phrasal verb 1. � to break in, to
break into a building to use force to get
into a building � Burglars broke into the
office during the night. 2. to interrupt
something that is happening � I’m sorry
to break in, but I need to speak to Mr Mc-
Gregor urgently.
break into phrasal verb to start doing
something � When they saw the photos,
they broke into laughter.
break off phrasal verb 1. to make some-
thing come off by breaking � He broke a
piece off his pie and gave it to the dog. 2.

Intermediate.fm  Page 69  Monday, August 23, 2004  5:36 PM



breakable 70
to come off by breaking � The handle
broke off the cup in the dishwasher. �

Several branches broke off in the wind. 3.
to stop something suddenly � He broke
off in the middle of his story. � They
broke off the discussions. � to break it
off to end a relationship � They were go-
ing to get married, but she broke it off.
break out phrasal verb 1. to start � War
broke out between the countries in the ar-
ea. 2. to escape � Three prisoners broke
out of jail.
break up phrasal verb 1. to divide into
pieces � The oil tanker was breaking up
on the rocks. 2. to end � The meeting
broke up at 3 p.m.

breakablebreakable /brekəb(ə)l/ adj that can
break easily
breakawaybreakaway /brekəwe/ adj which has
become separated from a larger group
breakdown

� breakdown /brekdaυn/ noun 1. a
situation in which a machine or vehicle
stops working � We had a breakdown on
the motorway. � A breakdown truck came
to tow us to the garage. 2. a failure of a sys-
tem to work properly � There has been a
breakdown in communications between
them. 3. a situation in which someone can-
not continue to live normally any more be-
cause they are mentally ill or very tired 4. a
list showing details item by item � Give me
a breakdown of the travel costs.
breakfast

� breakfast /brekfəst/ noun the first
meal of the day � I had a boiled egg for
breakfast. � She didn’t have any breakfast
because she was in a hurry. � The hotel
serves breakfast from 7.30 to 9.30 every
day.
break-inbreak-in /brek n/ noun a burglary
breaking pointbreaking point /brekŋ pɔnt/ noun
the point at which a situation reaches a cri-
sis
breakoutbreakout /brekaυt/ noun an escape
from a prison
breakthroughbreakthrough /brekθru
/ noun a sud-
den success
breakupbreakup /brek�p/ noun the process of
coming to pieces or separating
breast

� breast /brest/ noun 1. one of two parts
on a woman’s chest which produce milk 2.
meat from the chest part of a bird � Do you
want a wing or a slice of breast? � We
bought some chicken breasts to make a
stir-fry.
breastfeedbreastfeed /brestfi
d/ (breastfeeds,
breastfeeding, breastfed) verb to give a
baby milk from the breast

breath

� breath /breθ/ noun air which goes into
and out of the body through the nose or
mouth � We could see our breath in the
cold air. � to hold your breath to keep air
in your lungs, e.g. in order to go under wa-
ter � She held her breath under water for a
minute. � to take a deep breath to breathe
in as much air as you can � Take a deep
breath for the doctor. � to take someone’s
breath away to surprise someone very
much � under your breath quietly � He
cursed under his breath. � don’t hold your
breath don’t expect it to happen � He said
he’ll pay us next month, but don’t hold
your breath! � out of breath, gasping for
breath having difficulty in breathing
breathe

� breathe /bri
ð/ (breathes, breathing,
breathed) verb to take air into the lungs or
let it out � Relax and breathe in and then
out slowly. � to breathe deeply to take a
lot of air into the lungs � he’s breathing
down my neck all the time always watch-
ing and judging what someone is doing
breatherbreather /bri
ðə/ noun a time when you
can rest (informal )
breathing

� breathing /bri
ðŋ/ noun the process
of taking air in and out of the lungs
breathing apparatusbreathing apparatus /bri
ðŋ �pə|

�retəs/ noun equipment such as a mask
and oxygen cylinder which can help a per-
son to breathe
breathing spacebreathing space /bri
ðŋ spes/ noun
a period when you can rest between activi-
ties
breathlessbreathless /breθləs/ adj finding it diffi-
cult to breathe
breathtakingbreathtaking /breθtekŋ/ adj very im-
pressive
breath testbreath test /breθ test/ noun a test for a
driver to see if he has been drinking alco-
hol
breed

� breed /bri
d/ noun a group of animals
or plants specially developed with features
that make it different from others of the
same type � Alsatians and other large
breeds of dog � verb (breeds, breeding,
bred) 1. to produce young animals � Rab-
bits breed very rapidly. 2. to keep animals
which produce young ones � They breed
sheep for the meat and the wool.
breederbreeder /bri
də/ noun a person who
breeds animals or plants
breeding

� breeding /bri
dŋ/ noun 1. the prac-
tice of raising animals or plants � Because
of the smell, pig breeding is strictly con-
trolled. � You can’t shoot pheasants during
the breeding season. 2. good education,
background and behaviour � It was obvi-
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ous that his secretary was a girl of good
breeding.
breezebreeze /bri
z/ noun a slight wind � A cool
breeze is welcome on a hot day like this. �
verb (breezes, breezing, breezed) to walk
around looking very pleased with yourself
� He breezed into the meeting carrying a
cup of coffee.

breeze through phrasal verb to do some-
thing without any difficulty � She
breezed through the tests in an hour.

breezybreezy /bri
zi/ adj 1. windy � It is very
hot, but slightly breezy which makes it
more comfortable. � It’s a little breezy in
here, let’s shut the French windows. 2. hap-
py-go-lucky � A breezy youth looking as if
he didn’t have a care in the world.
brevitybrevity /brevti/ noun (of time) the qual-
ity of being very short
brewerbrewer /bru
ə/ noun a person or compa-
ny that makes beer
brewerybrewery /bru
əri/ (plural breweries)
noun a factory where beer is made
bribebribe /brab/ noun an illegal payment to
someone to get something done � He of-
fered the witness a bribe to say nothing. �
verb (bribes, bribing, bribed) to give an il-
legal payment to someone � She planned to
customs officials to get the plans approved.
bribery

� bribery /brab(ə)ri/ noun the act of
bribing
bric-a-bracbric-a-brac /brk ə br�k/ noun attrac-
tive little objects which are not very valua-
ble
brick

� brick /brk/ noun a hard block of baked
clay used for building � You’ll need more
than eighty bricks to build a wall.

brick up phrasal verb to fill a hole with
bricks

bricklayerbricklayer /brkleə/ noun a person who
builds walls with bricks
bridalbridal /brad(ə)l/ adj referring to a wed-
ding (NOTE: Do not confuse with bridle.)
bridebride /brad/ noun a woman who is get-
ting married or has just married
bridegroombridegroom /brad(ru
m/ noun a man
who is getting married or has just got mar-
ried (NOTE: often just called the groom)
bridesmaidbridesmaid /bradzmed/ noun a girl
who is one of the bride’s attendants at a
wedding
bridge

� bridge /brd�/ noun 1. a road or path
built over a road or river so that you can
walk or drive from one side to the other �

There are two bridges across the river near
here. 2. a connection or helpful link be-
tween two things [~between] � A shared in-

terest can be a bridge between old and
young.
bridlebridle /brad(ə)l/ noun straps put round a
horse’s head � She had some difficulty in
putting the bridle on the horse.
brief

� brief /bri
f/ adj short � He wrote a brief
note of thanks. � The meeting was very
brief. � in brief in a few words, or without
giving details � We have food for only a few
days; in brief, the situation is very serious.
briefcasebriefcase /bri
fkes/ noun a case for
carrying papers or documents
briefingbriefing /bri
fŋ/ noun a meeting where
information is given
briefly

� briefly /bri
fli/ adv 1. for a short time
2. in a few words, or without giving details
briefsbriefs /bri
fs/ plural noun short under-
wear for men or women � Before the med-
ical, the doctor asked him to strip down to
his briefs.
brigade

� brigade /br|(ed/ noun a section of
an army � The general sent an infantry bri-
gade to the region.
brigadierbrigadier /�br(ə|də/ noun an army of-
ficer in charge of a brigade
bright

� bright /brat/ adj 1. full of light or sun-
light � a bright day � a bright room �
bright sunshine or sunlight strong clear
light from the sun 2. very strong � They
have painted their front door bright or-
ange. 3. a young person who is bright is in-
telligent � Both children are very bright. �
She’s the brightest student we’ve had for
many years. 4. clear and sunny � There will
be bright periods during the afternoon. 5.
happy and pleasant � She gave me a bright
smile.
brightenbrighten /brat(ə)n/ (brightens, bright-
ening, brightened) verb to make some-
thing bright, or to become bright

brighten up phrasal verb 1. (of a person)
to become more cheerful � She bright-
ened up when she saw him. 2. (of
weather ) to become sunnier � The weath-
er is brightening up.

brightlybrightly /bratli/ adv 1. in a strong clear
light or colour � A children’s book with
brightly painted pictures. � The streets
were brightly lit for Christmas. 2. cheerful-
ly � She smiled brightly as she went into
the hospital.
brightnessbrightness /bratnəs/ noun 1. strong
clear light 2. strong colour
brilliancebrilliance /brljəns/ noun the fact of be-
ing very clever
brilliant

� brilliant /brljənt/ adj 1. extremely
clever � He’s the most brilliant student of
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his year. � She had a brilliant idea. 2.
strong and clear � She stepped out into the
brilliant sunshine. 3. very good (informal) �
The way the information is displayed on
this website is brilliant.
brimbrim /brm/ noun 1. the edge � The glass
was filled to the brim. 2. the flat part
around a hat � A hat with a wide brim.

brim over phrasal verb to overflow
bring

� bring /brŋ/ (brings, bringing,
brought) verb to come with someone or
something to this place � She brought the
books to school with her. � He brought his
girlfriend home for tea. � Are you bringing
any friends to the party?

bring about phrasal verb to make some-
thing happen
bring along phrasal verb to bring some-
one or something with you
bring back phrasal verb to carry some-
thing back
bring down phrasal verb 1. to carry
something down to here � Can you bring
down the television from the bedroom? 2.
to make something less � We’ve brought
down all our prices.
bring forward phrasal verb to arrange
something to be done at an earlier date
than had been planned
bring off phrasal verb to succeed in doing
something
bring on phrasal verb to produce some-
thing � to have brought it on yourself
you have yourself to blame for what hap-
pened to you
bring out phrasal verb to make some-
thing come out
bring up phrasal verb 1. to look after and
educate a child � He was born in the USA
but brought up in England. � He was
brought up by his uncle in Scotland. 2. to
mention a problem � He brought up the
question of the noise. 3. to vomit some-
thing � She’s got a stomach upset and
brought up all her breakfast.

brinkbrink /brŋk/ noun the time when some-
thing is about to happen � on the brink of
about to achieve something � The company
is on the brink of collapse. � She was on the
brink of a nervous breakdown.
briskbrisk /brsk/ adj fairly fast
bristlebristle /brs(ə)l/ noun 1. one of the short
stiff hairs on plants, or some animals such
as pigs � You could see the bristles on the
back of the sow’s neck. 2. one of the short
stiff parts of a brush � The bristles of my
toothbrush are coming off – I must get a
new one. � verb (bristles, bristling, bris-

tled) to take offence at something � She
bristled at the suggestion that a mistake
had been made.
BritBrit /brt/ noun a person from the United
Kingdom (informal)
British

� British /brtʃ/ adj relating to the
United Kingdom � a British citizen � the
British army � The British press reported a
plane crash in Africa. � The ship was flying
a British flag.
BritonBriton /brt(ə)n/ noun a person from the
United Kingdom
brittlebrittle /brt(ə)l/ adj hard and breaking
easily into pieces
broachbroach /brəυtʃ/ (broaches, broaching,
broached) verb to start talking about a
problem
broad

� broad /brɔ
d/ adj very wide � a broad
river � breadth
broadbandbroadband /brɔ
db�nd/ adj able to
manage large amounts of data quickly � a
broadband connection
broadcast

� broadcast /brɔ
dkɑ
st/ noun a radio
or TV programme � The broadcast came
live from outside Buckingham Palace.
broadcasterbroadcaster /brɔ
dkɑ
stə/ noun a per-
son who works on radio or TV but is not an
actor
broaden

� broaden /brɔ
d(ə)n/ (broadens,
broadening, broadened) verb to make
something wider, or to become wider �
Part of their plan is to broaden the road. �
The river broadens to form a small lake.
broadlybroadly /brɔ
dli/ adv widely
broad-mindedbroad-minded /�brɔ
d mandd/ adj
not shocked by other people’s behaviour or
words
broadsheetbroadsheet /brɔ
dʃi
t/ noun a newspa-
per with large pages (NOTE: Small format
newspapers are called tabloids.)
broadsidebroadside /brɔ
dsad/ noun a strong
spoken or written attack
BroadwayBroadway /brɔ
dwe/ noun a street in
New York, where the major theatres are lo-
cated � The play was a big hit on Broad-
way but flopped in London.
brocadebrocade /brə|ked/ noun a thick cloth
with a raised pattern
broccolibroccoli /brɒkəli/ noun a vegetable of
which the green, purple or white flower
buds are eaten
brochurebrochure /brəυʃə/ noun a small thin
book
broilbroil /brɔl/ (broils, broiling, broiled)
verb to grill food
broilerbroiler /brɔlə/ noun a chicken sold for
roasting
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broke

� broke /brəυk/ adj with no money
(informal) � past tense of break
broken

� broken /brəυkən/ adj 1. in pieces �
She tried to mend the broken vase. 2. not
working � We can’t use the lift because it’s
broken. � past participle of break
broken-downbroken-down /�brəυkən daυn/ adj not
working
broken-heartedbroken-hearted /�brəυkən |hɑ
td/ adj
very sad
brokerbroker /brəυkə/ noun a dealer in shares
or insurance
brollybrolly /brɒli/ (plural brollies) noun an
umbrella (informal)
bronchitisbronchitis /brɒŋ |kats/ noun an illness
caused by infection in the bronchial tubes
bronzedbronzed /brɒnzd/ adj tanned from being
in the sun
bronze medalbronze medal /brɒnz med(ə)l/ noun a
medal given to someone who finishes third
in a race or competition
broochbrooch /brəυtʃ/ noun a piece of jewel-
lery fixed onto clothes with a pin
broodbrood /bru
d/ noun a family of young
birds or small children � Some birds raise
only one brood of chicks a year. � Simon
and his brood came for lunch yesterday. �
verb (broods, brooding, brooded) to think
anxiously about something a lot
[~about/over/on] � She’s brooding over the
possibility that she might lose her job.
broom

� broom /bru
m/ noun 1. a brush with a
long handle, used to clean floors � She
swept the kitchen with a broom. 2. a bush
with yellow flowers, found in sandy places
and grown in gardens � Broom flowers ear-
ly in the summer.
brothbroth /brɒθ/ noun a light meat soup
brothelbrothel /brɒθ(ə)l/ noun a house where
prostitutes work
brother

� brother /br�ðə/ noun a boy or man
who has the same mother and father as
someone else � My brother John is three
years older than me. � She came with her
three brothers.
brotherhoodbrotherhood /br�ðəhυd/ noun links
between people
brother-in-lawbrother-in-law /br�ðər n lɔ
/ (plural
brothers-in-law) noun a brother of your
husband or wife; a husband of your sister;
or a husband of a husband’s or wife’s sister
brotherlybrotherly /br�ðəli/ adj kind or protec-
tive like a brother � She was expecting
some brotherly advice, instead of which
her brother told her she was a fool.
brought

� brought /brɔ
t/ past tense and past
participle of bring

browbrow /braυ/ noun 1. the forehead � She
wrinkled or knit her brow as she tried to
understand the guidebook. 2. an eyebrow,
the line of hair above the eye � He’s in-
stantly recognisable with those dark bushy
brows. 3. the top of a hill � Having reached
the brow of the hill they stopped to look at
the view.
brown

� brown /braυn/ adj 1. with a colour like
earth or wood � She has brown hair and
blue eyes. � It’s autumn and the leaves are
turning brown. 2. with skin made dark by
the sun � He’s very brown – he must have
been sitting in the sun. � noun a colour like
earth or wood � I’d prefer shoes of a lighter
brown.
brownfieldbrownfield /braυnfi
ld/ adj referring to
land that previously had industrial building
on it but is now available for housing
browniebrownie /braυni/ noun a small chocolate
cake usually with nuts
browse

� browse /braυz/ (browses, browsing,
browsed) verb 1. to look through a book,
newspaper or magazine, without reading it
properly � I browsed through several mag-
azines at the doctor’s surgery. 2. to wander
around a shop looking at things for sale �
Do you need any help? – No, I’m just
browsing. 3. to go to various websites on
the Internet without looking for anything in
particular
browserbrowser /braυzə/ noun computer soft-
ware which allows you to browse on the In-
ternet
bruisebruise /bru
z/ noun a dark painful area on
the skin, where you have been hit � She
had bruises all over her arms. � verb
(bruises, bruising, bruised) to make a
bruise on the skin by being hit or by knock-
ing yourself on something � She bruised
her knee on the corner of the table.
brunchbrunch /br�ntʃ/ noun a meal taken from
about 10 a.m., a combination of breakfast
and lunch
brunettebrunette /bru
 |net/ noun a person, usual-
ly a woman, with dark brown hair
brush

� brush /br�ʃ/ noun 1. a tool made of a
handle and hairs or wire, used for doing
things such as cleaning or painting � You
need a stiff brush to get the mud off your
shoes. � She used a very fine brush to paint
the details. � He was painting the front of
the house with a large brush. 2. the act of
cleaning with a brush � She gave the coat
a good brush. 3. a short argument or fight
with someone � He’s had several brushes
with the police recently. � verb (brushes,
brushing, brushed) 1. to clean with a
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brush � He brushed his shoes before going
to the office. � Always remember to brush
your teeth before you go to bed. 2. to go
past something touching it gently � She
brushed against me as she came into the
café.

brush off phrasal verb 1. to clean some-
thing off with a brush � He brushed the
mud off his boots. 2. to ignore something
because it is not very important � So far
he has managed to brush off all the com-
plaints about his work.
brush up phrasal verb to learn more
about something � You’ll need to brush
up your English if you want to get a job
as a guide.

brusquebrusque /brυsk/ adj using very few
words and not being very polite
Brussels sproutBrussels sprout /�br�s(ə)lz spraυt/
noun a green vegetable like a very small
cabbage
brutalbrutal /bru
t(ə)l/ adj cruel and violent
brutebrute /bru
t/ noun 1. a violent person �

Her husband’s such a brute, sometimes I
fear for her safety. 2. a large animal �

Three bears came near our camp and one
big brute tried to get into my tent.
BTWBTW abbr by the way
bubble

� bubble /b�b(ə)l/ noun a ball of air or
gas contained in a liquid or other substance
� Bubbles of gas rose to the surface of the
lake. � He blew bubbles in his drink. � verb
(bubbles, bubbling, bubbled) to make
bubbles, or have bubbles inside � The por-
ridge was bubbling in the pan.

bubble up phrasal verb to come to the
surface as bubbles

bubble gumbubble gum /b�b(ə)l (�m/ noun 1. a
type of chewing gum that can be blown
from the mouth into large bubbles 2. pop
music aimed at the younger teenage market
and usually considered to be lacking in
originality
bubblybubbly /b�bli/ adj (bubblier, bubbliest)
with bubbles � For a really bubbly bath,
pour the soap in under running hot water.
� noun champagne (informal) � Come and
have a glass of bubbly to celebrate the
birth of our son. (NOTE: no plural)
buck

� buck /b�k/ noun 1. a male of certain
animals such as the hare, rabbit, deer or
goat (NOTE: The female is called a doe.) 2.
US a dollar � It’ll cost you ten bucks. � You
couldn’t lend me 100 bucks, could you? �

to pass the buck to pass responsibility to
someone else (informal) � The manager is
a very weak character, he’s always passing

the buck. � the buck stops here I am the
person who is responsible
bucket

� bucket /b�kt/ noun 1. an open con-
tainer with a handle, used mainly for carry-
ing liquids � He filled a bucket from the
tap. 2. the contents of a bucket � He
brought a bucket of water from the river. �

They threw buckets of water on the fire. �
verb (buckets, bucketing, bucketed) to
pour with rain (informal) � It’s bucketing
down outside.
bucklebuckle /b�k(ə)l/ (buckles, buckling,
buckled) verb 1. to bend and collapse � The
whole bridge buckled under the weight of
the traffic. 2. to become bent � The front
wheel of my bicycle has buckled.

buckle down phrasal verb to start to work
hard (informal)

budbud /b�d/ noun a place where a new shoot
or flower will grow from on a plant � It was
spring and the buds on the trees were be-
ginning to open.
BuddhismBuddhism /bυdz(ə)m/ noun a religion
based on the teaching of the Indian philos-
opher known as Buddha (NOTE: + Buddhist
n)
buddingbudding /b�dŋ/ adj studying to be, hop-
ing to be
buddybuddy /b�di/ (plural buddies) noun main-
ly US a friend (informal)
budgebudge /b�d�/ (budges, budging,
budged) verb to move
budgerigarbudgerigar /b�d�əri(ɑ
/ noun a small
colourful tropical bird often kept as a pet
budget

� budget /b�d�t/ noun an amount of
money that can be spent on something �
There isn’t enough money in the household
budget to pay for a new carpet. � verb
(budgets, budgeting, budgeted) to plan
how you will spend money in the future
[~for] � They are having to budget carefully
before going on holiday. � We’re budgeting
for a 5% increase in electricity prices.
budgiebudgie /b�d�i/ noun same as budgeri-
gar (informal)
buffbuff /b�f/ noun 1. a pale brown colour �

This type of envelope comes in blue, green
and buff only. 2. an enthusiast � This is the
best dictionary for crossword buffs.
buffalobuffalo /b�fələυ/ (plural buffaloes or
buffalos or same) noun a large wild animal
with long hair, like a large bull, which used
to be common in North America but is re-
duced in numbers (NOTE: For a group, you
say a herd of buffalo.)
buffer

� buffer /b�fə/ noun 1. a shock-absorb-
ing pad � The cushion acts as a buffer be-
tween the two pieces of machinery. � The
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train failed to stop and crashed into the
buffers. 2. something placed between two
powerful forces, which prevents problems
occurring between them � The UN tried to
establish a buffer zone between the two
factions.
buffetbuffet /bυfe/ noun a meal where the
food is in dishes on a table, and each per-
son helps himself � The hotel serves a buf-
fet breakfast.
bug

� bug /b�(/ (bugs, bugging, bugged)
verb to make someone feel slightly angry,
especially for a long time (informal) � I
can’t remember his name, and it’s really
bugging me!
bugging devicebugging device /b�(ŋ d |�vas/ noun
a hidden microphone
buggybuggy /b�(i/ (plural buggies) noun 1. a
little electric car for one or two people �

Beach buggies have very large tyres so that
they can drive on sand. � Some people hire
buggies when they play golf. 2. a light fold-
ing chair with wheels for pushing a baby in
� She pushed the buggy across the busy
road.
buglebugle /bju
((ə)l/ noun a brass musical
instrument similar to a trumpet, mainly
used in the army
build

� build /bld/ verb (builds, building,
built) 1. to make something by putting its
parts together � The house was only built
last year. � They are planning to build a
motorway across the field. � The children
built sand castles on the beach. 2. to devel-
op something � We need to build a good
team relationship. � These games are good
for building your vocabulary. � noun the
particular shape of someone’s body � She’s
a girl of slender build. � He has the same
build as his father.

build up phrasal verb to increase � The
pressure is building up on him to resign.
� Gas built up rapidly in the boiler until
it exploded.

builder

� builder /bldə/ noun a person who
builds buildings
building

� building /bldŋ/ noun 1. something
such as a house, railway station or factory
which has been built � The flood washed
away several buildings. � His office is on
the top floor of the building. 2. the action of
constructing something � The building of
the tunnel has taken many years.
building society

� building society /bldŋ sə |�saəti/
noun an organisation which pays interest
on people’s savings and lends money to
people buying houses or flats

build-upbuild-up /bld �p/ noun 1. the prepara-
tions for something 2. a gradual increase in
something � a build-up of traffic 3. a flat-
tering description of someone or some-
thing � We’d expected someone funnier af-
ter all the build-up.
builtbuilt /blt/ past tense and past participle of
build
-built-built /blt/ suffix made or constructed
built-inbuilt-in /�blt n/ adj made as part of a
room or machine
bulb

� bulb /b�lb/ noun 1. a round part of
some plants, which stays under the ground,
and from which leaves and flowers grow �
She planted spring bulbs all round the
house. 2. a glass ball which gives electric
light � I need to change the bulb in the ta-
ble lamp.
bulbousbulbous /b�lbəs/ adj fat and round
bulgebulge /b�ld�/ noun a swelling � There’s a
little bulge in the carpet – I guess we’ll find
the missing toy underneath. � verb (bulg-
es, bulging, bulged) 1. to be big at one
place 2. to be full of something [~with] �
Her pockets were bulging with bundles of
notes. � Father’s briefcase bulged not with
important papers but with toys for his chil-
dren.
bulgingbulging /b�ld�ŋ/ adj sticking out
bulimiabulimia /bu|lmiə/ noun a psychological
condition in which the patient eats too
much and is incapable of controlling their
eating
bulkbulk /b�lk/ noun a large amount � in bulk
in large quantities � It is cheaper to buy
stationery for the school in bulk. � the bulk
of most of � The bulk of our sales are in
Europe. � She finished the bulk of the work
before lunch.
bulkybulky /b�lki/ (bulkier, bulkiest) adj awk-
wardly large
bullbull /bυl/ noun a male animal of the cow
family � Be careful when you cross the
field – there’s a bull in it. � to take the bull
by the horns to try to deal with a difficult
problem (informal) � He decided to take the
bull by the horns and tell his father that he
was leaving the family firm.
bulldogbulldog /bυldɒ(/ noun a short strong
dog with a flat face
bulldozebulldoze /bυldəυz/ (bulldozes, bull-
dozing, bulldozed) verb 1. to knock down
or to clear using a bulldozer � They bull-
dozed the old farm buildings. 2. to force
something to happen � he bulldozed his
proposal through the committee he
forced the committee to agree to his pro-
posal

Intermediate.fm  Page 75  Monday, August 23, 2004  5:36 PM



bulldozer 76
bulldozerbulldozer /bυldəυzə/ noun a large pow-
erful tractor with a curved plate in front for
pushing or moving earth
bulletbullet /bυlt/ noun a piece of metal that
you shoot from a gun � He loaded his gun
with bullets. � Two bullets had been fired.
bulletinbulletin /bυltn/ noun information on a
situation
bulletin boardbulletin board /bυltn bɔ
d/ noun 1.
US a board on which notices can be placed
2. (on the Internet) a system of sending
messages or advertising events � She ad-
vertised the concert on the bulletin board.
bullet pointbullet point /bυlt pɔnt/ noun a printed
symbol like a circle before an item in a list
bullet-proofbullet-proof /bυltpru
f/ adj made so
that bullets cannot go through
bullfightbullfight /bυlfat/ noun entertainment in
Spain, where a man fights a bull
bullionbullion /bυliən/ noun gold or silver bars
bull marketbull market /bυl �mɑ
kt/ noun a period
when prices on the stock market rise as
people buy shares because they think share
prices will rise still further
bull’s eyebull’s eye /bυlz a/ noun the centre of
the target which you try to hit in sports
such as archery, darts or rifle shooting �

This target is not easy, the bull’s eye is very
small.
bullybully /bυli/ noun (plural bullies) a person
who often hurts or is unkind to other peo-
ple � He’s a bully, he’s always trying to
frighten smaller children. � verb (bullies,
bullying, bullied) to be unkind to someone
often � She was bullied by the other chil-
dren in school.
bumbum /b�m/ noun (informal) 1. a person’s
bottom � He just sits on his bum all day,
doing nothing. 2. US a person who sits
around doing nothing � Can’t you bums
find something to do? 3. a person who is
very keen on something � a ski bum
bum bagbum bag /b�m b�(/ noun a small bag
attached to a belt for keeping valuables in
bumblebeebumblebee /b�mb(ə)lbi
/ noun a large
brown furry bee
bumblingbumbling /b�mblŋ/ adj confused and
inefficient (informal)
bump

� bump /b�mp/ noun 1. a slight knock �
The boat hit the landing stage with a bump.
2. a raised area � Drive slowly, the road is
full of bumps. 3. a raised area on your body,
where something has hit it � He has a
bump on the back of his head. � verb
(bumps, bumping, bumped) to hit some-
thing or a part of the body � He’s crying
because he bumped his head on the door.

bump into phrasal verb to hit slightly �
Be careful not to bump into the wall when
you’re reversing. � to bump into some-
one to meet someone by chance � I
bumped into him at the station.
bump off phrasal verb to murder some-
one (slang)

bumperbumper /b�mpə/ adj very large � a
bumper crop of corn � We’re publishing a
bumper edition of children’s stories. � Last
year was a bumper year for sales of mobile
phones. � noun a protective bar on the front
and back of a car � He backed into a lamp-
post and dented the rear bumper. � There
was a mile-long traffic jam with cars
standing bumper-to-bumper.
bumpybumpy /b�mpi/ (bumpier, bumpiest)
adj not smooth
bun

� bun /b�n/ noun 1. a small round piece
of bread or a cake � The burgers are served
in a bun. � These buns are too sweet and
sticky. 2. hair tied up at the back of the head
in a knot � She wears her hair in a bun.
bunch

� bunch /b�ntʃ/ noun 1. a group of
things taken together � He carries a bunch
of keys attached to his belt. � He brought
her a bunch of flowers. 2. a group of people
� I work with a nice bunch of people � My
friends are a mixed bunch. 3. several fruits
attached to the same stem � a bunch of
grapes � a bunch of bananas � verb
(bunches, bunching, bunched) to form a
group
bundlebundle /b�nd(ə)l/ noun 1. a parcel of
things wrapped up or tied up together � A
bundle of clothes was all she owned. � He
produced a bundle of papers tied up with
green string. � She left her clothes in a
bundle on the floor. 2. a set of things sold
or presented together � a bundle of soft-
ware � verb (bundles, bundling, bundled)
1. to put things somewhere quickly without
being careful � He bundled the papers into
a drawer. � She bundled the children off to
school. � The police bundled him into the
back of their van. 2. to sell a software pro-
gramme at the same time as you sell hard-
ware, both sold together at a special price
[~with] � The word-processing package is
bundled with the computer.
bungbung /b�ŋ/ (bungs, bunging, bunged)
verb to throw (informal ) � Don’t keep that
paper – just bung it in the wastepaper bas-
ket.
bungalow

� bungalow /b�ŋ(ələυ/ noun a house
with only a ground floor
bungee-jumpingbungee-jumping /b�nd�i
 �d��mpŋ/
noun a sport which consists of jumping
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from a high point such as a bridge when at-
tached by your ankles to a long elastic ca-
ble, so that instead of hitting the ground,
you bounce up into the air
bungle

bungle /b�ŋ((ə)l/ (bungles, bungling,
bungled) verb to do something badly
(informal)
bunk beds

bunk beds /b�ŋk bedz/ plural noun two
beds one on top of the other, with a ladder
to climb to the top one � We put the chil-
dren in bunk beds because they take up less
space.
bunker

bunker /b�ŋkə/ noun 1. a room with es-
pecially strong walls, often underground �
The soldiers defended the bunker for sever-
al days. � As the enemy approached, the
ministers hid in a bunker under the presi-
dential palace. 2. an open pit filled with
sand placed on a golf course to trap balls
and make difficulties for the players
bunny

� bunny /b�ni/ (plural bunnies) noun a
child’s name for a rabbit (informal)
buoyant

buoyant /bɔənt/ adj 1. which can float
easily, which helps something float easily
� The raft became waterlogged and was no
longer buoyant. � Salt water is more buoy-
ant than fresh water. 2. full of confidence �
She left the meeting in a very buoyant
mood.
burden

� burden /b#
d(ə)n/ noun 1. a heavy
load � He relieved her of her burden. 2.
something that is hard to deal with [/~on/to]
� I think he finds running the family shop
quite a burden on him.
bureau

bureau /bjυərəυ/ (plural bureaus or bu-
reaux) noun 1. an office � He filed the re-
port from the New York bureau. 2. an an-
tique desk 3. US a chest of drawers � My
socks are in the bureau in the bedroom. 4.
US a section of a government department
bureaucracy

bureaucracy /bjυə |rɒkrəsi/ noun 1. a
group of officials working for central or lo-
cal government, or for an international
body � The investigation of complaints is
in the hands of the local bureaucracy. 2. a
complicated official system � Red tape and
bureaucracy slow down charitable work. �
I’m fed up with all this bureaucracy, just to
get an export licence.
bureaucrat

bureaucrat /bjυərəkr�t/ noun a person
who runs an office or government depart-
ment
burger

� burger /b#
(ə/ noun same as ham-
burger
burglar

� burglar /b#
(lə/ noun a person who
tries to get into a building to steal things

burglar alarmburglar alarm /b#
(lər ə |�lɑ
m/ noun a
piece of equipment which makes a loud
noise if someone enters a building illegally
burglaryburglary /b#
(ləri/ (plural burglaries)
noun a robbery by a burglar
burgleburgle /b#
((ə)l/ (burgles, burgling,
burgled) verb to enter a building and steal
things from it
burgundyburgundy /b#
(əndi/ adj dark red
burial

� burial /beriəl/ noun a ceremony of
burying a dead person
burlyburly /b#
li/ (burlier, burliest) adj (of a
person) with a large strong body
burn

� burn /b#
n/ noun a burnt area of the
skin or a surface � She had burns on her
face and hands. � There’s a burn on the
edge of the table where he left his cigarette.
� verb (burns, burning, burnt or burned)
1. to destroy or damage something by fire
� She burnt her finger on the hot frying
pan. � The hotel was burnt to the ground
last year. � I’ve burnt the toast again. 2. to
feel painful, or to make something feel
painful � The sun and wind burnt his face.
3. to damage part of the body by heat � She
burnt her finger on the hot frying pan. 4. to
be on fire � The firemen were called to the
burning school.

burn down phrasal verb 1. to destroy
something completely by fire � They
were playing with matches and burnt the
house down. 2. to be destroyed complete-
ly by fire � The building had burnt down
before the firemen arrived.
burn out phrasal verb to destroy the in-
side completely by fire � The restaurant
was completely burnt out.

burningburning /b#
nŋ/ adj 1. very hot � The
baby must have a temperature – his face is
burning. � Careful, the pan is burning hot.
2. painful, as though being touched by
something hot � She had a burning pain in
her left eye. 3. very keen � He had a burn-
ing desire to go to Egypt.
burnt

� burnt /b#
nt/ adj destroyed or damaged
by fire or heat
burnt-outburnt-out /�b#
nt aυt/ adj completely
tired physically or emotionally through too
much hard work, stress, or fast living
burpburp /b#
p/ noun the noise made when
bringing up air from the stomach � When
the baby stops drinking, pat him gently on
the back until he makes a burp. � verb
(burps, burping, burped) to make a burp �
There is nothing like a fizzy drink to make
you burp.
burrowburrow /b�rəυ/ noun a rabbit hole � The
rabbits all popped down into their burrow
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when we came near. � verb (burrows, bur-
rowing, burrowed) to dig underground �
Moles have burrowed under the lawn.
bursarbursar /b#
sə/ noun a person in charge of
the finances of a school or college
bursarybursary /b#
s(ə)ri/ noun money given to
some students to help them pay for their
studies
burst

� burst /b#
st/ verb (bursts, bursting,
burst) to break open or explode suddenly,
or cause something to break open or ex-
plode suddenly � When she picked up the
balloon it burst. � noun 1. a sudden loud
sound � There was a burst of gunfire and
then silence. � Bursts of laughter came
from the office. 2. a sudden effort or activity
� She put on a burst of speed. � In a burst
of energy he cleaned the whole house.

burst into phrasal verb 1. to enter unex-
pectedly, in a rush � She burst into the
meeting waving a bundle of papers. 2. to
start to do something suddenly � She
opened the letter and burst into tears. �

The building burst into flames.
burst out phrasal verb 1. to suddenly start
� She burst out laughing. 2. to say some-
thing loudly � He burst out into a string
of insults. 3. to leave quickly � She burst
out of the shop, and started running down
the street.

burstingbursting /b#
stŋ/ abbr very full of peo-
ple � The bar was bursting last night. � adj
1. eager to say something [~to] � He was
bursting to tell everyone the news. 2. feel-
ing an emotion strongly [~with] � bursting
with pride
burybury /beri/ (buries, burying, buried) verb
to put someone or something into the
ground � He was buried in the local ceme-
tery. � Squirrels often bury nuts in the au-
tumn.
bus

� bus /b�s/ (plural buses or busses)
noun a large motor vehicle which carries
passengers � He goes to work by bus. � She
takes the 8 o’clock bus to school every
morning. � We missed the last bus and had
to walk home. � The number 6 bus goes to
Oxford Street.
bush

� bush /bυʃ/ noun a small tree � a holly
bush with red berries � An animal was
moving in the bushes.
bushelbushel /bυʃ(ə)l/ noun a measure of dry
goods, such as grain (equal to 56 pounds)
bushybushy /bυʃi/ (bushier, bushiest) adj (of
hair) growing thickly
business

� business /bzns/ noun 1. the work
of buying and selling things � They do a lot
of business with France. � She works in the

electricity business. � on business working
� The sales director is in Holland on busi-
ness. 2. a company � She runs a photogra-
phy business. � He runs a secondhand car
business. 3. something that affects a partic-
ular person � it’s none of your business
it’s nothing to do with you
business classbusiness class /bzns klɑ
s/ noun
travel which is less expensive than first
class
businesslikebusinesslike /bznslak/ adj practical
and efficient
businessmanbusinessman /bznsm�n/ (plural
businessmen) noun a man who works in
business, or who runs a business
businesspersonbusinessperson /bzns |�p#
s(ə)n/
(plural businesspeople or businessper-
sons) noun a person who works in busi-
ness, or who runs a business
business planbusiness plan /bzns pl�n/ noun a
plan of the future development of a busi-
ness
businesswomanbusinesswoman /bzns �wυmən/
(plural businesswomen) noun a woman
who works in business, or who runs a busi-
ness
buskbusk /b�sk/ (busks, busking, busked)
verb to entertain people in the street
bus shelterbus shelter /b�s �ʃeltə/ noun a con-
struction with a roof where you can wait
for a bus
bustbust /b�st/ noun 1. a sculpture of the head
and shoulders � Have you seen the bust of
the Prime Minister? 2. a woman’s breasts �
verb (busts, busting, busted or bust) to
break (informal) � She’s bust my precious
vase! � He hit the ball hard and it bust a
window.
bustlebustle /b�s(ə)l/ noun a situation where
people are hurrying around � It’s nice to sit
quietly at home after the bustle of the of-
fice. � verb (bustles, bustling, bustled) to
hurry around doing things � She bustled
around the kitchen getting dinner ready.
bustlingbustling /b�s(ə)lŋ/ adj with a lot of
people and activity
bust-upbust-up /b�st �p/ noun 1. the breaking
up of something such as a relationship or
an organisation 2. a fight or bad argument
busy

� busy /bzi/ (busier, busiest) adj 1.
working on or doing something � He was
busy mending the dishwasher. � I was too
busy to phone my aunt. 2. full of people �

The shops are busiest during the week be-
fore Christmas. 3. (of a phone line) being
used by someone else, so you cannot get an
answer when you call � His phone’s been
busy all day. (NOTE: + busily adv)
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busybodybusybody /bzibɒdi/ (plural busybod-
ies) noun a person who is too interested in
what other people do (informal)
but

� but /bət, b�t/ conj used for showing a
difference � He is very tall, but his wife is
quite short. � We would like to come to
your party, but we’re doing something else
that evening. � prep except � Everyone but
me is allowed to go to the cinema. � They
had eaten nothing but apples.
butcher

� butcher /bυtʃə/ noun a person who
prepares and sells meat
butlerbutler /b�tlə/ noun the most important
male servant in a house, who serves at ta-
ble, especially dealing with wine
buttbutt /b�t/ noun 1. a large container for wa-
ter or wine � It has rained a lot lately and
the rainwater butt is overflowing. 2. the
end of a cigarette which has been smoked
� He picked up old butts from the pave-
ment. 3. the end of the handle of a gun
which presses against the shoulder of the
person firing it � The prisoners were beat-
en with rifle butts. 4. a person whom other
people laugh at � He will always be the butt
of their criticism if he doesn’t dress any
better. 5. a push with the head � The goat
came up behind him and gave him a butt
with its head. 6. US buttocks � to give
someone a kick in the butt � verb (butts,
butting, butted) to push with the head �

The goat lowered its head and butted him.
butt in phrasal verb to interrupt

butter

� butter /b�tə/ noun a yellow fat made
from the cream of milk, used on bread or
for cooking � Could you pass the butter,
please? � Don’t spread the butter so thick.
� Fry the mushrooms in butter. (NOTE: no
plural: some butter; a knob of butter) � verb
(butters, buttering, buttered) to spread
butter on something � She was busy butter-
ing slices of bread for the sandwiches.
buttercupbuttercup /b�tək�p/ noun a common
yellow flower found in fields
butterfly

� butterfly /b�təfla/ noun an insect
with large brightly coloured wings, which
flies during the day
buttocksbuttocks /b�təks/ plural noun the part of
the body on which you sit
button

� button /b�t(ə)n/ noun 1. a small, usu-
ally round piece of plastic, metal or wood,
that you push through a hole in clothes to
fasten them � The wind is cold – do up the
buttons on your coat. � A button’s come off
my shirt. 2. a small round object which you
push to operate something such as a bell �
Press this button to call the lift. � Push the
red button to set off the alarm. � verb (but-

tons, buttoning, buttoned) to fasten some-
thing with buttons � He buttoned (up) his
coat because it was cold.
buttonholebuttonhole /b�t(ə)nhəυl/ noun a hole
which a button goes through when it is fas-
tened � You’ve put the button in the wrong
buttonhole.
buy

� buy /ba/ (buys, buying, bought) verb
to get something by paying money for it �
I bought a newspaper on my way to the sta-
tion. � She’s buying a flat. � She bought
herself a pair of ski boots. � What did you
buy your mother for her birthday?

buy up phrasal verb to buy a large quan-
tity of something

buyer

� buyer /baə/ noun a person who buys
things
buyoutbuyout /baaυt/ noun same as takeover
buzzbuzz /b�z/ noun a noise like the sound
made by a bee � the buzz of an electric saw
in the garden next door � verb (buzzes,
buzzing, buzzed) to make a noise like a
bee � Wasps were buzzing round the jam.

buzz off phrasal verb to go away
(informal)

buzzerbuzzer /b�zə/ noun a piece of equipment
which buzzes as a signal of something
buzzwordbuzzword /b�zw#
d/ noun a word
which is frequently used (informal)
by

� by /ba/ prep 1. near � The house is just
by the bus stop. � Sit down here by me. 2.
not later than � They should have arrived
by now. � You must be home by eleven
o’clock. � It must be finished by Friday. 3.
used for showing the means of doing some-
thing � Send the parcel by airmail. � Get in
touch with the office by phone. � They
came by car. � She caught a cold by stand-
ing in the rain. � You make the drink by
adding champagne to orange juice. � She
paid by cheque, not by credit card. 4. used
for showing the person or thing that did
something � a painting by Van Gogh � a
CD recorded by our local group � ‘Ham-
let’ is a play by Shakespeare. � The post-
man was bitten by the dog. � She was
knocked down by a car. 5. used for showing
amounts � We sell tomatoes by the kilo. �

Eggs are sold by the dozen. � Prices have
been increased by 5%. � They won by 4
goals to 2. � adv past � She drove by with-
out seeing us.
bye

� bye /ba/, bye-bye /�ba ba/ interj
goodbye (informal)
by-electionby-election /ba  |�lekʃən/, bye-elec-
tion noun an election for Parliament when
an MP has died or retired
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bygone

bygone /ba(ɒn/ adj belonging to the
past � A painting of a bygone age.
bypass

bypass /bapɑ
s/ noun a road round a
town � Take the bypass if you want to avoid
congestion in the town centre. � verb (by-
passes, bypassing, bypassed) to go
round a town, avoiding the centre � It
would be better if you could bypass the
town centre on market day. � The main
road bypasses the town centre.
by-product

by-product /ba �prɒd�kt/ noun a prod-
uct made as a result of manufacturing a
main product

bystander

bystander /bast�ndə/ noun a person
near where something is happening
byte

byte /bat/ noun a group of eight bits
which a computer operates on as a single
unit (NOTE: usually used in compounds: kil-
obyte, megabyte, etc. Do not confuse with
bite.)
byway

byway /bawe/ noun an unimportant
road
byword

byword /baw#
d/ noun 1. somebody or
something well known for representing a
particular quality 2. a word or phrase
which is in common use
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C
cc /si
/, C noun the third letter of the alpha-
bet, between B and D
cabcab /k�b/ noun 1. a taxi � He took a cab
to the airport. � Can you phone for a cab,
please? � Cab fares are very high in New
York. 2. a separate part of a large vehicle
for a driver � The truck driver climbed into
his cab and started the engine.
cabaretcabaret /k�bəre/ noun entertainment
given in a restaurant or club, with dancing
and singing
cabbagecabbage /k�bd�/ noun a vegetable
with large pale green or red leaves folded
into a tight ball
cabincabin /k�bn/ noun 1. a small room on a
ship � We booked a first-class cabin on the
cruise. � She felt sick and went to lie down
in her cabin. 2. the inside of an aircraft �

The aircraft is divided into three separate
cabins. � The first-class cabin is in the
front of the plane. 3. a small hut � He has a
cabin by a lake where he goes fishing.
cabinet

� cabinet /k�bnət/ noun 1. a piece of
furniture with shelves � a china cabinet 2.
a committee formed from the most impor-
tant members of a government � The cabi-
net met at 10 o’clock this morning. �
There’s a cabinet meeting every Tuesday
morning.
cable

� cable /keb(ə)l/ noun 1. a wire for car-
rying electricity or electronic signals �
They’ve been digging up the pavements to
lay cables. � He ran a cable out into the
garden so that he could use the lawnmow-
er. 2. a thick rope or wire � The ship was at-
tached to the quay by cables. 3. same as ca-
ble television
cable televisioncable television /�keb(ə)l �tel |

v�(ə)n/, cable TV /�keb(ə)l �ti
 |vi
/
noun a television system where the signals
are sent along underground cables
cachecache /k�ʃ/ noun a hidden store � The
police found a cache of explosives in the
shed.
cacklecackle /k�k(ə)l/ (cackles, cackling,
cackled) verb to make a little high-pitched
laugh

cacophonycacophony /kə|kɒfəni/ noun an un-
pleasant mixture of loud sounds
cactuscactus /k�ktəs/ (plural cacti) noun a
plant with thorns which grows in the desert
CADCAD /k�d/ abbr computer-aided design
caddiecaddie /k�di/ (plural caddies) noun a
person who carries the clubs for a golfer �
Some of the best golf professionals started
as caddies.
caddycaddy /k�di/ noun 1. a little box for
keeping loose tea in 2. same as caddie
cadetcadet /kə |det/ noun a young person train-
ing for the armed services or the police
force
caesareancaesarean /s |zeəriən/, caesarean sec-
tion /s|zeəriən �sekʃən/ noun an opera-
tion to deliver a baby by cutting through
the abdominal wall into the uterus
cafécafé /k�fe/ noun a small restaurant sell-
ing drinks or light meals � We had a snack
in the station café.
cafeteriacafeteria /�k�fə |təriə/ noun a self-serv-
ice restaurant
cafetierecafetiere /�k�fə|tjeə/ noun a coffee pot
where you push down a filter to make the
coffee
caffeinecaffeine /k�fi
n/ noun a chemical found
in coffee, chocolate and tea which acts as a
stimulant
cage

� cage /ked�/ noun a box made of wire
or with metal bars for keeping birds or an-
imals in � The rabbit got out of its cage.
cageycagey /ked�i/ (cagier, cagiest) adj not
wanting to share information (informal) �

They’re being very cagey about their rela-
tionship.
cake

� cake /kek/ noun food made by mixing
flour, eggs and sugar, and baking it � a
piece of cherry cake � She had six candles
on her birthday cake. � Have another slice
of Christmas cake. � Would you like some
chocolate cake?
cakedcaked /kekt/ adj covered with something
that has become dry and hard
calamitycalamity /kə |l�mti/ (plural calamities)
noun a disaster
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calciumcalcium /k�lsiəm/ noun a chemical ele-
ment which is found in different forms, e.g.
in chalk rocks, shells, bones and teeth, wa-
ter, milk and some plants, and is an impor-
tant part of a balanced diet � Their diet has
a calcium deficiency or is deficient in cal-
cium.
calculate

� calculate /k�lkjυ|�let/ (calculates,
calculating, calculated) verb to find the
answer to a problem using numbers
[~(that)/~how/what/when etc] � The bank
clerk calculated the rate of exchange for
the dollar. � He calculated that it would
take us six hours to finish the job. � Have
you calculated when we’ll need to finish?
calculatedcalculated /k�lkjυletd/ adj deliber-
ate
calculatingcalculating /k�lkjυletŋ/ adj who
makes clever plans in a careful way and
thinks about all the possible results
calculation

� calculation /�k�lkjυ|leʃ(ə)n/ noun
1. a series of numbers that you obtain when
you are calculating something � According
to my calculations, we have enough fuel
left to do only twenty kilometres. 2. the act
of calculating
calculator

� calculator /k�lkjυletə/ noun a
small electronic machine for doing calcu-
lations
calculuscalculus /k�lkjυləs/ noun a part of
mathematics which is the way of calculat-
ing varying rates � Calculus is now taught
in sixth forms.
calendarcalendar /k�lndə/ noun a set of pages
showing the days and months of the year
calf

� calf /kɑ
f/ (plural calves) noun 1. a
young cow or bull � The cow stood in a
corner of the field with her two calves. 2.
the back part of someone’s leg between the
ankle and the knee
calibratecalibrate /k�lbret/ (calibrates, cali-
brating, calibrated) verb to mark the de-
grees or measurements on a scale
calibrecalibre /k�lbə/ noun 1. the measure-
ment across the inside of a gun barrel � The
two bullets come from same calibre guns.
2. a quality or ability which something or
someone has, particularly when it is of a
high standard � It’s work which he thinks is
beneath a person of his calibre. (NOTE: [all
senses] The US spelling is caliber.)
call

� call /kɔ
l/ verb (calls, calling, called) 1.
to say something loudly to someone who is
some distance away � Call the children
when it’s time for tea. 2. to telephone
someone � If he comes back, tell him I’ll
call him when I’m in the office. � Mr Smith
is out – shall I ask him to call you back? �

Call the police – the shop has been bur-
gled! � Can you call me a cab, please? 3.
to wake someone � Call me at 7 o’clock. 4.
to give someone or something a name �
They’re going to call the baby Sam. � His
name is John but everyone calls him Jack.
� What do you call this computer pro-
gramme? 5. to be called to have as a name
� Our cat’s called Felix. 6. to visit some-
one or somewhere � The doctor called at
the house, but there was no one there. �
noun 1. a telephone conversation, or an at-
tempt to get in touch with someone by tel-
ephone [~for] � Were there any calls for me
while I was out? � to make a call to make
contact with and speak to someone on the
telephone � She wants to make a (phone)
call to Australia. � to take a call to answer
the telephone 2. a telephone call or short
conversation to wake someone � He asked
for an early morning call. � I want a call
at 7 o’clock I want someone to wake me at
7 o’clock 3. a visit to someone’s home or
place of work [~on] � The doctor made
three calls on patients this morning. � to
make a call to visit someone or some-
where, especially on business � on call
available for duty

call for phrasal verb to need a particular
skill or ability � Rescuing people with a
helicopter calls for particular flying
skills.
call in phrasal verb 1. to ask someone to
come and give advice or help 2. to tele-
phone a place of work in order to collect
or leave a message 3. to ask for a sum of
money to be paid back 4. to arrange for or
request that something be returned, e.g.
goods that are not suitable for sale 5. to
make a short visit to someone, especially
without making an arrangement first
call off phrasal verb to decide not to do
something which had been planned
call on phrasal verb 1. to visit someone �
She called on her mother to see how she
was. 2. to ask someone to do something �
The police have called on everyone to
watch out for the escaped prisoner.
call out phrasal verb 1. to ask a person or
an organisation to give help 2. to tell
workers to stop work to show they have
an official disagreement with the man-
agement of the business 3. to challenge
somebody to a duel or fight 4. to ask
somebody, e.g. a doctor or someone
whose job is to repair things, to come to
your house and deal with an emergency
call round phrasal verb same as call verb
6 � The whole family called round to see
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if she was better.
call up phrasal verb to tell someone to
join the army, navy or air force � Thou-
sands of men were called up at the begin-
ning of the war.

callbox

� callbox /kɔ
lbɒks/ noun a public tele-
phone box � I’m phoning from the callbox
outside the station.
call centre

call centre /kɔ
l �sentə/ noun a business
that deals with all the telephone calls that
people make to a large organisation, e.g. a
bank
callercaller /kɔ
lə/ noun 1. a person who
comes to visit � She can’t see any callers
today. 2. a person who telephones � I
picked up the phone and the caller asked
for my father.
calligraphycalligraphy /kə|l(rəfi/ noun the art of
beautiful handwriting, using a special pen
calling

calling /kɔ
lŋ/ noun a job which some-
one does because they have a strong feel-
ing that they should do it, especially be-
cause it will help other people
callouscallous /k�ləs/ adj hard, unfeeling
call-up

call-up /kɔ
l ��p/ noun an order to join
the army
call waiting

call waiting /�kɔ
l wetŋ/ noun a serv-
ice offered by a telephone company that al-
lows somebody to answer an additional
call from someone without losing their
connection to the current call
calm

� calm /kɑ
m/ adj 1. not anxious or excit-
ed � The sea was perfectly calm and no one
was seasick. � Keep calm, everything will
be all right. 2. not violent or rough � The
sea was perfectly calm and no one was sea-
sick. � noun a period of quiet � The calm of
the Sunday afternoon was broken by the
sound of jazz from the house next door. �
verb (calms, calming, calmed) also calm
down to make someone or a situation more
peaceful, or to become more peaceful �
She stroked his hand to try to calm him
(down). � After shouting for some minutes
he finally calmed down.

calm down phrasal verb 1. to become
quieter and less annoyed � After shouting
for some minutes he finally calmed down.
2. to make someone quieter � She stroked
his hand to try to calm him down.

calmlycalmly /kɑ
mli/ adv in a way that is not
anxious or excited
caloriecalorie /k�ləri/ noun a unit of measure-
ment of energy in food � She’s counting
calories to try to lose weight. � There are
250 calories in a pint of beer.

calorificcalorific /�k�lə |rfk/ adj containing
many calories, and so likely to make you
fat
camcordercamcorder /k�mkɔ
də/ noun a small
portable camera for taking video pictures
with sound
came

� came /kem/ past tense of come
camelcamel /k�m(ə)l/ noun a desert animal
with long legs and one or two large round
raised parts on its back
cameocameo /k�miəυ/ noun 1. a small stone
with a design of a head which stands out
against a darker background � For her
birthday, she was given a pair of cameo
earrings and a matching brooch. 2. a small
but important part in a play or film � The
film is worth seeing if only for the cameo
role played by Gielgud.
camera

� camera /k�m(ə)rə/ noun a piece of
equipment for taking photographs � He
took a picture of the garden with his new
camera. � They went on holiday and forgot
to take their camera. � Did you remember
to put a film in your camera?
cameramancameraman /k�m(ə)rəm�n/ (plural
cameramen) noun the main film camera
operator who is in charge of the lighting
and filming of a shot
camouflagecamouflage /k�məflɑ
�/ noun a meth-
od of using coloured shapes or things such
as branches or grass to hide something �

We used camouflage to hide the guns.
camp

� camp /k�mp/ noun a place where peo-
ple live in tents or small buildings in the
open air � We set up camp halfway up the
mountain. � verb (camps, camping,
camped) 1. to spend a period of time in a
tent � They had camped by the side of the
lake. 2. to go camping to spend a holiday
in a tent � We go camping in Sweden every
summer.
campaign

� campaign /k�m |pen/ noun 1. an or-
ganised attempt to achieve something
[~for/against] � a publicity campaign � an
advertising campaign � a campaign
against the new motorway 2. an organised
military attack [~against] � Napoleon’s
campaign against the Russians � verb
(campaigns, campaigning, campaigned)
to work in an organised way to achieve
something [~for/against] � The group has
been campaigning for a ban on land mines.
� They campaign against nuclear reactors.
campercamper /k�mpə/ noun a person who
goes camping
camping

� camping /k�mpŋ/ noun the activity
of going on holiday with a tent or caravan
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campsitecampsite /k�mpsat/ noun an area for
camping, often including buildings with
toilets and showers
campuscampus /k�mpəs/ noun land on which
a university or college is built, and the
buildings on it
can

� can /k�n/ modal verb 1. to be able to do
something � He can swim well but he can’t
ride a bike. � She can’t run as fast as I can.
� Can you remember what the doctor told
us to do? � I can’t bear to watch any long-
er. 2. to be allowed to do something � Chil-
dren under 18 can’t drive cars. � He says
we can go in. � The policeman says we
can’t park here. 3. to ask politely � Can we
come in, please? � Can you shut the door,
please? (NOTE: The negative is cannot or,
especially in speaking, can’t. The past
tense is could. Can and could are usually
used with other verbs, and are not followed
by to.) � noun a metal container for food or
drink � She opened a can of beans. � verb
(cans, canning, canned) to put food in
cans
canalcanal /kə|n�l/ noun an artificial river
made between rivers or lakes or from the
sea, originally for moving cargo � You can
take a boat trip round the canals of Amster-
dam.
canarycanary /kə|neəri/ (plural canaries) noun
a small yellow singing bird
cancel

� cancel /k�nsəl/ (cancels, cancel-
ling, cancelled) verb to stop something
which has been planned � The singer was
ill, so the show had to be cancelled. �

There is no refund if you cancel less than
three weeks before the date of departure.
cancellationcancellation /�k�nsə |leʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
the act of cancelling something � The event
is subject to cancellation if the weather is
bad. 2. a seat, ticket or appointment which
is available again because the person who
bought it cannot use it � If we have a can-
cellation for next week I’ll call and let you
know.
cancer

� cancer /k�nsə/ noun a serious dis-
ease affecting different parts of the body in
which cells grow in a way which is not usu-
al
CancerCancer /k�nsə/ noun one of the signs of
the Zodiac, shaped like a crab, covering the
period 22nd June to 22nd July
candidcandid /k�ndd/ adj (of a person) direct
or open, saying exactly what you think or
feel
candidacycandidacy /k�nddəsi/ noun the state
of being a candidate

candidate

� candidate /k�nddet/ noun 1. a per-
son who applies for a job [~for] � We inter-
viewed six candidates for the post of assist-
ant manager. 2. a person who has entered
for an examination � Candidates are given
three hours to complete the exam. 3. a per-
son who is taking part in an election or
competing for a prize � She accompanied
the candidate round the constituency. 4.
someone or something that is likely to be
chosen for or be something [~for] � a city
that is a candidate for the next Olympics
candidaturecandidature /k�nddətʃə/ noun the act
of standing as a candidate
candle

� candle /k�nd(ə)l/ noun a stick of wax
with a string in the centre, which you burn
to give light
candlelightcandlelight /k�nd(ə)l |�lat/ noun the
light given by candles
candlestickcandlestick /k�nd(ə)l |�stk/ noun a
holder for a candle
can-docan-do /k�n du
/ adj keen to take on a
job or challenge and confident of success
candourcandour /k�ndə/ noun the personal
quality of being open and honest in your
behaviour towards other people (NOTE: The
US spelling is candor.)
candy

� candy /k�ndi/ (plural candies) noun
1. US a sweet food made with sugar � Eat-
ing candy is bad for your teeth. (NOTE: no
plural in this sense) 2. one piece of this food
� She bought a box of candies.
candyflosscandyfloss /k�ndiflɒs/ noun thin piec-
es of cooked sugar which are spun in a
drum and sold as a mass attached to a stick
canecane /ken/ noun 1. a strong stem of a
plant, especially of tall thin plants like
bamboo � a field of sugar cane 2. a walk-
ing stick cut from the stem of some types
of plant � She was leaning heavily on a
cane as she walked up the path.
caninecanine /kenan/ adj referring to dogs �
Dogs should be vaccinated against various
canine illnesses.
canistercanister /k�nstə/ noun a round metal
container for gas, etc.
cannabiscannabis /k�nəbs/ noun a drug that is
usually smoked for pleasure � In some
countries, the sale of cannabis has been le-
galised.
cannedcanned /k�nd/ adj preserved in a tin or
can
cannibalcannibal /k�nb(ə)l/ noun a person who
eats people
cannoncannon /k�nən/ noun a large gun � The
sailors hauled a huge cannon across the
ship’s deck.
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cannot

� cannot /k�nɒt/ verb the negative of
can
canoe

� canoe /kə |nu
/ noun a boat with two
pointed ends, which is moved forwards by
one or more people using long pieces of
wood � She paddled her canoe across the
lake. � verb (canoes, canoeing, canoed)
to travel in a canoe � They canoed down the
river.
can opener

� can opener /k�n �əυp(ə)nə/ noun a
tool for opening cans
canopycanopy /k�nəpi/ noun 1. a cloth cover
or light roof over a small area such as a
door, window or bed � The porch is cov-
ered with a glass canopy. � The Queen’s
bedroom is furnished with a 17th-century
canopy bed. 2. the top parts of a group of
trees when considered as a single mass �
The trees join to form a canopy over the
terrace of the restaurant.
can’t

� can’t /kɑ
nt/ contr cannot
cantaloupecantaloupe /k�ntəlu
p/, cantaloup
noun a type of melon with pink flesh
canteen

� canteen /k�n|ti
n/ noun a self-service
restaurant for the people who work in a
building such as an office block or factory
� The food in the office canteen is awful, I
prefer to bring my own sandwiches.
cantercanter /k�ntə/ noun the movement of a
horse when it runs fairly fast � The horses
were going through the park at a canter. �

verb (canters, cantering, cantered) to
move at a canter � My horse doesn’t like
cantering, it prefers to gallop.
canvascanvas /k�nvəs/ noun a thick cloth for
making things such as tents, sails or shoes
� He was wearing a pair of old canvas
shoes.
canvass

canvass /k�nvəs/ (canvasses, can-
vassing, canvassed) verb to visit people
to ask them to buy goods or to vote or to
say what they think (NOTE: Do not confuse
with canvas.)
canyoncanyon /k�njən/, cañon noun a deep
valley with steep sides usually in North
America
cap

� cap /k�p/ noun 1. a flat hat with a flat
hard piece in front � a baseball cap � an of-
ficer’s cap with a gold badge 2. a lid which
covers something � a red pen with a black
cap � Screw the cap back on the medicine
bottle.
capability

� capability /�kepə|blti/ (plural capa-
bilities) noun the practical ability to do
something � We have the capability to pro-
duce a better machine than this.

capable

� capable /kepəb(ə)l/ adj able to work
well and to deal with problems � She’s an
extremely capable secretary. � capable of
(doing) something able to do something �
He isn’t capable of running the conference
without help.
capacity

� capacity /kə|p�sti/ noun 1. an
amount which something can hold � This
barrel has a larger capacity than that one.
� The cinema was filled to capacity. 2. the
amount of something that a machine or
person can produce � to work at full ca-
pacity to do as much work as possible 3.
the mental or physical ability to do some-
thing easily [~for] � a capacity for hard
work 4. the situation that someone is in or
the job they have [~as] � acting in his ca-
pacity as manager acting as a manager �
speaking in an official capacity speaking
officially
capecape /kep/ noun 1. a long loose piece of
clothing like a coat but without sleeves �

She wrapped her cape more tightly around
her. 2. a piece of high land which sticks out
into the sea � We rounded the cape on June
21st at 8 a.m.
capillarycapillary /kə |pləri/ (plural capillaries)
noun one of the very small tubes in the
body which carry blood and other sub-
stances around the body
capital

� capital /k�pt(ə)l/ noun 1. the main
city of a country, usually where the govern-
ment is � The capital is in the eastern part
of the country. � Madrid is the capital of
Spain. 2. money which is invested � a com-
pany with £10,000 capital or with a capital
of £10,000. 3. also capital letter a letter
written as A, B, C, D, etc., rather than a, b,
c, d, etc.
capitalisecapitalise /k�pt(ə)laz/ (capitalises,
capitalising, capitalised), capitalize (cap-
italizes, capitalizing, capitalized) verb
capitalismcapitalism /k�pt(ə)lz(ə)m/ noun an
economic system in which industries and
businesses are owned by people or compa-
nies and not by the state
capitalistcapitalist /k�pt(ə)lst/ noun 1. a per-
son who supports the theory of capitalism
� Capitalists are in favour of free enter-
prise. 2. a businessman who invests money
in a business � He’s a young capitalist who
is only twenty-one, but on the way to be-
coming a millionaire.

capitalise on phrasal verb to take advan-
tage of something

capital punishmentcapital punishment /�k�pt(ə)l
p�nʃmənt/ noun the act of killing some-
one as a punishment for a crime
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Capitol HillCapitol Hill /�k�pt(ə)l hl/ noun the
hill on which the Capitol stands, used to
mean the US Legislature (informal )
capitulatecapitulate /kə |ptjυlet/ (capitulates,
capitulating, capitulated) verb to say that
you have lost in a situation such as a com-
petition or a war (NOTE: + capitulation n)
cappuccinocappuccino /�k�pυ|tʃi
nəυ/ noun an
Italian coffee, with hot whipped milk and
chocolate on top
capriciouscapricious /kə |prʃəs/ adj not fixed or
certain, likely to change
CapricornCapricorn /k�prkɔ
n/ noun one of the
signs of the Zodiac, shaped like a goat,
covering the period 22nd December to
19th January
capsizecapsize /k�p |saz/ (capsizes, capsiz-
ing, capsized) verb (of boats) to overturn
captain

� captain /k�ptn/ noun 1. a person in
charge of a team � the England captain �

The two captains shook hands at the begin-
ning of the match. 2. a person in charge of
a ship or aircraft � The captain greeted us
as we came on board. � Captain Smith is
flying the plane. 3. a rank in the army
above a lieutenant and below a major � A
lieutenant has to report to his captain.
(NOTE: When used as a title before a sur-
name, it is spelt with a capital letter and is of-
ten written as Capt.) � verb (captains, cap-
taining, captained) to be the captain of a
team � He has captained England three
times.
captaincycaptaincy /k�ptnsi/ noun 1. the posi-
tion of being captain of a sports team � Be-
cause of the scandal, I don’t think he will
get the England captaincy. 2. the rank of
captain in the army or navy � Although he
had twenty years of service, he never got
his captaincy.
captioncaption /k�pʃən/ noun a phrase printed
under a picture
captivatecaptivate /k�ptvet/ (captivates, cap-
tivating, captivated) verb to attract some-
one’s interest and attention
captivatingcaptivating /k�ptvetŋ/ adj attract-
ing and holding somebody’s attention
captivecaptive /k�ptv/ noun a prisoner � The
two captives were kept in total darkness for
hours.
captive audiencecaptive audience /�k�ptv ɔ
diəns/
noun a group of people who have to listen
to what someone is saying because they
cannot leave
captivitycaptivity /k�p |tvti/ noun the situation
of being kept in a place and not allowed to
leave

captorcaptor /k�ptə/ noun a person who cap-
tures someone
capture

� capture /k�ptʃə/ (captures, captur-
ing, captured) verb 1. to take someone as a
prisoner � Four soldiers were captured in
the attack. 2. to take something by force,
especially in war � They captured the ene-
my capital very quickly.
car

� car /kɑ
/ noun 1. a small private motor
vehicle for carrying people � She’s bought
a new car. � He drove his car into the ga-
rage. � He goes to his office every morning
by car. 2. US a carriage of a railway train �
Is there a restaurant car on the train?
carafecarafe /kə |r�f/ noun a glass container for
serving wine or water
caramelcaramel /k�rəməl/ noun 1. a sweet
made with sugar and butter � I’m a dentist,
and I don’t like seeing children eating car-
amel. 2. burnt sugar � You can make cara-
mel by heating sugar until it melts and
burns.
caratcarat /k�rət/ noun 1. a measure of the
quality of gold. Pure gold is 24 carats. � a
22-carat gold ring 2. a measure of the
weight of precious stones � a 5-carat dia-
mond
caravancaravan /k�rəv�n/ noun a vehicle
which you can live in, especially on holi-
day, and which, if small enough, can be at-
tached to a car and pulled along � We got
stuck behind a caravan on a narrow moun-
tain road. � We rent a caravan in a caravan
park.
carbohydrate

� carbohydrate /�kɑ
bəυ |hadret/
noun a chemical substance containing car-
bon, hydrogen and oxygen, found in partic-
ular in sugar, potatoes and bread; it pro-
vides the body with energy
carboncarbon /kɑ
bən/ noun a substance found
in charcoal, soot or diamonds
carbonatedcarbonated /kɑ
bənetd/ adv (of a
drink) containing small bubbles of air
carbon copycarbon copy /�kɑ
bən kɒpi/ noun
someone or something that is very similar
to another person or thing
car boot salecar boot sale /kɑ
 bu
t sel/ noun an
event organised in a large car park or sports
field, where people bring things to sell in
their cars
carburettorcarburettor /kɑ
bə|retə/ noun a part in a
car engine which mixes fuel with air before
it is put into the engine (NOTE: The US spell-
ing is carburetor.)
carcasscarcass /kɑ
kəs/, carcase noun the
body of a dead animal, especially one
ready for the butcher
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carcinogencarcinogen /kɑ
|snəd�ən/ noun a sub-
stance which produces cancer
carcinogeniccarcinogenic /�kɑ
snə |d�enk/ adj
which produces cancer
card

� card /kɑ
d/ noun 1. a flat piece of stiff
paper with a picture on one side, which you
can send with a message � They sent us a
card from Italy. � How much does it cost to
send a card to Australia? � postcard 2. a
piece of stiff paper, folded so that a mes-
sage can be written inside � She sent me a
lovely card on my birthday. 3. a piece of
stiff paper with a picture or pattern on it,
used to play games 4. a piece of stiff paper
with your name and address printed on it �
He gave me his business card. � I’ve lost
my membership card. 5. a piece of stiff
plastic used for payment � Do you want to
pay cash or with a card? � plural noun
cards the entertainment of playing games
with a special set of cards with numbers or
patterns on them � a game of cards a peri-
od of playing with a special set of cards �

on the cards fairly likely to happen
cardboardcardboard /kɑ
dbɔ
d/ noun thick card,
often used for making boxes (NOTE: no plu-
ral: some cardboard; a piece of cardboard)
cardiaccardiac /kɑ
di�k/ adj referring to the
heart
cardiac arrestcardiac arrest /�kɑ
di�k ə|rest/ noun a
serious medical condition in which the
heart muscle stops working
cardigancardigan /kɑ
d(ən/ noun a woollen
jacket which buttons at the front
cardinalcardinal /kɑ
dn(ə)l/ noun 1. one of the
most important priests in the Catholic
Church, after the Pope � The cardinals
meet in Rome to elect the Pope. � Cardinal
Lamont has written an article in today’s
paper. (NOTE: also used as a title before a
surname: Cardinal Wolsey) 2. a bright red
bird, which comes from the southern Unit-
ed States
care

� care /keə/ noun 1. serious and careful
attention � He handled the glass with great
care. � to take care to be very careful �

Take care when you cross the road. � He
took great care with the box of glasses. �

Take care not to be late. 2. looking after
someone � the care of the elderly � to take
care of someone to look after someone �

Will you take care of the children for the
weekend for me? � verb (cares, caring,
cared) to be interested in something you
think is important [~about/~what/why etc] �
She cares a lot about environmental issues.
� I don’t care if my car gets dirty. � he
couldn’t care less used to show that some-

one does not worry at all about something
� Paul couldn’t care less about what we
think – he’s got his own plans.

care for� phrasal verb 1. to like someone
or something � I don’t care for this music
very much. � I met her once, but I didn’t
much care for her. � Would you care for
another cup of coffee? 2. to look after
people � Nurses cared for the injured
people after the accident. � People who
have to care for their elderly relatives
need extra help.

career

� career /kə |rə/ noun the work someone
does throughout their life [~as/~in] � She is
starting her career as a librarian. � He
gave up a career in medicine and bought a
farm.
carefreecarefree /keəfri
/ adj without any wor-
ries
careful

� careful /keəf(ə)l/ adj 1. showing at-
tention to details � We are always very
careful to include the most recent informa-
tion. � The project needs very careful plan-
ning. 2. taking care not to make mistakes or
cause harm � Be careful not to make any
noise – the baby is asleep. � She is very
careful about what she eats.
carefully

� carefully /keəf(ə)li/ adv with great
care or thought � The holiday had been
carefully planned or planned carefully.
careless

� careless /keələs/ adj without any
care or thought � He is careless about his
work. � He made several careless mistakes
when he took his driving test.
carelesslycarelessly /keələsli/ adv without taking
care or thinking carefully
carelessnesscarelessness /keələsnəs/ noun the
fact of being careless or not thinking care-
fully
carercarer /keərə/ noun someone who looks
after an old or sick person, or children
caresscaress /kə|res/ (caresses, caressing,
caressed) verb to touch gently � She gen-
tly caressed the baby’s head. (NOTE: + ca-
ress n)
caretakercaretaker /keətekə/ noun a person
who looks after a building
cargocargo /kɑ
(əυ/ noun goods carried on a
ship or a plane
caricaturecaricature /k�rkətjυə/ noun a funny
drawing or description which exaggerates
a person’s appearance � He drew a carica-
ture of the Prime Minister. � Her descrip-
tion of the office is nothing less than a car-
icature of the system. (NOTE: + caricature v)
caring

� caring /keərŋ/ adj kind and helpful �
a very caring person
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carjackingcarjacking /kɑ
d��kŋ/ noun the crime
of attacking the driver of a car and stealing
the car
carnagecarnage /kɑ
nd�/ noun a situation in
which many people are killed
carnalcarnal /kɑ
n(ə)l/ adj referring to the
body (formal )
carnationcarnation /kɑ
|neʃ(ə)n/ noun a red,
pink or white flower with a strong pleasant
smell
carnivalcarnival /kɑ
nv(ə)l/ noun a festival, of-
ten with music, dancing and eating in the
open air
carnivorecarnivore /kɑ
nvɔ
/ noun an animal
which eats meat
carnivorouscarnivorous /kɑ
|nv(ə)rəs/ adj meat-
eating
carolcarol /k�rəl/ noun a traditional song, es-
pecially one sung at Christmas
carouselcarousel /�k�rə |sel/ noun 1. a circular
machine from which passengers collect
their bags at an airport � Baggage from
flight AC1 is on carousel number three. 2.
US a roundabout (NOTE: The British term is
merry-go-round.)
car park

� car park /kɑ
 pɑ
k/ noun a public
place where you can leave a car when you
are not using it
carpentrycarpentry /kɑ
pntri/ noun the art of
working with wood
carpet

� carpet /kɑ
pt/ noun thick material
for covering floors � He spilt his coffee on
our new white dining-room carpet.
carpet-bombcarpet-bomb /kɑ
pt bɒm/ (carpet-
bombs, carpet-bombing, carpet-
bombed) verb to destroy an area by drop-
ping very many bombs on it
carriage

� carriage /k�rd�/ noun 1. one of the
vehicles that are joined together to make a
train � Where’s the first-class carriage on
this train? 2. a vehicle, especially an old-
fashioned one, that is pulled by a horse 3.
the cost of carrying goods, or the action of
carrying goods � Carriage is 15% of the
total cost. � How much do they charge for
carriage?
carriagewaycarriageway /k�rd�we/ noun the sur-
face of the road on which traffic moves
carriedcarried /k�rd/ past tense and past parti-
ciple of carry
carriercarrier /k�riə/ noun 1. a vehicle that
takes people or things from one place to
another, or a company with such vehicles
2. a person who carries the germ of a dis-
ease without showing any signs of it, and
who can infect others with it � a hepatitis

carrier � Hepatitis A is transmitted by a
carrier through food or drink.
carrier bagcarrier bag /k�riə b�(/ noun a large
paper or plastic bag with handles, for car-
rying shopping, often given by a shop, with
the shop’s name on it
carriescarries /k�riz/ 3rd person singular
present of carry
carrotcarrot /k�rət/ noun 1. a vegetable with a
long orange root 2. something good that
persuades you to do something (informal) �
He was offered the carrot of a big pay rise
to take on the new project.
carry

� carry /k�ri/ (carries, carrying, car-
ried) verb 1. to take something and move it
to another place � There was no lift, so they
had to carry the beds up the stairs. � The
plane was carrying 120 passengers. � That
suitcase is too heavy for me to carry. 2. (of
sound) to be heard at a distance � The
sound of the bells carries for miles. � to
get carried away to become emotional or
excited

carry forward phrasal verb (in bookkeep-
ing) to take an amount or total on to the
next page or column
carry on phrasal verb 1. to continue do-
ing something � When the teacher came
in, the students all carried on talking. �

They carried on with their work right
through the lunch hour. 2. to be very an-
gry � He carried on like anything when
he saw his car had been towed away.
carry out phrasal verb to do something,
especially something that has been
planned � Doctors carried out tests on
the patients. � The police are carrying
out a search for the missing man.

carte blanchecarte blanche /�kɑ
t blɑ
ntʃ/ noun
permission given to someone to do whatev-
er he or she wants � We gave the architect
carte blanche to design the bridge. � He
has carte blanche to act on behalf of the
government.
cartelcartel /kɑ
 |tel/ noun a group of compa-
nies which try to fix the price of something
cartilagecartilage /kɑ
tld�/ noun the thick sub-
stance which lines the joints in your body
or which forms part of the structure of an
organ
cartoncarton /kɑ
t(ə)n/ noun a container made
of cardboard
cartoon

� cartoon /kɑ
 |tu
n/ noun 1. a film
made of moving drawings � I like watching
Tom and Jerry cartoons. 2. a funny, often
political, drawing in a newspaper � He
draws a cartoon for the ‘Evening Stand-
ard’.
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cartridgecartridge /kɑ
trd�/ noun a container
for something that fits into a piece of
equipment to be used � an ink cartridge �
an explosive cartridge
carvecarve /kɑ
v/ (carves, carving, carved)
verb 1. to cut up a large piece of meat at a
meal � Who’s going to carve? � Father sat
at the end of the table, carving a chicken. 2.
to make a shape by cutting stone or wood �
He carved a bird out of wood. � Chips of
stone flew all over the studio as he was
carving the statue.
carvingcarving /kɑ
vŋ/ noun 1. the act of cut-
ting up cooked meat 2. the art of cutting
stone or wood into shapes � Stone carving
is an option at art school. 3. an object
which has been made by carving � He gave
me a wood carving for my birthday. � The
stone carvings in the old church date from
the 15th century.
car washcar wash /kɑ
 wɒʃ/ noun a place where
cars are washed automatically
cascadecascade /k�|sked/ (cascades, cascad-
ing, cascaded) verb to fall in large quanti-
ties � pale pink roses cascading down the
brick wall (NOTE: + cascade n)
case

� case /kes/ noun 1. a box with a handle,
for carrying things such as your clothes
when travelling � She was still packing her
case when the taxi came. � The customs
made him open his case. 2. a special box
for an object � Put the gun back in its case.
� I’ve lost my red spectacle case. 3. a large
box for a set of goods to be sold � He
bought a case of wine. 4. a situation, or a
way in which something happens � It was
a case of having made a poor choice. � In
many cases, we cannot find the owner of
the goods. 5. same as court case � in case
because something might happen � It’s
still sunny, but I’ll take my umbrella just in
case. � in any case 1. whatever may hap-
pen � We could move the cabinet upstairs
or into the dining room, but in any case
we’ll need some help. 2. used to add some-
thing to a statement � in that case if that
happens or if that is the situation � There is
a strike on the underground – In that case,
you’ll have to take a bus.
case studycase study /kes �st�di/ noun the study
of a certain group or institution or person
over a long period of time
cash

� cash /k�ʃ/ noun money in coins and
notes, not in cheques � We don’t keep much
cash in the house. � I’d prefer to use up my
spare cash, rather than pay with a credit
card.

cash in phrasal verb to make money from

something � The company cashed in on
the huge interest in computer games.

cashbackcashback /k�ʃb�k/ noun money from
your bank account which you can get from
a shop when you use your bank card to pay
for goods
cash cardcash card /k�ʃ kɑ
d/ noun a plastic
card used to obtain money from a cash dis-
penser
cash desk

� cash desk /k�ʃ desk/ noun a place
in a store where you pay for the goods you
are buying
cash dispensercash dispenser /k�ʃ d |�spensə/ noun
a machine which gives out money when a
special card is put in and instructions given
cashewcashew /k�ʃu
/ noun a type of nut
which you can eat
cash flow

� cash flow /k�ʃ fləυ/ noun the rate at
which money comes into and is paid out of
a business
cashiercashier /k� |ʃə/ noun a person who deals
with money, e.g. in a bank or supermarket
� Ask the cashier if she can give you
change. � Please pay the cashier.
cash machinecash machine /k�ʃ mə |�ʃi
n/ noun
same as cash dispenser
cashmerecashmere /k�ʃmə/ noun a soft wool
that comes from goats � Cashmere is soft,
light and very warm.
cashpointcashpoint /k�ʃ|�pɔnt/ noun a place
where there are cash dispensers (NOTE: The
US term is automated teller machine or
ATM.)
cash registercash register /k�ʃ �red�stə/ noun a
machine which shows and adds the prices
of things bought in a shop, with a drawer
for keeping the money received
casingcasing /kesŋ/ noun a hard covering
which protects something
casinocasino /kə |si
nəυ/ (plural casinos) noun
a building where you can gamble
casketcasket /kɑ
skt/ noun 1. a box for keep-
ing jewels in � The thief stole a casket from
beside her bed. 2. mainly US a long wooden
box in which a dead person is buried or cre-
mated
casserolecasserole /k�sərəυl/ noun 1. a covered
dish used for cooking food in the oven 2.
food cooked in a covered dish in the oven
� chicken casserole � casserole of lamb
cassettecassette /kə |set/ noun a plastic case
containing magnetic tape which can be
used for listening to words or music, or re-
cording sounds � Do you want it on cas-
sette or CD? � He bought a cassette of folk
songs. � We recorded the poems onto a cas-
sette.
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cassette playercassette player /kə |set �pleə/ noun a
machine which plays cassettes
cast

� cast /kɑ
st/ noun all the actors in a play
or film � The film has an all-star cast. � Af-
ter the first night the cast went out to cele-
brate in a restaurant. � verb (casts, cast-
ing, cast) to choose actors for a play or
film [~as] � In his first film, he was cast as
a soldier.

cast off phrasal verb 1. to untie the ropes
holding a boat � The boat is ready to cast
off. 2. (in knitting) to remove the stitches
from the needles so that your work is fin-
ished � The scarf is long enough, all you
have to do is to cast off.

castawaycastaway /kɑ
stəwe/ noun a person
who has been shipwrecked
castecaste /kɑ
st/ noun (in Hindu society) a
group of people who are born with the
same social status
castigatecastigate /k�st(et/ (castigates, cas-
tigating, castigated) verb to punish, to
criticise someone strongly (formal )
casting votecasting vote /�kɑ
stŋ vəυt/ noun a
vote used by the person in charge of a
meeting in a case where the numbers of
votes for and against a proposal are equal
cast ironcast iron /�kɑ
st aən/ noun iron which
is shaped in a mould, not bent, and so
breaks easily � The pipes are made from
cast iron, and are very solid. � Don’t let the
cast-iron pan soak in water as it will rust.
Compare wrought iron
castle

� castle /kɑ
s(ə)l/ noun a large building
with strong walls built in the past for pro-
tection in war � The Queen is spending the
week at Windsor Castle. � The soldiers
shut the castle gate.
castratecastrate /k� |stret/ (castrates, castrat-
ing, castrated) verb to remove the testicles
from a male animal (NOTE: + castration n)
casualcasual /k��uəl/ adj not formal
casuallycasually /k��jυəli/ adv in an informal
way � He casually mentioned that he had
got married last Saturday.
casualtycasualty /k��uəlti/ (plural casualties)
noun 1. a person injured or killed in a battle
or in an accident � Casualties were taken to
hospital by ambulance and helicopter. �
The radio reported that there had been
heavy casualties. 2. the Accident and
Emergency department in a hospital � The
accident victim was rushed into casualty.
cat

� cat /k�t/ noun an animal with soft fur
and a long tail, kept as a pet � She asked
her neighbours to feed her cat when she
went on holiday. � Don’t forget to get some

tins of cat food. � to let the cat out of the
bag to tell a secret (informal)
cataclysmcataclysm /k�təklz(ə)m/ noun a sud-
den event which causes a lot of damage or
violence
catalogue

� catalogue /k�t(ə)lɒ(/ noun a list of
things for sale or in a library or museum �
an office equipment catalogue � Look up
the title in the library catalogue. � verb to
make a list of things that exist somewhere
� She spent months cataloguing the novel-
ist’s correspondence.
catalystcatalyst /k�təlst/ noun 1. a substance
which produces or helps a chemical proc-
ess without itself changing � an enzyme
that acts as a catalyst in the digestive proc-
ess 2. anything which helps something to
take place [~for] � The publication of the re-
port acted as a catalyst for change.
catapultcatapult /k�təp�lt/ noun a weapon con-
sisting of a piece of strong material which
can stretch, attached to a stick shaped like
the letter ‘Y’, used for sending stones
through the air � He tried to kill birds with
his catapult.
cataractcataract /k�tər�kt/ noun 1. a waterfall
on a river � the cataracts on the Nile 2. a
medical condition in which the lens of the
eye gradually becomes covered with a
white layer and you lose the ability to see �
He has developed a cataract in his right
eye. � The operation to remove the cataract
went smoothly.
catastrophe

� catastrophe /kə |t�strəfi/ noun a
sudden violent or harmful event
catch

� catch /k�tʃ/ verb (catches, catching,
caught) 1. to take hold of something mov-
ing in the air � Can you catch a ball with
your left hand? � He managed to catch the
glass before it hit the floor. 2. to take hold
of something � She caught him by the
sleeve as he turned away. � As he slipped,
he caught the rail to stop himself falling. 3.
to get hold of an animal, especially in order
to kill and eat it � He sat by the river all
day but didn’t catch anything. � Our cat is
no good at catching mice – she’s too lazy.
4. to get on a vehicle such as a bus, plane or
train before it leaves � You will have to run
if you want to catch the last bus. � He
caught the 10 o’clock train to Paris. 5. to
get an illness � He caught a cold from his
colleague. 6. to find someone doing some-
thing wrong � She caught the boys stealing
in her shop. � The police caught the bur-
glar as he was climbing out of the window.
7. to hear something � I didn’t quite catch
what you said. � noun 1. the action of tak-
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ing and holding a ball as it moves through
the air � He made a marvellous catch. � I
dropped an easy catch. 2. a hidden disad-
vantage � It seems such a good deal, but
there must be a catch in it somewhere.

catch on phrasal verb 1. to understand �
She caught on very quickly. 2. to become
fashionable � I don’t see silver hair
catching on here.
catch up phrasal verb to move to the
same level as someone who is in front of
you

catch 22catch 22 /�k�tʃ �twenti tu
/ noun a cir-
cle of events which you cannot escape
from
catch-allcatch-all /k�tʃ ɔ
l/ noun something that
covers a wide range of possibilities, mean-
ings, ideas or situations
catchingcatching /k�tʃŋ/ adj (of an illness) like-
ly to spread from one person to another
catchment areacatchment area /k�tʃmənt �eəriə/
noun 1. land from which a river gets its wa-
ter 2. an area round a school from which all
students must come � We are moving to be
in the catchment area of a good school.
catch phrasecatch phrase /k�tʃ frez/ noun a pop-
ular phrase, usually connected with an en-
tertainer or advertisement
categoricallycategorically /�k�tə |(ɒrkli/ adv defi-
nitely
categorisecategorise /k�t(əraz/ (categorises,
categorising, categorised), categorize
verb to put into classes or categories
category

� category /k�t((ə)ri/ (plural catego-
ries) noun one of the groups that people,
animals or things are divided into in a for-
mal system � We grouped the books into
categories according to subject.
catering

� catering /ketərŋ/ noun the act or
practice of supplying food and drink
caterpillar

� caterpillar /k�təplə/ noun a small
long insect with many legs, which devel-
ops into a butterfly � Caterpillars have eat-
en most of the leaves on our trees.
catfishcatfish /k�tfʃ/ noun a fish with long
hairs around its mouth
catharsiscatharsis /kə|θɑ
ss/ noun a situation or
occasion in which you get rid of strong
emotional feelings, e.g. through a particu-
lar experience
cathedral

� cathedral /kə|θi
drəl/ noun the largest
and the most important church in an area
catholic

� catholic /k�θ(ə)lk/ adj having an in-
terest in or liking for many different things
� His interests have always been quite
catholic.

CatholicCatholic /k�θ(ə)lk/ noun a member of
the Roman Catholic Church
cattlecattle /k�t(ə)l/ plural noun animals such
as cows and bulls which farmers keep for
milk or meat
cattycatty /k�ti/ adj making unpleasant re-
marks about someone
catwalkcatwalk /k�twɔ
k/ noun 1. a long raised
area down which models walk to show off
clothes � The model on the catwalk gave a
twirl of her skirt. � Fashion editors stared
at the models on the catwalk. 2. an open
metal structure for people to walk on, built
along the outside of a ship or tall building
� He stepped confidently onto the catwalk.
CaucasianCaucasian /kɔ
 |keziən/ noun some-
body who has white skin or who is of Eu-
ropean origin
caught

� caught /kɔ
t/ past tense and past parti-
ciple of catch
cauldroncauldron /kɔ
ldrən/ noun a large deep
pan for cooking (NOTE: The US spelling is
caldron.)
cauliflowercauliflower /kɒliflaυə/ noun a vegeta-
ble with hard white flowers, which are eat-
en cooked
cause

� cause /kɔ
z/ noun 1. something which
makes something else happen � What is the
main cause of traffic accidents? � The po-
lice tried to find the cause of the fire. 2. an
aim, organisation or idea which people
support � She is fighting for the cause of
working mothers. � verb (causes, causing,
caused) to make something happen � The
accident caused a traffic jam on the motor-
way. � The sudden noise caused her to
drop the cup she was carrying.
causewaycauseway /kɔ
zwe/ noun a road or
path built up on a bank above wet ground
or water
cautioncaution /kɔ
ʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. care � The
steps are very slippery – please proceed
with great caution. 2. a warning not to do
something again � The magistrate let him
off with a caution. � verb (cautions, cau-
tioning, cautioned) to warn
[~that/~against] � He cautioned them that
the strategy had several risks. � The doctor
cautioned him against working too hard.
cautiouscautious /kɔ
ʃəs/ adj not willing to take
risks � She’s a very cautious driver.
cavalrycavalry /k�v(ə)lri/ noun soldiers riding
on horses
cavecave /kev/ noun a large underground
hole in rock or earth � When the tide went
out we could explore the cave.
caveatcaveat /k�vi�t/ noun a warning, espe-
cially against doing something
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cavemancaveman /kevm�n/ (plural cavemen)
noun one of the people who lived thou-
sands of years ago in caves
caverncavern /k�vən/ noun a very large cave
cavernouscavernous /k�vənəs/ adj with a very
large inside space, like a cavern
cavitycavity /k�vti/ (plural cavities) noun a
hole or space � The jewellery was discov-
ered hidden in a cavity in the wall.
CCTVCCTV /�si
 si
 ti
 vi
/ abbr closed-circuit
television
CDCD a hard, round piece of plastic which
can hold a large amount of music or com-
puter information � I don’t like his new CD
– do you? � You can get it on CD or cas-
sette.
CD burnerCD burner /�si
 di
 �b#
nə/ noun alter-
native for CD writer
CD playerCD player /�si
 di
 �pleə/ noun a ma-
chine which plays CDs
CD-ROM

� CD-ROM /�si
 di
 rɒm/ noun a small
plastic disc used as a high capacity ROM
storage device which can store 650Mb of
data. Full form compact disc read only
memory
CD-RWCD-RW /�si
 di
 ɑ
 d�b(ə)lju
/ abbr
compact disc rewritable
CD writerCD writer /�si
 di
 �ratə/ noun a piece of
equipment used to record data permanently
onto a compact disc
cease

� cease /si
s/ (ceases, ceasing,
ceased) verb to stop, or to stop doing
something (formal ) � to cease to exist to
stop being in existence � The pub on the
corner ceased to exist some time ago.
ceasefireceasefire /si
sfaə/ noun an agreement
to stop shooting in a war
ceaselessceaseless /si
sləs/ adj without stopping
cedarcedar /si
də/ noun 1. a large tree whose
leaves do not fall off in winter � There is a
large cedar in front of the house. 2. the
wood from this tree � a cedar chest � Ce-
dar wood has a pleasant smell.
cedecede /si
d/ (cedes, ceding, ceded) verb
to give up something, especially power or
land, to someone else (formal )
ceiling

� ceiling /si
lŋ/ noun the solid part of a
room that is above you � He’s so tall, he
can easily touch the ceiling. � Flies can
walk on the ceiling. � He painted the kitch-
en ceiling. � Watch out when you go into
the bedroom – it has a very low ceiling.
celebceleb /sə|leb/ noun a celebrity (informal)
celebrate

� celebrate /selbret/ (celebrates,
celebrating, celebrated) verb to have a
party, or do special things because some-
thing good has happened, or because of

something that happened at a particular
time in the past � Our team won, so we’re
all going out to celebrate. � They celebrat-
ed their wedding anniversary quietly at
home with their children.
celebratedcelebrated /selbretd/ adj very fa-
mous
celebration

� celebration /�sel |breʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
a party or festival � We had my birthday
celebration in the local pub. � After our
team won, the celebrations went on late
into the night. 2. the activity of celebrating
something � a time of celebration � in cel-
ebration of something as an act of cele-
brating something � an exhibition in cele-
bration of the opening of the new gallery
celebrity

� celebrity /s |lebrəti/ (plural celebri-
ties) noun a famous person � The theatre
was packed with celebrities from the acting
world. � We hope the new supermarket is
going to be opened by a TV celebrity.
celerycelery /seləri/ noun a plant with a white
or green stem, eaten as a vegetable or raw
in a salad
celestial bodycelestial body /sə |�lestiəl bɒdi/ noun a
star, planet, moon or other natural body in
the sky
celibatecelibate /selbət/ adj not having sex, e.g.
for religious reasons
cell

� cell /sel/ noun 1. a small room in a
building such as a prison or monastery �
He was arrested in the centre of town and
spent the night in the police cells. 2. the ba-
sic unit of a living thing � You can see the
cancer cells under a microscope. (NOTE: Do
not confuse with sell.)
cellar

� cellar /selə/ noun an underground
room, or rooms under a house (NOTE: Do
not confuse with seller.)
cellocello /tʃeləυ/ (plural cellos) noun a large
stringed musical instrument smaller than a
double bass (NOTE: + cellist n)
cellularcellular /seljυlə/ adj 1. relating to the
cells of an organism 2. relating to mobile
phones
cellular phonecellular phone /�seljυlə fəυn/ noun a
mobile phone that works from a series of
radio stations all over the country
cellulitecellulite /seljυlat/ noun deposits of fat
under the skin, especially in the thighs and
buttocks
celluloidcelluloid /seljυlɔd/ noun the thin plas-
tic film which was used in the past for mak-
ing films
Celsius

� Celsius /selsiəs/ noun a scale of tem-
perature where the freezing point of water
is 0° and the boiling point is 100° � The
temperature outside is only 6°C (say ‘six
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degrees Celsius’). � What is 75° Fahren-
heit in Celsius? (NOTE: used in many coun-
tries, but not in the USA, where the Fahren-
heit system is still preferred. It is usually writ-
ten as a C after the degree sign: 32°C (say:
‘thirty-two degrees Celsius’). It was formerly
called centigrade.)
CeltCelt /kelt/ noun one of an ancient people
who lived in parts of Western Europe, e.g.
in Scotland, Ireland, Wales and Brittany
CelticCeltic /keltk/ adj referring to ancient or
modern Celts
cementcement /s|ment/ noun grey powder used
in building, which is mixed with water and
dries hard � He was mixing cement to make
a path round the house.
cemetery

� cemetery /semət(ə)ri/ (plural ceme-
teries) noun an area of ground where the
bodies of dead people are buried
censorcensor /sensə/ (censors, censoring,
censored) verb to read books or plays, to
watch films, videos or TV programmes to
see if they are fit to be published or shown,
or to change them, or to say that they can-
not be shown or published � The film was
censored before being shown on TV. � He
was accused of censoring the article.
(NOTE: + censor n)
censorshipcensorship /sensəʃp/ noun the action
to prevent books or newspapers from being
published or remove parts of them
censurecensure /senʃə/ (censures, censuring,
censured) verb to criticise severely
(formal) � The Opposition put forward a
motion to censure the Government. � The
borough architect was censured for failing
to consult the engineers. (NOTE: + censure
n)
censuscensus /sensəs/ (plural censuses) noun
an official count of a country’s population
cent

� cent /sent/ noun US a small coin of
which there are 100 in a dollar � The stores
are only a 25-cent bus ride away. � They
sell oranges at 99 cents each. (NOTE: Do not
confuse with sent, scent. Cent is usually
written c in prices: 25c, but not when a dollar
price is mentioned: $1.25.)
centenarycentenary /sen |ti
nəri/ noun a hun-
dredth anniversary
centennialcentennial /sen|teniəl/ adj referring to a
centenary � Our college is getting ready
for the centennial celebrations next month.
centercenter /sentə/ noun, verb US spelling of
centre
centilitrecentilitre /sentli
tə/ noun a unit of vol-
ume equal to one hundredth of a litre
(NOTE: The US spelling is centiliter.)

centimetre

� centimetre /sentmi
tə/ noun a
measure of length equal to one hundredth
of a metre (NOTE: The US spelling is cen-
timeter.)
centipedecentipede /sentpi
d/ noun an insect
with a large number of legs
central

� central /sentrəl/ adj 1. in the middle
of something � The hall has one central
pillar. 2. conveniently placed for shops and
other facilities � His offices are very cen-
tral.
central governmentcentral government /�sentrəl
(�v(ə)nmənt/ noun the main government
of a country, as opposed to local govern-
ment
central heatingcentral heating /�sentrəl hi
tŋ/ noun
a system of providing heating for a whole
house from one main heater and radiators
in the various rooms
centralisecentralise /sentrəlaz/ (centralises,
centralising, centralised), centralize verb
to organise from a central point
central nervous systemcentral nervous system /�sentrəl
n#
vəs �sstəm/ noun the brain and the
spinal cord which link together all the
nerves
centre

� centre /sentə/ noun 1. the middle of
something � chocolates with coffee cream
centres � They planted a rose bush in the
centre of the lawn. � The town centre is
very old. 2. a large building containing sev-
eral different sections � an army training
centre 3. an important place for something
[~for] � the regional centre for management
training � verb (centres, centring, cen-
tred) to put something in the middle �
Make sure you centre the title on the page.
(NOTE: The US spelling is center.)

centre around, centre round, centre on,
centre upon verb to concentrate on
something or someone � Our report cen-
tres on some aspects of the sales team.

centrepiececentrepiece /sentə|�pi
s/ noun 1. the
main part of a decoration on a table � A
bowl of fruit will be fine as a centrepiece
on the dining table. 2. the main part of a
policy � The project is the centrepiece of
the government’s policy on pensions.
(NOTE: [all senses] The US spelling is
centerpiece.)
century

� century /sentʃəri/ (plural centuries)
noun one hundred years (NOTE: The number
of a century is always one more than the
date number, so the period from 1900 to
1999 is the 20th century, and the period
starting in the year 2000 is the 21st century.)
CEOCEO abbr chief executive officer
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ceramic

ceramic /sə |r�mk/ adj made from clay
which has been baked at a high tempera-
ture
ceramics

ceramics /sə |r�mks/ noun the art of
making objects such as cups or plates from
clay � She is taking a course in ceramics at
the local art college.
cereal

� cereal /səriəl/ noun 1. a food made
from wheat or similar plants and eaten for
breakfast � How much milk do you want on
your cereal? (NOTE: Do not confuse with se-
rial.) 2. a grain crop such as wheat or corn
cerebral palsy

cerebral palsy /�serəbrəl pɔ
lzi/ noun
a medical condition of the brain that makes
it difficult to control speech and move-
ments of the body
ceremonialceremonial /�ser |məυniəl/ adj refer-
ring to a ceremony � A guard of naval of-
ficers carrying their ceremonial swords. �
The ceremonial coach is used in the Lord
Mayor’s Parade. � noun a way of perform-
ing a ceremony � The ceremonial for the
burial of the dead is laid out in the prayer
book.
ceremonyceremony /serməni/ noun an impor-
tant official occasion when something spe-
cial is done in public � They held a ceremo-
ny to remember the victims of the train
crash. � to stand on ceremony to be for-
mal and not relaxed � Don’t stand on cere-
mony. � without ceremony in an informal
and often impolite way
certain

� certain /s#
t(ə)n/ adj 1. sure about
something � Are you certain that you
locked the door? � I’m not certain where
she lives. 2. definitely going to happen �
Our team is certain to win the prize. 3.
some � There are certain things I feel I
need to say to you. � Certain plants can
make you ill if you eat them. � to make cer-
tain that to do something in order that
something else will definitely happen � He
put the money in his safe to make certain
that no one could steal it.
certainly

� certainly /s#
t(ə)nli/ adv 1. (after a
question or order) of course � Can you give
me a lift to the station? – Certainly. � Tell
him to write to me immediately. – Certain-
ly, sir. � Give me a kiss. – Certainly not! 2.
definitely � She certainly impressed the
judges. � He certainly knows how to score
goals.
certainty

� certainty /s#
t(ə)nti/ (plural certain-
ties) noun 1. being certain � I can’t tell who
won with any certainty – it was a photo-fin-
ish. � There is no certainty that the weather
will stay fine for the whole of next week. 2.

a sure or certain thing � Fine weather in
November is not an absolute certainty.
certificate

� certificate /sə|tfkət/ noun an offi-
cial document which proves or shows
something � She has been awarded a cer-
tificate for swimming. � He has a certifi-
cate of aptitude in English.
certifycertify /s#
tfa/ (certifies, certifying,
certified) verb 1. to make an official state-
ment in writing � The document is certified
as a true copy. � He was certified dead on
arrival at hospital. 2. to send a patient to a
mental hospital (old) � His parents had him
certified.
cervicalcervical /s#
vk(ə)l/ adj 1. referring to
the neck � The bones in the neck are the
seven cervical vertebrae. 2. referring to the
cervix of the womb � What can be done to
prevent cervical cancer? � In your case,
you should have a cervical smear test eve-
ry year.
cervixcervix /s#
vks/ (plural cervixes or cer-
vices) noun the neck of the womb, the nar-
row lower part of the uterus leading into
the vagina � Cancer of the cervix may not
show any symptoms for a very long time.
cessationcessation /se |seʃ(ə)n/ noun the process
of stopping
CFCCFC abbr chlorofluorocarbon, a com-
pound of fluorine and chlorine � CFCs
contribute to the destruction of the ozone
layer. � When CFCs are released into the
atmosphere, they rise slowly taking about
seven years to reach the stratosphere.
chafechafe /tʃef/ (chafes, chafing, chafed)
verb to rub something and make it sore
chain

� chain /tʃen/ noun 1. a series of metal
rings joined together � She wore a gold
chain round her neck. � He stopped when
the chain came off his bike. 2. a series of
businesses such as shops, restaurants or
hotels which belong to the same company
� a chain of shoe shops � a chain of hotels
or a hotel chain � verb (chains, chaining,
chained) to attach with a chain � I chained
my bike to the lamppost.
chain reactionchain reaction /�tʃen ri|�kʃən/ noun a
series of reactions which follow on from an
event
chain storechain store /tʃen stɔ
/ noun one of a
series of shops owned by the same compa-
ny
chair

� chair /tʃeə/ noun 1. a piece of furniture
with a back, which you can sit on 2. the
person who is in charge of a meeting �

Please address all your comments to the
chair. � in the chair the position of con-
trolling what happens at a meeting � Mrs
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Smith was in the chair for our first meeting.
� to take the chair to be the person con-
trolling a meeting � Mr Jones usually takes
the chair at the monthly finance meeting. �
verb (chairs, chairing, chaired) to be the
person controlling what happens at a meet-
ing � The meeting was chaired by Mrs
Smith.
chairman

� chairman /tʃeəmən/ (plural chair-
men) noun the person who controls what
happens at a meeting � Mrs Jones was the
chairman at the meeting. (NOTE: Many peo-
ple prefer to say chair or chairperson be-
cause chairman suggests that the person is
a man.)
chairmanshipchairmanship /tʃeəmənʃp/ noun the
position of being a chairman
chairpersonchairperson /tʃeəp#
s(ə)n/ (plural
chairpersons) noun the person who con-
trols what happens at a meeting
chairwomanchairwoman /tʃeəwυmən/ (plural
chairwomen) noun a woman who controls
what happens at a meeting
chaletchalet /ʃ�le/ noun a small house, usual-
ly made of wood, often one where people
stay for a holiday
chalkchalk /tʃɔ
k/ noun 1. a type of soft white
rock 2. a stick of a hard white or coloured
substance used for writing on a board, e.g.
in a classroom � He wrote the dates on the
board in coloured chalk.

chalk up phrasal verb to achieve a score
or a victory

chalkboardchalkboard /tʃɔ
kbɔ
d/ noun a dark
board which you can write on with chalk,
especially on the wall of a classroom
chalkychalky /tʃɔ
ki/ adj like chalk in colour or
feel, or containing chalk
challenge

� challenge /tʃ�lnd�/ noun 1. a diffi-
cult test of someone’s skill or strength
[~for/~to] � It’s a difficult job, but I enjoy
the challenge. � The race will be quite a
challenge for me. � The strike is another
challenge to the authority of the govern-
ment. � to pose or present a challenge to
someone to be extremely difficult to do �

Getting the piano up the stairs will pose a
challenge to the helpers. 2. an attempt to
win a fight or competition � a challenge for
the world title 3. an action that shows there
are doubts about the truth, accuracy or le-
gality of something [~to/over] � a challenge
over her claim on the property � verb (chal-
lenges, challenging, challenged) 1. to is-
sue an invitation to a contest 2. to ask
someone to prove that they are right �
When challenged, he admitted that he had
seen her get into a car. � The committee’s

conclusions have been challenged by other
experts. � to take up the challenge 1. to
accept an invitation to take part in a contest
� Our team took up the challenge to play
another game. 2. to decide to prove that
you are right about something or able to do
something difficult � She decided to take
up the challenge of being the first woman
to complete the course.
challengedchallenged /tʃ�lnd�d/ adj 1. unable to
do a particular activity easily, especially
because of physical or mental disadvantag-
es 2. not having a particular quality (humor-
ous) � a scientifically challenged (=not ac-
curate according to science) account of the
new cancer treatment
challengingchallenging /tʃ�lnd�ŋ/ adj 1. diffi-
cult to do or achieve but giving a feeling of
satisfaction � a challenging job 2. refusing
to accept someone’s authority or the usual
way of doing something � challenging be-
haviour
chamber

� chamber /tʃembə/ noun 1. an offi-
cial room 2. an empty space inside the
heart � Blood collects inside the chambers
of the heart and is then pumped out. 3. a
space in a part of a machine, especially one
of the spaces for bullets in a gun
chambermaidchambermaid /tʃembəmed/ noun a
woman who cleans bedrooms in a hotel
chamber musicchamber music /tʃembə �mju
zk/
noun music for a few instruments which
can be played in a small room
champchamp /tʃ�mp/ noun the winner of a
competition, especially in sport (informal)
� He’s the champ!
champagnechampagne /ʃ�m|pen/ noun a spar-
kling white wine from the northeast of
France
champion

� champion /tʃ�mpiən/ noun 1. the
best one in a particular competition [~in] �
a champion swimmer � He’s the world
champion in the 100 metres. 2. a person
who strongly supports something or some-
one � a champion of free city centre trans-
port � verb (champions, championing,
championed) to support something or
someone strongly � They have been cham-
pioning or championing the cause of chil-
dren’s rights for many years.
championship

� championship /tʃ�mpiənʃp/ noun
a contest to find who is the champion � The
tennis championship was won by a boy
from Leeds.
chance

� chance /tʃɑ
ns/ noun 1. a possibility
[~(that)] � There is little chance of rain in
August. � Is there a chance that we’ll get
home before 10 p.m.? � a chance of doing
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something a possibility of doing some-
thing � Has our team any chance of win-
ning? – Yes, I think they have a good
chance. 2. an opportunity [~for] � Will there
be a chance for a serious talk with her this
week? � a or the chance to do something
an opportunity to do something � I wish I’d
had the chance to visit South Africa. 3. luck
or accident [~(that)] � The satisfactory out-
come owed more to chance than to good
planning. � It was pure chance that we met
at the station. � by chance in a way that
was not planned or expected � It was quite
by chance that we were travelling on the
same bus. � by any chance perhaps �
Have you by any chance seen my glasses?
chancellor

� chancellor /tʃɑ
ns(ə)lə/ noun 1. an
important official � He became chancellor
of the university last year. 2. (in Germany or
Austria) the head of the government, equiv-
alent to Prime Minister
Chancellor of the Exchequer

� Chancellor of the Exchequer
/�tʃɑ
nsələr əv ði
 ks |tʃekə/, Chancellor
noun the chief finance minister in the Brit-
ish government (NOTE: In most countries,
this is called the Minister of Finance; the
American equivalent is the Secretary of the
Treasury.)
chandelier

chandelier /�ʃ�ndə |lə/ noun a light fit-
ting which hangs from the ceiling, with
several branches for holding electric bulbs
change

� change /tʃend�/ verb (changes,
changing, changed) 1. to become differ-
ent, or make something different [~into] �
She’s changed so much since I last saw her
that I hardly recognised her. � He’s
changed into a successful executive since I
last saw him. � Living in the country has
changed their attitude towards towns. � to
change your mind to have a different
opinion about something � I’ve changed
my mind about taking the job. � You’ll
change your mind about the charity when
you read this article. 2. to put on different
clothes [~into/out of] � I’m just going up-
stairs to change or to get changed. � We all
changed into our sports gear. 3. to use or
have something in place of something else
[~for] � She’s recently changed her job or
changed jobs. � Can we change our room
for one with a view of the sea? 4. to give
one country’s money for another [~into/out
of] � We want to change some traveller’s
cheques. � I had to change £1,000 into dol-
lars. � noun 1. an occasion on which some-
thing is changed � There was a sudden
change of plan. � We’ve seen a lot of
changes over the years. 2. something dif-

ferent � A glass of water is a nice change
after all that coffee.We usually go on holi-
day in summer, but this year we’re taking a
winter holiday for a change. � A change of
scenery will do you good. 3. money in
coins � I need some change for the parking
meter. � Have you got change for a £5
note? 4. money which you get back when
you have given more than the correct price
� It cost £3.50, so that’s £1.50 change from
£5. � The shopkeeper gave me the wrong
change. � a change for the better an im-
provement � a change of clothes a set of
clean clothes

change down phrasal verb to move to a
lower gear when driving a car
change over phrasal verb 1. to exchange
places, positions, or roles 2. (in sports
such as football) to move to opposite ends
of a playing field, usually halfway
through a match
change up phrasal verb to move to a
higher gear when driving a car

changeoverchangeover /tʃend� |�əυvə/ noun 1. a
change from one thing to another
[~from/~to] � The changeover from the old
system to the new one takes place at mid-
night. 2. (in sports such as football ) the
movement of teams to opposite ends of a
playing field 3. the passing of a baton in a
relay race
changing roomchanging room /tʃend�ŋ ru
m/
noun a room in a public place where you
can change into or out of clothes
channel

� channel /tʃ�n(ə)l/ noun 1. a frequen-
cy band for radio or TV or a station using
this band � Shall we watch the new show
on the other channel? � We’re watching
Channel 4. 2. a way in which information
or goods are passed from one place to an-
other � The request will have to be proc-
essed through the normal channels. 3. a
narrow passage along which water can
flow 4. a piece of water connecting two
seas � the English Channel � verb (chan-
nels, channelling, channelled) to send
something in a particular direction [~into] �
They are channelling their funds into re-
search.
chantchant /tʃɑ
nt/ (chants, chanting, chant-
ed) verb to sing or shout to a regular beat �
The crowds chanted anti-government slo-
gans. (NOTE: + chant n)
chaoschaos /keɒs/ noun a state of confusion
� There was total chaos when the electric-
ity failed.
chaoticchaotic /ke |ɒtk/ adj confused, without
order
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chap

� chap /tʃ�p/ noun a man (informal ) �
He’s a really nice chap. � I bought it from
a chap at work.
chapelchapel /tʃ�p(ə)l/ noun 1. a room used as
a church, e.g. in a hospital or airport 2. a
part of a large church
chaplainchaplain /tʃ�pln/ noun a priest at-
tached to a private individual, to a prison or
to one of the armed services
chapter

� chapter /tʃ�ptə/ noun a division of a
book � The first chapter is rather slow, but
after that the story gets exciting. � Don’t
tell me how it finishes – I’m only up to
chapter three.
character

� character /k�rktə/ noun 1. the part
of a person which makes them behave dif-
ferently from all others � He has a strong,
determined character. � a strong charac-
ter a person with special qualities such as
determination or the ability to influence
others 2. a person in a play or novel � The
main character in the film is a woman with
a fascinating history. 3. a set of features
that make something different from other
similar things 4. an attractive quality � The
old house was full of character. 5. a letter
or symbol used in writing or printing � The
book is printed in Chinese characters. 6. a
person with particular qualities � He’s an
interesting character. � quite a character
or a real character an interesting and un-
usual person � My first head teacher was
quite a character.
characterisationcharacterisation /�k�rktəra |

zeʃ(ə)n/, characterization noun an indi-
cation of character
characterise

� characterise /k�rktəraz/ (charac-
terises, characterising, characterised),
characterize verb 1. to be a typical feature
of something � The northern coast is char-
acterised by tall cliffs and tiny beaches. 2.
to describe someone or something as a par-
ticular type of person or thing � He didn’t
like to be characterised as weak and ineffi-
cient.
characteristic

� characteristic /�k�rktə|rstk/ adj
typical � You can recognise her by her
characteristic way of walking. � The shape
is characteristic of this type of flower.
(NOTE: something is characteristic of some-
thing) � noun a typical feature � The two
cars have very similar characteristics.
charadecharade /ʃə |rɑ
d/ noun a situation which
has no meaning or which is simply a pre-
tence � Can you make any sense of this
charade? � Why bother with this charade
of consultation when we know that a deci-
sion has already been taken?

charcoal

charcoal /tʃɑ
kəυl/ noun a black fuel
formed from wood which has been burnt
slowly, used for barbecues and grills � We
need a bag of charcoal for the barbecue.
charge

� charge /tʃɑ
d�/ noun 1. money which
you have to pay for something [~for] �

There is no charge for delivery. � We make
a small charge for rental. 2. a statement
that someone has done something bad or
wrong [~that] � I completely reject the
charge that I had these facts before I made
the decision. 3. a claim by the police that
someone has done something wrong � He
was in prison on a charge of trying to shoot
a neighbour. 4. a sudden rush towards
someone or something, especially as part
of an attack � The police stood firm against
the charge of the crowd. 5. an electric cur-
rent � He was killed by an electric charge
from the wires. � verb (charges, charging,
charged) 1. to ask someone to pay [~for] �
The restaurant charged me £10 for two
cups of coffee. � How much did the garage
charge for mending the car? 2. (of the po-
lice) to say that someone has done some-
thing wrong [~with] � She was charged with
stealing the jewels. 3. to attack someone
while running � The police charged the ri-
oters. 4. to run quickly and without care
[~into/around etc] � The children charged
into the kitchen. 5. to give someone respon-
sibility [~with] � She was charged with the
organisation of the society’s conference. 6.
to put electricity into a battery � You can
charge your phone battery overnight. � in
charge of something in control of some-
thing � Who’s in charge here? � He is in
charge of the sales department. � to take
charge of something to start to be respon-
sible for something � She took charge of
the class while the teacher was out of the
room.
charge card

charge card /tʃɑ
d� kɑ
d/ noun a plas-
tic card which you can use to buy things
from a particular shop, and pay for them at
a later date
charisma

charisma /kə |rzmə/ noun personal ap-
peal
charitable

charitable /tʃ�rtəb(ə)l/ adj 1. refer-
ring to a charity � She was famous for her
charitable work. 2. understanding, or less
critical � Commuters ought to be more
charitable towards railway staff – they’re
only doing their best.
charity

� charity /tʃ�rti/ noun an organisation
which collects money to help the poor or to
support some cause � a medical charity
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charity shop

charity shop /tʃ�rti ʃɒp/ noun a shop
run by a charity where you can take things
such as old clothes and ornaments, which
are then sold and the money given to the
charity
charm

charm /tʃɑ
m/ noun 1. attractiveness �
the charm of the Devon countryside � She
has great personal charm. 2. an object
which is supposed to have magical powers
� She wears a lucky charm round her neck.
� verb (charms, charming, charmed) 1. to
attract someone, or to make someone
pleased � He always manages to charm
someone into helping him. � I was
charmed by the village and surrounding
area. 2. to use magic on someone or some-
thing � The fairy charmed the trees to grow
golden fruit.
charming

� charming /tʃɑ
mŋ/ adj attractive
chart

� chart /tʃɑ
t/ noun 1. a map of the sea,
a river or a lake � You will need an accurate
chart of the entrance to the river. 2. a dia-
gram showing statistics � A chart showing
the increase in cases of lung cancer. � verb
(charts, charting, charted) 1. to make a
map of the sea, a river or lake � He charted
the coast of southern Australia in the 18th
century. 2. to describe or make a diagram
of something to show information � The
book charts the rise of the new political
party.
charter

� charter /tʃɑ
tə/ noun a legal docu-
ment giving rights or privileges to a public
organisation, a group of people, or a town
� the United Nations charter � a shoppers’
charter � The university received its char-
ter in 1846. � verb (charters, chartering,
chartered) to hire an aircraft, bus or boat
for a particular trip � We chartered a boat
for a day trip to the island.
chartered accountant

chartered accountant /�tʃɑ
təd ə |

kaυntənt/ noun a qualified accountant
charter flight

charter flight /tʃɑ
tə flat/ noun a
flight in an aircraft which has been hired by
the airline for a special occasion
chase

� chase /tʃes/ verb (chases, chasing,
chased) 1. to go after someone in order to
try to catch him or her � The postman was
chased by a dog. � They chased the bur-
glars down the street. 2. to find out how
work is progressing in order to try to speed
it up � We are trying to chase the accounts
department for your cheque. � noun an oc-
casion on which you run after someone to
try to catch them � He was caught after a
three-hour chase along the motorway. � to
give chase to run after someone in order to

try to catch him or her � The robbers es-
caped and the police gave chase.

chase up phrasal verb to find out how
work is progressing in order to try to
speed it up � I’ll chase it up for you on
Monday.

chasmchasm /k�z(ə)m/ noun 1. a very big dif-
ference of opinion [~between] � How can
we bridge the chasm between the two sides
in the dispute? 2. a very big crack in the
ground � The mountaineers were forced to
turn back when they reached a chasm in the
glacier.
chassischassis /ʃ�si/ noun the metal frame-
work of a vehicle, usually including the
wheels and engine � The car’s chassis was
damaged in the accident.
chat

� chat /tʃ�t/ noun an informal, friendly
talk [~with/~about] � I’d like to have a chat
with you about your work.
chat roomchat room /tʃ�t ru
m/ noun a facility
exchanging messages by computer in real
time
chat show

� chat show /tʃ�t ʃəυ/ noun a TV
show where famous people talk to the host
chatterchatter /tʃ�tə/ (chatters, chattering,
chattered) verb 1. also chatter away or
chatter on to talk quickly and not seriously
[~about] � She was chattering about her
holiday on the phone, not realising that the
boss was standing behind her. 2. (of top and
bottom teeth) to knock together quickly
and noisily, because of cold or fear (NOTE:
+ chatter n)
chattychatty /tʃ�ti/ adj 1. liking to talk and
share information in a friendly way � She’s
a very chatty person, always stopping to
gossip with anyone she meets. 2. informal
� He has a pleasant chatty style, which
goes down well with readers of Saturday
papers.
chauffeurchauffeur /ʃəυfə/ noun a person who is
paid to drive a car for someone else � The
chauffeur brought the Rolls round to the
door.
chauvinistchauvinist /ʃəυvnst/ noun a person
who has a strong feeling of pride in his or
her native country � Chauvinists insist that
British cooking is better than French.
cheap

� cheap /tʃi
p/ adj not costing a lot of
money � If you want a cheap radio you
ought to shop around. � Why do you go by
bus? – Because it’s cheaper than the train.
� Buses are by far the cheapest way to trav-
el. � adv at a low price � I bought them
cheap in the local market.
cheaply

� cheaply /tʃi
pli/ adv 1. without
spending much money � cheaply made fur-
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niture � You can live quite cheaply if you
don’t go out to eat in restaurants. 2. at a
low price � They were selling the last few
bottles cheaply.
cheat

� cheat /tʃi
t/ verb (cheats, cheating,
cheated) to act unfairly in order to be suc-
cessful � They are sure he cheated in his
exam, but can’t find out how he did it. �
noun a person who acts unfairly in order to
win � I won’t play cards with him again,
he’s a cheat.
check

� check /tʃek/ noun 1. an examination or
test [~for/~on] � a routine check of the fire
equipment � The police are carrying out
checks for hidden passengers on all lorries
arriving at the port. 2. US (in a restaurant)
a bill � I’ll ask for the check. � verb
(checks, checking, checked) 1. to make
sure [~that/~if/whether/~with] � Will you go
and check that or if I locked the door,
please. � I’d better check with the office be-
fore I make a firm decision. 2. to examine
something to see if it is satisfactory
[~through/~for/~if/whether/~that] � You
must have your car checked regularly. �

Would you just check quickly through this
report for any obvious mistakes. � I The
children were very quiet so I went to check
that nothing or if anything was wrong. � in
check under control � We must keep our
spending in check.

check in, check into phrasal verb 1. (at a
hotel) to arrive at a hotel and sign for a
room � He checked in at 12.15. � We
checked into our hotel and then went on
a tour of the town. 2. (at an airport) to give
in your ticket to show you are ready to
take the flight � Please check in two
hours before your departure time.
check out phrasal verb 1. (at a hotel) to
leave and pay for a room � We’d better
check out before breakfast. 2. to take lug-
gage out of safe keeping � The ticket
shows that he checked out his bag at
9.15. 3. to see if something is all right � I
thought I heard a noise in the kitchen –
I’ll just go and check it out.
check up on phrasal verb to make sure
that something has been done correctly

checkedchecked /tʃekt/ adj with a pattern of
small squares
checkerscheckers /tʃekəz/ noun US a game for
two people played on a board with black
and white squares and round pieces (NOTE:
The British term is draughts.)
check-in

� check-in /tʃek n/ noun 1. also
check-in desk a place where passengers
give in their tickets and bags for a flight �

Where’s the check-in? 2. the procedure of
dealing with passengers before a flight �
Check-in starts at 4.30pm.
checklistchecklist /tʃeklst/ noun a list of things
which have to be done or dealt with before
something can be done
checkout

� checkout /tʃekaυt/ noun (in a super-
market) a cash desk in a supermarket where
you pay for the goods you have bought �

There were huge queues at the checkouts.
checkpointcheckpoint /tʃekpɔnt/ noun a place on
a road where the police or army check cars
and people passing
checkup

� checkup /tʃek �p/ noun 1. a test to
see if someone is fit � He had a heart
checkup last week. 2. a general examina-
tion of a machine � I’m taking the car to
the garage for its six-monthly checkup.
CheddarCheddar /tʃedə/ noun a smooth hard
light yellow cheese, originally from a vil-
lage of this name in the west of England
cheek

� cheek /tʃi
k/ noun 1. the part of the
face on each side of the nose and below the
eye � a baby with red cheeks 2. rudeness �
He had the cheek to ask for more money. �
I didn’t like his cheek. (NOTE: no plural in
this sense)
cheekbonecheekbone /tʃi
kbəυn/ noun a bone
just below the eye which forms the promi-
nent part of the cheek
cheekilycheekily /tʃi
kli/ adv in a rude way
cheekycheeky /tʃi
ki/ (cheekier, cheekiest) adj
rude
cheer

� cheer /tʃə/ noun a shout of praise or
encouragement � When he scored the goal
a great cheer went up.

cheer up� phrasal verb to become hap-
pier, or make someone happier � I’m sure
I’ll cheer up once the treatment is over. �
She made him a meal to try to cheer him
up. � cheer up! stop being unhappy �
Cheer up! It’ll all be over tomorrow.

cheerful

� cheerful /tʃəf(ə)l/ adj 1. happy 2.
pleasant � a cheerful smile � a bright
cheerful room
cheerleadercheerleader /tʃəli
də/ noun a person
who directs the cheering of a crowd
cheerscheers /tʃəz/ interj (when drinking) 1.
thank you! 2. good health! � They all lifted
their glasses and said ‘cheers!’.
cheese

� cheese /tʃi
z/ noun a solid food made
from milk � She ordered a cheese omelette
and chips. � At the end of the meal we’ll
have cheese and biscuits. � ‘say cheese!’
used when asking people to smile when
their photo is being taken (informal) � The
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photographer got us all in a line and then
told us to ‘say cheese!’.
cheeseburgercheeseburger /tʃi
zb#
(ə/ noun a
hamburger with melted cheese on top
cheesecakecheesecake /tʃi
zkek/ noun a tart
with a sweet pastry base and cooked cream
cheese on top, often covered with fruit
cheesycheesy /tʃi
zi/ adj cheap and without
style
cheetahcheetah /tʃi
tə/ noun an animal like a
small leopard, with black spots on pale fur,
which can run faster than any other animal
chef

� chef /ʃef/ noun a cook in a restaurant
chemical

� chemical /kemk(ə)l/ noun a sub-
stance which is formed by reactions be-
tween chemicals � rows of glass bottles
containing chemicals � Chemicals are
widely used in agriculture. � adj relating to
chemistry � If you add acid it sets off a
chemical reaction.
chemist

� chemist /kemst/ noun 1. a person
who prepares and sells medicines � Ask the
chemist to give you something for indiges-
tion. 2. a scientist who studies chemical
substances � She works as a chemist in a
nuclear laboratory.
chemistry

� chemistry /kemstri/ noun the sci-
ence of chemical substances and their reac-
tions � She’s studying chemistry at univer-
sity. � He passed his chemistry exam.
chemotherapychemotherapy /�ki
məυ|θerəpi/,
chemo noun the process of using chemical
drugs to fight a disease, especially using
toxic chemicals to destroy rapidly develop-
ing cancer cells
cheque

� cheque /tʃek/ noun a form asking a
bank to pay money from one account to an-
other [~for] � I paid for the jacket by
cheque. � He made out a cheque for £100
to Mr Smith.
chequebook

� chequebook /tʃekbυk/ noun a set of
blank cheques attached together in a cover
(NOTE: The US spelling is checkbook.)
cheque cardcheque card /tʃek kɑ
d/, cheque
guarantee card noun a plastic bank card
that guarantees that a cheque will be paid
by the bank
chequeredchequered /tʃekəd/ adj 1. laid out in a
pattern of squares 2. varied, with good and
bad parts � She had a chequered career in
the police force.
cherishcherish /tʃerʃ/ (cherishes, cherishing,
cherished) verb 1. to love � The two people
he cherished most died during the year. �
She cherished the old ring given to her by
her grandmother. 2. to cling onto a hope �
She still cherishes the hope of living in a
warmer country.

cherry

� cherry /tʃeri/ (plural cherries) noun a
small sweet red or black fruit with a single
hard seed in the middle, which grows on a
tree
cherubcherub /tʃerəb/ noun a child who looks
like an angel
chess

� chess /tʃes/ noun a game for two peo-
ple played on a board with sixteen differ-
ent-shaped pieces on each side (NOTE: no
plural)
chessmanchessman /tʃesm�n/ (plural chess-
men), chesspiece noun a piece used in the
game of chess
chest

� chest /tʃest/ noun 1. the top front part
of the body, where the heart and lungs are
� If you have pains in your chest or if you
have chest pains, you ought to see a doctor.
� The doctor listened to the patient’s chest.
� She was rushed to hospital with chest
wounds. 2. a measurement around the top
part of the body just under the arms �
What’s his chest size or measurement? �
He has a 48-inch chest. 3. a piece of furni-
ture, like a large box � He keeps his old
clothes in a chest under the bed. � to get
something off your chest to speak honest-
ly about a problem
chestnutchestnut /tʃesn�t/ noun 1. � horse
chestnut, sweet chestnut (trees) 2. the
wood from a chestnut tree � a chestnut ta-
ble 3. a red-brown colour � She has beau-
tiful long chestnut hair. 4. an old joke � His
speech was just a series of not very amus-
ing old chestnuts.
chewchew /tʃu
/ (chews, chewing, chewed)
verb to use your teeth to make something
soft, usually so that you can swallow it
[~on] � You must chew your meat well, or
you will get pains in your stomach. � The
dog was lying in front of the fire chewing
on a bone.

chew up phrasal verb to ruin something
by chewing it a lot

chewing gum

� chewing gum /tʃu
ŋ (�m/ noun a
sweet substance which you chew but do
not swallow
chewychewy /tʃu
i/ adj which must be chewed
for a long time before being swallowed
chicchic /ʃi
k/ adj elegant and fashionable �
It’s very chic these days to have an all
white sports car. � We took our visitors to a
very chic restaurant in Mayfair.
chickchick /tʃk/ noun a baby bird, especially a
baby hen
chicken

� chicken /tʃkn/ noun 1. a bird kept
for its eggs and meat � Chickens were run-
ning everywhere in the farmyard. 2. meat
from a chicken � We’re having roast chick-
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en for lunch. � Would you like another slice
of chicken? � We bought some chicken
sandwiches for lunch. (NOTE: no plural:
some chicken; a piece of chicken; a slice of
chicken)

chicken out phrasal verb to decide not to
do something because you are scared
(slang)

chickpeachickpea /tʃkpi
/ noun a round, pale
yellow seed that can be cooked and eaten
chief

� chief /tʃi
f/ adj most important � He’s
the chief planner in the local authority. �
What is the chief cause of air accidents? �
noun 1. the person in control of a group of
people or a business � He’s been made the
new chief of our department. � The fire
chief warned that the building was danger-
ous. 2. the leader of a specific group of
people who share a culture and social sys-
tem � All the chiefs came together at a
meeting.
Chief ExecutiveChief Executive /�tʃi
f (|zekjυtv/
noun the main director who runs a compa-
ny
chieflychiefly /tʃi
fli/ adv mainly � The town is
famous chiefly for its cathedral.
chieftainchieftain /tʃi
ftən/ noun the leader of a
tribe
chiffonchiffon /ʃfɒn/ noun a type of very thin
light silk material
child

� child /tʃald/ (plural children) noun 1. a
young boy or girl � There was no TV when
my mother was a child. � A group of chil-
dren were playing on the beach. 2. a son or
daughter � Whose child is that? � They
have six children – two boys and four girls.
� We have two adult children.
child abusechild abuse /tʃald ə|�bju
s/ noun bad
treatment of a child by an adult
childbirthchildbirth /tʃaldb#
θ/ noun the act of
giving birth to a child
childcarechildcare /tʃaldkeə/ noun the care of
young children
childhood

� childhood /tʃaldhυd/ noun the time
when someone is a child
childishchildish /tʃaldʃ/ adj 1. silly or foolish
2. like a child
childlikechildlike /tʃaldlak/ adj innocent like a
child
childminderchildminder /tʃaldmandə/ noun a
person who looks after children in their
own home while the parents are working
childproofchildproof /tʃaldpru
f/ adj difficult for
a child to open or operate
childrenchildren /tʃldrən/ plural of child
child supportchild support /tʃald sə |�pɔ
t/ noun a
sum of money paid by a divorced person to

maintain the normal standard of living of
his or her children
chill

� chill /tʃl/ noun 1. a short illness caus-
ing a feeling of being cold and shivering �
You’ll catch a chill if you don’t wear a coat.
2. coldness � The sun came up and soon
cleared away the morning chill. 3. an at-
mosphere of gloom � The death of the
bride’s father cast a chill over the wedding.
� verb (chills, chilling, chilled) 1. to cool 2.
also chill out to relax and be calm
(informal)

chill out phrasal verb to relax
chillichilli /tʃli/ noun a dried seed pod of a
type of pepper plant, used to make hot
sauces (NOTE: The US spelling is chili.)
chillingchilling /tʃlŋ/ adj frightening
chillychilly /tʃli/ (chillier, chilliest) adj quite
cold
chimechime /tʃam/ noun the ringing of bells �
The chimes of Big Ben start the BBC News.
� verb (chimes, chiming, chimed) (of bells,
doorbells or clocks) to ring � The church
clock has just chimed four.
chimneychimney /tʃmni/ noun a tall brick tube
for taking smoke away from a fire
chimpanzeechimpanzee /tʃmp�n|zi
/, chimp
noun a type of African ape
chin

� chin /tʃn/ noun the front part of the
bottom jaw � She suddenly stood up and
hit him on the chin.
chinachina /tʃanə/ noun things such as cups
and plates made of decorated fine white
clay (NOTE: no plural)
chinkchink /tʃŋk/ noun 1. a very small hole or
crack � Even a tiny chink in the curtains
will let light into the darkroom. 2. a little
noise of pieces of something hard hitting
each other � the chink of glasses on the
waiter’s tray
chinoschinos /tʃi
nəυz/ plural noun smart but
casual thick cotton trousers
chip

� chip /tʃp/ noun 1. a long thin piece of
potato fried in oil � He ordered chicken
and chips. � fish and chips a traditional
British food, obtained from special shops,
where portions of fish fried in batter are
sold with chips � We’re having fish and
chips for dinner. 2. US a thin slice of potato
or other food, fried till crisp and eaten cold
as a snack � a packet of potato or corn
chips 3. a small piece of something hard,
such as wood or stone � Chips of wood flew
all over the studio as he was carving the
statue. 4. a small piece of silicon able to
store data, used in a computer. Same as sil-
icon chip � verb (chips, chipping,
chipped) to break a small piece off some-
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thing hard � He banged the cup down on
the plate and chipped it. � to have a chip
on your shoulder to feel constantly an-
noyed because you feel you have lost an
advantage � He’s got a chip on his shoul-
der because his brother has a better job
than he has.

chip in phrasal verb 1. to contribute � We
all chipped in for the present. 2. to inter-
rupt � My assistant suddenly chipped in
with a comment.

chipmunkchipmunk /tʃpm�ŋk/ noun a small
North American animal, like a little striped
squirrel
chiropodistchiropodist /k |rɒpədst/ noun a person
who specialises in looking after feet
chirpchirp /tʃ#
p/ (chirps, chirping, chirped)
verb (of birds or grasshoppers) to call � The
little chicks were chirping in their box.
(NOTE: + chirp n)
chirpychirpy /tʃ#
pi/ adj bright and cheerful
(informal)
chitchatchitchat /tʃttʃ�t/ noun conversations
about things which are not important
(informal)
chivalrychivalry /ʃvəlri/ noun politeness or
courtesy
chiveschives /tʃavz/ plural noun a herb of
which the leaves are used to decorate dish-
es or in soups or salads (NOTE: chives has
no singular.)
chlorinatedchlorinated /klɔ
rnetd/ adj added to
or treated with chlorine
chlorinechlorine /klɔ
ri
n/ noun a powerful
greenish gas, used to sterilise water and to
bleach things
chocolate

� chocolate /tʃɒklət/ noun 1. a sweet
brown food made from the crushed seeds
of a tropical tree � a bar of chocolate � Her
mother made a chocolate cake. 2. a single
sweet made from chocolate � There are
only three chocolates left in the box. �
Who’s eaten the last chocolate? 3. a drink
made from chocolate powder and milk � I
always have a cup of hot chocolate before
I go to bed.
choice

� choice /tʃɔs/ noun 1. something
which is chosen [~for] � Paris was our first
choice for our holiday. 2. the act of choos-
ing something � We give students plenty of
advice on their choice of course. 3. a range
of things to choose from [~between] � The
store has a huge choice of furniture. � He
gave me a choice between full-time or
part-time work. � I hadn’t any choice, I
had no choice there was nothing else I
could do � adj (choicer, choicest) (of food)

specially selected � choice meat � choice
peaches
choirchoir /kwaə/ noun a group of people who
sing together � He sings in the church
choir.
chokechoke /tʃəυk/ (chokes, choking,
choked) verb 1. to stop breathing properly
because something such as a piece of food
is blocking the throat [~on] � Don’t talk
with your mouth full or you’ll choke. � He
choked on a piece of bread or a piece of
bread made him choke. 2. to block some-
thing such as a pipe [~with] � The canal was
choked with weeds. 3. to squeeze some-
one’s neck so that they cannot breathe � He
felt the tight collar was choking him. � to
choke someone to death to squeeze some-
one’s throat until they die 4. to find it hard
to speak because of emotion [~with] � Her
voice was choked with anger.
chokedchoked /tʃəυkt/ adj overcome by emo-
tion such as sadness or anger
choleracholera /kɒlərə/ noun a serious bacterial
disease spread through infected food or
water
cholesterol

� cholesterol /kə |lestərɒl/ noun a fatty
substance found in fats and oils, also pro-
duced by the liver and forming an essential
part of all cells. Excess amounts can cause
blocked arteries.
choose

� choose /tʃu
z/ (chooses, choosing,
chose, chosen) verb 1. to decide which of
several things you want to have [~be-
tween/~from/~out of/~which/where/whether
etc/~as] � I chose a book about sailing. � I
can’t choose between the white one or the
yellow one. � There were several good can-
didates to choose from. � The girl was cho-
sen out of the thousands of children who
applied. � Have you chosen what you want
to eat? � They chose him as team leader. �
You must give customers plenty of time to
choose. 2. to decide to do one thing when
there are several things you could do � In
the end, they chose to go to the cinema. �

choice
choosychoosy /tʃu
zi/ adj difficult to please
(informal)
chop

� chop /tʃɒp/ noun a piece of meat with
a bone attached � We had lamb chops for
dinner. � verb (chops, chopping,
chopped) to cut something roughly into
small pieces with a knife or other sharp
tool � He spent the afternoon chopping
wood for the fire. � to do one thing, then
another � He keeps chopping and changing
and can’t make his mind up.

chop down� phrasal verb to cut down a
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tree with an axe
chop off� phrasal verb to cut something
off, e.g. with an axe or knife
chop up� phrasal verb to cut something
into pieces

chopperchopper /tʃɒpə/ noun 1. an axe, espe-
cially one for cutting meat � A butcher
armed with a chopper was cutting up car-
casses. 2. a helicopter (informal) � A chop-
per landed in the middle of the motorway
to pick up the accident victims.
choppychoppy /tʃɒpi/ adj (of water) quite rough
chopstickschopsticks /tʃɒpstks/ noun a pair of
small sticks used in China, Japan, etc., to
eat food or to stir food when cooking
choralchoral /kɔ
rəl/ adj referring to a choir
chord

� chord /kɔ
d/ noun 1. several notes
played together in harmony � He sat down
at the piano and played a few chords. 2. a
line which joins two points on a curve �
Draw a chord across this circle. (NOTE: Do
not confuse with cord.)
chorechore /tʃɔ
/ noun a piece of routine work,
e.g. cleaning in a house, that you have to do
� household chores
choreographychoreography /�kɒri |ɒ(rəfi/ noun the
art of arranging the steps for a dance (NOTE:
+ choreographer n)
chorus

� chorus /kɔ
rəs/ noun 1. a part of a
song which is repeated later in the song �
I’ll sing the verses and everyone can join in
the chorus. 2. a group of people who sing
together � All the members of the chorus
were on the stage.
chosechose /tʃəυz/ past tense of choose
chosenchosen /tʃəυz(ə)n/ past participle of
choose
Christ

� Christ /krast/ noun Jesus Christ, the
person on whose life and teachings the
Christian religion is based � interj used for
showing you are annoyed (taboo) � Christ!
It’s eight o’clock already and I haven’t
started cooking dinner.
christenchristen /krs(ə)n/ (christens, chris-
tening, christened) verb 1. to give a name
to something � She was christened the
‘Iron Lady’ by the press. 2. to use some-
thing for the first time � Come and help us
christen our new set of champagne glasses.
christeningchristening /krs(ə)nŋ/ noun a cere-
mony in church where a baby is given a
name
Christian

� Christian /krstʃən/ adj relating to
the religion based on the teachings of Jesus
Christ � There are several Christian
churches in the town. � She practises all
the Christian virtues. � noun a person who

believes in the teachings of Jesus Christ
and in Christianity
ChristianityChristianity /�krsti|�nti/ noun a reli-
gion based on the doctrine preached by Je-
sus Christ and followed by Christians ever
since
Christian name

� Christian name /krstʃən nem/
noun the special name given to someone as
a child after birth or at their christening
Christmas

� Christmas /krsməs/, Christmas
Day noun a Christian festival on December
25th, celebrated as the birthday of Jesus
Christ, when presents are given � Have you
opened your Christmas presents yet?
Christmas cardChristmas card /krsməs kɑ
d/ noun
a card which is sent to someone at Christ-
mas
Christmas carolChristmas carol /�krsməs k�rəl/
noun a special song sung at Christmas
Christmas DayChristmas Day /�krsməs de/ noun
December 25th, the day on which Christ-
mas is celebrated
Christmas Eve

� Christmas Eve /�krsməs i
v/ noun
the evening of December 24th � a Christ-
mas Eve party
Christmas treeChristmas tree /krsməs tri
/ noun a
fir tree which is brought into the house at
Christmas and decorated with coloured
lights and ornaments
chromechrome /krəυm/ noun an alloy of chro-
mium and other metals, used to give a
shiny silver surface � a 1960s chair with
chrome legs and a plastic seat
chromosomechromosome /krəυməsəυm/ noun a
rod-shaped structure in the nucleus of a
cell, formed of DNA, which carries the
genes
chronicchronic /krɒnk/ adj 1. (of illness or pain)
serious and continuing for a long time �
She has chronic bronchitis. � Chronic asth-
ma sufferers need to use special drugs.
Compare acute 2. referring to someone
who does a particular activity, especially a
harmful one, often � a chronic smoker 3.
very bad (informal) � We have a chronic
shortage of skilled staff.
chroniclechronicle /krɒnk(ə)l/ noun a record of
things which take place � He wrote a
chronicle of the war. (NOTE: + chronicle v)
chrysanthemumchrysanthemum /kr|s�nθməm/
noun a type of autumn flower with many
small petals
chubbychubby /tʃ�bi/ (chubbier, chubbiest)
adj pleasantly fat
chuck

� chuck /tʃ�k/ (chucks, chucking,
chucked) verb to throw (informal ) � Chuck
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me that newspaper, can you? � She
chucked the book out of the window.
chucklechuckle /tʃ�k(ə)l/ noun a quiet laugh �
We all had a good chuckle over the chair-
man’s speech. � verb (chuckles, chuck-
ling, chuckled) to give a quiet laugh � He
chuckled when she said she wanted a good
steady job.
chuffedchuffed /tʃ�ft/ adj pleased or proud
chugchug /tʃ�(/ (chugs, chugging, chugged)
verb to make a regular noise like an engine
[~along/up/down etc] (informal)
chunkchunk /tʃ�ŋk/ noun a large thick piece of
something
chunkychunky /tʃ�ŋki/ (chunkier, chunkiest)
adj made of large or thick pieces
church

� church /tʃ#
tʃ/ noun a building where
Christians go to pray � We usually go to
church on Sunday mornings. � The oldest
building in the village is St Mary’s Church.
� The times of the church services are giv-
en on the board outside.
churchgoerchurchgoer /tʃ#
tʃ(əυə/ noun a person
who goes to church regularly
churchyardchurchyard /tʃ#
tʃjɑ
d/ noun a ceme-
tery next to a church
churnchurn /tʃ#
n/ noun a large metal contain-
er for milk � Churns of fresh milk were
lined up at the farm entrance waiting to be
picked up. � verb (churns, churning,
churned) 1. to turn cream to make butter �
Do you know of any farm where butter is
still churned by hand? 2. to buy and sell
shares on someone’s behalf, in order to
earn commission for yourself � Few small
investors realise how much money they
lose through churning.

churn out phrasal verb to produce some-
thing in a series

chutechute /ʃu
t/ noun 1. a slide into water in a
swimming pool � The kids screamed as
they slid down the chute into the pool. 2. a
slide for sending things down to a lower
level � The parcels are wrapped and la-
belled and then sent down a chute to where
the delivery vans are waiting.
chutneychutney /tʃ�tni/ noun a highly fla-
voured sauce usually made with tomatoes,
onions, vinegar and spices
cidercider /sadə/ noun an alcoholic drink
made from fermented apple juice
cigarcigar /s |(ɑ
/ noun a tight roll of dried to-
bacco leaves which you can light and
smoke
cigarette

� cigarette /�s(ə |ret/ noun a roll of
very thin paper containing tobacco, which
you can light and smoke � a packet or pack

of cigarettes � The room was full of ciga-
rette smoke.
cinema

� cinema /snmə/ noun a building
where you go to watch films � We went to
the cinema on Friday night.
cinematiccinematic /�sn|m�tk/ adj referring to
films and the cinema
cinnamoncinnamon /snəmən/ noun a spice
made from the inner bark of a tropical tree
circacirca /s#
kə/ prep about (formal; used of
dates)
circle

� circle /s#
k(ə)l/ noun 1. a line forming
a round shape � He drew a circle on the
blackboard. 2. anything forming a round
shape � The children sat in a circle round
the teacher. � The soldiers formed a circle
round the prisoner. 3. a group of people or
a society � She went to live abroad and lost
contact with her old circle of friends. � He
moves in the highest government circles. 4.
a row of seats above the stalls in a theatre �
We got tickets for the upper circle. � verb
(circles, circling, circled) to make circular
movements [~around/above/over etc] �
Large birds were circling above the dead
animals.
circuit

� circuit /s#
kt/ noun 1. a fixed or reg-
ular way of travelling from one place to an-
other for a particular activity � a familiar
speaker on the lecture circuit 2. a path on
which competitions take place � a race cir-
cuit 3. a trip around something � His first
circuit of the track was very slow. 4. the
path that electricity flows around � He’s
designed a circuit for a burglar alarm.
circuit boardcircuit board /s#
kt bɔ
d/ noun a
board composed of a printed circuit
circuit breakercircuit breaker /s#
kt �brekə/ noun a
safety device in an electrical circuit
circular

� circular /s#
kjυlə/ adj 1. round in
shape � a circular table 2. sent to a number
of people � The company sent a circular
letter to all employees. (NOTE: only used be-
fore a noun) � noun a document with one or
just a few pages sent to a number of people
to inform them about something
circulate

� circulate /s#
kjυlet/ (circulates, cir-
culating, circulated) verb 1. to send some-
thing round to various people � They circu-
lated a new list of prices to all their cus-
tomers. 2. to move round � Blood
circulates round the body. � Waiters circu-
lated round the room carrying trays of
drinks. 3. to talk to different people at a
party � Let’s talk later – I’ve got to circu-
late.
circulation

� circulation /�s#
kjυ |leʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
the act of circulating � The circulation of
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the new price list to all departments will
take several days. 2. the movement of
blood around the body � Rub your hands
together to get the circulation going. � He
has poor circulation.
circumcisecircumcise /s#
kəmsaz/ (circumcis-
es, circumcising, circumcised) verb to re-
move the foreskin from a boy’s or man’s
penis (NOTE: + circumcision n)
circumferencecircumference /sə |k�mf(ə)rəns/ noun
the distance round the outside edge of a cir-
cle, an object or an area � We walked the
dog around the circumference of the field.
circumflexcircumflex /s#
kəmfleks/, circumflex
accent noun an accent like an upside down
‘v’ placed over certain vowels
circumstancecircumstance /s#
kəmstəns/ noun the
set of conditions that affect a situation �
The circumstances surrounding the crash
led us to believe it was not an accident.
(NOTE: usually plural) � in or under the cir-
cumstances if a particular set of condi-
tions exist � It’s hard to do a good job un-
der these circumstances. � In different cir-
cumstances, I’d have been willing to stay
longer. � due to circumstances beyond
someone’s control because of something
which someone has no power to change �

The show had to be cancelled due to cir-
cumstances beyond our control.
circumstantialcircumstantial /�s#
kəm |st�nʃ(ə)l/ adj
giving details of particular circumstances
circumventcircumvent /�s#
kəm |vent/ (circum-
vents, circumventing, circumvented)
verb to avoid something
circuscircus /s#
kəs/ noun 1. a travelling show,
often given under a large tent, with ani-
mals, clowns and other performers � We
went to the circus last night. � The circus is
coming to town for the bank holiday week-
end. 2. a busy road junction in the centre of
a large town � Oxford Circus is where Ox-
ford Street crosses Regent Street.
cisterncistern /sstən/ noun a large tank for wa-
ter
citecite /sat/ (cites, citing, cited) verb 1. to
quote a reference or a person as proof � She
cited several passages from his latest book.
2. to call someone to appear in court � He
was cited to appear before the magistrates.
(NOTE: Do not confuse with sight, site.)
citizen

� citizen /stz(ə)n/ noun a person who
comes from a particular country or has the
same right to live there as someone who
was born there � All Australian citizens
have a duty to vote. � He was born in Ger-
many, but is now a British citizen.

citizenship

� citizenship /stz(ə)nʃp/ noun the
state of being a citizen
citrus fruitcitrus fruit /strəs fru
t/ noun an edible
fruit such as an orange, lemon, grapefruit
or lime
city

� city /sti/ (plural cities) noun a large
town � busy city streets � Traffic is a prob-
lem in big cities.
city centrecity centre /�sti sentə/ noun the central
part of a town
civiccivic /svk/ adj referring to a city
civil

� civil /sv(ə)l/ adj 1. relating to general
public life rather than to the armed forces �
He left the air force and became a civil air-
line pilot. 2. polite � She wasn’t very civil
to the policeman. 3. in court, relating to
cases brought by one person against anoth-
er, as opposed to being brought by the po-
lice because it is criminal
civil actioncivil action /�sv(ə)l �kʃən/ noun a
court action brought by one citizen against
another, as opposed to a criminal action
civil engineeringcivil engineering /�sv(ə)l end� |

nərŋ/ noun the science of building, espe-
cially of roads, bridges and railways
civiliancivilian /sə |vliən/ noun an ordinary citi-
zen who is not in the armed forces � It is
certain that ordinary civilians will be af-
fected by the war. � Many civilians were
killed in the air raids.
civilisation

� civilisation /�svla|zeʃ(ə)n/, civili-
zation noun a civilised society or civilised
way of organising society
civilisecivilise /svlaz/ (civilises, civilising,
civilised), civilize verb to educate people to
a higher level of society � Missionaries
went out with the idea that they would civ-
ilise local tribes.
civilisedcivilised /svlazd/, civilized adj 1. or-
ganised to a high level of social behaviour
� How can a civilised nation carry out
such barbarous punishments. 2. pleasant
and polite � We had a very civilised
evening, chatting over a good meal. � Try
to greet my parents in a civilised manner if
you can. � It’s so good to be in civilised
company again.
civil lawcivil law /�sv(ə)l lɔ
/ noun laws relating
to people’s rights
civil libertiescivil liberties /�sv(ə)l lbətiz/ plural
noun the rights of ordinary people to act
freely within the law � a campaign to ex-
tend civil liberties � Security cameras on
buildings can be seen as an infringement of
civil liberties. (NOTE: Liberty of the press
and liberty of the individual are examples of
civil liberties.)
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civil rightscivil rights /�sv(ə)l rats/ plural noun
rights of an ordinary citizen � She cam-
paigned for civil rights in the 1980s.
civil servant

� civil servant /�sv(ə)l s#
vənt/ noun
a person who works in a government de-
partment
civil war

� civil war /�sv(ə)l wɔ
/ noun a war be-
tween citizens inside a country
cladclad /kl�d/ adj 1. dressed in a particular
way � a group of leather-clad dancers �

The soldiers were clad in winter great-
coats. 2. covered � the snow-clad fields � a
white stucco-clad house
claim

� claim /klem/ noun 1. an occasion on
which someone asks for money [~for] � His
claim for a pay increase was turned down.
2. a statement of something which you be-
lieve to be true but have no proof [~that] �
His claim that the car belonged to him was
correct. 3. a demand for money against an
insurance policy � After the floods, insur-
ance companies received hundreds of
claims. � to put in or submit a claim to
ask an insurance company officially to pay
money for something that has been dam-
aged � I put in a claim for repairs to the
car. � She submitted a claim for £250,000
damages against the driver of the other
car. 4. a right to something [~on] � He has
a legal claim on the property. � Preparing
for my exam was a big claim on my leisure
time last year. � verb (claims, claiming,
claimed) 1. to state something, but without
any proof [~(that)] � He claims he never re-
ceived the letter. � She claims that the car
belongs to her. 2. to ask for something that
you have a right to receive � If they charged
you too much you must claim a refund. 3. to
say you own something which has been left
behind or lost � No one has claimed the
umbrella found in my office, so I am going
to keep it.
claimant

� claimant /klemənt/ noun 1. a person
who claims something � Benefit claimants
will be paid late because of the bank holi-
day. 2. a person who starts a legal action
against someone in the civil courts � She’s
the claimant in a libel action. � The court
decided in favour of the claimant. (NOTE:
The former term was plaintiff. The other
party in an action is the defendant.)
clairvoyantclairvoyant /kleə |vɔənt/ noun a person
who says he or she can see in his or her
mind things which are happening else-
where, or can foretell the future
clamclam /kl�m/ noun a large shellfish found
in sand, which is dug out with a spade

clam up phrasal verb to refuse to talk

(informal)
clamberclamber /kl�mbə/ (clambers, clamber-
ing, clambered) verb to climb with diffi-
culty
clammyclammy /kl�mi/ (clammier, clammiest)
adj damp and cold
clamourclamour /kl�mə/ noun 1. noise such as
shouting � The clamour of the crowd at the
rugby ground could be heard for miles
around. 2. a loud demand [~for] � a cla-
mour for democratic elections � verb to de-
mand something or to do something loudly
or publicly [~for] � People are clamouring
for tickets. (NOTE: [all senses] The US spell-
ing is clamor.)
clampclamp /kl�mp/ noun a device that holds
something tightly and prevents it from
moving � verb (clamps, clamping,
clamped) 1. to hold something in a fixed
position [~to/~on/onto] 2. to prevent an ille-
gally parked car from moving by attaching
a clamp to one wheel � I parked on a dou-
ble yellow line and was clamped. 3. to hold
something tight with a clamp 

clamp down /kl�mp daυn ɒn/ verb to
try to stop something happening [~on] �

Railway staff are clamping down on peo-
ple travelling without tickets.

clampdownclampdown /kl�mpdaυn/ noun an ac-
tion by someone in authority to stop some-
thing from happening [~on] � a clampdown
on smoking in public places
clanclan /kl�n/ noun a family tribe, especially
in Scotland
clandestineclandestine /kl�n |destn/ adj secret,
undercover
clangclang /kl�ŋ/ (clangs, clanging, clanged)
verb to make a loud ringing noise � We
were woken up by the bells clanging in the
churches round us. (NOTE: + clang n)
clankclank /kl�ŋk/ (clanks, clanking,
clanked) verb to make a noise of metal hit-
ting other metal (NOTE: + clank n)
clapclap /kl�p/ (claps, clapping, clapped)
verb to beat your hands together to show
you are pleased � At the end of her speech
the audience stood up and clapped. � He
clapped his hands together in delight.
clarificationclarification /�kl�rf |keʃ(ə)n/ noun
the act of making something clear 
clarify

� clarify /kl�rfa/ (clarifies, clarifying,
clarified) verb to explain something more
clearly [~what/whether/how etc] � We will
have to clarify the situation before taking
any further decisions. � Can you clarify
what the work will involve?
clarinetclarinet /�kl�r|net/ noun a wind instru-
ment in the woodwind group
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clarity

� clarity /kl�rti/ noun clearness
clashclash /kl�ʃ/ noun 1. a fight, especially be-
tween people who are not soldiers [~be-
tween/~with] � There were clashes between
supporters of rival football teams. 2. an ar-
gument or disagreement [~over] � a clash
over whose responsibility it was 3. a game
or competition between two teams or two
players 4. an occasion when two things you
want to do are happening at the same time
5. the shock of two colours seen close to-
gether � If you wear red tights with an or-
ange dress there will be a colour clash. 6.
a loud noise of metal things hitting each
other � verb (clashes, clashing, clashed)
1. to argue violently [~with/~over] � She
clashed with her mother over wearing a
ring in her nose. � The opposition deputies
clashed with the government during the de-
bate. 2. to fight [~with] � Rioting fans
clashed with the police. 3. to happen at the
same time as something else [~with] � The
party clashes with a meeting I have to go
to. � Unfortunately, the two meetings
clash, so I’ll have to miss one. 4. (of col-
ours) to shock when put side by side [~with]
� That bright pink tie clashes with your
green shirt. 5. to bang things together mak-
ing a loud noise
clasp

� clasp /klɑ
sp/ noun 1. a device for
holding something shut � My handbag
won’t close properly – the clasp is broken.
2. the act of holding something in your
hand � I could feel the firm clasp of his
hand on my shoulder. � verb (clasps,
clasping, clasped) to hold something tight
� The child clasped his hand anxiously.
class

� class /klɑ
s/ noun 1. a group of chil-
dren or adults who go to school or college
together � There are 30 children in my
son’s class. 2. a lesson � What did you
learn in your history class today? 3. people
of a particular group in society � The col-
lege encourages applications from differ-
ent social classes. 4. a group of things, an-
imals or people that share some features �
Different standards apply to the five differ-
ent classes of service you can pay for. 5. a
particular level of quality � Always buy the
best class of product. � These peaches are
Class 1.
class actclass act /�klɑ
s �kt/ noun a person or
thing considered to be an example of excel-
lence
Class A drugClass A drug /�klɑ
s e dr�(/ noun an
illegal drug such as heroin, which is con-
sidered to be one of the strongest and most
dangerous drugs

classic

� classic /kl�sk/ noun a great book,
play or piece of music � ‘The Maltese Fal-
con’ is a Hollywood classic. � We have to
study several classics of English literature
for our course. � adj 1. (of a style) elegant
and traditional � The classic little black
dress is always in fashion. � The style of
the new hotel building is classic, simple
and elegant. 2. based on Ancient Greek or
Roman architecture 3. typical � It was a
classic example of his inability to take de-
cisions.
classical

� classical /kl�sk(ə)l/ adj 1. elegant
and based on the Ancient Greek or Roman
style � a classical eighteenth-century villa
2. referring to Ancient Greece and Rome �
classical Greek literature 3. referring to
traditional serious music � a concert of
classical music
classical musicclassical music /�kl�sk(ə)l mju
zk/
noun European music such as that written
by Mozart or Bach, based on specific struc-
tures
ClassicsClassics /kl�sks/ plural noun the study
of the languages, literature and philosophy
of Ancient Greece and Rome � She studied
Classics at Oxford. � He has a Classics de-
gree from Edinburgh.
classificationclassification /�kl�sf |keʃ(ə)n/ noun
a way of arranging things into categories
classifiedclassified /kl�sfad/ adj 1. which has
been put into a category 2. secret
classify

� classify /kl�sfa/ (classifies, clas-
sifying, classified) verb to arrange things
into categories � The hotels are classified
according to a system of stars.
classlessclassless /klɑ
sləs/ adj with no division
into social classes
classmateclassmate /klɑ
smet/ noun a person
who is or was in the same class as you at
school or college
classroom

� classroom /klɑ
sru
m/ noun a room
in a school where children are taught �
When the teacher came into the classroom
all the children were shouting.
classyclassy /klɑ
si/ (classier, classiest) adj
stylish and expensive-looking (informal)
clatterclatter /kl�tə/ (clatters, clattering, clat-
tered) verb to make a loud harsh noise �
The wooden cart clattered across the
square. (NOTE: + clatter n)
clause

� clause /klɔ
z/ noun a paragraph in a le-
gal document � According to clause six,
payments will not be due until next year.
claustrophobiaclaustrophobia /�klɔ
strə|fəυbiə/
noun a fear of being shut inside a closed
place
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claustrophobicclaustrophobic /�klɔ
strə |fəυbk/ adj
feeling or causing claustrophobia
clawclaw /klɔ
/ noun a nail on the foot of an
animal or bird � The dog dug a hole with its
claws.
clay

� clay /kle/ noun thick heavy soil � The
soil in our garden has a lot of clay in it.
clean

� clean /kli
n/ adj 1. not dirty � Wipe
your glasses with a clean handkerchief. �
The bedrooms must be spotlessly clean. �

Tell the waitress these cups aren’t clean. 2.
not used � The maid forgot to put clean
towels in the bathroom. � verb (cleans,
cleaning, cleaned) to take away the dirt
from something � Remember to clean your
teeth every morning. � She was cleaning
the car when she saw the damage. � to
come clean to confess to, e.g. a crime
(informal) � He came clean and owned up
to stealing the watch.

clean out phrasal verb to make some-
thing empty and clean (informal)
clean up phrasal verb 1. to make every-
thing clean and tidy, e.g. after a party � It
took us three hours to clean up after her
birthday party. 2. to remove corruption
from a place � The police are going to
have a hard job cleaning up this town. 3.
to make a lot of money � He cleaned up
at the races. � In no time he’d cleaned up
£50,000.

clean-cutclean-cut /�kli
n k�t/ adj neat and tidy �
a man in a clean-cut suit
cleaner

� cleaner /kli
nə/ noun 1. a machine
which removes dirt � a carpet cleaner 2. a
person who cleans a building such as a
house or an office � The cleaners didn’t
empty my wastepaper basket.
cleaning

� cleaning /kli
nŋ/ noun 1. the action
of making something clean � Cleaning the
house after the party took hours. 2. clothes
which are going to be sent for dry-cleaning
or which have been returned after dry-
cleaning � Could you collect my cleaning
for me after work tonight?
cleansecleanse /klenz/ (cleanses, cleansing,
cleansed) verb to make something very
clean
cleansercleanser /klenzə/ noun a substance
which removes dirt, especially from the
face
clean-shavenclean-shaven /�kli
n ʃev(ə)n/ adj with
no beard or moustache
clean-upclean-up /kli
n �p/ noun the act of mak-
ing something clean
clear

� clear /klə/ adj 1. with nothing in the
way � You can cross the road – it’s clear
now. � From the window, she had a clear

view of the street. 2. easily understood �

She made it clear that she wanted us to go.
� The instructions on the computer screen
are not very clear. � Will you give me a
clear answer – yes or no?

clear away phrasal verb to take some-
thing away completely
clear off phrasal verb to go away
(informal)
clear out phrasal verb 1. to empty some-
thing completely � Can you clear out
your bedroom cupboard? 2. to leave
somewhere quickly (informal ) � It’s time
for me to clear out of here completely.
clear up phrasal verb 1. to tidy and clean
a place completely � The cleaners re-
fused to clear up the mess after the office
party. 2. to solve a problem � In the end,
we cleared up the mystery of the missing
computer disk. 3. (of weather) to improve
� I hope the weather clears up because
we’re going on holiday tomorrow. 4. (of
an illness) to get better � He has been
resting, but his cold still hasn’t cleared
up.

clearance

clearance /klərəns/ noun 1. the act of
removing obstacles such as trees or old
buildings from land � The clearance of the
slums from the town centre will make land
available for building. � The government
has introduced a programme of slum clear-
ance. 2. a space for something to pass
through � The lorry can get through the en-
trance with clearance of about 20 cm on ei-
ther side. 3. permission to do something �
The control tower gave the plane clearance
to land.
clear-cut

clear-cut /�klə k�t/ adj definite or dis-
tinct
clearing

clearing /klərŋ/ noun 1. the act of re-
moving obstacles � We don’t want the pub-
lic to interfere with the clearing of the
wreckage from the railway track. 2. an area
in a wood where the trees have been cut
down � They set up camp in a clearing in
the middle of the forest.
clearly

� clearly /kləli/ adv 1. in a way which
is easily understood or heard � He didn’t
speak clearly, and I couldn’t catch the ad-
dress he gave. 2. obviously � He clearly or
Clearly he didn’t like being told he was too
fat.
cleavage

cleavage /kli
vd�/ noun the space be-
tween the breasts, especially if it can be
seen with a low-cut dress � All the ladies
were dressed in black and there was not a
cleavage in sight.
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clefclef /klef/ noun a sign at the beginning of
a written piece of music which shows how
high the range of notes is
clemencyclemency /klemənsi/ noun forgiveness
shown to someone who has done some-
thing wrong
clenchclench /klentʃ/ (clenches, clenching,
clenched) verb to close tightly
clergy

� clergy /kl#
d�i/ plural noun priests
clericcleric /klerk/ noun a priest or other cler-
gyman
clericalclerical /klerk(ə)l/ adj 1. referring to of-
fice work � A clerical error made the in-
voice £300.00 when it should have been
£3000.00. � He’s looking for part-time
clerical work. 2. referring to clergy � The
newspaper story has been talked about in
clerical circles.
clerkclerk /klɑ
k/ noun a person who works in
an office
clever

� clever /klevə/ adj able to think and
learn quickly � Clever children can usually
do this by the time they are eight years old.
cleverlycleverly /klevəli/ adv in a clever way
clichécliché /kli
ʃe/ noun a saying or phrase
which is too frequently used
click

� click /klk/ noun 1. a short sharp sound
� She heard a click and saw the door han-
dle turn. 2. the act of pressing a key on a
computer keyboard or a mouse button �
verb (clicks, clicking, clicked) 1. to make a
short sharp sound � The cameras clicked as
the film star came out onto the steps. � He
clicked his fingers to attract the waiter’s
attention. 2. to quickly press the button on
a mouse to start a computer function �
Click twice to start the program. 3. to be-
come clear and easily understood � Sud-
denly something clicked and I realised
what his note meant. 4. to realise very
quickly that you enjoy being with another
person and work well together
client

� client /klaənt/ noun a person who
pays for a service
clienteleclientele /kli
ɒn |tel/ noun all the cus-
tomers of a shop or business
cliffcliff /klf/ noun a high steep area of rock
usually by the sea
cliffhangercliffhanger /klfh�ŋə/ noun 1. an end-
ing to a part of a story which makes you
want to know what happens next 2. a situ-
ation in which people are tense because
they do not know what will happen next
climacticclimactic /kla|m�ktk/ adj referring to
a climax
climate

� climate /klamət/ noun 1. the general
weather conditions in a particular place �

The climate in the south of the country is
milder than in the north. 2. a situation with
particular features � The current economic
climate makes an interest rate rise very
likely. � The explosions created a climate
of fear.
climaticclimatic /kla |m�tk/ adj referring to cli-
mate
climaxclimax /klam�ks/ noun the most im-
portant and exciting point
climb

� climb /klam/ (climbs, climbing,
climbed) verb 1. to go up, over or down
something using arms and legs
[~up/down/over/through etc] � The cat
climbed up the apple tree. � The boys
climbed over the wall. � He escaped by
climbing out of the window. 2. to go higher
[~to] � The road climbs to 500m above sea
level. � House prices have started to climb
again. 3. to go up mountains as a sport �

When you have climbed Everest, there is no
higher mountain left to climb. � He goes
climbing every weekend.

climb down phrasal verb 1. to come
down, e.g. a mountain or a ladder � He
climbed down from the roof. � The fire-
men helped the hotel guests climb down
the ladder. 2. not to do what you had pre-
viously insisted on doing � In the end, the
government had to climb down and admit
that a mistake had been made.

climberclimber /klamə/ noun 1. a person who
climbs mountains � The climbers roped
themselves together and set off up the
slope. 2. a plant which climbs � We need a
colourful climber to cover that wall.
climbingclimbing /klamŋ/ noun the sport of
climbing mountains � Climbing is not a
sport for young children. � We had a climb-
ing holiday last Easter. � She brought her
climbing equipment with her.
climbing frameclimbing frame /klamŋ frem/ noun
a framework of wooden bars and platforms
for children to climb on
clinch

� clinch /klntʃ/ (clinches, clinching,
clinched) verb 1. (in boxing) to hold each
other tightly � The referee tried to stop the
two boxers clinching. 2. to complete a deal
� He offered an extra 5% to clinch the deal.
clingcling /klŋ/ (clings, clinging, clung) verb
to hold tight to something � She survived
by clinging on a rope. � He clung tightly to
his mother’s arm. � The girls clung togeth-
er with cold.
clingfilmclingfilm /klŋflm/ noun a thin trans-
parent plastic sheet for covering food
clingyclingy /klŋi/ adj emotionally dependent
on someone
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clinic

� clinic /klnk/ noun 1. a medical centre
for particular treatment or advice � an eye
clinic 2. a private hospital
clinical

� clinical /klnk(ə)l/ adj medical
clinkclink /klŋk/ (clinks, clinking, clinked)
verb to make a little noise, like pieces of
metal hitting each other (NOTE: + clink n)
clipclip /klp/ noun a small object that holds
things together � a paper clip � verb (clips,
clipping, clipped) 1. to attach things with a
clip [~to/onto/~together] � She clipped the
invoice and the cheque together and put
them in an envelope. 2. to cut something
with scissors � He carefully clipped the ar-
ticle out of the newspaper.
clipboardclipboard /klpbɔ
d/ noun a stiff board
with a clip at the top so that a piece of paper
can be attached to it to allow you to write
on it easily
clippingclipping /klpŋ/ noun 1. a reference to
someone or something in a newspaper or
magazine which is cut out � Can you file
away all these newspaper clippings,
please? 2. a small piece cut off, e.g. a
hedge � Trim the hedge and put the clip-
pings in a black bag. � Grass clippings can
be piled on top of the compost heap.
cliqueclique /kli
k/ noun a small select group of
people
clitorisclitoris /kltərs/ noun the female sex or-
gan at the top of the vulva
cloakcloak /kləυk/ noun a type of long coat
which hangs from the shoulders and has no
sleeves � She wore a long cloak of black
velvet.
cloakroomcloakroom /kləυkru
m/ noun 1. a place
where you leave your coat in a public place
� I left my coat and briefcase in the cloak-
room. 2. a room inside a public building
with lavatories and washbasins � The la-
dies’ cloakroom is on the first floor.
clobberclobber /klɒbə/ (clobbers, clobbering,
clobbered) verb to affect badly, especially
financially (informal) � The new tax will
clobber the middle classes.

clock /klɒk/� noun an object which
shows the time � Your clock is 5 minutes
slow. � The office clock is fast. � The
clock has stopped.

clockwiseclockwise /klɒkwaz/ adj, adv moving
in a circle from left to right, in the same di-
rection as the hands of a clock � Turn the
lid clockwise to tighten it. � He was driving
clockwise round the ring road when the ac-
cident took place.
clockworkclockwork /klɒkw#
k/ noun a mecha-
nism in a toy, machine, clock, etc which
works using a spring which is wound up

with a key � like clockwork smoothly, with
no problems � The whole evening went off
like clockwork.
clogclog /klɒ(/ (clogs, clogging, clogged)
verb to block � Trafalgar Square was
clogged with traffic as the protest march
arrived. � Dead leaves are clogging the
drains.
clone

� clone /kləυn/ noun an exact genetic
copy of an individual animal or plant � A
cutting produces a clone of a plant. � This
sheep was the first mammal to survive as a
clone. � verb (clones, cloning, cloned) to
make an exact genetic copy of an individu-
al animal or plant � Biologists have suc-
cessfully cloned a sheep.
close

� close1 /kləυs/ adj (closer, closest) 1.
very near, or just next to something [~to] �
Our office is close to the station. � This is
the closest I’ve ever been to a film star! 2.
near in time � My birthday is close to
Christmas. � adv (closer, closest) 1. very
near � Keep close by me if you don’t want
to get lost. � Go further away – you’re get-
ting too close. � They stood so close or so
close together that she felt his breath on
her cheek. � The sound came closer and
closer. 2. very near in time � The confer-
ence is getting very close. � noun a short
road, especially of houses � They live in
Briar Close.
closeclose2 /kləυz/ verb 1. to shut [~for/~on] �
Would you mind closing the window? � He
closed his book and turned on the TV. 2. to
come to an end, or make something come
to an end [~with] � The meeting closed with
a vote of thanks. � noun an end, the final
part � The century was drawing to a close.

close down phrasal verb 1. to shut a busi-
ness permanently 2. (of a business) to
shut permanently

closed

� closed /kləυzd/ adj 1. changed from
being open by being covered or blocked �

Make sure all the windows and doors are
tightly closed. � She sat quietly with closed
eyes. � The object was in a closed box. 2.
not doing business � The shop is closed on
Sundays. � The office will be closed for the
Christmas holidays. � There was a ‘closed’
sign hanging in the window.
close-knitclose-knit /�kləυs nt/ adv consisting of
people who know and rely on each other
closely

� closely /kləυsli/ adv with a lot of at-
tention � She studied the timetable very
closely. � The prisoners were closely
guarded by armed soldiers.
closenesscloseness /kləυsnəs/ noun the fact of
being close to something
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closetcloset /klɒzt/ noun US a cupboard �

Will you get my coat from the closet, hon-
ey? � to come out of the closet to say pub-
licly that you are homosexual (informal)
close-up

� close-up /kləυs �p/ noun a photo-
graph taken very close to the subject � in
close-up taken very close to the subject � a
photo of the leaf in close-up
closingclosing /kləυzŋ/ adj final, at the end �
the closing days of the election campaign �
noun the time when something such as a
pub or shop closes
closing dateclosing date /kləυzŋ det/ noun the
last date by which something can be done
[~for] � The closing date for applications is
May 1st.
closure

� closure /kləυ�ə/ noun the shutting of
something, or the fact of being shut
clotclot /klɒt/ noun a soft mass of thickened
blood in a vein or an artery � The doctor di-
agnosed a blood clot in the brain. � verb
(clots, clotting, clotted) (of blood) to thick-
en, changing from semi-liquid to semi-sol-
id � In people with haemophilia, blood
clots very slowly.
cloth

� cloth /klɒθ/ noun 1. soft material made
from woven fibres � Her dress is made of
cheap blue cloth. � This cloth is of a very
high quality. 2. a piece of material used for
cleaning � He wiped up the milk with a
damp cloth. 3. a piece of material which
you put on a table to cover it � The waiter
spread a white cloth over the table.
clotheclothe /kləυð/ (clothes, clothing,
clothed or clad) verb to dress someone
clothedclothed /kləυðd/ adj dressed or covered
in something
clothes

� clothes /kləυðz/ plural noun things
which you wear to cover your body and
keep you warm, e.g. trousers, socks, shirts
and dresses � The doctor asked him to take
his clothes off. � The children haven’t had
any new clothes for years. � with no
clothes on naked
clothingclothing /kləυðŋ/ noun clothes � a ma-
jor clothing manufacturer � Take plenty of
warm clothing on your trip to Iceland.
(NOTE: no plural: some clothing; a piece of
clothing)
cloud

� cloud /klaυd/ noun 1. a white or grey
mass of drops of water floating in the air �

Look at those grey clouds – it’s going to
rain. � The plane was flying above the
clouds. 2. a large amount of gas, smoke or
dust floating in the air [~of] � Clouds of
smoke poured out of the burning shop. 3.
something that has an unpleasant effect on
a situation � under a cloud suspected of

having done something wrong � He was
under a cloud for some time after the thefts
were discovered.

cloud over phrasal verb to become cov-
ered with clouds

cloudy

� cloudy /klaυdi/ (cloudier, cloudiest)
adj 1. with clouds � The weather was
cloudy in the morning, but cleared up in
the afternoon. 2. not clear � The liquid
turned cloudy when I added the flour.
cloutclout /klaυt/ noun 1. a blow with the fist
� He received a clout on the head. 2. power
or influence � Because she owns so many
shares, she wields a great deal of clout in
company meetings. � Newspaper editors
have a lot of political clout.
clove

clove /kləυv/ noun 1. a dried flower bud
of a tree, used for flavouring � A few cloves
stuck into an onion can be used to flavour
a stew. 2. one of the parts that make up a
bulb of garlic � Rub round the salad bowl
with a cut clove of garlic.
clover

clover /kləυvə/ noun a common weed,
used as food for cattle � With so much clo-
ver in the fields, the bees produce excellent
honey.
club

� club /kl�b/ noun 1. a group of people
who have the same interest or who form a
team � a youth club � I’m joining a tennis
club. � Our town has one of the top football
clubs in the country. 2. a stick for playing
golf (NOTE: A golf club can either mean the
place where you play golf, or the stick used
to hit the ball.) 3. a large heavy stick � verb
(clubs, clubbing, clubbed) 1. to hit with a
club � She was clubbed to the ground. 2. �
to club together (of several people) to con-
tribute money jointly � They clubbed to-
gether and bought a yacht.
clubbing

clubbing /kl�bŋ/ noun the activity of
going out to discos and nightclubs
clubhouse

clubhouse /kl�bhaυs/ noun the house
where members of a club meet
cluckcluck /kl�k/ (clucks, clucking, clucked)
verb (of hens) to make a low noise in the
throat
clue

� clue /klu
/ noun information which
helps you solve a mystery or puzzle
[~about/as to/to] � We have no clues about
where she has gone. � The letter gave some
vital clues to her state of mind at the time.
� to not have a clue to not know some-
thing � I don’t have a clue how to get there.
clued up

clued up /�klu
d �p/ adj well informed
about something
cluelessclueless /klu
ləs/ adj stupid (informal)
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clumpclump /kl�mp/ noun a group of trees or
bushes � We’ll walk as far as that clump of
trees and come back.
clumsyclumsy /kl�mzi/ (clumsier, clumsiest)
adj 1. tending to break things or knock
things over 2. not expressed or done in a
good way � a clumsy apology � a clumsy
attempt to hide the situation (NOTE: + clum-
sily adv; clumsiness n)
clung

� clung /kl�ŋ/ past tense and past parti-
ciple of cling
clustercluster /kl�stə/ noun a group of objects
or people that are close together � a brooch
with a cluster of pearls � He photographed
a cluster of stars.
clutchclutch /kl�tʃ/ verb (clutches, clutching,
clutched) to grip something tightly � She
clutched my arm as we stood on the edge of
the cliff. � noun a tight grip � She felt the
clutch of his fingers on her sleeve. � plural
noun clutches the power that a person or
group has over someone else � You can’t
escape the clutches of your family so easi-
ly. � in the clutches of, in someone’s
clutches under the control of � We want to
avoid spending too much and falling into
the clutches of the bank or the bank’s
clutches.
clutterclutter /kl�tə/ noun a mass of things left
lying about � All this clutter will be cleared
away by the weekend. � verb (clutters,
cluttering, cluttered) to fill a room, etc.,
with a mass of things � Her desk is clut-
tered with papers and invoices. � Don’t
clutter your mind with useless information.
cm

� cm abbr centimetre
Co.

� Co. /kəυ, k�mp(ə)ni/ abbr company �
J. Smith & Co.
co-co- /kəυ/ prefix together
c/o

� c/o abbr care of (used in addresses) �

Jane Smith, c/o Mr & Mrs Jonas, 4 Willow-
bank Road.
coach

� coach /kəυtʃ/ noun 1. a large bus for
travelling long distances � They went on a
tour of southern Spain by coach. � There’s
a coach service to Oxford every hour. 2.
one of the vehicles for passengers that is
part of a train � The first four coaches are
for London. 3. a person who trains sports
players � The coach told them that they
needed to spend more time practising. �

He’s a professional football coach. � verb
(coaches, coaching, coached) 1. to train
sports people � She was coached by a
former Olympic gold medallist. 2. to give
private lessons to someone in a particular
sport, subject or activity � He coaches
young footballers.

coagulatecoagulate /kəυ|�(jυlet/ (coagulates,
coagulating, coagulated) verb to change
and thicken from semi-liquid to semi-solid
coal

� coal /kəυl/ noun a hard black substance
which produces heat when burnt
coalition

� coalition /�kəυə|lʃ(ə)n/ noun a com-
bination of several political parties forming
a government 
coalminecoalmine /kəυlman/ noun a mine
where coal is dug
coarsecoarse /kɔ
s/ adj 1. consisting of large
pieces � coarse grains of sand 2. rough and
hard � coarse cloth 3. (of words or ges-
tures) rude � He made a coarse gesture and
walked out. � Don’t make any coarse re-
marks in front of my mother. (NOTE: coarse-
ly adv; coarseness n)
coast

� coast /kəυst/ noun parts of a country
that are by the sea � After ten weeks at sea,
Columbus saw the coast of America. � The
south coast is the warmest part of the coun-
try.
coastercoaster /kəυstə/ noun a flat dish or
small mat for standing a bottle or glass on
� He bought a set of 6 coasters in the mu-
seum.
coastguardcoastguard /kəυst(ɑ
d/ noun a person
who guards a piece of coast, watching out
for wrecks, smugglers, etc.
coastlinecoastline /kəυstlan/ noun an edge of
land along a coast
coat

� coat /kəυt/ noun 1. a piece of clothing
which you wear on top of other clothes
when you go outside � a winter coat 2. a
layer of something � a coat of paint � a
thick coat of dust 3. the fur of an animal �
These dogs have thick shiny coats.
coat-hangercoat-hanger /kəυth�ŋə/ noun a piece
of wood, wire or plastic on which you hang
a piece of clothing
coatingcoating /kəυtŋ/ noun a covering of
paint, etc.
coaxcoax /kəυks/ (coaxes, coaxing, coaxed)
verb � to coax someone into doing some-
thing to persuade someone to do some-
thing � He was finally coaxed into paying
for two tickets.
cobaltcobalt /kəυbɔ
lt/ noun a metallic ele-
ment used to make alloys � Cobalt 60 is
used in radiotherapy.
cobblercobbler /kɒblə/ noun a person who
mends shoes � Ask the cobbler how much
it will cost to put new heels on these shoes.
cobracobra /kəυbrə/ noun a large tropical
snake with a poisonous bite
cobwebcobweb /kɒbweb/ noun a net of fine
thread made by a spider to catch flies
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cocaine

� cocaine /kəυ |ken/ noun a painkilling
drug, which is addictive
cockcock /kɒk/ noun a male bird, especially a
male domestic chicken � We were woken
by the cocks crowing.
cockerelcockerel /kɒk(ə)rəl/ noun a young cock
cockneycockney /kɒkni/ (plural cockneys) noun
1. a person from the East End of London �
He was born and brought up as a Cockney.
2. a form of English spoken in the East End
of London � She spoke in broad cockney. �
‘Let’s have a butcher’s’ is cockney for
‘let’s have a look’.
cockpitcockpit /kɒkpt/ noun the place where
the pilot sits in an aircraft, racing car or
boat
cockroachcockroach /kɒkrəυtʃ/ noun a black or
brown beetle, a common household pest
cocktailcocktail /kɒktel/ noun 1. a mixed alco-
holic drink � A Bloody Mary is a cocktail
of vodka and tomato juice. 2. a mixture of
various things � She died after taking a
cocktail of drugs.
cocktail partycocktail party /kɒktel �pɑ
ti/ noun a
party where drinks and snacks are served,
but not a full meal
cock-upcock-up /kɒk �p/ noun work which is
badly carried out (informal offensive)
cockycocky /kɒki/ adj unpleasantly confident
and conceited (informal)
cocoa

� cocoa /kəυkəυ/ noun 1. a brown
chocolate powder ground from the seeds of
a tree, used for making a drink � a tin of co-
coa � cocoa powder 2. a drink made with
cocoa and hot water or milk (NOTE: no plu-
ral)
coconutcoconut /kəυkən�t/ noun 1. a large nut
from a type of palm tree � I won a coconut
at the fair. 2. the white flesh from a coconut
� a coconut cake � I don’t like biscuits with
coconut in them.
cocooncocoon /kə |ku
n/ noun a case of thread
made by a larva before it turns into a moth
or butterfly � Silk is taken off the cocoons
made by silk worms. � verb (cocoons, co-
cooning, cocooned) to wrap something up
for protection � The baby was cocooned in
blankets.
codcod /kɒd/ (plural same) noun a large white
sea fish
code

� code /kəυd/ noun 1. secret words or a
system agreed as a way of sending messag-
es � We’re trying to break the enemy’s
code. � He sent the message in code. 2. a
system of numbers or letters which mean
something � The code for Heathrow Air-
port is LHR. � What is the code for phon-
ing Edinburgh? 3. a set of laws or rules of

behaviour � The hotel has a strict dress
code, and people wearing jeans are not al-
lowed in.
code namecode name /kəυd nem/ noun a special
name or number used instead of a person’s
or thing’s real name, in order to keep this
secret
coercecoerce /kəυ|#
s/ (coerces, coercing, co-
erced) verb � to coerce someone into do-
ing something to force someone to do
something � They coerced her into signing
the contract.
coercioncoercion /kəυ|#
ʃ(ə)n/ noun the act or
practice of forcing someone to do some-
thing such as commit a crime
coexistcoexist /�kəυ( |zst/ (coexists, coexist-
ing, coexisted) verb to exist or to live to-
gether (formal ) (NOTE: + coexistence n)
coffee

� coffee /kɒfi/ noun 1. a hot drink made
from the seeds of a tropical plant � Would
you like a cup of coffee? � I always take
sugar in coffee. 2. a cup of coffee � I’d like
a white coffee, please. � Three coffees and
two teas, please.
coffee machinecoffee machine /kɒfi mə|�ʃi
n/ noun
an automatic machine which gives a cup of
coffee or other drink when you put in a
coin and press a button
coffee shop

� coffee shop /kɒfi ʃɒp/ noun a small
restaurant serving drinks and light meals
coffee tablecoffee table /kɒfi �teb(ə)l/ noun a low
table in a sitting room, for putting things
such as cups, glasses and newspapers on
coffercoffer /kɒfə/ noun a chest for holding
money (dated)
coffin

� coffin /kɒfn/ noun a long box in
which a dead person is placed before being
buried
cogcog /kɒ(/ noun one of a series of little
teeth sticking out from a wheel, which con-
nect with teeth on another wheel to make it
turn
cognaccognac /kɒnj�k/ noun a brandy made
in western France
cognitivecognitive /kɒ(ntv/ adj referring to the
process of understanding
cohabitcohabit /kəυ|h�bt/ (cohabits, cohabit-
ing, cohabited) verb to live together as
man and wife, especially when not married
(NOTE: + cohabitation n)
coherentcoherent /kəυ|hərənt/ adj (of a state-
ment) clear and logical
cohesioncohesion /kəυ |hi
�(ə)n/ noun the fact or
quality of sticking together
coilcoil /kɔl/ noun a roll of rope, or one loop
in something twisted round and round �
The sailors stacked the rope in coils on the
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deck. � verb (coils, coiling, coiled) to twist
around something or into a coil � The
snake had coiled itself up in the basket. �

The sailor coiled the ropes neatly.
coin

� coin /kɔn/ noun a piece of metal mon-
ey � This machine only takes 20p coins.
coincidecoincide /�kəυn|sad/ (coincides, coin-
ciding, coincided) verb to happen by
chance at the same time as something else
[~ with] � The conference doesn’t coincide
with my birthday this year. � Do our visits
to London coincide? – We could meet for
lunch.
coincidence

� coincidence /kəυ |nsd(ə)ns/ noun
two things happening at the same time by
chance
coincidentalcoincidental /kəυ|�ns |dent(ə)l/ adj not
planned
cokecoke /kəυk/ noun same as cocaine
(informal)
CokeCoke /kəυk/ trademark a type of fizzy soft
drink
Col.Col. abbr colonel
colacola /kəυlə/, kola noun a fizzy sweet
drink
colandercolander /kɒləndə/ noun a bowl with
holes in it for draining water from vegeta-
bles
cold

� cold /kəυld/ adj 1. with a low tempera-
ture � It’s too cold to go for a walk. � He
had a plate of cold beef and salad. 2. not
friendly � He got a very cold reception
from the rest of the staff. � She gave him a
cold nod. � noun 1. an illness which makes
you blow your nose � He caught a cold
from his colleague. � My sister’s in bed
with a cold. � Don’t come near me – I’ve
got a cold. 2. a cold outdoor temperature �
He had been waiting in the cold for a bus.
� These plants can’t stand the cold. � to be
left out in the cold not to be part of a group
any more
cold-bloodedcold-blooded /�kəυld bl�dd/ adj with
no pity � She’s a cold-blooded murderess.
cold-heartedcold-hearted /�kəυld hɑ
td/ adj lack-
ing kindness
coldlycoldly /kəυldli/ adv in an unfriendly way
cold-shouldercold-shoulder /�kəυld ʃəυldə/ verb
not to give someone a friendly welcome
coleslawcoleslaw /kəυlslɔ
/ noun a cabbage sal-
ad, made with sliced white cabbage and
mayonnaise
coliccolic /kɒlk/ noun a severe pain in the in-
testines
collaborate

� collaborate /kə |l�bəret/ (collabo-
rates, collaborating, collaborated) verb 1.
to work together with someone else

[~with/~in/on] � He’s collaborating with
her on a new book. 2. to help rather than re-
sist an enemy
collaboration

� collaboration /kə |�l�bə |reʃ(ə)n/
noun the action of working together on
something
collaborativecollaborative /kə |l�b(ə)rətv/ adj in-
volving people working together
collagecollage /kɒlɑ
�/ noun a picture made
from small pieces of paper or other materi-
als, stuck onto a backing
collapse

� collapse /kə |l�ps/ verb (collapses,
collapsing, collapsed) 1. to fall down sud-
denly � The roof collapsed under the
weight of the snow. 2. to fail suddenly �
The company collapsed with £25,000 in
debts. 3. to fall down unconscious � The
man in front of me in the queue suddenly
collapsed. � noun 1. a sudden fall � The
collapse of the old wall buried two work-
men. 2. a sudden fall in price � the collapse
of the dollar on the foreign exchange mar-
kets 3. the sudden failure of a company �
They lost thousands of pounds in the col-
lapse of the bank.
collapsiblecollapsible /kə|l�psəb(ə)l/ adj which
can be folded up
collar

� collar /kɒlə/ noun 1. the part of a piece
of clothing which goes round your neck �
I can’t wear this shirt – the collar’s too
tight. � She turned up her coat collar be-
cause the wind was cold. � He has a winter
coat with a fur collar. 2. a leather ring
round the neck of a dog or cat � The cat has
a collar with her name and address on it.
collarbonecollarbone /kɒləbəυn/ noun a clavicle,
one of two long thin bones joining the
shoulders to the breastbone
collateralcollateral /kə |l�t(ə)rəl/ noun a security
used to provide a guarantee for a loan � He
offered his house as collateral.
colleague

� colleague /kɒli
(/ noun a person who
works with you, especially in the same
company or office [~at/in/from] � His col-
leagues at the college gave him a present
when he got married.
collect

� collect /kə |lekt/ (collects, collecting,
collected) verb 1. to bring things or people
together, or to come together � We collect-
ed information from all the people who of-
fered to help. � A crowd collected at the
scene of the accident. 2. to get things and
keep them together � The mail is collected
from the postbox twice a day. � I must col-
lect the children from school at 4 p.m. �

Your coat is ready for you to collect from
the cleaner’s. 3. to buy things or bring
things together as a hobby � He collects
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stamps and old coins. 4. to gather money to
give to an organisation that helps people �
They’re collecting for Oxfam.
collectedcollected /kə|lektd/ adj calm
collection

� collection /kə|lekʃən/ noun 1. a
group of things that have been brought to-
gether � He showed me his stamp collec-
tion. � The museum has a large collection
of Italian paintings. 2. money which has
been gathered [~for] � We’re making a col-
lection for a shelter for homeless people.
collective

� collective /kə |lektv/ noun a business
run by a group of workers � The owner of
the garage sold out and the staff took it
over as a workers’ collective.
collector

� collector /kə |lektə/ noun 1. a person
who collects things as a hobby � It’s an im-
portant sale for collectors of 18th-century
porcelain. 2. a person who collects things
as a job
college

� college /kɒld�/ noun a teaching in-
stitution for adults and young people �
She’s going on holiday with some friends
from college. � He’s studying art at the lo-
cal college. � The college library has over
20,000 volumes.
college of further educationcollege of further education
/�kɒld� əv �f#
ðə �edjυ|keʃ(ə)n/ noun a
teaching establishment for students after
secondary school
collidecollide /kə|lad/ (collides, colliding, col-
lided) verb to bump into something [~with]
� The car collided with a bus.
collierycolliery /kɒljəri/ (plural collieries) noun
a coalmine
collisioncollision /kə|l�(ə)n/ noun 1. an occa-
sion when someone or something hits
against something accidentally [~be-
tween/~with] � Two people were injured in
the collision between a lorry and the bus.
2. a disagreement or difference  � a colli-
sion of ideas � in collision with involved in
hitting into � She was in collision with a
bike.
colloquialcolloquial /kə|ləυkwiəl/ adj used in
common speech
colloquialismcolloquialism /kə |ləυkwiəlz(ə)m/
noun an expression used in common
speech
collusioncollusion /kə|lu
�(ə)n/ noun an illegal
cooperation or agreement to cheat some-
one
colognecologne /kə|ləυn/ noun a type of light
perfume. � eau de cologne
colon

� colon /kəυlɒn/ noun 1. the main part
of the part inside your body that removes
waste � The intestines are divided into two

parts: the small intestine and the large in-
testine or colon. 2. a printing sign (:)
colonelcolonel /k#
n(ə)l/, Colonel noun the of-
ficer in charge of a regiment, an army rank
above lieutenant-colonel (NOTE: also used
as a title before a surname: Colonel Davis;
often shortened to Col.: Col. Davis. Do not
confuse with kernel.)
colonialcolonial /kə |ləυniəl/ adj referring to a
colony
colonialismcolonialism /kə |ləυniəlz(ə)m/ noun
the practice of establishing colonies in oth-
er lands
colonisecolonise /kɒlənaz/ (colonises, colo-
nising, colonised), colonize verb to take
possession of an area or country and rule it
as a colony
colonistcolonist /kɒlənst/ noun a person who
goes to settle in a new colony
colonycolony /kɒləni/ (plural colonies) noun 1.
a territory ruled by another country � the
former French colonies in Africa � Roman
colonies were established in North Africa
and along the shores of the Black Sea. 2. a
group of animals or humans living together
� a colony of ants � an artists’ colony
colorcolor /k�lə/ noun, verb US spelling of
colour
colossalcolossal /kə |lɒs(ə)l/ adj very large, huge
colour

� colour /k�lə/ noun 1. the appearance
which an object has in light, e.g. red, blue
or yellow � What colour is your bathroom?
� I don’t like the colour of the carpet. � His
socks are the same colour as his shirt. 2.
not black or white � The book has pages of
colour pictures. � verb to add colour to
something � The children were given cray-
ons and told to colour the trees green and
the earth brown.
colour-blindcolour-blind /k�lə bland/ adj not able
to tell the difference between certain col-
ours, such as red and green
coloured

� coloured /k�ləd/ adj in colour � a
coloured postcard � a book with coloured
illustrations
-coloured-coloured /k�ləd/ suffix with a particular
colour � She was wearing a cream-col-
oured shirt.
colourful

� colourful /k�ləf(ə)l/ adj 1. with
bright colours � She tied a colourful silk
scarf round her hair. 2. full of excitement
and adventure � a colourful account of life
in Vienna before the First World War
colouringcolouring /k�lərŋ/ noun 1. the way in
which something or a plant or animal is
coloured � the bright colouring of parrots
� the brilliant colouring of woods in au-
tumn 2. complexion, the colour of your
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skin and hair � Choose a lipstick that goes
with your dress and suits your colouring.
(NOTE: [all senses] The US spelling is color-
ing.)
coltcolt /kəυlt/ noun a young male horse �
The Irish colt won the race by two lengths.
(NOTE: A young female horse is a filly.)
column

� column /kɒləm/ noun 1. a tall post,
especially one made of stone 2. a narrow
block of printing on a page such as in a
newspaper � ‘Continued on page 7, col-
umn 4.’ 3. a regular article in a newspaper
� She writes a gardening column for the lo-
cal newspaper. 4. a series of numbers, one
written or printed under the other � to add
up a column of figures � Put the total at the
bottom of the column.
columnistcolumnist /kɒləmnst/ noun a journal-
ist who writes regularly for a paper
comcom /kɒm/ noun a commercial organisa-
tion
comacoma /kəυmə/ noun a state of uncon-
sciousness from which a person cannot be
awakened
combcomb /kəυm/ noun an object with long
pointed pieces that you pull through your
hair to make it tidy � Her hair is in such a
mess that you can’t get a comb through it.
� verb (combs, combing, combed) to
smooth your hair with a comb � She was
combing her hair in front of the mirror.
combatcombat /kɒmb�t/ noun fighting �

These young soldiers have no experience
of combat in the field.
combatantcombatant /kɒmbətənt/ noun a person
who is fighting
combativecombative /kɒmbətv/ adj who likes to
get into quarrels or arguments
combination

� combination /�kɒmb |neʃ(ə)n/
noun several things joined or considered
together � A combination of bad weather
and illness made our holiday a disaster.
combinecombine /kəm |ban/ (combines, com-
bining, combined) verb to join together, or
consider things together [~with] � Let’s
combine our ideas and then try to work out
a plan. � The cold weather will be com-
bined with high winds next week and the
temperature will drop rapidly.
combinedcombined /kəm |band/ adj taken to-
gether
combustiblecombustible /kəm |b�stb(ə)l/ adj
which can easily catch fire � The ware-
house was full of paint and other combus-
tible substances.
combustioncombustion /kəm |b�stʃən/ noun the
process of burning

come

� come /k�m/ (comes, coming, came,
come) verb 1. to move to or towards a place
[~to/into/through etc] � Some of the children
come to school on foot. � Come into my
room and we’ll talk about the problem. �
She’s just coming through the gate now. �
to come and do something to come in or-
der to do something � Come and see us
when you’re in London. � to come to do
something to come in order to do some-
thing � He came to talk to us about the new
system. 2. to happen [~to/~about] � It came
about like this… � How did the door come
to be open? 3. to occur in a particular posi-
tion [~before/after/~first/second etc] � What
comes after R in the alphabet? � P comes
before Q. � She came second in the test. �

how come? why?, how? � How come the
front door was unlocked?

come across� phrasal verb to find
something by chance � I came across this
old photo when I was clearing out a
drawer.
come along� phrasal verb 1. to go with
someone � If you walk, the children can
come along with us in the car. 2. to hurry
� Come along, or you’ll miss the bus.
come apart� phrasal verb to break into
pieces
come back� phrasal verb to return �

They left the house in a hurry, and then
had to come back to get their passports.
� They started to walk away, but the po-
liceman shouted at them to come back.
come down phrasal verb 1. to get lower
� The price of oranges has come down. 2.
to come downstairs � She was in bed but
had to come down to answer the phone.
3. to get a disease � The children have
come down with measles.
come in� phrasal verb to enter a place
come in for phrasal verb to get or receive
something unpleasant
come into phrasal verb to enter � Three
people came into the restaurant.
come of phrasal verb to happen as a re-
sult of
come off� phrasal verb 1. to stop being
attached � The button has come off my
coat. � I can’t use the kettle, the handle
has come off. 2. to be removed � The
paint won’t come off my coat. 3. to do
well or badly � Our team came off badly
in the competition. � She came off well in
the exam.
come on� phrasal verb 1. to hurry �
Come on, or we’ll miss the start of the
film. 2. to arrive � A storm came on as we
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were fishing in the bay. � Night is coming
on. � She thinks she has a cold coming
on.
come out phrasal verb 1. to move outside
� Come out into the garden, it’s beauti-
fully hot. 2. (of pictures and photographs)
to appear � The church didn’t come out
very well on the photo. � Something must
be wrong with the camera – half my hol-
iday pictures didn’t come out. 3. to be re-
moved � The ink marks won’t come out
of my white shirt. � Red wine stains don’t
come out easily. 4. to appear for sale �
The magazine comes out on Saturdays. 5.
to state publicly that you are homosexual
� He decided to come out before the
newspapers started to print stories about
him.
come through phrasal verb 1. to move
through something to get to a place �
Come through the kitchen into the dining
room. 2. (of information) to arrive by
phone, fax, etc. � The message came
through this morning. 3. to recover from
an illness � Do you think she’s going to
come through?
come to� phrasal verb 1. to add up to a
particular amount � The bill comes to
£10. 2. to become conscious again �

When he came to, he was in hospital.
come up phrasal verb to come close to
someone � The policeman came up to
him and asked to see his passport.

comebackcomeback /k�mb�k/ noun 1. a reaction
� Despite the mistakes in the book there
has been no comeback yet from the read-
ers. 2. a return of someone such as a singer
or sportsman after retirement � She is try-
ing to make a comeback.
comediancomedian /kə|mi
diən/ noun a person
who tells jokes to make people laugh
comedowncomedown /k�mdaυn/ noun a situation
making you feel unimportant (informal)
comedycomedy /kɒmədi/ (plural comedies)
noun 1. entertainment which makes you
laugh 2. a play or film which makes you
laugh
cometcomet /kɒmt/ noun an object which
moves in space, and which you can see at
night because of its bright tail
comfort

� comfort /k�mfət/ noun 1. the state of
being comfortable � They live in great
comfort. � You expect a certain amount of
comfort on a luxury liner. � She com-
plained about the lack of comfort in the
second-class coaches. 2. something which
helps to make you feel happier [~to] � It
was a comfort to me to know that the chil-

dren were safe. 3. a feeling of being less
worried or unhappy than you were before �
The long-awaited letter gave me some
comfort. � verb (comforts, comforting,
comforted) to make someone feel happier
� She was comforting the people who had
been in the accident.
comfortable

� comfortable /k�mf(ə)təb(ə)l/ adj 1.
soft and relaxing � These shoes aren’t very
comfortable. � There are more comfortable
chairs in the lounge. 2. � to make yourself
comfortable to relax � She made herself
comfortable in the chair by the fire.
comfortablycomfortably /k�mf(ə)təbli/ adv in a
soft, relaxed or relaxing way � If you’re sit-
ting comfortably, I’ll explain to you what
we have to do. � Make sure you’re comfort-
ably dressed because it is rather cold out-
side.
comfycomfy /k�mfi/ (comfier, comfiest) adj
comfortable (informal)
comiccomic /kɒmk/ noun 1. a children’s mag-
azine with pictures and stories 2. a person
who tells jokes to make people laugh � a
well-known TV comic � adj intended to
make people laugh, especially as a per-
formance � a comic poem
comicalcomical /kɒmk(ə)l/ adj strange or silly
in a way that makes people laugh � He
looked rather comical wearing his dad’s
jacket.
comic stripcomic strip /kɒmk strp/ noun a series
of small pictures telling a story or joke,
usually printed in a magazine or newspaper
coming

� coming /k�mŋ/ adj which is about to
happen � The newspaper tells you what
will happen in the coming week in parlia-
ment.
commacomma /kɒmə/ noun a punctuation
mark (,) showing a break in a sentence
command

� command /kə|mɑ
nd/ noun an order
� Don’t start until I give the command. �
The general gave the command to attack. �
in command of in control of � They are
not fully in command of the situation. �

verb (commands, commanding, com-
manded) 1. to order someone to do some-
thing � He commanded the troops to open
fire on the rebels. 2. to be in charge of a
group of people, especially in the armed
forces � He commands a group of volun-
teer soldiers.
commandantcommandant /kɒmənd�nt/ noun the
officer in charge of something such as a
military base
commandeercommandeer /�kɒmən|də/ (comman-
deers, commandeering, commandeered)

Intermediate.fm  Page 117  Monday, August 23, 2004 5:36 PM



commander 118
verb to take over property to be used by the
armed forces
commandercommander /kə|mɑ
ndə/ noun the of-
ficer in charge of a group of soldiers or a
ship � The commander must make sure that
all his soldiers know exactly what they
must do.
commandmentcommandment /kə |mɑ
ndmənt/ noun
a rule
commandocommando /kə |mɑ
ndəυ/ (plural com-
mandos or commandoes) noun 1. a group
of soldiers who are specially trained to at-
tack under difficult circumstances � They
planned a commando attack on the har-
bour. 2. a member of such a group of sol-
diers � Masked commandos burst in
through the door.
commemorate

� commemorate /kə |meməret/
(commemorates, commemorating, com-
memorated) verb to celebrate the memory
of someone, a special occasion, etc.
commemorativecommemorative /kə |mem(ə)rətv/ adj
which commemorates
commence

� commence /kə |mens/ (commences,
commencing, commenced) verb to begin
commencementcommencement /kə |mensmənt/ noun
the beginning � At the commencement of
the service, the priest asked everyone to
stand.
CommencementCommencement /kə |mensmənt/ noun
US a day when degrees are awarded at a
university or college (NOTE: The British
term is degree day or degree ceremony.)
commendcommend /kə |mend/ (commends,
commending, commended) verb to praise
commendablecommendable /kə |mendəb(ə)l/ adj
which should be praised
comment

� comment /kɒment/ noun 1. words
showing what you think about something
[~about/on] � His comments were widely
reported in the newspapers. � The man
made a rude comment about the food. 2.
discussion about a particular issue
[~about/on] � The scandal aroused consid-
erable comment in the press. (NOTE: no plu-
ral in this meaning) � verb (comments,
commenting, commented) to say what
you think about something [~on/~that] �

The film star refused to comment. � He
commented on the lack of towels in the
bathroom. � The judges commented that
the standard had been very high. � ‘no
comment’ I refuse to discuss it in public
commentarycommentary /kɒmənt(ə)ri/ (plural
commentaries) noun 1. a spoken report on
a football match, horse race, etc. � The
match is being shown on Channel 4 with
live commentary also on the radio. 2. re-

marks about a book, a problem, etc. � For
intelligent commentary on current events
you should read the ‘Spectator’.
commentatorcommentator /kɒməntetə/ noun a
person who reports events as they happen,
on the radio or TV
commercecommerce /kɒm#
s/ noun the buying
and selling of goods and services
commercial

� commercial /kə|m#
ʃ(ə)l/ adj 1. re-
lating to business � He is a specialist in
commercial law. 2. used for business pur-
poses and not private or military purposes
� The company makes commercial vehicles
such as taxis and buses. (NOTE: [all adj sens-
es] only used before nouns) � noun an ad-
vertisement on television � Our TV com-
mercial attracted a lot of interest.
commercialismcommercialism /kə |m#
ʃ(ə)lz(ə)m/
noun 1. the principles and methods of buy-
ing and selling goods and services 2. em-
phasis on making a profit rather than on
quality
commiseratecommiserate /kə|mzəret/ (commis-
erates, commiserating, commiserated)
verb to sympathise with someone
[~with/~about/over] � She was commiserat-
ing with me about our theft.
commission

� commission /kə|mʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a
group of people which investigates prob-
lems of national importance � The govern-
ment has appointed a commission to look
into the problem of drugs in schools. 2. an
order for something to be made or to be
used � He received a commission to paint
the portrait of the Prime Minister. 3. the
percentage of sales value given to the sales
representative � She gets 15% commission
on everything she sells. � He charges 10%
commission. 4. an order making someone
an officer � He has a commission in the
Royal Marines. � verb (commissions,
commissioning, commissioned) 1. to au-
thorise someone such as an artist or archi-
tect to do a piece of work; to authorise a
piece of work to be done � The magazine
commissioned him to write a series of arti-
cles on Germany. � The statue was com-
missioned by the veterans’ association. 2.
to make someone an officer � He was com-
missioned into the guards.
commissionercommissioner /kə |mʃ(ə)nə/ noun a
representative of authority
commit

� commit /kə|mt/ (commits, commit-
ting, committed) verb 1. to carry out a
crime � The gang committed six robberies
before they were caught. � He said he was
on holiday in Spain when the murder was
committed. 2. to promise, or make some-
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one promise, something or to do something
[~to] � They didn’t want to commit £5000
all at once. � Under my contract I commit-
ted to the project three days a week. � The
agreement commits us to check the ma-
chine twice a month.
commitment

� commitment /kə |mtmənt/ noun 1. a
responsibility � He has difficulty in meet-
ing his financial commitments. � She has
no family commitments. 2. an agreement to
do something [~to] � She made a firm com-
mitment to be more punctual in future. �

We have the photocopier on one week’s tri-
al, with no commitment to buy. 3. determi-
nation and enthusiasm � He thanked the
staff for their commitment during a diffi-
cult period.
committedcommitted /kə|mtd/ adj firmly believ-
ing in
committee

� committee /kə |mti/ noun an official
group of people who organise or discuss
things for a larger group � The company
has set up a committee to look into sports
facilities. � Committee members will be
asked to vote on the proposal.
commoditycommodity /kə|mɒdti/ (plural com-
modities) noun a product sold in very large
quantities, especially raw materials such as
silver and tin and food such as corn or cof-
fee
common

� common /kɒmən/ adj happening of-
ten, or found everywhere and so not unusu-
al � It’s very common for people to get
colds in winter. � The plane tree is a very
common tree in towns.
common groundcommon ground /�kɒmən (raυnd/
noun the things that two or more people or
groups agree upon
common knowledgecommon knowledge /�kɒmən
nɒld�/ noun something that is generally
known
common lawcommon law /�kɒmən lɔ
/ noun a law
as laid down in decisions of courts, rather
than by statute
commonly

� commonly /kɒmənli/ adv often
commonplacecommonplace /kɒmənples/ adj ordi-
nary, or happening frequently
common roomcommon room /kɒmən ru
m/ noun a
room in which a particular group of people,
e.g. senior students, can relax
common sensecommon sense /�kɒmən sens/ noun
the ability to make sensible decisions and
do the best thing
commotioncommotion /kə|məυʃ(ə)n/ noun noise
and confusion
communalcommunal /kɒmjυn(ə)l, kə |

mju
n(ə)l/ adj belonging to, or able to be
used by, several people

communecommune /kɒmju
n/ noun a group of
people who live together sharing every-
thing � What is it like to live in a com-
mune?
communicate

� communicate /kə|mju
nket/
(communicates, communicating, com-
municated) verb 1. to send or give infor-
mation to someone [~with] � Communicat-
ing with our office in London has been
transformed by email. � Although she is
unable to speak, she can still communicate
by using her hands. 2. to be good at sharing
your thoughts or feelings with other people
[~with] � He finds it difficult to communi-
cate with his children.
communication

� communication /kə |�mju
n |

keʃ(ə)n/ noun the act of passing informa-
tion on to other people [~with/~between] �

Email is the most convenient means of
communication with our friends abroad. �
There is a lack of communication between
the head teacher and the other members of
staff. � plural noun communications 1. a
system of sending information between
people or places � an improved communi-
cations network � Telephone communica-
tions have been restored. 2. the ways peo-
ple use to give information or express their
thoughts and feelings to each other
[~with/~between] � There’s been a break-
down in communications between the
agencies dealing with the case.
communicativecommunicative /kə|mju
nkətv/ adj
friendly and keen to communicate
communion

� communion /kə |mju
niən/ noun fel-
lowship with someone
communiquécommuniqué /kə |mju
nke/ noun an
official announcement
communismcommunism /kɒmjυnz(ə)m/, Com-
munism noun a social system in which all
property is owned and shared by the socie-
ty as a whole and not by individual people
communistcommunist /kɒmjυnst/, Communist
adj referring to communism � The Commu-
nist Party is holding its annual meeting this
weekend. � noun a person who believes in
communism, especially a member of the
Communist Party � He was a Communist
all his life. � The Communists have three
seats on the city council.
community

� community /kə |mju
nti/ (plural
communities) noun a group of people liv-
ing in one area � The local community is
worried about the level of violence in the
streets.
community servicecommunity service /kə|�mju
nti
s#
vs/ noun unpaid work for the benefit
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of the local community, usually done as a
sentence for some minor crime
commute

� commute /kə |mju
t/ (commutes,
commuting, commuted) verb 1. to travel
to work from home each day � He com-
mutes from Oxford to his office in the cen-
tre of London. 2. to reduce a legal penalty
� The prison sentence was commuted to a
fine. � His death sentence was commuted
to life imprisonment. 3. to exchange one
type of payment for another � His pension
has been commuted to a lump sum pay-
ment.
commuter

� commuter /kə|mju
tə/ noun a person
who travels to work in town every day
compactcompact1 /kəm|p�kt/ adj small, espe-
cially because parts are arranged close to-
gether � a compact storage system
compactcompact2 /kɒmp�kt/ noun 1. an agree-
ment � The two companies signed a com-
pact to share their research findings. 2. a
small family car
compact disccompact disc /�kɒmp�kt dsk/ noun
same as CD
companion

� companion /kəm|p�njən/ noun a
person who is with someone � She turned
to her companion and said a few words.
companionshipcompanionship /kəm|p�njənʃp/
noun friendship
company

� company /k�mp(ə)ni/ (plural com-
panies) noun 1. an organisation that offers
a service or that buys and sells goods � She
runs an electrical company. � He set up a
computer company. � It is company policy
not to allow smoking anywhere in the offic-
es. (NOTE: usually written Co. in names:
Smith & Co.) 2. the fact of being together
with other people � I enjoy the company of
young people. 3. a group of people who
work together � a theatre company � in
company with, in the company of with �
She went to Paris in company with or in the
company of three other girls from college.
� to be good company to be a very enter-
taining person to be with � to keep some-
one company to be with someone so that
they are not alone � Would you like to come
with me to keep me company?
comparablecomparable /kɒmp(ə)rəb(ə)l/ adj
which are similar or which can be com-
pared
comparativecomparative /kəm |p�rətv/ adj to a
certain extent, when considered next to
something else � Judged by last year’s per-
formance it is a comparative improvement.
� noun the form of an adjective or adverb
showing an increase in level or strength �
‘Happier’, ‘better’ and ‘more often’ are

the comparatives of ‘happy’, ‘good’ and
‘often’.
comparatively

� comparatively /kəm |p�rətvli/ adv
to a certain extent, more than something
else
compare

� compare /kəm|peə/ (compares,
comparing, compared) verb 1. to look at
two things side by side to see how they are
different � Compare the front with the
back. � The colour of the paint was com-
pared to the sample. 2. � to compare
something to something else to say how
something is like something else � He
compared his mother’s homemade bread to
a lump of wood.
comparison

� comparison /kəm|p�rs(ə)n/ noun
the act of comparing two or more things
[/~with/~between] � He made a comparison
of the different methods available. � in
comparison with when one thing is com-
pared with another � This year, July was
cold in comparison with last year. � there
is no comparison between them one
thing is much better than another
compartment

� compartment /kəm |pɑ
tmənt/ noun
1. a division inside something � the freez-
ing compartment of a fridge � The box is
divided into several compartments. 2. a
separate section in a railway carriage, or in
a ship � There are no compartments in
these trains. � The hold is divided into wa-
tertight compartments.
compass

� compass /k�mpəs/ noun an object
with a needle that points to the north �

They were lost in the mountains without a
compass.
compassioncompassion /kəm |p�ʃ(ə)n/ noun a
feeling of sympathy for someone unfortu-
nate
compassionatecompassionate /kəm |p�ʃ(ə)nət/ adj
showing sympathy with someone who is
ill, etc.
compatiblecompatible /kəm |p�tb(ə)l/ adj 1. �
compatible with something able to fit or
work with something � Make sure the two
computer systems are compatible. 2. �
compatible with someone able to live or
work happily with someone � How their
marriage has lasted so long no one knows
– they’re not at all compatible.
compatriotcompatriot /kəm |p�triət/ noun a per-
son from the same country
compel

� compel /kəm |pel/ (compels, compel-
ling, compelled) verb to force
compellingcompelling /kəm |pelŋ/ adj 1. which
forces you to do something � He used a
very compelling argument against capital
punishment. 2. very exciting or interesting
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compensatecompensate /kɒmpənset/ (compen-
sates, compensating, compensated) verb
1. to make a bad thing seem less serious or
unpleasant [~for] � The high salary com-
pensates for the long hours worked. 2. to
pay someone for damage or a loss [~for] �
The airline refused to compensate him for
his cancelled flight.
compensation

� compensation /�kɒmpən|seʃ(ə)n/
noun 1. something that makes something
bad seem less serious or unpleasant [~for] �
Working in the centre of London has its
compensations. � Four weeks’ holiday is
no compensation for a year’s work in that
office. 2. payment for damage or loss [~for]
� The airline refused to pay any compensa-
tion for his lost luggage.
compete

� compete /kəm |pi
t/ (competes, com-
peting, competed) verb 1. to try to win a
race or a game [~for/~for/~in/~against] �
Teams come from around the world to com-
pete for the cup. � He is competing in both
the 100– and 200-metre races. � She’s
competing against some of the best players
in the world. 2. to try to be more successful
than someone or something in an activity,
especially in business [~with] � We have to
compete with a range of cheap imports.
competence

� competence /kɒmpt(ə)ns/ noun 1.
the quality of being able to do a job or task
well enough � Does she have the necessary
competence in foreign languages? � His
professional competence was well above
the standard required for the job. 2. the
quality of being legally suitable or quali-
fied to do something � The case falls with-
in the competence of the tribunal. � This is
outside the competence of this court.
competentcompetent /kɒmpt(ə)nt/ adj 1. effi-
cient � She is a very competent manager. 2.
legally or officially able to do something �

The organisation is not competent to deal
with this case.
competingcompeting /kəm|pi
tŋ/ adj who or
which are in competition
competition

� competition /�kɒmpə |tʃ(ə)n/ noun
1. an event in which several teams or peo-
ple compete with each other  � France
were the winners of the competition. � He
won first prize in the piano competition. 2.
a situation in business in which one person
or company is trying to do better than an-
other [~from/~between/among/~for] � We
have to keep our prices low because of
competition from cheap imports. � There’s
strong competition between suppliers for
the contract. (NOTE: no plural in this mean-
ing) 3. people or companies who are trying

to do better than you � We have lowered
our prices to try to beat the competition. �
The competition is or are planning to re-
duce their prices. (NOTE: singular in this
meaning, but can take a plural verb)
competitive

� competitive /kəm|pettv/ adj 1. lik-
ing to win competitions � He’s very com-
petitive. 2. having a business advantage, es-
pecially by being cheaper � competitive
prices � We must reduce costs to remain
competitive.
competitorcompetitor /kəm|pettə/ noun 1. a per-
son who enters a competition � All the
competitors lined up for the start of the
race. 2. a company which competes with
another in the same business � Two Ger-
man firms are our main competitors.
compilationcompilation /�kɒmp|leʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
the process of putting things together in a
list or book � The compilation of a diction-
ary is a never-ending task. 2. a work which
has been compiled � His compilation of
jokes from 19th-century magazines has just
been published.
compile

� compile /kəm |pal/ (compiles, com-
piling, compiled) verb to draw up a list �

She compiled a list of all her friends whose
names started with the letter ‘R’. � They
have compiled a mass of data on space
flights.
complacentcomplacent /kəm |ples(ə)nt/ adj satis-
fied with yourself
complain

� complain /kəm|plen/ (complains,
complaining, complained) verb to say that
something is not good or does not work
properly [~to/~about/~(that)] � The shop is
so cold the staff have started complaining.
� She complained to me about the mistake
on her bill. � They are complaining that
our prices are too high.
complaint

� complaint /kəm |plent/ noun 1. an
occasion when someone says that some-
thing is not good enough or does not work
properly [~about/] � She sent her letter of
complaint about the standard of service to
the directors. 2. an illness � She was admit-
ted to hospital with a kidney complaint.
complementcomplement1 /kɒmplmənt/ noun 1. a
thing which adds to or fits in with some-
thing else [~to] � Mint sauce is the perfect
complement to roast lamb. 2. a noun or ad-
jective which follows the verbs ‘be’ or ‘be-
come’ � In the sentence ‘he’s a big boy’ the
words ‘a big boy’ are the complement of
the verb ‘is’.
complementcomplement2 /kɒmplment/ (comple-
ments, complementing, complemented)
verb to fit in with something � The two col-

Intermediate.fm  Page 121  Monday, August 23, 2004  5:36 PM



complementary 122
ours complement each other perfectly. �

Her jewellery complemented the colour of
her hair. (NOTE: Do not confuse with com-
pliment.)
complementarycomplementary /�kɒmpl |ment(ə)ri/
adj which fits in with something by offer-
ing things which the other thing does not
have (NOTE: Do not confuse with compli-
mentary.)
complete

� complete /kəm |pli
t/ adj 1. with all its
parts � He has a complete set of the new
stamps. 2. finished � The building is nearly
complete. (NOTE: used after a verb) 3. used
for emphasis � The trip was a complete
waste of money. � verb (completes, com-
pleting, completed) 1. to finish something
� The builders completed the whole job in
two days. 2. to fill in a form � When you
have completed the application form, send
it to us in the envelope provided.
completely

� completely /kəm|pli
tli/ adv totally �
The town was completely destroyed in the
earthquake. � I completely forgot about my
dentist’s appointment.
completioncompletion /kəm |pli
ʃ(ə)n/ noun the act
of finishing � With the completion of the
Channel Tunnel, travel to France became
much easier. � The bridge is nearing com-
pletion.
complex

� complex /kɒmpleks/ adj complicated
� This really is a complex problem. � The
specifications for the machine are very
complex. � noun 1. a group of buildings �
The council has built a new sports com-
plex. 2. a worry or an unreasonable fear �
He has a complex about going bald.
complexioncomplexion /kəm |plekʃən/ noun the
colour of the skin on your face
complexity

� complexity /kəm|pleksti/ noun the
fact of being complex � The report was de-
layed because of the complexity of the
problems.
compliance

� compliance /kəm|plaəns/ noun
agreement to do what is ordered
compliantcompliant /kəm |plaənt/ adj agreeing to
do something or to obey the rules
complicate

� complicate /kɒmplket/ (compli-
cates, complicating, complicated) verb to
make things complicated
complicated

� complicated /kɒmplketd/ adj dif-
ficult to understand, with many small de-
tails � It is a complicated subject. � It’s all
getting too complicated – let’s try and keep
it simple. � Chess has quite complicated
rules. � The route to get to our house is
rather complicated, so I’ll draw you a map.
complicationcomplication /�kɒmpl |keʃ(ə)n/ noun
1. something that causes difficulties 2. an

illness occurring because of or during an-
other illness � She appeared to be getting
better, but complications set in. (NOTE: usu-
ally plural)
complicitycomplicity /kəm|plsti/ noun the fact of
being involved in a crime as an accomplice
complimentcompliment1 /kɒmplmənt/ noun a
nice thing that you say to someone about
their appearance or about something good
they have done � I’ve had so many compli-
ments about my new hairstyle today!
complimentcompliment2 /kɒmplment/ (compli-
ments, complimenting, complimented)
verb to praise someone or tell them how
nice they look [~on] � She complimented
me on my work. (NOTE: Do not confuse with
complement.)
complimentary

� complimentary /�kɒmpl|

ment(ə)ri/ adj full of praise � He was very
complimentary about her dress. � The re-
views of his book are very complimentary.
component

� component /kəm |pəυnənt/ noun a
small part of something larger, especially a
small piece of a machine � a manufacturer
of computer components � Each section of
the plan is broken down into separate com-
ponents. � adj forming part of something
larger
composecompose /kəm|pəυz/ (composes, com-
posing, composed) verb to write some-
thing, thinking carefully about it � He sat
down to compose a letter to his family. � It
took Mozart only three days to compose his
fifth piano concerto.
composedcomposed /kəm |pəυzd/ adj not flus-
tered � The accused man sat in the dock
looking very calm and composed.
composercomposer /kəm |pəυzə/ noun a person
who writes music
compositecomposite /kɒmpəzt/ adj made of
several different parts
composition

� composition /�kɒmpə|zʃ(ə)n/ noun
1. something which has been composed,
e.g. a poem or piece of music � We will
now play a well-known composition by
Dowland. 2. an essay or piece of writing on
a special subject � We had three hours to
write a composition on ‘pollution’.
compostcompost /kɒmpɒst/ noun rotted leaves,
etc., used as a fertiliser
composurecomposure /kəm |pəυ�ə/ noun calm-
ness
compoundcompound /kɒmpaυnd/ adj made up of
several parts � The word ‘address book’ is
a compound noun. � noun 1. a chemical
made up of two or more elements � Water
is a compound of two gases, oxygen and
hydrogen. 2. buildings and land enclosed
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by a fence � Soldiers were guarding the
prison compound. � Guard dogs patrol the
compound at night.
comprehendcomprehend /�kɒmpr |hend/ (compre-
hends, comprehending, comprehended)
verb to understand  (formal )
comprehensiblecomprehensible /�kɒmpr |

hensəb(ə)l/ adj which can be understood
comprehension

� comprehension /�kɒmpr |henʃən/
noun understanding � beyond someone’s
comprehension quite impossible for
someone to understand � His actions are
beyond my comprehension.
comprehensive

� comprehensive /�kɒmpr |hensv/
noun same as comprehensive school
comprehensive schoolcomprehensive school /�kɒmpr |

hensv sku
l/ noun a state school for chil-
dren of all abilities
compresscompress /kəm|pres/ (compresses,
compressing, compressed) verb to
squeeze into a small space � The garden
centre sells peat compressed into large
bags. � I tried to compress the data onto
one page, but couldn’t do it.
comprise

� comprise /kəm|praz/ (comprises,
comprising, comprised) verb to be made
up of
compromisecompromise /kɒmprəmaz/ noun an
agreement between two opposing sides,
where each side gives way a little
[~on/~with] � They reached a compromise
on the price after some discussion. � There
is no question of a compromise with the
terrorists. � verb (compromises, compro-
mising, compromised) 1. to come to an
agreement by giving way a little
[~on/~with] � He asked £15 for it, I offered
£7 and we compromised on £10. � The
government has refused to compromise
with the terrorists. 2. to put someone in a
difficult position [~over] � Now that he has
been compromised over the issue of trust,
he has had to withdraw as a candidate. 3.
to do something which reveals a secret �
The security code has been compromised.
compromisingcompromising /kɒmprəmazŋ/ adj
embarrassing
compulsioncompulsion /kəm|p�lʃən/ noun a force
or urge
compulsivecompulsive /kəm |p�lsv/ adj not able
to stop yourself doing something
compulsorycompulsory /kəm|p�lsəri/ adj essen-
tial, or required by a rule or law � a com-
pulsory charge for admission � It is com-
pulsory to complete all pages of the form.
computer

� computer /kəm|pju
tə/ noun an elec-
tronic machine which processes and keeps
information automatically, and which can

be used for connecting to the Internet and
sending emails � on computer kept in a
computer � All our company records are
on computer.
computer-aided designcomputer-aided design /kəm|

�pju
tər �edd d|zan/ noun the use of
computer software in designing things
computer-literatecomputer-literate /kəm |�pju
tə
lt(ə)rət/ adj able to use a computer
computingcomputing /kəm |pju
tŋ/ noun the use
of computers
comradecomrade /kɒmred/ noun 1. a friend or
companion, especially a soldier � We re-
member old comrades buried in foreign
cemeteries. 2. a fellow member of a social-
ist or communist party � All comrades
must attend the party meeting.
con

� con /kɒn/ noun a trick done to try to get
money from someone � Trying to get us to
pay him for ten hours’ work was just a con.
� conman � verb (cons, conning, conned)
to trick someone to try to get money � They
conned the bank into lending them
£25,000. � He conned the old lady out of
all her savings.
concaveconcave /kɒnkev/ adj (of a surface)
rounded inwards like the inside of a spoon
concealconceal /kən|si
l/ (conceals, conceal-
ing, concealed) verb 1. to hide something
or put it where it cannot be seen � He tried
to conceal the camera by putting it under
his coat. 2. to prevent someone from dis-
covering some information � He concealed
the fact that he had a brother in prison.
concede

� concede /kən|si
d/ (concedes, con-
ceding, conceded) verb 1. to admit that
you are wrong [~that] � She conceded that
this time she had been mistaken. 2. � to
concede defeat to admit that you have lost
� With half the votes counted, the presiden-
tial candidate conceded defeat.
conceitconceit /kən |si
t/ noun a high opinion of
yourself
conceitedconceited /kən|si
td/ adj thinking that
you are better, more intelligent, or more
talented than other people � He’s the most
conceited and selfish person I’ve ever
known.
conceivableconceivable /kən|si
vəb(ə)l/ adj which
can be imagined
conceive

� conceive /kən |si
v/ (conceives, con-
ceiving, conceived) verb 1. to become
pregnant � After two years of marriage she
was beginning to think she would never
conceive. 2. � to be conceived (of a child)
to start existence in the mother’s body �
Our little girl was conceived during a pow-
er cut in New York. 3. to think of a plan �
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They conceived the idea for a big celebra-
tion in several countries at the same time.
4. to imagine something, or imagine doing
something [~of/~how/what etc] � I can’t
conceive of any occasion where I would
wear a dress like that. � It is difficult to
conceive how people can be so cruel.
concentrate

� concentrate /kɒnsəntret/ verb
(concentrates, concentrating, concen-
trated) 1. to give your careful attention to
something [~on] � The exam candidates
were all concentrating on their questions
when the electricity went off. 2. to put eve-
rything together in one place � The enemy
guns are concentrated on top of that hill. �
noun a substance which has been concen-
trated by extracting some of the water in it
� lemon concentrate
concentrated

� concentrated /kɒnsəntretd/ adj 1.
from which water has been extracted, so
giving a very strong taste � a bottle of con-
centrated orange juice 2. very determined
to do something � With a little concentrat-
ed effort we should be able to do it.
concentration

� concentration /�kɒnsən |treʃ(ə)n/
noun 1. the act of thinking carefully about
something � A loud conversation in the
next room disturbed my concentration. �
His concentration slipped and he lost the
next two games. 2. a lot of things together
in one area � the concentration of compu-
ter companies in the south of Scotland �

The concentration of wild animals round
the water hole makes it easy for lions to
catch their prey.
concentration campconcentration camp /�kɒnsən |

treʃ(ə)n k�mp/ noun a harsh camp, of-
ten for political prisoners
concentricconcentric /kɒn|sentrk/ adj used for
describing circles and spheres of different
sizes with the same centre
concept

� concept /kɒnsept/ noun an idea
about something or about how something
works � I’ll quickly explain the basic con-
cepts of safe working in this environment.
conception

� conception /kən|sepʃən/ noun 1. the
fact of becoming pregnant � Birth takes
place about nine months after conception.
2. an understanding of what something is
like � She has no conception of how long it
can take to prepare a good lesson.
concern

� concern /kən |s#
n/ verb (concerns,
concerning, concerned) 1. to have a par-
ticular thing as a subject � The film con-
cerns or is concerned with children grow-
ing up in the 1950s. � the letter concerns
you the letter is about you � that does not
concern him it has nothing to do with him

� as far as something is concerned used
for introducing the subject of a comment �
The end of June is too soon, as far as deliv-
ery is concerned. � to concern yourself
with something to deal with something �
You needn’t concern yourself with cleaning
the shop. 2. to make someone worry [~that]
� I am concerned that he is always late for
work. � noun 1. worry [~about/over/at/~to]
� We have a major concern about the late
delivery. � Her health has been a great
concern to her family. 2. interest [~for] �
My main concern is to ensure that we all
enjoy ourselves. � The adults in the group
seemed to show no concern at all for the
children’s safety. � it is not someone’s
concern it’s nothing to do with someone �
I don’t care what they do with the money –
it’s not my concern. 3. a company or busi-
ness � a big German chemical concern
concerned

� concerned /kən |s#
nd/ adj 1. worried
� She looked concerned. � I could tell
something was wrong by the concerned
look on her face. � We are concerned about
her behaviour – do you think she is having
problems at school? 2. involved in or af-
fected by something � I’ll speak to the par-
ents concerned. 3. showing interest in
something � I’m concerned to know what
people thought after the information ses-
sion.
concerning

� concerning /kən |s#
nŋ/ prep about;
on the subject of (formal) � He filled in a
questionnaire concerning holidays. � I’d
like to speak to Mr Robinson concerning
his application for insurance. � Anyone
with information concerning this person
should get in touch with the police.
concert

� concert /kɒnsət/ noun an occasion on
which music is played in public � I
couldn’t go to the concert, so I gave my
ticket to a friend.
concerto

concerto /kən|tʃeətəυ/ (plural concer-
tos or concerti) noun a piece of music for
a single instrument and orchestra, or for a
small group of instruments
concession

concession /kən |seʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the
act of allowing someone do something you
do not really want them to do [~on/~to] � As
a concession, we let the children stay out
until 11 on Saturdays. � We have already
made concessions on pay and conditions. �
They avoided the subject for a while, as a
concession to her feelings of disappoint-
ment. 2. � to make concessions to some-
one to change your plans so as to please
someone � The Prime Minister has said
that no concessions will be made to the ter-
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rorists. 3. a licence to do something [~to] �
a concession to extract oil or an oil conces-
sion
concessionaryconcessionary /kən |seʃ(ə)nəri/ adj
given as a concession � Concessionary
rates are offered to OAPs and students.
conciliationconciliation /kən|�sli |eʃ(ə)n/ noun the
bringing together of the parties in a disa-
greement with a third party, so that the dis-
agreement can be settled through a series
of talks
conciliatoryconciliatory /kən |sliət(ə)ri/ adj which
aims to make people agree to settle a disa-
greement
conciseconcise /kən|sas/ adj short, using only a
few words
conclude

� conclude /kən|klu
d/ (concludes,
concluding, concluded) verb 1. to end, or
come to an end [~with] � The concert con-
cluded with a piece by Mozart. � He con-
cluded by thanking all those who had
helped arrange the exhibition. 2. to come
to an opinion from the information availa-
ble [~(that)] � The police concluded that the
thief had got into the building through the
broken kitchen window. 3. � to conclude
an agreement with someone to arrange an
agreement with someone
concludingconcluding /kən |klu
dŋ/ adj last
conclusion

� conclusion /kən |klu
�(ə)n/ noun 1.
the end of something  � At the conclusion
of the trial all the accused were found
guilty. 2. an opinion which you reach after
thinking carefully [~that] � She came to or
reached the conclusion that he had found
another girlfriend. � What conclusions can
you draw from the evidence?
conclusiveconclusive /kən |klu
sv/ adj which of-
fers firm proof
concoctconcoct /kən|kɒkt/ (concocts, con-
cocting, concocted) verb 1. to make up or
invent a story � However unbelievable the
story is, it is not something which he has
concocted. 2. to make a dish of food � I’m
always a bit dubious about the dishes she
concocts for us when she invites us to din-
ner. (NOTE: + concoction n)
concourseconcourse /kɒŋkɔ
s/ noun a large en-
trance area in a railway station or airport
concrete

� concrete /kɒŋkri
t/ noun a mixture
of a grey powder called cement, and sand,
used in building � Concrete was invented
by the Romans. � The pavement is made of
slabs of concrete. � adj 1. made of concrete
� a concrete path 2. firm or definite, rather
than vague � The police are sure he is
guilty, but they have no concrete evidence
against him. � I need to see some concrete

proposals very soon. 3. referring to some-
thing with a physical structure � A stone is
a concrete object.
concrete nounconcrete noun /�kɒŋkri
t naυn/ noun
a word which gives the name of a physical
thing, e.g. ‘clock’ or ‘elephant’
concurconcur /kən|k#
/ (concurs, concurring,
concurred) verb to agree (formal) � I con-
cur with your point of view.
concussionconcussion /kən |k�ʃ(ə)n/ noun a
shock to the brain caused by being hit on
the head
condemncondemn /kən |dem/ (condemns, con-
demning, condemned) verb 1. to say
strongly that you do not approve of some-
thing � She condemned the police for their
treatment of the prisoners. 2. to sentence a
criminal � She was condemned to death.
condemnationcondemnation /�kɒndem |neʃ(ə)n/
noun saying that you do not approve of
something
condensationcondensation /�kɒnden |seʃ(ə)n/ noun
steam which becomes a film of water on a
cold surface
condensecondense /kən |dens/ (condenses, con-
densing, condensed) verb 1. to reduce the
size of something � The article was sent
back to the author with a note asking her to
condense it. 2. to make a liquid become
thicker � He opened a tin of condensed
soup. 3. (of steam) to form drops of water �
Vapour will condense when it is cooled.
condescendingcondescending /�kɒnd |sendŋ/ adj
behaving in a way which shows you think
you are a better person than someone else
condition

� condition /kən |dʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a
state that something or someone is in � The
car is in very good condition. � He was
taken to hospital when his condition got
worse. 2. something which has to be agreed
before something else is done � They
didn’t agree with some of the conditions of
the contract. � One of conditions of the
deal is that the company pays all travel
costs. � on condition that only if � I will
come on condition that you pay my fare.
conditionalconditional /kən|dʃ(ə)n(ə)l/ adj 1. pro-
vided that certain things take place 2. �
conditional on subject to certain condi-
tions � The offer is conditional on the
board’s acceptance. � noun a part of a verb
which shows that something might happen
� ‘I would come’ is a conditional form of
‘to come.’
conditionerconditioner /kən |dʃ(ə)nə/ noun a liq-
uid which you use on hair or clothes after
washing them to make them feel smooth
and soft � The hairdresser asked me if I
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wanted some conditioner after the sham-
poo. � I always use a combined shampoo
and conditioner.
condolences

condolences /kən|dəυlənsz/ plural
noun expressions of feeling sad, especially
at the death of someone � He expressed his
condolences to the company on the death
of their founder. � We sent our condolences
to his wife, whom we know very well.
condom

condom /kɒndɒm/ noun a rubber cover-
ing put over the penis before sex as a pro-
tection against infection and also to pre-
vent the woman from becoming pregnant
condominium

condominium /�kɒndə|mniəm/ noun
US 1. a building where each apartment is
owned by the person who lives in it �
They’re building a condominium on the
site of the old hospital. 2. an apartment in a
condominium � His cousin has just bought
an expensive condominium in Malibu.
(NOTE: often shortened to condo)
condone

condone /kən|dəυn/ (condones, con-
doning, condoned) verb to excuse or for-
give something such as a fault or crime
conductconduct1 /kɒnd�kt/ noun a way of be-
having � His conduct in class is becoming
worse. � Her conduct during the trial was
remarkably calm.
conduct

conduct2 /kən|d�kt/ (conducts, con-
ducting, conducted) verb 1. to do some-
thing in an organised or particular way
(formal) � I don’t like the way they conduct
their affairs. � They are conducting an ex-
periment into the effect of TV advertising.
� to conduct yourself to behave in a par-
ticular way � I was impressed by the calm
way in which she conducted herself. � The
children conducted themselves well during
the long speeches. 2. to direct or take some-
one to a place � The were conducted to
their seats. 3. to direct the way in which a
musician or singer performs � The orches-
tra was conducted by a Russian conductor.
4. to allow electricity or heat to pass
through � Copper conducts electricity very
well.
conductor

� conductor /kən|d�ktə/ noun 1. the
person who sells tickets on a bus 2. the per-
son who directs the way an orchestra plays
3. a metal or other substance through
which electricity or heat can pass � Copper
is a good conductor but plastic is not.
cone

� cone /kəυn/ noun a shape which is
round at the base, rising to a point above �

He rolled the newspaper to form a cone.
cone off phrasal verb to cut off part of a
road with cones

confectioneryconfectionery /kən|fekʃən(ə)ri/ noun
sweets and cakes
confederationconfederation /kən |�fedə |reʃ(ə)n/
noun a group of states or organisations
confer

� confer /kən |f#
/ (confers, conferring,
conferred) verb 1. to discuss [~with] � The
leader of the Council conferred with the
Town Clerk. 2. to give something such as a
responsibility, legal right or honour to
someone [~on] (formal ) � the powers con-
ferred on the council by law
conference

� conference /kɒnf(ə)rəns/ noun 1. a
large meeting where people who are inter-
ested in the same thing come together [~on]
� an international conference on the envi-
ronment � to be in conference to be in a
meeting 2. a meeting of a group or society
[~on] � the annual conference of the Green
party 3. a meeting to discuss something
[~on] � The managers had a quick confer-
ence on what action to take.
conference callconference call /kɒnf(ə)rəns kɔ
l/
noun a telephone conversation involving
three or more people using special equip-
ment so that they can all talk to each other
confessconfess /kən|fes/ (confesses, confess-
ing, confessed) verb to admit that you
have committed a crime or done something
wrong [~to/~(that)] � He confessed to six
burglaries. � She confessed that she had
forgotten to lock the door.
confessionconfession /kən |feʃ(ə)n/ noun a state-
ment in which someone admits they have
committed a crime or done something
wrong � The prisoner said his confession
had been forced from him by the police. � I
was surprised by her confession of igno-
rance about the correct procedures to fol-
low. � I have a confession to make – I for-
got to send the cheque.
confetticonfetti /kən|feti/ noun small pieces of
coloured paper thrown over the bride and
bridegroom after a wedding
confidantconfidant /kɒnfd�nt/ noun a person to
whom someone tells secrets
confidanteconfidante /kɒnfd�nt/ noun a woman
to whom someone tells secrets
confide

� confide /kən |fad/ (confides, confid-
ing, confided) verb to tell someone a secret
� He has always confided in his mother.
confidence

� confidence /kɒnfd(ə)ns/ noun 1. a
feeling of being sure about your own or
someone else’s abilities [~in/~(that)] � He
hasn’t got much confidence in himself. � I
have confidence that he’ll succeed in per-
suading them to do it. 2. the fact of being
secret � in confidence as a secret � He
showed me the report in confidence.
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confident

� confident /kɒnfd(ə)nt/ adj sure that
you or something will be successful � I am
confident (that) the show will go off well. �
She’s confident of doing well in the exam.
confidential

� confidential /�kɒnf |denʃəl/ adj se-
cret or private � This information is strictly
confidential.
confidentlyconfidently /kɒnfdəntli/ adv in a way
which shows that you are confident � She
walked confidently into the interview room.
configuration

� configuration /kən|�f(jə |reʃ(ə)n/
noun 1. the shape or design of something �
Just looking at the configuration of the
wires on a telephone exchange makes the
mind boggle. 2. the way in which the hard-
ware and software of a computer system
are planned � The machine uses RAM to
store system configuration information.
confine

� confine /kən |fan/ (confines, confin-
ing, confined) verb 1. to keep in one small
place � The tigers were confined in a small
cage with no room to move around. 2. to
limit � Make sure you confine your answer
to the subject in the question.
confinementconfinement /kən |fanmənt/ noun the
fact of being in prison � He was kept in sol-
itary confinement for seven weeks.
confinesconfines /kɒnfanz/ plural noun 1. the
borders or edges of a place 2. the limits of
something such as an activity or topic of
study
confirm

� confirm /kən |f#
m/ (confirms, con-
firming, confirmed) verb to say that some-
thing is certain [~(that)] � The dates of the
concerts have been confirmed by the pop
group’s manager. � The photograph con-
firmed that the result of the race was a
dead heat. � We have been told that she left
the country last month – can you confirm
that?
confirmedconfirmed /kən |f#
md/ adj permanently
in a certain state, and not wanting to
change
confiscateconfiscate /kɒnfsket/ (confiscates,
confiscating, confiscated) verb to take
away someone’s possessions as a punish-
ment (NOTE: + confiscation n)
conflictconflict1 /kɒnflkt/ noun 1. a strong dis-
agreement or argument [~over] � conflict
over whose responsibility it was to notify
the change 2. fighting [~with] � The govern-
ment is engaged in armed conflict with
rebel forces. � to come into conflict with
someone to start to disagree strongly with
someone � They soon came into conflict
over who should be in charge.
conflictconflict2 /kən |flkt/ (conflicts, conflict-
ing, conflicted) verb 1. to disagree with

someone or something [~with] � His ver-
sion of events conflicts with that of his
partner. 2. � they gave conflicting advice
different people gave pieces of advice
which were the opposite of each other
conform

� conform /kən |fɔ
m/ (conforms, con-
forming, conformed) verb to act in the
same way as other people
conformistconformist /kən|fɔ
mst/ noun a person
who acts in the same way as other people
confoundconfound /kən|faυnd/ (confounds,
confounding, confounded) verb to make
someone feel surprised or confused
confrontconfront /kən |fr�nt/ (confronts, con-
fronting, confronted) verb 1. to threaten
someone by approaching them � Don’t
confront a burglar on your own – he may
be armed. 2. to be willing to deal with a
difficult situation � We need to confront
these issues before they get out of control.
confrontationconfrontation /�kɒnfr�n |teʃ(ə)n/
noun an angry meeting between opposing
sides [~with] � To avoid confrontation with
the fans of the opposing team, the support-
ers will be kept as far apart as possible.
confrontationalconfrontational /�kɒnfr�n |

teʃ(ə)n(ə)l/ adj always arguing and caus-
ing difficulties
confuseconfuse /kən |fju
z/ (confuses, confus-
ing, confused) verb 1. to make someone
feel that they cannot understand something
� She was confused by all the journalists’
questions. 2. to mix things or people up �
The twins are so alike I am always confus-
ing them. � I always confuse him with his
brother – they are very alike.
confused

� confused /kən|fju
zd/ adj unable to
understand or to think clearly � I’m a bit
confused – did we say 8 p.m. or 8.30? �

Grandmother used to get rather confused
in her old age.
confusing

� confusing /kən|fju
zŋ/ adj difficult
to understand � They found the instructions
on the computer very confusing.
confusion

� confusion /kən|fju
�(ə)n/ noun 1. a
state of not knowing what to do or how to
decide something [~about/over/as to] � Her
reply just created more confusion over who
was responsible. 2. a state in which things
are not organised in the correct way or are
not clear � There were scenes of confusion
at the airport when the snow stopped all
flights. � in confusion not able to decide
what is happening or what to do � He was
looking at the letter in great confusion.
congealcongeal /kən|d�i
l/ (congeals, congeal-
ing, congealed) verb (of liquid) to become
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solid (NOTE: When referring to blood, the
usual word to use is clot.)
congenialcongenial /kən|d�i
niəl/ adj pleasant or
friendly
congenitalcongenital /kən|d�ent(ə)l/ adj (of an ill-
ness or other medical problem) which exists
at or before birth
congestedcongested /kən |d�estd/ adj blocked or
crowded � Following the accident, all the
roads round the station soon became con-
gested. � Something has to be done about
London’s congested road system.
congestioncongestion /kən |d�estʃən/ noun 1. a
situation where a place is filled with people
or traffic 2. a condition in which a part of
your body such as your nose is blocked
with mucus � This spray should clear
bronchial and nasal congestion.
conglomerateconglomerate /kən|(lɒmərət/ noun a
group of companies, each making very dif-
ferent types of products
conglomerationconglomeration /kən |�(lɒmə|reʃ(ə)n/
noun a mass of things collected together
congratulatecongratulate /kən |(r�tʃυlet/ (con-
gratulates, congratulating, congratulat-
ed) verb 1. to tell someone that you are
very pleased that they have been successful
[~on] � I want to congratulate you on your
promotion. 2. to give someone your best
wishes on a special occasion [~on] � He
congratulated them on their silver wedding
anniversary.
congratulation

� congratulation /kən |�(r�tʃυ |

leʃ(ə)n/ noun praise for someone who
has done well [~on] � His grandparents
sent him a letter of congratulation on pass-
ing his degree. � plural noun congratula-
tions an expression of good wishes to
someone who has done well or who is cel-
ebrating a special occasion � a congratula-
tions card � Congratulations – you’re our
millionth customer! � Congratulations on
passing your exam! � The office sent him
their congratulations on his wedding.
congregatecongregate /kɒŋ(r(et/ (congre-
gates, congregating, congregated) verb
to gather together
congregation

� congregation /�kɒŋ(r |(eʃ(ə)n/
noun the people who meet together in a
church
congresscongress /kɒŋ(res/ noun a meeting of
a group
Congress

� Congress /kɒŋ(res/ noun the legis-
lative body of the USA, formed of the
House of Representatives and the Senate
conicalconical /kɒnk(ə)l/ adj shaped like a
cone

coniferconifer /kɒnfə/ noun a tree with long
thin leaves called needles which stay green
all year, and which produces fruit in the
form of cones
conjectureconjecture /kən|d�ektʃə/ noun the
process of guessing something when you
do not have all the information you need �
It was pure conjecture on my part.
conjugalconjugal /kɒnd�υ((ə)l/ adj referring to
marriage
conjugateconjugate /kɒnd�υ(et/ (conjugates,
conjugating, conjugated) verb 1. to state
the forms of a verb 2. (of verbs) to have dif-
ferent grammatical forms
conjunctionconjunction /kən |d��ŋkʃən/ noun a
word which connects different sections of
a sentence. ‘and’ and ‘but’ are conjunc-
tions. � in conjunction with someone or
something together with someone or
something � The icy road in conjunction
with fog made driving very difficult.
conjureconjure /k�nd�ə/ (conjures, conjuring,
conjured) verb 1. to do magic tricks with
objects such as cards � Here is a picture of
a magician conjuring a rabbit out of a hat.
2. to produce something as if by magic 3.
also conjure up to bring an idea or image
into someone’s mind � His writing about
the south of France conjures up scents of
lavender and olive oil.
conjurerconjurer /kənd�ərə/, conjuror noun a
person who does magic tricks with objects
such as cards
conmanconman /kɒnm�n/ (plural conmen)
noun a person who tricks people in order to
get money, by making them believe some-
thing (informal)
connect

� connect /kə |nekt/ (connects, con-
necting, connected) verb 1. to join one
thing to another [~to] � The computer
should have been connected to the printer.
� Connect the two red wires together. 2. to
link one person or thing with another
[~with] � They found nothing to connect
him with the family apart from the fact they
had been on holiday in the same hotel. 3. to
make it possible for a telephone or a com-
puter to be used for communicating with
others � Has the telephone been connected
yet? 4. to arrive before another train, plane,
bus or boat leaves, so that you can continue
your journey easily � The plane from New
York connects with the plane to Athens.
connection

� connection /kə|nekʃən/ noun 1. a re-
lationship between things [~between/~with]
� There is a definite connection between
smoking and lung cancer. 2. a bus, train or
plane which you catch after getting off an-
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other means of transport [~to] � My train
was late and I missed my connection to
Birmingham. 3. a particular way of com-
municating remotely � an Internet connec-
tion 4. a point at which two different pieces
of equipment join � There is a loose con-
nection somewhere. � plural noun connec-
tions people you know � He has business
connections in Argentina. � in connection
with relating to � I’m writing in connection
with your visit.
connectorconnector /kə |nektə/, connecter noun
something which connects things, espe-
cially two pieces of equipment, or parts of
a single object or structure
connoisseurconnoisseur /�kɒnə|s#
/ noun an ex-
pert, a person who knows a lot about some-
thing
connotationconnotation /�kɒnə |teʃ(ə)n/ noun an
additional meaning
conquerconquer /kɒŋkə/ (conquers, conquer-
ing, conquered) verb 1. to defeat people by
force � The army had conquered most of
the country. 2. to change a negative emo-
tion or type of behaviour successfully � I
eventually conquered my fear of flying.
conquerorconqueror /kɒŋkərə/ noun a person
who takes control of a country by force
conquest

� conquest /kɒŋkwest/ noun 1. the act
of taking control of a country or people by
force � the Norman Conquest in 1066 2. a
country or person that has been conquered
conscience

� conscience /kɒnʃəns/ noun a feel-
ing that you have done right or wrong
conscientiousconscientious /�kɒnʃi |enʃəs/ adj
working carefully and well � She’s a very
conscientious worker.
conscious

� conscious /kɒnʃəs/ adj awake and
able to know what is happening around you
� She was conscious during the minor op-
eration on her toe. � a conscious decision
a decision which you have thought careful-
ly about � Refusing the offer was a con-
scious decision on his part. � He made a
conscious decision to try to avoid her in fu-
ture.
consciouslyconsciously /kɒnʃəsli/ adv in a delib-
erate or active way � I wasn’t consciously
ignoring her – I just didn’t notice her. � He
doesn’t consciously remember locking the
door.
consciousness

� consciousness /kɒnʃəsnəs/ noun
the fact of being conscious � to lose con-
sciousness to become unconscious
conscriptconscript1 /kɒnskrpt/ noun a person
who is made to join the armed services �
The conscripts had hardly any time to train
before being sent to the front.

conscript

conscript2 /kən|skrpt/ (conscripts,
conscripting, conscripted) verb to order
someone to join the armed services � All
men under 35 were conscripted into the
armed forces.
consecrateconsecrate /kɒnskret/ (conse-
crates, consecrating, consecrated) verb
to perform a religious ceremony to make
something such as a building or someone
such as a king or priest holy � The bishop
was consecrated in the cathedral.
consecutiveconsecutive /kən|sekjυtv/ adj follow-
ing one after the other
consensus

� consensus /kən|sensəs/ noun an
opinion which most people agree on
consent

� consent /kən |sent/ noun agreement
[~to] � Doctors must obtain a patient’s con-
sent to any operation.
consequence

� consequence /kɒnskwəns/ noun
1. something which happens because of
something else [/~for] � If we lose this or-
der, the consequences for the firm will be
disastrous. � Smoking has serious health
consequences. 2. importance (formal) � as
a consequence as a result � We queued for
two hours in the rain, and as a conse-
quence all of us got colds. � of no conse-
quence not important � What he thinks
about the situation is of no consequence.
consequentconsequent /kɒnskwənt/ adj which
follows as a result of something
consequently

� consequently /kɒnskwəntli/ adv
because of this � We walked all day in the
rain and consequently all caught colds.
conservation

� conservation /�kɒnsə |veʃ(ə)n/
noun the careful use of things such as ener-
gy or natural resources � The company is
spending more money on energy conserva-
tion.
conservationist

� conservationist /�kɒnsə |

veʃ(ə)nst/ noun a person who encourag-
es the preservation of the countryside and
the careful management of natural resourc-
es
conservatism

conservatism /kən |s#
vətz(ə)m/
noun 1. the fact that someone is conserva-
tive � the basic conservatism of British
farmers 2. the ideas and beliefs of the Con-
servative political party � Conservatism
had a great effect on British society during
the 1980s.
conservative

� conservative /kən |s#
vətv/ adj not
wanting to change � He has very conserv-
ative views.
ConservativeConservative /kən |s#
vətv/ noun a
member of the Conservative Party
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conservatoireconservatoire /kən|s#
vətwɑ
/ noun a
school or college where music is the only
subject of study
conservatoryconservatory /kən|s#
vət(ə)ri/ (plural
conservatories) noun 1. a room with large
windows, where you keep tropical flowers
and plants � With its glass roof and win-
dows, our conservatory becomes very hot
in the summer. 2. US same as conserva-
toire
conserveconserve1 /kən|s#
v/ (conserves, con-
serving, conserved) verb 1. to keep, not to
waste � a government programme to con-
serve energy 2. to look after and keep in the
same state � Our committee aims to con-
serve the wildlife in our area.
conserveconserve2 /kɒns#
v/ noun pieces of
fruit in a thick sweet liquid � peach con-
serve
consider

� consider /kən |sdə/ (considers, con-
sidering, considered) verb 1. to think
carefully about something
[~that/~what/whether etc] � Please consid-
er seriously the offer that we are making. �
We need to consider whether we really
need it. � to consider doing something to
think about taking a particular course of
action � I considered training as a teacher.
2. to regard someone or something in a par-
ticular way � Do you consider him the
right man for the job? � She is considered
(to be) one of the best lawyers in town. � all
things considered used for saying that
you have thought about all aspects of a sit-
uation, including the bad ones � All things
considered, the party went off quite well.
considerable

� considerable /kən|sd(ə)rəb(ə)l/ adj
fairly large � He lost a considerable
amount of money at the horse race.
considerably

� considerably /kən|sd(ə)rəbli/ adv
to a fairly large extent
considerateconsiderate /kən |sd(ə)rət/ adj full of
feeling or understanding towards someone
consideration

� consideration /kən |�sdə|reʃ(ə)n/
noun 1. careful thought � We are giving se-
rious consideration to the possibility of
moving the head office to Scotland. � to
take something into consideration to
think about something when making a de-
cision � The age of the children has to be
taken into consideration. 2. something
which has an effect on a decision � The
safety of the children is more important
than all other considerations. � under
consideration being thought about � The
matter is under consideration.
considering

� considering /kən |sd(ə)rŋ/ conj,
prep used to say that one thing affects an-

other � He plays the violin extremely well,
considering he’s only five. � He ought to be
more grateful, considering the amount of
help you have given him.
consign

consign /kən|san/ (consigns, consign-
ing, consigned) verb to hand something
over to someone
consignment

consignment /kən |sanmənt/ noun 1.
the sending of goods to someone who will
sell them for you � The consignment of
books to our French distributor was easily
organised. 2. a quantity of goods sent for
sale � A consignment of goods has arrived.
� We are expecting a consignment of cars
from Japan.
consist

� consist /kən |sst/ (consists, consist-
ing, consisted) verb 1. to be made up of
various parts [~of] � The package consists
of air travel, six nights in a luxury hotel,
and all meals. � My day consisted of clear-
ing out bedroom and getting ready to paint
it. 2. to have as the most important element
[~in] (formal ) � Her success consists in her
willingness to be flexible.
consistency

� consistency /kən|sstənsi/, consist-
ence noun 1. the fact of being the same
throughout [~in] � I wish there was more
consistency in his reports. 2. the degree to
which a substance is, e.g., thick or smooth
� The consistency of the sauce should be
that of thick syrup. � In order to obtain the
desired consistency, it may be necessary to
add a little water.
consistent

� consistent /kən|sstənt/ adj always
at the same level � Some of his work is very
good, but he’s not consistent.
consolation

consolation /�kɒnsə |leʃ(ə)n/ noun
something which makes you feel less sad
or annoyed, e.g. after a loss or a failure
console

console1 /kɒnsəυl/ noun 1. a unit con-
sisting of a keyboard, screen and usually a
printer which allows someone to commu-
nicate with a computer system � We have a
console which contains both the TV and
video. 2. a surface containing the controls
that operate something � The sound engi-
neer at the console controls the sound com-
ing from the stage.
console

console2 /kən|səυl/ (consoles, consol-
ing, consoled) verb to help someone to
feel less sad or annoyed � The priest want-
ed to console her for the loss of her father.
� I tried to console her but she cried herself
to sleep. � to console yourself to do some-
thing to make yourself feel less sad or an-
noyed � After hearing he had failed some
of his exams, he consoled himself with the
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thought that his brother had done even
worse than he had.
consolidateconsolidate /kən|sɒldet/ (consoli-
dates, consolidating, consolidated) verb
1. to make firm or sure � Having entered
the market, the company spent a year con-
solidating its position. � The team consoli-
dated their lead with a second goal. 2. to
join together to make one single unit � The
two businesses consolidated to form one
group. (NOTE: + consolidation n)
consonantconsonant /kɒnsənənt/ noun a letter
representing a sound which is produced by
partly stopping the air going out of the
mouth
consortiumconsortium /kən |sɔ
tiəm/ (plural con-
sortia) noun a group of companies which
work together
conspicuousconspicuous /kən|spkjuəs/ adj very
obvious � they were conspicuous by their
absence it was very obvious that they were
not there
conspiracy

� conspiracy /kən|sprəsi/ (plural con-
spiracies) noun a secret plan, especially to
do something illegal or bad [~to/~against] �
a conspiracy to murder the leader � He’s
sure there’s a conspiracy against him in the
office.
conspiratorconspirator /kən |sprətə/ noun a per-
son who is part of a conspiracy
conspiratorialconspiratorial /kən |�sprə|tɔ
riəl/ adj
like someone who has a secret plan
conspireconspire /kən |spaə/ (conspires, con-
spiring, conspired) verb to make secret
plans or to take part in a conspiracy 
constableconstable /k�nstəb(ə)l/ noun a police
officer of the lowest rank
constabularyconstabulary /kən |st�bjυləri/ noun
the police force of a district
constant

� constant /kɒnstənt/ adj not chang-
ing or stopping � The constant noise of mu-
sic from the bar next door drives me mad.
� noun a number or thing which does not
change � Death and taxes are the only con-
stants in life. � The speed of light is a sci-
entific constant.
constantly

� constantly /kɒnstəntli/ adv all the
time
constellationconstellation /�kɒnstə |leʃ(ə)n/ noun a
group of stars in the sky, often forming a
pattern
consternationconsternation /�kɒnstə |neʃ(ə)n/ noun
a shock or surprise
constipatedconstipated /kɒnstpetd/ adj unable
to pass solid waste out of your body easily
constipationconstipation /�kɒnst|peʃ(ə)n/ noun
the condition of being constipated

constituency

� constituency /kən |sttjυənsi/ (plu-
ral constituencies) noun an area of the
country which elects a Member of Parlia-
ment
constituentconstituent /kən |sttjυənt/ noun 1. a
part which goes to make up a whole � Be-
fore starting the experiment, make sure
that all the chemical constituents are
ready. 2. a person who may vote in a con-
stituency � A good MP tries to represent
the views of his constituents. � She has had
a mass of letters from her constituents
about airport noise.
constitute

� constitute /kɒnsttju
t/ (consti-
tutes, constituting, constituted) verb to
be or form a particular thing � Selling the
photographs to a newspaper constitutes a
serious breach of security. � Women now
constitute the majority of the committee.
constitution

� constitution /�kɒnst |tju
ʃ(ə)n/
noun 1. the ability of a person to stay
healthy � She has a very strong constitu-
tion. 2. the laws and principles under which
a country is ruled, which give the people
rights and duties, and which give the gov-
ernment powers and duties � Unlike most
states, Britain does not have a written con-
stitution. � Freedom of speech is guaran-
teed by the American Constitution. 3. the
written rules of something such as a socie-
ty or club � Under the society’s constitu-
tion, the chairman is elected for two years.
constitutional

� constitutional /�kɒnst |

tju
ʃ(ə)n(ə)l/ adj according to a country’s
constitution � Unilateral action by the
Minister of Defence is not constitutional.
constrain

� constrain /kən |stren/ (constrains,
constraining, constrained) verb to stop
someone doing something which they
want to do � His movements were con-
strained by his tight suit. � Entrepreneurs
feel constrained by the mass of bureaucra-
cy and red tape.
constraint

� constraint /kən|strent/ noun some-
thing which limits your ability to act [~on]
� the serious financial constraints on the
business
constrictconstrict /kən|strkt/ (constricts, con-
stricting, constricted) verb to make some-
thing tighter or smaller (NOTE: + constric-
tion n)
construct

� construct /kən |str�kt/ (constructs,
constructing, constructed) verb to build
or make something � The airport was con-
structed in 1995. � The wings are con-
structed of aluminium.
construction

� construction /kən |str�kʃən/ noun 1.
the act of building � The construction of
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the new stadium took three years. 2. some-
thing which has been built � under con-
struction being built � The new airport is
still under construction.
constructiveconstructive /kən|str�ktv/ adj which
aims to help or improve
construeconstrue /kən |stru
/ (construes, con-
struing, construed) verb to understand the
meaning of words or of a document in a
particular way
consulconsul /kɒnsəl/ noun a person who rep-
resents a country in a foreign city, and
helps his country’s citizens and business
interests there
consulateconsulate /kɒnsjυlət/ noun the house
or office of a consul
consult

� consult /kən |s�lt/ (consults, con-
sulting, consulted) verb 1. to ask someone
for advice � He consulted his bank about
transferring his account. 2. to look at
something to get information � After con-
sulting the map they decided to go north.
consultancyconsultancy /kən|s�ltənsi/ (plural con-
sultancies) noun the act of giving advice
on a subject that you have a lot of knowl-
edge about � He offers a consultancy serv-
ice. � She runs a consultancy firm, offering
advice on planning. � Since he’s been
made redundant, he’s been doing consul-
tancy work.
consultant

� consultant /kən|s�ltənt/ noun 1. an
expert who gives advice � His tax consult-
ant advised him to sell the shares. 2. a sen-
ior hospital doctor who is an expert in a
particular medical condition or illness �

We’ll make an appointment for you to see a
consultant.
consultation

� consultation /�kɒnsəl |teʃ(ə)n/ noun
1. the act of consulting someone [~with] � a
brief consultation with my lawyer � After
consultations with the police, the govern-
ment has decided to ban the protest march.
2. an act of visiting a doctor for advice
[~with] � another consultation with a differ-
ent eye surgeon
consumeconsume /kən |sju
m/ (consumes, con-
suming, consumed) verb 1. to eat or drink
something � The guests consumed over a
hundred hamburgers. 2. to use something
up � The world’s natural resources are be-
ing consumed at an alarming rate. � The
new model of car consumes about half the
amount of petrol of the previous model.
consumer

� consumer /kən|sju
mə/ noun a per-
son or company that buys goods or services
� Consumers are buying more from super-
markets and less from small shops. � Gas

consumers are protesting at the increase in
prices.
consuming

consuming /kən|sju
mŋ/ adj which
takes up all your time and energy
consumption

� consumption /kən |s�mpʃən/ noun
1. the act of eating or drinking something �
The meat was condemned as unfit for hu-
man consumption. � The consumption of
alcohol on the premises is not allowed. 2.
the quantity of something that someone
eats or drinks � Unless you reduce your
consumption of fatty foods, you risk having
a heart attack.
contact

� contact /kɒnt�kt/ noun 1. an act of
touching [~between/~with] � Avoid any
contact between the acid and the skin. �

Anyone who has been in physical contact
with the patient must consult their doctor
immediately. 2. the act of communicating
with someone [~between/~with] � We don’t
have much contact with our old friends in
Australia. � to get in contact with some-
one to write to someone or talk to them on
the telephone 3. a person whom you know
� He has a lot of contacts in the newspaper
world. � Who is your contact in the minis-
try? � verb (contacts, contacting, con-
tacted) to write to someone or talk to them
on the telephone � He tried to contact his
office by phone. � Can you contact the tick-
et office immediately?
contact lens

contact lens /kɒnt�kt lenz/ noun a
small piece of glass or plastic which you
wear in the eye to help you see more clear-
ly
contagious

contagious /kən |ted�əs/ adj which can
be passed on to someone else � He’s a
great music teacher and his enthusiasm for
music is very contagious.
contain

� contain /kən |ten/ (contains, con-
taining, contained) verb 1. to hold an
amount, or to have an amount inside � The
bottle contains acid. � The envelope con-
tained a cheque for £1,000. � A barrel con-
tains 250 litres. � I have lost a briefcase
containing important documents. 2. to lim-
it or prevent something harmful or un-
pleasant � The army tried to contain the
advance of the enemy forces. � The party is
attempting to contain the revolt among its
members.
container

� container /kən |tenə/ noun an object
such as a box or bottle which holds some-
thing else � We need a container for all this
rubbish. � The gas is shipped in strong
metal containers.
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containmentcontainment /kən |tenmənt/ noun the
process or act of keeping something under
control
contaminatecontaminate /kən|t�mnet/ (contami-
nates, contaminating, contaminated)
verb to make something dirty by touching
it or by adding something to it (NOTE: +
contamination n)
contemplate

� contemplate /kɒntəmplet/ (con-
templates, contemplating, contemplat-
ed) verb 1. to look at something � He stood
for several minutes contemplating the
painting. 2. � to contemplate doing some-
thing to plan to do something � He’s con-
templating retiring from his job and buying
a shop.
contemporary

� contemporary /kən |temp(ə)rəri/
adj 1. of the present time � contemporary
art 2. existing at the same time as someone
or something [~with] � Most of the people I
was contemporary with at college have al-
ready got jobs. � noun (plural contempo-
raries) a person who lives at the same time
as someone � Shakespeare and his contem-
poraries � He is one of my contemporaries
from school.
contemptcontempt /kən |tempt/ noun the feeling
of not respecting someone [~for] � The re-
viewer had nothing but contempt for the
author of the novel.
contemptuouscontemptuous /kən |temptjυəs/ adj
showing that you do not respect someone
or that you do not believe they are impor-
tant
contend

� contend /kən|tend/ (contends, con-
tending, contended) verb 1. to state that
something is true 2. to be forced to deal
with something unpleasant [~with] � We
had to contend with rainstorms, floods,
and mosquitoes, so the holiday was not a
great success. � Drugs are yet another
problem that schools have to contend with.
contendercontender /kən|tendə/ noun a person
who takes part in a competition, especially
someone who is likely to win [~for] � He’s
a definite contender for the world title.
contentcontent1 /kɒntent/ noun the amount of
something which is contained in a sub-
stance � Dried fruit has a higher sugar
content than fresh fruit. � plural noun con-
tents 1. things which are inside something
� The contents of the bottle spilled onto the
carpet. 2. the list of chapters in a book,
usually printed at the beginning
content

� content2 /kən|tent/ adj 1. happy with
what is happening in your life 2. satisfied
with something [~with] � If you are not con-
tent with the way the car runs, bring it back

and we will look at it again. � content to
do something happy to do something �
She was content to sit in the sun and wait.
� noun a feeling of satisfaction � to your
heart’s content as much as you want � You
can play the piano to your heart’s content.
� Living by the sea, they can go sailing to
their heart’s content.
contentedcontented /kən |tentd/ adj satisfied and
happy
contention

� contention /kən |tenʃən/ noun 1. an
argument 2. a statement of what you be-
lieve � It is his contention that they are try-
ing to ruin our business.
contentiouscontentious /kən |tenʃəs/ adj which is
the cause of a disagreement
contentmentcontentment /kən |tentmənt/ noun a
feeling of being satisfied or happy
contestcontest1 /kɒntest/ noun any event or
situation in which people compete with
each other � an international sports con-
test � Only two people entered the leader-
ship contest.
contestcontest2 /kən |test/ (contests, contest-
ing, contested) verb 1. to compete with
other people to achieve a position � There
are four candidates contesting the champi-
onship. 2. to say that you disagree with
what is written in a legal document
contestantcontestant /kən |testənt/ noun a person
who takes part in a competition � The two
contestants shook hands before the match.
context

� context /kɒntekst/ noun the other
words which surround a particular word in
a piece of writing and which help to show
its meaning � Even if you don’t know what
a word means, you can sometimes guess its
meaning from the context. � taken out of
context showing only part of what some-
one said or wrote, so that the meaning is
changed � My words have been taken out
of context – I said the book was ‘one of the
best’ not ‘the best’ I’d read.
continentcontinent /kɒntnənt/ noun one of the
seven large land areas in the world, e.g. Af-
rica or Europe
ContinentContinent /kɒntnənt/ noun the main-
land area of Europe, as compared with the
islands of the United Kingdom � They go
to the Continent on holiday each year,
sometimes to France, sometimes to Swit-
zerland. � on the Continent in the main
part of Europe
continentalcontinental /�kɒnt |nent(ə)l/ adj 1. re-
ferring to a continent 2. referring to or typ-
ical of Europe excluding the United King-
dom
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contingencycontingency /kən|tnd�ənsi/ noun a
possible state of emergency when deci-
sions will have to be taken quickly
contingentcontingent /kən |tnd�ənt/ noun a
group of people such as soldiers � The
army was formed of contingents of freedom
fighters from various countries. � A large
contingent of farmers marched to the Par-
liament building.
continual

� continual /kən|tnjuəl/ adj 1. hap-
pening many times in a period of time � We
have experienced a period of continual
change. 2. happening frequently in a way
that is annoying � The computer has given
us continual problems ever since we
bought it.
continuation

� continuation /kən |�tnju|eʃ(ə)n/
noun 1. the process of going on without
stopping � How can we ensure the contin-
uation of the peace talks? 2. something
which has been continued � Broad Street is
in fact a continuation of the High Street.
continue

� continue /kən |tnju
/ (continues,
continuing, continued) verb to go on do-
ing something or happening [~with] � The
meeting started at 10 a.m. and continued
all afternoon. � The show continued with
some children’s dances. � He continued
working, even though everyone else had
gone home. � The engine continued to send
out clouds of black smoke.
continuing educationcontinuing education /kən |�tnjuŋ
edjυ |keʃ(ə)n/ noun education of adults
after further or higher education
continuity

� continuity /�kɒnt|nju
ti/ noun the
way in which the scenes in a film or televi-
sion programme continue without a break
continuous

� continuous /kən|tnjυəs/ adj with-
out stopping or without a break � She has
been in continuous pain for three days. � A
continuous white line on the road means
that you are not allowed to overtake.
continuouslycontinuously /kən|tnjυəsli/ adv with-
out a break
contortcontort /kən |tɔ
t/ (contorts, contorting,
contorted) verb to twist something into a
position that is not natural [~with] � >His
face was contorted with pain.
contraceptioncontraception /�kɒntrə|sepʃən/ noun a
way of preventing a woman from becom-
ing pregnant by using a device such as a
condom or a particular type of drug
contraceptivecontraceptive /�kɒntrə|septv/ noun a
drug or condom which prevents pregnancy
� an oral contraceptive such as the pill �
The chemist sells various types of contra-
ceptives.

contract

� contract1 /kɒntr�kt/ noun a legal
agreement [~with] � I’ve signed a contract
with a new company.
contractcontract2 /kən |tr�kt/ (contracts, con-
tracting, contracted) verb 1. to become
smaller � Metal contracts when it gets
cold, and expands when it is hot. 2. to make
an official agreement to do some work
[~for] � to contract for the supply of spare
parts � to contract to supply spare parts
contraction

� contraction /kən |tr�kʃən/ noun 1.
an act of becoming shorter or smaller �
Light will provoke the contraction of the
pupil of the eye. � Cold will cause the con-
traction of metal rails. 2. the movement of
the muscles of the womb when a baby is
being born � The first strong contractions
will come about every twenty minutes. �

She had two contractions in the car on the
way to the maternity hospital.
contractorcontractor /kən|tr�ktə/ noun a person
who does work according to a signed
agreement
contradictcontradict /�kɒntrə |dkt/ (contradicts,
contradicting, contradicted) verb 1. to say
that what someone else says is not true �

They didn’t dare contradict their mother. 2.
to be different from what has been said be-
fore � What you have just said contradicts
what you said yesterday.
contradiction

� contradiction /�kɒntrə |dkʃən/
noun stating or being the opposite [~be-
tween] � There is a basic contradiction be-
tween the government’s policies and what
it actually does. � a contradiction in terms
a phrase which is formed of two parts
which contradict each other, and so have
no meaning � A truthful politician is a con-
tradiction in terms.
contradictorycontradictory /�kɒntrə |dkt(ə)ri/ adj
which states or is the opposite
contraptioncontraption /kən |tr�pʃən/ noun an un-
usual machine or device (informal)
contrarycontrary /kɒntrəri/ adj opposite � Most
people agreed with the speaker, but one or
two expressed contrary views. � contrary
to in opposition to � Contrary to what you
would expect, the desert gets quite cold at
night.
contrast

� contrast1 /kɒntrɑ
st/ noun a differ-
ence between two things [~between] � a
big contrast in weather between the north
and the south of the country � The two cit-
ies are in sharp contrast. � in contrast to
as opposed to � He is quite short, in con-
trast to his sister who is very tall. � The
north of the country is green and wooded
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in contrast to the south which is dry and
sandy.
contrast

� contrast2 /kən |trɑ
st/ (contrasts,
contrasting, contrasted) verb to be obvi-
ously different from [~with] � His formal
letter contrasted with his friendly conver-
sation on the telephone.
contrastingcontrasting /kən |trɑ
stŋ/ adj which
are very different
contravenecontravene /�kɒntrə |vi
n/ (contra-
venes, contravening, contravened) verb
to fail to obey a rule or law (NOTE: + contra-
vention n)
contribute

� contribute /kən |trbju
t/ (contrib-
utes, contributing, contributed) verb 1. to
help something to happen [~to] � The gov-
ernment’s policies have contributed to a
feeling of anxiety among teachers. 2. to
give money to help to pay for something,
especially when other people are also giv-
ing [~to] � We were asked to contribute to a
charity. � Everyone was asked to contrib-
ute to the receptionist’s leaving present.
contribution

� contribution /�kɒntr|bju
ʃ(ə)n/
noun 1. something that someone does to
help something to happen [~to] � I want to
thank you for your enormous contribution
to the success of the project. 2. something,
usually money, given to help to pay for
something [~to] � She makes monthly con-
tributions to the Red Cross.
contributorcontributor /kən|trbjυtə/ noun a per-
son or organisation that contributes to
something
contrive

contrive /kən |trav/ (contrives, contriv-
ing, contrived) verb to manage to do some-
thing
contrivedcontrived /kən|travd/ adj not natural or
reasonable
control

� control /kən |trəυl/ noun 1. the fact of
keeping someone or something in order or
being able to direct them � He lost control
of his business and resigned. � The club is
under the control of three people. 2. the
ability to get people to do what you want
[~over] � The teacher has no control over
the class. � verb (controls, controlling,
controlled) 1. to keep something in order,
to direct or limit something � The police
couldn’t control the crowds. � There was
nobody there to control the traffic. � We
must try to control the sales of foreign cars.
� The government controls the price of
meat. 2. � to control a business to have the
power to direct the way a business is run �
The business is controlled by a company
based in Luxembourg.

control freakcontrol freak /kən|trəυl fri
k/ noun a
person who wants to be always in control
of the situation (slang)
controlledcontrolled /kən |trəυld/ adj kept under
control
controllercontroller /kən |trəυlə/ noun a person
who controls something
control towercontrol tower /kən |trəυl �taυə/ noun a
high building at an airport with the radio
station which directs planes
controversialcontroversial /�kɒntrə |v#
ʃ(ə)l/ adj
causing strong disagreements � He made a
highly controversial speech. � Legalisation
of drugs is a very controversial issue. � She
has controversial views on abortion.
controversycontroversy /kɒntrəv#
si, kən |

trɒvəsi/ (plural controversies) noun a
sharp discussion � There is a lot of contro-
versy about the funding of political parties.
conurbationconurbation /�kɒn#
|beʃ(ə)n/ noun a
very large built-up area
convalesceconvalesce /�kɒnvə |les/ (convalesces,
convalescing, convalesced) verb to get
back to good health after an illness or an
operation
conveneconvene /kən |vi
n/ (convenes, conven-
ing, convened) verb to call a meeting
convenienceconvenience /kən|vi
niəns/ noun the
fact of being convenient � I like the con-
venience of working from home. � We
bought the house because of the conven-
ience of the area for shopping.
convenience foodconvenience food /kən|vi
niəns fu
d/
noun food which is prepared by the shop
before it is sold, so that it needs only heat-
ing to be made ready to eat
convenient

� convenient /kən |vi
niənt/ adj not
causing any practical problems � Six
o’clock in the morning is not a very con-
venient time for a meeting. � A bank draft
is a convenient way of sending money
abroad.
convenientlyconveniently /kən|vi
niəntli/ adv in a
convenient way
conventconvent /kɒnvənt/ noun a religious es-
tablishment where nuns live; the buildings
of such a place (NOTE: The equivalent estab-
lishment for men is a monastery.)
convention

� convention /kən |venʃən/ noun 1. the
usual way of doing things � It is a conven-
tion that the bride wears white to her wed-
ding. 2. a contract or agreement � an inter-
national convention on human rights 3. a
general meeting of a group such as a polit-
ical party � They are holding their annual
convention in Chicago.
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conventional

� conventional /kən |venʃ(ə)n(ə)l/ adj
ordinary or usual � For your interview it’s
best to wear a conventional suit.
conventional weaponconventional weapon /kən |

�venʃ(ə)n(ə)l wepən/ noun an ordinary
weapon such as a gun, not a nuclear weap-
on
convergeconverge /kən|v#
d�/ (converges, con-
verging, converged) verb to come together
at a certain place or point
conversation

� conversation /�kɒnvə |seʃ(ə)n/
noun an occasion on which two or more
people talk to each other about something
[~about/~with/~between] � We had a long
conversation about loans with the bank
manager. � He heard an interesting con-
versation between two bus passengers. � to
carry on a conversation with someone to
talk to someone � She tried to carry on a
conversation with him while he was work-
ing. � It’s difficult to carry on a conversa-
tion with Uncle Harry because he’s deaf. �
to make conversation to talk to someone
to be polite rather than because you want to
converseconverse /kən |v#
s/ (converses, con-
versing, conversed) verb to talk � They
were conversing seriously in French.
converselyconversely /kɒnv#
sli/ adv in the oppo-
site way
conversionconversion /kən |v#
ʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the
act or process of changing one thing into
another  2. the turning of a person to anoth-
er set of ideas or religion [~to] 3. the act of
converting a try in the game of rugby
convertconvert1 /kɒnv#
t/ noun a person who
has changed his ideas or religion
convertconvert2 /kən|v#
t/ (converts, convert-
ing, converted) verb 1. to change some-
thing into something else [~to/~into] � We
are converting the shed into a studio. �

These panels convert the heat of the sun to
electricity. 2. to turn or to make someone
turn from one set of ideas or religion to an-
other [~to/~into] � When she got married
she converted to Islam. � She tried to con-
vert her husband into a vegetarian. 3. to
change money of one country for money of
another [~to/into] � We converted our
pounds into Swiss francs.
convertibleconvertible /kən |v#
təb(ə)l/ noun a car
with a roof which folds back or can be re-
moved � You can hire a small convertible
for $100 a day.
convexconvex /kɒnveks/ adj which has a shape
that curves outwards like the back of a
spoon
convey

� convey /kən |ve/ (conveys, convey-
ing, conveyed) verb 1. to transport, to car-

ry � The supplies were being conveyed in
lorries. 2. to give a message or to express
something � Please convey my congratula-
tions to the team.
conveyor beltconveyor belt /kən|veə belt/, convey-
or noun a moving surface in a factory,
which takes something from one part of the
factory to another
convictconvict1 /kɒnvkt/ noun a criminal who
has been sent to prison � The police are
searching for two escaped convicts.
convictconvict2 /kən|vkt/ (convicts, convict-
ing, convicted) verb to prove in court that
someone is guilty � She was convicted of
theft.
conviction

� conviction /kən |vkʃən/ noun 1. the
fact of being found guilty � His lawyers
are appealing against his conviction. 2. the
fact of being certain that something is true
� It was a common conviction in the Mid-
dle Ages that the earth was flat. � Her reli-
gious convictions do not allow her to eat
shellfish. 3. the fact of being likely or being
convincing � She gave a string of excuses
which completely lacked conviction.
convince

� convince /kən |vns/ (convinces,
convincing, convinced) verb to persuade
someone that something is true � The law-
yer has to convince the jury of his client’s
innocence. � At an interview, you have to
convince the employer that you are the
right person for the job.
convinced

� convinced /kən |vnst/ adj very cer-
tain � She’s convinced that she’s right.
convincingconvincing /kən |vnsŋ/ adj easy to ac-
cept or believe to be true
convoyconvoy /kɒnvɔ/ noun a group of vehi-
cles or ships travelling together in a line
with armed protection
cook

� cook /kυk/ noun a person who gets
food ready � He worked as a cook in a pub
during the summer. � verb (cooks, cook-
ing, cooked) to get food ready for eating,
especially by heating it � It’s my turn to
cook the dinner tonight. � How do you
cook cabbage?
cookbookcookbook /kυkbυk/ noun a book of rec-
ipes
cooker

� cooker /kυkə/ noun a large piece of
kitchen equipment, used for cooking food
cookery

� cookery /kυk(ə)ri/ noun the art of
cooking
cookery bookcookery book /kυk(ə)ri bυk/, cook-
book noun a book of recipes
cookie

� cookie /kυki/ noun 1. usually US a
small, flat hard sweet cake � She bought a
packet of cookies. (NOTE: The British Eng-
lish term is biscuit.) 2. a computer file sent

Intermediate.fm  Page 136  Monday, August 23, 2004  5:36 PM



137 copy
to your computer by a website when you
visit it. It stores information about you
which can be used when you next visit the
website.
cooking

� cooking /kυkŋ/ noun 1. the action of
getting food ready to eat, especially by
heating it � He does the cooking, while his
wife serves in the restaurant. 2. a particular
style of preparing food � The restaurant
specialises in French provincial cooking.
cool

� cool /ku
l/ adj 1. cold in a pleasant way,
or colder than you would like or than you
expect � It was hot on deck but cool down
below. � Wines should be stored in a cool
cellar. � It gets cool in the evenings in Sep-
tember. 2. not friendly or not enthusiastic
[~to/towards] � I got a cool reception when
I arrived half an hour late. � Their propos-
al got a cool response. � She was rather
cool to me last time we met. � My col-
leagues were cool towards the plan unfor-
tunately. 3. calm � The nurses remained
cool and professional. 4. fashionable
(informal) � They thought it was cool to
wear white trainers. 5. good (informal) � a
cool party � a really cool idea (NOTE: +
coolly adv; coolness n) � verb (cools,
cooling, cooled) to make something cool;
to become cool � She boiled the jam for
several hours and then put it aside to cool.
� noun 1. a colder area which is pleasant �
After the heat of the town centre, it is nice
to sit in the cool of the garden. 2. the state
of being calm � As soon as the reporters
started to ask her questions she lost her
cool. � to be cool with something to be
satisfied with something (informal) � We
can go tomorrow – I’m cool with that.

cool down phrasal verb 1. to make some-
thing cool or to become cool � Although
it is very hot in the desert during the day-
time, it always cools down in the evening.
� This coffee is too hot – I’m waiting for
it to cool down a bit. 2. to calm someone,
or to become calmer � He was furious
with his secretary, but after a while he
cooled down. � We tried to cool him
down but it just made him more angry.

coolbox

coolbox /ku
lbɒks/ noun a container
which you can carry and which is used for
keeping food and drinks cool
cooperate

cooperate /kəυ |ɒpəret/ (cooperates,
cooperating, cooperated) verb to work
with someone [~with/~in] � Several organi-
sations are cooperating with the govern-
ment in the fight against international drug
smuggling.

cooperation

� cooperation /kəυ|�ɒpə |reʃ(ə)n/
noun the action of working together with
someone else [~with] � Cooperation be-
tween team members led to their success.
cooperative

� cooperative /kəυ |ɒp(ə)rətv/ noun a
business which works on a profit-sharing
basis � a workers’ cooperative
coordinatecoordinate1 /kəυ |ɔ
dnət/ noun a set of
numbers which fix a point on a map or
graph � What are the coordinates for that
hill? I don’t think it is marked on the map.
� Draw the X-Y coordinates.
coordinatecoordinate2 /kəυ|ɔ
dnet/ (coordi-
nates, coordinating, coordinated) verb to
make people or things work together or fit
in with each other � His job is to coordi-
nate the work of the various relief agen-
cies. � The election campaign was coordi-
nated by the party headquarters.
coordinatescoordinates /kəυ|ɔ
dnəts/ plural noun
matching pieces of women’s clothing
coordinationcoordination /kəυ|�ɔ
d|neʃ(ə)n/ noun
1. the action of coordinating � Better coor-
dination between departments would have
allowed everyone to know what was hap-
pening. 2. the ability to move parts of your
body properly � She has excellent coordi-
nation for a little girl of 18 months.
coordinatorcoordinator /kəυ |ɔ
dnetə/ noun a per-
son who coordinates
cop

� cop /kɒp/ noun a policeman (informal)
cop out phrasal verb to stop doing an ac-
tivity, e.g. because of feeling afraid or not
wanting to do it

cope

� cope /kəυp/ (copes, coping, coped)
verb to manage to deal with something �
She can cope perfectly well on her own. �

We are trying to cope with the backlog of
orders.
copilotcopilot /kəυpalət/ noun a pilot who
helps the main pilot to fly an aircraft
copiouscopious /kəυpiəs/ adj in large amounts,
in good supply
cop-outcop-out /kɒp aυt/ noun a poor excuse or
explanation for refusing to face up to
something
coppercopper /kɒpə/ noun a reddish metal
which turns green when exposed to air �

Copper is a good conductor of electricity.
� The end of the copper wire should be at-
tached to the terminal.
copulatecopulate /kɒpjυlet/ (copulates, copu-
lating, copulated) verb to have sex (NOTE:
+ copulation n)
copy

� copy /kɒpi/ noun (plural copies) 1.
something made to look the same as some-
thing else � This is an exact copy of the
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painting by Picasso. 2. a particular book or
newspaper � Where’s my copy of today’s
‘Times’? � I lent my old copy of the play to
my brother and he never gave it back. �
verb (copies, copying, copied) 1. to make
something which looks like something else
� He stole a credit card and copied the sig-
nature. 2. to do what someone else does
copycatcopycat /kɒpik�t/ (informal) noun a
person who copies what someone else does
� adj which copies something else � a cop-
ycat murder
copyrightcopyright /kɒpirat/ noun an author’s
legal right to do something such as publish
a book or put on a play and not to have it
copied without permission � Who holds the
copyright for the play? � She is being sued
for breach of copyright.
coralcoral /kɒrəl/ noun a rock-like substance
formed of the bones of small animals in the
sea
cordcord /kɔ
d/ noun a strong thin rope � Pull
the cord to open the parachute. � In an
emergency, pull the cord to stop the train.
cordialcordial /kɔ
diəl/ adj friendly � His greet-
ing was not very cordial. � noun to do what
someone else does � Fruit cordials such as
lemon, orange or lime are popular summer
drinks.
cordlesscordless /kɔ
dləs/ adj not needing to be
connected to an electricity supply
cordoncordon /kɔ
d(ə)n/ noun a barrier such as
a rope or a line of police or soldiers sur-
rounding an area to prevent people enter-
ing or leaving � Police formed a cordon
round the referee to protect him from the
fans. � There was a police cordon round
the courthouse.
corduroycorduroy /kɔ
dərɔ/ noun a cloth with
raised lines on the surface � He was wear-
ing a corduroy jacket.
core

� core /kɔ
/ noun 1. the central part of an
object � the core of an apple, an apple
core the hard part in the middle of an ap-
ple, containing the seeds 2. the most basic
or essential part of something � Lack of re-
sources is the core of the problem. � adj
most important � These are the core points
of the report. � core values the things that
a group of people think are most important
� Honesty and reliability are among our
core values.
coriandercoriander /�kɒri|�ndə/ noun a small
herb, whose seeds and leaves are used for
flavouring
corkcork /kɔ
k/ noun 1. a small solid tube,
used for closing wine bottles 2. the very
light bark of a type of tree, used for making

corks and other things � She placed little
cork mats on the table to stop the wine
glasses marking it. � verb (corks, corking,
corked) to put a cork into a bottle
corkscrew

corkscrew /kɔ
kskru
/ noun a special
tool for taking corks out of bottles
corn

� corn /kɔ
n/ noun 1. cereal plants such
as wheat or barley � a field of corn 2.
maize, a cereal crop which is grown in
many parts of the world � corn on the cob
the part of maize that has the seeds, boiled
and served hot, with butter and salt
corner

� corner /kɔ
nə/ noun a place where
two walls, streets or sides meet � The bank
is on the corner of London Road and New
Street. � Put the plant in the corner of the
room nearest the window. � The number is
in the top right-hand corner of the page. �

The motorbike went round the corner at
top speed. � to turn the corner 1. to go
from one street into another by turning left
or right � She turned the corner into the
main street. 2. to get better after being ill or
in a difficult situation � Our business af-
fairs seem to have turned the corner.
corner shop

corner shop /kɔ
nə ʃɒp/ noun a small
general store in a town, sometimes on a
street corner
cornflakes

cornflakes /kɔ
nfleks/ plural noun a
breakfast food made of small dried pieces
of maize � I’ll just have a bowl of corn-
flakes and a cup of coffee for breakfast.
cornflourcornflour /kɔ
nflaυə/ noun a very
smooth type of flour made from maize,
used in cooking to make sauces thicker
coronarycoronary /kɒrən(ə)ri/ (plural coronar-
ies) noun a coronary thrombosis (informal)
� He had a coronary and was rushed to
hospital.
coronation

coronation /�kɒrə |neʃ(ə)n/ noun the
official ceremony at which a king, queen or
emperor is crowned
coroner

� coroner /kɒrənə/ noun a public offi-
cial, either a doctor or a lawyer, who tries
to find out the reason for a sudden or vio-
lent death
corporal

corporal /kɔ
p(ə)rəl/ noun a rank in the
army below sergeant � The major ordered
the corporal to take down the flag.
corporal punishment

corporal punishment /�kɔ
p(ə)rəl
p�nʃmənt/ noun an act of punishment by
hitting someone
corporate

� corporate /kɔ
p(ə)rət/ adj relating to
a company � Corporate responsibility rests
with the whole management. � Corporate
profits are down this year.
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corporation

� corporation /�kɔ
pə |reʃ(ə)n/ noun a
large company � Working for a big corpo-
ration can be rather impersonal.
corps

� corps /kɔ
/ (plural same) noun a mili-
tary group or organised group
corpsecorpse /kɔ
ps/ noun a dead body
corpuscorpus /kɔ
pəs/ (plural corpora) noun 1.
all the works written by an author or about
an author � The library has a huge Dickens
corpus which is available to students. �

She is studying references to food in the
Shakespeare corpus. 2. the mass of text and
words stored in a computer � None of the
dictionaries in the list state where their
corpus comes from.
correct

� correct /kə |rekt/ adj 1. without any
mistakes � You have to give correct an-
swers to all the questions if you want to win
first prize. � If the information you gave us
is correct, we can finish the work by Thurs-
day. 2. right according to rules or standards
� verb (corrects, correcting, corrected) to
take away mistakes in something � You
must try to correct your driving mistakes,
or you will never pass the test. � The com-
puter keeps switching itself off – can you
correct this fault?
correctioncorrection /kə|rekʃən/ noun 1. an action
that makes something correct [~to] � He
made a few small corrections to the letter.
2. the process of correcting something �
We drew up a timetable for the correction
of minor faults.
correctly

� correctly /kə|rektli/ adv without mak-
ing any mistakes
correlate

� correlate /kɒrəlet/ (correlates, cor-
relating, correlated) verb to match or be
the same as something else [~with] � The
figures in your report do not correlate with
those I got from the warehouse.
correlation

� correlation /�kɒrə |leʃ(ə)n/ noun a
connection between things 
correspondcorrespond /�kɒr |spɒnd/ verb 1. to fit
with [~to] � The findings correspond to my
own research. 2. to write letters to someone
[~with] � She corresponded for years with
this man living in New York whom she had
never met.
correspondencecorrespondence /kɒr|spɒndəns/
noun 1. letters  � The sisters had been car-
rying on a correspondence for years. 2. the
fact that one thing matches or is similar to
another [~between] � There isn’t much cor-
respondence between theory and practice.
correspondence coursecorrespondence course /�kɒr |

spɒndəns kɔ
s/ noun lessons given by
post

correspondentcorrespondent /�kɒr |spɒndənt/ noun
1. a journalist who writes articles for news-
papers or reports for television or radio on
a particular subject � a report from our
football correspondent � He is the Paris
correspondent of the ‘Telegraph’. 2. a per-
son who writes letters � A correspondent in
Australia sent us an email.
correspondingcorresponding /�kɒr |spɒndŋ/ adj
which relates to something
corridor

� corridor /kɒrdɔ
/ noun a long nar-
row passage � The ladies’ toilet is straight
ahead at the end of the corridor.
corroboratecorroborate /kə|rɒbəret/ (corrobo-
rates, corroborating, corroborated) verb
to support a statement, especially a state-
ment made in court, by giving information
that shows it is true
corrodecorrode /kə |rəυd/ (corrodes, corroding,
corroded) verb to damage or change a sub-
stance, e.g. by the effects of water, air or
chemicals
corrosioncorrosion /kə|rəυ�(ə)n/ noun the dam-
age caused to metals, e.g. by the effects of
water, air or chemicals
corrosivecorrosive /kə |rəυsv/ adj, noun which
eats away metal, or a substance which does
this
corrugatedcorrugated /kɒrə(etd/ adj bent into
folds like waves
corruptcorrupt /kə |r�pt/ (corrupts, corrupting,
corrupted) verb 1. to make someone dis-
honest or lacking in morals � ‘Power cor-
rupts, absolute power corrupts absolutely.’
� He was accused of corrupting young
people. � He was corrupted by his rich
friends from college. 2. to cause mistakes in
computer data � The data on this disk has
been corrupted.
corruptioncorruption /kə|r�pʃən/ noun 1. the
practice of paying money to someone, usu-
ally an official, so that he does what you
want � Bribery and corruption are difficult
to control. � Corruption in the civil service
will be rooted out. 2. the process of damag-
ing data � You have to watch out for cor-
ruption of data.
cortisonecortisone /kɔ
tzəυn/ noun an artificial
hormone used against arthritis and skin
problems such as allergies
coscos /kəz/ short for also ’cos because
(informal) � You’ve got to do what I say
’cos I’m bigger than you!
cosmeticcosmetic /kɒz|metk/ adj which im-
proves someone’s or something’s appear-
ance
cosmeticscosmetics /kɒz |metks/ plural noun
substances which improve someone’s ap-
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pearance � My wife keeps all her cosmetics
in a little bag.
cosmetic surgerycosmetic surgery /kɒz |�metk
s#
d�əri/ noun surgery to improve some-
one’s appearance
cosmiccosmic /kɒzmk/ adj 1. referring to the
universe � Cosmic rays are radiation en-
tering the Earth’s atmosphere from outer
space. 2. very large, affecting the whole
world � A war which might reach cosmic
proportions.
cosmopolitancosmopolitan /�kɒzmə |pɒlt(ə)n/ adj
1. made up of people from different parts
of the world � Berlin is a very cosmopoli-
tan city. 2. comfortable and confident in
different cities or with people of different
nationalities � Her cosmopolitan upbring-
ing has made her a very interesting person.
� Born in Canada, brought up in Hong
Kong and in England, by the age of ten he
was more cosmopolitan than other chil-
dren.
cost

� cost /kɒst/ noun a price which you
have to pay for something � What is the
cost of a return ticket to London? � Com-
puter costs are falling each year. � verb
(costs, costing, cost) to have as a price �

Potatoes cost 20p a kilo. � Petrol seems to
cost more all the time. � at all costs no
matter what happens � At all costs, we have
to be in Trafalgar Square by 12 o’clock. �

to cost an arm and a leg to be very expen-
sive � The repairs to his car cost him an
arm and a leg.
co-starco-star /kəυ stɑ
/ noun the other leading
actor or actress in a film or play � His co-
star in the film was an Italian actress.
(NOTE: + co-star v)
cost-cuttingcost-cutting /kɒst �k�tŋ/ noun the
process of reducing costs, especially in a
business, or the actions taken
cost-effectivecost-effective /�kɒst fektv/ adj
which gives value when compared with its
cost
costingcosting /kɒstŋ/ noun a calculation of a
selling price, based on the costs of making
a product
costlycostly /kɒstl/ adj very expensive
costumecostume /kɒstju
m/ noun a set of
clothes worn by an actor or actress � The
costumes for the film are magnificent.
costume dramacostume drama /kɒstju
m �drɑ
mə/
noun a play set in a previous historical pe-
riod
costume jewellerycostume jewellery /kɒstju
m
�d�u
əlri/ noun jewellery that does not
contain precious stones or metals

cosycosy /kəυzi/ (cosier, cosiest) adj com-
fortable and warm � An open log fire al-
ways makes a room feel cosy. � She
wrapped herself up in a blanket and made
herself cosy on the sofa.
cotcot /kɒt/ noun US a folding bed for camp-
ing
cot deathcot death /kɒt deθ/ noun an unex-
plained death of a sleeping baby (NOTE: The
US term is crib death.)
cottagecottage /kɒtd�/ noun a little house in
the country � We have a weekend cottage
in the mountains. � My mother lives in the
little cottage next to the post office.
cottage cheesecottage cheese /�kɒtd� tʃi
z/ noun a
very soft lumpy white cheese
cottage industrycottage industry /�kɒtd� ndəstri/
noun the practice of making products in the
workers’ homes
cottoncotton /kɒtən/ noun 1. fibres made into
thread from the soft seed heads of a tropi-
cal plant 2. cloth made of cotton � I bought
some blue cotton to make a skirt. � He was
wearing a pair of cotton trousers.

cotton on phrasal verb to understand
[~to] (informal) � It was some time before
he cottoned on to what I meant.

cotton wool

� cotton wool /�kɒtən wυl/ noun cot-
ton fibres used to clean the skin or wounds
or to apply lotion or disinfectant
couchcouch /kaυtʃ/ noun a low bed � She lay
down on a couch in the lounge. � verb
(couches, couching, couched) to put
something in words � His letter was
couched in very formal language.
couch potatocouch potato /kaυtʃ pə |�tetəυ/ noun a
person who sits watching TV or videos all
day (slang disapproving)
cough

� cough /kɒf/ noun the act of making a
noise by sending the air out of your lungs
suddenly, e.g. when you are ill � Take some
medicine if your cough is bad. � He gave a
little cough to attract the waitress’s atten-
tion. � verb (coughs, coughing, coughed)
to make a noise by sending air out of your
lungs suddenly, e.g. because you are ill �
The smoke from the fire made everyone
cough. � People with colds usually cough
and sneeze.

cough up phrasal verb 1. to bring up mat-
ter from your throat when coughing �
She became worried when the little girl
coughed up blood. 2. to pay (informal) �
When he was late with the rent, we sent
some people round to get him to cough
up.

could

� could /kəd, kυd/ modal verb 1. was or
would be able to � The old lady fell down
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and couldn’t get up. � You could still catch
the train if you ran. 2. was allowed to � The
policeman said he could go into the house.
3. used in asking someone to do something
� Could you pass me the salt, please? �
Could you shut the window? 4. might � The
new shopping centre could be finished by
Christmas. 5. used in making a suggestion
� You could always try borrowing money
from the bank. (NOTE: The negative is could
not or, especially in speaking, couldn’t.
Could is usually used with other verbs and
is not followed by to. Note also that could is
used as the past tense of can.)
couldn’tcouldn’t /kυd(ə)nt/ contr could not
council

� council /kaυnsəl/ noun 1. an elected
committee 2. an official group chosen to
work on or advise about a specific subject
� a council set up to promote the arts in the
eastern region
council estatecouncil estate /kaυnsəl  |�stet/ noun
an area where houses and flats have been
built by the local council and are available
at low rents
councillor

� councillor /kaυnsələ/ noun an elect-
ed member of a town council (NOTE: Do not
confuse with counsellor.)
council taxcouncil tax /kaυnsəl t�ks/ noun the
tax charged by a local council to help pay
for its services
counselcounsel /kaυnsəl/ noun 1. advice � I
should have listened to his wise counsels.
2. a lawyer � counsel for the defence or de-
fence counsel � counsel for the prosecution
or prosecution counsel � verb (counsels,
counselling, counselled) to advise � She
counselled us against buying the house.
counsellingcounselling /kaυnsəlŋ/ noun the prac-
tice of giving advice about problems (NOTE:
The US spelling is counseling.)
counsellorcounsellor /kaυnsələ/ noun an adviser
(NOTE: The US spelling is counselor.)
count

� count /kaυnt/ verb (counts, counting,
counted) 1. to say numbers in order, e.g. 1,
2, 3, 4 [~(up) to] � She’s only two and she
can count up to ten. � Count to five and
then start running. 2. to find out a total �
Did you count how many books there are in
the library? 3. to include when finding out
a total [~as/~towards] � There were sixty
people on the boat if you count the chil-
dren. � Did you my trip to New York count
as holiday? � Will this training count to-
wards my degree? � not counting not in-
cluding � There are three of us, not count-
ing the baby. � We have three computers,
not counting the old ones that don’t work
any more. 4. to be important � Every small

improvement we can achieve counts. � to
count for a lot to be very important � Your
appearance counts for a lot in an inter-
view. � to count for nothing not to be im-
portant � noun 1. the action of counting or
of adding 2. an amount of something, cal-
culated scientifically � Today there is a
high pollen count. � to lose count to no
longer have any idea of a particular number
� I tried to add up all the sales figures but
lost count and had to start again. � I’ve
lost count of the number of times he’s left
his umbrella on the train.

count down phrasal verb to count back-
wards, e.g. 9, 8, 7, 6 � He counted down
the seconds to the launch.
count on phrasal verb to be sure that
someone will do something

countablecountable /kaυntəb(ə)l/ adj 1. which is
able to be counted 2. describing a noun that
is able to form a plural
countdowncountdown /kaυntdaυn/ noun the ac-
tion of counting time backwards, especial-
ly before something takes place
counter

� counter /kaυntə/ noun 1. a long flat
surface in a shop for showing goods for
sale, or in a bank for passing over money �
She put her bag down on the counter and
took out her cheque book. � The cheese
counter is over there. 2. a small round disc
used in games � You’ve thrown a six – you
can move your counter six places. � She
placed a pile of counters on the board. �

verb (counters, countering, countered) 1.
to act or reply in an opposing way � The
adverts are designed to counter familiar
opinions about home and family. 2. to reply
in a way that opposes what has been said �
He accused her of laziness and she coun-
tered with a list of complaints about his
own behaviour.
counter-counter- /kaυntə/ prefix against, in re-
sponse
counteractcounteract /�kaυntər |�kt/ (counter-
acts, counteracting, counteracted) verb
to stop the effects of something
counter-attackcounter-attack /�kaυntərə |�t�k/ noun
an attack against someone who has just at-
tacked you � 24 hours after the enemy at-
tack we launched a counter-attack. � verb
to attack in return � the enemy counter-at-
tacked fiercely
counterclockwisecounterclockwise /�kaυntə |

klɒkwaz/ adv US in the opposite direc-
tion to the hands of a clock
counterfeitcounterfeit /kaυntəft/ adj (of money,
art or documents) false, not real � The po-
lice have warned shopkeepers that coun-
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terfeit £20 notes are in circulation. � You
can see stands in Oxford Street selling
counterfeit jewellery. � verb (counterfeits,
counterfeiting, counterfeited) to make
imitation money � Are the new £10 notes
more difficult to counterfeit than the old
ones? � Only very sophisticated printing
machines can be used to counterfeit ban-
knotes. � noun a thing which has been
forged � There is something wrong with
this passport – in fact it may be a counter-
feit.
counterfoilcounterfoil /kaυntəfɔl/ noun a slip of
paper which you keep after giving some-
one a cheque
counterpartcounterpart /kaυntəpɑ
t/ noun a per-
son who has a similar job or who is in a
similar situation
counter-productivecounter-productive /�kaυntə prə |

d�ktv/ adj which has the opposite effect
to what you want
countesscountess /kaυnts/ noun 1. (in Europe-
an aristocracy) the wife of a count 2. (in the
British aristocracy) the wife of an earl
countlesscountless /kaυntləs/ adj very many
count nouncount noun /kaυnt naυn/ noun a noun
that can be used with ‘a’ or ‘an’ and has a
plural form
country

� country /k�ntri/ (plural countries)
noun 1. an area of land which is has borders
and governs itself � the countries of the EU
� Some African countries voted against the
plan. 2. land which is not in a town � He
lives in the country. � We went walking in
the country. � Road travel is difficult in
country areas. (NOTE: no plural in this
sense)
country clubcountry club /�k�ntri kl�b/ noun a
club in the country, usually offering special
sports facilities such as golf or horse riding
country housecountry house /�k�ntri haυs/ noun a
large house in the country, with gardens
and a park, and sometimes a farm
countrymancountryman /k�ntrimən/ (plural coun-
trymen) noun 1. a person who lives in the
country, not in the town � Countrymen are
protesting about the new tax. 2. a person
who comes from the same country as you
� He felt ashamed of his countrymen when
he saw them fighting at the football stadi-
um.
country musiccountry music /�k�ntri mju
zk/,
country and western /�k�ntri ən
westən/ noun a style of music popular in
the southeastern United States, especially
Tennessee
countryside

� countryside /k�ntrisad/ noun land
which is not in a town � the beautiful Eng-

lish countryside in spring � The country-
side is in danger of being covered in new
houses. (NOTE: no plural)
county

� county /kaυnti/ (plural counties)
noun a district that has some powers of
government over local matters
coupcoup /ku
/, cowp noun 1. the act of taking
over a government by force [~against] � a
failed coup against the military regime Full
form coup d’état 2. a great success, a suc-
cessful move [~for] � Getting the Minister
of Education to open the school exhibition
was a coup for the organisers.
couple

� couple /k�p(ə)l/ noun 1. two things
together 2. two people together � They are
a charming couple. � Several couples
strolled past hand in hand. � verb (cou-
ples, coupling, coupled) 1. to connect two
different things � High tides coupled with
strong winds caused flooding along the
coast. 2. to join two machines together �
Couple the trailer to the back of the truck.
� a couple of 1. two � They’ve got a couple
of children. 2. a few � The film lasted a
couple of hours.
couponcoupon /ku
pɒn/ noun a piece of paper
which is used in place of money or in place
of a ticket
couragecourage /k�rd�/ noun the ability to
deal with a dangerous or unpleasant situa-
tion � She showed great courage in attack-
ing the burglar. � I didn’t have the courage
to disagree with him. (NOTE: no plural)
courageouscourageous /kə|red�əs/ adj brave
courgettecourgette /kɔ
|�et/ noun the young fruit
of the marrow
couriercourier /kυriə/ noun 1. a person who
carries messages � a motorcycle courier 2.
a guide for tourists on a package tour � We
were met at the airport by a courier. � The
courier tried hard to deal with all our com-
plaints about the hotel.
course

� course /kɔ
s/ noun 1. a series of les-
sons [~in] � I’m taking a maths course. �
The hotel offers weekend courses in a vari-
ety of arts and crafts. 2. a series of medical
treatments � He’s taking a course of anti-
biotics. 3. a separate part of a meal � a five-
course meal � The first course is soup, and
then you can have either fish or roast lamb.
4. the direction in which someone or some-
thing, especially a vehicle, is moving in, or
will move in � in due course after a cer-
tain amount of time � If you study for sev-
eral years at college, in due course you will
get a degree. � Put a coin in the slot and in
due course the machine will produce a tick-
et. � in the course of during a period of
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time � He’s got much richer in the course
of the last few years.
coursebookcoursebook /kɔ
sbυk/ noun a book
used by students taking a certain course
courseworkcoursework /kɔ
sw#
k/ noun work
which students must complete during an
academic course
court

� court /kɔ
t/ noun 1. a room with a
judge who tries criminals, sometimes with
a jury � The court was packed for the open-
ing of the murder trial. � Please tell the
court what you saw when you opened the
door. � The defendant was in court for
three hours. � to take someone to court to
arrange for someone to come to a court to
end an argument 2. an area where sports
such as tennis or basketball are played �
The tennis courts are behind the hotel. � to
be on court to be playing tennis 3. a group
of people living round a king or queen
court casecourt case /kɔ
t kes/ noun a legal ac-
tion or trial
courteouscourteous /k#
tiəs/ adj polite
courtesycourtesy /k#
təsi/ noun politeness �
The hotel staff showed us every courtesy. �
She might have had the courtesy to apolo-
gise. � Children should show some courte-
sy towards their grandparents. � (by) cour-
tesy of as a gift from, or with the kind per-
mission of � a box of chocolates by
courtesy of the management � He arrived
home two hours late, courtesy of the train
service.
court-martialcourt-martial /�kɔ
t mɑ
ʃ(ə)l/ (plural
courts-martial or court-martials) noun 1. a
court which tries someone serving in the
armed forces for offences against military
discipline � He was found guilty by court-
martial and sentenced to imprisonment. 2.
the trial of someone serving in the armed
forces by the armed forces authorities �
The court-martial was held in the army
headquarters. (NOTE: + court-martial v)
court ordercourt order /kɔ
t �ɔ
də/ noun an order
issued by a judge
courtroomcourtroom /kɔ
tru
m/ noun a room
where a judge holds a trial
courtshipcourtship /kɔ
tʃp/ noun 1. a period
when a man and a woman form a romantic
relationship before getting married 2. a
special display put on by animals to attract
the opposite sex
courtyardcourtyard /kɔ
tjɑ
d/ noun a small
square area surrounded by buildings
couscouscouscous /ku
sku
s/ noun 1. a food
made of small grains of wheat 2. a dish of
meat and couscous

cousin

� cousin /k�z(ə)n/ noun the son or
daughter of your uncle or aunt
covecove /kəυv/ noun a small bay � Do you
remember the small cove where we loved to
go swimming?
covenantcovenant /k�vənənt/ noun a legal con-
tract
cover

� cover /k�və/ noun 1. something that
you put over something else to protect it or
keep it clean 2. the front and back of a book
or magazine � She read the book from cov-
er to cover. 3. a place where you can hide
or shelter � They ran for cover when it
started to rain. � to take cover to find a
place to shelter from something such as
rain � It started to rain and they took cover
under a tree. � When the robbers started
shooting, the policeman took cover behind
a wall. � verb (covers, covering, covered)
1. to put something over something else to
keep it clean � You should cover the furni-
ture with sheets before you start painting
the ceiling. 2. to hide something [~with] �

He covered the hole in the ground with
branches. � She covered her face with her
hands. 3. to travel a certain distance � They
made good progress, covering twenty miles
a day. � under cover under a roof, not in
the open air � If it rains the meal will be
served under cover.

cover up phrasal verb 1. to cover some-
thing completely � He covered up the
mark on the wall with white paint. 2. to
try to hide something that someone has
done wrong [~for] � The staff tried to cov-
er up for their boss’s absence.

cover girlcover girl /k�və (#
l/ noun a female
model whose picture appears on the front
cover of a magazine
coveringcovering /k�v(ə)rŋ/ noun a thing
which covers
covering lettercovering letter /�k�vərŋ letə/ noun a
letter explaining what is enclosed with it
covertcovert /kəυvət, k�vət/ adj hidden or
secret
cover-upcover-up /k�vər �p/ noun the hiding of
a scandal
cover versioncover version /k�və �v#
ʃ(ə)n/ noun a
new version of a song, recorded by some-
one other than the original singer
covetcovet /k�vət/ (covets, coveting, covet-
ed) verb to want something which belongs
to someone else
covetedcoveted /k�vətd/ adj which everyone
wants
cow

� cow /kaυ/ noun a large female farm an-
imal, kept to give milk � a field of cows �
The farmer was milking a cow.
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cowardcoward /kaυəd/ noun a person who is
not brave
cowardicecowardice /kaυəds/ noun the state of
not being brave
cowardlycowardly /kaυədli/ adj not brave
cowboy hatcowboy hat /kaυbɔ h�t/ noun a large
wide-brimmed hat worn by cowboys
cowercower /kaυə/ (cowers, cowering, cow-
ered) verb to crouch down because you are
afraid
co-workerco-worker /kəυ �w#
kə/ noun someone
who shares their work with one or more
people
coycoy /kɔ/ adj timid or shy
coyotecoyote /kɔ |əυti/ noun an American wild
animal, like a small wolf
crabbycrabby /kr�bi/ adj bad-tempered
crack

� crack /kr�k/ noun 1. a sharp sound �
the crack of a whip � The crack of a twig
behind her made her turn round. 2. a long
thin break in a surface � A crack appeared
in the ceiling. � Her ring fell down a crack
in the floorboards. � The field is so dry it is
full of cracks. � verb (cracks, cracking,
cracked) 1. to make a sharp sound � A twig
cracked as he stepped on it. 2. to make a
long thin break in something � The stone
cracked the glass.
crackdowncrackdown /kr�kdaυn/ noun a cam-
paign against something (informal)
crackercracker /kr�kə/ noun 1. a little firework
which makes a series of bangs � Crackers
were going off all round the procession to
the temple. 2. a colourful paper tube which
makes a little bang when it is pulled, given
at Christmas parties
cracklecrackle /kr�k(ə)l/ (crackles, crackling,
crackled) verb to make little dry sounds,
like something burning � The bonfire
crackled away in a corner of the garden.
cracklingcrackling /kr�klŋ/ noun hard baked
pork skin
cradlecradle /kred(ə)l/ noun 1. a baby’s bed
which can be rocked � She rocked the baby
to sleep in its cradle. 2. a support for a
piece of machinery 3. a place where some-
thing started � Greece is the cradle of West-
ern civilisation. � verb (cradles, cradling,
cradled) to hold something gently in your
arms or hands � The little girl was cradling
her doll.
craftcraft /krɑ
ft/ noun 1. the skill of making
something by hand � traditional rural
crafts such as thatching � He learnt the
craft of furniture-making as a boy. 2. a ship
� The sleek craft slipped out of harbour. �
All sizes of craft took part in the rescue.

craftsmancraftsman /krɑ
ftsmən/ (plural crafts-
men) noun an artist who is expert at mak-
ing things by hand
craftsmanshipcraftsmanship /krɑ
ftsmənʃp/ noun
the skill of a craftsman
craftswomancraftswoman /krɑ
ftswυmən/ (plural
craftswomen) noun a woman who is ex-
pert at making things by hand
crafty

� crafty /krɑ
fti/ (craftier, craftiest) adj
good at getting the things you want, often
in a way that is not completely honest
(NOTE: + craftily adv)
cragcrag /kr�(/ noun a steep cliff
cram

� cram /kr�m/ (crams, cramming,
crammed) verb 1. to squeeze something
into a small space � She crammed all her
clothes into a little suitcase. � Don’t try to
cram so many interviews into one day. 2. to
learn facts hurriedly before an examination
� Everybody’s at home cramming for their
finals.
crampcramp /kr�mp/ noun a pain in a tight
muscle which will not relax � He went
swimming and got cramp in the cold water.
� She woke up with cramp in her right leg.
crampedcramped /kr�mpt/ adj too small or too
close together � On some planes, the seats
are very cramped.
cranberrycranberry /kr�nb(ə)ri/ (plural cranber-
ries) noun a bitter wild red berry, used to
make a sharp sweet sauce or drink
cranecrane /kren/ noun a tall metal piece of
equipment for lifting heavy things � The
container slipped as the crane was lifting it
onto the ship.
craniumcranium /kreniəm/ noun the bones
covering the top part of the head
crankcrank /kr�ŋk/ noun 1. a metal arm with a
right angle, often mounted on a shaft �
You’ll need a crank to start the engine. 2. a
very strange person � She’s a bit of a crank
when it comes to food, because there are so
many things she won’t eat.

crank out phrasal verb to produce a se-
ries of things as if by a machine (informal)

crash

� crash /kr�ʃ/ noun 1. an accident
where vehicles are damaged � He was
killed in a train crash. � None of the pas-
sengers was hurt in the coach crash. � His
car was badly damaged in the crash. 2. a
loud noise when something falls over �

The ladder fell down with a crash. � There
was a loud crash in the kitchen. 3. the col-
lapse of a company � He lost all his sav-
ings in the bank crash. 4. the complete
breakdown of a computer � verb (crashes,
crashing, crashed) 1. (of vehicles) to hit
something and be damaged [~against/in-
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to/through etc] � The bus crashed into a
wall. 2. to fall, making a loud noise
[~against/into/through etc] � The wall came
crashing down. � The ladder crashed onto
the floor. 3. (of a company) to collapse � He
lost all his savings when the bank crashed.
4. (of a computer) to stop working � The
hard disk has crashed but we think the data
can be retrieved.
crash barriercrash barrier /kr�ʃ �b�riə/ noun a
strong fence to prevent cars from running
off the road
crash coursecrash course /kr�ʃ kɔ
s/ noun a
course of fast hard study
crash helmetcrash helmet /kr�ʃ �helmt/ noun a
hard hat worn by motorcyclists
crash-landingcrash-landing /kr�ʃ l�ndŋ/ noun the
act of landing a plane heavily, without us-
ing the wheels
crasscrass /kr�s/ adj rude, stupid or coarse,
not caring about what people think
cratecrate /kret/ noun 1. a large wooden box
� The dinner set arrived safely, carefully
packed in a wooden crate. 2. a container
for bottles � a beer crate � The office or-
ders a crate of milk every day.
cratercrater /kretə/ noun 1. a hole made by a
bomb � Over the winter, the bomb craters
filled up with rainwater. 2. a round hole at
the top of a volcano � A group of scientists
flew over the crater to monitor the activity
of the volcano. 3. a round hole on the Moon
or a planet, where a meteorite has hit it � A
map of the craters of the Moon.
cravecrave /krev/ (craves, craving, craved)
verb to want something very much
cravingcraving /krevŋ/ noun a strong desire
crawlcrawl /krɔ
l/ verb (crawls, crawling,
crawled) 1. to move around on your hands
and knees � The baby has just started to
crawl. 2. to travel along slowly � The traf-
fic was crawling along. � noun 1. a very
slow speed � The traffic on the motorway
was reduced to a crawl. 2. a swimming
style where each arm goes over your head
in turn � He won the 100m crawl. (NOTE: no
plural)
crayoncrayon /kreɒn/ noun a coloured wax
stick, used especially by children for draw-
ing
crazecraze /krez/ noun a new fashion [~for] �
the current craze for purple shoes
crazedcrazed /krezd/ adj behaving wildly
crazy

� crazy /krezi/ adj 1. not sensible � It
was a crazy idea to go mountain-climbing
in sandals. 2. very enthusiastic about
something or someone [~ about] � He’s
crazy about her. � She’s crazy about ball-

room dancing. � to drive someone crazy
to have an effect on someone so that they
become very annoyed � The noise is driv-
ing me crazy. � All this work is driving her
crazy.
creakcreak /kri
k/ verb (creaks, creaking,
creaked) to make a squeaky noise � noun a
noise like that of wood moving � She heard
a creak on the stairs and sat up in bed.
(NOTE: Do not confuse with creek.)
cream

� cream /kri
m/ noun 1. the thick yellow
part of milk, full of fat � I like strawberries
and cream. 2. any soft smooth substance
used, e.g. for cleaning or for protecting the
skin � face cream � shaving cream � shoe
cream 3. the colour of cream � adj of a yel-
low-white colour � He was wearing a
cream shirt. � Do you like our new cream
carpet?
cream cheesecream cheese /kri
m tʃi
z/ noun a soft
white cheese
creasecrease /kri
s/ noun 1. a mark made in
cloth by ironing � Trousers should have a
crease in front. 2. a mark made by folding
accidentally � She ironed his shirts to re-
move the creases. � verb (creases, creas-
ing, creased) to make folds accidentally in
something � After two hours in the car, my
skirt was badly creased and had to be
pressed.
creasedcreased /kri
st/ adj showing creases
from having been crushed or folded �

Hang up your clothes as soon as you arrive
otherwise everything will stay creased.
create

� create /kri |et/ (creates, creating,
created) verb to make or invent something
� a government scheme which aims at cre-
ating new jobs for young people
creation

� creation /kri|eʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the act
of making or inventing something � Our
aim is the creation of new jobs for young
unemployed people. 2. something which
has been made, especially something artis-
tic or unusual
creative

� creative /kri |etv/ adj full of ideas,
always making something � He’s a very
creative child.
creative writingcreative writing /kri |�etv ratŋ/
noun the writing of stories, poems and oth-
er works of the imagination
creativity

� creativity /�kri
e |tvti/ noun being
full of ideas, always creating things
creatorcreator /kri |etə/ noun a person who
makes or invents something
creature

� creature /kri
tʃə/ noun 1. an animal,
especially one that you don’t know a name
for � Lift any stone and you’ll find all sorts
of little creatures underneath. � We try not
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to harm any living creature. � Some sea
creatures live in holes in the sand. 2. an im-
aginary animal or living being
crèchecrèche /kreʃ/ noun a special room or
building where babies and small children
can be looked after, often on a company’s
premises
credencecredence /kri
d(ə)ns/ noun a belief that
something is correct or true
credentialscredentials /kr|denʃəlz/ plural noun
letters or documents which describe a per-
son’s qualities and skills � The new pro-
duction manager has very impressive cre-
dentials.
credibility

� credibility /�kred|blti/ noun the
quality of being able to be believed
crediblecredible /kredb(ə)l/ adj which can be
believed
credit

� credit /kredt/ noun 1. praise for
something which is well deserved [~for] �
The professor took all the credit for the in-
vention. 2. the length of time given to pay
for something � We give purchasers six
months’ credit. 3. the side of an account
showing money that you have got or which
is owed to you � We paid in £100 to the
credit of Mr Smith. � plural noun credits
the list of people who helped to make a
film or TV programme � Her name ap-
pears in the credits. � verb (credits, credit-
ing, credited) to pay money into an ac-
count � to credit an account with £100 or
to credit £100 to an account � on credit
without paying immediately � We bought
the dining room furniture on credit.
creditablecreditable /kredtəb(ə)l/ adj which
does you credit, which should be praised
credit cardcredit card /kredt kɑ
d/ noun a plastic
card which allows you to borrow money
and to buy goods without paying for them
immediately
credit limitcredit limit /kredt �lmt/ noun the
maximum amount of money that a custom-
er is allowed to spend on credit or charge to
their credit card
creditor

� creditor /kredtə/ noun a person who
is owed money
creedcreed /kri
d/ noun a statement of what
you believe � Retraining for the unem-
ployed is one of the government’s creeds.
creekcreek /kri
k/ noun US a small river � up
the creek in a difficult situation (informal)
� If we don’t get any money by tomorrow
evening we’ll all be up the creek.
creepcreep /kri
p/ (creeps, creeping, crept or
creeped) verb 1. to move around quietly �
They crept softly down the stairs. � to
creep up on someone to come up close be-

hind someone without that person realising
it 2. to move slowly � The traffic was
creeping along the motorway because of
the fog. � to give someone the creeps to
make someone feel nervous and uncom-
fortable � I don’t like that teacher – he
gives me the creeps.
creepycreepy /kri
pi/ (creepier, creepiest) adj
which makes you feel strangely uncom-
fortable (informal )
crematecremate /kr |met/ (cremates, cremat-
ing, cremated) verb to burn a dead body
(NOTE: + cremation n)
crematoriumcrematorium /kremə |tɔ
riəm/ noun a
place where the bodies of dead people are
burnt (NOTE: The US term is crematory.)
crepe papercrepe paper /krep pepə/, crêpe pa-
per noun slightly crinkly coloured paper
creptcrept /krept/ past tense and past partici-
ple of creep
crescendocrescendo /kr |ʃendəυ/ noun 1. an in-
crease in sound, especially in music � to
rise to or reach a crescendo to become
much louder � The music suddenly rose to
a crescendo. 2. a rising to reach a high
point � A crescendo of complaints came
into the office. � Protests from the public
reached a crescendo with a march on
Downing Street.
crescentcrescent /krez(ə)nt/ noun 1. a curved
shape, like a new moon � The new moon
hung like a silver crescent over the lake. 2.
a street which forms a semicircle � the
beautiful 18th-century houses in Bath’s fa-
mous crescents
crestcrest /krest/ noun 1. the highest point
along the length of a mountain or a wave �
Follow the path along the crest of the hill –
the view is splendid. � The crests of some
of the waves reached 30 feet. 2. the highest
point of something � When the president
was elected he was at the crest of his pop-
ularity. 3. the feathers on the head of a bird
� a striking black cockerel with a red crest
� A peacock has a tall coloured crest. 4. a
coat of arms � His family crest is a red lion.
� His college crest is still hanging on his
bedroom wall.
crevassecrevasse /krə |v�s/ noun a deep crack in
hard ground
crevicecrevice /krevs/ noun a small crack in a
rock or wall
crew

� crew /kru
/ noun the people who work
on a vehicle such as boat or aircraft � The
lifeboat rescued the crew of the sinking
ship. � The plane was carrying 125 pas-
sengers and a crew of six.
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crewman

crewman /kru
mən/ noun a man who is
a member of a ship’s crew
crew neck

crew neck /kru
 nek/ noun a sweater
with a tight round neck
crib

crib /krb/ noun 1. US a baby’s bed 2. a
model of the scene of the first Christmas
displayed in a church at Christmas 3. a
word-for-word translation or list of an-
swers to help a student with homework
crick

crick /krk/ noun a pain in the neck or
back
cricket

� cricket /krkt/ noun a game played
between two teams of eleven players using
bats and a hard ball � We haven’t played
much cricket this year – the weather has
been too bad. � We are going to a cricket
match this afternoon.
cricketer

cricketer /krktə/ noun a person who
plays cricket
cried

cried /krad/ past tense and past participle
of cry
cries

cries /kraz/ 3rd person singular present
of cry
crime

� crime /kram/ noun 1. illegal behav-
iour � We must try to reduce the levels of
crime in the inner cities. � The government
is trying to deal with the problem of crime
on the streets or with the street crime prob-
lem. 2. a specific illegal act � More crimes
are committed at night than during the
daytime.
crime wave

crime wave /kram wev/ noun an in-
crease in the number of crimes
criminal

� criminal /krmn(ə)l/ adj referring to
illegal acts � the criminal justice system �

Stealing is a criminal offence. � noun a per-
son who commits a crime
criminalisecriminalise /krmnəlaz/ (criminalis-
es, criminalising, criminalised), criminal-
ize verb to make something illegal
criminal law

criminal law /�krmn(ə)l lɔ
/ noun
laws which deal with crimes against the
law of the land, which are punished by the
state. Compare civil law
criminal recordcriminal record /�krmn(ə)l rekɔ
d/
noun a police record that lists any crimes
that a person has been arrested for
crimsoncrimson /krmzən/ adj deep bright red
cringe

cringe /krnd�/ (cringes, cringing,
cringed) verb 1. to bend to avoid a blow �

The little boy cringed when he heard his fa-
ther shouting. 2. to be embarrassed � See-
ing the boss trying to make jokes just
makes me cringe. � She cringed when her
son started to play the violin.

crinklecrinkle /krŋk(ə)l/ (crinkles, crinkling,
crinkled) verb to fold or crush something,
making many small creases
cripplecripple /krp(ə)l/ noun a person who is
disabled or has difficulty in walking (offen-
sive) � Cripples sat outside the hotel, beg-
ging for money from tourists. � verb (crip-
ples, crippling, crippled) 1. to disable
someone � He was crippled in a mining ac-
cident. 2. to prevent something from work-
ing � The explosion crippled the super-
tanker and she drifted towards the rocks. �
The bus and rail strike has crippled the
capital’s transport system.
crisis

� crisis /krass/ (plural crises) noun a
serious situation where decisions have to
be taken very quickly [~in] � an interna-
tional crisis � a crisis in education
crispcrisp /krsp/ adj 1. (of food) hard, able to
be broken into pieces and making a noise
when you bite it � These biscuits are not
crisp any more, they have gone soft. � Pick
an apple off the tree, they’re really very
crisp. 2. cold and sunny � It was a beautiful
crisp morning, with frost glinting on the
grass. � She could see her breath in the
crisp mountain air.
criss-crosscriss-cross /krs krɒs/ verb to go back-
wards and forwards in different directions
� We dodged through the cars, bicycles,
carts and pedestrians criss-crossing the
street.
criterion

� criterion /kra |təriən/ (plural crite-
ria) noun the standard by which things are
judged � Does the candidate satisfy all our
criteria?
critic

� critic /krtk/ noun 1. a person who ex-
amines something and comments on it, es-
pecially a person who writes comments on
new plays and films for a newspaper �

She’s the TV critic of the ‘Times’. � The
film was praised by all the critics. 2. a per-
son who says that something is bad or
wrong � The chairman tried to answer his
critics at the meeting.
critical

� critical /krtk(ə)l/ adj 1. dangerous
and difficult � With the enemy attacking on
all sides, our position was becoming criti-
cal. 2. extremely important � He made a
critical decision to break off the negotia-
tions. 3. very serious � The pilot of the
plane was in a critical condition last night.
� The hospital said that her condition was
critical. 4. criticising someone or some-
thing � The report was highly critical of the
minister.
critical masscritical mass /�krtk(ə)l m�s/ noun
the minimum size that something must
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reach before it can operate successfully,
e.g. the number of customers needed be-
fore a business can begin to make money
criticise

� criticise /krtsaz/ (criticises, criti-
cising, criticised), criticize verb to say that
something or someone is bad or wrong �

She criticised their lack of interest and en-
thusiasm. � The design of the new car has
been criticised.
criticism

� criticism /krtsz(ə)m/ noun an un-
favourable comment or comments � There
was a lot of criticism of the government’s
plan.
critique

� critique /kr |ti
k/ noun a piece of care-
ful literary criticism
croakcroak /krəυk/ (croaks, croaking,
croaked) verb to make a deep sound � The
frogs started croaking in the pond. (NOTE: +
croak n)
crochetcrochet /krəυʃe/ (crochets, crochet-
ing, crocheted) verb to make something
out of wool, using a hooked needle � Who
crocheted the beautiful jumper you are
wearing?
crockerycrockery /krɒkəri/ noun cups, saucers
and plates made from pottery
crocodilecrocodile /krɒkədal/ noun a large rep-
tile which lives in or near rivers and lakes
and eats other animals � Crocodiles lay on
the banks of the river waiting for the ani-
mals to come to drink.
crocuscrocus /krəυkəs/ (plural crocuses or
croci) noun a little spring flower, in various
colours, especially yellow and purple
croissantcroissant /kw�sɒŋ/ noun a rolled pas-
try, made in a curved shape
cronycrony /krəυni/ (plural cronies) noun an
old friend (disapproving)
cronyismcronyism /krəυniz(ə)m/ noun giving
jobs to your old friends (disapproving)
crookcrook /krυk/ noun 1. a dishonest dealer �
I don’t trust the government – they’re a
bunch of crooks. � That secondhand car
dealer is a bit of a crook. 2. a bend � She
held the baby in the crook of her arm.
crookedcrooked /krυkd/ adj bent, not straight �
That picture is crooked.
crooncroon /kru
n/ (croons, crooning,
crooned) verb to sing in a soft voice
crop

� crop /krɒp/ noun plants such as vegeta-
bles or cereals grown for food � The bad
weather has set the crops back by three
weeks. � We had a wonderful crop of pota-
toes or a wonderful potato crop this year.

crop up phrasal verb to happen suddenly
(informal)

croquetcroquet /krəυki/ noun a game played on
grass
cross

� cross /krɒs/ verb (crosses, crossing,
crossed) 1. to go across something to the
other side � She just crossed the road with-
out looking to see if there was any traffic
coming. 2. to put one thing across another
� He crossed his arms and looked annoyed.
� She sat down and crossed her legs. � The
road crosses the railway line about 10km
from here. � noun a shape made where one
line has another going across it [~between/]
� Write your name where I have put a
cross. � adj angry � The teacher will be
cross with you for missing school. � Don’t
be cross – the children were only trying to
help.

cross off, cross out� phrasal verb to
draw a line through something which has
been written to show that it should not be
there

crossbarcrossbar /krɒsbɑ
/ noun 1. a bar which
goes across a space, especially a bar which
goes between the posts forming a goal �
He kicked the ball over the crossbar and
converted the try. � He almost scored, but
the ball hit the crossbar. 2. a bar which
crosses the frame of a man’s bicycle, from
the seat to the steering column � She sat on
his crossbar. � Girls’ bicycles normally
don’t have crossbars.
crossbowcrossbow /krɒsbəυ/ noun a weapon
which fires bolts
crossed chequecrossed cheque /�krɒst tʃek/ noun a
cheque which has two lines drawn across it
and can only be paid into a bank
cross-examinationcross-examination /�krɒs (z�m|

neʃ(ə)n/ noun the questioning of wit-
nesses called by the other side in a case
(NOTE: + cross-examine v)
cross-eyedcross-eyed /�krɒs ad/ adj with eyes
that do not face forwards, but look inwards
towards the nose (offensive)
crossfirecrossfire /krɒsfaə/ noun gunfire from
two directions, so that the fire crosses
crossing

� crossing /krɒsŋ/ noun 1. an occa-
sion of going across to the other side of an
area of water � How long is the crossing
from England to Germany? 2. a place
where you go across safely � Cars have to
take care at the railway crossing.
cross-leggedcross-legged /krɒs le(d/ adj, adv with
one ankle over the other � He was sitting
cross-legged on the floor.
crossovercrossover /krɒsəυvə/ noun the situa-
tion where one style mixes with another or
becomes popular with a different kind of
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audience � He made the crossover from pi-
anist to conductor without any difficulty.
cross-referencecross-reference /�krɒs ref(ə)rəns/
noun a note in a reference book telling the
reader to look in another part of the book
for further information � Please, check all
cross-references for accuracy. � Cross-ref-
erences are not only useful to readers but
also save time. � verb to refer to something
in another part of a text
crossroadscrossroads /krɒsrəυdz/ noun a place
where one road crosses another
cross-sectioncross-section /krɒs �sekʃən/ noun 1. a
diagram made to show the inside of some-
thing, as if it had been cut through � The
picture shows a cross-section of the Chan-
nel Tunnel. � Diagram 4 is a cross-section
of a diesel engine. 2. a typical group of
people � The team consulted a cross-sec-
tion of the public in the shopping centre.
cross-trainercross-trainer /krɒs trenə/ noun 1. a
shoe designed for more than one sporting
activity 2. an exercise machine intended to
develop many different groups of muscles
cross-trainingcross-training /krɒs trenŋ/ noun
training in different sports such as running
and weightlifting, usually in order to im-
prove performance in one of the sports
crosswalkcrosswalk /krɒswɔ
k/ noun US a place
where you can walk safely across a street
crosswordcrossword /krɒsw#
d/, crossword
puzzle noun a puzzle where small squares
have to be filled with letters to spell words
crotchcrotch /krɒtʃ/ noun a place between the
tops of your legs
crotchetycrotchety /krɒtʃti/ adj irritable
crouch

� crouch /kraυtʃ/ (crouches, crouch-
ing, crouched) verb to bend down low �

He crouched in the bottom of the boat. �
She crouched down to talk to the child.
croutoncrouton /kru
tɒn/ noun a crunchy cube
of fried bread used as a garnish
crowcrow /krəυ/ noun a large black bird � The
crows make such a noise in the trees that it
wakes us up. � verb (crows, crowing,
crowed or crew, crowed) 1. (of a cock) to
make a loud call � The sound of the cock
crowing woke them all up. 2. to boast about
something [~about] � as the crow flies in a
straight line � It’s only a couple of miles as
the crow flies, but since there’s no bridge
over the river, it takes over half an hour to
drive there.
crowbarcrowbar /krəυbɑ
/ noun a heavy metal
bar for opening boxes and lifting things
crowd

� crowd /kraυd/ noun a very large
number of people together � A crowd of
schoolchildren went past. � Someone in the

crowd outside the cinema shouted a warn-
ing. � Let’s get an early train home to
avoid the crowds after work. � verb
(crowds, crowding, crowded) to group to-
gether [~round/around/~into] � The children
were crowding round their teacher. � All
the rugby fans crowded into the pub.
crowded

� crowded /kraυdd/ adj full of a large
number of people � The town gets very
crowded during the holiday season. � The
stands were crowded before the game
started.
crown

� crown /kraυn/ noun a round metal dec-
oration that a king or queen wears on his or
her head � verb (crowns, crowning,
crowned) 1. to make someone king or
queen by placing a crown on his or her
head � The Queen was crowned in West-
minster Abbey. 2. to be a very good end to
a set of things that happen � He crowned
his career by winning a gold medal. � to
crown it all used to refer to the last of sev-
eral bad things to happen � To crown it all,
he lost his car keys.
crowningcrowning /kraυnŋ/ adj representing
outstanding achievement
crucial

� crucial /kru
ʃ(ə)l/ adj extremely im-
portant � It is crucial that the story be kept
out of the papers.
crucifixcrucifix /kru
sfks/ noun a cross with a
figure of Jesus Christ on it
crucifixioncrucifixion /�kru
s |fkʃən/ noun the act
of killing a person by nailing him to a cross
crucifycrucify /kru
sfa/ (crucifies, crucify-
ing, crucified) verb 1. to nail someone to a
cross as a punishment � Christ was cruci-
fied between two thieves. 2. to criticise
someone sharply � My brother would cru-
cify me if he knew I had used his car with-
out asking him. � I can’t call her now,
she’d crucify me if I woke her up.
cruel

� cruel /kru
əl/ (crueller, cruellest) adj
making a person or animal suffer [~to] �
You mustn’t be cruel to your new puppy.
cruelty

� cruelty /kru
əlti/ noun the act of be-
ing cruel [~to] � The zoo keeper was ac-
cused of cruelty to animals.
cruisecruise /kru
z/ noun a holiday consisting
of a long journey in a ship, stopping at dif-
ferent places � When he retired they went
on a cruise round the Mediterranean. �

verb (cruises, cruising, cruised) to go in a
boat from place to place � They spent May
cruising in the Mediterranean. � The ship
cruised from island to island.
cruise missilecruise missile /�kru
z msal/ noun a
long-range guided missile
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cruisercruiser /kru
zə/ noun a large warship,
smaller than a battleship � How many
cruisers can the Navy send to the war
zone?
crumbcrumb /kr�m/ noun a small piece that has
broken off some dry food such as bread,
cake or biscuits
crumblecrumble /kr�mbəl/ (crumbles, crum-
bling, crumbled) verb 1. to break up into
small pieces, or to break something up into
small pieces � If you make it too dry it will
just crumble when you eat it. � He picked
up a lump of dry earth and crumbled it be-
tween his fingers. 2. to collapse � As the
witness said what he had seen, the defend-
ant’s case crumbled. � All her confidence
began to crumble.
crumplecrumple /kr�mpəl/ (crumples, crum-
pling, crumpled) verb 1. to crush or to
screw something up into a ball � I heard
him crumple up the paper and throw it into
the wastepaper basket. 2. to become full of
lines or folds � Her shirt was crumpled be-
cause she had been lying on the grass. �

The box was full of crumpled bits of paper.
crunchcrunch /kr�ntʃ/ verb (crunches, crunch-
ing, crunched) 1. to bite something hard,
making a loud noise � She was crunching
an apple when the phone rang. 2. to crush
something hard or dry � The gravel
crunched under his boots. � noun 1. the
sound of something hard or dry being
crushed 2. a situation when something
must happen or be decided (informal) � The
crunch will come when the firm has no
cash to pay the wages. � if or when it
comes to the crunch if or when a point of
decision is reached � When it came to the
crunch, the other side backed down.
crunchycrunchy /kr�ntʃi/ adj which makes a
noise when you are eating
crusadecrusade /kru
 |sed/ noun a strong action
to stop or change something [~against] �
The government has launched a crusade
against drugs.
crushcrush /kr�ʃ/ noun 1. a mass of people �

She was hurt in the crush of people trying
to get to the exit. � He lost his briefcase in
the crush on the train. 2. � to have a crush
on someone to have a feeling of love for
someone you do not know very well
(informal) � She had a crush on her tennis
coach.
crushingcrushing /kr�ʃŋ/ adj which takes away
all hope
crustcrust /kr�st/ noun 1. a hard outer layer
that covers something softer 2. the hard
outside layer of bread � You can cut the

crusts off the sandwiches. 3. the layer of
pastry on top of a pie 4. the outer layer of
the Earth
crustycrusty /kr�sti/ (crustier, crustiest) adj
1. with a hard outside layer � We had an ex-
cellent salad with a glass of wine and a
piece of fresh crusty bread. 2. getting angry
easily � The club is full of crusty old men
nodding in leather armchairs.
crutchcrutch /kr�tʃ/ noun a strong support for a
patient with an injured leg, formed of a
stick with a holding bar or a T-bar which
fits under the shoulder
cruxcrux /kr�ks/ noun the central point of a
problem
cry

� cry /kra/ verb (cries, crying, cried) 1.
to have tears coming out of your eyes � The
baby cried when her mother took away her
toys. � Cutting up onions makes me cry. �
Many people were crying when they left the
cinema. 2. to call out � ‘Hello there,’ she
cried. � noun (plural cries) 1. a loud shout
[~of/~for] � a cry of pain � No one heard
her cries for help. 2. a sound made by a
bird or other animal
cryptcrypt /krpt/ noun a cellar under a church
crypticcryptic /krptk/ adj secret and mysteri-
ous
crystalcrystal /krstəl/ noun a solid chemical
substance with a regular shape � The salt
formed crystals at the bottom of the jar.
crystal ballcrystal ball /�krstəl bɔ
l/ noun a for-
tune teller’s glass ball, regarded as a means
of predicting what will happen in the future
crystal clearcrystal clear /�krstəl kli
ə/ adj very
clear, simple to understand
crystallisecrystallise /krstəlaz/ (crystallises,
crystallising, crystallised), crystallize
verb 1. to form crystals � Water crystallises
to form snow. 2. to take shape � Following
the meeting, our ideas began to crystallise.
cubecube /kju
b/ noun 1. a shape like a box,
where all six sides are squares of the same
size � The design for the library consists of
a series of cubes. 2. something shaped like
a cube � He put two cubes of sugar in his
tea. � The ice cubes chinked in the glasses.
3. (in mathematics) the result when a
number is multiplied by itself twice � 27 is
the cube of 3.
cubic

� cubic /kju
bk/ adj measured in vol-
ume by multiplying length, depth and
width (NOTE: Cubic is written in figures as 3:
6m3 = six cubic metres; 10ft3 = ten cubic
feet.)
cuckoocuckoo /kυku
/ (plural cuckoos) noun a
bird which has a cry that sounds like its
name and which lays its eggs in other
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birds’ nests � When you hear the first cuck-
oo you know that winter is over. � The
cuckoo lays its eggs in the nests of other
birds.
cucumbercucumber /kju
k�mbə/ noun a long
dark green vegetable used mainly in salads
cuddlecuddle /k�d(ə)l/ verb (cuddles, cud-
dling, cuddled) to put your arms round
someone and hold them close to you �
noun an act of putting your arms round
someone and holding them close to you �
She picked up her daughter and gave her a
cuddle.

cuddle up verb to stand, sit or lie close to
someone [~to] � The children cuddled up
to their mother.

cuddlycuddly /k�d(ə)li/ adj soft and pleasant to
hold or hug
cuecue /kju
/ noun 1. something that happens
or is said which makes something starts
happening [~for] � Her announcement was
the cue for a general celebration. 2. (in a
play) words after which you have to speak
or do something � The gunshot is your cue
to rush onto the stage screaming. 3. a long
stick for playing billiards or snooker
cuffcuff /k�f/ noun 1. the end of the sleeve
round the wrist � The collar and cuffs of his
shirt were dirty and frayed. 2. US a folded
part at the bottom of each leg of a pair of
trousers � This year, slacks with cuffs are
back in fashion. (NOTE: The British term is
turnup.) 3. a hit with an open hand � She
gave him a cuff on the back of the head to
shut him up. � verb (cuffs, cuffing, cuffed)
to hit someone � The parents said he had
cuffed the child on the head.
cuisinecuisine /kw |zi
n/ noun a style of cook-
ing � Chinese cuisine is very different from
European. � French cuisine is more and
more popular in England. (NOTE: From the
French word for ‘kitchen’.)
cul-de-saccul-de-sac /k�l də �s�k/ (plural culs-
de-sac or cul-de-sacs) noun a small street
which is only open at one end
culinaryculinary /k�ln(ə)ri/ adj referring to
cooking
cullcull /k�l/ noun the practice of killing a cer-
tain number of animals in order to keep the
population under control � The deer cull
takes place in early October. � verb (culls,
culling, culled) to kill a certain number of
animals in order to keep the population un-
der control � About 10% of the deer popu-
lation is culled each autumn.
culminateculminate /k�lmnet/ (culminates,
culminating, culminated) verb to reach a
particular result or conclusion [~in] � The

race culminated in a win for the Canadian
driver.
culminationculmination /�k�lm |neʃ(ə)n/ noun a
final point, grand ending
culpableculpable /k�lpəb(ə)l/ adj likely to at-
tract blame
culpritculprit /k�lprt/ noun a person or thing
that is responsible for a crime, or for some-
thing which has gone wrong
cultcult /k�lt/ noun a small religious group
cultivatecultivate /k�ltvet/ (cultivates, culti-
vating, cultivated) verb 1. to dig and water
the land to grow plants � Fields are culti-
vated in early spring, ready for sowing
corn. 2. to grow plants � This field is used
to cultivate new strains of wheat. 3. to do
everything to get someone’s friendship �
We are cultivating the new director to try to
make sure we get the contract. (NOTE: + cul-
tivation n)
cultivatedcultivated /k�ltvetd/ adj 1. who has
been well educated in subjects such as mu-
sic, art and literature � A really cultivated
person wouldn’t be seen dead in a karaoke
bar. 2. (of plant) which is specially grown
and is not wild � Wild strawberries have a
more intense flavour than cultivated ones.
3. (of land) prepared for growing crops �
From the air, the cultivated fields were like
a brown and green quilt.
cultural

� cultural /k�ltʃər(ə)l/ adj relating to
culture � His cultural interests are very
wide-ranging – from Mexican art to 12th-
century Greek paintings. � There will be
cultural activities available such as a visit
to the museum.
culture

� culture /k�ltʃə/ noun 1. activities in-
volving things such as music, art and liter-
ature � He is taking a course in Russian
culture. 2. a country’s way of thinking or
behaving � Is a TV in every home really
what we want from Western culture?
culturedcultured /k�ltʃəd/ adj 1. civilised, well
educated � Our guide was a very cultured
lady from Vienna. � Such behaviour is not
acceptable in cultured society. 2. which
has been grown artificially � Only an ex-
pert can tell the difference between a cul-
tured pearl and a real one.
cumbersomecumbersome /k�mbəs(ə)m/ adj large
and heavy
cumulativecumulative /kju
mjυlətv/ adj 1.
which is added gradually, especially each
year � The interest on this account is cumu-
lative. � The cumulative effect of a series of
late nights finally caught up with him and
he fell asleep during the dinner. 2. which
grows by the addition of new parts � A cu-
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mulative index is made up of several differ-
ent indexes put together.
cunningcunning /k�nŋ/ adj clever at achieving
something, especially by tricking people �
a cunning plan � It was cunning of her to
ask him to help, as it flattered him. � noun
cleverness in acting to achieve something �
He showed cunning in his attempts to hide
his mistake.
cup

� cup /k�p/ noun 1. a small bowl with a
handle, used for drinking from 2. the liquid
in a cup � He drank two cups of coffee. �
Can I have a cup of tea? 3. a large silver or
gold container given as a prize for winning
a competition
cupboard

� cupboard /k�bəd/ noun a piece of
furniture with shelves and doors � Put the
jam in the kitchen cupboard. � She painted
the cupboard doors white.
cupfulcupful /k�pfυl/ noun the quantity which
a cup can hold
curablecurable /kjυərəb(ə)l/ adj (of disease)
which can be cured
curatecurate /kjυərət/ noun a priest who helps
a parish priest
curatorcurator /kjυ |retə/ noun a person in
charge of a museum
curbcurb /k#
b/ noun 1. something which
holds something back [~on] � The company
needs to put a curb on its spending. 2. US
the stone edge to a pavement � He sat on
the curb and watched the cars go past. �
Try not to hit the curb when you park. �

verb (curbs, curbing, curbed) to hold
something back � She needs to curb her
enthusiasm to spend money.
curdcurd /k#
d/ noun a solid food made from
sour milk
curdlecurdle /k#
d(ə)l/ (curdles, curdling,
curdled) verb to become or make some-
thing become solid and sour � If you add
lemon juice to milk it will curdle it. � Milk
will curdle in hot weather.
cure

� cure /kjυə/ noun something which
makes a disease better [~for] � Doctors are
still trying to find a cure for colds. � verb
(cures, curing, cured) to make a patient or
a disease better � I don’t know what’s in the
medicine, but it cured my cough very fast.
curfewcurfew /k#
fju
/ noun a period when no
one is allowed out into the street
curiositycuriosity /�kjυəri |ɒsti/ (plural curiosi-
ties) noun 1. a feeling of wanting to know
about something 2. a strange object
curious

� curious /kjυəriəs/ adj 1. wanting to
know things � I’m curious to know what
happened at the meeting. 2. unusual or
strange � We found a curious object that

turned out to be an old kitchen tool. � It’s
curious that no one knew where he lived.
curl

� curl /k#
l/ verb (curls, curling, curled)
to twist, or make something twist � My
hair curls naturally. � Some plants have
stems that curl round other plants. � noun
1. a piece of hair which grows in a twist 2.
a curved shape of a particular substance
[~of] � a curl of smoke

curl up phrasal verb to bend your body
into a round shape � She curled up in the
chair and went to sleep.

curlercurler /k#
lə/ noun a roller for curling
hair
curly

� curly /k#
li/ adj with natural curves or
twists � curly hair
currantcurrant /k�rənt/ noun 1. a small round
fruit � I have planted some currant bushes.
� blackcurrant, redcurrant 2. a small dried
black grape � a currant bun � fruit cake
with currants, sultanas and raisins in it
(NOTE: Do not confuse with current.)
currency

� currency /k�rənsi/ (plural curren-
cies) noun the money used in a specific
country � I want to change my pounds into
French currency.
current

� current /k�rənt/ adj 1. relating to the
present time � What is the current state of
the report – will it be finished on time? �
Who is the current prime minister of Ja-
pan? � Do you have a current timetable? –
Mine is out of date. 2. widely accepted at
the present time or at a particular time �
current ideas about how to treat children �
The idea that the world was flat was cur-
rent in the Middle Ages. � noun 1. a flow of
water or air � Don’t go swimming in the
river – the current is very strong. � A warm
westerly current of air is flowing across the
country. � Vultures circle in rising currents
of warm air. 2. a flow of electricity �
Switch the current off at the mains. (NOTE:
Do not confuse with currant.)
current account

� current account /k�rənt ə|�kaυnt/
noun a bank account from which you can
take money at any time
current affairscurrent affairs /�k�rənt ə |feəz/ plural
noun the political situation as it is now �
We are studying current affairs as part of
our politics course.
currently

� currently /k�rəntli/ adv at the
present time � He is currently the manager
of our Paris office. � We are currently in the
process of buying a house.
curriculum

� curriculum /kə |rkjυləm/ (plural cur-
ricula or curriculums) noun 1. the set of
subjects studied in school � I am very glad
that music and drama have been added to

Intermediate.fm  Page 152  Monday, August 23, 2004  5:36 PM



153 customise
the curriculum. 2. the parts of a particular
subject that are studied
curriculum vitaecurriculum vitae /kə |�rkjυləm vi
ta/
(plural curricula vitae) noun full form of
CV
curry

� curry /k�ri/ (plural curries) noun an
Indian food prepared with spices � I would
like a mild curry, please. � We ordered
chicken curry and rice.
curse

� curse /k#
s/ noun 1. a swear word � He
threw the letter down with a curse. 2. a
magic word to make something unpleasant
happen to someone � The witch put a curse
on the whole family. 3. something which
causes you problems � Being on call 24
hours a day is the curse of being a doctor.
� Pollution is the curse of industrialised
societies. � verb (curses, cursing, cursed)
1. to swear � He cursed under his breath
and marched out of the room. 2. to wish
that something bad should happen to
someone
cursorcursor /k#
sə/ noun a small flashing line
on a computer screen which shows where
the next character will appear
cursorycursory /k#
səri/ adj quick and not very
careful
curtcurt /k#
t/ adj abrupt in speaking
curtailcurtail /k#
 |tel/ (curtails, curtailing,
curtailed) verb to shorten something; to re-
duce something
curtain

� curtain /k#
t(ə)n/ noun 1. a long
piece of cloth hanging in front of a window
� Can you close or draw the curtains,
please? 2. a long piece of cloth hanging in
front of the stage at a theatre
curtsycurtsy /k#
tsi/ (plural curtsies), curtsey
noun a respectful movement made by
women or girls, by bending the knees and
putting one foot forward � She made a
curtsy to the queen. � bow1 (NOTE: + curtsy
v)
curve

� curve /k#
v/ noun a line that is bent
like part of a circle � the curve of the coast
line � The road makes a sharp curve to the
left. � verb (curves, curving, curved) to be
in the shape of a curve � The road curves
round the side of the mountain.
curvedcurved /k#
vd/ adj with a rounded shape
cushion

� cushion /kυʃ(ə)n/ noun a bag filled
with something soft, e.g. feathers, for sit-
ting or leaning on � Put a cushion behind
your back if you find your chair is too hard.
� verb (cushions, cushioning, cush-
ioned) to make soft something which
could be hard or painful � The bushes
cushioned his fall. � to cushion somebody
or something from something to protect

someone or something from the bad effects
of something � to cushion the blow or the
shock to reduce the bad effect of some-
thing that happens � She made no attempt
to cushion the blow, but just told them
straight out that they had all lost their jobs.
custardcustard /k�stəd/ noun (in the UK) a
sweet yellow sauce made with milk and a
powder containing cornflour � stewed rhu-
barb and custard � Would you like some
custard with your crumble?
custodial sentencecustodial sentence /k�|�stəυdiəl
sentəns/ noun the fact of being legally
sentenced to prison
custodiancustodian /k� |stəυdiən/ noun a person
who is responsible for the care and protec-
tion of something or someone
custodycustody /k�stədi/ noun 1. keeping �
The jewels were in the custody of the man-
ager, and he had placed them in the hotel
safe. � to take someone into custody to
arrest someone � The three fans were taken
into police custody. 2. the right of keeping
and looking after a child � When they were
divorced, she was granted custody of the
children. (NOTE: no plural)
custom

� custom /k�stəm/ noun 1. something
that people usually do, or have done for a
long time � the local custom of decorating
the wells in spring � It’s their custom to in-
vite all their neighbours to a party at New
Year. 2. the use of a shop or restaurant � If
the assistants are rude to me again I will
take my custom elsewhere. � to lose some-
one’s custom to experience a situation in
which a regular customer goes to another
place of business, e.g. a restaurant or shop
� The little shops will lose a lot of custom
when the new supermarket opens.
customarycustomary /k�stəməri/ adj usual
(formal) � He handled the situation with his
customary efficiency. � It’s customary to
give taxi drivers a tip.
custom-builtcustom-built /k�stəm blt/, custom-
made /�k�stəm med/ adj made to order
for a customer
customer

� customer /k�stəmə/ noun 1. a per-
son who buys something in a shop or res-
taurant, or from another business � The
shops are lowering their prices to attract
more customers. � Customers can order by
post on or the Internet. � His bar is always
full of customers. 2. a person who uses a
service such as a train � We apologise to
customers waiting on Platform 5 for the
late arrival of their train.
customisecustomise /k�stəmaz/ (customises,
customising, customised), customize
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verb to have something changed to fit your
special needs
custom-madecustom-made /�k�stəm med/ adj al-
ternative for custom-built
customs

� customs /k�stəmz/ noun 1. � H.M.
Customs and Excise the British govern-
ment department which organises the col-
lection of taxes on goods coming into the
country and also collects VAT � He was
stopped by customs. � Her car was
searched by customs. � The customs officer
asked her to open her bag. 2. an office of
this department at a port or airport
cut

� cut /k�t/ verb (cuts, cutting, cut) 1. to
divide, reduce or remove something using
a sharp tool, e.g. a knife or scissors [~into]
� The meat is very tough – I can’t cut it
with my knife. � She cut the cake into six
pieces. 2. to damage the skin with some-
thing sharp [~on] � She cut her finger on
the broken glass. 3. to reduce the size of
something � We are trying to cut the
number of staff. � Accidents have been cut
by 10%. � The article is too long, so I asked
the author to cut 500 words. � noun 1. a
place which bleeds when your skin has
been broken [~on] � She had a bad cut on
her leg. 2. a mark made in a surface by
something sharp 3. the sudden lowering of
the amount of something [~in] � price cuts
� large cuts in spending � a cut in working
hours � he took a cut in salary or a salary
cut he accepted a lower salary 4. a share of
something such as profits � Each salesper-
son gets a cut of what is sold for cash.

cut across, cut through phrasal verb to
take a short cut to get somewhere
cut back� phrasal verb to reduce spend-
ing � We are having to cut back on staff
costs.
cut down� phrasal verb 1. to make a tree
fall down with a tool such as a saw � He
cut the tree down or cut down the tree. 2.
also cut down on to reduce something �
He needs to cut down the number of cig-
arettes he smokes. � I’m trying to cut
down on chocolate.
cut in phrasal verb 1. to interrupt some-
one or something � He would keep on
cutting in while I was telling the story. 2.
to drive suddenly in front of another car
� Did you see how the little white car cut
in in front of the black one?
cut off� phrasal verb 1. to take away a
small part of something using a sharp
tool such as a knife � She cut off a little
piece of string. � He cut off two slices of
ham. 2. to stop someone from being with

someone else, or from or reaching a place
� She was cut off from her friends by a
crowd of policemen. � The village was
cut off by the snow. 3. to stop a phone call
before it is finished � We were cut off in
the middle of our conversation. 4. to stop
electricity or water from reaching some-
one � He didn’t pay the bill, so the com-
pany cut off his electricity. � The
lightning hit the generator and caused
the power to be cut off.
cut out� phrasal verb 1. to remove
something from something larger � She
cut an advertisement out of the newspa-
per. 2. to remove a part of something
larger � We had to cut out all the extras
from our order because they cost too
much. 3. to stop doing or eating some-
thing � She’s decided to cut out sweet
things so as to lose weight. � to be cut
out for something to be ideally suited for
something � I don’t think he’s cut out for
an office job. � cut it out! stop doing that!
(informal)
cut up� phrasal verb 1. to make some-
thing into small pieces by cutting it � She
cut the old towel up into little pieces. �

Can you cut up the meat for the children?
2. to drive suddenly in front of another
car � Did you see how the little white car
cut up the black one?

cutbackcutback /k�tb�k/ noun a reduction in
spending
cute

� cute /kju
t/ adj nice
cutlerycutlery /k�tləri/ noun knives, forks and
spoons (NOTE: no plural)
cutletcutlet /k�tlət/ noun 1. a slice of meat,
usually with a bone attached � We were
served veal cutlets with mushroom sauce.
2. a fried dish made with minced meat, fish
or vegetables formed into the shape of a
piece of meat � She makes delicious fish
cutlets.
cutoffcutoff /k�tɒf/ noun something which
marks the end of something � The cutoff
point for students going to the next level is
80% marks in the exam. � What is the cut-
off date for applications?
cut-pricecut-price /�k�t pras/ adj very cheap
cuttercutter /k�tə/ noun a tool used for cutting
cut-throatcut-throat /k�t θrəυt/ adj vicious or in-
tense
cuttingcutting /k�tŋ/ noun 1. a small piece of
paper cut out of a newspaper 2. a little
piece of a plant which will take root if
stuck in the ground � The cuttings I took
from your lavender plant are all growing
well.

Intermediate.fm  Page 154  Monday, August 23, 2004  5:36 PM



155 czar
cutting edgecutting edge /k�tŋ �ed�/ noun the
sharp edge of a knife � The cutting edge is
blunt and needs sharpening.
CVCV /�si
 vi
/ noun a summary of some-
one’s qualifications and experience. Full
form curriculum vitae
cyanidecyanide /saənad/ noun a strong poison
cybercafécybercafé /sabə|�k�fe/ noun a café
where you can pay to use the Internet
cyberspacecyberspace /sabəspes/ noun an im-
aginary place which electronic information
such as emails passes through
cycle

� cycle /sak(ə)l/ noun 1. a period dur-
ing which something works or develops
and then returns to its starting point � The
washing machine broke down in the middle
of its cycle. � Global warming is starting to
affect the natural cycle of the seasons. � a
business or economic or trade cycle a pe-
riod during which trade expands, then
slows down, then expands again 2. a bicy-
cle � verb (cycles, cycling, cycled) to trav-
el on a bicycle � It’s hard to cycle into the
wind.
cyclist

� cyclist /saklst/ noun a person who
rides a bicycle
cyclonecyclone /sakləυn/ noun a tropical
storm in the Indian and Pacific Oceans,
where the air moves very fast in a circle

round a central area � According to the
shipping forecasts, a cyclone is approach-
ing Sri Lanka. (NOTE: In the Far East this is
called a typhoon; in the Caribbean a hurri-
cane.)
cygnetcygnet /s(nət/ noun a baby swan
cylindercylinder /slndə/ noun an object shaped
like a tube closed at both ends
cylindricalcylindrical /s |lndrk(ə)l/ adj shaped
like a cylinder
cymbalscymbals /smbəlz/ plural noun a pair of
round metal plates which are banged to-
gether to make a loud noise
cyniccynic /snk/ noun a person who doubts
that anyone has any good points
cynicalcynical /snk(ə)l/ adj believing that
people only act for their own benefit
cynicismcynicism /snsz(ə)m/ noun the fact of
being cynical
cystcyst /sst/ noun an unusual growth in the
body containing liquid
czarczar /zɑ
/ noun 1. the title of the former
emperor of Russia � a photograph of the
Czar and his family 2. the person in overall
charge of some official organisation � He’s
the new drugs czar, with complete respon-
sibility for fighting drug traffickers and
dealing with drug problems.
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dd /di
/, D noun the fourth letter of the al-
phabet, between C and E
DA

� DA abbr district attorney
dabdab /d�b/ verb (dabs, dabbing, dabbed)
to give something a light tap � She dabbed
her eyes with her handkerchief. � She
dabbed the cut with cotton wool soaked in
antiseptic. � noun a small quantity � She
put a dab of glue on each corner of the
poster.
dabbledabble /d�b(ə)l/ (dabbles, dabbling,
dabbled) verb to be slightly involved in
something [~in] � As a young man he dab-
bled in politics.
dachshunddachshund /d�ksənd/ noun a breed of
small long low dog, originally from Ger-
many
daddad /d�d/ noun a father
daffodildaffodil /d�fədl/ noun a bright yellow
spring flower
daftdaft /dɑ
ft/ adj silly (informal )
daggerdagger /d�(ə/ noun a short knife
daily

� daily /deli/ adj happening every day �
daily newspapers such as the Times and the
Daily Mail � The cooker has been in daily
use for ten years. � There’s a daily flight to
Washington. � adv every day � We can de-
liver milk daily. � twice daily on two occa-
sions every day � noun (plural dailies) a
newspaper published every weekday
daintydainty /denti/ (daintier, daintiest) adj
delicate and small
dairydairy /deəri/ adj referring to or involved
in producing milk and things made from it
such as cream or butter � dairy products �
dairy cattle
daisydaisy /dezi/ (plural daisies) noun a
small white flower with a yellow centre
damdam /d�m/ noun a wall which blocks a
river to make a lake � After the heavy rain
people were afraid the dam would burst. �
verb (dams, damming, dammed) to block
a river with a wall � When they built the
power station, the river had to be dammed.
damage

� damage /d�md�/ noun 1. the break-
ing or physical spoiling of something [~to]

� The storm did a lot of damage. � It will
take us months to repair the damage to the
restaurant. 2. emotional harm done to a
person [~to] � I hope the experience of the
crash won’t cause the children lasting
damage. � There has been serious damage
to public confidence as a result of the at-
tack. � verb (damages, damaging, dam-
aged) 1. to break or partially destroy some-
thing � A large number of shops were dam-
aged in the fire. � These glasses are easily
damaged. 2. to affect someone or some-
thing in a negative way
damaged

damaged /d�md�d/ adj broken or
spoiled in some way � a damaged book
damaging

damaging /d�md�ŋ/ adj causing
harm to someone or something
damn

damn /d�m/ verb (damns, damning,
damned) 1. used to show annoyance �
Damn it, we’re going to be late! � Damn
him, he’s left the front door open! 2. to se-
verely criticise someone or something �
The new film was damned by the Sunday
papers. 3. to condemn someone or some-
thing in a religious situation � Galileo was
damned by the Church for saying that the
Earth turned round the Sun. � interj used as
a mild swear word to show annoyance �

Damn! I’ve left my umbrella on the train.
damning

damning /d�mŋ/ adj which clearly
proves that someone has done something
wrong
damp

� damp /d�mp/ adj slightly wet � She’d
just had a shower and her hair was still
damp. � The cellar has cold damp walls. �
verb (damps, damping, damped) to wet
something slightly
dampen

dampen /d�mpən/ (dampens, damp-
ening, dampened) verb 1. to make some-
thing slightly wet � Dampen the cloth be-
fore you wipe the floor. � She dampened
the shirts before ironing them. 2. � to
dampen someone’s enthusiasm to do
something to make someone less enthusi-
astic � The bad weather dampened his en-
thusiasm for sailing.
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damperdamper /d�mpə/ noun something
which discourages you � Having just been
sacked put a damper on his birthday party.
dance

� dance /dɑ
ns/ noun 1. a way of mov-
ing in time to music � She teaches dance or
is a dance teacher. � We learnt a new dance
today. � Scottish dances are very lively. 2.
an entertainment where people can dance �
The club is holding a New Year’s dance. �
verb (dances, dancing, danced) 1. to
move in time to music [~with/~to] � There
he is – he’s dancing with that tall girl. � I
like dancing to this music. 2. to move or
jump around happily [~in/into/around etc] �
She danced into the room and announced
she’d got the job. � The football fans were
dancing in the streets.
dancer

� dancer /dɑ
nsə/ noun a person who
dances
dandeliondandelion /d�ndlaən/ noun a wild
plant with yellow flowers which have a
mass of little narrow petals
dandruffdandruff /d�ndrəf/ noun small pieces
of dry skin which come off your head
danger

� danger /dend�ə/ noun the possibility
of something bad happening, e.g. damage,
failure or getting hurt
[~to/~from/~of/~(that)] � danger to health
from pollution � When it rains, there’s a
danger of flooding. � There’s no danger
he’ll find out. � in danger /n dend�ə/
likely to be harmed or damaged � Get an
ambulance – her life is in danger. � I don’t
think the children are in any danger. � The
whole building was in danger of catching
fire. � out of danger not likely to die � She
was very ill, but she’s off the danger list
now.
dangerous

� dangerous /dend�ərəs/ adj likely
to cause injury or damage � Be careful –
that old staircase is dangerous! � Police
warned the public not to approach the man
as he was dangerous. � Children are
warned that it is dangerous to go out alone
at night.
dangerouslydangerously /dend�ərəsli/ adv in a
dangerous way
dangledangle /d�ŋ(əl/ (dangles, dangling,
dangled) verb 1. to hang freely � The fish
dangled at the end of his line. � Dirty
sheets were dangling over the balcony. 2.
to make something hang freely � She dan-
gled the puppet in front of the baby.
dankdank /d�ŋk/ adj cold and damp
dappleddappled /d�p(ə)ld/ adj covered with
patches of light and dark colour
dare

� dare /deə/ verb (dares or dare, daring,
dared) 1. to be brave enough to do some-

thing � I wouldn’t dare say no – I might
lose my job. � to dare not do something to
not be brave enough to do something � I
daren’t go any faster. 2. to try to make
someone do something dangerous or unu-
sual in order to see how brave they are � I
dare you to jump across that stream. 3.
used for telling someone how angry you
are � Don’t you dare do that again! � How
dare you look in my desk drawers! � noun
an attempt to persuade someone to do
something difficult or dangerous � He only
climbed on the roof for a dare. � I dare say
very probably � I dare say you’re right.
daredevildaredevil /deədev(ə)l/ noun a brave
person who does not worry about danger �
He’s a daredevil – he flew his plane under
Tower Bridge.
daringdaring /deərŋ/ noun bravery � The hel-
icopter pilot showed great daring in trying
to rescue the boy from the cliff.
dark

� dark /dɑ
k/ adj 1. with little or no light
� The sky turned dark and it started to rain.
� Can you switch the light on? It’s getting
too dark to see. � In Scotland in the sum-
mer it gets dark very late. 2. not a light col-
our � Her eyes are dark. � She was wearing
a dark blue coat.
darkendarken /dɑ
kən/ (darkens, darkening,
darkened) verb to become dark
dark horsedark horse /�dɑ
k hɔ
s/ noun a person
you know nothing about and who may win
something such as an election or a race
darklydarkly /dɑ
kli/ adv in a threatening or
frightening way
darkness

� darkness /dɑ
knəs/ noun the fact of
not having any light � the building was in
complete or total darkness there were no
electric lights on in the building
darlingdarling /dɑ
lŋ/ noun 1. a name used to
talk to someone you love � Darling! I’m
back from the shops. 2. a lovable person �
Be a darling and fetch me the newspaper. 3.
someone who is liked by a particular group
� the darling of the art world
darndarn /dɑ
n/ (darns, darning, darned)
verb to mend holes in clothes � She hates
darning socks.
dartdart /dɑ
t/ noun 1. a small heavy arrow
with plastic feathers, used for playing the
game of darts � Each player takes a turn to
throw his or her three darts. 2. darts a
game in which players throw small arrows
at a round board on a wall, each trying to
make their arrow stick closest to the middle
� verb (darts, darting, darted) to move
quickly � The little boy darted across the
street.
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Darwinism

Darwinism /dɑ
wnz(ə)m/ noun a the-
ory of evolution developed by the scientist
Charles Darwin
dash

dash /d�ʃ/ noun 1. a small line in writing
or printing, showing a space, or separating
items � The reference number is one four
six dash seven (146–7). 2. a sudden move-
ment towards a place � There was a mad
dash to buy tickets. � While the policeman
wasn’t looking she made a dash for the
door. � verb (dashes, dashing, dashed) to
hurry somewhere � I can’t stop now – I
must dash to catch the last post. � I dashed
home to watch the football on television. �
She dashed into a shop so that he wouldn’t
see her.
dashboarddashboard /d�ʃbɔ
d/ noun the instru-
ment panel in a car
data

� data /detə/ noun information involv-
ing figures or results of studies � The data
is stored in our main computer. � We spent
months gathering data on hospital waiting
times. � The data shows that, on average,
flowering takes place after two weeks.
(NOTE: Data is often used with a singular
verb, except in scientific contexts: The data
is easily available.)
database

� database /detəbes/ noun a large
amount of information stored in a compu-
ter in a way that allows particular pieces of
information to be found easily
data processing

� data processing /�detə
prəυsesŋ/ noun the selecting and exam-
ining of data in a computer to produce in-
formation in a special form
date

� date /det/ noun 1. the number of a day
in a month or year, or a day when some-
thing will happen or has happened � Put
today’s date on the document. � What’s the
date next Wednesday? � The dates of the
exhibition have been changed. � The date
of the next meeting has been fixed for
Wednesday, June 10th. � Do you remember
the date of your girlfriend’s birthday? 2. a
small sweet brown fruit � verb (dates, dat-
ing, dated) to write the date on something
� The letter was dated 15 June. � You for-
got to date the cheque. � to date from or
back to to exist since � This house dates
from or dates back to the 17th century.
dated

dated /detd/ adj 1. with a date written
on it � Thank you for your letter dated June
15th. 2. old-fashioned � That advertise-
ment looks a bit dated now.
date rape

date rape /det rep/ noun the act of
raping someone you know, especially on a
date

daubdaub /dɔ
b/ (daubs, daubing, daubed)
verb to put a substance such as paint on a
surface in a careless way
daughter

� daughter /dɔ
tə/ noun a female child
of a parent � They have two sons and one
daughter. � My daughter Mary goes to the
local school.
daughter-in-lawdaughter-in-law /dɔ
tər n lɔ
/ (plural
daughters-in-law) noun the wife of a son
dauntingdaunting /dɔ
ntŋ/ adj which seems
very difficult
dawdledawdle /dɔ
d(ə)l/ (dawdles, dawdling,
dawdled) verb to do something slowly
dawndawn /dɔ
n/ noun the beginning of a day,
when the sun rises � We must set off for the
Pyramids at dawn, so you’ll have to get up
very early. � verb (dawns, dawning,
dawned) (of day) to begin
dawn ondawn on verb to begin to realise � The se-
riousness of the situation finally dawned
on him. � it dawned on him that he began
to realise that � It gradually dawned on
him that someone else was opening his let-
ters.
day

� day /de/ noun 1. a period of time last-
ing 24 hours � There are 365 days in a year
and 366 in a leap year. � New Year’s Day
is on January 1st. � They went on a ten-day
tour of southern Spain. � I spoke to him on
the phone the day before yesterday. � We
are planning to meet the day after tomor-
row. 2. the period from morning until night,
when it is light � She works all day in the
office, and then looks after the children in
the evening. � It took the workmen four
days to build the wall.
daybreakdaybreak /debrek/ noun a time in the
very early morning, when the sun is about
to rise
day careday care /de keə/ noun the practice of
looking after people, e.g. small children or
old people during the daytime in a special
centre
daydreamdaydream /dedri
m/ (daydreams,
daydreaming, daydreamt or daydreamed)
verb to think about other things; not to con-
centrate � He was sitting at his desk day-
dreaming about holidays in Greece. (NOTE:
+ daydream n)
daylightdaylight /delat/ noun light that you see
during the daytime � in broad daylight
openly, in the middle of the day � Three
men robbed the bank in broad daylight.
daylight robberydaylight robbery /�delat rɒbəri/
noun the practice of charging very high
prices (informal)
daytime

� daytime /detam/ noun the period of
light between morning and night � I
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watched a lot of daytime television when I
lost my job.
day-to-dayday-to-day /�de tə de/ adj taking place
as part of normal life; which goes on all the
time
day tripday trip /de trp/ noun a journey lasting
one day
dazeddazed /dezd/ adj confused in the mind
dazzledazzle /d�z(ə)l/ (dazzles, dazzling,
dazzled) verb to shine a strong light in
someone’s eyes so that they cannot see for
a moment � She was dazzled by the lights
of the cars coming towards her.
dazzlingdazzling /d�zlŋ/ adj (of a light) very
bright
deactivatedeactivate /di
|�ktvet/ (deactivates,
deactivating, deactivated) verb to make
something such as a bomb not active any
more
dead

� dead /ded/ adj 1. not alive any more �

His parents are both dead. � Dead fish
were floating in the water. 2. complete �
There was dead silence in the exam room.
� The train came to a dead stop. 3. not
working � We tried to start the car but the
battery was dead. 4. not lively, not exciting
� Seaside towns can be quite dead in win-
ter. � adv 1. completely � He was dead
tired after his long walk. 2. exactly �
You’re dead right. � The train arrived dead
on time. � wouldn’t be seen dead in would
not ever want to be seen in (informal) � I
wouldn’t be seen dead in a hat like that. �
A really cultivated person wouldn’t be seen
dead in a karaoke bar.
deadendeaden /ded(ə)n/ (deadens, deaden-
ing, deadened) verb to make something
less intense, e.g. to make a sound quieter or
a pain less painful
dead enddead end /�ded end/ noun 1. a street or
way which leads nowhere � We drove into
a little street and found it was a dead end.
2. a point at which you can go no further �
All their research has come to a dead end.
dead-end jobdead-end job /�ded end d�ɒb/ noun a
job where there is no hope of promotion
dead heatdead heat /ded hi
t/ noun a race where
two people arrive first together
deadlinedeadline /dedlan/ noun a date by which
something has to be done [~for] � The dead-
line for payment of the bill is the end of Ju-
ly. � to meet a deadline to finish some-
thing in time � I don’t think we can meet
the deadline. � to miss a deadline not to
finish something in time � They worked as
fast as they could but missed the deadline
by two days.

deadlockdeadlock /dedlɒk/ noun a point at
which two sides in a dispute cannot agree
� The negotiations have reached a dead-
lock. � to break a deadlock to find a way
to start discussions again after being at a
point at which no agreement was possible
deadly

� deadly /dedli/ adj likely to cause peo-
ple to die � The terrorists turned the car
into a deadly weapon.
deadpandeadpan /dedp�n/ adj not showing
your feelings in your face
dead wooddead wood /�ded wυd/ noun people or
things that are considered to be of no worth
deaf

� deaf /def/ adj not able to hear, or hav-
ing difficulty in hearing � My grandma is
going deaf. � He’s deafer than he used to
be. (NOTE: Some people avoid this term as it
can cause offence and prefer hearing-im-
paired.)
deafendeafen /def(ə)n/ (deafens, deafening,
deafened) verb to make someone deaf for
a time
deafeningdeafening /def(ə)nŋ/ adj so loud as to
make you unable to hear
deafnessdeafness /defnəs/ noun the state of be-
ing deaf (NOTE: no plural)
deal

� deal /di
l/ noun a business agreement or
contract [~with/~to] � We’ve signed a deal
with a German firm. � They did a deal to
supply envelopes. � a bad or rough or raw
deal bad treatment � She got a rough deal
from the firm. � verb (deals, dealing, dealt)
to give out playing cards to players � It’s
my turn to deal. � He dealt me two aces. �
a good or great deal much � He’s feeling
a good deal better after two days off work.
� She didn’t say a great deal. � a good or
great deal of a lot of � He made a good
deal of money from his business. � There’s
a great deal of work still to be done.

deal in verb to buy and sell something �
She deals in carpets and rugs imported
from India.
deal with� phrasal verb 1. to do what is
necessary to complete a job or solve a
problem � The job involves dealing with
the public. � Leave it to the filing clerk –
he’ll deal with it. � We will deal with
your order as soon as we can. � The gov-
ernment has to deal with the problem of
teenage crime. 2. to be about a subject �
The report deals with travel insurance.

dealer

� dealer /di
lə/ noun a person who buys
and sells things [~in] � She’s a dealer in an-
tiques.
dealingdealing /di
lŋ/ noun the practice of buy-
ing and selling things
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dealt

dealt /delt/ past tense and past participle
of deal
deandean /di
n/ noun 1. a person in charge of
priests in a cathedral � He was appointed
Dean of St Paul’s. 2. a person in charge of
teachers at a university � the Dean of the
Arts Faculty
dear

� dear /də/ adj 1. well liked or loved �
She’s a very dear friend of mine. 2. costing
a lot of money � Fresh fruit is always dear-
er in the winter. � That restaurant is too
dear for me. � interj used when something
has gone slightly wrong � Oh dear! It’s
started to rain. � Dear me! Is that how late
it is! � noun a way of referring to someone
you like � Did you have a good day, dear?
� Dear Sir or Madam used at the beginning
of a letter to a man or woman whom you do
not know
dearestdearest /dərəst/ adj most loved (dated)
dearlydearly /dəli/ adv 1. very much � I’d
dearly like to go to Cuba on holiday. � She
loved her old cat dearly, and was very sad
when he died. 2. at a high cost, especially
in terms of pain or suffering � She became
a highly paid executive, but paid dearly for
the privilege.
dearth

dearth /d#
θ/ noun a shortage of some-
thing (formal )
death

� death /deθ/ noun the act of dying or the
state of being dead � She never got over
her mother’s death. � Road accidents
caused over 1,000 deaths last year. � to
death completely (informal) � He was
bored to death sitting watching football on
television. � I am sick to death of always
having to do the housework. � to put
someone to death to execute someone
deathbed

deathbed /deθbed/ noun a bed on
which someone is dying
death certificate

death certificate /deθ sə|�tfkət/
noun a paper signed by a doctor which
shows that someone has died and what was
the cause of death
death ratedeath rate /deθ ret/ noun the percent-
age of deaths per thousand of population
death sentence

death sentence /deθ �sentəns/ noun a
punishment of a court by which a person is
sentenced to be executed
death squaddeath squad /deθ skwɒd/ noun a
group of soldiers or other armed people,
who are sent to kill enemies of the people
in power
death toll

death toll /deθ təυl/ noun the number of
people who have been killed, e.g. in an ac-
cident or an earthquake

deathtrapdeathtrap /deθtr�p/ noun a dangerous
place (informal)
death wishdeath wish /deθ wʃ/ noun � to have a
death wish to want to die
débâcledébâcle /de |bɑ
k(ə)l/ noun a sudden de-
feat or collapse
debardebar /d |bɑ
/ (debars, debarring, de-
barred) verb to prevent someone from do-
ing something
debasedebase /d|bes/ (debases, debasing,
debased) verb to reduce the worth or the
quality of something
debatabledebatable /d |betəb(ə)l/ adj not abso-
lutely certain
debate

� debate /d|bet/ noun 1. a discussion
[~with/~about/on/over] � After his talk the
professor had a lively debate with the stu-
dents about climate change. 2. a formal
discussion ending with a vote [~on] � a de-
bate on increasing student fees � verb (de-
bates, debating, debated) 1. to consider or
discuss a subject � We sat in the rain and
debated what to do next. 2. to discuss
something formally before coming to a de-
cision [~what/~whether]
debaucherydebauchery /d|bɔ
tʃəri/ noun the fact
of living a wild life
debilitatingdebilitating /d |bltetŋ/ adj making
you weak
debitdebit /debt/ noun 1. money which is
paid out or taken out of an account � Your
bank statement gives a list of credits and
debits at the end of each month. 2. money
which is owed � a debit balance
debit carddebit card /debt kɑ
d/ noun a plastic
card, similar to a credit card, but which au-
tomatically debits your account when you
buy something
debriefdebrief /di
|bri
f/ (debriefs, debriefing,
debriefed) verb to ask someone for infor-
mation about an important job which he or
she has just done
debriefingdebriefing /di
|bri
fŋ/ noun a meeting
at which someone gives information about
an important job which he or she has just
done
debrisdebris /debri
/ (plural same) noun pieces
of something, e.g. a demolished building
or crashed aircraft
debt

� debt /det/ noun money owed to some-
one � After her great success, she was able
to repay all her debts. � to be in debt to
owe money � He is in debt to the tune of
£2,500. � to get into debt to start to owe
money
debtor

� debtor /detə/ noun a person who owes
money
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debt reliefdebt relief /det r |�li
f/ noun the practice
of a rich country allowing a poor country
not to pay back its debt
debugdebug /di
 |b�(/ (debugs, debugging,
debugged) verb 1. to remove hidden mi-
crophones from a place 2. to remove errors
from a computer program
debunkdebunk /di
 |b�ŋk/ (debunks, debunk-
ing, debunked) verb to show that some-
thing is not true
debutdebut /debju
/ noun the first public ap-
pearance of someone such as an actor
decade

� decade /deked/ noun a period of ten
years � during the last decade of the 20th
century
decadentdecadent /dekəd(ə)nt/ adj which is de-
clining in moral values
decafdecaf /di
k�f/, decaff adj which has had
the caffeine removed
decaffeinateddecaffeinated /di
 |k�fnetd/ adj with
all caffeine removed
decapitatedecapitate /d |k�ptet/ (decapitates,
decapitating, decapitated) verb to cut off
someone’s head
decathlondecathlon /d |k�θlɒn/ noun an athletic
contest for men, covering ten events, held
over two days
decaydecay /d |ke/ noun the natural process of
going bad or of becoming damaged, e.g.
when things are not looked after properly �
The government has plans to deal with in-
ner city decay. � Tooth decay is especially
bad in children who eat sweets. � You must
treat the wood to prevent decay. (NOTE: no
plural) � verb (decays, decaying, decayed)
to go bad or to become damaged in this
way � Sugar makes your teeth decay. � The
jungle path was blocked by decaying
branches.
deceaseddeceased /d |si
st/ noun a person who
has died (formal) � The deceased’s will was
read out by the solicitor.
deceitdeceit /d|si
t/ noun the practice of trying
to trick someone into paying money or try-
ing to make someone believe something
which is not true
deceitfuldeceitful /d |si
tf(ə)l/ adj often tricking
people
deceivedeceive /d |si
v/ (deceives, deceiving,
deceived) verb to make someone believe
something which is not true � They had
tried to deceive me, but I realised just in
time.
December

� December /d |sembə/ noun the
twelfth and last month of the year, after
November and before January � She was
born last December. � His birthday is on

December 25 – Christmas Day! � They al-
ways go on a skiing holiday in December.
� Today is December 6th. � The cheque
was dated December 6. (NOTE: December
6th or December 6: say ‘the sixth of Decem-
ber’ or ‘December the sixth’ or in US English
‘December sixth’.)
decencydecency /di
s(ə)nsi/ noun honour; good
morals
decent

� decent /di
s(ə)nt/ adj 1. honest � The
boss is a hard-working decent man. 2.
quite good � She earns a decent salary. 3.
properly dressed, wearing clothes � You
can’t come in yet – I’m not decent.
decentralisedecentralise /di
 |sentrəlaz/ (decen-
tralises, decentralising, decentralised),
decentralize (decentralizes, decentraliz-
ing, decentralized) verb to move power,
authority or action from a central point to
local areas
deception

� deception /d|sepʃən/ noun the prac-
tice of telling a lie in order to trick some-
one, especially into giving you money
deceptivedeceptive /d |septv/ adj not as it seems
decibeldecibel /desbel/ noun a unit for meas-
uring the loudness of a sound
decide

� decide /d |sad/ (decides, deciding,
decided) verb to make a decision about
something [~between/~what/wheth-
er/how/when etc/~(that)] � I can’t decide
between the blue one or the green one. �
Have you decided where to go on holiday?
� They decided to stay at home and watch
TV. � He decided the test was too difficult.

decide against� phrasal verb to make
up your mind not to do something � She
decided against spending her money on a
new car.

decideddecided /d |sadd/ adj certain or obvi-
ous � There’s a decided difference between
French and Spanish wines.
deciduousdeciduous /d |sdjuəs/ adj (of a tree)
losing its leaves in the winter. Compare ev-
ergreen
decimaldecimal /desm(ə)l/ noun a number in a
system based on ten � Three-quarters ex-
pressed as a decimal is 0.75.
decimal pointdecimal point /�desm(ə)l pɔnt/ noun
a dot used to show the division between
whole numbers and parts of numbers in
decimals, such as 2.05
decimal systemdecimal system /desm(ə)l �sstəm/
noun a system of counting based on the
number 10
decimatedecimate /desmet/ (decimates, deci-
mating, decimated) verb 1. to kill people
in large numbers 2. to reduce something by
a large amount � German forests have been
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decimated by acid rain. � Our sales have
been decimated by the rise in the value of
the pound.
decipherdecipher /d |safə/ (deciphers, deci-
phering, deciphered) verb to read or make
out something which has been badly writ-
ten or written in code
decision

� decision /d |s�(ə)n/ noun an occa-
sion of thinking carefully what to do
[~about/on] � a decision to train as a teach-
er � I need to make a decision soon about
changing my job. � to come to or reach or
take a decision to decide to do something
� They talked for hours but didn’t come to
any decision. � He thought about the job
offer, but, in the end, took the decision to
stay where he was.
decisive

� decisive /d |sasv/ adj 1. firm and
confident � He was nervous but tried to
sound decisive. 2. which brings about a re-
sult � The second and decisive round of
voting takes place next Sunday. � Her ac-
tion was decisive in obtaining the release
of the hostages.
deckdeck /dek/ noun a floor of a ship or bus �
I’ll stay on deck because I’m feeling sea-
sick. � Let’s go up to the top deck – you can
see the sights better from there.
deckingdecking /dekŋ/ noun pieces of wood
used to make a platform outside a house
declaration

� declaration /�deklə |reʃ(ə)n/ noun an
official statement
declare

� declare /d |kleə/ (declares, declar-
ing, declared) verb to state something offi-
cially [~that] � The Senator declared his in-
tention to run for President. � She was de-
clared dead on arrival at hospital. � It was
declared that Mrs Broom would be the new
chairperson.
declassifieddeclassified /di
 |kl�sfad/ adj (of infor-
mation) which has been officially declared
to be no longer secret
decline

� decline /d|klan/ noun the fact of go-
ing downwards [~in] � a welcome decline
in the number of cases of pollution � Sales
figures have gone into a sharp or steep de-
cline. � verb (declines, declining, de-
clined) 1. to refuse or to turn down an invi-
tation or offer to do something � She de-
clined their request. � He declined to come
to lunch. 2. to become weaker � He de-
clined rapidly after he went into hospital.
3. to become less in numbers or amount �

Our sales declined over the last year. � The
fish population has declined sharply.
decodedecode /di
 |kəυd/ (decodes, decoding,
decoded) verb to translate a coded mes-
sage into normal writing

decommissiondecommission /�di
kə|mʃ(ə)n/ (de-
commissions, decommissioning, de-
commissioned) verb to stop using some-
thing such as a weapon
decomposedecompose /�di
kəm|pəυz/ (decom-
poses, decomposing, decomposed) verb
(of organic material) to rot
decompressdecompress /�di
kəm |pres/ (decom-
presses, decompressing, decom-
pressed) verb 1. to reduce the pressure in
something 2. to expand a computer file that
has been stored in a smaller space to its full
size
decorate

� decorate /dekəret/ (decorates,
decorating, decorated) verb 1. to put paint
or new paper on the walls in a room � She
can’t come to the phone – she’s decorating
the kitchen. 2. to cover something with
pretty or colourful things to make it look
attractive or to celebrate an occasion � The
streets were decorated with flags.
decoration

� decoration /�dekə |reʃ(ə)n/ noun the
act of decorating a place � She is in charge
of the decoration of the church for the wed-
ding.
decorativedecorative /dek(ə)rətv/ adj pleasant to
look at; serving as a decoration
decoratordecorator /dekəretə/ noun a person
who paints the inside and outside of build-
ings
decorumdecorum /d |kɔ
rəm/ noun the practice
of being well behaved
decoydecoy1 /di
kɔ/ noun an object or a per-
son that is placed to attract and trap some-
thing � When they go duck shooting, they
use wooden duck decoys which they float
on the water. � They used a woman police
officer to act as a decoy to try to trap the
mugger.
decoydecoy2 /d |kɔ/ (decoys, decoying, de-
coyed) verb to attract and trap something
or someone
decreasedecrease1 /di
kri
s/ noun the fact of be-
coming less [~of/~in] � a decrease of 20%
in applications to join the club � Sales
show a 10% decrease on last year. � to be
on the decrease to be becoming less �
Road accidents are on the decrease.
decreasedecrease2 /d |kri
s/ (decreases, de-
creasing, decreased) verb to become less
� The number of road accidents is decreas-
ing. � Applications to join have decreased
by 20%.
decreedecree /d |kri
/ noun a legal order which
has not been voted by a parliament � The
President has issued a decree banning
short dresses.
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decrepitdecrepit /d|krept/ adj old and falling to
pieces
dedicatededicate /dedket/ (dedicates, dedi-
cating, dedicated) verb 1. to say that
something you have produced or done rep-
resents a mark of respect or affection for
someone � He dedicated his collection of
poems to his wife. 2. to spend all your life
doing something � She dedicated herself or
her life to looking after abandoned chil-
dren.
dedicateddedicated /dedketd/ adj 1. giving a
lot of time and effort to achieve something
� Her life was saved by the dedicated sur-
gical team at the hospital. 2. reserved for a
particular task � There’s one dedicated
graphics workstation in the network.
dedication

� dedication /�ded |keʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
spending your life doing something � Her
dedication and hard work are admirable.
2. a note printed at the beginning of a book
or play, where the author offers his or her
work to someone as a mark of respect or af-
fection
deducededuce /d |dju
s/ (deduces, deducing,
deduced) verb to conclude something
from examining the evidence  (formal)
deductdeduct /d|d�kt/ (deducts, deducting,
deducted) verb to remove an amount from
a sum of money
deductiondeduction /d|d�kʃən/ noun 1. a conclu-
sion reached � Their deduction was cor-
rect. � by a process of deduction by look-
ing at the evidence and reaching a conclu-
sion 2. a sum of money which is taken
away � There is an automatic deduction
for insurance. � Net wages are wages after
deduction of tax and social security pay-
ments.
deed

� deed /di
d/ noun an act, especially a
brave one � stories of great deeds per-
formed during the war
deem

� deem /di
m/ (deems, deeming,
deemed) verb to consider something or
someone to be something (formal )
deep

� deep /di
p/ adj (deeper, deepest) 1.
going a long way down � The water is very
deep in the middle of the river. � This is the
deepest lake in North America. � In the
shallow end of the pool, the water is deep
enough to cover your feet. � depth 2. going
a long way under the ground � a deep mine
3. (of a voice) low, not high � Who’s been
sitting on my chair? said Father Bear in his
deep voice. � adv a long way down � The
mine goes deep under the sea.
deependeepen /di
pən/ (deepens, deepening,
deepened) verb 1. to become deeper � The

water deepened as he walked out into the
lake. 2. to make something become deeper
� They’re going to deepen the channel so
that bigger boats can use the harbour. 3. to
become more difficult to understand � The
mystery deepened.
deep-frieddeep-fried /�di
p frad/ adj which has
been cooked in a deep pan of boiling oil or
fat
deeply

� deeply /di
pli/ adv 1. very much � We
deeply regret having to make so many peo-
ple redundant. 2. � to sleep deeply to sleep
without waking � After taking the drug she
slept deeply for ten hours.
deep-rooteddeep-rooted /�di
p ru
td/ adj which
you have had for a long time and which
you feel strongly
deep-seateddeep-seated /�di
p si
td/ adj that has
lasted a long time and will be difficult to
change
deep-setdeep-set /�di
p set/ adj (of eyes) which
have deep sockets
deerdeer /də/ (plural same) noun a wild ani-
mal, the male of which has long horns
called antlers (NOTE: Do not confuse with
dear. The female is a doe, the male is a
stag, the young are fawns. Note also that
the meat from a deer is called venison.)
defacedeface /d|fes/ (defaces, defacing, de-
faced) verb to damage the surface of some-
thing by writing on or scratching it
defaultdefault /d |fɔ
lt/ noun the situation exist-
ing if no change is made � The default for
the number of copies is 10. � by default 1.
happening because someone else fails to
do something � As they didn’t reply by the
15th, the agreement ended by default. 2. to
win a game or competition because another
person does not play or cannot finish play-
ing � His opponent withdrew and he won
by default.
default settingdefault setting /d |fɔ
lt �setŋ/ noun
the way in which something is organised to
happen unless a change is made � The de-
fault setting for the heating is on at 8 a.m.
and off at 6 p.m.
defeat

� defeat /d|fi
t/ noun the loss of a fight,
game or vote � The Government suffered a
defeat in Parliament last night. � It was the
team’s first defeat for two years. � verb (de-
feats, defeating, defeated) to succeed
against someone in a fight, game or vote �
The ruling party was heavily defeated in
the presidential election. � Our team has
not been defeated so far this season. � The
proposal was defeated by 10 votes to 3.
defectdefect1 /di
fekt/ noun a fault � There
must be a defect in the computer program.
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defectdefect2 /d|fekt/ (defects, defecting, de-
fected) verb to leave your country and join
the enemy
defectivedefective /d |fektv/ adj faulty
defence

� defence /d|fens/ noun 1. protection
against something such as attack or infec-
tion � Several people ran to her defence
when she was attacked. � These tablets of-
fer some defence against the disease. 2.
protection provided by the armed forces �

Some countries spend more on defence
than on education. 3. (in games) a part of a
team whose job is to protect the goal � The
England defence came under attack from
the other team’s forwards. 4. (in a law
court) the lawyers acting on behalf of an
accused person
defencelessdefenceless /d |fensləs/ adj not able to
protect yourself
defend

� defend /d |fend/ (defends, defend-
ing, defended) verb to protect a person or
place that is being attacked � They brought
in extra troops to defend the city against at-
tack.
defendant

� defendant /d|fendənt/ noun (in a law
court) a person who is accused of doing
something illegal or a person who is sued
in a civil case
defender

� defender /d |fendə/ noun 1. a person
who defends a place such as a castle or
town � The defenders surrendered after 90
days, when they ran out of food. 2. in team
sports, a player who defends the goal � The
defenders were continually passing the
ball back to the goalkeeper. 3. someone
who supports something strongly and ac-
tively [~of]
defensedefense /d |fens/ noun US spelling of
defence
defensivedefensive /d |fensv/ noun � to be on
the defensive about something to feel you
need to give reasons for having done some-
thing � She’s always on the defensive
about her decision to resign.
deferdefer /d |f#
/ (defers, deferring, de-
ferred) verb to put something back to a lat-
er date, to postpone something � to defer
payment � The decision has been deferred
until the next meeting.
deferencedeference /def(ə)rəns/ noun respect
defiancedefiance /d |faəns/ noun a very proud
action against an opponent
defiantdefiant /d |faənt/ adj very bold in refus-
ing to obey someone or something
deficiencydeficiency /d |fʃ(ə)nsi/ (plural defi-
ciencies) noun not enough of something
needed to make someone or something

healthy or complete � Their diet has a de-
ficiency of iron or has an iron deficiency.
deficientdeficient /d |fʃ(ə)nt/ adj lacking some-
thing [~in] � The soil is deficient in nutri-
ents. � Their diet is deficient in calcium.
deficitdeficit /defst/ noun an amount by
which something is less than it should be �
The company announced a deficit of £2
million or a £2 million deficit in its ac-
counts.
define

� define /d|fan/ (defines, defining, de-
fined) verb 1. to explain something clearly
or to give the meaning of something � How
would you define the word ‘environmen-
tal’? 2. to indicate the limits of something
� The police operate within limits that have
been clearly defined. � The memo tried to
define the way in which the two depart-
ments should work together.
definite

� definite /def(ə)nət/ adj very sure � I
need a definite answer. � He was quite def-
inite that he had seen the girl at the bus
stop.
definite articledefinite article /�def(ə)nət ɑ
tk(ə)l/
noun the word ‘the’ in English, or a word
with a similar use in another language
definitely

� definitely /def(ə)nətli/ adv certainly
� I’ll definitely be there by 7 o’clock. � Are
you coming? – Definitely not!
definition

� definition /�def |nʃ(ə)n/ noun an ex-
planation of the meaning of a word � A bi-
lingual dictionary doesn’t give definitions,
only translations. � Look up the definition
of ‘democracy’ in the dictionary.
definitivedefinitive /d|fntv/ adj final, which
cannot be improved on
deflatedeflate /di
|flet/ (deflates, deflating,
deflated) verb to let the air out of some-
thing, e.g. of a tyre or balloon � Their hot
air balloon began to deflate.
deflateddeflated /di
|fletd/ adj feeling unhappy
and lacking confidence in yourself
deflectdeflect /d|flekt/ (deflects, deflecting,
deflected) verb to turn aside something,
e.g. an arrow or a bullet, so that it goes in
another direction
deforestationdeforestation /di
|�fɒr|steʃ(ə)n/ noun
the act of cutting down trees from an area
of land
deformeddeformed /d |fɔ
md/ adj having a twist-
ed or unattractive shape
deformitydeformity /d |fɔ
mti/ (plural deformi-
ties) noun the fact of being deformed
defragmentdefragment /�di
fr�( |ment/ (defrag-
ments, defragmenting, defragmented)
verb to arrange the storage space in a com-
puter
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defrauddefraud /d |frɔ
d/ (defrauds, defraud-
ing, defrauded) verb to cheat someone to
get their money � He defrauded the old
lady of £10,000.
defrostdefrost /di
 |frɒst/ (defrosts, defrosting,
defrosted) verb 1. to remove ice which has
formed in a refrigerator or freezer � I must
defrost the freezer. 2. (of frozen food) to
thaw out � A large turkey will take 24 hours
to defrost.
deftdeft /deft/ adj very agile or clever with
your hands
defunctdefunct /d|f�ŋkt/ adj no longer func-
tioning
defusedefuse /di
|fju
z/ (defuses, defusing,
defused) verb 1. to take the fuse out of a
bomb so that it cannot explode � An army
unit was brought in to defuse the bomb. 2.
to make a situation less tense � The chair-
man made some jokes to try to defuse the
situation. � The UN Secretary General has
moved to try to defuse the crisis.
defydefy /d |fa/ (defies, defying, defied)
verb 1. to refuse to obey the law � He
should never have tried to defy the univer-
sity authorities. 2. � to defy description,
belief etc to be almost impossible to de-
scribe, believe, etc � His latest film defies
description.
degeneratedegenerate1 /d|d�en(ə)rət/ adj which
has become morally weak or bad � He was
shocked by the student art exhibition which
he termed ‘degenerate scribbling’.
degeneratedegenerate2 /d |d�enəret/ (degener-
ates, degenerating, degenerated) verb to
get worse � Her condition degenerated
quickly once she went into hospital. � The
celebrations rapidly degenerated into riot-
ing.
degradedegrade /d |(red/ (degrades, degrad-
ing, degraded) verb 1. to make someone
do something that is humiliating � She had
no money but refused to degrade herself by
making false social security claims. 2. to
change a chemical compound into a sim-
pler form, to decompose � Some plastics
will degrade if left in the sun.
degradingdegrading /d |(redŋ/ adj which makes
a person like an animal
degree

� degree /d|(ri
/ noun 1. a unit for
measuring temperature or angles, shown
by the symbol (°) � an angle of eighty de-
grees � The temperature of the water is
above 20°. (NOTE: With figures, degree is
usually written as the symbol °: 25° Celsius.)
2. a qualification from a university [~in] � a
degree in mathematics 3. a small amount of
something such as a quality or an emotion

[~of] � I approached the animal with some
degree of fear. � The degree of public inter-
est in the announcement surprised them. �
to some or a certain degree partly � It’s
his own fault to a certain degree.
dehydratedehydrate /�di
ha|dret/ (dehydrates,
dehydrating, dehydrated) verb 1. to re-
move water from something 2. to lose wa-
ter from the body
dehydrateddehydrated /�di
ha |dretd/ adj (of
food) having lost water
deitydeity /deti/ (plural deities) noun a god
déjà vudéjà vu /�de�ɑ
 vu
/ noun a feeling that
you have already seen something before �
When he came into the room, he immedi-
ately had a feeling of déjà vu.
dejecteddejected /d|d�ektd/ adj very unhappy
or discouraged
delay

� delay /d |le/ noun the length of time
by which something is late [~of/~in] � a de-
lay of ten minutes � We are sorry for the de-
lay in replying to your letter. � verb (de-
lays, delaying, delayed) 1. to make some-
one or something late � The train has been
delayed by fog. � He was delayed because
his taxi had an accident. 2. to put some-
thing off until later � We will delay making
a decision until we see the result of the
election. � The company has delayed pay-
ment of all invoices.
delegatedelegate1 /del(ət/ noun a person who
represents others at a meeting � The minis-
ter met delegates from the union.
delegatedelegate2 /delə|�(et/ (delegates, dele-
gating, delegated) verb to pass authority
or responsibility on to someone else � She
finds it difficult to delegate. � He delegated
the job of locking up the shop to the junior
manager.
delegationdelegation /del |(eʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a
group of representatives � The minister
met a union delegation. 2. the act of pass-
ing on authority or responsibility to some-
one else � The secret of good management
is delegation.
delete

� delete /d|li
t/ (deletes, deleting, de-
leted) verb to cut out part of something,
e.g. a document or a computer file
deletiondeletion /d |li
ʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the action
of deleting something � The court asked
for the deletion of several sentences from
the magazine article. � She made several
deletions to the original text. 2. a word or
phrase which has been deleted � In spite of
all the deletions, the article is still too long.
delideli /deli/ noun same as delicatessen
(informal)
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deliberatedeliberate1 /d |lb(ə)rət/ adj 1. done on
purpose � It was a deliberate attempt to
spoil her birthday party. 2. slow and
thoughtful in speaking or doing something
� She has a very deliberate way of signing
her name.
deliberatedeliberate2 /d|lbəret/ (deliberates,
deliberating, deliberated) verb to discuss
or think carefully about something � The
council were deliberating all morning. �
I’ll need some time to deliberate on the
possible ways of solving the problem.
deliberately

� deliberately /d|lb(ə)rətli/ adv on
purpose � It was an accident – I didn’t hit
her deliberately. � He deliberately left the
cage door open.
deliberationdeliberation /d |�lbə |reʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
great care � He moved his king with great
deliberation and leant back with a smile. 2.
a discussion � After lengthy deliberations
the meeting voted on the proposal. � Did
their deliberations produce any result?
delicacydelicacy /delkəsi/ (plural delicacies)
noun 1. sensitivity � It is a question which
has to be handled with great delicacy. 2.
the state of being delicate � The delicacy of
the glasses means that they have to be han-
dled very carefully. 3. an unusual and tasty
thing to eat � They bought all sorts of deli-
cacies for the Christmas party.
delicatedelicate /delkət/ adj 1. made from ma-
terials that are thin and light and easily
damaged � a delicate china vase 2. likely
to get ill � Little babies are very delicate. �
She was a delicate child.
delicatessendelicatessen /�delkə|tes(ə)n/ noun a
shop selling cold meats and imported food
products
deliciousdelicious /d|lʃəs/ adj tasting very good
� Can I have another piece of that deli-
cious cake? (NOTE: + deliciously adv)
delightdelight /d|lat/ noun 1. pleasure � The
news was greeted with delight by the wait-
ing crowd. � to take (great) delight in
something to enjoy something 2. some-
thing which gives someone pleasure � verb
(delights, delighting, delighted) 1. to give
great pleasure to someone � His speech de-
lighted the audience. 2. to enjoy something
[~in] � She delights in teasing her little
brother.
delighted

� delighted /d |latd/ adj very pleased
delightful

� delightful /d|latf(ə)l/ adj very pleas-
ant � What a delightful show of flowers!
deliriousdelirious /d |lriəs/ adj 1. suffering from
delirium � She collapsed and became de-
lirious. 2. very excited and happy � They
were delirious when they won the lottery.

deliriumdelirium /d |lriəm/ noun a mental state
in which a person is confused, restless and
very excited and has hallucinations
deliver

� deliver /d|lvə/ (delivers, delivering,
delivered) verb 1. to bring something to
someone [~to] � Has today’s newspaper
been delivered yet? � He delivered the let-
ter to her himself so as to be sure she got it.
2. � to deliver a baby to help a mother
when a baby is being born � The twins were
delivered by the midwife. 3. � to deliver a
speech to make a speech � This is the full
text of the speech the President delivered at
the meeting. � to deliver the goods to do
what you promised to do � You can always
rely on him to deliver the goods.
delivery

� delivery /d |lv(ə)ri/ (plural deliver-
ies) noun the act of bringing something to
someone � There is no charge for delivery
within the London area. � Use the back en-
trance for deliveries. � The next delivery
will be on Thursday.
deltadelta /deltə/ noun 1. a triangular piece of
land at the mouth of a large river, formed of
silt carried by the river � the Mississippi
Delta 2. the fourth letter of the Greek al-
phabet. Symbol &#948;
deludedelude /d |lu
d/ (deludes, deluding, de-
luded) verb to make someone believe
something which is wrong
delugedeluge /delju
d�/ noun 1. a flood of
something, e.g. questions or orders � We
had a deluge of phone calls after our TV
commercial. 2. a heavy rainfall � It had
been dry for weeks and then last Saturday
we had a deluge. � verb (deluges, delug-
ing, deluged) 1. to flood a place 2. to over-
whelm someone with a flood of something
� We were deluged with phone calls.
delusiondelusion /d |lu
�(ə)n/ noun a false belief
which a person holds, which cannot be
changed by reason
de luxede luxe /d l�ks/ adj very expensive or of
very high quality
delvedelve /delv/ (delves, delving, delved)
verb 1. to investigate something [~into] � I
remember the case but I might have to
delve deeply to get the details. � He has
been delving into the past history of the
family. 2. to look somewhere for something
� She delved in the drawer and produced a
small booklet.
demand

� demand /d |mɑ
nd/ noun 1. the act of
asking for something [~for] � a demand for
payment 2. the need for particular goods or
services [~for] � We cannot keep up with the
demand for our new machine. � to meet or
fill a demand to supply what is needed �
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The factory had to increase production to
meet the extra demand. � there is not
much demand for this item not many
people want to buy this item � this item is
in great demand many people want to buy
this item � verb (demands, demanding,
demanded) to ask firmly for something
[~(that)/~to] � I demand an explanation for
your behaviour. � They demanded that
more information be made available. � We
demanded to know how long it would be
before we received a reply.
demanding

� demanding /d |mɑ
ndŋ/ adj which
takes up much time and energy
demeaningdemeaning /d|mi
nŋ/ adj which
makes you appear undignified
demeanourdemeanour /d |mi
nə/ noun a person’s
behaviour or manner (NOTE: The US spell-
ing is demeanor.)
dementiadementia /d |menʃə/ noun a loss of
mental ability and memory, causing confu-
sion and changes to the personality, due to
a disease of the brain
demisedemise /d|maz/ noun a death (formal)
demodemo /deməυ/ noun same as demon-
stration
democracy

� democracy /d |mɒkrəsi/ noun 1. a
country governed by politicians who have
been elected by the people 2. a system of
government in which politicians are elect-
ed by the people � The people want democ-
racy, not a dictatorship.
democrat

� democrat /deməkr�t/ noun a person
who believes in democracy � All true dem-
ocrats will unite against the dictator.
democratic

� democratic /�demə |kr�tk/ adj relat-
ing to democracy � They promised to re-
store democratic government.
demolish

� demolish /d |mɒlʃ/ (demolishes,
demolishing, demolished) verb 1. to
knock something down � We demolished
the old church and built a new one. 2. to eat
something completely � He demolished
the whole chocolate cake. 3. to show that
something is completely wrong � He wrote
an article demolishing the professor’s the-
ories.
demolitiondemolition /�demə |lʃ(ə)n/ noun the ac-
tion of knocking down something such as a
building
demondemon /di
mən/ noun a devil � The pic-
ture shows red demons throwing people
into a fire.
demonstrabledemonstrable /d |mɒnstrəb(ə)l/ adj
which can be proved or demonstrated
demonstrate

� demonstrate /demənstret/ (dem-
onstrates, demonstrating, demonstrat-
ed) verb 1. to show something

[~(that)/~what/where/how etc] � This inci-
dent demonstrates that nothing has
changed. � He demonstrated how the ma-
chine worked. 2. to protest against some-
thing in public [~against] � A group were
demonstrating against the new motorway.
demonstration

� demonstration /�demən |streʃ(ə)n/
noun 1. the act of showing how something
works � Can you give me a demonstration
of the new machine? 2. a crowd of people
who are protesting against something
[~against] � a demonstration against the
policy on student funding
demonstrativedemonstrative /d|mɒnstrətv/ adj (of
a person) who openly shows his or her feel-
ings � She’s not very demonstrative, but I
think she appreciated her gift all the same.
demonstrator

� demonstrator /demənstretə/ noun
a person who marches or who forms part of
a crowd protesting against something � A
crowd of demonstrators blocked the road.
� The police used water cannon to clear
demonstrators from in front of the Parlia-
ment building.
demoraliseddemoralised /d |mɒrəlazd/, demoral-
ized adj unhappy and discouraged
demoralisingdemoralising /d|mɒrəlazŋ/, demor-
alizing adj which demoralises you or low-
ers your confidence
demotedemote /d |məυt/ (demotes, demoting,
demoted) verb to give someone a less im-
portant job or reduce an employee to a low-
er rank or grade (NOTE: + demotion n)
demuredemure /d |mjυə/ adj quiet and serious
denden /den/ noun 1. a place where an animal
hides away � a lion’s den 2. a small room
where you can hide away to work � Dad’s
in his den, so don’t disturb him.
denialdenial /d |naəl/ noun a statement that
something is not true
denigratedenigrate /den(ret/ (denigrates,
denigrating, denigrated) verb to say that
someone or something is not very good
denimdenim /denm/ noun a thick cotton cloth,
usually blue
denominationdenomination /d |�nɒm |neʃ(ə)n/
noun 1. a unit of money written on a coin,
banknote or stamp � Coins of all denomi-
nations are put in the church collection
box. � The bank has run out of small de-
nomination notes. 2. a religious grouping �
The Protestant Church is divided into sev-
eral denominations. � What denomination
does he belong to?
denounce

� denounce /d|naυns/ (denounces,
denouncing, denounced) verb 1. to blame
or to accuse someone or something openly
� Someone denounced him to the police. �
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He was denounced as a racist by a fellow
professor. 2. to say you disapprove of
someone or something publicly � She de-
nounced the council’s policy as short-
sighted.
densedense /dens/ adj 1. very thick � Dense
fog closed the airport. 2. with a lot of trees
or plants � They tried to find their way
through dense forest. 3. containing a lot of
information � I find it difficult to read
through 100 pages of dense text.
density

� density /densti/ noun 1. (in physics)
the amount of mass per unit of volume �
heavy density oils 2. the number of things
in a certain area � the high traffic density in
the centre of Rome � London suffers from
high population density.
dentdent /dent/ noun a mark that curves in-
wards, especially in metal, made by hitting
something � Someone has made a dent in
my car door. � verb (dents, denting, dent-
ed) to make a mark like this in something
� He backed into a tree and dented the car.
dentaldental /dent(ə)l/ adj referring to teeth
dental flossdental floss /dent(ə)l flɒs/ noun a thin
waxed thread for pulling between your
teeth to remove pieces of food
dentist

� dentist /dentst/ noun a person
whose job is to look after and provide treat-
ment for your teeth
dentistrydentistry /dentstri/ noun 1. the profes-
sion of a dentist 2. the branch of medicine
dealing with teeth and gums
denturesdentures /dentʃəz/ plural noun artificial
teeth which fit inside the mouth and are
used in place of teeth which have been tak-
en out
denunciationdenunciation /d |�n�nsi|eʃ(ə)n/ noun a
public accusation or blame
deny

� deny /d|na/ (denies, denying, de-
nied) verb to state that something is not
true [~(that)] � He flatly denied stealing the
car. � She denied that she had ever seen
him.
deodorantdeodorant /di |əυd(ə)rənt/ noun a sub-
stance which hides and prevents unpleas-
ant body smells
depart

� depart /d|pɑ
t/ (departs, departing,
departed) verb to go away from a place
[~for/~from] � The coach departs for Edin-
burgh from London at 09.00.
department

� department /d |pɑ
tmənt/ noun 1. a
section of a large company � He is in
charge of the marketing department. �
Write to the complaints department about
the service. 2. one of the sections of the
government � the Department for Educa-
tion and Skills � the Department of Trans-

port 3. a part of a large shop � If you want
cheese you’ll need to go to the food depart-
ment. � You will find beds in the furniture
department.
department store

� department store /d |pɑ
tmənt
stɔ
/ noun a large shop with several differ-
ent sections
departure

� departure /d |pɑ
tʃə/ noun the act of
leaving a place � The plane’s departure
was delayed by two hours. � The departure
time is 3 o’clock. � plural noun departures
the part of an airport terminal which deals
with passengers who are leaving. Compare
arrival
depend

� depend /d |pend/ (depends, depend-
ing, depended) verb � it depends it is
linked to something else � ’Are there any
seats available for the show?’ ’It depends
how many people you need tickets for.’ � to
depend on something to happen only be-
cause of something else happening first �
The success of the book will depend on the
publicity campaign. � I’d like to come but
it depends what time we can leave work. �
to depend on someone or something to be
sure that someone will do what they say
they will do, or that something will happen
as expected � You can’t depend on Jack –
he’s always too busy to help. � You can de-
pend on her to do her best. � The company
depends on government grants. � it (all)
depends it is not certain (informal) � We
may go to France on holiday, or Spain, it
all depends.
dependabledependable /d |pendəb(ə)l/ adj that can
be relied on
dependantdependant /d |pendənt/ noun a mem-
ber of the family who is financially sup-
ported by another (NOTE: Do not confuse
with dependent.)
dependence

� dependence /d |pendəns/ noun the
fact of being dependent on someone or
something
dependent

� dependent /d|pendənt/ adj 1. need-
ing money from someone else in order to
live � She has five dependent relatives. 2.
needing someone else’s help in order to
live or succeed � The patients become very
dependent on the hospital staff. 3. caused
or affected by something � The success of
the project is dependent on getting a gov-
ernment grant. (NOTE: [all adj senses] Do
not confuse with dependant.) � noun US
spelling of dependant
depict

� depict /d |pkt/ (depicts, depicting,
depicted) verb to show or describe some-
thing [~as] � Newspapers like to depict him
as a lovable crook.
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depletedeplete /d |pli
t/ (depletes, depleting,
depleted) verb to reduce available stocks
or stores
depleteddepleted /d |pli
td/ adj containing less
of something than before
deplorabledeplorable /d|plɔ
rəb(ə)l/ adj very bad
deploredeplore /d|plɔ
/ (deplores, deploring,
deplored) verb to say you strongly dislike
an action or an attitude (formal ) � We de-
plore the violence that is taking place.
deploy

� deploy /d|plɔ/ (deploys, deploying,
deployed) verb to spread out soldiers, etc.
ready for action
deportdeport /d |pɔ
t/ (deports, deporting, de-
ported) verb to expel someone from a
country (NOTE: + deportation n)
deposedepose /d|pəυz/ (deposes, deposing,
deposed) verb to remove a king from the
throne or a ruler from office
deposit

� deposit /d |pɒzt/ noun 1. money kept
in a bank � Her deposits in the bank had
grown over the years. 2. a particular
amount of money that you give someone as
a first payment for something expensive �
She had to pay a deposit on the watch. �
Can you leave £50 as deposit? � I paid a
30% deposit and don’t have to pay any-
thing more for six months. � verb (depos-
its, depositing, deposited) to put money
into a bank account � She deposited £100
in her current account. � The cheque ar-
rived at long last, and I deposited it imme-
diately.
deposit accountdeposit account /d|pɒzt ə |�kaυnt/
noun an account which pays interest but on
which notice usually has to be given to
withdraw money
depot

� depot /depəυ/ noun 1. a central ware-
house for goods � a freight depot � a goods
depot � an oil storage depot 2. a centre for
transport � a bus depot � a tram depot
depraveddepraved /d |prevd/ adj wicked or im-
moral
depreciatedepreciate /d |pri
ʃi|�et/ (depreciates,
depreciating, depreciated) verb to lose
value � The pound has depreciated by 5%
against the dollar.
depress

� depress /d |pres/ (depresses, de-
pressing, depressed) verb 1. to make
someone sad or miserable � Listening to
that particular piece of music always de-
presses me. 2. to push down a button � To
activate the alarm, depress both buttons si-
multaneously.
depressed

� depressed /d |prest/ adj so unhappy
that you are not able to enjoy life, especial-
ly over a long period of time � She’s been
feeling depressed since the accident.

depressing

� depressing /d |presŋ/ adj making
you feel sad or unhappy
depression

� depression /d|preʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a
mental state where you feel miserable and
hopeless � He was in a state of depression
after the exams. � She is subject to fits of
depression. 2. a low pressure area bringing
bad weather � The depression coming from
the Atlantic will bring rain to most parts of
the country. � Winds move anticlockwise
round a depression. 3. an economic crisis �
Have many companies here been affected
by the current world depression? 4. a place
which is lower than the area round it � A
pool of water had formed in a depression
in the rocks.
deprivationdeprivation /�depr |veʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a
state of being deprived of something 2. a
state of not having enough of the things
necessary for a normal life, such as food
and housing � They suffered dreadful dep-
rivation(s) during the war.
deprivedeprive /d |prav/ (deprives, depriving,
deprived) verb to take something away
from someone, or not to let someone have
something � We’ve been deprived of sun-
shine all month. � Poverty deprived her of
all the usual comforts of life.
depriveddeprived /d |pravd/ adj not enjoying
many of society’s benefits
depth

� depth /depθ/ noun a measurement of
how deep something is � The depth of the
lake is 20m. � The submarine dived to a
depth of 200m.
deputy

� deputy /depjυti/ (plural deputies)
noun 1. a person who makes decisions
when the manager or boss is away � She’s
acting as deputy while the managing direc-
tor is in hospital. 2. a person who helps
someone in their job � He appointed her as
his deputy.
derailderail /di
 |rel/ (derails, derailing, de-
railed) verb to make a train leave the rails
derbyderby /dɑ
bi/ (plural derbies) noun 1. a
bowler hat 2. a sporting contest between
local teams � There are always crowds at
the local derby.
deregulationderegulation /di
 |�re(jυ |leʃ(ə)n/ noun
reducing government control over an in-
dustry
derelictderelict /derlkt/ adj ruined and aban-
doned � They plan to build the housing de-
velopment on derelict land near the city
centre. � They bought a derelict cottage to
do it up.
deridederide /d|rad/ (derides, deriding, de-
rided) verb to laugh at someone or some-
thing
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derisionderision /d|r�(ə)n/ noun the act of
laughing at someone or something because
you think they are stupid
derisivederisive /d |rasv/ adj laughing at some-
one because you think they are stupid
derisoryderisory /d |rasəri/ adj ridiculously
small
derivationderivation /�der |veʃ(ə)n/ noun the ori-
gin of a word
derivederive /d|rav/ (derives, deriving, de-
rived) verb to get something from some-
thing
dermatologistdermatologist /�d#
mə |tɒləd�st/
noun a doctor who specialises in the study
and treatment of diseases of the skin
derogatoryderogatory /d |rɒ(ət(ə)ri/ adj showing
dislike for someone or something
descenddescend /d |send/ (descends, de-
scending, descended) verb 1. to go down
something such as a ladder � The president
seemed to stumble as he descended the
steps from the plane. 2. � to be descended
from someone to have someone as an an-
cestor � On his mother’s side, he is de-
scended from one of William the Conquer-
or’s knights.
descendant

� descendant /d |sendənt/ noun a
member of a family with a particular an-
cestor
descent

� descent /d |sent/ noun 1. the process
of going down [~into/to] � The descent into
the mine takes just under three minutes. 2.
family ancestry � He can trace his descent
back to or from William I. � she is of Irish
descent her family is from Ireland 3. a
downhill slope � She successfully complet-
ed a tricky descent. (NOTE: Do not confuse
with dissent.)
describe

� describe /d|skrab/ (describes, de-
scribing, described) verb to say or write
what someone or something is like
[~how/what/who etc/~as] � Can you de-
scribe the car which hit the old lady? � She
described how the bus suddenly left the
road. � He described the man as tall with a
black beard.
description

� description /d |skrpʃən/ noun the
act of saying or writing what something or
someone is like
descriptivedescriptive /d|skrptv/ adj which says
what something is like
desecratedesecrate /deskret/ (desecrates,
desecrating, desecrated) verb to treat a
place such as a church or a grave in a dis-
respectful way (NOTE: + desecration n)
desegregationdesegregation /�di
se(r |(eʃ(ə)n/
noun the act of ending the segregation of a

group of people or an institution (NOTE: +
desegregate v)
desertdesert1 /dezət/ noun a very dry area of
the world, usually covered with rocks or
sand (NOTE: Do not confuse with dessert.)
desertdesert2 /d |z#
t/ (deserts, deserting, de-
serted) verb 1. to leave the armed forces
without permission 2. to leave someone in
a difficult situation
deserteddeserted /d |z#
td/ adj with no people �
We walked around the deserted town.
deserterdeserter /d |z#
tə/ noun a person who
leaves the armed forces without permis-
sion
desert islanddesert island /�dezət alənd/ noun a
tropical island with no inhabitants
deserve

� deserve /d|z#
v/ (deserves, deserv-
ing, deserved) verb to earn something be-
cause of what you have done � He didn’t
deserve to win because he cheated. � I’ve
been on my feet all day – I think I deserve
a sit-down. � He deserves a holiday.
deservingdeserving /d |z#
vŋ/ adj which should
be supported or helped
design

� design /d|zan/ noun a plan or draw-
ing of something, before it is made or built
[~for] � the designs for the new opera house
� verb (designs, designing, designed) to
draw plans for the shape or appearance of
something before it is made or built � He
designed the new university library. � She
designs garden furniture.
designatedesignate1 /dez(net/ (designates,
designating, designated) verb to appoint
someone to a post � He has been designat-
ed as our representative at the meeting.
designatedesignate2 /dez(nət/ adj appointed to
a particular job but not doing it yet � the
chief executive designate (NOTE: always af-
ter a noun)
designer

� designer /d |zanə/ noun an artist
who plans the shape or appearance of
things such as goods, clothes or rooms
desirabledesirable /d|zaərəb(ə)l/ adj which a
lot of people want
desire

� desire /d|zaə/ noun something that
you want very much [~for] � It’s difficult to
satisfy the public’s desire for information.
� She had a sudden desire to lie down and
go to sleep. � verb (desires, desiring, de-
sired) to want something (formal ) � Most
of us desire a large comfortable home. � to
leave a lot to be desired not to be of the
right standard, not to be acceptable � The
bathrooms in the hotel leave a lot to be de-
sired.
desireddesired /d|zaəd/ adj wanted or required
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desk

� desk /desk/ noun 1. a table, often with
drawers, used for writing � He put the pa-
pers away in his desk drawer. � She was
sitting at her desk when the telephone
rang. 2. a government department � She
works on the Central Europe desk in the
Foreign Office.
desk tidydesk tidy /desk �tadi/ noun a small
container kept on a desk to keep things
such as pens and paper clips tidy
desktopdesktop /desktɒp/ noun 1. the top sur-
face of a desk 2. a display on a computer
screen that shows images representing
available programs and files
desktop publishingdesktop publishing /�desktɒp
p�blʃŋ/ noun the production of publica-
tions using a personal computer
desolatedesolate /desələt/ adj bleak and desert-
ed � a desolate mountainside
despairdespair /d |speə/ noun a feeling that a
situation is so bad that there is nothing you
can do to make it better � When he lost his
job and his girlfriend left him, he was filled
with despair. � verb (despairs, despairing,
despaired) to give up all hope of achieving
something � the depths of despair a situ-
ation where there is complete lack of hope
desperate

� desperate /desp(ə)rət/ adj 1. having
a strong need for something that you are
not able to get, and feeling very worried
because you do not know how to solve the
problem [~for] � Food ran out and the peo-
ple were becoming desperate. � They were
desperate for news of their son. 2. urgent �
There is a desperate need for medical sup-
plies.
despicabledespicable /d |spkəb(ə)l/ adj unpleas-
ant, which you despise
despisedespise /d |spaz/ (despises, despis-
ing, despised) verb to look down on some-
one, to think someone is not worth much
despite

� despite /d |spat/ prep although
something happened or was done � De-
spite the wet weather we still enjoyed our
holiday.
despondentdespondent /d |spɒndənt/ adj discour-
aged and unhappy
dessertdessert /d|z#
t/ noun a sweet dish at the
end of a meal � The meal will end with a
dessert of strawberries and cream. �
What’s for dessert? (NOTE: Do not confuse
with desert. The word dessert is mainly
used in restaurants. At home, this part of the
meal is usually called the sweet or afters or
pudding.)
destabilisedestabilise /di
 |steblaz/ (destabilis-
es, destabilising, destabilised), destabi-

lize verb to make a country or government
less stable
destinationdestination /�dest |neʃ(ə)n/ noun the
place to which a person or vehicle is going
� We reached our destination at eight
o’clock. � The destination is shown on the
front of the bus.
destineddestined /destnd/ adj 1. going or being
sent to a particular place [~for] � All mail
destined for Canada is delayed because of
the postal workers’ strike. 2. certain to
have, do or experience something [~for/~to]
� She’s destined for a great career on TV. �
They were destined to fail in their search
for gold.
destinydestiny /destni/ noun 1. what will hap-
pen to you in the future � The war affected
the destinies of many people. 2. a power
that controls what happens to you in the fu-
ture � You never know what destiny has in
store for you.
destitutedestitute /desttju
t/ adj with very little
money and very few belongings
destroy

� destroy /d |strɔ/ (destroys, destroy-
ing, destroyed) verb to damage something
so badly that it no longer exists � The bomb
destroyed several buildings. � A lot of pri-
vate property was destroyed in the war.
destroyerdestroyer /d|strɔə/ noun a medium-
sized naval ship
destruction

� destruction /d |str�kʃən/ noun the
action of destroying something � the de-
struction of the village by enemy bombs �
The volcano caused enormous destruction.
� After the bomb attack there was a scene
of total destruction. (NOTE: no plural)
destructivedestructive /d|str�ktv/ adj which de-
stroys
detach

� detach /d |t�tʃ/ (detaches, detach-
ing, detached) verb to separate something
from something or someone
detachabledetachable /d |t�tʃəb(ə)l/ adj which
you can detach
detacheddetached /d |t�tʃt/ adj � detached
house a house which stands alone, not at-
tached to another
detachmentdetachment /d |t�tʃmənt/ noun 1. in-
difference, lack of particular interest � He
glanced at the advancing policemen with
an air of detachment. 2. a small group of
soldiers � Detachments of marines have
been sent to the island.
detail

� detail /di
tel/ noun a small piece of
information � Send in your CV including
full details of your past experience. � Can
you give me further details of when the ac-
cident took place? � I can’t make out the
details in the photo because the light is
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bad. � The policeman noted down the de-
tails of the incident. � verb (details, detail-
ing, detailed) to list all the facts or items �
He detailed the work which had to be done.
� in detail with as much information as
possible � The catalogue lists all the furni-
ture in detail. � Please describe the cir-
cumstances of the accident in as much de-
tail as possible.
detailed

� detailed /di
teld/ adj giving a lot of
details � We need a detailed list of the items
which have been stolen. � The police is-
sued detailed descriptions of the two men.
detaindetain /d |ten/ (detains, detaining, de-
tained) verb 1. to keep someone in a police
station or prison � The police have de-
tained a man for questioning. 2. to stop
someone from leaving � I’m sorry I’m late
– I was detained by a phone call.
detect

� detect /d |tekt/ (detects, detecting,
detected) verb 1. to discover something
scientifically � If breast cancer is detected
early enough, it can be cured. 2. to notice
� I detected some unwillingness to agree to
the change.
detective

� detective /d |tektv/ noun a police of-
ficer whose job is to try to find out who
committed crimes � Detectives have inter-
viewed four suspects.
detector

� detector /d|tektə/ noun an instru-
ment which checks whether something is
present
detention

� detention /d |tenʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. im-
prisonment � After he was released from
detention he committed the same offence
again. � The internees were kept in deten-
tion camps. 2. keeping children at school as
a punishment � The children were kept in
detention after school.
deterdeter /d |t#
/ (deters, deterring, de-
terred) verb � to deter someone from do-
ing something to discourage someone
from doing something � The heavy rain
didn’t deter us from visiting the town. � We
have installed cameras to deter shoplifters.
detergentdetergent /d|t#
d�ənt/ noun a cleaning
substance which removes grease and bac-
teria from things such as clothes or dishes
deterioratedeteriorate /d|təriəret/ (deterio-
rates, deteriorating, deteriorated) verb to
go bad; to get worse (NOTE: + deterioration
n)
determination

� determination /d |�t#
m |neʃ(ə)n/
noun a strong wish to do something, and
not to let anyone stop you doing it [~in] �
The government needs to show more deter-
mination in its fight against street crime. �

They admired his determination to win the
prize.
determine

� determine /d |t#
mn/ (determines,
determining, determined) verb 1. to fix
something such as a date � The meeting
will be at a date still to be determined. 2. �
to determine to do something to make a
decision to do something (formal) � I deter-
mined not to make the same mistake again.
3. to find out the details of something
[~what/whether/why/who etc] � The police
have to determine what really happened. 4.
to affect something in a particular way �
His exam results will determine his future.
determined

� determined /d |t#
mnd/ adj having a
strong wish to do something, and not let-
ting anyone prevent you from doing it �
She’s a very determined young woman,
and will go far. � He had a very determined
expression on his face. � She is determined
to win the prize.
determinerdeterminer /d |t#
mnə/ noun a pro-
noun or article which comes before an ad-
jective or noun, and shows what is being
referred to, such as ‘this’ in ‘this old car’
(grammar)
deterrentdeterrent /d |terənt/ noun something
which stops people from wanting to do
something � Cameras by the side of the
road act as a deterrent to people who drive
too fast.
detestdetest /d |test/ (detests, detesting, de-
tested) verb to dislike someone or some-
thing intensely
detonatedetonate /detənet/ (detonates, deto-
nating, detonated) verb 1. to set off an ex-
plosive � The police detonated the package
found under the car. 2. to explode � A shell
landed in their garden but failed to deto-
nate. (NOTE: + detonation n)
detonatordetonator /detənetə/ noun a small ex-
plosive charge which will set off a large ex-
plosion
detoxdetox /di
tɒks/ noun 1. medical treat-
ment which helps people to stop taking
drugs or drinking too much alcohol 2. the
process of stopping taking drugs or drink-
ing alcohol � verb (detoxes, detoxing, de-
toxed) to stop taking harmful substances in
order to improve your health � No thanks,
I’m detoxing after last week’s excesses.
detractdetract /d |tr�kt/ (detracts, detracting,
detracted) verb to make something less
useful, attractive or interesting [~from] �
Her rudeness to the judges detracted from
the prize-giving ceremony.
detrimentdetriment /detrmənt/ noun damage
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detrimentaldetrimental /�detr|ment(ə)l/ adj which
can harm
devaluedevalue /di
|v�lju
/ (devalues, devalu-
ing, devalued) verb to reduce the value of
a currency in relation to that of other coun-
tries (NOTE: + devaluation n)
devastate

� devastate /devəstet/ (devastates,
devastating, devastated) verb to wreck
something completely
devastateddevastated /devəstetd/ adj 1. badly
damaged � Relief agencies are trying to
help the devastated region. 2. upset by
something such as bad news � She was
devastated when she was made redundant.
� When he read the report in the paper he
was completely devastated.
devastatingdevastating /devəstetŋ/ adj 1. caus-
ing a lot of damage � The country has still
not recovered from the devastating effects
of the storm. 2. shocking, upsetting � The
news from Paris was devastating.
develop

� develop /d|veləp/ (develops, devel-
oping, developed) verb 1. to grow and
change [~from/~into] � Eventually, a cater-
pillar will develop into a butterfly. � A
flower develops from a bud. 2. to make
something larger � He exercises in order to
develop his muscles. 3. to get an illness �

She developed a cold at the weekend. 4. to
plan and produce something [~into/~from] �
It was eventually developed into a popular
game from an idea he’d had as a student. 5.
to plan and build something [~as/into] �

The company is developing a chain of res-
taurants. � They are planning to develop
the site as or into an industrial estate. 6. to
produce a photograph from film � We can
develop your film in an hour.
developerdeveloper /d |veləpə/ noun a person or
company that plans and builds roads, air-
ports, houses, factories or office buildings
� The land has been acquired by develop-
ers for a housing estate.
development

� development /d |veləpmənt/ noun
1. growth � The development of the embryo
takes place rapidly. 2. the planning and
production of a new product 3. the act of
planning and building on an area of land 4.
a group of buildings that have been built to-
gether at the same time
deviantdeviant /di
viənt/ adj different from
normal
deviatedeviate /di
viet/ (deviates, deviating,
deviated) verb to be different from what is
normal or usual [~from] � The celebrations
deviated from their normal pattern by be-
ing held on a Sunday. � He did not deviate
from the written version of his speech.

deviationdeviation /�di
vi|eʃ(ə)n/ noun changing
from what is usual
device

� device /d|vas/ noun a small tool or
piece of equipment that is useful for a par-
ticular purpose [~for] � He invented a de-
vice for fixing tops on bottles. � to be left
to your own devices to be allowed to do
whatever you want
devildevil /dev(ə)l/ noun 1. an evil spirit � He
believes in ghosts and devils and all that
sort of thing. 2. a person � He’s won the lot-
tery, lucky devil! � Poor devil! I must go
and see him in hospital.
devil’s advocatedevil’s advocate /�dev(ə)lz �dvəkət/
noun a person who argues the opposite
point of view, in order to stimulate discus-
sion about a widely held opinion
deviousdevious /di
viəs/ adj 1. not honest or
straightforward � It’s just a very devious
plan to avoid paying the staff more money.
2. not going straight � The taxi took us on
a very devious route to Piccadilly Circus.
devisedevise /d|vaz/ (devises, devising, de-
vised) verb to think up or invent something
� We’ve devised a new timetable for the
summer term. � He devised a plan for mak-
ing more money out of the farm.
devoiddevoid /d|vɔd/ adj without something
[~of] � The book is devoid of literary merit.
devolutiondevolution /�di
və|lu
ʃ(ə)n/ noun the
passing of power from a central govern-
ment to a local or regional authority
devotedevote /d|vəυt/ (devotes, devoting, de-
voted) verb � to devote time to something
to spend time on something � Don’t you
think you’ve devoted enough time to your
model planes? � to devote yourself to
something to spend all your time on some-
thing � She devoted herself to looking after
refugee children.
devoteddevoted /d |vəυtd/ adj 1. loving [~to] �
a devoted father 2. showing affection to
someone [~to] � He is devoted to his chil-
dren. 3. spending all your time on some-
thing [~to] � She’s devoted to her flower
garden.
devotiondevotion /d |vəυʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. love 2.
constant work on behalf of someone or
something
devourdevour /d|vaυə/ (devours, devouring,
devoured) verb to eat something greedily
devoutdevout /d |vaυt/ adj deeply religious
dewdew /dju
/ noun water which forms at
night on objects in the open air (NOTE: Do
not confuse with due.)
dexteritydexterity /dek |sterti/ noun skill in us-
ing your hands or mind
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diabetesdiabetes /�daə|bi
ti
z/ noun a condition
in which the body cannot control sugar ab-
sorption because the pancreas does not
produce enough insulin
diabeticdiabetic /�daə |betk/ noun a person
with diabetes � She is a diabetic and has to
have regular injections of insulin.
diabolicaldiabolical /�daə|bɒlk(ə)l/ adj 1. evil
and wicked � They devised a diabolical
plot to assassinate the Prime Minister. 2.
very bad � The food in the staff canteen is
diabolical.
diagnosediagnose /daə(nəυz/ (diagnoses, di-
agnosing, diagnosed) verb to identify a
patient’s illness by examining him or her
and noting symptoms
diagnosisdiagnosis /�daə( |nəυss/ (plural diag-
noses) noun the identification of an illness
diagonaldiagonal /da |�(ən(ə)l/ adj going
straight from one corner to another � He
drew a diagonal line on the floor. � Areas
of the map shaded with diagonal lines indi-
cate cultivated land. � noun a diagonal line
diagram

� diagram /daə(r�m/ noun a plan or
accurate drawing � She drew a diagram to
show how to get to her house.
dial

� dial /daəl/ noun a round face of a
measuring instrument or an old type of tel-
ephone � The pilot sits in front of a display
of dials. � verb (dials, dialling, dialled) to
call a telephone number using the buttons
on a telephone � To call the police you
must dial 999. � Dial 9 to get an outside
line.
dialect

� dialect /daəlekt/ noun a variety of a
language spoken in a particular area � They
were speaking in a local dialect.
dialling codedialling code /daəlŋ kəυd/ noun a
special phone number for a town or coun-
try
dialling tonedialling tone /daəlŋ təυn/ noun the
noise made by a telephone to show that it is
ready for you to dial a number
dialog boxdialog box /daəlɒ( bɒks/ noun a small
area on a computer screen that presents the
user with a choice
dialogue

� dialogue /daəlɒ(/ noun 1. a conver-
sation between two people [~between] �
The next exercise on the tape is a dialogue
between a shopkeeper and a customer. 2.
the spoken words in a film or TV drama 3.
political talks or negotiations [~be-
tween/~with] � They are encouraging more
dialogue with consumer groups. (NOTE: [all
senses] The US spelling is dialog.)
dial-updial-up /daəl �p/ adj of a connection be-
tween computers that is made by means of
a modem and a telephone line

diameterdiameter /da |�mtə/ noun the distance
across the centre of a circle
diamond

� diamond /daəmənd/ noun 1. a very
hard, clear, precious stone � He gave her a
diamond ring. � Diamonds sparkled on her
crown. 2. one of the red sets in a pack of
cards, shaped like a square leaning to one
side � He held the ten of diamonds. (NOTE:
The other red suit is hearts; clubs and
spades are the black suits.)
diaper

� diaper /daəpə/ noun US a cloth or
thick pad which is wrapped around a ba-
by’s bottom
diaphragmdiaphragm /daəfr�m/ noun 1. a thin
sheet which vibrates with noise � the dia-
phragm in a hearing aid 2. a thin layer of
tissue which separates the chest from the
abdomen, and pulls air into the lungs when
you breathe � The stomach lies in the left
upper part of the abdomen, just under the
diaphragm. 3. a contraceptive device for
women
diarrhoeadiarrhoea /�daə |ri
ə/ noun a condition
in which a patient frequently passes liquid
faeces (NOTE: The US spelling is diarrhea.)
diary

� diary /daəri/ (plural diaries) noun 1. a
description of what has happened in your
life day by day � He kept a diary for years.
� She kept a diary of the places she visited
on holiday. 2. a small book in which you
write notes or make appointments for each
day of the week � I’ve noted the appoint-
ment in my desk diary. � I can’t fix the date
immediately because I haven’t got my dia-
ry with me.
dicedice /das/ (plural same) noun a small
block with a different number of spots on
each side, used for playing games � Shake
the dice in the cup and then throw them
onto the board.
diceydicey /dasi/ adj dangerous (informal)
dichotomydichotomy /da |kɒtəmi/ noun a differ-
ence between contradictory things
dictate

� dictate /dk |tet/ (dictates, dictating,
dictated) verb 1. to say something to some-
one who writes down your words [~to] �

She dictated a letter to her assistant. 2. to
tell someone what to do [~what/how etc] �
She’s always trying to dictate how we
should run the business. 3. to influence
what should happen [~that] � His illness
dictated that she had to lead a less active
life.
dictation

� dictation /dk|teʃ(ə)n/ noun the act
of dictating something to be written down
dictatordictator /dk|tetə/ noun a person who
rules a country alone
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dictatorshipdictatorship /dk |tetəʃp/ noun the
rule of a country by one person
dictiondiction /dkʃən/ noun a clear and under-
standable way of speaking
dictionarydictionary /dkʃən(ə)ri/ (plural diction-
aries) noun a book which lists words in al-
phabetical order, giving their meanings or
translations into other languages
diddid /dd/ past tense of do
didn’tdidn’t /dd(ə)nt/ contr did not
die

� die /da/ (dies, dying, died) verb to stop
living. � death � dying for something or to
do something wanting something very
much � We’re dying for a cold drink. � I’m
dying to read his book.

die away phrasal verb to become less
noisy � The sound of police sirens grad-
ually died away.
die down phrasal verb 1. to get less
strong � The wind began to die down. �
The government is waiting for the street
protests to die down. 2. (of plants) to die
and lose their stems and leaves � Chry-
santhemums will die down during the
winter.
die out� phrasal verb to disappear grad-
ually � If people carry on hunting this an-
imal it will eventually die out.

dieharddiehard /dahɑ
d/ noun a person who re-
sists change or persists in a particular be-
lief or opinion
diesel

� diesel /di
z(ə)l/ noun 1. � diesel (oil)
engine fuel which is thicker than petrol �
My new car runs on diesel. � London taxis
have diesel engines. 2. a car with a diesel
engine � His latest car is a diesel.
diet

� diet /daət/ noun 1. the kind of food
you eat � He lives on a simple diet of bread
and fruit. 2. the practice of eating only cer-
tain types of food, either in order to be-
come thinner or to cure an illness � The
doctor told her to follow a salt-free diet. �
to be on a diet to eat less food or only
some types of food � He’s been on a diet
for some weeks, but still hasn’t lost enough
weight. � to go on a diet to start to eat less
food or only some types of food � She went
on a diet before going on holiday. � verb
(diets, dieting, dieted) to eat less food or
only some types of food � He dieted for
two weeks before going on holiday.
dietarydietary /daət(ə)ri/ adj referring to the
food people eat in terms of how it affects
their health
differ

� differ /dfə/ (differs, differing, dif-
fered) verb 1. not to be the same as some-
thing else [~from] � The weather conditions
in the two areas differ considerably. � This

camera differs from the earlier model. 2. to
have a different opinion about something
from someone else � Our views on educa-
tion differ. � They differ in several ways in
their accounts of what happened. � I beg
to differ I do not agree
difference

� difference /df(ə)rəns/ noun a way in
which two things are not the same [~in/~be-
tween] � What is the difference in price be-
tween these two cars? � to tell the differ-
ence to see what is different between
things or people that are similar � Can you
tell the difference between the original pic-
ture and the copy? � it doesn’t make any
difference or it makes no difference or lit-
tle difference it’s not important � You can
use any colour you like – it doesn’t make
any difference.
different

� different /df(ə)rənt/ adj not the same
� Living in London is very different from
living in the country. � I went to three dif-
ferent clothes shops but I couldn’t find an-
ything in my size. � He looks different now
that he has a beard.
differentialdifferential /�dfə|renʃəl/ noun (in a
motor) the gears between two drive shafts
that allow one shaft to turn at a different
speed from the other, while still transmit-
ting power
differentiate

� differentiate /�dfə|renʃiet/ (differ-
entiates, differentiating, differentiated)
verb 1. to recognise the difference between
two things [~between] � I find it hard to dif-
ferentiate between the two brands of butter.
� They couldn’t differentiate between
cheap champagne and really top-quality
stuff. 2. to treat two things differently [~be-
tween] � In this school, we don’t differenti-
ate between boys and girls.
difficult

� difficult /dfk(ə)lt/ adj not easy to do
or achieve � Finding a parking space is dif-
ficult on Saturdays. � I find it difficult to
work when I’m tired. � to make things or
life difficult for someone to create prob-
lems for someone � His main aim at the of-
fice seems to be to make life as difficult as
possible for the secretaries.
difficulty

� difficulty /dfk(ə)lti/ (plural difficul-
ties) noun 1. a problem [~with] � The diffi-
culty is that nobody in the group can drive.
� He has financial difficulties. � There is a
difficulty with the flight reservation. � to
create or make difficulties for someone
to create problems for someone � She
doesn’t realise that going on holiday now
is going to make difficulties for everyone.
2. the amount of effort or skill needed to do
something � to have difficulty with or in
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doing something to find something hard,
or find it hard to do something � We had
difficulty with the directions. � She has dif-
ficulty in paying the rent. � with difficulty
not easily � She walks with difficulty.
diffidentdiffident /dfdənt/ adj shy; lacking
confidence
diffusediffuse1 /d |fju
s/ adj vague or unclear �
His writing tends to be very diffuse.
diffusediffuse2 /d |fju
z/ (diffuses, diffusing,
diffused) verb to spread something out or
to send something out
dig

� dig /d(/ verb (digs, digging, dug) to
make a hole in the ground with a spade �
plural noun digs a furnished room or rooms
let to people such as students (dated
informal)

dig out phrasal verb 1. to take someone
or something out by digging � He was
dug out of the snow after the avalanche.
2. to find something after a lot of search-
ing � They dug out some old photographs
of the village.
dig up phrasal verb 1. to find something
by digging � We dug up a Roman coin in
the garden. 2. to break a solid surface by
digging � The workmen had to dig the
road up to mend the water main. 3. to
find information with difficulty � He
managed to dig up some old government
statistics.

digestdigest /da|d�est/ (digests, digesting,
digested) verb 1. to break down food in the
stomach � I find this meat difficult to di-
gest. 2. to think about something and un-
derstand it fully � Give me time to digest
this news.
digestiondigestion /da |d�estʃən/ noun the proc-
ess by which food is broken down in the
stomach
digestivedigestive /da |d�estv/ adj relating to
the digestion of food
digitdigit /dd�t/ noun 1. a single number � a
seven-digit phone number 2. a finger or toe
digitaldigital /dd�t(ə)l/ adj 1. storing infor-
mation in an electronic form � a digital ra-
dio 2. showing the time as a set of numbers
digital cameradigital camera /�dd�t(ə)l k�m(ə)rə/
noun a camera that stores photographs in
digital form so that they can be processed
by a computer
digital TVdigital TV /�dd�t(ə)l ti
|vi
/ noun a TV
where the picture has been changed into a
form which a computer can process
dignifieddignified /d(nfad/ adj solemn and
important-looking
dignitarydignitary /d(nt(ə)ri/ (plural dignitar-
ies) noun an important person

dignity

� dignity /d(nti/ noun a solemn or se-
rious way of behaving
digressdigress /da|(res/ (digresses, digress-
ing, digressed) verb to start to talk or write
about something else (NOTE: + digression
n)
dilapidateddilapidated /d |l�pdetd/ adj falling
into ruin
dilatedilate /da|let/ (dilates, dilating, dilated)
verb to swell, to become larger
dilemmadilemma /d |lemə/ noun a difficult
choice which has to be made
diligentdiligent /dld�ənt/ adj hard-working
dilutedilute /da|lu
t/ (dilutes, diluting, dilut-
ed) verb 1. to add a liquid, usually water, to
another liquid to make it weaker � Dilute
the disinfectant with water. 2. to make
something weaker and less effective � The
proposals were thought too radical and
were diluted before being announced to the
press.
dimdim /dm/ adj (dimmer, dimmest) (of light)
weak � The lights grew dimmer. � verb
(dims, dimming, dimmed) to make a light
less bright � They dimmed the cabin lights
before takeoff.
dimedime /dam/ noun US a coin that is worth
ten cents
dimension

� dimension /da |menʃən/ noun the
extent of a problem � the international di-
mension of the refugee problem � The task
is taking on huge dimensions.
diminishdiminish /d |mnʃ/ (diminishes, dimin-
ishing, diminished) verb 1. to make some-
thing smaller or weaker � Nothing dimin-
ishes his enthusiasm for flying. 2. to be-
come smaller or weaker � My income has
diminished over the last few years.
diminutivediminutive /d |mnjυtv/ adj very small
dimpledimple /dmpəl/ noun a small hollow in
a part of the body such as the chin or
cheeks
dindin /dn/ noun a loud noise � The children
are making such a din I didn’t hear the
phone ring. � What a din! Can’t you be a
bit quieter, please? � I couldn’t make out
what the guide was saying above the din of
the machines.
dinedine /dan/ (dines, dining, dined) verb to
have dinner (formal)
dine outdine out phrasal verb to have dinner away
from home (formal )
dinerdiner /danə/ noun 1. a person who is eat-
ing an evening meal � When the restaurant
caught fire, the diners ran into the street. 2.
the dining car on a train 3. US a small res-
taurant selling simple hot food
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dinghydinghy /dŋi/ (plural dinghies) noun a
small boat, either with oars or sails
dingydingy /dnd�i/ adj 1. gloomy and lacking
light 2. dirty or old-looking
dining room

� dining room /danŋ ru
m/ noun a
room in a house or hotel where you usually
eat. � bathroom, bedroom, living room
dinner

� dinner /dnə/ noun 1. the main meal of
the day, usually eaten in the evening � We
were having dinner when the telephone
rang. � Would you like to come to dinner on
Saturday? � What are we having for din-
ner? or What’s for dinner? 2. a formal
evening meal � The club is organising a
dinner and dance on Saturday.
dinner jacketdinner jacket /dnə �d��kt/ noun a
man’s formal jacket
dinosaurdinosaur /danəsɔ
/ noun a large crea-
ture that existed on the Earth millions of
years ago � At the time when dinosaurs
roamed the land, England was covered
with tropical forests.
diocesediocese /daəss/ noun an area under the
charge of a bishop
dip

� dip /dp/ noun 1. a sudden drop in an
area of land 2. a cold sauce into which you
can dip biscuits or raw vegetables � verb
(dips, dipping, dipped) � to dip some-
thing into something to put something
quickly into a liquid � She dipped the bis-
cuit into her coffee. � She dipped her hand
into the stream.
diphtheriadiphtheria /df|θəriə/ noun a serious in-
fectious disease of children
diplomadiploma /d|pləυmə/ noun a document
which shows that a person has reached a
certain level of skill in a subject
diplomacydiplomacy /d |pləυməsi/ noun the art of
negotiating, especially between different
countries
diplomatdiplomat /dpləm�t/ noun a person
such as an ambassador who represents his
country abroad
diplomaticdiplomatic /�dplə |m�tk/ adj 1. refer-
ring to diplomats or diplomacy � We are
looking for a diplomatic solution to the cri-
sis, rather than sending in troops. 2. care-
ful not to give offence � It wouldn’t be very
diplomatic to arrive late for the wedding.
diredire /daə/ adj very serious
direct

� direct /da|rekt/ adj straight, without
any changes of direction or stops � What’s
the most direct way of getting to London?
� direct line a telephone line which takes
you straight to the person you wish to con-
tact � This phone number will give you a
direct line to the minister. � verb (directs,
directing, directed) 1. to aim something

towards a point [~at/to/towards] � I hope
you’re not directing that gun at me! 2. to
say something to a particular person
[~at/to/towards] � He directed his remarks
to the person next to him. � I hope you’re
not directing that criticism at me! 3. to tell
someone how to get to a place [~to] � Can
you direct me to the nearest post office? 4.
to manage or organise something � He di-
rects our London operations. 5. to tell
someone to do something � The insecticide
has to be used as directed on the bottle. �
He did as he had been directed, and took
the plane to Birmingham. � adv 1. straight,
without stopping � The plane flies direct to
Anchorage. 2. without passing through an
operator � You can telephone New York di-
rect from here.
direct debitdirect debit /da |�rekt debt/ noun a
system where a customer allows a compa-
ny to charge costs to his bank account au-
tomatically and where the amount charged
can be increased or decreased with the
agreement of the customer
direction

� direction /da |rekʃən/ noun the point
towards which you are going � You are go-
ing in the wrong direction if you want to get
to the station. � The post office is in the op-
posite direction. � plural noun directions
instructions on how to do something � in
all directions everywhere � The wind was
blowing bits of old newspapers in all direc-
tions.
directive

� directive /da |rektv/ noun an official
instruction
directly

� directly /da |rektli/ adv 1. straight,
without anything or anyone between � This
door opens directly into the kitchen. � She
reports directly to the managing director
himself. 2. soon � I’ll be with you directly.
� conj as soon as � I will write the letter di-
rectly I get home.
direct objectdirect object /�darekt ɒbd�ekt/ noun
a noun or pronoun in a sentence represent-
ing the person or thing affected directly by
the action of the verb
director

� director /da |rektə/ noun 1. a person
who is in charge of all of, or part of, a com-
pany � The sales director gave a report on
sales to date. � There are four directors on
the board of the company. 2. a person who
organises the making of a film or play, e.g.
giving instructions to the actors, or dealing
with the lighting or sound � Who was the
first female director to win an Oscar?
Compare producer
directory

� directory /da |rekt(ə)ri/ (plural direc-
tories) noun a book giving lists of profes-
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sional people, organisations or businesses
with their addresses and telephone num-
bers
direct taxdirect tax /da |�rekt t�ks/ noun a tax
based on income
dirt

� dirt /d#
t/ noun 1. anything that makes
something dirty � a washing powder that
removes even the worst kinds of dirt 2.
mud; earth � Children were playing in the
dirt. � His clothes were covered with dirt
from handling potatoes.
dirt cheapdirt cheap /�d#
t tʃi
p/ adv very cheap
dirty

� dirty /d#
ti/ adj (dirtier, dirtiest) 1. not
clean � Playing rugby gets your clothes
dirty. � Someone has to wash all the dirty
plates. 2. not honest, or not done according
to the rules � verb (dirties, dirtying, dirt-
ied) to make something dirty
disabilitydisability /�dsə|blti/ (plural disabili-
ties) noun a condition in which a person is
unable to use a part of their body because
of some permanent injury or illness
disabled

� disabled /ds|eb(ə)ld/ adj not able to
use part of your body, e.g. because of long-
term illness � an association for disabled
riders � The car crash left him permanent-
ly disabled.
disadvantagedisadvantage /�dsəd |vɑ
ntd�/ noun
something which makes someone or some-
thing less likely to succeed � Her main dis-
advantage is her lack of experience. � It
was a disadvantage not to be able to get to
the airport quickly. � There are certain dis-
advantages to leaving at 5.30 in the morn-
ing. � at a disadvantage less able to do or
benefit from something than someone else
� We are at a disadvantage compared with
our competitors because we have no sales
force.
disadvantageddisadvantaged /�dsəd |vɑ
ntd�d/ adj
1. suffering a disadvantage � She was dis-
advantaged by her lack of experience. 2.
living in a poor environment, without any
facilities � state help for schools in disad-
vantaged areas
disaffecteddisaffected /�dsə |fektd/ adj discon-
tented or rebellious
disagree

� disagree /�dsə |(ri
/ (disagrees, dis-
agreeing, disagreed) verb to say that you
do not have the same opinion as someone
else [~with/~about/on/over] � We all disa-
greed with the chairperson. � They disa-
greed about what to do next.
disagreement

� disagreement /�dsə|(ri
mənt/ noun
an argument [~over/about/~be-
tween/among/~with] � They had a disagree-
ment about who should sit in the front row.
� Nothing could be decided because of the

disagreement between the chair and the
treasurer. � She was upset about the disa-
greement with her sister.
disallowdisallow /�dsə |laυ/ (disallows, disal-
lowing, disallowed) verb to reject some-
thing, not to accept something
disappear

� disappear /�dsə|pə/ (disappears,
disappearing, disappeared) verb 1. to
leave a place, often suddenly and without
people noticing or knowing where some-
one or something has gone [~from] � Half
the guests have disappeared already. � A
carton of juice has disappeared from the
fridge. � The figures suddenly disappeared
from the screen. � The two boys disap-
peared on their way home from school. 2.
to stop existing � The stain on the carpet
soon disappeared.
disappoint

� disappoint /�dsə|pɔnt/ (disap-
points, disappointing, disappointed) verb
to make someone sad, because things did
not turn out as expected
disappointed

� disappointed /�dsə|pɔntd/ adj
sad, because things have not happened as
you hoped � She is disappointed with her
exam results. � He was disappointed be-
cause his ticket didn’t win a prize. � You
should have seen the disappointed expres-
sion on his face.
disappointing

� disappointing /�dsə |pɔntŋ/ adj
making you sad because things have not
happened as you hoped
disappointment

� disappointment /�dsə |pɔntmənt/
noun 1. a feeling of sadness that you get
when things have not happened as you
hoped [~with/~at] � She tried hard not to
show her disappointment with the result. �
To his great disappointment, he didn’t win
anything on the lottery. (NOTE: no plural in
this sense) 2. something that disappoints
someone [~to] � It was a disappointment to
his parents when he failed his exam.
disapprovaldisapproval /�dsə|pru
v(ə)l/ noun the
act of disapproving
disapprovedisapprove /�dsə |pru
v/ (disapproves,
disapproving, disapproved) verb to show
that you do not think something is good �
The head teacher disapproves of members
of staff wearing jeans to school.
disarmdisarm /ds |ɑ
m/ (disarms, disarming,
disarmed) verb to remove weapons from
someone
disarmamentdisarmament /ds |ɑ
məmənt/ noun re-
ducing the number of arms held by a coun-
try
disarmingdisarming /ds |ɑ
mŋ/ adj charming, in
such a way that you cannot be annoyed
disarraydisarray /�dsə|re/ noun a lack of order
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disaster

� disaster /d |zɑ
stə/ noun a very bad
accident � The disaster was caused by fog
or was due to fog. � Ten people died in the
air disaster. � We’re insured against natu-
ral disasters such as hurricanes and earth-
quakes.
disaster areadisaster area /d |zɑ
stər �eəriə/ noun
1. a place that has recently undergone a
natural disaster 2. a very untidy or disor-
ganised place, person or situation
disastrousdisastrous /d |zɑ
strəs/ adj extremely
bad
disbanddisband /ds|b�nd/ (disbands, dis-
banding, disbanded) verb 1. to split up an
organised group and end their activities �
After the successful coup, the former army
was disbanded. � We are disbanding our
door-to-door sales team and relying on
mail order selling in future. 2. to stop
working together � The group disbanded
and its members started to go solo.
disbeliefdisbelief /�dsb|li
f/ noun extreme sur-
prise, not being able to believe something
disbelievedisbelieve /�dsb |li
v/ (disbelieves,
disbelieving, disbelieved) verb 1. to not
believe someone or something 2. to have
no religious belief
disc

� disc /dsk/ noun a round flat object �
The setting sun was a huge orange disc on
the horizon. � disk
discarddiscard /ds |kɑ
d/ (discards, discard-
ing, discarded) verb 1. to put something or
someone on one side because they are no
longer useful 2. to throw something away
discerndiscern /d|s#
n/ (discerns, discerning,
discerned) verb 1. to see something, to
make something out with difficulty � In the
fog, we could barely discern the traffic
coming in the opposite direction. � Can
you discern any improvement in her pulse
rate? 2. to understand something, to find
out about something � It’s hard to discern
what her motives might be.
discerningdiscerning /d|s#
nŋ/ adj with good
judgment
dischargedischarge1 /dstʃɑ
d�/ noun 1. a liquid
which comes out of something such as a
pipe 2. pus which comes out of a wound 3.
payment of a debt 4. the release of a pris-
oner
dischargedischarge2 /ds |tʃɑ
d�/ (discharges,
discharging, discharged) verb 1. to get rid
of waste � The factory is discharging waste
water into the river. 2. to send someone
away � The judge discharged the jury. 3. to
let a prisoner go free � The prisoners were
discharged by the judge. � He was dis-
charged after having served eleven months

in jail. 4. to dismiss somebody, to sack
somebody � He was discharged for being
late.
discipledisciple /d|sap(ə)l/ noun a follower, es-
pecially of a religious leader
disciplinariandisciplinarian /�dspl|neəriən/ noun a
person who believes in strict discipline
disciplinarydisciplinary /�ds |plnəri/ adj which
keeps someone under control or which
punishes someone
discipline

� discipline /dspln/ noun 1. the prac-
tice of keeping people under control � The
tour leaders are trying to keep discipline
among the teenagers. � We need to enforce
stricter discipline in the school. (NOTE: no
plural in this sense) 2. a subject that people
study � biology and other related disci-
plines � verb (disciplines, disciplining,
disciplined) to punish someone � As a re-
sult of the investigation, one employee was
dismissed and three were disciplined. �
She was disciplined for swearing at her su-
pervisor.
disciplineddisciplined /dsplnd/ adj trained and
well controlled
disc jockeydisc jockey /dsk �d�ɒki/ noun a person
who plays music at a disco or on radio. Ab-
breviation DJ
disclaimerdisclaimer /ds |klemə/ noun 1. a denial
of responsibility 2. a statement in which a
legal right is renounced
disclose

� disclose /ds|kləυz/ (discloses, dis-
closing, disclosed) verb to reveal a secret
[~that] � The bank has no right to disclose
details of my account to the tax office. �

She disclosed that she had been offered
money for her story.
disclosuredisclosure /ds |kləυ�ə/ noun 1. a piece
of information that had been kept secret
before 2. the action of revealing a secret
discodisco /dskəυ/ (plural discos) noun a
place or party where people dance to pop
music
discomfortdiscomfort /ds|k�mfət/ noun a lack of
comfort
disconcerteddisconcerted /�dskən|s#
td/ adj un-
easy, or confused
disconcertingdisconcerting /�dskən|s#
tŋ/ adj
worrying or surprising
disconnectdisconnect /�dskə |nekt/ (discon-
nects, disconnecting, disconnected) verb
to remove the connection to a mechanical
or electrical device
discontentdiscontent /�dskən |tent/ noun a state
of not being satisfied
discontinuediscontinue /�dskən |tnju
/ (discon-
tinues, discontinuing, discontinued) verb
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to stop stocking, selling or making a prod-
uct
discorddiscord /dskɔ
d/ noun a lack of agree-
ment
discount

� discount1 /dskaυnt/ noun an
amount by which a full price is reduced
[~on/~for] � The store gives a discount on
bulk purchases. � We give a discount on
summer holidays booked before Christ-
mas. � to sell goods at a discount or dis-
count price to sell goods below the usual
price
discountdiscount2 /ds|kaυnt/ (discounts, dis-
counting, discounted) verb 1. to reduce
the price of goods � We are discounting
many items in our January sales. 2. not to
pay any attention to something � Don’t dis-
count all his advice – he is very experi-
enced.
discouragediscourage /ds |k�rd�/ (discourages,
discouraging, discouraged) verb 1. not to
encourage � We try to discourage people
from coming in without tickets. 2. to take
away all hope � They were completely dis-
couraged by their results. � Don’t be dis-
couraged by the small number of people in
the audience. (NOTE: + discouragement n)
discourageddiscouraged /ds |k�rd�d/ adj feeling
less confident or optimistic
discouragingdiscouraging /ds |k�rd�ŋ/ adj not en-
couraging
discoursediscourse /dskɔ
s/ noun a talk, a
speech
discourteousdiscourteous /ds|k#
tiəs/ adj rude
discover

� discover /d |sk�və/ (discovers, dis-
covering, discovered) verb to find some-
thing new or to learn something for the first
time [~(that)] � New stars are still being
discovered. � The firm discovered some er-
rors in the accounts. � We discovered that
the estate agent had sold the house twice.
discovery

� discovery /d |sk�v(ə)ri/ (plural dis-
coveries) noun 1. the act of finding some-
thing new or learning something for the
first time [/~that] � her discovery that
someone had been in her house while she
was away � They congratulated him on his
discovery of a new planet. 2. a new thing
which has been found � Look at his latest
discovery – an antique oak table which he
found in a barn.
discreditdiscredit /ds|kredt/ (discredits, dis-
crediting, discredited) verb to make peo-
ple doubt or lose respect for someone or
something � When stories about his pri-
vate life appeared in the press he was total-
ly discredited as a minister. � They set out

to discredit his research. (NOTE: + discredit
n)
discreetdiscreet /d|skri
t/ adj 1. not giving
away or trying to find out private informa-
tion about other people � She never gossips
– she is very discreet. 2. not intending to at-
tract attention � I had a discreet word with
the vicar before the service.
discrepancydiscrepancy /d |skrepənsi/ (plural dis-
crepancies) noun a lack of agreement be-
tween figures or stories
discretiondiscretion /d |skreʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the
power to decide or choose what to do � at
your discretion 2. wisdom, tact or good
sense � He showed great discretion in his
handling of the family crisis. 3. the ability
to keep a secret, not to give information
about someone � You can rely on her –
she’s known for her discretion. (NOTE: no
plural)
discretionarydiscretionary /d |skreʃ(ə)n(ə)ri/ adj
which can be done if someone wants it
discriminate

� discriminate /d |skrmnet/ (dis-
criminates, discriminating, discriminat-
ed) verb 1. to be biased against someone or
something [~against] � She accused the
management of discriminating against her
because of her age. 2. to be able to see that
two things are different 
discriminatingdiscriminating /d |skrmnetŋ/ adj
able to tell the difference between two
things, able to tell the value of something
discriminationdiscrimination /d |�skrm |neʃ(ə)n/
noun 1. treating people in different ways
because of class, religion, race, language,
colour or sex [~against] � We try to avoid
discrimination against older applicants. 2.
good taste � The shop sells gifts which ap-
peal to people with discrimination. (NOTE:
[all senses] no plural)
discriminatorydiscriminatory /d|skrmnət(ə)ri/ adj
which shows unfair discrimination
discuss

� discuss /d|sk�s/ (discusses, dis-
cussing, discussed) verb to talk about a
serious matter or problem
[~how/why/whether etc] � The point of the
meeting is to discuss how to save money.
discussion

� discussion /d |sk�ʃ(ə)n/ noun an oc-
casion on which people talk about a serious
matter or problem [~about/on/~with] � The
next programme will feature a discussion
on climate change. � She had a heated dis-
cussion with the bus driver. � Most prob-
lems can be solved by discussion. � the
question under discussion the subject we
are talking about
disdaindisdain /ds|den/ noun a feeling that
someone or something is inferior � She
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showed her disdain by refusing to shake his
hand.
disease

� disease /d |zi
z/ noun a serious illness
� Hundreds of people caught the disease. �
It is a disease that can be treated with an-
tibiotics.
disembarkdisembark /�dsm |bɑ
k/ (disembarks,
disembarking, disembarked) verb to get
off a ship or a plane
disembodieddisembodied /�dsm |bɒdid/ adj with-
out physical presence
disenchanteddisenchanted /�dsn|tʃɑ
ntd/ adj not
to be as pleased as you used to be with
something [~with] � She’s very disenchant-
ed with her new job and is thinking of quit-
ting.
disentangledisentangle /�dsn|t�ŋ(əl/ (disentan-
gles, disentangling, disentangled) verb 1.
to straighten out things that are tied or
knotted together 2. to clarify something 3.
to free someone from a complicated situa-
tion
disfiguredisfigure /ds|f(ə/ (disfigures, disfig-
uring, disfigured) verb to change some-
one’s appearance so as to make it less
pleasant
disgrace

� disgrace /ds |(res/ noun 1. the loss
of someone’s respect because of errors,
scandal or corruption � The minister’s dis-
grace followed the discovery of the papers
in his office. 2. a thing which brings shame
� He’s a disgrace to the teaching profes-
sion. � It was a disgrace to see her lying on
the pavement like that. (NOTE: no plural) �
verb (disgraces, disgracing, disgraced)
to bring shame on someone � He disgraced
all his family by arriving drunk at the tea
party. � to disgrace yourself to do some-
thing which brings shame on you � He dis-
graced himself by throwing sandwiches at
the speakers.
disgracefuldisgraceful /ds |(resf(ə)l/ adj which
people should be ashamed of
disgruntleddisgruntled /ds |(r�nt(ə)ld/ adj an-
noyed or discontented
disguisedisguise /ds|(az/ noun a set of clothes
or something such as false hair or glasses
that a persons wears to make them look
like someone else � I didn’t recognise him
as he was wearing a disguise. � verb (dis-
guises, disguising, disguised) 1. to dress
someone or yourself so as to look like
someone else � He entered the country dis-
guised as a fisherman. � She wore a wig to
disguise her hair. 2. to make something
look or sound different � in disguise
dressed to look like someone else � The

tramp turned out to be a policeman in dis-
guise.
disgustdisgust /ds|(�st/ noun 1. a feeling of
dislike that is so strong that you feel angry
or slightly ill � Seeing the dead animals
filled her with disgust. 2. a strong feeling of
annoyance � To my disgust, the examiner
passed my friend and failed me. � verb
(disgusts, disgusting, disgusted) to give
someone a strong feeling of dislike or dis-
approval � The smell of cooking disgusted
her. � The greediness of these people dis-
gusts me. � in disgust showing that you
are upset and annoyed � She walked out of
the interview in disgust.
disgusteddisgusted /ds|(�std/ adj feeling
shocked
disgusting

� disgusting /ds|(�stŋ/ adj that fills
you with disgust
dish

� dish /dʃ/ noun 1. a large plate for serv-
ing food � She carefully arranged the slic-
es of meat on a dish. 2. food prepared in a
particular way � We are trying a new Mex-
ican dish. 3. a round aerial, shaped like a
plate, used to get signals from satellites

dish out phrasal verb to give something
out, especially in large quantities
(informal) � He dished out a piece of
bread and a bowl of soup to anyone who
asked for it.

dishearteneddisheartened /ds|hɑ
t(ə)nd/ adj feel-
ing discouraged
dishearteningdisheartening /ds|hɑ
t(ə)nŋ/ adj
making somebody lose hope or enthusiasm
dishevelleddishevelled /d |ʃev(ə)ld/ adj (of hair or
clothes) not arranged neatly (NOTE: The US
spelling is disheveled.)
dishonestdishonest /ds|ɒnst/ adj not honest
dishonestlydishonestly /ds |ɒnstli/ adv not hon-
estly � They were accused of dishonestly
obtaining bank loans.
dishonestydishonesty /ds|ɒnsti/ noun a lack of
honesty
dishwasher

� dishwasher /dʃwɒʃə/ noun a ma-
chine for washing dishes
disillusiondisillusion /�ds |lu
�(ə)n/ (disillu-
sions, disillusioning, disillusioned) verb
to make someone feel let down, or sad that
something has not turned out as expected
(NOTE: + disillusionment n)
disillusioneddisillusioned /�ds |lu
�(ə)nd/ adj feel-
ing that something has not turned out as ex-
pected
disinfectdisinfect /�dsn|fekt/ (disinfects, disin-
fecting, disinfected) verb to remove germs
or bacteria from something
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disinfectantdisinfectant /�dsn |fektənt/ noun a
substance used to kill germs or bacteria
disintegratedisintegrate /ds |nt(ret/ (disinte-
grates, disintegrating, disintegrated)
verb to fall to pieces
disinteresteddisinterested /ds |ntrəstd/ adj 1.
quite impartial, not in favour of one side or
the other � a totally disinterested observer
2. not interested � She seemed quite disin-
terested in what was going on. (NOTE: This
use is common, but regarded as wrong. The
correct word to use in this sense is uninter-
ested.)
disjointeddisjointed /ds |d�ɔntd/ adj with parts
that are not linked together
disk

� disk /dsk/ noun a round flat piece of
metal in a plastic case, used in computers
to record information � How much data do
these disks hold? � disc
disk drivedisk drive /dsk drav/ noun a device
which holds a disk in a computer and con-
trols the access of information
dislike

� dislike /ds |lak/ noun 1. a feeling of
not liking something or someone � She had
a great dislike of noisy parties. 2. some-
thing which you do not like � We try to take
account of the likes and dislikes of individ-
ual customers. � verb (dislikes, disliking,
disliked) not to like something or someone
� He particularly disliked the way they
spoke to her. � I dislike it when the people
behind me at the cinema start whispering.
� My father dislikes having to get up early
on Monday mornings.
dislocatedislocate /dsləket/ (dislocates, dislo-
cating, dislocated) verb 1. to displace a
bone from its normal position at a joint, or
be displaced � He fell and dislocated his
elbow. � The shoulder joint dislocates eas-
ily. 2. to disrupt something � Train services
have been dislocated by the strike. (NOTE: +
dislocation n)
dislodgedislodge /ds |lɒd�/ (dislodges, dislodg-
ing, dislodged) verb to move something
which is stuck
disloyaldisloyal /ds |lɔəl/ adj not loyal
dismaldismal /dzm(ə)l/ adj bad in a way that
make you feel unhappy
dismantledismantle /ds |m�nt(ə)l/ (dismantles,
dismantling, dismantled) verb to take
something to pieces
dismaydismay /ds |me/ noun great disappoint-
ment � To the dismay of the supporters, the
team played extremely badly. � verb (dis-
mays, dismaying, dismayed) to make
someone very upset or shocked � His reac-
tion to her letter dismayed her. � She was

dismayed to find that her passport had
been stolen.
dismemberdismember /ds|membə/ (dismem-
bers, dismembering, dismembered) verb
to cut something up into pieces
dismiss

� dismiss /ds |ms/ (dismisses, dis-
missing, dismissed) verb 1. to tell some-
one that they can leave � At the end of the
interview he dismissed her with a brief
‘good afternoon’. 2. to refuse to consider
an idea � Her plan was dismissed as being
quite impractical. � All his suggestions
were dismissed by the MD. 3. � to dismiss
an employee to remove an employee from
a job � He was dismissed for being late. �

When they found him taking money from
the petty cash he was dismissed instantly.
dismissaldismissal /ds|ms(ə)l/ noun removal
from a job
dismissivedismissive /ds |msv/ adj showing that
you do not consider something or someone
important
dismountdismount /ds|maυnt/ (dismounts, dis-
mounting, dismounted) verb to get off
something such as a horse or bicycle
disobediencedisobedience /�dsə|bi
diəns/ noun an
act of refusing to obey someone
disobedientdisobedient /�dsə |bi
diənt/ adj not
obeying
disobeydisobey /�dsə |be/ (disobeys, disobey-
ing, disobeyed) verb not to obey someone
or something � She would never disobey
her parents.
disorder

� disorder /ds|ɔ
də/ noun 1. a lack of
order � The whole office is in a state of dis-
order. 2. a disturbance in the streets � Vio-
lent public disorders broke out in the
streets. 3. an illness � a doctor who spe-
cialises in disorders of the kidneys or in
kidney disorders � She suffers from a stom-
ach disorder.
disordereddisordered /ds |ɔ
dəd/ adj 1. untidy or
confused 2. not working normally
disorderlydisorderly /ds |ɔ
dəli/ adj wild and out
of order
disorganiseddisorganised /ds |ɔ
(ənazd/, disor-
ganized adj not well organised
disorientatedisorientate /ds|ɔ
riəntet/ (disorien-
tates, disorientating, disorientated) verb
to make someone feel confused, especially
so that they do not know where they are
(NOTE: The US term is disorient.)
disowndisown /ds |əυn/ (disowns, disowning,
disowned) verb to refuse to accept that
something is yours
disparagingdisparaging /d|sp�rd�ŋ/ adj saying
that something is not very good
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disparatedisparate /dsp(ə)rət/ adj various or
different
disparitydisparity /d|sp�rti/ noun difference
(formal)
dispatchdispatch /d |sp�tʃ/, despatch noun 1.
sending � Dispatch of the goods will be de-
layed until Monday. 2. a message sent �

The reporters send regular dispatches from
the war zone. � We received a dispatch
from our Calcutta office. � verb (dispatch-
es, dispatching, dispatched) 1. to send
something � They dispatched the message
to all commanding officers. � The goods
were dispatched to you first thing this
morning. 2. to finish doing something
quickly � She set to work on the files and
dispatched most of them by lunchtime.
dispeldispel /d |spel/ (dispels, dispelling, dis-
pelled) verb to clear something away
dispensarydispensary /d|spensəri/ noun a place
where a chemist prepares medicines ac-
cording to a doctor’s prescription
dispensationdispensation /�dspen|seʃ(ə)n/ noun
permission not to follow something such as
a rule
dispensedispense /d |spens/ (dispenses, dis-
pensing, dispensed) verb to provide
something (formal) � Local magistrates
dispense justice in the villages.
dispenserdispenser /d |spensə/ noun a machine
which automatically provides something
when money is put in or a button is pushed
dispense withdispense with phrasal verb not to use
something any more � We’ve dispensed
with the services of an accountant.
dispersaldispersal /d |sp#
s(ə)l/ noun the way in
which people or things are spread over an
area
dispersedisperse /d |sp#
s/ (disperses, dispers-
ing, dispersed) verb 1. to clear something
away � The sun will soon disperse the mist.
� The police were called in to disperse the
crowds of angry fans. 2. to move quickly in
different directions � The crowd dispersed
rapidly once the parade was over.
dispiriteddispirited /d |sprtd/ adj sad or unhap-
py; feeling disappointed
displacedisplace /ds |ples/ (displaces, displac-
ing, displaced) verb to move something
from its usual place (NOTE: + displacement
n)
display

� display /d |sple/ noun a show, an ex-
hibition � a display of local crafts � They
have a fine display of Chinese porcelain. �
verb (displays, displaying, displayed) to
put something in a display � She is display-
ing her collection of Persian carpets at the
antiques fair.

displeaseddispleased /ds |pli
zd/ adj annoyed or
dissatisfied
displeasuredispleasure /ds |ple�ə/ noun a feeling
of being annoyed
disposabledisposable /d |spəυzəb(ə)l/ adj which
can be used and then thrown away � dis-
posable cups
disposable incomedisposable income /d |�spəυzəb(ə)l
nk�m/ noun an amount of income left af-
ter the tax has been taken away
disposaldisposal /d |spəυz(ə)l/ noun the act of
getting rid of something � The disposal of
refuse is a problem for large cities. � at
someone’s disposal available for some-
one to make use of if they want to � My car
is at your disposal all week. � I am at your
disposal – what would you like me to do?
disposedispose /d|spəυz/ (disposing, dis-
posed) verb � to dispose of something to
get rid of something � How are we going to
dispose of all this waste paper? � His ob-
jections are easily disposed of.
dispositiondisposition /�dspə |zʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
someone’s character � He has a pleasant
easy-going disposition. 2. a tendency � She
has a disposition to argue with her hus-
band.
disproportionatedisproportionate /�dsprə|pɔ
ʃ(ə)nət/
adj not of a suitable size or amount for a
particular purpose
disprovedisprove /ds |pru
v/ (disproves, dis-
proving, disproved) verb to prove some-
thing is wrong
dispute

� dispute /d |spju
t, dspju
t/ noun an
argument [~about/over//~between] � He
tried to mediate in the dispute between the
two families. � There was some dispute
over who would pay the bill. � verb (dis-
putes, disputing, disputed) to say that you
strongly believe that something is not true
or correct � I dispute her version of what
happened. � There is no disputing the fact
that Sarah is the best player.
disqualificationdisqualification /ds |�kwɒlf |

keʃ(ə)n/ noun an action by which some-
one is disqualified
disqualifydisqualify /ds |kwɒlfa/ (disqualifies,
disqualifying, disqualified) verb to make
someone not able to do something
disquietdisquiet /ds |kwaət/ noun worry
disregarddisregard /�dsr |(ɑ
d/ noun not feeling
that something is important [~for] � He
showed a complete disregard for public
safety. � verb (disregards, disregarding,
disregarded) to take no notice of � He dis-
regarded the warning signs and went on
along the road.
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disreputabledisreputable /ds|repjυtəb(ə)l/ adj
with a bad reputation, especially for crimi-
nal activity
disreputedisrepute /�dsr |pju
t/ noun a bad rep-
utation � to bring something or someone
into disrepute to give something or some-
one a bad reputation � He was accused of
bringing the club into disrepute by his ex-
traordinary behaviour.
disrespectdisrespect /�dsr|spekt/ noun a lack of
respect towards someone
disruptdisrupt /ds |r�pt/ (disrupts, disrupting,
disrupted) verb 1. to stop a service running
normally � The snowstorm has disrupted
bus services throughout the country. 2. to
break up or to interrupt a meeting � We are
not used to having our meetings disrupted
by protesters. (NOTE: + disruption n)
disruptivedisruptive /ds |r�ptv/ adj which dis-
rupts
dissatisfactiondissatisfaction /ds |�s�ts|f�kʃən/
noun a lack of satisfaction
dissatisfieddissatisfied /ds|s�tsfad/ adj not sat-
isfied � We were dissatisfied with the serv-
ice we got from our bank.
dissectdissect /da|sekt/ (dissects, dissecting,
dissected) verb to cut up a body to exam-
ine it (NOTE: + dissection n)
disseminatedisseminate /d |semnet/ (dissemi-
nates, disseminating, disseminated) verb
to spread something around (NOTE: + dis-
semination n)
dissentdissent /d |sent/ noun lack of agreement
� The chairman wished to avoid dissent. �
They received many letters of dissent.
(NOTE: Do not confuse with descent.)
dissentingdissenting /d |sentŋ/ adj disagreeing
with the beliefs or opinions of a majority
dissertationdissertation /�dsə|teʃ(ə)n/ noun a
long essay written as part of a university
course
disservicedisservice /ds |s#
vs/ noun an action
which damages or harms
dissidentdissident /dsdənt/ noun a person who
is not in agreement with the state � Several
dissidents tried to set up an underground
newspaper. � It was a time when dissidents
were being arrested and thrown in jail.
dissimilardissimilar /d|smlə/ adj not the same
dissipatedissipate /dspet/ (dissipates, dissi-
pating, dissipated) verb 1. to clear some-
thing away � The hot sun soon dissipated
the morning mist. � His statement did a lot
to dissipate the feeling of annoyance
among the members. 2. to waste something
such as money, time or skill � After win-

ning the lottery he dissipated the lot on
drink and expensive cars.
dissociatedissociate /d |səυsiet/ (dissociates,
dissociating, dissociated) verb to disso-
ciate yourself from to say that you want
nothing to do with � I wish to dissociate
myself from the opinions expressed by my
colleague.
dissolutiondissolution /�dsə |lu
ʃ(ə)n/ noun the
ending of a formal relationship, such as a
marriage
dissolvedissolve /d |zɒlv/ (dissolves, dissolv-
ing, dissolved) verb to make a solid sub-
stance become part of a liquid
dissuadedissuade /d|swed/ (dissuades, dis-
suading, dissuaded) verb � to dissuade
someone from something to persuade
someone not to do something � We tried to
dissuade her from entering the beauty
competition.
distance

� distance /dstəns/ noun 1. the space
from one point to another [~from/~to] � a
distance of 800 km � What is the distance
from London to Geneva? � The hotel is
only a short distance away. � within walk-
ing distance near enough to walk to � The
hotel is within walking distance of the town
centre. 2. � from a distance seen from
some way away � From a distance, the
mountain looks like a sleeping animal. � in
the distance a long way away � I caught
sight of the mountain in the distance. � We
could hear guns firing in the distance. �
verb (distances, distancing, distanced) �
to distance yourself from someone or
something to show that you do not agree
with someone or something
distance learningdistance learning /dstəns �l#
nŋ/
noun studying in your own time away from
the place where the course is organised, us-
ing radio or TV
distant

� distant /dstənt/ adj 1. far away � We
could hear the sound of distant gunfire. 2.
not close in family relationship � a distant
relative/cousin 3. not very friendly � The
manager was quite helpful but distant.
distastedistaste /ds|test/ noun dislike
distastefuldistasteful /ds |testf(ə)l/ adj unpleas-
ant
distildistil /d|stl/ (distils, distilling, distilled)
verb to make pure water or alcohol by heat-
ing it, and collecting the steam (NOTE: The
US spelling is distill.)
distillerydistillery /d |stləri/ (plural distilleries)
noun a factory for distilling alcohol
distinct

� distinct /d |stŋkt/ adj 1. separate �
There are two distinct varieties of this
plant. � They keep their printing works
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quite distinct from their publishing compa-
ny. 2. that you can clearly see, hear or feel
� I got the distinct impression that he was
carrying a gun. � Did you notice the dis-
tinct tone of anger in his voice?
distinction

� distinction /d |stŋkʃən/ noun 1. a
difference [~between] � There is a distinc-
tion between being interested in politics
and joining a political party. 2. the highest
mark available in an examination � She got
a distinction in her exam. 3. special excel-
lence � He served in the war with distinc-
tion. � She had the distinction of being the
first woman pilot.
distinctive

� distinctive /d |stŋktv/ adj very no-
ticeable, which makes one thing different
from others
distinctly

� distinctly /d |stŋktli/ adv clearly
distinguish

� distinguish /d |stŋ(wʃ/ (distin-
guishes, distinguishing, distinguished)
verb 1. to see or hear clearly, or to see de-
tails � We could easily distinguish houses
on the other side of the lake. � I could dis-
tinguish at least two birds calling to each
other. 2. � to distinguish between two
things to recognise the difference between
two things � Children must be taught to
distinguish between right and wrong. � It’s
difficult to distinguish by sight between salt
and caster sugar. � to distinguish one
thing from another to notice that two
things are not the same � I find it difficult
to distinguish the blue from the green in the
design. 3. � to distinguish yourself to do
something which makes people notice you
� He distinguished himself on the football
field. � She distinguished herself by falling
into the river.
distinguishable

distinguishable /d |stŋ(wʃəb(ə)l/
adj which can be distinguished
distinguished

� distinguished /d|stŋ(wʃt/ adj im-
portant and well known
distort

distort /d |stɔ
t/ (distorts, distorting,
distorted) verb 1. to twist something � His
face was distorted with pain. 2. to give a
false impression of something � He dis-
torted the meaning of my speech.
distract

distract /d |str�kt/ (distracts, distract-
ing, distracted) verb to worry or disturb
someone when they should be doing some-
thing else [~from] � The noise of the planes
is bound to distract the students from their
work. � He had been distracted by his
mother’s illness, and had forgotten the
meeting. � to distract someone’s atten-
tion to make someone look at or consider
something different � The news of her ac-

cident distracted their attention from their
holiday preparations.
distracteddistracted /d|str�ktd/ adj feeling ex-
tremely worried and unable to think clearly
distraction

� distraction /d |str�kʃən/ noun 1. an
entertainment � We went to London to look
for some distraction. 2. a thing which stops
you from concentrating � How can I do my
work properly with all the distractions of
the family?
distraughtdistraught /d |strɔ
t/ adj feeling ex-
tremely worried and unable to think clearly
distressdistress /d |stres/ noun a sad or painful
feeling which is very strong � I don’t want
to cause the family any distress. � The
whole family was in distress at grandmoth-
er’s death. � verb (distresses, distressing,
distressed) to make someone very sad and
worried � The news of her grandmother’s
death distressed her very much.
distressingdistressing /d|stresŋ/ adj very sad and
worrying
distribute

� distribute /d|strbju
t/ (distributes,
distributing, distributed) verb to share
something between people � She distribut-
ed part of her money to the poor. � The
flight attendants came round, distributing
immigration forms to non-EU passengers.
� I’ll distribute the list to all the committee
members.
distribution

� distribution /�dstr |bju
ʃ(ə)n/ noun
1. giving to several people � The staff will
organise the distribution of the timetable to
the students. 2. the act or process of send-
ing out goods from a warehouse to shops
distributor

� distributor /d |strbjυtə/, distributer
noun a company which sells goods for an-
other company which makes them � Who
is the local distributor for this make of
lawn mower?
district

� district /dstrkt/ noun an area or re-
gion � It’s a district of the town well known
for its Italian restaurants.
district attorneydistrict attorney /�dstrkt ə |t#
ni/
noun US a lawyer representing the govern-
ment in a certain area. Abbreviation DA
district councildistrict council /�dstrkt kaυnsəl/
noun a local council
distrustdistrust /ds |tr�st/ noun a lack of trust
(NOTE: + distrust v)
disturbdisturb /d|st#
b/ (disturbs, disturbing,
disturbed) verb 1. to interrupt what some-
one is doing � Sorry to disturb you but
there’s a phone call. � Don’t disturb your
mother – she’s resting. 2. to make someone
feel worried � It disturbed me to see that
the wheel was wobbling. 3. to change the
order or arrangement of something � The
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police told us that nothing must be dis-
turbed in the bedroom. � ‘do not disturb’ a
notice placed on a hotel room door, to ask
the hotel staff not to come into the room
disturbance

� disturbance /d |st#
bəns/ noun an
occasion on which someone is disturbed �
I need to work somewhere where there
won’t be any disturbance.
disturbeddisturbed /d |st#
bd/ adj 1. worried �
We are disturbed to hear that the company
may be forced to close. 2. mentally ill � In
her disturbed state of mind, she may do an-
ything. � Some of the patients are mentally
disturbed. � Highly disturbed children are
taught in this special school.
disturbing

� disturbing /d |st#
bŋ/ adj worrying
disuseddisused /ds |ju
zd/ adj not used
ditchditch /dtʃ/ noun a long narrow hole cut
into the ground for taking away water � Af-
ter the storm, the ditches were full of rain-
water. � He fell into the ditch beside the
road.
ditherdither /dðə/ (dithers, dithering, dith-
ered) verb not to be able to make up your
mind � Stop dithering and tell me what you
want to do.
divadiva /di
və/ noun 1. an extremely famous
woman opera star 2. a famous woman sing-
er who is thought to behave badly and de-
mand too much attention (disapproving)
divandivan /d |v�n/ noun a low long chair or a
bed with a solid base and no back
divedive /dav/ (dives, diving, dived) verb to
jump into water head first [~into/in] � He
dived in the pool and swam across under
water.
diver

� diver /davə/ noun 1. a person who
dives � the Australian Olympic diver 2. a
person who swims under water, especially
as a job � Police divers searched the canal.
divergediverge /da |v#
d�/ (diverges, diverg-
ing, diverged) verb 1. to go in different di-
rections � The road and the river diverge at
the end of the valley. � They had shared a
flat for some time, then their careers di-
verged and they saw much less of each oth-
er. 2. to be different from [~ from] � This di-
verges from the plan I was given originally.
divergencedivergence /da |v#
d�əns/ noun differ-
ence
diversediverse /da|v#
s/ adj including many
different types or things
diversifydiversify /da |v#
sfa/ (diversifies, di-
versifying, diversified) verb to do other
types of work; to add new types of business
to your existing one (NOTE: + diversifica-
tion n)

diversiondiversion /da |v#
ʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a tem-
porary road system that sends traffic anoth-
er way � All traffic has to take a diversion
and rejoin the motorway 10 km further on.
2. an entertainment or an activity that peo-
ple do for enjoyment � Fishing is one of the
most popular diversions for people at
weekends. � It’s a quiet country town with
very few diversions for teenagers.
diversitydiversity /da |v#
sti/ noun great variety
divert

� divert /da |v#
t/ (diverts, diverting,
diverted) verb 1. to send something to an-
other place or in another direction � Be-
cause of fog in London, flights have been
diverted to Manchester. � Traffic has been
diverted to avoid the town centre. 2. to en-
tertain someone � A game of snakes and
ladders diverted the children for a little
while. 3. � to divert someone’s attention
to make someone look away or consider
something else � His wife’s illness diverted
his attention from his business plans for a
while.
divide

� divide /d |vad/ (divides, dividing, di-
vided) verb 1. to cut something into parts
[~between/among/~into/in] � The cake was
divided among the children. � The two
companies agreed to divide the market be-
tween them. � Can you divide the cake into
seven pieces? 2. to calculate how many
times one number fits in another [~by] �

Ten divided by two gives five. (NOTE: Divid-
ing is usually shown by the sign ÷ : 10 ÷ 2 =
5: say ‘ten divided by two equals five’.)
dividend

� dividend /dvdend/ noun a part of a
company’s profits shared out among peo-
ple who own shares in it
dividing linedividing line /d |vadŋ lan/ noun
something acting as a boundary
divinedivine /d |van/ adj referring to God � He
prayed for divine help.
divingdiving /davŋ/ noun 1. the sport of
jumping into water head first from a diving
board, with points from 0 – 10 being
awarded by a panel of judges � He won a
gold medal for diving. 2. swimming under-
water with special equipment � We went
diving in the Red Sea.
division

� division /d|v�(ə)n/ noun 1. an im-
portant part of a large organisation � The
sales division employs twenty people. �
She is the head of the production division.
2. a calculation, where one figure is divid-
ed by another � My little sister is just learn-
ing how to do division.
divisivedivisive /d |vasv/ adj which produces
disagreements
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divorcedivorce /d|vɔ
s/ noun a legal separation
of a husband and wife where each is free to
marry again � Her parents are getting a di-
vorce. � Since their divorce, they have both
married again. � verb (divorces, divorc-
ing, divorced) 1. to break off a marriage le-
gally � They divorced last year. 2. to sepa-
rate from your husband or wife � She di-
vorced her husband and married the man
next door.
divorced

� divorced /d |vɔ
st/ adj no longer mar-
ried � They’re both divorced, with children
from their previous marriages.
divorceedivorcee /dvɔ
 |si
/ noun a divorced per-
son, especially a woman who is divorced
divulgedivulge /da |v�ld�/ (divulges, divulg-
ing, divulged) verb to give away a secret
DIY

� DIY abbr do it yourself
dizzy

� dizzy /dzi/ adj having a feeling that
you might fall down, and that everything
seems to turn round � Can we stop the car,
please, I feel dizzy. � After standing in the
sun, he became dizzy and had to lie down.
� She has started having dizzy spells.
DJDJ abbr 1. dinner jacket 2. disc jockey
DNADNA /�di
 en e/ noun the basic genetic
material in a cell. Full form deoxyribonu-
cleic acid
do

� do /du
/ (does, doing, did, done) verb
1. used with other verbs to make questions
� Does this train go to London? � Did the
doctor give you any medicine for your
cough? � Where do they live? � What did
you find there? 2. used with other verbs and
‘not’ to make the negative � They didn’t
laugh at the film. � It doesn’t matter any
more. � His parents don’t live in London. 3.
used to make a verb stronger � Can I sit
down? – Please do! � Why don’t you work
harder? – I do work hard! � Why didn’t you
tell me? – I did tell you! 4. used in place of
another verb in short answers to questions
using the word ‘do’ � Do you live in Lon-
don? – Yes I do. � But your parents don’t
live there, do they? – No they don’t. � Does
the green colour show? – Yes it does. � Did
you go to the concert after all? – Yes I did.
5. used in place of another verb at the end
of a question or statement � The Russians
live here, don’t they? � It looks very nice,
doesn’t it? � It doesn’t rain a lot in Spain,
does it? � Can you run as fast as he does?
� He speaks German better than I do. �

She asked me to close the door but I’d al-
ready done so. � They got to the pub before
we did. 6. telling someone not to do some-
thing � Don’t throw away that letter! �
Don’t put your coffee cups on the compu-

ter! 7. with nouns ending in -ing � She’s
doing the shopping. � He always does the
washing-up. � She was doing the ironing.
8. to work at something, to arrange some-
thing or to clean something � She’s doing
her hair. � Have you done the dishes yet? �
I can’t do today’s crossword. � What have
you been doing all day? � They’re a diffi-
cult company to do business with. 9. to suc-
ceed, to continue � She’s doing very well in
her new job. � He did badly in the inter-
view. � How’s your business doing? 10. to
finish cooking something � The carrots
aren’t done yet. 11. to be satisfactory � Will
this size do? 12. used when greeting some-
one � How do you do? � that will do that’s
enough � to make do with to accept some-
thing which is not as good as you wanted �
The ordinary plates are all dirty, so we will
have to make do with paper ones.

do away with� phrasal verb to get rid of
something
do in phrasal verb 1. to kill someone �
What happened to the gang boss? – He
was done in and dumped in the river. 2.
to hurt something (informal) � I did my
back in by digging the garden.
do up� phrasal verb 1. to attach some-
thing � He’s still a baby and he can’t do
his buttons up properly. � Can you do up
the zip at the back of my dress? 2. to re-
pair something and make it like new �

They bought an old cottage and did it up.
� He’s looking for an old sports car to do
up.
do with phrasal verb 1. to be related or
connected to � It has nothing to do with
us. � It is something to do with my new
book. 2. to put something somewhere �

What have you done with the newspaper?
3. to need something � After that long
walk I could do with a cup of tea. � The
car could do with a wash.
do without� phrasal verb not to have
something, to manage without something

doc

doc abbr document
docile

docile /dəυsal/ adj quiet and well be-
haved
dock

dock /dɒk/ noun 1. � the docks a harbour
where ships are loaded and unloaded �
Cars should arrive at the docks 45 minutes
before sailing time. � We used to go down
to the docks to watch the ships come in. 2.
a place in a law court where the prisoner
sits � She was in the dock, facing charges
of theft. � verb (docks, docking, docked)
(of a ship) to arrive in a port � The ship
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docked at 17.00. � The cruise liner will
dock in Bermuda.
dockerdocker /dɒkə/ noun a man who works in
a port, loading and unloading ships
docking stationdocking station /dɒkŋ �steʃ(ə)n/
noun a piece of hardware for recharging a
portable computer
dockyarddockyard /dɒkjɑ
d/ noun a place where
ships are built or repaired
doctor

� doctor /dɒktə/ noun a person whose
job is to look after people who are ill � I
have a ten o’clock appointment to see the
doctor. � If you have pains in your chest,
you ought to see a doctor. � He went to the
doctor’s last Friday.
doctoratedoctorate /dɒkt(ə)rət/ noun the highest
degree from a university
doctrine

� doctrine /dɒktrn/ noun a statement
of what a group of people believe
documentdocument1 /dɒkjυmənt/ noun 1. a
piece of paper with something official or
important printed on it � File all the docu-
ments away carefully as we may need them
again. � Please read this document care-
fully and sign at the bottom of page two. 2.
a separate file in a computer � The letter
was saved as a Word document.
documentdocument2 /dɒkjυ |�ment/ (docu-
ments, documenting, documented) verb
to note something in official writing � Cas-
es of this disease are well documented in
Africa.
documentarydocumentary /�dɒkjυ|ment(ə)ri/ noun
(plural documentaries) a film which shows
facts about a real subject [~about/on] � Did
you see the documentary about hippos last
night? � adj referring to documents
documentation

� documentation /�dɒkjυmen |

teʃ(ə)n/ noun all the papers referring to
something
doddledoddle /dɒd(ə)l/ noun something that is
easy to do (informal )
dodgedodge /dɒd�/ noun a clever trick � He
told me a dodge to avoid paying on the Un-
derground. � verb (dodges, dodging,
dodged) 1. to avoid something, to get out
of the way � He ran across the street,
dodging the traffic. � She dodged behind a
parked car hoping he wouldn’t see her. 2.
to avoid doing something you should do, in
a dishonest way � to dodge payment of
your TV licence fee
dodgydodgy /dɒd�i/ adj 1. not safe, involving
risk � The back wheel on your bike looks a
bit dodgy to me. � I wouldn’t go hitch-hik-
ing in Russia – it sounds very dodgy. 2.
probably dishonest, or dishonestly ob-

tained � He’s a bit of a dodgy customer. �

She paid with a dodgy ten-pound note.
doedoe /dəυ/ noun a female animal, such as
deer or rabbit (NOTE: Do not confuse with
dough. Male rabbits are called bucks, male
deer are stags.)
doesdoes /d�z/ 3rd person singular present of
do
doesn’tdoesn’t /d�z(ə)nt/ � do
dog

� dog /dɒ(/ noun an animal kept as a pet,
or used for hunting � Can you take the dog
out for a walk? � Police with dogs were
hunting the gang of escaped prisoners.
dog-eareddog-eared /dɒ( əd/ adj (of a page or
book) well used or torn
doggeddogged /dɒ(d/ adj not giving in easily,
continuing to do something, even though
people want you to stop
dogmadogma /dɒ(mə/ noun an official belief
dogmaticdogmatic /dɒ( |m�tk/ adj stating firm-
ly that what you say is right
do-gooderdo-gooder /du
 (υdə/ noun a person
who tries to do good and help others, but in
a way that sometimes annoys people
(informal)
dogsbodydogsbody /dɒ(zbɒdi/ noun someone
who is employed by other people to do bor-
ing and unpleasant jobs for them
doingdoing /du
ŋ/ present participle of do
doll

� doll /dɒl/ noun a child’s toy which
looks like a baby
dollar

� dollar /dɒlə/ noun 1. the money sys-
tem used in the United States � a 5-dollar
bill � The country spends millions of dol-
lars on defence. � There are two dollars to
the pound. 2. a similar money system used
in many other countries � What is the price
in Australian dollars? (NOTE: usually writ-
ten $ before figures: $250. The currencies
used in different countries can be shown by
the initial letter of the country: Can$ (Cana-
dian dollar), Aus$ (Australian dollar).)
dollopdollop /dɒləp/ noun a large lump of
something soft (informal)
dolphindolphin /dɒlfn/ noun a large animal
with a long nose, that lives in the sea (NOTE:
A group of them is a school of dolphins.)
domain

� domain /dəυ |men/ noun 1. an area of
responsibility � I don’t do the cooking –
that’s my husband’s domain. 2. an area, a
group of nodes in a network
domain namedomain name /dəυ|men nem/ noun
the name of a service provider on the Inter-
net
domedome /dəυm/ noun a round roof shaped
like half of a ball
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domestic

� domestic /də|mestk/ adj 1. relating
to the home � She hated having to do all
the domestic work. 2. inside a country �

Sales in the domestic market have risen. �
noun a servant in a house (old) � When the
fire broke out all the domestics ran into the
house to rescue the furniture.
domesticateddomesticated /də |mestketd/ adj 1.
(of animals) kept or used for human re-
quirements 2. (of a person) skilled in doing
the work needed to keep a home clean
domesticitydomesticity /�dəυme |ststi/ noun life
at home
dominance

� dominance /dɒmnəns/ noun being
dominant
dominant

� dominant /dɒmnənt/ adj 1. most
important � The dominant colour in the
room is dark red. � Safety will be the dom-
inant theme of the discussion. 2. very pow-
erful [~in] � a dominant personality � the
dominant force in the country’s govern-
ment
dominate

� dominate /dɒmnet/ (dominates,
dominating, dominated) verb 1. to rule
somebody or something � He is dominated
by his wife. � The Union party dominates
the country’s political system. 2. to be very
important � The conversation was domi-
nated by the subject of the president’s wife.
3. to be very clearly seen � The volcano
dominates the town.
dominationdomination /�dɒm|neʃ(ə)n/ noun con-
trol, power, or authority over others or an-
other
domineeringdomineering /�dɒm|nərŋ/ adj forcing
your ideas on someone
dominiondominion /də |mnjən/ noun the power
of control � to exercise dominion over a
country
dominodomino /dɒmnəυ/ (plural dominoes)
noun one of a set of small flat blocks used
to play a game, each block being divided
into two sections, with up to six dots in
each section
dondon /dɒn/ noun a university teacher, espe-
cially at Oxford or Cambridge � His father
was an Oxford don. � verb (dons, donning,
donned) to put on a piece of clothing � In-
structions for donning the life jacket are in
the pocket in front of your seat. � Visitors
to the factory have to don protective cloth-
ing.
donatedonate /dəυ |net/ (donates, donating,
donated) verb to give something, especial-
ly money, to a charity or similar organisa-
tion � He donated a lot of money to a char-
ity for the homeless.

donationdonation /dəυ |neʃ(ə)n/ noun a present,
especially of money
done

� done /d�n/ past participle of do
donkey

� donkey /dɒŋki/ noun a farm animal
with long ears, used for riding or pulling
carts
donordonor /dəυnə/ noun a person who gives
something 
don’t

� don’t /dəυnt/ � do
doodledoodle /du
d(ə)l/ (doodles, doodling,
doodled) verb to draw shapes on paper,
usually because you are bored or thinking
of something else � She sat at the back of
the meeting, doodling on the agenda.
(NOTE: + doodle n)
doomdoom /du
m/ noun an unhappy fate that
cannot be avoided
doomeddoomed /du
md/ adj condemned to end
in ruin
door

� door /dɔ
/ noun 1. a solid piece of
wood, plastic or metal which closes an en-
trance � He went into his office and locked
the door behind him. � She opened the car
door and hit a passing cyclist. 2. used to
show where a building is in a street � They
live a few doors away from us.
doorbelldoorbell /dɔ
bel/ noun a bell by a door
which you ring to get someone inside to
open the door
doorknobdoorknob /dɔ
nɒb/ noun a round han-
dle for opening and shutting a door
doormandoorman /dɔ
mən/ (plural doormen)
noun a man who stands at the door of a
building such as a restaurant or hotel
doormatdoormat /dɔ
m�t/ noun a small rough
carpet placed in front of or behind a door,
on which you wipe your shoes if they are
dirty or wet
doorstepdoorstep /dɔ
step/ noun a block of a
hard substance such as stone or wood at the
bottom of a door on the outside of a house
door-to-doordoor-to-door /�dɔ
 tə dɔ
/ adj going
from one house to the next, asking people
to buy something, to vote for someone, or
asking them questions
doorwaydoorway /dɔ
we/ noun a space where
there is a door
dopedope /dəυp/ noun 1. illegal drugs 2. a stu-
pid fool (informal) � He’s a dope, he should
have asked for twice as much!
dorkdork /dɔ
k/ noun someone who other peo-
ple think is not intelligent or does not dress
in fashionable clothes (informal )
dormantdormant /dɔ
mənt/ adj not active � The
volcano has been dormant for many years,
but has suddenly started to send out clouds
of smoke.
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dormitorydormitory /dɔ
mtri/ (plural dormito-
ries) noun a long room full of beds
dosagedosage /dəυsd�/ noun the amount of a
drug calculated by a doctor to be necessary
for a patient
dosedose /dəυs/ noun 1. a quantity of medi-
cine � Normal daily dose: three tablets. �

Do not exceed the prescribed dose. 2. an at-
tack of a disease [~of] � I’ve had a dose of
bronchitis.
doshdosh /dɒʃ/ noun money (informal)
dossdoss /dɒs/ (dosses, dossing, dossed),
doss down verb to sleep on something
such as a chair or on the floor, because
there is no bed available

doss down phrasal verb to sleep some-
where where there is no bed available,
e.g. on the floor

dossierdossier /dɒsie/ noun a file of docu-
ments 
dot

� dot /dɒt/ noun 1. a small round spot �
A blue tie with white dots. 2. a printing sign
(.) used in email addresses � My email ad-
dress is jane@supertek.com (say ‘Jane at
Supertek dot com’). � verb (dots, dotting,
dotted) 1. to mark with a spot 2. to be or be
put in many different parts � Vases of flow-
ers dotted the room. � The wall was dotted
with notices.
dot.comdot.com /�dɒt |kɒm/ noun a company
that does business on the Internet or that
provides Internet services
dotingdoting /dəυtŋ/ adj very fond of some-
one
dotted linedotted line /�dɒtd lan/ noun a line
made of a series of dots
dottydotty /dɒti/ (dottier, dottiest) adj slightly
crazy (informal)
double

� double /d�b(ə)l/ adj 1. containing two
of something � The word ‘immeasurable’
is spelt with a double ‘m’. � The invoice
number is six double five double one. 2.
with two parts, for two people � double
doors � a double bed 3. twice the size of
that which is considered normal � She
asked for a double portion of ice cream. �
plural noun doubles a tennis game for two
people on either side � verb (doubles, dou-
bling, doubled) to multiply something by
two � Think of a number and then double
it.

double up phrasal verb 1. to bend be-
cause of pain � She doubled up in pain
when he hit her in the stomach. 2. to per-
form two jobs � The waiter is doubling
up as chef because the chef is on holiday.

double-barrelleddouble-barrelled /�d�b(ə)l b�rəld/
adj 1. used to describe a gun which has two

barrels 2. formed from two names, usually
with a hyphen between them
doublebassdoublebass /�d�b(ə)l |bes/ noun a mu-
sical instrument like a very large violin
double beddouble bed /�d�b(ə)l bed/ noun a bed
for two people
double-breasteddouble-breasted /�d�b(ə)l brestd/
adj describes a coat or jacket which has two
rows of buttons down the front
double-checkdouble-check /�d�b(ə)l tʃek/ verb to
check something carefully, twice
double-clickdouble-click /�d�b(ə)l klk/ verb to
press a mouse button twice quickly, e.g. to
give an instruction to a computer
double-crossdouble-cross /�d�b(ə)l krɒs/ verb to
trick someone so that they think you are
working with them when in fact you are
working against them
double-deckerdouble-decker /�d�b(ə)l dekə/ noun a
bus with two levels of seats � Double-deck-
er buses are common in London.
double figuresdouble figures /�d�b(ə)l f(əz/ plural
noun the numbers with two figures, from
10 to 99
double-glazingdouble-glazing /�d�b(ə)l (lezŋ/
noun windows made of two pieces of glass,
used to keep out noise or to keep heat in-
side
double lifedouble life /�d�b(ə)l laf/ noun a situa-
tion in which someone has a separate way
of life for some of the time, which they
keep secret from other people
double-sideddouble-sided /�d�b(ə)l sadd/ adj
having two sides, both of which can be
used
double takedouble take /�d�b(ə)l tek/ noun a re-
action of surprise, after a slight pause
doublydoubly /d�bli/ adv twice
doubt

� doubt /daυt/ noun 1. not being sure �

Everyone sometimes has doubts about
what they really want to do. � to have
doubts about something to say that you
are doubtful about something � I have my
doubts about the accuracy of the figures. �
to cast doubt on something to make peo-
ple feel less sure about something � He
cast doubt on the whole proposal. � to give
someone the benefit of the doubt to allow
someone to continue doing something, be-
cause you are not sure that accusations
made against him are correct � The referee
gave him the benefit of the doubt. 2. �
there’s no doubt about it is a certain fact
� There’s no doubt about her commitment
to the project. � There’s no doubt that he is
guilty. � verb (doubts, doubting, doubted)
not to be sure of something
[~(that)/~whether/if] � Did you ever doubt
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that we would win? � I doubt whether he
will want to go to the funeral. � no doubt
certainly � No doubt they will be asking for
more money soon. � in doubt not yet
known or definite, or not yet sure � The re-
sult of the game was in doubt until the last
minute. � I’m in doubt about whether I
should take the job or not.
doubtful

� doubtful /daυtf(ə)l/ adj not sure that
something is right or good, or not likely �

I am doubtful about whether we should go.
� It is doubtful whether the race will take
place because of the snow.
doubtlessdoubtless /daυtləs/ adv certainly
doughdough /dəυ/ noun 1. a mixture of water
and flour for making a food such as bread,
before it is cooked � The chef was knead-
ing the dough for the pizza. 2. money
(informal) � Hurry up, give me the dough!
(NOTE: Do not confuse with doe.)
doughnutdoughnut /dəυn�t/ noun a small round
or ring-shaped cake cooked by frying in oil
dourdour /dυə/ adj not attractive or welcoming
in appearance or behaviour
dousedouse /daυs/ (douses, dousing,
doused) verb to throw water on something
dovedove1 /d�v/ noun 1. a white domesticated
pigeon � To celebrate the peace treaty they
released hundreds of doves. 2. a person
who prefers diplomacy and tries to achieve
peace � Curiously, it’s the military com-
manders who are the doves while the pres-
ident and his advisers are the hawks.
dovedove2 /dəυv/ US past tense of dive
dowdydowdy /daυdi/ (dowdier, dowdiest) adj
old-fashioned and badly dressed
down

� down /daυn/ prep 1. towards the bot-
tom of � He fell down the stairs and broke
his leg. � The ball ran down the hill. 2.
away from where the person speaking is
standing � He went down the road to the
shop. � The police station is just down the
street. � adv 1. towards the bottom, towards
a lower position � Put the box down in the
corner. � I looked in the cellar, but there’s
no one down there. 2. in writing � Did you
note down the number of the car? � The
policeman took down her address. 3. used
for showing criticism � Down with the gov-
ernment! � Down with exams! (NOTE: down
is often used with verbs, e.g. to go down, to
fall down, to sit down, to lie down.)
down-and-outdown-and-out /�daυn ən aυt/ noun a
person with no money who lives on the
streets (informal)
downcastdowncast /daυnkɑ
st/ adj gloomy, de-
pressed

downerdowner /daυnə/ noun 1. someone or
something that makes you feel depressed
2. a drug which makes you feel calm
downfalldownfall /daυnfɔ
l/ noun a situation in
which someone or something fails or is de-
stroyed
downgradedowngrade /daυn(red/ (downgrades,
downgrading, downgraded) verb to re-
duce the importance of a person or of a job
downhearteddownhearted /�daυn |hɑ
td/ adj feel-
ing unhappy
downhilldownhill /daυn|hl/ adv towards the bot-
tom of a hill � The road goes downhill for
a while and then crosses the river.
Downing StreetDowning Street /daυnŋ stri
t/ noun
1. a street in London with the houses of the
British Prime Minister (No. 10) and the
Chancellor of the Exchequer (No. 11) �
They took the petition to Downing Street. 2.
the office of the Prime Minister � Downing
Street denied the report.
downloaddownload /daυn|ləυd/ verb (down-
loads, downloading, downloaded) to load
data or a program into a computer � noun a
computer file that can be downloaded
down-marketdown-market /daυn �mɑ
kt/ adj
cheaper, appealing to a less wealthy sec-
tion of the population
down paymentdown payment /�daυn pemənt/ noun
a part of a total payment made in advance
downplaydownplay /�daυn |ple/ (downplays,
downplaying, downplayed) verb to make
something seem less important (NOTE: can
also be to play down)
downpourdownpour /daυnpɔ
/ noun a heavy fall
of rain
downrightdownright /daυnrat/ adj complete or
clear � That’s a downright lie. � The news-
paper story was a downright fabrication. �
adv completely or extremely � The wait-
ress wasn’t just unpleasant, she was down-
right rude.
downsidedownside /daυnsad/ noun the disad-
vantages of a situation
downsizedownsize /daυnsaz/ (downsizes,
downsizing, downsized) verb to make a
business smaller by cutting the number of
jobs
Down’s syndromeDown’s syndrome /daυnz
�sndrəυm/ noun a condition caused by the
existence of an extra chromosome that af-
fects a person’s physical and mental devel-
opment
downstairs

� downstairs /daυn |steəz/ adv on or to
the lower part of a building � He heard a
noise in the kitchen and went downstairs to
see what it was. � I left my cup of coffee
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downstairs. � adj on the ground floor of a
building � The house has a downstairs
bedroom. � You can use the downstairs loo.
� noun the ground floor of a building � The
downstairs has three rooms. � The down-
stairs of the house is larger than the up-
stairs. Compare upstairs
downstreamdownstream1 /daυnstri
m/ adj to-
wards the mouth of a river � Downstream
communities have not yet been affected.
downstreamdownstream2 /�daυn |stri
m/ adv to-
wards the mouth of a river � The silt is car-
ried downstream and deposited in the del-
ta.
down-to-earthdown-to-earth /�daυn tυ #
θ/ adj sensi-
ble or matter-of-fact
downtown

� downtown /daυntaυn/ noun the cen-
tral district of a town � Downtown will be
very crowded at this time of day.
downtroddendowntrodden /daυntrɒd(ə)n/ adj op-
pressed, badly treated
downturndownturn /daυnt#
n/ noun a movement
towards lower prices, sales or profits
downward

� downward /daυnwəd/ adj towards
the bottom � a downward trend in the un-
employment figures � adv US same as
downwards
downwards

� downwards /daυnwədz/ adv to-
wards the bottom
downwinddownwind /�daυn|wnd/ adv, adj in the
direction in which the wind is blowing
downydowny /daυni/ adj 1. soft and fluffy 2.
covered with soft hairs
dowrydowry /daυri/ noun money or goods
which a bride brings to her husband
dozedoze /dəυz/ verb (dozes, dozing, dozed)
to sleep a little (slang) � She dozed for a
while after lunch. � noun a short sleep
dozen

� dozen /d�z(ə)n/ (plural same) noun 1.
twelve � I need a dozen eggs for this reci-
pe. � We ordered two dozen (= 24) chairs.
2. � dozens of a lot of � Dozens of people
visited the exhibition. � I’ve been to New
York dozens of times. � half a dozen six �
half a dozen apples
Dr

� Dr abbr doctor
drabdrab /dr�b/ (drabber, drabbest) adj lack-
ing bright colours; brown, grey
draft

� draft /drɑ
ft/ noun a rough plan of a
document � He quickly wrote out a draft of
the agreement. � It’s not the final version,
it’s just a draft. � verb (drafts, drafting,
drafted) to draw up a rough plan of some-
thing

draft in phrasal verb to ask someone to do
something � The Boy Scouts were drafted
in to dig the garden.

drag

� drag /dr�(/ verb (drags, dragging,
dragged) to pull something heavy along
the ground [~along/across/out etc] � She
dragged her suitcase across the floor. �

The police dragged the men away from the
gate. � noun something boring, which
stops you doing things you really want to
do � It’s a drag, having to write all the
Christmas cards.

drag on phrasal verb to seem to pass
slowly � The dinner party seemed to
drag on for hours.

dragondragon /dr�(ən/ noun an unfriendly
woman who seems frightening
dragonflydragonfly /dr�(ənfla/ (plural dragon-
flies) noun a long insect with bright trans-
parent wings which often flies near water
draindrain /dren/ noun a pipe for carrying
waste water away � In the autumn the
drains get blocked by leaves. � We had to
phone the council to come and clear the
blocked drain. � verb (drains, draining,
drained) to remove a liquid from some-
thing
drainagedrainage /drend�/ noun the process of
removing water by means of drains
draining boarddraining board /drenŋ bɔ
d/ noun a
slightly sloping surface next to a sink on
which dishes can be placed to dry
drainpipedrainpipe /drenpap/ noun a pipe on
the outside of a house which takes water
down to the drains
drama

� drama /drɑ
mə/ noun 1. a serious per-
formance in a theatre � a new TV drama se-
ries about life in Glasgow � The ‘Globe’
has put on an unknown Elizabethan dra-
ma. � I’m reading a book on 19th-century
French drama. � She’s a drama student or
She’s studying drama. 2. a series of serious
and exciting events � a day of high drama
in the court � the drama of the rescue by
helicopter � He always makes a drama out
of everything.
dramatic

� dramatic /drə |m�tk/ adj sudden, un-
expected and very noticeable � the dramat-
ic moment in the film, when the dinosaurs
start to attack them � The door was thrown
open and she made a dramatic entrance. �
The TV news showed dramatic pictures of
the disaster.
dramaticsdramatics /drə|m�tks/ noun the prac-
tice of performing plays, usually by people
who are not paid to act
dramatisedramatise /dr�mətaz/ (dramatises,
dramatising, dramatised), dramatize verb
1. to adapt a novel for TV or the theatre �
The novel was dramatised by J. Smith. 2. to
make something seem much more dramat-
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ic than it really is � There’s no need to
dramatise the situation, it’s bad enough as
it is.
drank

� drank /dr�ŋk/ past tense of drink
drapedrape /drep/ (drapes, draping, draped)
verb 1. to hang cloth around something �

The statue was draped in a white cloth
ready to be unveiled. � He wore a long
scarf draped over his shoulders. 2. to hang
something long over something � He
draped his legs over the back of the seat.
drapesdrapes /dreps/ plural noun US curtains �
Open the drapes – it’s light outside.
drasticdrastic /dr�stk/ adj severe, which has a
sharp effect
draught

� draught /drɑ
ft/ noun a flow of cool
air into a room � Don’t sit in a draught.
draughtsdraughts /drɑ
fts/ noun a board game
played with black and white round pieces �
Would you like a game of draughts or to
play draughts? � Draughts is a much sim-
pler game than chess. (NOTE: not plural, and
takes a singular verb. The US term is check-
ers.)
draughtsmandraughtsman /drɑ
ftsmən/ (plural
draughtsmen) noun a person who draws
plans for machines or buildings
draughty

� draughty /drɑ
fti/ (draughtier,
draughtiest) adj with cool air flowing into
it (NOTE: The US spelling is drafty.)
draw

� draw /drɔ
/ noun 1. a game or competi-
tion which ends with both teams having the
same number of points � The match was a
draw: 2–2. 2. a competition in which the
winner is chosen by a person who takes a
ticket out of a container with a name on it
� The draw is held on Saturdays. � We are
holding a draw to raise money for the local
hospital. � verb (draws, drawing, drew,
drawn) 1. to make a picture with a pen or
pencil � He drew a picture of the house. �

She’s drawing a pot of flowers. 2. not to
have a winner in a game � The teams drew
2 – 2. � the match was drawn neither side
won 3. to pull curtains open or closed � She
drew the curtains and let in the sun. � Can
you draw the curtains – I don’t want any-
one to see us in here.

draw up� phrasal verb 1. to come close
and stop � As I was standing at the bus
stop, a car drew up and the driver asked
if I wanted a lift. 2. to write down some-
thing, e.g. a plan � They have drawn up a
plan to save money. � Have you drawn up
a list of people you want to invite to the
party? 3. to move something closer �

Draw your chairs up to the table.

drawbackdrawback /drɔ
b�k/ noun a thing
which is not convenient or which causes a
problem
drawer

� drawer /drɔ
ə/ noun a part of a desk or
cupboard like an open box which slides in
and out when you pull its handle � I keep
my cheque book in the top drawer of my
desk.
drawing

� drawing /drɔ
ŋ/ noun 1. a picture
that has been drawn � I’ve bought an old
drawing of the church. 2. the activity or
skill of making pictures with a pencil or
pen � He studied drawing in Rome.
drawing boarddrawing board /drɔ
ŋ bɔ
d/ noun a
large board used by designers to work on �
it’s back to the drawing board we’ll have
to start planning all over again
drawing pindrawing pin /drɔ
ŋ pn/ noun a pin
with a large flat head, used for fixing pa-
pers to a surface such as a wall
drawing roomdrawing room /drɔ
ŋ ru
m/ noun a
sitting room, a room for sitting and talking
in, but not eating
drawldrawl /drɔ
l/ noun a slow way of speaking
� He spoke with a southern drawl. (NOTE: +
drawl v)
drawn

� drawn /drɔ
n/ adj tired and ill � She
looked drawn after spending all night with
her sick baby. � past participle of draw
dreaddread /dred/ noun great fear � The sound
of her voice filled him with dread. � She
has a dread of meeting him in the street. �
in dread of being very afraid of � They
lived in constant dread of being arrested. �
verb (dreads, dreading, dreaded) to fear
something very much � I’m dreading tak-
ing my driving test. � She dreads her week-
ly visit to the doctor.
dreadeddreaded /dredd/ adj awful, frightening
(humorous)
dreadful

� dreadful /dredf(ə)l/ adj very bad or
unpleasant � What a dreadful film!
dreadfully

� dreadfully /dredf(ə)li/ adv extreme-
ly, in a way that is not good or pleasant
dreadlocksdreadlocks /dredlɒks/ plural noun a
hairstyle where your hair is plaited into
thick strands � He had his hair in dread-
locks.
dream

� dream /dri
m/ noun 1. a story or series
of events that you think about while you
are sleeping [~about] � She had a dream
about big pink elephants. 2. something
which you imagine and hope will happen
in the future � All his dreams of wealth col-
lapsed when he lost his job. � His dream is
to appear on Broadway. � verb (dreams,
dreaming, dreamt or dreamed) to experi-
ence a story or series of events while you
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are sleeping [~of/about/~(that)] � He was
dreaming of white sand and a blue tropical
sea. � I dreamt about you last night. � Last
night I dreamt I was drowning. � adj refer-
ring to something that is the best you could
have � They found their dream house in a
small town by the sea. � Select your dream
team for the World Cup.
dreamerdreamer /dri
mə/ noun a person who is
out of touch with practical things
dreamtdreamt /dremt/ past tense and past parti-
ciple of dream
dreamydreamy /dri
mi/ (dreamier, dreamiest)
adj as if you are dreaming
drearydreary /drəri/ (drearier, dreariest) adj
sad or gloomy; not interesting
dredgedredge /dred�/ (dredges, dredging,
dredged) verb 1. to remove dirt or sand
from the bottom of a river or lake � They
had to spend weeks dredging the channel
so that boats could still get to the harbour.
2. to cover something with a substance
such as sugar or flour � When the pie is
cooked, dredge it with icing sugar.
dregsdregs /dre(z/ plural noun the parts of a
drink which are left in a cup or glass when
you have finished drinking � He poured the
dregs down the sink.
drenchdrench /drentʃ/ (drenches, drenching,
drenched) verb to soak something
dress

� dress /dres/ noun a piece of clothing
usually worn by women or girls, covering
the body and part or all of the legs � She
was wearing a blue dress. � verb (dresses,
dressing, dressed) 1. to put clothes on
someone [~in/~as] � She dressed her little
girl in a blue dress. � He was dressed as a
prince. 2. to get dressed to put clothes on
yourself  � He got up, dressed and had
breakfast. 3. to clean an injury and cover it
with a bandage

dress up phrasal verb 1. to put on cos-
tumes � The children love dressing up as
doctors and nurses. 2. to wear your best
elegant clothes � Don’t dress up – come
just as you are.

dressed

� dressed /drest/ adj 1. wearing clothes
� I can’t come down to see the visitors –
I’m not dressed yet. � to get dressed to
dress yourself � Get dressed and come
downstairs. � He got up, got dressed and
then had breakfast. 2. dressed in wearing
a particular colour or type of clothing � She
was dressed all in black. � He was dressed
in a teeshirt and shorts.
dresserdresser /dresə/ noun 1. a piece of kitch-
en furniture with open shelves above and
cupboards below � Put the plates back in

the kitchen dresser. 2. a person who dresses
in a certain way � He’s a very smart dress-
er.
dressingdressing /dresŋ/ noun 1. a sauce for
salad 2. a cover for an injury � The dress-
ings need to be changed every hour.
dressing gowndressing gown /dresŋ (aυn/ noun a
long robe worn over pyjamas or a night-
dress
dressing roomdressing room /dresŋ ru
m/ noun a
room in which you change your clothes,
especially a room in a theatre where actors
or actresses get dressed in costume, or a
room in a sports club where people change
into their sports clothes
dressing tabledressing table /dresŋ �teb(ə)l/ noun
a piece of bedroom furniture with a mirror
or mirrors
dress rehearsaldress rehearsal /�dres r |h#
s(ə)l/
noun the final practice for an activity such
as a play or public event � The attack on
the police station was only a dress rehears-
al for the coup d’état which took place the
following week.
dressydressy /dresi/ adj (of person) wearing
formal and fashionable clothes
drewdrew /dru
/ past tense of draw
dribbledribble /drb(ə)l/ (dribbles, dribbling,
dribbled) verb 1. to let liquid flow slowly
out of an opening, especially out of your
mouth � The baby dribbled its food over
her dress 2. (of a liquid) to flow slowly out
of an opening [~out/through etc] � Ketchup
dribbled onto the tablecloth. 3. to kick a
football along as you are running, or to
move a ball along with one hand as you are
running
drierdrier /draə/ noun a machine which dries
driftdrift /drft/ noun 1. a general meaning �

Did you follow the drift of the conversa-
tion? � My Italian isn’t very good, but I got
the drift of what they were saying. � I think
she got the general drift of my argument. 2.
a pile of snow blown by the wind � Snow
lay in drifts around the farmhouse. � verb
(drifts, drifting, drifted) 1. to move with
the flow of water, without steering � The
boat drifted down the river for two miles. 2.
to move aimlessly � After the match, the
spectators drifted towards the exits. 3. (of
snow) to pile up � The snow began to drift
in the high wind. 4. to behave aimlessly, to
avoid taking any decisions � The govern-
ment lost its sense of purpose and started
to drift. 5. to move slowly in a certain di-
rection � Prices drifted downwards.
drill

� drill /drl/ noun 1. a tool for making
holes in a hard substance such as wood or
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metal � He used an electric drill to make
the holes in the wall. 2. the action of prac-
tising marching, especially in the armed
forces � New recruits spend hours practis-
ing their drill. � verb (drills, drilling,
drilled) 1. to use a drill to make a hole in
something [~in/into/~through] � Check how
solid the wall is before you drill a hole in
it. � He drilled two holes for the screws. 2.
to do military practice � The soldiers were
drilling on the parade ground. 3. to teach
someone something by making them do or
say it many times [~in/~into] � They were
drilled in how to help customers leave the
building in an emergency. � The rule of not
speaking to strangers was drilled into the
children from an early age.
drink

� drink /drŋk/ noun 1. an amount of liq-
uid such as water, juice, tea or coffee which
you swallow � If you’re thirsty, have a
drink of water. � She always has a hot
drink before she goes to bed. 2. an alcohol-
ic drink � Would you like a drink? � Come
and have a drink. � I’ll order some drinks
from the bar. � verb (drinks, drinking,
drank, drunk) to swallow liquid � He
drank water out of a bottle. � What would
you like to drink?

drink up phrasal verb to drink all of a liq-
uid � The baby drank all her milk up. �

Come on, drink up – we’re leaving now.
drink-drivingdrink-driving /�drŋk dravŋ/ noun
driving a car when drunk
drinkerdrinker /drŋkə/ noun a person who usu-
ally drinks a particular quantity or type of
alcohol, or a person who drinks too much
alcohol regularly � She’s only a light
drinker. � They’re all beer drinkers. � Her
father was a drinker.
drinkingdrinking /drŋkŋ/ noun the act or proc-
ess of drinking a lot of alcohol, especially
frequently and over a period of time
drinking waterdrinking water /drŋkŋ �wɔ
tə/ noun
water which is safe to drink
dripdrip /drp/ noun a small drop of water �
There’s a hole in the tent – a drip just fell
on my nose. � verb (drips, dripping,
dripped) 1. to fall in small drops � Water
was slowly dripping from the ceiling. 2. (of
e.g. a tap) to produce small drops � I must
fix that tap – it’s dripping.
drive

� drive /drav/ noun 1. a journey, espe-
cially in a car  � to go for a drive to make
a short journey in a car for pleasure 2. a
part of a computer which makes a disk
work � The disk is stuck in the drive. 3. an
energetic way of working � We need some-
one with plenty of drive to run the sales de-

partment. 4. a little road leading to a house
� Visitors can park in the drive. � verb
(drives, driving, drove, driven) to make a
motor vehicle travel in a particular direc-
tion [~along/down/through etc] � I never
learnt to drive. � He was driving a lorry
when the accident happened. � I’ll drive
your aunt to the airport I’ll take her to the
airport in my car � to drive someone cra-
zy or mad to have an effect on someone so
that they become very annoyed (informal) �
The noise is driving me mad. � All this
work is driving her crazy.

drive away� phrasal verb 1. to ride away
in a motor vehicle � The bank robbers
leapt into a car and drove away at top
speed. 2. to take someone away in a mo-
tor vehicle � The children were driven
away in a police car. 3. to force some-
thing or someone to go away � His teach-
ing methods were driving students away.
drive back� phrasal verb 1. to go back or
to come back in a motor vehicle � We
were driving back to London after a day
out. 2. to force someone or something
back � The police drove the demonstra-
tors back from the square.
drive off� phrasal verb same as drive
away 1, 3

drive-bydrive-by /drav ba/ noun the firing of a
gun at somebody from a moving vehicle
drive-indrive-in /drav n/ adj, noun bank, cine-
ma, restaurant, where cars drive up for
service � We went to see the movie at the
local drive-in. � We got a Chinese takea-
way at a drive-in restaurant.
driveldrivel /drv(ə)l/ noun rubbish
driven

� driven /drv(ə)n/ past participle of
drive
driver

� driver /dravə/ noun a person who
drives a vehicle such as a car or train � He’s
got a job as a bus driver. � The drivers of
both cars were injured in the accident.
drive-throughdrive-through /drav θru
/, drive-up
noun a business that serves people who
wait by a special window in their cars
drivewaydriveway /dravwe/ noun a short pri-
vate road leading to a house
driving

� driving /dravŋ/ adj (of rain or snow)
blown horizontally by the wind � They
were forced to turn back because of the
driving rain. � noun the action of driving a
motor vehicle � Driving in the centre of
London can be very frustrating. � She’s
taking driving lessons.
driving licence

� driving licence /dravŋ �las(ə)ns/
noun a permit which allows someone to
drive a vehicle on public roads
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drizzledrizzle /drz(ə)l/ noun light rain � A thin
drizzle was falling so we took our umbrel-
las. � verb (drizzles, drizzling, drizzled) to
rain a little � It’s drizzling outside, so you
need a raincoat.
dronedrone /drəυn/ noun 1. a male bee � The
workers are busy getting pollen, while the
drones do nothing. (NOTE: In a bee colony,
the females are workers.) 2. a buzz of an
insect, of an engine � I could hear the
drone of a small aircraft in the distance. 3.
a monotonous sound � The drone of the
bagpipes sounded across the lake. � verb
(drones, droning, droned) 1. to buzz � We
could hear a small aircraft droning over-
head. 2. to talk slowly and in a monotonous
voice � The lecturer droned on and on
about population statistics.
drooldrool /dru
l/ (drools, drooling, drooled)
verb 1. to slobber � a baby drooling in his
high chair 2. to show excessive pleasure
about something � I absolutely drooled
over the painting.
droopdroop /dru
p/ (droops, drooping,
drooped) verb to hang down
drop

� drop /drɒp/ noun a small amount of
liquid which falls � verb (drops, dropping,
dropped) 1. to fall or let something fall
[~from/to/into/down/on etc] � He dropped
the glass and it broke. � The plate dropped
onto the floor. 2. to decrease  � Prices are
dropping. � At night the temperature can
drop below zero. 3. to let someone get off a
bus or car at a place [~at/~in] � I’ll drop you
at your house. � The bus dropped her in the
centre of town.

drop in phrasal verb to call on someone,
to visit someone
drop off phrasal verb 1. to fall asleep �
She dropped off in front of the TV. � It
took me ages to drop off. 2. to let some-
one who is a passenger in a car get out
somewhere � We can drop you off at the
station.
drop out phrasal verb 1. to stop compet-
ing or being involved in something � He
got as far as the semi-finals but dropped
out because of a shoulder injury. 2. to de-
cide to give up your ordinary job or stud-
ies, usually because you want to live a
more simple life � He dropped out and
went to live on a beach in India.

drop-down menudrop-down menu /�drɒp daυn
menju
/ noun a list of choices which ap-
pears on a computer screen, and stays there
until you click on one of them
drop-in centredrop-in centre /drɒp n �sentə/ noun a
place which people can visit without ar-

ranging a time, to get advice or informa-
tion, or to meet other people
dropletdroplet /drɒplət/ noun a very small drop
of liquid
droppingsdroppings /drɒpŋz/ plural noun solid
waste matter from animals � The grass was
covered with rabbit and sheep droppings.
drought

� drought /draυt/ noun a long period
when there is no rain and when the land is
dry
drove

� drove /drəυv/ past tense of drive
drown

� drown /draυn/ (drowns, drowning,
drowned) verb to die by being unable to
breathe in water � He drowned in a shallow
pool.
drowsydrowsy /draυzi/ (drowsier, drowsiest)
adj sleepy (NOTE: + drowsily adv; drowsi-
ness n)
drudgerydrudgery /dr�d�əri/ noun hard boring
work � Most of the work in the office is
sheer drudgery.
drug

� drug /dr�(/ noun 1. a medicine � They
have found a new drug for people with ar-
thritis. 2. an illegal substance which affects
people physically or mentally when they
take it � The customs are looking for such
things as drugs or alcohol. � verb (drugs,
drugging, drugged) to give a person or an-
imal a drug, or put a drug in their food or
drink, to make them unconscious � They
drugged him and took him away in a car. �
The dog’s food had been drugged with
something to make him sleep.
drugstore

� drugstore /dr�(stɔ
/ noun US a shop
where medicines can be bought, as well as
many other goods such as shampoo, writ-
ing paper, etc.
drumdrum /dr�m/ noun 1. a large round musi-
cal instrument which you hit with a stick �

He plays the drums in the band. 2. a large
barrel or container shaped like a cylinder �
oil drums � verb (drums, drumming,
drummed) 1. to play on a drum 2. to hit
something frequently � He drummed his
fingers on the table.

drum into phrasal verb � to drum some-
thing into someone to make someone
learn something � My grandfather
drummed it into me that I had to be polite
to customers.

drummerdrummer /dr�mə/ noun a person who
plays the drums
drunk

� drunk /dr�ŋk/ adj excited or ill from
drinking too much alcohol � noun a person
who is drunk � past participle of drink
drunkarddrunkard /dr�ŋkəd/ noun a person who
has a habit of drinking too much alcohol
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drunkendrunken /dr�ŋkən/ adj who has drunk
too much alcohol. � driving
dry

� dry /dra/ adj (drier or dryer, driest or
dryest) 1. not wet � Don’t touch the door –
the paint isn’t dry yet. � The soil is dry be-
cause it hasn’t rained for weeks. 2. (of
wine) not sweet � A dry white wine is
served with fish. � verb (dries, drying,
dried) 1. to become dry � The clothes are
drying in the sun. � Leave the dishes on the
draining board to dry. 2. to wipe some-
thing until it is dry � He dried himself with
a towel.

dry out phrasal verb 1. to become com-
pletely dry � Hang up your coat to dry
out in front of the fire. 2. to try to stop
drinking alcohol � He went to a clinic in
London to dry out.
dry up phrasal verb 1. to stop flowing �
The heatwave has made the rivers dry up.
� The government grants have dried up
and it looks as though the theatre will
have to close. 2. to stop talking, because
you can’t remember what you were go-
ing to say � He dried up in the middle of
his speech, and sat down hurriedly. � As
soon as she got on the stage she dried up.

dry-cleandry-clean /�dra kli
n/ verb to clean
clothes or other fabric items with chemi-
cals
dry-cleaner’sdry-cleaner’s /dra kli
nəz/ noun a
shop where clothes are dry-cleaned
dryerdryer /draə/ noun another spelling of
drier
dry landdry land /dra l�nd/ noun 1. the land,
not the sea 2. areas of land prone to severe
drought, e.g. deserts and savannas
dualdual /dju
əl/ adj existing as a pair
dual carriagewaydual carriageway /�dju
əl
k�rd�we/ noun a road with two lanes in
each direction, with a barrier between the
two sides (NOTE: The US term is two-lane
highway.)
dub

� dub /d�b/ (dubs, dubbing, dubbed)
verb 1. to give someone a nickname � At
college he was dubbed Tom ‘Pigpen’ Smith
because his room was so dirty. 2. to add di-
alogue to a film in a different language
from the original � The film has been
dubbed into Swedish.
dubiousdubious /dju
biəs/ adj thinking that
something might not be true or good � Eve-
ryone else seems to believe her story, but
personally I’m dubious about it. � I’m du-
bious about getting involved.
duchessduchess /d�tʃs/ noun the wife of a
duke

duck

� duck /d�k/ noun 1. a common water
bird (NOTE: The male is a drake, the female
a duck and the young are ducklings.) 2. the
meat of this bird � We’re having roast duck
for dinner. � verb (ducks, ducking,
ducked) to lower your head quickly to
avoid hitting something � She didn’t duck
in time and the ball hit her on the head. �

He ducked as he went through the low
doorway.
ducklingduckling /d�klŋ/ noun a young duck �
a duck with six little ducklings � roast
duckling and orange sauce
ductduct /d�kt/ noun 1. a tube which carries
liquids in the body 2. a tube which carries
air or wires in a building � The central
heating ducts caught fire.
duddud /d�d/ adj (dudder, duddest) false
(informal) � He paid me with a dud £10
note. � noun something which does not
work properly � Most of the fireworks in
the box were duds.
dudedude /dju
d/ noun US 1. a man who is
very interested in clothes � that dude, with
his stiff collar and wide pink tie 2. a visitor
from a city on the East coast to a ranch in
the Midwest
due

� due /dju
/ adj 1. expected or likely to
happen [~for] � The plan is due at 10.30. �
We’re due for a thunderstorm after all this
hot weather. � due to do something ex-
pected to do something in future � We are
due to leave London Airport at 5 o’clock. �
The children are due to arrive this after-
noon. 2. owed � This payment is due now.
� adv straight � The plane flew due west. �
noun what is deserved � The right to an-
swer her critics publicly is her due. � due
to because of � The problems are due to
lack of training. � These worries about
health are usually due to not being given
enough information. � in due course later
� to give someone their due to be fair to
someone � To give him his due, he works
very hard.
duelduel /dju
əl/ noun a fight between two
people with weapons such as swords or
guns � They fought a duel over a girl. � He
challenged the doctor to a duel. (NOTE: Do
not confuse with dual.)
duesdues /dju
z/ plural noun money owed as a
fee or regular payment
duetduet /dju
 |et/ noun a piece of music
played or sung by two people
due to

� due to /dju
 tu
/ prep because of �

The trains are late due to fog.
duffduff /d�f/ verb

duff up phrasal verb to beat somebody up
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(slang)

dug

� dug /d�(/ past tense and past participle
of dig
dugoutdugout /d�(aυt/ noun 1. a hole in the
ground which is a shelter for soldiers �

They sat in a dugout for hours, waiting for
the order to advance. 2. a bench by the side
of a football pitch where the managers and
extra team members sit � The manager was
yelling instructions from the dugout.
dukeduke /dju
k/ noun a nobleman of the
highest rank. � duchess
dull

� dull /d�l/ adj 1. not exciting or interest-
ing � The story is rather dull. � What’s so
interesting about old churches? – I find
them dull. 2. (of weather) grey and cloudy
� a dull cloudy day 3. (of colours) not bright
� They painted the sitting room a dull
green.
dumb

� dumb /d�m/ adj unable to speak (NOTE:
Some people avoid this term because it
causes offence and prefer to say speech-
impaired.)
dumbfoundeddumbfounded /d�m|faυndd/ adj
greatly surprised
dummydummy /d�mi/ (plural dummies) noun a
plastic object, given to a baby to suck in or-
der to stop it from crying � The baby sat
sucking a dummy.
dump

� dump /d�mp/ noun a large area where
rubbish is taken � Take your rubbish to the
municipal dump. � verb (dumps, dump-
ing, dumped) 1. to put something heavy on
the ground, especially in a careless way �
She just dumped her suitcases in the hall.
2. to throw something away, to get rid of
something � Someone has dumped an old
pram in the car park.
dumplingdumpling /d�mplŋ/ noun a small ball
of dough served with hot meat
dunedune /dju
n/ noun a hill of sand
dungdung /d�ŋ/ noun solid waste from ani-
mals, especially cattle, often used as ferti-
liser
dungareesdungarees /�d�ŋ(ə |ri
z/ plural noun
working clothes, formed of a pair of trou-
sers and a bib covering the chest, usually of
thick blue cloth, and worn over ordinary
clothes � The workmen came into the café
in their dungarees.
dungeondungeon /d�nd�ən/ noun a dark and
unpleasant underground prison
dunkdunk /d�ŋk/ (dunks, dunking, dunked)
verb to dip a biscuit or other food into a liq-
uid
dunnodunno /də |nəυ/ contr don’t know
(informal) � Whose car is that? – I dunno.

duoduo /dju
əυ/ noun 1. two people, usually
two performers � a TV comedy duo 2. same
as duet
dupedupe /dju
p/ noun a person who has been
tricked � He was the dupe of a Russian
businessman. � verb (dupes, duping,
duped) � to dupe someone into doing
something to trick someone into doing
something � They duped him into giving
them all the cash he had in his wallet.
duplicateduplicate1 /dju
plkət/ adj made as a
copy of something � Put the duplicate in-
voices in the file. � noun a copy � She sent
the invoice and filed the duplicate.
duplicateduplicate2 /dju
plket/ (duplicates,
duplicating, duplicated) verb 1. to make a
copy of a document such as a letter � She
duplicated the letter and put the copy into
a file. 2. to do again something which has
already been done � Keep a note of where
you got to – I don’t want to duplicate your
work.
duplicationduplication /�dju
pl|keʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
the act of copying or repeating something
exactly 2. an exact copy or repeat
durabledurable /djυərəb(ə)l/ adj staying strong
even when used for a long time � You need
a really durable floor covering in a kitch-
en.
duration

� duration /djυ|reʃ(ə)n/ noun the peri-
od of time for which something lasts
duressduress /djυ |res/ noun force or illegal
threats of force used to make someone do
something
during

� during /djυərŋ/ prep while some-
thing is going on � Conditions were bad
during the war.
duskdusk /d�sk/ noun the period in the
evening just before it gets dark
dust

� dust /d�st/ noun a thin layer of dry dirt
� The room had never been cleaned – there
was dust everywhere. � A tiny speck of dust
got in my eye. (NOTE: no plural) � verb
(dusts, dusting, dusted) to remove dust
from something � Don’t forget to dust the
Chinese bowls carefully.
dustbin

� dustbin /d�stbn/ noun a large con-
tainer for rubbish, kept outside a house
dusterduster /d�stə/ noun a cloth for removing
dust
dust jacketdust jacket /d�st �d��kt/ noun a pa-
per cover round a book
dustman

� dustman /d�stmən/ (plural dust-
men) noun a person employed by a town to
collect rubbish
dustpandustpan /d�stp�n/ noun a small flat
container for brushing dirt into
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dustydusty /d�sti/ (dustier, dustiest) adj cov-
ered with dust
dutifuldutiful /dju
tf(ə)l/ adj who does what
should be done
duty

� duty /dju
ti/ noun (plural duties) 1.
something which you are legally or moral-
ly expected to do � We have a duty to in-
form the authorities about what we saw. 2.
a tax which has to be paid [~on] � duty on
perfume � plural noun duties different jobs
that have to be done as part of your official
work � One of his duties is to see that the
main doors are locked at night. � on duty
doing official work which you have to do
in a job � He’s on duty from 9.00 to 6.00. �
She’s been on duty all day.
duty-freeduty-free /�dju
ti fri
/ adj, adv sold with
no tax to be paid � He bought a duty-free
watch at the airport or He bought the
watch duty-free.
duvetduvet /du
ve/ noun a bag full of feath-
ers, used as a covering for a bed
DVDDVD /�di
 vi
 di
/ noun an optical disc that
can hold images and sound. Full form dig-
ital video disc
dwarfdwarf /dwɔ
f/ noun a person of smaller
than normal height (NOTE: Some people
avoid this term as it can cause offence and
prefer person of short stature or person
of restricted growth.) � verb (dwarfs,
dwarfing, dwarfed) to make something
look very small � His house is dwarfed by
the office block next door.
dwelldwell /dwel/ (dwells, dwelling, dwelt or
dwelled) verb 1. � to dwell on something
to keep thinking or talking about a problem
� It’s best not to dwell too much on your fi-
nancial situation. 2. to live somewhere (lit-
erary)
dwellerdweller /dwelə/ noun, suffix a person
who lives in a place � Many city-dwellers
have cottages in the country where they go
for weekends. � Prehistoric man was a
cave-dweller.
dwelling

� dwelling /dwelŋ/ noun a place to live
(formal)

dwindle

dwindle /dwnd(ə)l/ (dwindles, dwin-
dling, dwindled) verb to get less gradually 
dye

dye /da/ noun a substance used to colour
cloth � synthetic dyes � vegetable dyes �
verb (dyes, dyeing, dyed) to stain with a
colour � She dyed her hair green. (NOTE:
Do not confuse with die.)
dying

� dying /daŋ/ present participle of die
dyke

dyke /dak/, dike noun 1. a long wall of
earth to keep water from flooding land �

They built dykes along the river. � With this
storm blowing from the east, do you think
the dykes will hold? 2. a long ditch for rain-
water � It rained all month, and the dykes
were full. 3. a lesbian (offensive)
dynamicdynamic /da |n�mk/ adj very energetic
and with a strong personality
dynamitedynamite /danəmat/ noun 1. a power-
ful explosive � They used dynamite to blow
up the old building. 2. something or some-
one that has a very powerful effect � This
news is dynamite!
dynamo

dynamo /danəməυ/ noun 1. a small
piece of equipment for making electricity �
The electric light works by a dynamo at-
tached to the back wheel. 2. a very energet-
ic person
dynasty

dynasty /dnəsti/ (plural dynasties)
noun 1. a family of rulers, following one
after the other � The Ming dynasty ruled
China from 1368 to 1644. � Henry VII
founded the Tudor dynasty in 1487. 2. a pe-
riod of rule by members of the same family
� The Great Wall of China was built during
the Tsin dynasty.
dysenterydysentery /ds(ə)ntri/ noun an infec-
tion of the intestines, causing bleeding and
diarrhoea
dysfunctionaldysfunctional /ds |f�ŋkʃən(ə)l/ adj 1.
unable to relate to other people emotional-
ly and socially 2. failing to work properly
dyslexiadyslexia /ds |leksiə/ noun a medical
condition in which a person is not able to
read and spell correctly
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e

e /i
/, E noun the fifth letter of the alphabet,
between D and F
E

E abbr 1. east 2. eastern
each

� each /i
tʃ/ adj every � Each five pound
note has a number. � He was holding a
towel in each hand. � Each one of us has a
separate office. � pron 1. every person �
They have two houses each or Each of them
has two houses. � She gave them each five
pounds or She gave them five pounds each
or She gave each of them five pounds. 2.
every thing � Each of the books has three
hundred pages or The books have three
hundred pages each.
each other

� each other /�i
tʃ �ðə/ pron the other
one of two people or of two things � They
were shouting at each other. � We always
send each other presents on our birthdays.
� The boxes fit into each other.
eager

eager /i
(ə/ adj wanting to do something
very much
eagerly

eagerly /i
(əli/ adv in a way that shows
that you want something very much
eagle

eagle /i
((ə)l/ noun a large bird of prey
eagle-eyed

eagle-eyed /�i
((ə)l ad/ adj with very
good eyesight
ear

� ear /ə/ noun 1. one of the parts on ei-
ther side of your head which you hear with
� Rabbits have long ears. � Have you
washed behind your ears? 2. an ability to
sense sound � He has a good ear for music.
� to play an instrument by ear to play
without reading the printed notes of music
� She can play the piano by ear. 3. the top
part of a plant such as wheat or barley with
the seeds � to play it by ear to do what you
think is right at the time (informal) � We
won’t make a plan, we’ll just play it by ear
and see how it goes. � to be up to your
ears in to be very busy with (informal) �

He’s up to his ears in work. � to have or
keep your ear to the ground to follow
what is happening and know all about
something
earache

earache /ərek/ noun a pain in your ear

eardrumeardrum /ədr�m/ noun a part of the ear
which vibrates with sound and passes the
vibrations to the inner ear
earlearl /#
l/ noun a nobleman of middle rank,
below a marquess and above a viscount. �

countess
earlierearlier /#
liə/ adj relating to a time before
now or before a time being mentioned � an
earlier version of the book � I’ll try to
catch an earlier train. � adv before now or
before a time being mentioned � Can’t you
come any earlier than Tuesday? � I tried to
phone earlier but you were out.
earliestearliest /#
liəst/ adj the soonest time that
something could happen � The earliest I
can deliver it is Tuesday.
earlobeearlobe /ələυb/ noun the lower part of
the outside of the ear
early

� early /#
l/ adv 1. before the usual time
� The plane arrived five minutes early. �
We must get up early tomorrow morning if
we want to catch the first boat to France. 2.
at the beginning of a period of time � We
went out early in the evening. � The snow
came early in the year.
early birdearly bird /#
li b#
d/ noun someone who
likes to get up early and work before break-
fast, and who does not stay up late at night
earmarkearmark /əmɑ
k/ (earmarks, earmark-
ing, earmarked) verb to reserve something
for a special purpose
earn

� earn /#
n/ (earns, earning, earned)
verb to be paid money for working � He
earns £20,000 a year. � How much does a
bus driver earn?
earnerearner /#
nə/ noun a thing or person that
earns money
earnestearnest /#
nst/ adj serious � They were
engaged in earnest conversation. � in ear-
nest with serious determination � After a
slow start the discussions began in earnest
in July.
earningsearnings /#
nŋz/ plural noun a salary,
the money which you earn from work �
His earnings are not enough to pay the
rent.
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earphonesearphones /əfəυnz/ plural noun a
piece of equipment which you put on your
ears to listen to sounds from a machine
such as a radio or telephone � She took off
her earphones when I asked her a question.
earplugearplug /əpl�(/ noun a piece of plastic,
rubber or other material which you put in
your ears to stop you hearing loud sounds
earringearring /ərŋ/ noun a piece of jewellery
worn attached to part of the ear
earshotearshot /əʃɒt/ noun � within or in ear-
shot near enough to hear something � Eve-
ryone within earshot heard the details of
her divorce. � out of earshot not near
enough to hear something � Now that she’s
out of earshot, you can tell me what really
happened.
ear-splittingear-splitting /ə �spltŋ/ adj extremely
loud
earth

� earth /#
θ/ noun 1. also Earth the plan-
et on which we live � The Earth goes round
the Sun once in twenty-four hours. � The
signals from the spacecraft came back to
earth. 2. the brown substance in which
plants grow � Put some earth in the plant
pot and then sow your cucumber seeds. �

verb (earths, earthing, earthed) to connect
an electrical appliance to the ground �
Household appliances should be properly
earthed. (NOTE: The US term is to ground.)
� it costs the earth it costs a great deal of
money (informal) � It wouldn’t cost the
earth to have the house repainted.
earthenwareearthenware /#
θ(ə)nweə/ noun ob-
jects such as pots and dishes, made of clay
earthquakeearthquake /#
θkwek/ noun an occa-
sion on which the earth shakes, caused by
movement of the earth’s surface (NOTE:
also called simply a quake)
earth scienceearth science /�#
θ saəns/ noun a sci-
ence that studies the Earth, e.g. geology
earthyearthy /#
θi/ (earthier, earthiest) adj (of
humour) coarse or rude
easeease /i
z/ noun a lack of difficulty � He
won the first round with the greatest of
ease. � The bottle has a wide mouth for
ease of use. � verb (eases, easing, eased)
to make less painful � A couple of aspirins
should ease the pain.
easeleasel /i
z(ə)l/ noun a vertical frame on
legs to support a blackboard or painting
easier, easiesteasier, easiest /i
ziə, i
ziəst/ � easy
easily

� easily /i
zli/ adv 1. without any diffi-
culty � I passed my driving test easily. � I
can easily get there by 9 o’clock. 2. a lot
(for emphasis before comparatives or super-
latives) � Her work was easily better than
yours. � He is easily the tallest man in the

team. � Our shop is easily the biggest in
the High Street.
east

� east /i
st/ noun 1. the direction in
which the sun rises � The sun rises in the
east and sets in the west. � Germany is to
the east of France. � The wind is blowing
from the east. 2. East the countries in the
eastern part of the world, e.g. China � adj
relating to the east � The east coast is the
coldest part of the country. � adv towards
the east � The kitchen windows face east,
so we get the morning sun. � Drive east
along the motorway for twenty miles.
eastboundeastbound /i
stbaυnd/ adj travelling
towards the east
Easter

� Easter /i
stə/ noun a Christian festi-
val, in March or April, celebrating the oc-
casion on which Jesus Christ died and then
came back to life again
Easter eggEaster egg /i
stər e(/ noun a chocolate
or sugar egg eaten at Easter
easterlyeasterly /i
stəli/ adj 1. towards the east
2. (of a wind) blowing from the east
eastern

� eastern /i
st(ə)n/ adj from, of or in
the east � The best snow is in the eastern
part of the mountains.
easternereasterner /i
stənə/, Easterner noun a
person who lives in or comes from the east
of a country or region
easternmosteasternmost /i
st(ə)nməυst/ adj fur-
thest to the east
eastwardeastward /i
stwəd/ adj, adv towards the
east
eastwardseastwards /i
stwədz/ adv towards the
east
easy

� easy /i
zi/ adj not difficult, or not
needing a lot of effort � The test was easy,
in fact much easier than I expected. � My
boss is very easy to get on with. � easier
said than done more difficult than you
think it will be � Finding the right house
was easier said then done. � to take things
or it easy to rest and not do any hard work
� The doctor told him to take things easy
for a time after his operation.
easy chaireasy chair /i
zi tʃeə/ noun a large com-
fortable armchair
easy-goingeasy-going /�i
zi (əυŋ/ adj friendly
and not very critical
easy listeningeasy listening /�i
zi ls(ə)nŋ/ noun
slow or quiet popular music
eat

� eat /i
t/ (eats, eating, ate, eaten) verb
1. to put food into your mouth and swallow
it  � I’m hungry – is there anything to eat?
� We haven’t eaten anything since break-
fast. � The children ate all the sandwiches.
� Eat as much as you like for £5.95! �
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You’ll get thin if you don’t eat. 2. to have a
meal � He was still eating his breakfast
when I arrived. � We are eating at home to-
night. � Have you eaten yet?

eat away phrasal verb to destroy some-
thing by gradually wearing it away
eat out phrasal verb to have a meal in a
restaurant
eat up phrasal verb 1. to eat everything �
She ate it all up in a matter of seconds. �
Come on, eat up – it’s time to go. 2. to use
large amounts of something � Buying a
car has eaten up my savings.

eatableeatable /i
təb(ə)l/ adj which is good
enough to eat
eatereater /i
tə/ noun a person who eats
eateryeatery /i
təri/ (plural eateries) noun US a
restaurant, a place where you can eat
(informal)
eating disordereating disorder /i
tŋ ds |�ɔ
də/ noun
an emotional disorder manifesting as an
obsessive attitude to food
eat intoeat into phrasal verb to use more of some-
thing than expected � The delays have eat-
en into the time we allowed for visiting
London.
eau de cologneeau de cologne /�əυ də kə |ləυn/ noun
a type of light perfume
eaveseaves /i
vz/ plural noun the edge of a roof
which sticks out over the wall beneath it
eavesdropeavesdrop /i
vzdrɒp/ (eavesdrops,
eavesdropping, eavesdropped) verb to
listen to a conversation which you are not
supposed to hear
ebbebb /eb/ noun the regular process of the
level of the sea water at a coast becoming
lower � verb (ebbs, ebbing, ebbed) 1. (of
the sea level at a coast) to become lower �
Boats at anchor swing round to point up-
stream when the tide starts to ebb. 2. also
ebb away to become weaker or less gradu-
ally � He couldn’t hold on to the rope any
longer; his strength was ebbing away. � to
be at a low ebb to be in a bad state � After
his interview, his morale was at a low ebb.
� The manager asked them to try harder,
just when their energy was at its lowest
ebb.
e-businesse-business /i
 �bznəs/ noun 1. busi-
ness that is conducted on the Internet 2. a
company that uses Internet technology
eccentriceccentric /k |sentrk/ adj unusual in a
way that is strange � noun a person who be-
haves in an unusual way � In his old age,
he became something of an eccentric.
eccentricityeccentricity /�eksen|trsti/ noun
strange behaviour

ecclesiasticalecclesiastical / |�kli
zi|�stk(ə)l/ adj
referring to the Christian Church
echelonechelon /eʃəlɒn/ noun a group of people
at a particular level in an organisation or
community � the upper echelons of man-
agement � the lower echelons of the armed
forces
echoecho /ekəυ/ noun (plural echoes) a sound
which is repeated such as when you shout
in a place such as a tunnel � We could hear
the echo of voices in the tunnel. � If you go
to the Whispering Gallery in the dome of St
Paul’s Cathedral you can hear the echo
very clearly. � verb (echoes, echoing,
echoed) 1. (of sound) to make an echo �
Their voices echoed down the tunnel. 2. to
repeat � The newspaper article echoed the
opinions put forward in the minister’s
speech.
eclecticeclectic / |klektk/ adj taking ideas from
several different sources
eclipseeclipse / |klps/ (eclipsing, eclipsed)
verb 1. to hide the sun or moon by passing
in front of it � The sun is eclipsed by the
moon. 2. to be more successful than some-
one else � She was eclipsed by her younger
sister.
eco-friendlyeco-friendly /i
kəυ �frendli/ adj intend-
ed to have no harmful effect on the natural
environment and its inhabitants
ecologicalecological /�i
kə |lɒd�k(ə)l/ adj refer-
ring to ecology or the environment
ecologyecology / |kɒləd�i/ noun the study of the
relationship between plants and animals
and their environment (NOTE: + ecologist
n)
e-commercee-commerce /i
 �kɒm#
s/ noun buying
and selling things online, especially over
the Internet
economic

� economic /�i
kə |nɒmk/ adj 1. relat-
ing to the economy � I don’t agree with the
government’s economic policy. � The gov-
ernment has introduced controls to solve
the current economic crisis. � The country
enjoyed a period of economic growth in the
1980s. 2. not costing much money � The
flat is let at an economic rent. 3. using
money well � It is hardly economic for us
to run two cars.
economicaleconomical /�i
kə |nɒmk(ə)l/ adj which
saves money or resources
economic migranteconomic migrant /�i
kənɒmk
ma(rənt/ noun a person who moves to
live in another country where living condi-
tions are better
economics

� economics /�i
kə |nɒmks/ noun the
scientific study of how money functions in
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trade, society and politics � She is studying
for an economics degree.
economiseeconomise / |kɒnəmaz/ (economises,
economising, economised), economize
verb to try not to waste something by using
as little as possible [~on] � Our bills are too
high so we’ll have to economise on elec-
tricity this winter.
economisteconomist / |kɒnəmst/ noun a person
who specialises in the study of money and
its uses
economy

� economy / |kɒnəmi/ noun 1. the way
in which a country makes and uses money,
or the financial state of a country 2. some-
thing you do to avoid wasting money or
materials � She tried to make a few econo-
mies like buying cheaper brands of wash-
ing-up liquid. � adj cheap, often because of
being sold in large sizes or quantities � an
economy size notepad � If you travel mid-
week you can usually get an economy fare.
economy classeconomy class /|kɒnəmi klɑ
s/ noun
an air fare which is cheaper than first class
or business class
economy driveeconomy drive / |kɒnəmi drav/ noun
an effort to save money or materials
ecosystemecosystem /i
kəυsstəm/ noun a sys-
tem which includes all the organisms of an
area and the environment in which they
live
ecotourismecotourism /i
kəυ|�tυərz(ə)m/ noun
tourism that tries to avoid ecological dam-
age to places visited
ecstasyecstasy /ekstəsi/ noun 1. great happi-
ness � She was in sheer ecstasy over her
engagement. � These chocolates are pure
ecstasy. 2. a dangerous drug which makes
you have hallucinations
ecstaticecstatic /k |st�tk/ adj very happy or
enthusiastic
eczemaeczema /eksmə/ noun an uncomforta-
ble skin condition with an itchy rash and
blisters, but which is not contagious
eddyeddy /edi/ (plural eddies) noun a circular
movement of water or dust � Dust eddies
were being raised by the wind. � He got
into an eddy under the waterfall.
edge

� edge /ed�/ noun 1. the part around the
outside of something � He put his plate
down on the edge of the table. � She lay
down on the roof and looked over the edge.
� Can you stand this coin on its edge? 2. an
imaginary line where an area ends [~of/] �

He lived in a house at the edge of the forest.
� The factory is built right on the edge of
the town. 3. the sharp thin part of a knife or
tool for cutting 4. an advantage � to have
the edge on a rival company to have a

slightly larger share of the market than an-
other company � verb (edges, edging,
edged) to move in a slow, careful way � He
started edging towards the door. � on edge
nervous or worried � Everyone was on
edge, waiting for the telephone call.
edgingedging /ed�ŋ/ noun a decoration along
the edge of something
edgyedgy /ed�i/ adj 1. nervous or worried 2.
unusual and interesting
edible

� edible /edb(ə)l/ adj good enough or
safe to eat
edictedict /i
dkt/ noun a public announce-
ment of a law
edificeedifice /edfs/ noun a large building
(formal)
editedit /edt/ (edits, editing, edited) verb 1.
to be in charge of a newspaper or magazine
� He edited the ‘Sunday Express’ for more
than twenty years. 2. to prepare a book for
publishing by doing such things as correct-
ing mistakes � I am editing a volume of
20th-century poetry. 3. to prepare some-
thing such as a film to make it ready to be
shown � Once the film has been edited it
will run for about 90 minutes.
edition

� edition / |dʃ(ə)n/ noun a number of
copies of a book or newspaper printed at
the same time � The book of poems was
published in an edition of one thousand
copies.
editor

� editor /edtə/ noun 1. a journalist in
charge of a newspaper or part of a newspa-
per � He wrote to the editor of ‘The Times’
asking for a job. � She is the sports editor
of the local paper. 2. a person who edits
books
editorialeditorial /�ed |tɔ
riəl/ adj referring to ed-
itors or editing � He has overall editorial
control of the series. � noun a main article
written by the editor of a newspaper � Did
you read today’s editorial in ‘The Times’?
educateeducate /edjυket/ (educates, educat-
ing, educated) verb to teach someone in a
school or college, or give them information
that they need � She was educated in Swit-
zerland. � We need to educate young peo-
ple about the dangers of alcohol.
educatededucated /edjυketd/ adj having been
to school and university
education

� education /�edjυ |keʃ(ə)n/ noun the
system of teaching, or of being taught or
given information about something
educational

� educational /�edjυ|keʃ(ə)nəl/ adj
relating to education, teaching and schools
� a campaign to improve educational
standards � This game for 3– to 5-year-
olds is very educational.
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educatoreducator /edjυketə/ noun a person
who teaches, especially someone who
teaches people how to teach
EdwardianEdwardian /ed |wɔ
diən/ adj referring to
the time of King Edward VII (1901 – 1910)
eeleel /i
l/ noun a long thin fish which looks
like a snake
eerieeerie /əri/ (eerier, eeriest) adj strange
and frightening (NOTE: + eerily adv)
effect

� effect / |fekt/ noun a result or influ-
ence [~on/upon] � The cuts in spending will
have a serious effect on the hospital. � The
cream has had no effect on her rash. � The
effects of the shock took some time to wear
off. � plural noun 1. sounds, images or dis-
plays that are created for a film or event 2.
the things that you own (formal ) � verb (ef-
fects, effecting, effected) to carry some-
thing out (formal) � She was able to effect a
number of changes during her time in
charge. � in effect actually � In effect, he
gave up trying. � or words to that effect or
something with that meaning � She said
she wouldn’t pay, or words to that effect. �
to come into ortake effect to start to be of-
ficial or legal � The order comes into effect
on 1 January. � with effect from starting
from (formal) � Prices will be increased by
10% with effect from January 1st.
effective

� effective / |fektv/ adj 1. producing
the result that is wanted � His method of
keeping the children quiet is very effective.
� Advertising on TV is a very effective way
of selling. 2. taking effect � an order which
is effective from January 1st (NOTE: + effec-
tiveness n)
effectively

� effectively / |fektvli/ adv 1. really,
although the situation might appear differ-
ent � Although there was another game to
play in the series, they had effectively won
the gold medal. 2. in a way which produces
the result that is wanted � The floodlighting
worked very effectively.
effeminateeffeminate / |femnət/ adj referring to a
man who behaves in a feminine way (dis-
approving)
effervescenteffervescent /�efə|ves(ə)nt/ adj 1.
which makes bubbles � The water will be-
come effervescent if you put this tablet into
the glass. 2. lively and excited � Her effer-
vescent good humour made the party go
with a swing.
efficiency

� efficiency /|fʃ(ə)nsi/ noun being
able to produce a good result without wast-
ing time, money or effort � How can we
improve the efficiency of our working
methods? � She is known for her extreme
efficiency.

efficient

� efficient / |fʃ(ə)nt/ adj able to work
well and do what is necessary without
wasting time, money or effort � He needs
an efficient assistant to look after him. �

The new system of printing invoices is very
efficient. � a fuel-efficient car a car which
does not use much petrol
efficientlyefficiently / |fʃ(ə)ntli/ adv in an effi-
cient way
effigyeffigy /efd�i
/ (plural effigies) noun a
rough model of a person, usually someone
unpopular
effluenteffluent /efluənt/ noun liquid waste, es-
pecially from factories or industrial proc-
esses
effort

� effort /efət/ noun the use of the mind
or body to do something � Lifting the box
took considerable physical effort. � He’s
made a big effort to learn Spanish. � an ef-
fort to do something an attempt to achieve
something � The changes are part of an ef-
fort to improve productivity. � She’s al-
ready written to three addresses in an ef-
fort to contact the owner. � plural noun ac-
tivities for a particular purpose � Thanks to
her efforts, we have collected more than
£10,000 for the children’s hospital.
effortlesseffortless /efətləs/ adj without needing
to use any energy
effronteryeffrontery / |fr�ntəri/ noun rudeness
effusiveeffusive / |fju
sv/ adj showing too
much emotion when talking about some-
thing
EFLEFL abbr English as a Foreign Language �
She is an EFL teacher. � He’s taking an
EFL course.
e.g.e.g., eg abbr e.g.
egalitarianegalitarian /|�(�l|teəriən/ adj believ-
ing in equality or treating all people equal-
ly
egg

� egg /e(/ noun 1. a round object with a
hard shell, produced by a female bird or,
e.g. snake, in which a baby bird develops �
The owl laid three eggs in the nest. � Tur-
tles lay their eggs in the sand. 2. a chick-
en’s egg, used as food � You need three
eggs to make this cake. � don’t put all your
eggs in one basket don’t risk everything
on only one project

egg on� phrasal verb to encourage
someone to do something, especially
something naughty

eggplanteggplant /e(plɑ
nt/ noun a dark purple
shiny fruit of a small plant, used as a vege-
table (NOTE: used mainly in American Eng-
lish. The more common British term is au-
bergine.)
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eggshelleggshell /e(ʃel/ noun the hard outside
part of an egg
egg whiteegg white /e( wat/ noun the clear liq-
uid found in an egg, which turns solid and
white when cooked
egoego /i
(əυ/ noun your high opinion of
yourself
egocentricegocentric /�i
(əυ |sentrk/ adj interest-
ed only in yourself, not thinking of anyone
else
egoismegoism /i
(əυz(ə)m/ noun thinking
only about yourself, and not bothering
about anyone else
egotismegotism /i
(əυtz(ə)m/ noun thinking
that you are better than anyone else
egotistegotist /i
(ətst/ noun a person who
thinks he or she is better than everyone else
egotisticegotistic /�e(ə |tstk/, egotistical /�e(ə |

tstk(ə)l/ adj thinking you are better than
everyone else
ego tripego trip /i
(əυ trp/ noun an activity de-
signed to improve your good opinion of
yourself (informal)
eh

� eh /e/ interj used when asking ques-
tions � What a laugh, eh? � What about a
drink, eh? � Eh? What did he say?
eight

� eight /et/ noun the number 8
eighteen

� eighteen /�e |ti
n/ noun the number
18
eighteenth

� eighteenth /e |ti
nθ/, 18th adj relat-
ing to number 18 in a series � noun number
18 in a series
18-wheeler18-wheeler /�eti
n wi
lə/ noun a large
lorry with 18 wheels
eightheighth /etθ/, 8th adj relating to number 8
in a series � noun number 8 in a series
(NOTE: eighth is usually written 8th in dates:
April 8th, 1999; September 8th, 1866 (Amer-
ican style is 8 September 1866), say: ‘the
eighth of September’ or ‘September the
eighth’ (American style is ‘September
eighth’). For names of kings and queens,
eighth is usually written VIII: King Henry VI-
II, say: ‘King Henry the Eighth’.)
eightieth

� eightieth /etiəθ/, 80th adj relating to
number 80 in a series � noun number 80 in
a series
eighty

� eighty /eti/ noun the number 80 �
eighties the numbers between 80 and 89
either

� either /aðə, i
ðə/ adj, pron 1. one or
the other � You can use either computer –
it doesn’t matter which. � I don’t like either
of them. 2. each of two; both � There are
trees on either side of the road. � Some
people don’t take sugar in their coffee,
some don’t take milk, and some don’t take
either. � adv used with two negatives to

show that two people or things are similar
in some way � He isn’t Irish and he isn’t
Scottish either. � She doesn’t want to go,
and I don’t want to go either. � The report
wasn’t on the TV news, and it wasn’t on the
radio either.
ejaculateejaculate /|d��kjυlet/ (ejaculates,
ejaculating, ejaculated) verb 1. to send out
semen from the penis 2. to exclaim (liter-
ary) (NOTE: + ejaculation n)
ejecteject / |d�ekt/ (ejects, ejecting, ejected)
verb 1. to throw something out � The chair-
man called in the police to eject the trou-
blemakers from the meeting. 2. to escape
from an aircraft using an ejector seat � The
pilot ejected safely. (NOTE: + ejection n)
eke

eke verb
eke out phrasal verb to use something a
little bit at a time, in order to make it last
longer � to eke out a living to earn or live
on very little money � She ekes out a mis-
erable existence as a cleaner.

elaborateelaborate1 / |l�b(ə)rət/ adj very de-
tailed, very complicated � an elaborate
dessert of cream, fruit and cake
elaborateelaborate2 / |l�bəret/ (elaborates,
elaborating, elaborated) verb to go into
details � It’s a very complicated plan so I
won’t elaborate. � He refused to elaborate
any further on her reasons for leaving.
elapseelapse / |l�ps/ (elapses, elapsing,
elapsed) verb (of time) to pass
elasticelastic / |l�stk/ noun a material which
stretches � adj able to stretch and contract
� She was wearing tight shorts made of
some elastic material.
elastic bandelastic band / |l�stk b�nd/ noun a
thin circle of rubber for holding things to-
gether
ElastoplastElastoplast /|l�stəplɑ
st/ trademark a
small strip of cloth which can be stuck to
the skin to cover a wound
elatedelated / |letd/ adj very excited and
pleased
elationelation / |leʃ(ə)n/ noun a strong feeling
of excitement and pleasure
elbow

� elbow /elbəυ/ noun the joint in the
middle of your arm � He sat with his el-
bows on the table. � She nudged him with
her elbow.
elbow-roomelbow-room /elbəυ ru
m/ noun space
to move about (informal)
elderelder /eldə/ adj older � I have two elder
brothers. � She brought her elder sister.
(NOTE: elder is a comparative adjective,
used mainly of brothers or sisters. It is never
followed by than, when older should be
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used.) � noun an older person � Mary is the
elder of the two. � Which brother is the
elder? � The village elders met to discuss
the plan. � Children should have respect
for their elders and betters.
elderly

� elderly /eldəli/ adj a more polite word
than ‘old’ used for describing someone
who has had a long life � An elderly man
sat down beside her. � My mother is now
rather elderly and doesn’t drive any more.
elder statesmanelder statesman /�eldə stetsmən/
noun an older and wiser politician
eldesteldest /eldəst/ adj the oldest of a series
of people � This is John, my eldest son.
elect

� elect / |lekt/ (elects, electing, elected)
verb to choose someone by voting � She
was elected MP for the town. � The presi-
dent is elected for a term of four years. �

The chairman is elected by the members of
the committee.
-elect-elect /lekt/ suffix a person who has been
elected but has not yet started the job � She
is the president-elect.
election

� election / |lekʃən/ noun the process of
choosing by voting [/~for/~to/~as] � the
election of a new treasurer for the club �

election to the general council � We are
holding an election for new representa-
tives. � After her election as president, the
crowds were celebrating.
electioneeringelectioneering / |�lekʃə|nərŋ/ noun
the process of working for an election cam-
paign, making speeches, writing pam-
phlets and meeting voters
electiveelective / |lektv/ adj 1. requiring to be
elected 2. not obligatory
electorelector / |lektə/ noun a person who votes
or who is able to vote in an election
electoralelectoral / |lekt(ə)rəl/ adj referring to an
election
electoral collegeelectoral college / |�lekt(ə)rəl kɒld�/
noun a group who elect someone such as a
president
electoral registerelectoral register / |�lekt(ə)rəl
red�stə/, electoral roll noun an official
list of names and addresses of people living
in a particular area who are eligible to vote
in local or national elections
electorateelectorate / |lekt(ə)rət/ noun all the
people in an area who are able to vote
electric

� electric / |lektrk/ adj 1. worked by
electricity � Is your cooker electric or gas?
� He plays an electric guitar. � He cut the
wood with an electric saw. � She gave me
an electric toothbrush for Christmas. 2.
making or carrying electricity � Don’t
touch those electric wires. � Electric plugs
in the USA are different from those in Brit-

ain. 3. very exciting � The atmosphere was
electric as the votes were being counted.
electrical

� electrical / |lektrk(ə)l/ adj relating to
electricity � a shop selling electrical appli-
ances � The college offers courses in elec-
trical engineering. � They are trying to re-
pair an electrical fault.
electric chairelectric chair / |�lektrk tʃeə/ noun a
chair attached to a powerful electric cur-
rent, used in some states of the United
States to kill criminals as a punishment
electricianelectrician /|�lek |trʃ(ə)n/ noun a per-
son who works on electrical repairs
electricity

� electricity / |�lek|trsti/ noun energy
used to make light, heat or power � We ha-
ven’t paid the electricity bill this month. �

The electricity was cut off this morning. �
The heating is run by electricity. � The cot-
tage is in the mountains and doesn’t have
any electricity. (NOTE: no plural)
electricselectrics / |lektrks/ plural noun the
wires and electrical connections in a build-
ing or piece of equipment
electric shockelectric shock / |�lektrk ʃɒk/ noun a
sudden pain when an electric current goes
through your body
electrifyelectrify / |lektrfa/ (electrifies, electri-
fying, electrified) verb 1. to connect to an
electric source of power � All the most
modern railway lines are electrified. 2. to
startle and excite someone � She gave an
electrifying performance.
electrocuteelectrocute / |lektrəkju
t/ (electro-
cutes, electrocuting, electrocuted) verb
to hurt or kill someone with an electric
shock (NOTE: + electrocution n)
electrodeelectrode / |lektrəυd/ noun one of two
points on an electric circuit where the cur-
rent enters or leaves a battery
electronelectron / |lektrɒn/ noun a basic nega-
tive particle in an atom
electronic

� electronic /�elek |trɒnk/ adj using
electricity and very small parts which af-
fect the electric current which passes
through them � electronic equipment
electronicselectronics /�elek |trɒnks/ noun the
science of the movement of electricity in
electronic equipment
electronic tagelectronic tag /�elektrɒnk t�(/ noun
an electronic device attached to someone
such as a convicted criminal, so as to be
sure where he or she is
elegantelegant /el(ənt/ adj very fashionable
and stylish
elegyelegy /eləd�i/ noun a sad poem or piece
of music about someone who is dead
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element

� element /elmənt/ noun 1. a basic
chemical substance � Magnesium is a me-
tallic element. 2. a basic part of something
� I think we have all the elements of a set-
tlement. 3. a small amount of something �

There was an element of jealousy in her de-
cision. � plural noun the weather, usually
bad weather � noun a part which produces
heat in a piece of equipment such as an
electric heater or cooker  � I think the ele-
ment has burnt out. � to be in or out of
your element to be happy or unhappy in a
particular situation
elementalelemental /�el|ment(ə)l/ adj wild and
uncivilised
elementaryelementary /�el |ment(ə)ri/ adj basic or
simple
elementary schoolelementary school /el |mentri sku
l/
noun US the first school for children up to
around eleven years old (NOTE: The British
term is primary school.)
elephantelephant /elfənt/ noun a very large Af-
rican or Indian animal, with large ears, a
trunk and two long teeth called ‘tusks’
elevateelevate /elvet/ (elevates, elevating, el-
evated) verb to lift something or someone
into a higher position (formal ) (NOTE: + ele-
vation n)
elevator

� elevator /elvetə/ noun US a ma-
chine for moving people up or down from
floor to floor inside a building � Take the
elevator to the 26th floor. (NOTE: The British
term is lift.)
eleven

� eleven / |lev(ə)n/ noun the number 11
elevenseselevenses / |lev(ə)nzz/ noun a snack
served in the middle of the morning at
about 11 o’clock
eleventheleventh, 11th adj relating to number 11
in a series � at the eleventh hour at the last
minute � The contract was finally signed at
the eleventh hour. � His eleventh-hour de-
cision to stand for election. � noun number
11 in a series
elfelf /elf/ (plural elves) noun a little person in
fairy stories
elicitelicit / |lst/ (elicits, eliciting, elicited)
verb to obtain something (NOTE: Do not con-
fuse with illicit.)
eligibleeligible /eld�b(ə)l/ adj 1. qualifying as
suitable for something under certain rules
[~for] � The previous president is eligible
for re-election. � She is not eligible for a
grant. 2. very suitable for getting married
to � an eligible bachelor
eliminateeliminate /|lmnet/ (eliminates, elim-
inating, eliminated) verb 1. to remove
something that is not wanted � Using a
computer should eliminate all possibility

of error. � Smallpox has been eliminated in
most parts of the world. 2. to remove some-
one from a competition [~from] � He came
last and so was eliminated from the next
round of the contest.
eliminationelimination / |�lm |neʃ(ə)n/ noun the
act of eliminating
elisionelision / |l�(ə)n/ noun the omission of an
element of a word or phrase
eliteelite / |li
t/ noun a group of people with
more privileges than most others
elitismelitism / |li
tz(ə)m/ noun a system of
giving more privileges to a small group of
people
elitistelitist / |li
tst/ adj believing that an elite
should have most power in a group or soci-
ety
ElizabethanElizabethan / |�lzə|bi
θ(ə)n/ adj refer-
ring to the time of Queen Elizabeth I (1558
– 1603)
ellipseellipse / |lps/ noun an oval shape
ellipticalelliptical / |lptk(ə)l/ adj 1. oval � The
comet follows an elliptical orbit round the
sun. 2. difficult to understand because of a
missing word or phrase
elmelm /elm/ noun a large hardwood tree
which grows in temperate areas
elocutionelocution /�elə|kju
ʃ(ə)n/ noun the art
of speaking in a clear and elegant way
elongatedelongated /i
lɒŋ(etd/ adj longer than
normal
elopeelope / |ləυp/ (elopes, eloping, eloped)
verb to run away to get married
eloquenteloquent /eləkwənt/ adj convincing and
persuasive
else

� else /els/ adv other (used after pro-
nouns) � What else can I say? � Everyone
else had already left. � Who else was at the
meeting? � or else or if not � We could do
it now, or else wait till John comes. � You
must have a ticket, or else you will be
thrown off the train by the inspector.
elsewhere

� elsewhere /els |weə/ adv somewhere
else, in another place � This shop doesn’t
stock maps, so you’ll have to try elsewhere.
ELTELT abbr English Language Teaching �

She’s an ELT specialist.
elucidateelucidate / |lu
sdet/ (elucidates, elu-
cidating, elucidated) verb to make some-
thing clear or easy to understand
eludeelude / |lu
d/ (eludes, eluding, eluded)
verb 1. (of a fact or word) to be difficult to
remember � Her name eludes me. 2. to
avoid being caught � The protestors man-
aged to elude the security guards.
elusiveelusive / |lu
sv/ adj difficult to find
’em’em /əm/ contr them (informal )
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emaciated

emaciated / |�meʃietd/ adj extremely
thin
emaciation

emaciation / |	mesi |�eʃ(ə)n/ noun be-
ing emaciated
email

email /�imel/, e-mail noun 1. a system of
sending messages from one computer to
another, using telephone lines � You can
contact me by phone or email if you want.
� I’ll give you my email address. 2. a mes-
sage sent by email � I had two emails from
him this morning. � verb (emails, email-
ing, emailed, emailing; e-mails, e-mail-
ing, e-mailed, e-mailing) to send a mes-
sage to someone using email � I emailed
him about the meeting.
emanate

emanate /�emənet/ (emanating, ema-
nated) verb � to emanate from to come
from somewhere (formal) � the smell of on-
ions emanating from the kitchen � Some of
these ideas emanate from the government’s
own think tank.
emancipation

emancipation / |	m�ns |�peʃ(ə)n/ noun
the process of making someone free, or
giving someone the right to equal status
(NOTE: + emancipate v)
embalm

embalm /m |�bɑm/ (embalms, embalm-
ing, embalmed) verb to treat a dead body
with chemicals to preserve it
embankment

embankment /m|�b�ŋkmənt/ noun a
wall made along a river bank to prevent the
river from overflowing � Entire fields were
flooded when the river embankment col-
lapsed.
embargo

embargo /m|�bɑ�əυ/ (plural embar-
goes) noun an official ban on trade � The
oil embargo is still in place. � to lift an
embargo to allow trade to start again � The
government has lifted the embargo on the
export of weapons. � to be under an em-
bargo to be forbidden
embark

� embark /m|�bɑk/ (embarks, embark-
ing, embarked) verb 1. to go on to a ship or
an aircraft � The passengers embarked at
Southampton. 2. � to embark on or upon
something to start a project � The council
has embarked on the redevelopment of the
town centre. � We’d better not embark on
something new until we have finished this
job.
embarrass

� embarrass /m|�b�rəs/ (embarrass-
es, embarrassing, embarrassed) verb to
make someone feel uncomfortable in front
of other people, e.g. by talking about some-
thing that they would prefer other people
not to know about

embarrassed

� embarrassed /m|�b�rəst/ adj un-
comfortable or ashamed, and not knowing
what to do � She gave an embarrassed
laugh, and said she had forgotten to bring
the present. � He was so embarrassed that
he turned bright red.
embarrassing

� embarrassing /m |�b�rəsŋ/ adj
making a person feel embarrassed � It was
very embarrassing when he told everyone
about my mistake.
embarrassment

� embarrassment /m |�b�rəsmənt/
noun a feeling of being worried and
ashamed
embassy

embassy /�embəsi/ (plural embassies)
noun the home or offices of an ambassador
embattled

embattled /m|�b�t(ə)ld/ adj constantly
criticised
embed

embed /m |�bed/ (embeds, embedding,
embedded) verb to fix something into a
mass such as concrete or flesh
embedded

embedded /m|�bedd/ adj fixed in a
mass of something
embellish

embellish /m|�belʃ/ (embellishes, em-
bellishing, embellished) verb 1. to add de-
tails which are not true � He embellished
the story of the rescue with details of how
he had climbed down the cliff. 2. to deco-
rate something or to make something beau-
tiful � The ceiling was embellished with
gold leaf.
embellishment

embellishment /m |�belʃmənt/ noun a
decoration, an improvement to make
something look beautiful � The embellish-
ment of the ceiling with gold leaf.
embers

embers /�embəz/ plural noun red hot
pieces of wood or coal � She poured water
on the embers of the bonfire.
embezzle

embezzle /m |�bez(ə)l/ (embezzles, em-
bezzling, embezzled) verb to use money
which is not yours, or which you are look-
ing after for someone (NOTE: + embezzle-
ment n)
embittered

embittered /m|�btəd/ adj made bitter
emblazoned

emblazoned /m|�blez(ə)nd/ adj deco-
rated in a very noticeable way
emblem

emblem /�embləm/ noun a design which
is used as the symbol of a country, team or
town
embodiment

embodiment /m|�bɒdmənt/ noun a
physical expression of an idea
embody

embody /m|�bɒdi/ (embodies, embody-
ing, embodied) verb to show an idea in a
physical form � She embodies all the best
qualities of a children’s doctor.
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embolismembolism /embəlz(ə)m/ noun the
blocking of a blood vessel by a blood clot
or a bubble of air
embossemboss /m|bɒs/ (embosses, emboss-
ing, embossed) verb to raise a design
above a flat surface by pressing
embraceembrace /m|bres/ (embraces, em-
bracing, embraced) verb 1. to hold and
kiss someone to show affection � They em-
braced for several minutes before he got on
the train. 2. to become a convert to a belief
(formal) � He embraced communism when
he was at university. (NOTE: + embrace n)
embroiderembroider /m|brɔdə/ (embroiders,
embroidering, embroidered) verb 1. to
make artistic patterns by sewing with col-
oured threads on cloth � She embroidered
a tablecloth for her mother. 2. to invent ex-
tra details and add them to a story � He em-
broidered the story of his escape from pris-
on with details of how he overpowered
three guards and stole their guns.
embroideryembroidery /m |brɔdəri/ noun 1. the
art of sewing decorations on cloth � She
went to embroidery classes. 2. sewn deco-
rations � We admired the delicate embroi-
dery on the tablecloth. � needlework
embroiledembroiled /m|brɔld/ adj involved in an
awkward situation
embryoembryo /embriəυ/ (plural embryos)
noun the first state of a living organism � a
human embryo
embryologyembryology /�embri |ɒləd�i/ noun the
study of the development of embryos
embryonicembryonic /�embri |ɒnk/ adj at a very
early stage of development
emeraldemerald /em(ə)rəld/ noun a green pre-
cious stone � Her crown was studded with
emeralds.
emerge

� emerge / |m#
d�/ (emerges, emerg-
ing, emerged) verb 1. to come into exist-
ence as something [~as] � It was only after
the election that he emerged as party lead-
er. 2. to become known [~that] � It soon
emerged that the Prime Minister knew
nothing about what was happening.
emergence

� emergence / |m#
d�əns/ noun the
act of emerging
emergency

� emergency / |m#
d�ənsi/ noun a
dangerous situation such as a fire or an ac-
cident, where decisions have to be taken
quickly � Phone for an ambulance – this is
an emergency!
emergency exitemergency exit / |�m#
d�ənsi e(zt/
noun a door used in an emergency
emergency roomemergency room / |m#
d�ənsi ru
m/
noun US the department of a hospital

which treats emergency cases (NOTE: The
British term is A&E.)
emergency servicesemergency services / |m#
d�ənsi
�s#
vsz/ plural noun the police, fire serv-
ice and ambulance service
emergentemergent / |m#
d�ənt/ adj in a very ear-
ly stage of development
emergingemerging / |m#
d�ŋ/ adj starting to ap-
pear, occur or develop
emigrantemigrant /em(rənt/ noun a person
who emigrates. Compare immigrant
emigrateemigrate /em(ret/ (emigrates, emi-
grating, emigrated) verb to leave your
country to live in another. Compare immi-
grate (NOTE: + emigration n)
émigréémigré /em(re/ noun a person who has
emigrated for political reasons
eminenteminent /emnənt/ adj important and
very highly respected
eminentlyeminently /emnəntli/ adv extremely
(formal)
emissionemission / |mʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the process
of emitting � They are trying to reduce the
emission of carbon monoxide from vehi-
cles. 2. a substance which is emitted � Gas
emissions can cause acid rain.
emitemit / |mt/ (emits, emitting, emitted)
verb to send out something such as a sound,
a signal or smoke
emoticonemoticon / |məυtkɒn/ noun a symbolic
picture representing an emotion, made
from computer keyboard characters such
as :(
emotion

� emotion / |məυʃ(ə)n/ noun a strong
feeling � Hatred and love are two of the
most powerful emotions. � He tried to hide
his emotions when he made his speech.
emotional

� emotional /|məυʃ(ə)n(ə)l/ adj caus-
ing you to feel emotion, or showing emo-
tion � Saying goodbye was an emotional
time for us all. � The music made her feel
very emotional and she started to cry.
emotiveemotive / |məυtv/ adj likely to cause
strong feeling
empathiseempathise /empəθaz/ (empathises,
empathising, empathised), empathize
(empathizing, empathized) verb to feel
empathy
empathyempathy /empəθi/ noun the ability to
share the feelings of another person, by im-
agining yourself as that person
emperoremperor /emp(ə)rə/ noun the ruler of an
empire
emphasis

� emphasis /emfəss/ noun 1. the act
of showing the importance of something,
usually in speech [~on] � Don’t put too
much emphasis on his age. � She banged
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the table for emphasis as she spoke. 2. how
loud your voice is when you pronounce a
word or phrase � Everyone noticed the em-
phasis he gave to the word ‘peaceful’.
emphasise

� emphasise /emfəsaz/ (emphasis-
es, emphasising, emphasised), empha-
size verb to show how important you feel
something is, by saying it more loudly or
slowly � Please emphasise that the meet-
ing must start on time. � He emphasised
the importance of everyone working to-
gether. � She kept on emphasising the same
point over and over again.
emphaticemphatic /m |f�tk/ adj using emphasis
emphysemaemphysema /�emf |si
mə/ noun a con-
dition where the surface of the lungs is re-
duced, making it difficult to breathe
empire

� empire /empaə/ noun a group of sep-
arate countries ruled by a central govern-
ment � We’re studying the history of the
British Empire. � The Soviet empire cov-
ered a huge area from the Pacific Ocean to
the middle of Europe.
empiricalempirical /m |prk(ə)l/ adj based on
practical experiment and not on theory
employ

� employ /m |plɔ/ (employs, employ-
ing, employed) verb 1. to give someone
regular paid work � He is employed as a
gardener by the duke. � She is employed in
the textile industry. 2. to use something
(formal) � If we were to employ more up-to-
date methods, would we make more mon-
ey? � How can we best employ our free
time on Sunday?
employedemployed /m |plɔd/ adj in regular paid
work � Please state the occupations of the
employed members of your household.
employee

� employee /m |plɔi
/ noun a person
who is employed � The company has de-
cided to take on twenty new employees.
employer

� employer /m|plɔə/ noun a person or
organisation that gives work to people and
pays them � Her employer was a Hong
Kong businessman. � The car factory is the
biggest employer in the area.
employment

� employment /m |plɔmənt/ noun
regular paid work
emporiumemporium /m|pɔ
riəm/ noun a large
shop
empowerempower /m|paυə/ (empowers, em-
powering, empowered) verb to give some-
one the power to do something
empowermentempowerment /m |paυəmənt/ noun
the act of giving power to someone
empressempress /emprs/, Empress noun 1. a
woman who rules an empire � Queen Vic-
toria was Empress of India. 2. the wife or

widow of an emperor � When the emperor
died, the empress decided to rule the coun-
try.
empty

� empty /empti/ adj (emptier, emptiest)
with nothing inside, or with no people
present � When we opened it, the box was
empty. � Take an empty pot and fill it with
soil. � The fridge is empty – we’ll have to
go out to eat. � The ski resorts are empty
because there is no snow. � verb (empties,
emptying, emptied) to make something
empty � She emptied the clothes out of the
suitcase. � He emptied the bottle into the
sink. � They emptied the contents of the
petty cash box into a bag.
empty-handedempty-handed /�empti h�ndd/ adj
having obtained nothing
emuemu /i
mju
/ noun a large Australian bird
which cannot fly
emulateemulate /emjυlet/ (emulates, emulat-
ing, emulated) verb to try to do as well as
or better than someone else (formal)
emulsifyemulsify /|m�lsfa/ (emulsifies, emul-
sifying, emulsified) verb to mix two liq-
uids which cannot unite completely, such
as oil and water
emulsionemulsion / |m�lʃən/ noun a mixture of
two liquids which do not unite completely,
such as oil and water
enable

� enable /n|eb(ə)l/ (enables, ena-
bling, enabled) verb to make it possible for
someone to do something � The dictionary
should enable you to understand English
better.
enactenact /n|�kt/ (enacts, enacting, enact-
ed) verb to make a law
enamelenamel / |n�m(ə)l/ noun 1. a very hard
covering of colour � The enamel of the
painting had begun to crack. 2. the hard
coating on the teeth � If the enamel of a
tooth gets damaged the tooth will soon
start to discolour.
en blocen bloc /ɒŋ blɒk/ adv all together as a
group
encampmentencampment /n |k�mpmənt/ noun a
large camp
encapsulateencapsulate /n|k�psjυlet/ (encap-
sulates, encapsulating, encapsulated)
verb to summarise something; to put some-
thing in a shorter form
encaseencase /n|kes/ (encases, encasing,
encased) verb to completely surround
something with a substance � encased in
concrete
enchantenchant /n|tʃɑ
nt/ (enchants, enchant-
ing, enchanted) verb to delight and attract
someone
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enchanted

enchanted /n|tʃɑ
ntd/ adj very
pleased
enchantingenchanting /n |tʃɑ
ntŋ/ adj very beau-
tiful
enchantment

enchantment /n |tʃɑ
ntmənt/ noun a
mysterious and magic feeling
encircleencircle /n |s#
k(ə)l/ (encircles, encir-
cling, encircled) verb to surround some-
thing completely
enclave

enclave /eŋklev/ noun a small group of
people or small area completely surround-
ed by another quite different and larger
group or area
enclose

� enclose /n |kləυz/ (encloses, enclos-
ing, enclosed) verb 1. to put something in-
side an envelope with a letter � I am en-
closing a copy of our current catalogue. �

Please find our cheque enclosed herewith.
2. to put a wall or fence round an area of
land � The garden is enclosed by high brick
walls.
enclosed

enclosed /n|kləυzd/ adj surrounded on
all sides � an enclosed space
enclosureenclosure /n |kləυ�ə/ noun a document
enclosed with a letter � Please find details
in the accompanying enclosure.
encode

� encode /n |kəυd/ (encodes, encod-
ing, encoded) verb to write something in a
code so that it cannot be read or used by
other people
encompassencompass /n |k�mpəs/ (encompass-
es, encompassing, encompassed) verb
to include something (formal )
encoreencore /ɒŋkɔ
/ noun 1. a call by the au-
dience for a performer to repeat a song or a
piece of music � The crowd’s cries of ‘En-
core’ were simply deafening. 2. a song or a
piece of music repeated at the request of
the audience � At the end of the concert she
played or sang two encores.
encounter

� encounter /n |kaυntə/ (encounters,
encountering, encountered) verb to meet
someone or something � On the journey we
encountered several amusing people. � I
have never encountered such hospitality
anywhere else.
encourage

� encourage /n |k�rd�/ (encourages,
encouraging, encouraged) verb 1. to
make it easier for something to happen �

Leaving your credit cards on your desk en-
courages people to steal or encourages
stealing. 2. to help someone to do some-
thing by giving them confidence � He en-
couraged me to apply for the job. � I al-
ways felt encouraged by his interest in
what I was doing.

encouragementencouragement /n |k�rd�mənt/
noun the act of giving someone the confi-
dence to do something
encouraging

� encouraging /n |k�rd�ŋ/ adj
which encourages
encroachencroach /n|krəυtʃ/ (encroaches, en-
croaching, encroached) verb to take over
someone else’s space [~on/upon] � Their
new wall had encroached on our land. �

She accused the professor of encroaching
upon her area of study.
encrustedencrusted /n |kr�std/ adj covered with
a hard substance
encumbranceencumbrance /n|k�mbrəns/ noun a
thing which prevents you from moving or
doing something
encyclopediaencyclopedia /nsaklə |pi
diə/, ency-
clopaedia noun 1. a reference book con-
taining articles on many subjects of human
knowledge, usually presented in alphabeti-
cal order 2. a reference book containing ar-
ticles on a single subject, arranged usually
in alphabetical order � a gardening ency-
clopedia � the encyclopedia of sport
encyclopedicencyclopedic /nsaklə |pi
dk/, ency-
clopaedic adj like an encyclopedia
end

� end /end/ noun 1. the last part of some-
thing � She tied the two ends of the ribbon
together. � The telephone rang and I
missed the end of the TV programme. � Go
down to the end of the road and then turn
right. � to come to an end to be finished �
The work should come to an end next
month. 2. the final part of a period of time
� Can you wait until the end of the week?
� verb (ends, ending, ended) when some-
thing ends, it reaches the point when it
stops happening � The film ends with a
wedding. � The meeting ended with every-
one fighting on the floor. � The concert
should end at about 10 o’clock. � The
game ended in a draw. � in the end finally,
at last � In the end the teacher let him go
home. � In the end the shop had to call in
the police. � to make ends meet to have
just enough money to live on � I’m having
trouble making ends meet. � no end of
very many (informal) � The car’s caused us
no end of problems.

end up phrasal verb to finish in a partic-
ular situation

endangerendanger /n |dend�ə/ (endangers, en-
dangering, endangered) verb to put some-
one or something in danger
endangered speciesendangered species /n |�dend�əd
spi
ʃi
z/ noun a species of animal or plant
at risk of dying completely

Intermediate.fm  Page 211  Monday, August 23, 2004  5:36 PM



endear 212
endearendear /n |də/ (endears, endearing, en-
deared) verb � to endear someone to
someone to make someone loved � The old
teacher endeared herself to generations of
children.
endearingendearing /n |dərŋ/ adj liked by other
people � an endearing manner
endearmentendearment /n|dəmənt/ noun some-
thing that you say that shows that you like
or love someone
endeavourendeavour /n |devə/ (endeavours, en-
deavouring, endeavoured) verb to try very
hard to do something (formal) � He endeav-
oured to contact her by both phone and fax.
(NOTE: The US spelling is endeavor.)
endemicendemic /en |demk/ adj 1. (of a pest or
disease) very common in certain places �
This disease is endemic to Mediterranean
countries. 2. (of a plant or animal) existing
in a certain area
ending

� ending /endŋ/ noun the way a story
finishes � I like films which have a happy
ending. � He told us so much of the story
that we could guess the ending.
endlessendless /endləs/ adj with no apparent
end
endorseendorse /n |dɔ
s/ (endorses, endors-
ing, endorsed) verb 1. to officially mark or
sign the back of a document (NOTE: + en-
dorsement n) 2. to show approval of � I
heartily endorse what has just been said. �
They asked us to endorse Mrs Martin as the
local candidate.
endowendow /n|daυ/ (endows, endowing, en-
dowed) verb to give money which will pro-
vide a regular income for an organisation
such as a school or hospital � In her will,
she left money to endow a new ward in the
children’s hospital.
end productend product /�end prɒd�kt/ noun the
result at the end of a process or discussion
� He works hard, but the end product isn’t
always satisfactory.
end resultend result /end r|z�lt/ noun the result
at the end of a process or discussion
enduranceendurance /n |djυərəns/ noun the abil-
ity to accept and live with something diffi-
cult or unpleasant
endureendure /n|djυə/ (endures, enduring,
endured) verb 1. to accept and live with
something difficult or unpleasant � The
prisoners had to endure great hardship. �

The pain was more than she could endure.
2. to last � The memory of that day will en-
dure for ever in my mind.
enduringenduring /n |djυərŋ/ adj which contin-
ues for a long time

enemy

� enemy /enəmi/ (plural enemies) noun
a person or country that is not on friendly
terms with another, and may try to harm
them � Did your husband have many ene-
mies?
energeticenergetic /�enə |d�etk/ adj active and
lively
energiseenergise /enəd�az/ (energises, ener-
gising, energised), energize verb to make
someone more energetic
energy

� energy /enəd�i/ noun 1. the force or
strength of a person � He used up a lot of
energy rushing around doing the Christ-
mas shopping. � She put all her energies
into her art gallery. 2. a power which
makes something work � the use of atomic
energy or nuclear energy to make electric-
ity � We try to save energy by switching off
the lights when the rooms are empty. �
Trams are an energy-efficient method of
public transport.
energy-savingenergy-saving /enəd�i �sevŋ/ adj de-
signed to use less energy
enforceenforce /n |fɔ
s/ (enforces, enforcing,
enforced) verb to make sure a rule is
obeyed (NOTE: + enforcement n)
enfranchiseenfranchise /n|fr�ntʃaz/ (enfran-
chises, enfranchising, enfranchised)
verb to give someone the right to vote in
elections
engage

� engage /n|(ed�/ (engages, engag-
ing, engaged) verb 1. to employ a worker
(formal ) � We have engaged a lawyer to
represent us. � The company has engaged
twenty new salesmen. 2. to make parts of a
machine fit into each other � The gears
aren’t properly engaged.
engaged

� engaged /n|(ed�d/ adj 1. having of-
ficially stated your intention to marry � She
was engaged to Tom and then broke it off.
� John and Sue are engaged: they got en-
gaged last week. 2. busy or occupied � You
can’t speak to the manager – his line is en-
gaged.
engagement

� engagement /n |(ed�mənt/ noun 1.
a statement that you intend to get married
[~to] � My son has announced his engage-
ment to Pam. � Their engagement was an-
nounced in the local paper. 2. an appoint-
ment � I have no engagements for the rest
of the day. � She noted the appointment in
her engagements diary. � to have a prior
engagement to already have an appoint-
ment at the same time as one that is being
suggested � I can’t meet you tonight – I
have a prior engagement.
engagingengaging /n|(ed�ŋ/ adj charming
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engenderengender /n|d�endə/ (engenders, en-
gendering, engendered) verb to produce
something such as a feeling (formal)
engine

� engine /end�n/ noun 1. a machine
which powers or drives something � The
car may need a new engine, I’m afraid. �

Early industrial equipment was powered
by steam engines. 2. a vehicle which pulls
a train
engineer

� engineer /�end�|nə/ noun 1. a per-
son who looks after and repairs technical
equipment � There are not enough tele-
phone engineers in the area. � The photo-
copier’s broken down again – we’ll have to
call the engineer. 2. a person whose job is
to design mechanical, electrical or indus-
trial equipment � verb (engineers, engi-
neering, engineered) to arrange some-
thing secretly � She engineered the dis-
missal of one of her colleagues.
engineering

� engineering /�end� |nərŋ/ noun the
science or study of the design of technical
equipment � The college offers courses in
electrical engineering.
EnglandEngland /ŋlənd/ noun a country in the
southern part of the island of Great Britain,
the largest country in the United Kingdom
(NOTE: England is often used instead of
Great Britain, and this is a mistake, as Eng-
land is only one part of Great Britain; note
also the capital: London; people: the Eng-
lish; language: English; currency: pound
sterling)
English

� English /ŋ(lʃ/ adj relating to Eng-
land (NOTE: English is often used instead of
British and this is a mistake as England is
only one part of Great Britain. Do not say the
English Prime Minister, say the British
Prime Minister.) � noun the English lan-
guage as a subject of study in school or
university � She’s good at maths but not so
good at English. � As well as teaching
English, he also teaches drama. � Mr
Smith is our English teacher. � She gives
English lessons at home in the evenings. �
There are twenty students in my English
class.
English breakfastEnglish breakfast /�ŋ(lʃ brekfəst/
noun a cooked breakfast with bacon, eggs,
sausages, mushrooms and tomatoes
EnglishmanEnglishman /ŋ(lʃmən/ (plural Eng-
lishmen) noun a man from England
EnglishwomanEnglishwoman /ŋ(lʃwυmən/ (plural
Englishwomen) noun a woman from Eng-
land
engraveengrave /n|(rev/ (engraves, engrav-
ing, engraved) verb to cut a pattern or let-

ters onto a hard surface (NOTE: + engraver
n)
engravingengraving /n|(revŋ/ noun a picture
made by printing from a plate that has been
engraved
engrossedengrossed /n |(rəυst/ adj totally inter-
ested in something
engrossingengrossing /n |(rəυsŋ/ adj very inter-
esting
engulfengulf /n |(�lf/ (engulfs, engulfing, en-
gulfed) verb 1. to completely cover and kill
or destroy someone or something � Two
villages were engulfed in mud. 2. to over-
whelm someone or something � She was
engulfed by feelings of remorse.
enhance

� enhance /n |hɑ
ns/ (enhances, en-
hancing, enhanced) verb to increase the
value or power of something � Slot in this
new memory board to enhance your com-
puter memory. � He took drugs to enhance
his performance as an athlete.
enhancementenhancement /n |hɑ
nsmənt/ noun an
improvement in something such as quality
or value
enigmaenigma /|n(mə/ noun a mystery or puz-
zle
enigmaticenigmatic /�en( |m�tk/ adj mysterious
and difficult to understand
enjoy

� enjoy /n|d�ɔ/ (enjoys, enjoying, en-
joyed) verb 1. to get pleasure from some-
thing � Have you enjoyed the holiday so
far? � When he asked them if they had en-
joyed the film they all answered ‘no’. � She
doesn’t enjoy sailing because it make her
seasick. � to enjoy yourself to have a good
time � We enjoyed ourselves so much that
we’re going to the same place for our hol-
iday next year. 2. to have a good feature or
quality (formal ) � The house enjoys beauti-
ful views of the mountains.
enjoyable

� enjoyable /n|d�ɔəb(ə)l/ adj giving
pleasure
enjoyment

� enjoyment /n|d�ɔmənt/ noun
pleasure
enlargeenlarge /n |lɑ
d�/ (enlarges, enlarging,
enlarged) verb to make something bigger �
Could you enlarge this photograph?
enlargementenlargement /n |lɑ
d�mənt/ noun a
bigger photograph than the original
enlightenedenlightened /n |lat(ə)nd/ adj without
any prejudice; holding modern ideas
enlightenmentenlightenment /n |lat(ə)nmənt/ noun
knowledge, absence of ignorance � In his
search for enlightenment he visited the
Buddhist monks of the Himalayas.
enlistenlist /n |lst/ (enlists, enlisting, enlist-
ed) verb to join up voluntarily as a member
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of the armed forces � He left school at 18
and enlisted as a soldier for five years.
enlivenenliven /n |lav(ə)n/ (enlivens, enliven-
ing, enlivened) verb to make someone or
something more lively
en masseen masse /ɒn m�s/ adv all together in
a crowd
enmityenmity /enmti/ noun hatred towards
someone (NOTE: You experience enmity to-
wards someone.)
enormityenormity / |nɔ
mti/ noun the large size
of something which is bad or wrong
enormous

� enormous / |nɔ
məs/ adj of an ex-
tremely large size � The house is absolute-
ly enormous. � He ate an enormous lunch.
� The present was an enormous surprise.
enormously

� enormously / |nɔ
məsli/ adv very
much
enough

� enough / |n�f/ adj as much as is need-
ed � Have you got enough money for your
fare or to pay your fare? � There isn’t
enough light to take photographs. � pron as
much of something as is needed � I had
£20 in my purse to pay the taxi, but it
wasn’t enough. � Have you all had enough
to eat? � adv as much as is needed � This
box isn’t big enough for all these books. �
He doesn’t work fast enough.
enquire

� enquire /ŋ|kwaə/ verb another spell-
ing of inquire
enquiryenquiry /n |kwari/ (plural enquiries)
noun another spelling of inquiry
enrageenrage /n |red�/ (enrages, enraging,
enraged) verb to make someone very an-
gry
enrichenrich /n|rtʃ/ (enriches, enriching, en-
riched) verb 1. to make someone or some-
thing richer � He has no scruples about en-
riching himself at other people’s expense.
2. to make something more fertile � Learn-
ing French has enriched his life. � Some
crops, such as beans, enrich the soil. (NOTE:
+ enrichment n) 3. to benefit someone or
something
enrolenrol /n |rəυl/ (enrols, enrolling, en-
rolled) verb to admit or be admitted as a
new member or new student (NOTE: The US
spelling is enroll.)
enrolmentenrolment /n|rəυlmənt/ noun the ac-
tion of admitting new members or new stu-
dents � Enrolment starts next Saturday.
(NOTE: no plural in this meaning. The US
spelling is enrollment.)
en routeen route /ɒn ru
t/ adv on the way [~to] �
We’ll eat en route. � The tanker sank en
route to the Gulf.

ensembleensemble /ɒn|sɒmbəl/ noun 1. a small
group of musicians or singers � a jazz en-
semble � An ensemble played music by
Mozart. 2. a set of women’s clothes which
match � She lost the hat that went with her
ensemble and couldn’t find another one to
match. 3. a group of things which go to-
gether to form a whole � The whole ensem-
ble of church, cottages and pub looks just
like a postcard.
enshrineenshrine /n|ʃran/ (enshrines, en-
shrining, enshrined) verb to make some-
thing a legal right that cannot be taken
away
enslaveenslave /n |slev/ (enslaves, enslaving,
enslaved) verb 1. make someone into a
slave 2. to control someone, taking away
their freedom
ensueensue /n |sju
/ (ensues, ensuing, en-
sued) verb to follow, or happen as a result
of something
ensuing

ensuing /n |sju
ŋ/ adj which follows
en-suiteen-suite /�ɒn swi
t/ adj, adv attached to
a bedroom � a bedroom with an en-suite
shower room
ensure

� ensure /n |ʃυə/ (ensures, ensuring,
ensured) verb to make sure of something
[~(that)] � When taking a shower, please
ensure that the shower curtain is inside the
bath. (NOTE: Do not confuse with insure.
Note also: ensures – ensuring – ensured.)
entailentail /n |tel/ (entails, entailing, en-
tailed) verb to involve having or doing
something (formal)
entangleentangle /n |t�ŋ(əl/ (entangles, entan-
gling, entangled) verb 1. to catch or tie up
something in � Her dress became entan-
gled in the machinery. � The propeller was
entangled in seaweed. 2. to put someone in
a situation from which it is difficult to es-
cape � He became emotionally entangled
with a colleague. � The country is in dan-
ger of getting entangled in the war.
enter

� enter /entə/ verb (enters, entering,
entered) 1. to go into or to come into a
place � He took off his hat as he entered the
church. � Did they stamp your passport
when you entered the country? 2. to decide
to take part in a race or competition � She
has entered the 2,000 metres. 3. to write in-
formation on a book or a form, or to type
information into a computer system � We
will just enter your name and address on
the computer. � noun the key on a keyboard
which you press when you have finished
keying something, or when you want to
start a new line � To log on to the system,
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type your password and press enter. �

entrance1, entry
enterprise

� enterprise /entəpraz/ noun 1. a
business venture, especially something
that involves some risk � Their latest enter-
prise is importing carpets from Turkey. 2. a
method of organising business � The state
should not interfere with free enterprise. 3.
a commercial firm, a business organisation
� They have merged with another huge in-
dustrial enterprise.
enterprisingenterprising /entəprazŋ/ adj using
initiative
entertainentertain /�entə|ten/ (entertains, en-
tertaining, entertained) verb 1. to perform,
e.g. by telling stories to people or making
them laugh � He entertained us with sto-
ries of his life in the army. � We hired a
clown to entertain the children. � The tour-
ists were entertained by the local dance
troupe. 2. to have someone as a guest and
offer them a meal and drinks, and some-
times a place to sleep � They’re entertain-
ing some Swedish friends this evening.
entertainerentertainer /�entə|tenə/ noun a person
who entertains people, especially as a job
entertaining

� entertaining /�entə |tenŋ/ adj amus-
ing
entertainment

� entertainment /�entə|tenmənt/
noun things such as films and shows that
people enjoy watching � She sang for their
entertainment. � There’s not much enter-
tainment in the village – the nearest cine-
ma is 25km away.
enthralenthral /n|θrɔ
l/ (enthrals, enthralling,
enthralled) verb to keep someone’s atten-
tion (NOTE: The US spelling is enthrall.)
enthusiasm

� enthusiasm /n |θju
zi�z(ə)m/ noun
great interest and liking [~for] � We suc-
ceeded, thanks to the enthusiasm and hard
work of a small group of members. � She
showed a lot of enthusiasm for our new
project.
enthusiastenthusiast /n |θju
zi�st/ noun a person
who shows great interest in something
enthusiastic

� enthusiastic /n |�θju
zi |�stk/ adj
showing great interest and approval � The
editor was very enthusiastic about my
book. � There were enthusiastic cheers at
the end of the performance.
enticeentice /n|tas/ (entices, enticing, en-
ticed) verb to attract or to tempt someone
to do something
entire

� entire /n |taə/ adj whole � We spent
the entire day gardening. � The entire cast
came on the stage and bowed to the audi-
ence.

entirely

� entirely /n |taəli/ adv completely � I
agree with you entirely. � This is an entire-
ly separate problem.
entiretyentirety /n |taərti/ noun a full amount
� in its entirety completely � He read the
book in its entirety.
entitle

� entitle /n|tat(ə)l/ (entitles, entitling,
entitled) verb 1. to give someone the right
to � I am entitled to five weeks’ holiday a
year. 2. to give a title to something � Tol-
stoy wrote a book entitled ‘War and Peace’.
entitlemententitlement /n |tat(ə)lmənt/ noun a
right to have something
entity

� entity /entti/ (plural entities) noun a
thing which exists as a separate unit
entourageentourage /ɒntυrɑ
�/ noun a group of
people such as secretaries, assistants and
advisers surrounding an important person
entranceentrance1 /entrəns/ noun a door for go-
ing in � Let’s meet at the side entrance of
the museum, near the café.
entranceentrance2 /n|trɑ
ns/ (entrances, en-
trancing, entranced) verb to make some-
one very interested and happy � His sing-
ing entranced his audience.
entrancedentranced /n|trɑ
nst/ adj giving all
your attention to something enjoyable
entrantentrant /entrənt/ noun a person who
takes part in a race, examination or compe-
tition � There are over a thousand entrants
for the race.
entrepreneurentrepreneur /�ɒntrəprə|n#
/ noun a
person who directs a company and takes
risks commercially
entrustentrust /n |tr�st/ (entrusts, entrusting,
entrusted) verb � to entrust something to
someone, to entrust someone with some-
thing to give someone the responsibility
for looking after something � She entrust-
ed the care of her children to her brother. �
He was entrusted with the keys to the office
safe. � Why did she entrust him with all her
money?
entry

� entry /entri/ (plural entries) noun 1.
the act of going into a place [~to/into] � Her
entry into the hall was greeted with ap-
plause. � The sign on the door said ‘No En-
try’. 2. the door or opening where you go
into a place [~to/into] � The entry to the
cave was blocked by rocks. 3. a piece of in-
formation in something such as a diction-
ary, or in a computer system [~to/into] � She
looked up the entry on ‘roses’ in the gar-
dening encyclopedia.
entwineentwine /n |twan/ (entwines, entwin-
ing, entwined) verb to twist two things to-
gether
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envelopenvelop /n |veləp/ (envelops, envelop-
ing, enveloped) verb to cover something;
to surround something with a covering
envelope

� envelope /envələυp/ noun a folded
paper cover for sending letters in � She
wrote the address on the envelope and
sealed it. � She wrote down all the infor-
mation on the back of an envelope.
enviableenviable /enviəb(ə)l/ adj causing envy
enviousenvious /enviəs/ adj feeling or showing
in an unhappy way that you would like to
have something that someone else has
environment

� environment /n |varənmənt/ noun
1. the conditions in which we live and work
� an urban/rural environment � The envi-
ronment in the office is stuffy and hot. � the
working environment the general sur-
roundings in which a person works 2. the
natural features and resources of the earth,
including animals and plants � The action
plan is designed to prevent future damage
to the environment.
environmental

� environmental /n|�varən |ment(ə)l/
adj relating to the environment � measures
taken to protect against environmental pol-
lution � She’s joined an environmental
group.
environmentalistenvironmentalist /n |�varən |

ment(ə)lst/ noun a person who is con-
cerned with protecting the environment
environmentally friendlyenvironmentally friendly /n |

�varənment(ə)li frendli/ adj minimising
harm to the natural environment
envisage

� envisage /n |vzd�/ (envisages, en-
visaging, envisaged) verb to imagine
something in your mind which could pos-
sibly happen in the future
envisionenvision /n |v�(ə)n/ (envisions, envi-
sioning, envisioned) verb US same as en-
visage
envoy

� envoy /envɔ/ noun a person sent offi-
cially by one country to another
envyenvy /envi/ noun an unhappy feeling that
you would like to have something which
someone else has � Her beautiful long
dark hair filled us all with envy. � verb (en-
vies, envying, envied) to have the unhappy
feeling that you would like to have some-
thing that someone else has � I don’t envy
him with a job like that! � to envy someone
something to want to have something
which someone else has � We all envy Sue
her new car.
enzyme

� enzyme /enzam/ noun a protein pro-
duced by living cells which makes other
substances change, as when digestion takes
place

ephemeralephemeral / |femərəl/ adj not lasting for
a long time
epicepic /epk/ noun a long poem or film, es-
pecially about war � There’s an old Holly-
wood epic on TV this afternoon. � The
reading was an extract from Homer’s epic,
the ‘Iliad’.
epidemicepidemic /�ep|demk/ noun 1. the
spread of an infectious disease quickly
through a large number of people 2. a sud-
den increase in something [~of] � an epi-
demic of car thefts � adj affecting very
many people
epilepsyepilepsy /eplepsi/ noun a disorder of
the nervous system in which a person suf-
fers convulsions and loss of consciousness
epilepticepileptic /�ep |leptk/ noun a person
who has epilepsy (NOTE: Many people avoid
using this word, as it causes offence, and
prefer to say a person with epilepsy.)
epilogueepilogue /eplɒ(/ noun a short text at
the end of a long book or play. Compare
prologue (NOTE: The US spelling is epilog.)
episodeepisode /epsəυd/ noun 1. a short sec-
tion of a longer story, especially one part of
a TV series � Do you remember the epi-
sode where the ghost appears? � The he-
ro’s father returns in the third episode. 2. a
short period of your life � It’s an episode in
his marriage which he would rather forget.
epitaphepitaph /eptɑ
f/ noun words written on
a gravestone
epitomeepitome / |ptəmi/ noun a person or
thing that shows a particular quality very
strongly [~of] � the epitome of good man-
ners
epochepoch /i
pɒk/ noun a long period of time
� an important epoch in European history
equal

� equal /i
kwəl/ adj having exactly the
same amount as something else [~to/~in] �
His share is equal to mine. � Male and fe-
male employees must have equal pay. �
The two sticks are of equal length or are
equal in length. � verb (equals, equalling,
equalled) 1. to be exactly the same as
something else � His time for the 100 me-
tres equals the existing record. 2. to give a
particular result � Two plus two equals
four. � Ten take away four equals six. �
noun a person who is on the same level as
someone else � I don’t consider him your
equal. � We’re all equals here. � equal to
the task able to carry out the job required
� He was put in charge of the prison, but
was quickly found not to be equal to the
task. � all things being equal assuming
nothing else has changed � All things being
equal, I’d prefer to go on holiday in June.
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equaliseequalise /i
kwəlaz/ (equalises, equal-
ising, equalised), equalize verb 1. (in a
game) to make a score equal � They equal-
ised just before half-time. 2. to make differ-
ent things equal � We are trying to equalise
the availability of medical supplies
throughout the region.
equalityequality / |kwɒlti/ noun a situation
where people are equal � Policies to ensure
equality in the workplace.
equally

� equally /i
kwəli/ adv in exactly the
same way � They are all equally guilty. �

Here men and women are paid equally
badly. � They were both equally responsi-
ble for the mistake.
equal opportunityequal opportunity /�i
kwəl ɒpə |

tju
nti/ noun a situation where everyone,
regardless of sex, race, class, etc., has the
same opportunity to get a job
equals signequals sign /i
kwəlz san/ noun a
printed or written sign (=) showing that
one thing is the same as another
equateequate / |kwet/ (equates, equating,
equated) verb to consider one thing to be
the same as another thing [~with] � They
equate lack of complaints with satisfaction.
equation

� equation / |kwe�(ə)n/ noun a mathe-
matical or chemical formula showing that
two parts are equal � Let me show you how
this equation can be solved. � He formulat-
ed the equation for converting mass to en-
ergy.
equatorequator /|kwetə/ noun the imaginary
line running round the circumference of
the earth at an equal distance from the
North and South Poles
equestrianequestrian /|kwestriən/ adj relating to
riding horses � The Olympic equestrian
events have been postponed because of an
outbreak of flu among the horses.
equilibrium

� equilibrium /�i
kw |lbriəm/ noun 1.
the state of being perfectly balanced � The
electromagnetic forces are in a state of
equilibrium. � We do not want to disturb
the present political equilibrium in the re-
gion. 2. the state of being calm � During
the argument, she struggled to retain her
equilibrium.
equipequip /|kwp/ (equips, equipping,
equipped) verb to provide someone or
something with something [~with] � a holi-
day flat equipped with a washing machine
and dishwasher � The course will equip
you with all the skills you need to practise
scuba-diving.
equipment

� equipment /|kwpmənt/ noun all the
things such as tools, arms and machines
which are needed for something � Do you

really need all this equipment for a short
climb? � He brought all his camera equip-
ment with him. (NOTE: no plural: for one item
say a piece of equipment.)
equitableequitable /ekwtəb(ə)l/ adj fair or just
(formal)
equityequity /ekwti/ noun a fair system of jus-
tice � She complained about the lack of eq-
uity in the company’s pay structure.
equivalent

� equivalent / |kwvələnt/ adj having
the same value or the same strength as
something else [~to] � Two pints and a litre
are roughly equivalent. � She handed me
the equivalent amount in Swiss francs. � A
litre is roughly equivalent to two pints. �

noun something which has the same value,
strength or importance as something else
[~of/~to] � What is the American equivalent
of the Chancellor of the Exchequer? � Her
salary is more or less equivalent to mine. �
I gave him $2000 and he paid me the
equivalent in euros.
erer /#
/ interj used for showing that you are
hesitating
eraera /ərə/ noun a long period of time �
That was an era when there was little pub-
lic education.
eradicateeradicate /|r�dket/ (eradicates,
eradicating, eradicated) verb to remove
something completely (NOTE: + eradica-
tion n)
erase

� erase / |rez/ (erases, erasing,
erased) verb 1. to rub out writing 2. to re-
move recorded material from a tape, or
data from a disk � I’ve erased your record-
ing of the concert by mistake.
eraser

� eraser / |rezə/ noun US a piece of
rubber for removing writing in pencil
erecterect / |rekt/ adj standing vertical or
sticking up straight � She held herself erect
as she walked to the front of the hall. � verb
(erects, erecting, erected) to put up some-
thing vertically, such as a mast or a build-
ing � They are planning to erect a monu-
ment to the princess. � The civilians rushed
to hide in hastily-erected bomb shelters.
erectionerection /|rekʃən/ noun 1. a state where
the penis becomes stiff and swollen from
sexual excitement 2. the action of putting
up (formal) � The erection of the tent took
about 5 minutes.
ergonomicsergonomics /�#
(ə |nɒmks/ noun the
study of how tools or furniture can be best
designed to make them easy and comforta-
ble to use
erodeerode / |rəυd/ (erodes, eroding, eroded)
verb to wear away gradually (NOTE: + ero-
sion n)
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eroticerotic / |rɒtk/ adj strongly sexual
errerr /#
/ (errs, erring, erred) verb to make a
mistake (formal) � to err on the side of
something to use more of something or do
more than is necessary, as a precaution �
We erred on the side of caution and or-
dered 20 course books.
erranderrand /erənd/ noun a short trip out to
buy something
erraticerratic /|r�tk/ adj irregular or wild
erroneouserroneous / |rəυniəs/ adj wrong
(formal)
error

� error /erə/ noun something that is
wrong, especially a mistake in writing or
speaking [~in] � There isn’t a single error
in the whole document. � The waiter made
an error in calculating the bill. � in error
by mistake � The parcel was sent to our
Edinburgh office in error.
erupterupt /|r�pt/ (erupts, erupting, erupted)
verb (of a volcano) to throw out fire and oth-
er very hot substances � The volcano last
erupted in 1968.
ESCESC / |skep/ abbr ESCAPE key
escalateescalate /eskəlet/ (escalates, escalat-
ing, escalated) verb 1. to get worse or
more violent � Our financial problems
have escalated. � The conflict escalated
into an all-out war. 2. to increase steadily �
Prices escalated during the year. (NOTE: +
escalation n)
escalatorescalator /eskəletə/ noun a moving
staircase
escapadeescapade /eskəped/ noun an exciting
adventure
escape

� escape / |skep/ verb (escapes, es-
caping, escaped) 1. to get away from pris-
on or from a difficult situation [~from] � He
escaped from the prison by sawing through
the bars. 2. to get out of a container [~from]
� the sound of air escaping from the tyre �
noun the act of getting away from prison or
from a difficult situation [~from] � There
were three escapes from this jail last year.
� A weekend by the sea was a wonderful
escape from the office.
ESCAPE keyESCAPE key / |skep ki
/ noun the key
which stops what is happening on a com-
puter and returns to the main program. Ab-
breviation ESC
escapismescapism / |skepz(ə)m/ noun the ac-
tivity of thinking about something marvel-
lous or fantastic in order to forget about
your ordinary daily existence
escapistescapist / |skepst/ adj, noun a person
who thinks about something marvellous or
fantastic in order to forget about his or her
ordinary daily existence

escortescort1 /eskɔ
t/ noun 1. a person or
group of people accompanying someone �
The president had a police escort to the
airport. 2. a person who accompanies
someone else to a social event
escortescort2 / |skɔ
t/ (escorts, escorting, es-
corted) verb to accompany someone � The
police escorted the group into the hotel. � I
was escorted around by our local MP. �
The liner entered harbour escorted by a
flotilla of yachts.
EskimoEskimo /eskməυ/ (plural Eskimos or
same) noun one of a native people living in
the north of Canada and Greenland � Eski-
mos hunt seals and polar bears. (NOTE:
They are generally called by the name they
use themselves: the Inuit.)
ESLESL abbr English as a Second Language
ESOLESOL /i
sɒl/ abbr English for Speakers
Of Other Languages
esotericesoteric /�esəυ |terk/ adj understood by
very few people
ESPESP abbr English for Special Purposes
especially

� especially / |speʃ(ə)li/ adv 1. used for
showing that something is the case to a
great degree � This suitcase is especially
heavy. 2. used for showing that something
is more important or true � She does get
tired, especially on school day.
espionageespionage /espiənɑ
�/ noun the prac-
tice of spying
espouseespouse / |spaυz/ (espouses, espous-
ing, espoused) verb to support a cause (ar-
chaic)
espressoespresso /e|spresəυ/ noun strong black
Italian coffee, served in very small cups
essay

� essay /ese/ noun a piece of writing
on a specific subject [~on/about] � a collec-
tion of the writer’s most famous essays �

For our homework, we have to write an es-
say on pollution.
essenceessence /es(ə)ns/ noun 1. a pure extract
taken from something � custard flavoured
with vanilla essence 2. the central part of
an argument � The essence of what she had
to say was very clear. � in essence basi-
cally � His plan is in essence the same as
the one which we discussed last year.
essential

� essential / |senʃəl/ adj very important
or necessary � You can survive without
food for some time, but water is essential.
� It is essential that we get the delivery on
time. � noun something which is very im-
portant or which you cannot do without �
Sun cream is an essential in the desert. �

plural noun essentials the things that you
must have � We’ve got all the basic essen-
tials – food, water and fuel. � the bare es-
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sentials the most important basic things
that are needed � I just packed the bare es-
sentials for my holiday.
essentially

� essentially / |senʃəli/ adv used for
saying what is the most true, or the most
important fact � My new job is essentially
not so very different from my old one. � Al-
though he’s essentially a kind man, he does
lose his temper sometimes.
establish

� establish / |st�blʃ/ (establishes,
establishing, established) verb 1. to start
something or make something happen �
We need to establish a good working rela-
tionship with our colleagues. 2. to start a
company or business activity � The busi-
ness was established in Scotland in 1823.
3. to discover or prove something
[~(that)/~whether/how/who etc] � If only the
police could establish where the car was
parked that evening. � It’s difficult to es-
tablish what her reasons are for resigning.
established

� established / |st�blʃt/ adj which
has been shown to be true
establishment

� establishment /|st�blʃmənt/
noun 1. the act of creating something � She
helped them with the establishment of the
local drama society. (NOTE: no plural in this
sense) 2. a business or organisation � It’s
an establishment which imports radios
from China. � He runs an important teach-
ing establishment. 3. the Establishment
the most important people in society, espe-
cially those who are in authority � He spent
a lot of his life fighting against the Estab-
lishment.
estate

� estate /|stet/ noun 1. a large area of
land belonging to one owner � He owns a
250-acre estate in Norfolk. 2. a group of
houses on one piece of land, usually all
built at the same time
estate agentestate agent / |stet �ed�ənt/ noun a
person who sells buildings and land
esteemesteem / |sti
m/ noun respect (formal) �

The staff seem to have very little esteem for
the directors.
esteemedesteemed / |sti
md/ adj admired and re-
spected
estheticesthetic US spelling of aesthetic
estimate

� estimate1 /estmət/ noun a calcula-
tion or guess which shows the amount of
something you think there is, or its worth
or cost � I wasn’t in when they came to
read the gas meter, so this bill is only an es-
timate. � Your estimate of two dozen visi-
tors proved to be correct. � she gave me a
rough estimate she gave me an approxi-
mate calculation

estimate

� estimate2 /estmet/ (estimates, es-
timating, estimated) verb to calculate or
guess how much you think something will
cost or is worth � I estimate that it will cost
£100,000. � He estimated costs at £50,000.
estimationestimation /�est|meʃ(ə)n/ noun an
opinion or judgment (formal)
estuaryestuary /estʃuəri/ (plural estuaries)
noun a part of a river where it meets the
sea, composed of fresh and salt water
etc.

� etc. /et |setərə/, etcetera adv and so
on, and other things like this � Fruit such
as peaches, apricots, etc.
etchetch /etʃ/ (etches, etching, etched) verb
to engrave on metal with acid
eternaleternal / |t#
n(ə)l/ adj lasting for ever or
for a long time
eternityeternity /|t#
nti/ noun a never-ending
period of time
ethicethic /eθk/ noun a principle of good and
moral behaviour � the Christian ethic
ethicalethical /eθk(ə)l/ adj morally right
ethnic

� ethnic /eθnk/ adj relating to ethnic
group � The census shows the ethnic make-
up of the population.
ethnic cleansingethnic cleansing /�eθnk klenzŋ/
noun killing people, or removing people
from an area, because of their race or reli-
gion
ethnic groupethnic group noun a group of people
with the same background and culture
ethnicityethnicity /eθ|nsti/ (plural ethnicities)
noun the fact of belonging to a particular
ethnic group
ethnic minorityethnic minority /�eθnk ma |nɒrti/
noun a small part of a population which is
of a different ethnic group to the majority
ethosethos /i
θɒs/ noun beliefs or characteris-
tics, especially those of a group of people
etiquetteetiquette /etket/ noun a correct way of
behaving in society
etymologicaletymological /�etmə |lɒd�k(ə)l/ adj
referring to etymology
etymologyetymology /�et|mɒləd�i/ (plural ety-
mologies) noun the study of the ways in
which words and their meanings have de-
veloped
EU

� EU abbr European Union (NOTE: former-
ly called the European Community)
eulogyeulogy /ju
ləd�i/ (plural eulogies) noun
a speech, especially one given at a funeral
praising someone
euphemismeuphemism /ju
fəmz(ə)m/ noun a
word or phrase used in place of a more of-
fensive or unpleasant word
euphoriaeuphoria /ju
|fɔ
riə/ noun a burst of ex-
treme happiness
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euro

� euro /jυərəυ/ (plural euros or same)
noun the unit of money used by most coun-
tries in the European Union � Many arti-
cles are priced in euros. � What’s the ex-
change rate for the euro? (NOTE: written Ä
before numbers: Ä250: say: ‘two hundred
and fifty euros’)
Euro-Euro- /jυərəυ/ prefix referring to Europe
or the European Union
Europe

� Europe /jυərəp/ proper noun 1. the
continent of Europe, the part of the world
to the west of Asia, extending from Russia
to Ireland � Most of the countries of West-
ern Europe are members of the EU. 2. Eu-
rope not including the UK � Holidays in
Europe are less popular than last year. 3.
the European Union � Canadian exports to
Europe have risen by 25%. Abbreviation
EU
European

� European /�jυərə|pi
ən/ adj relating
to Europe
European UnionEuropean Union /�jυərəpi
ən
ju
njən/ noun an organisation which links
25 European countries together based on
the four freedoms of movement: move-
ment of goods, of capital, of people and of
services. Abbreviation EU (NOTE: was for-
merly called the European Community or
EC)
EurozoneEurozone /jυərəυzəυn/ noun the coun-
tries in Europe which use the euro as cur-
rency
euthanasiaeuthanasia /�ju
θə |neziə/ noun mercy
killing, the killing of a sick person in order
to put an end to his or her suffering
evacuate

� evacuate /|v�kju |�et/ (evacuates,
evacuating, evacuated) verb to make peo-
ple leave a dangerous place
evacueeevacuee / |�v�kju|i
/ noun a person who
has been evacuated
evadeevade / |ved/ (evades, evading, evad-
ed) verb to avoid or escape something
evaluate

� evaluate / |v�ljuet/ (evaluates,
evaluating, evaluated) verb to make a
judgement about something after thinking
carefully about it � The students were
asked to evaluate the usefulness of the les-
sons.
evaluation

� evaluation / |�v�lju|eʃ(ə)n/ noun the
act of evaluating something, or the judge-
ment made in this way (NOTE: no plural)
evangelicalevangelical /�i
v�n|d�elk(ə)l/ adj re-
ferring to certain Protestant churches and
their teaching of the Bible
evangelismevangelism / |v�nd�əlz(ə)m/ noun 1.
the act of spreading the teachings of Christ
2. the enthusiastic promotion of something

evangelistevangelist / |v�nd�əlst/ noun 1. one of
the four men who wrote the Christian Gos-
pels; Matthew, Mark, Luke or John 2.
someone who tries to persuade people to
become Christians � The American evan-
gelist is coming to England as part of his
world tour.
evaporateevaporate / |v�pəret/ (evaporates,
evaporating, evaporated) verb (of liquid)
to turn into steam by being heated � Water
gradually evaporates from the soil.
evasionevasion /|ve�(ə)n/ noun the act of
avoiding something
evasiveevasive / |vesv/ adj trying to avoid
something
eveeve /i
v/ noun � on the eve of on the day
or night before an event, or a short time be-
fore � On the eve of the election, the result
already seemed clear. � The flights were
cancelled on the eve of our departure.
even

� even /i
v(ə)n/ adj 1. flat, level � The
road has a smooth, even surface. 2. not
changing � They kept up an even pace for
miles. � The temperature is an even 28° all
through the day. 3. equal in a competition
� At the end of the competition three teams
were even with 96 points. � adv used for
showing surprise or making an expression
stronger � He doesn’t even like strawber-
ries. � Even the cleverest businessperson
can make mistakes. � She’s tall, but her sis-
ter is even taller. � even now in spite of the
passing of time � Even now, he won’t admit
he was wrong. � even then in spite of what
has happened � even worse worse than be-
fore � That film was bad, but this one is
even worse. � to get even with someone
to try to have your revenge on someone �

even if it doesn’t matter if � We’ll try and
drive there, even if it’s snowing. � even so
in spite of something � It was pouring with
rain, but even so they decided to go ahead
with the village fête. � even though in
spite of the fact that � He didn’t take an
umbrella, even though it was raining quite
hard.

even out phrasal verb to make something
even or regular with fewer differences �
He tried to even out the payments over a
period of twelve months.
even up phrasal verb to make something
fairer or more balanced � This group
needs two more members to even it up.

evening

� evening /i
vnŋ/ noun the late part of
the day, when it starts to get dark � I saw
her yesterday evening. � The accident took
place at 8.30 in the evening. � We arrived
in London at breakfast time, having left
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New York the previous evening. � We al-
ways go to a restaurant on Sunday eve-
nings. � They took an evening flight to Ma-
drid. � The evening meal is served from
7.30 to 10.30. � this evening today in the
evening � We’ll all meet this evening after
work.
evening class

evening class /i
vnŋ klɑ
s/ noun one
of a series of lessons held in the evening,
mainly for adults
evening dressevening dress /i
vnŋ dres/ noun
clothes worn on special occasions in the
evening, consisting of a long dress for
women, and a black suit with a black or
white bow tie for men
evenly

evenly /i
v(ə)nli/ adv in an equal way
event

� event / |vent/ noun 1. something im-
portant which happens � the events leading
up to the war � A baby’s first birthday is al-
ways a very happy event. � in the normal
course of events as things usually happen
� In the normal course of events, the win-
ner should get a silver cup. 2. a party, meet-
ing or other organised occasion � They’re
planning a dance event in October. 3. a
sporting competition, or a part of a sporting
competition � It’s the biggest golf event of
the year. � The last event was the 100 me-
tres hurdles. � in the event as it happened
� In the event, the party went off very well.
� in the event of if something should hap-
pen � In the event of his refusing the job
then we will advertise it again. � in the
event, at all events whatever may happen
or may have happened � I don’t know ex-
actly what happened – in any event, it
doesn’t matter.
eventful

eventful / |ventf(ə)l/ adj with a lot of
events taking place
eventualeventual / |ventʃuəl/ adj in the end
eventually

� eventually / |ventʃuəli/ adv after a
long time � After weeks of hesitation he
eventually decided to sell the cottage.
ever

� ever /evə/ adv at any time (used with
negatives, in questions and in conditional
sentences) � Nothing ever happens here. �
Did you ever meet my brother? � If you
ever want to borrow my car again, just
phone me. � than ever used for emphasis
after comparatives � She is singing better
than ever. � He went on playing the trum-
pet louder than ever. � ever since (then)
from that time on � She was in a road ac-
cident and has been afraid to drive ever
since. � ever so, ever such (a) extremely
(informal) � She’s been ever so ill. � I’m
ever so grateful. � He’s ever such a kind

man. � for ever always � hardly ever al-
most never � I hardly ever go to the theatre.
evergreenevergreen /evə(ri
n/ noun a tree which
keeps its leaves all winter � Holly and oth-
er evergreens can be used as decorations
in winter. � adj (of a tree or bush) keeping
its leaves all winter � We need an evergreen
climber to cover that wall. Compare decid-
uous
everlastingeverlasting /�evə |lɑ
stŋ/ adj going on
for ever
every

� every /evri/ adj 1. each � It rained eve-
ry day during the holidays. � We have a
party every New Year’s Day. � Every
Wednesday, he goes for a swim in the local
pool. � Every house in the street has a gar-
den. 2. with a particular amount of time or
distance in between � The medicine is to be
taken every four hours. � Have your car
checked every 10,000 kilometres. � every
other each alternate one
everybodyeverybody /evribɒdi/ pron same as
everyone
everydayeveryday /evride/ adj ordinary or very
common
everyone

� everyone /evriw�n/ pron all the peo-
ple involved in a particular situation � Eve-
ryone has to die some day. � If everybody
is here, we can start. � Everyone must
show their passport. (NOTE: everyone and
everybody are followed by they, their,
themselves, etc., but the verb stays singu-
lar: Is everyone enjoying themselves? Not
everybody likes pop music, do they?) � eve-
ryone else all the other people � Only
Maggie could come – everyone else was
too busy.
everything

� everything /evriθŋ/ pron 1. all
things � Did you bring everything you
need? � The burglars stole everything of
value. � Everything he says annoys me. 2.
things in general � Everything was dark in
the street. � Everything is under control.
everywhere

� everywhere /evriweə/ adv in all
places � There were papers lying about
everywhere. � We’ve looked everywhere
for the key and can’t find it.
evictevict / |vkt/ (evicts, evicting, evicted)
verb to force someone, especially a tenant,
to leave a property (NOTE: + eviction n)
evidence

� evidence /evd(ə)ns/ noun a fact
which proves that something really exists
or has happened [~of/~for/~that] � Scientists
are still looking for evidence of life on
Mars. � There’s no evidence for the exist-
ence of dragons.Have you any evidence
that he was ever planning to come.
evidentevident /evd(ə)nt/ adj obvious
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evil

� evil /i
v(ə)l/ adj morally very bad �

She’s considered to be an evil woman. �
His evil intentions were evident as soon as
he locked the door.
evocativeevocative / |vɒkətv/ adj producing a
memory or feeling
evokeevoke / |vəυk/ (evokes, evoking,
evoked) verb to produce something in your
memory (formal)
evolution

� evolution /�i
və |lu
ʃ(ə)n/ noun a
gradual development
evolveevolve / |vɒlv/ (evolves, evolving,
evolved) verb 1. to work out gradually a
scientific theory or a way of working � The
research team has evolved its own methods
of testing. 2. to develop gradually � Mod-
ern dance evolved from classical ballet. �
Birds originally evolved from reptiles.
eweewe /ju
/ noun a female sheep (NOTE: Do
not confuse with yew, you. The male sheep
is a ram.)
exex /eks/ noun a former boyfriend or girl-
friend, or husband or wife (informal) � She
won’t talk to her ex about money. � How do
you get on with your ex?
ex-ex- /eks/ prefix used for showing that a
person used to have a particular job or rela-
tionship � an ex-soldier � Tom’s my ex-
boyfriend.
exacerbateexacerbate /( |z�səbet/ (exacer-
bates, exacerbating, exacerbated) verb to
make something worse or more painful
exact

� exact /(|z�kt/ adj as specified and
not different in any way � What is the exact
time of arrival? � The sales assistant asked
me if I had the exact sum, since she had no
change.
exactingexacting /(|z�ktŋ/ adj demanding a
lot of effort
exactly

� exactly /(|z�ktli/ adv not more, not
less � That comes to exactly ten dollars and
fifty cents. � The time is exactly 16.24.
exaggerateexaggerate /( |z�d�əret/ (exagger-
ates, exaggerating, exaggerated) verb to
make things seem worse, better, bigger etc
than they really are � The wide black belt
exaggerates her small waist. � She exag-
gerated the importance of my contribution.
exaggeratedexaggerated /(|z�d�əretd/ adj big-
ger or more important than usual
exaggerationexaggeration /( |�z�d�ə|reʃ(ə)n/ noun
a statement making things seem worse,
better, bigger etc. than they really are �
without exaggeration quite truthfully � It
was, without any exaggeration, the most
perfect summer’s day.

exaltedexalted /(|zɔ
ltd/ adj in a high position
in authority � In his exalted position he
should be able to afford a larger car.
exam

� exam /(|z�m/ noun same as exami-
nation 1 � The exam was very difficult –
half the students failed. � She passed all
her exams.
examination

� examination /(|�z�m |neʃ(ə)n/
noun 1. a written or spoken test � The ex-
amination was very difficult – half the stu-
dents failed. � He did badly in his English
examination. � She came first in the final
examination for the course. (NOTE: often
shortened to exam in this sense) 2. an occa-
sion on which someone looks at something
to see if it works properly, or to see if
something is wrong � He had to have an X-
ray examination. � The examination of the
car showed that its brakes were faulty. � on
examination when something is examined
� On further examination, the newspaper
report was shown to be quite untrue.
examine

� examine /( |z�mn/ (examines, ex-
amining, examined) verb 1. to look care-
fully at something to see what is in it, or
what it is like � The doctor examined her
throat. � We will have to examine the
shop’s scales to see if they show the correct
weight. � The customs officials wanted to
examine the inside of the car. � The water
samples were examined in the laboratory.
2. to test a student � They examined every-
one in mathematics and computer skills.
examinerexaminer /( |z�mnə/ noun a person
who conducts an exam
example

� example /(|zɑ
mpəl/ noun some-
thing chosen to show something � This is a
good example of French architecture of the
eleventh century. � to set an example to do
things well or properly yourself, so that
other people can copy you � He sets every-
one a good example by getting into the of-
fice before 8.00 every morning. � to make
an example of someone to punish some-
one so that others will learn not to do what
that person did � Her teacher made an ex-
ample of her by making her miss the class
trip. � for example as a typical case � She
is keen on getting her weight down – for ex-
ample, she’s stopped eating bread. � Why
don’t we sell anything to Eastern Europe –
to Poland, for example?
exasperatedexasperated /(|zɑ
spəretd/ adj ex-
tremely annoyed with someone or at some-
thing [~at/with] � They were exasperated
with the waiter who kept bringing them the
wrong dishes. � He was exasperated at get-
ting the engaged tone all the time.
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exasperatingexasperating /(|zɑ
spəretŋ/ adj
very annoying
exasperationexasperation /( |�zɑ
spə |reʃ(ə)n/
noun annoyance and frustration
excavateexcavate /ekskəvet/ (excavates, ex-
cavating, excavated) verb 1. to dig a hole
in the ground � In order to reinforce the
foundations they had to excavate to a depth
of 10m. 2. to carry out an archaeological in-
vestigation of a place � Howard Carter ex-
cavated the tomb of Tutankhamen. (NOTE: +
excavation n)
exceed

� exceed /k|si
d/ (exceeds, exceeding,
exceeded) verb to go beyond something �
The car was exceeding the speed limit. �

Our expenses have exceeded our income
for the first time. � Did the UN troops ex-
ceed their mandate?
exceedinglyexceedingly /k |si
dŋli/ adv very
(formal)
excelexcel /k|sel/ (excels, excelling, ex-
celled) verb to be very good at something
[~at/~in] � At school, she excelled in math-
ematics.
excellence

� excellence /eksələns/ noun very
good quality
excellent

� excellent /eksələnt/ adj very good �
We had an excellent meal in a Chinese res-
taurant. � Her handwriting is excellent – it
is much clearer than mine.
except

� except /k |sept/ prep not including �
She’s allowed to eat anything except milk
products. � Everyone was sick on the boat,
except (for) me. � VAT is levied on all
goods except books, newspapers, food and
children’s clothes. � conj other than; apart
from � He doesn’t do anything except sit
and watch football on the TV. � Everything
went well, except that James was sick. �
Everyone enjoyed the birthday party, ex-
cept (that) there wasn’t enough to eat.
(NOTE: [all senses] Do not confuse with ac-
cept.)
exception

� exception /k |sepʃən/ noun some-
thing that is not included [/~to] � All the
students failed, with one exception. � All
the books are here, with the exception of
the English dictionary. � Are there any ex-
ceptions to this spelling rule?
exceptionalexceptional /k |sepʃən(ə)l/ adj 1. ex-
tremely good � She’s an exceptional ath-
lete. � His debating skills are really excep-
tional. 2. being an exception � In excep-
tional cases, the fee may be waived.
exceptionallyexceptionally /k|sepʃən(ə)li/ adv to a
very great degree, often so great as to be
surprising

excerptexcerpt /eks#
pt/ noun a small part of a
larger piece of music or writing
excessexcess noun too much of something � He
had an excess of alcohol in his blood-
stream. � plural noun excesses bad behav-
iour such as eating or drinking too much �
On Monday mornings he always feels
guilty about the weekend’s excesses. � adj
more than necessary � The factory has ex-
cess capacity and may sell off some of its
machines. � in excess of more than �

quantities in excess of 25 kilos � to excess
too much � She diets to excess.
excessive

excessive /k |sesv/ adj more than is
usual
exchange

� exchange /ks |tʃend�/ verb (ex-
changes, exchanging, exchanged) 1. to
give one thing and to get another thing
back � The footballers from the two teams
exchanged shirts at the end of the match. 2.
� to exchange something for something
else to give one thing and get something
else in return � Goods can be exchanged
only on production of the sales slip. � If the
trousers are too small you can take them
back and exchange them for a larger pair.
� noun the act of giving one thing for an-
other  � the exchange of rings during the
wedding ceremony
exchange rate

� exchange rate /ks|tʃend� ret/
noun the rate at which the money of one
country can be changed for another
exciseexcise /k|saz/ (excises, excising, ex-
cised) verb to cut something out � The sur-
geon decided to excise the growth.
excitableexcitable /k|satəb(ə)l/ adj easily excit-
ed
exciteexcite /k|sat/ (excites, exciting, excit-
ed) verb 1. to make someone lively and
happy � His speech excited the crowd. 2. to
cause a particular feeling � The thought of
going to work in Kuala Lumpur excited his
imagination. � The case has excited a lot of
interest in the press.
excited

� excited /k |satd/ adj lively and hap-
py because you think something good is
going to happen � She’s excited at or by the
thought of going on holiday. � The children
are excited because it’s the Christmas hol-
idays. � What’s everyone so excited about?
� It was lovely to see the children’s happy
and excited faces.
excitement

� excitement /k |satmənt/ noun the
feeling of being excited � What’s all the
excitement about? � The children are al-
ways in a state of excitement before the
holidays.
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exciting

� exciting /k |satŋ/ adj 1. making you
feel excited � The news about the house is
really exciting. 2. full of activity, some-
times making you a little scared because
you do not know what is going to happen �
I couldn’t sleep after watching an exciting
film on TV.
exclaim

� exclaim /k |sklem/ (exclaims, ex-
claiming, exclaimed) verb to say some-
thing loudly and suddenly
exclamationexclamation /�eksklə |meʃ(ə)n/ noun
the action of shouting out
exclamation markexclamation mark /�eksklə|meʃ(ə)n
mɑ
k/ noun a written or printed sign (!)
which shows surprise (NOTE: The usual US
term is exclamation point.)
exclude

� exclude /k |sklu
d/ (excludes, ex-
cluding, excluded) verb 1. not to include
someone or something � Damage by fire is
excluded from the insurance policy. �

Don’t exclude his name from your list. 2. to
stop a child going to school because of bad
behaviour � Ten children had to be exclud-
ed last term.
excluding

� excluding /k |sklu
dŋ/ prep not in-
cluding
exclusion

� exclusion /k|sklu
�(ə)n/ noun 1. the
act of shutting someone or something out
[~from] � She was hurt at her exclusion
from the guest list. 2. the act of being
stopped from going to school because of
bad behaviour � The school only considers
exclusion as a last resort. � exclude
exclusiveexclusive /k |sklu
sv/ adj not available
to everyone � an exclusive Caribbean hol-
iday resort � The new health club is very
exclusive.
excrementexcrement /ekskrmənt/ noun solid
waste matter produced by the body
(technical)
excreteexcrete /k |skri
t/ (excretes, excreting,
excreted) verb to produce waste matter
(formal)
excruciatingexcruciating /k |skru
ʃietŋ/ adj ex-
tremely painful
excursionexcursion /k |sk#
ʃ(ə)n/ noun a short
pleasure trip
excuse

� excuse1 /k |skju
s/ noun a reason giv-
en for doing something wrong, or for not
doing what was expected � His excuse for
not coming was that he forgot the date.
excuse

� excuse2 /k|skju
z/ (excuses, excus-
ing, excused) verb to forgive someone for
making a small mistake � Please excuse
my arriving late like this. � excuse me
used for attracting someone’s attention �
Excuse me, is this the right bus for Oxford
Circus? � excuse me used meaning

‘please forgive me’ � Excuse me for arriv-
ing so late. � Excuse me for interrupting,
but could you repeat what you have just
said?
executeexecute /ekskju
t/ (executes, execut-
ing, executed) verb 1. to kill someone as a
punishment � The government’s political
enemies were executed. 2. to do something
that has been planned or agreed (formal) �

As part of the test, drivers are asked to ex-
ecute an emergency stop. 3. in computing,
to carry out instructions � Press ENTER to
execute the program.
execution

� execution /�eks |kju
ʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
the legal killing of person sentenced to
death � In the 19th century there were still
public executions. 2. the act of carrying
something out � The execution of the ma-
noeuvre was more complicated than we im-
agined. � to put a plan into execution to
carry out a plan � The new government
wants its financial strategy to be put into
execution as soon as possible.
executionerexecutioner /�eks|kju
ʃ(ə)nə/ noun a
public official who executes people
executive

� executive /( |zekjυtv/ noun a busi-
nessperson who makes decisions � You
can’t leave a decision like that to the junior
executives. � Top executives usually earn
very high salaries.
exemplaryexemplary /( |zempləri/ adj excellent
(formal )
exemplifyexemplify /(|zemplfa/ (exemplifies,
exemplifying, exemplified) verb to show
something as an example, or be an example
of something
exemptexempt /(|zempt/ adj not forced to obey
certain laws or rules � verb (exempts, ex-
empting, exempted) to allow someone not
to do something that other people have to
do [~from] � Children are exempted from
entry charges. � to exempt someone from
doing something to allow someone not to
do something that other people have to do
� Children and retired people are exempt-
ed from paying these charges.
exemptionexemption /( |zempʃ(ə)n/ noun the act
of exempting someone from something
exercise

� exercise /eksəsaz/ noun practice in
using physical or mental powers � She
does her piano exercises every morning. �
to take exercise to do physical move-
ments, like walking or running, in order to
keep fit � You should take some exercise
every day if you want to lose weight.
exercise bikeexercise bike /eksəsaz bak/, exer-
cise bicycle noun a machine like a bicycle,
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but which does not move, which you can
pedal on as exercise
exercise bookexercise book /eksəsaz bυk/ noun a
notebook with lines on each page for writ-
ing school work in
exert

� exert /( |z#
t/ (exerts, exerting, exert-
ed) verb to use force or pressure
exertionexertion /( |z#
ʃ(ə)n/ noun an effort
exhaleexhale /eks |hel/ (exhales, exhaling, ex-
haled) verb to breathe out
exhaustexhaust /(|zɔ
st/ verb (exhausts, ex-
hausting, exhausted) 1. to wear someone
out � The uphill climb had exhausted him.
2. to finish a supply of something � We’ve
exhausted our supplies of food. � noun 1.
same as exhaust pipe 2. gas which is pro-
duced by a car engine and is released into
the air through the exhaust pipe � We live
in the city centre and the children are
breathing car exhaust all day.
exhaustedexhausted /( |zɔ
std/ adj very tired �
I’m exhausted after running three miles. �
They staggered back home very late, with
three exhausted children.
exhaustingexhausting /( |zɔ
stŋ/ adj extremely
tiring
exhaustionexhaustion /(|zɔ
stʃən/ noun the state
of being very tired
exhaustiveexhaustive /( |zɔ
stv/ adj very thor-
ough
exhaust pipeexhaust pipe /( |zɔ
st pap/ noun the
tube at the back of a motor vehicle from
which gases produced by the engine are
sent out into the air (NOTE: The US term is
tailpipe.)
exhibitexhibit /( |zbt/ noun an object dis-
played in court or at an exhibition � Exhibit
A is the murder weapon. � The museum has
loaned several exhibits to foreign galleries.
� The buyers admired the exhibits on our
stand. � verb (exhibits, exhibiting, exhibit-
ed) to display something � They are exhib-
iting at the Motor Show. � They have rows
of vases exhibited on the shelves of the
shop. � She is exhibiting three paintings in
the local art show.
exhibition

� exhibition /�eks |bʃ(ə)n/ noun a pub-
lic show of things such as paintings or
flowers � The exhibition is open from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. � We stood in line for half an
hour waiting to get into the Picasso exhibi-
tion.
exhibitorexhibitor /( |zbtə/, exhibiter noun a
person or company that displays some-
thing at an exhibition
exhilaratedexhilarated /( |zləretd/ adj extreme-
ly excited and happy

exhilaratingexhilarating /( |zləretŋ/ adj which
makes you full of energy
exileexile /eksal/ noun 1. the state of being
sent away from your home country � The
ex-president went into exile in Switzerland.
2. a person who is sent away from his or
her own country � The former king is now
an exile in New York. � The coup was
mounted by exiles living across the border.
� verb (exiles, exiling, exiled) to send
someone away from his or her home coun-
try as a punishment � The new government
exiled the former dictator to Europe.
exist

� exist /( |zst/ (exists, existing, exist-
ed) verb 1. to be real or present � When I
was a child, colour TV didn’t exist. � I
don’t believe the document exists any more
– I think it has been burnt. 2. to live in a dif-
ficult situation [~for/~on] � They managed
to exist for several weeks on berries and
roots.
existence

� existence /( |zstəns/ noun 1. the
state of existing � Is there anything which
proves the existence of life on Mars? � in
existence still existing � The original
painting is no longer in existence. � Only
one version of this car is still in existence
in a museum in Geneva. 2. a way of living
� They lived a miserable existence for a
few days without heat or light.
existing

� existing /( |zstŋ/ adj available at
this time � Can we modify the existing
structure in some way? � Existing regula-
tions do not allow the sale of food in the
street.
exit

� exit /e(zt/ noun 1. a way out of a
building or area � The customers all rushed
towards the exits when the fire alarm rang.
� A car bumped into ours at the exit to the
car park. 2. a road that leads off a motor-
way, big main road or roundabout � Take
the third exit and continue for two miles. �
verb (exits, exiting, exited) 1. to leave a
computer system � Press ESC to exit the
system. 2. to leave a place (formal ) � No Ex-
it! a sign showing that you must not go out
this way
exodusexodus /eksədəs/ noun the departure of
a crowd of people
exonerateexonerate /(|zɒnəret/ (exonerates,
exonerating, exonerated) verb to state that
someone who was previously blamed for
something was not responsible for it
exorbitantexorbitant /(|zɔ
btənt/ adj (of prices)
very high
exorciseexorcise /eksɔ
saz/ (exorcises, exor-
cising, exorcised), exorcize verb to say
prayers to force evil spirits to leave some-
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one’s body, or ghosts to leave a haunted
house
exoticexotic /(|zɒtk/ adj 1. unusual 2. refer-
ring to a strange or foreign place
expand

� expand /k|sp�nd/ (expands, ex-
panding, expanded) verb to increase the
size or extent of something � We have
plans to expand our business.
expanseexpanse /k|sp�ns/ noun a large surface
covered by something
expansion

� expansion /k|sp�nʃən/ noun an in-
crease in size
expansiveexpansive /k|sp�nsv/ adj 1. (of a per-
son) who wants to talk freely about things
� She was in a very expansive mood when
she met the TV reporters. � You would ex-
pect someone who works in public rela-
tions to be a bit more expansive than she is.
2. covering a wide area � He waved his
arms in an expansive gesture of greeting.
expatriateexpatriate /eks |p�triət/ noun a person
who is not living in his or her home country
(NOTE: often shortened to expat; expats liv-
ing in the Far East)
expect

� expect /k|spekt/ (expects, expect-
ing, expected) verb 1. to think or guess that
something is the case [~(that)] � I expect
you are tired after your long train journey.
2. to think that it is right that someone
should do something � He expects me to do
all the housework. 3. to be waiting for
someone � I can’t talk for long – we’re ex-
pecting visitors. 4. be expecting to be
pregnant � My sister’s expecting twins.
expectantexpectant /k|spektənt/ adj expecting;
hopeful
expectation

� expectation /�ekspek|teʃ(ə)n/ noun
a feeling that something will happen � The
performance lived up to our expectations.
� We thought our team would do well, but
in the end they exceeded all our expecta-
tions.
expected

� expected /k|spektd/ adj 1. which
you think or hope will happen 2. due to ar-
rive � Our guests are expected at 10
o’clock.
expedientexpedient /k |spi
diənt/ noun a conven-
ient way of doing something � Registering
as a student was a simple expedient to
avoid military service. � adj convenient �
Colleges find it expedient to have students
from other countries because they pay
higher fees than local students.
expeditionexpedition /�eksp|dʃ(ə)n/ noun a jour-
ney to explore a place � He set off on an ex-
pedition to the South Pole.
expelexpel /k|spel/ (expels, expelling, ex-
pelled) verb 1. to make someone leave an

organisation, school or country � As soon
as the generals came to power they ex-
pelled all their former allies. 2. to send a
child away from school � He was expelled
for taking drugs. � expulsion
expendexpend /k |spend/ (expends, expend-
ing, expended) verb to spend time or ener-
gy doing something (formal )
expendableexpendable /k|spendəb(ə)l/ adj which
is not worth keeping; which can be thrown
away
expenditure

� expenditure /k|spendtʃə/ noun an
amount of money spent 
expense

� expense /k |spens/ noun an amount
of money that you have to pay � I can’t af-
ford the expense of a holiday just now. �

The expense of running a household seems
to increase every week. � at great expense
having spent a lot of money � The house
has been redecorated at great expense. �
plural noun money spent to do something �
all expenses paid with all costs paid by
someone else � at someone’s expense
paid for by someone else � at the expense
of something in a way which has a bad ef-
fect on something else � She brought up
her three children at the expense of her ca-
reer.
expensive

� expensive /k |spensv/ adj costing a
lot of money � Fresh vegetables are more
expensive in winter. � Send your furniture
to Australia by sea – it would be much too
expensive by air.
experience

� experience /k |spəriəns/ noun 1.
knowledge obtained by working or living
in various situations [~of/with] � You must
write down the full details of your past ex-
perience in your CV. � I have no experi-
ence with children. � Some experience of
selling is required for this job. (NOTE: no
plural in this sense) 2. something that hap-
pens to you � Going to the top of the Eiffel
Tower was a wonderful experience. � He
wrote a book about his experiences in the
desert. � verb (experiences, experiencing,
experienced) to live through something �
I’m surprised she’s so cheerful after all she
experienced in hospital. � I have experi-
enced a great deal of pleasure and frustra-
tion in my career. � He is experiencing
sharp pains in his tooth.
experienced

� experienced /k |spəriənst/ adj good
at something because you have learnt a lot
from particular experiences you have had �
She’s a very experienced doctor. � He’s the
most experienced member of our staff. �
The police are experienced in crowd con-
trol.
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experimentexperiment1 /k |spermənt/ noun 1. a
scientific test � to carry out scientific ex-
periments 2. a way of finding out about
something � We’re offering our customers
free samples as an experiment.
experimentexperiment2 /k|sperment/ (experi-
ments, experimenting, experimented)
verb 1. to try something new [~with] �
We’ve been experimenting with a new look
for our shop window. 2. to carry out a sci-
entific test [~with/~on] � They are experi-
menting with a new treatment for asthma.
� The laboratory does not experiment on
live animals.
experimental

� experimental /k|�sper |ment(ə)l/ adj
1. different from what has been done be-
fore 2. relating to scientific experiments
and testing
experimentationexperimentation /k |�spermen |

teʃ(ə)n/ noun the process of carrying out
experiments
expert

� expert /eksp#
t/ noun 1. a person who
knows a great deal about a subject [~in/on]
� a leading expert in or on tropical diseas-
es � A rose expert was the judge at the
flower show. 2. a person who is very good
at doing something [~at] � He’s an expert
at getting the children to go to bed. � adj 1.
knowing a lot about a subject � They can
give you expert advice on DIY. 2. very good
at doing something [~at] � I’m not very ex-
pert at making pastry.
expertise

� expertise /ekspə|ti
z/ noun special
knowledge
expireexpire /k |spaə/ (expires, expiring, ex-
pired) verb 1. to come to an end � The lease
expires next year. � my passport or visa
has expired I need a new passport or visa
2. to die (formal)
expiryexpiry /k|spaəri/ noun the fact of com-
ing to an end
expiry dateexpiry date /k |spaəri det/ noun the
last date on which something can be used
explain

� explain /k|splen/ (explains, explain-
ing, explained) verb 1. to give reasons for
something [~(that)/~how/when/what etc] �
Can you explain why the weather is cold in
winter and warm in summer? 2. to make
something clear [~to] � He tried to explain
the new pension scheme to the staff.

explain away phrasal verb to give excus-
es for something

explanation

� explanation /�eksplə |neʃ(ə)n/ noun
1. a reason for something [~of/~for] � The
police officer asked him for an explanation
of why the stolen car was in his garage. �
The company has given no explanation for
the change of plan. 2. information about

something [~of/about] � The leaflet gives
an explanation of how to apply for a place
on the course.
explanatoryexplanatory /k |spl�nət(ə)ri/ adj ex-
plaining something. � self-explanatory
expletiveexpletive /k|spli
tv/ noun a swear
word
explicitexplicit /k|splst/ adj 1. straightforward
and clear � Could you please be more ex-
plicit? � Their intention to sell the shop
was not explicit in the letter. 2. showing sex
or violence very clearly � The film contains
explicit sex scenes.
explodeexplode /k |spləυd/ (explodes, explod-
ing, exploded) verb 1. (of bombs, etc.) to
blow up � A bomb exploded in a crowded
train. 2. to make a bomb go off � The army
cleared the area and then exploded the
bomb. 3. to increase rapidly
exploitexploit1 /eksplɔt/ noun a great or dar-
ing achievement � He told us of his exploits
during the war.
exploitexploit2 /k |splɔt/ (exploits, exploiting,
exploited) verb 1. to take commercial ad-
vantage of something � We are hoping to
exploit the mineral resources of the North
Sea. 2. to make unfair use of someone, usu-
ally by paying them very low wages � The
company was accused of exploiting chil-
dren by employing them in its shoe facto-
ries.
exploration

� exploration /�eksplə |reʃ(ə)n/ noun
1. the act of travelling and discovering un-
known parts of the world � the exploration
of the Antarctic in the early 20th century �
He is famous for his exploration of the
Himalayas. 2. a careful investigation � We
recommend further exploration of possible
alternative solutions to the problem.
exploratoryexploratory /k |splɒrət(ə)ri/ adj form-
ing part of an exploration of something
explore

� explore /k |splɔ
/ (explores, explor-
ing, explored) verb 1. to travel and discov-
er place and things that you have not seen
before � It is a part of the jungle which has
never been explored before. � We spent our
holidays exploring Holland by canal. 2. to
investigate something carefully
[~how/what/why etc] � We are exploring the
possibility of moving the office to London.
� We want to explore how we can improve
our service.
explorerexplorer /k |splɔ
rə/ noun a person who
explores unknown parts of the world
explosion

� explosion /k|spləυ�(ə)n/ noun an
occasion on which something such as a
bomb explodes � Several explosions were
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heard during the night as the army occu-
pied the city.
explosiveexplosive /k |spləυsv/ adj 1. likely to
blow up � The containers held an explosive
mixture. � The police found an explosive
device in the car. 2. likely to cause difficul-
ties � The situation in the office was explo-
sive, with the clerical staff demanding to
see the manager. � The paper is running an
explosive story about the minister. � noun a
substance used for destroying things by
making them explode � Tests revealed
traces of explosive on his hands. � The box
contained explosives. � Police explosives
experts defused the bomb.
exponentexponent /k|spəυnənt/ noun a person
who practises a certain belief or a certain
art
export

� export1 /ekspɔ
t/ noun 1. the business
of selling products in other countries �

They make cars for export. � There is a big
export trade in wine. 2. a product sent to a
foreign country to be sold � The country’s
major export is tea. � Exports to Africa
have increased by 25%.
export

� export2 /k |spɔ
t/ (exports, export-
ing, exported) verb to send goods to a for-
eign country for sale � The company ex-
ports half of what it produces.
exporterexporter /k|spɔ
tə/ noun a person or
company that sells goods to foreign coun-
tries
expose

� expose /k|spəυz/ (exposes, expos-
ing, exposed) verb 1. to show something
which was hidden � He pulled off his shirt,
exposing a huge scar across his chest. �

The plastic coating had rubbed off to ex-
pose the metal beneath. 2. to let light go
onto a photographic film � You didn’t ex-
pose the film for long enough. 3. to reveal a
shocking fact � He was exposed as the per-
son who wrote the letters. � The newspaper
has exposed several government scandals.
exposéexposé /k |spəυze/ (plural exposés)
noun a report which exposes something
wrong
exposed

� exposed /k |spəυzd/ adj open and not
protected
exposure

� exposure /k|spəυ�ə/ noun 1. the act
of putting someone under the influence of
something [~of/~to] � the exposure of
young children to violence on television �
the exposure of some workers to radiation
2. the state of not being protected, e.g. from
cold  � The survivors of the crash were all
suffering from exposure after spending a
night in the snow. 3. the time and amount of
light needed for a picture to be taken on

film  � You need a short exposure to photo-
graph a racing car. 4. the act of revealing
something, e.g. corruption � the newspa-
per’s exposure of the actor’s involvement
in the scandal � The council was embar-
rassed by a string of exposures of irregular
financial transactions.
expoundexpound /k |spaυnd/ (expounds, ex-
pounding, expounded) verb to explain
something in detail
express

� express /k|spres/ verb (expresses,
expressing, expressed) to show thoughts
or feelings in words, pictures or actions
[~in/] � His paintings express his inner
thoughts. � His grief was expressed in
fierce anger and constant activity. � He ex-
pressed his gratitude in a short speech. � to
express yourself to make your thoughts or
feelings known to other people � to ex-
press itself to be shown � His grief ex-
pressed itself in fierce anger and constant
activity. � noun a fast train
expression

� expression /k |spreʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a
word, or group of words  � ‘Until the cows
come home’ is an expression which means
‘for a very long time’. 2. a look on a per-
son’s face which shows a feeling [~of/~on]
� His expression showed how miserable he
was. � Everyone noticed the expression of
surprise on her face. 3. the act of express-
ing thoughts and feelings 
expressionlessexpressionless /k |spreʃ(ə)n(ə)ləs/
adj showing no feeling
expressiveexpressive /k|spresv/ adj showing
feeling
expresslyexpressly /k |spresli/ adv clearly and
definitely
expressoexpresso /ek |spresəυ/ noun another
spelling of espresso
expresswayexpressway /k |spreswe/ noun US a
fast road with few exits
expulsionexpulsion /k |sp�lʃən/ noun the act of
making someone leave or sending some-
one away from an organisation, school or
country. � expel
exquisiteexquisite /k|skwzt/ adj very finely
made and beautiful
extend

� extend /k |stend/ (extends, extend-
ing, extended) verb 1. to stretch something
out � She extended both arms in welcome.
2. to cover a particular are area of land
[/~over] � The grounds of the house extend
over two hectares. 3. to make something
longer or bigger � We are planning to ex-
tend our garden. � The company has ex-
tended my contract for another two years.
extended familyextended family /k |�stendd
f�m(ə)li/ noun a family which includes
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relatives such as aunts and uncles outside
the central family group. Compare nuclear
family
extension

� extension /k |stenʃən/ noun 1. the
act of extending something [~of/] � I have
applied for a short extension to my visa. 2.
something that makes something bigger or
longer � We’re building an extension onto
our house. 3. a telephone in an office which
is connected to the company’s main line �

Can you get me extension 21? � The man-
ager is on extension 23.
extensive

� extensive /k |stensv/ adj covering a
large area or amount � The grounds of the
house are very extensive. � The church roof
needs extensive repair work.
extent

� extent /k|stent/ noun the degree, size
or area of something � The extent of the
earthquake damage was only revealed lat-
er. � He opened up the map to its full ex-
tent. � to some extent, to a certain extent
partly; in some way � To some extent, the
weather was the cause of the failure of the
village fair.
exterior

� exterior /k|stəriə/ noun the outside
parts � The exterior of the house is painted
pink.
exterminateexterminate /k |st#
mnet/ (extermi-
nates, exterminating, exterminated) verb
1. to kill all the living things in a place 2. to
kill a person or a group of people (NOTE: +
extermination n)
external

� external /k|st#
n(ə)l/ adj on the out-
side � The external walls of the house are
quite solid. � Her injuries were all exter-
nal.
extinctextinct /k|stŋkt/ adj 1. (of a type of ani-
mal or plant) no longer in existence, be-
cause all of the same kind have died �

These birds are in danger of becoming ex-
tinct. 2. ((of a volcano)) no longer active �

The mountain is an extinct volcano. Com-
pare dormant
extinction

� extinction /k |stŋkʃən/ noun 1. (of a
species) the process of dying out � The last
remaining pairs of birds were taken to a
zoo for breeding purposes, so as to save the
species from extinction. � to face extinc-
tion, to be threatened with extinction to
be likely to die out � The tiger is facing ex-
tinction unless measures are taken to pro-
tect it. 2. the act of putting out a fire � The
firefighters will stand by until the complete
extinction of the blaze. (NOTE: no plural)
extinguish

extinguish /k |stŋ(wʃ/ (extinguish-
es, extinguishing, extinguished) verb to
put out a fire

extinguisherextinguisher /k |stŋ(wʃə/ noun same
as fire extinguisher
extolextol /k|stəυl/ (extols, extolling, ex-
tolled) verb to praise someone or some-
thing very highly (literary) (NOTE: The US
spelling is extoll.)
extortextort /k|stɔ
t/ (extorts, extorting, ex-
torted) verb � to extort something from
someone to get money or promises from
someone by threats � The secret police ex-
torted very valuable information from him.
� The gang extorted money from small
shopkeepers by threatening to burn down
their shops.
extortionextortion /k |stɔ
ʃ(ə)n/ noun the prac-
tice of getting money from someone by
threats
extortionateextortionate /k|stɔ
ʃ(ə)nət/ adj (of a
price) very high or excessive
extra

� extra /ekstrə/ adj more than usual; ad-
ditional � We need an extra four teachers
or four extra teachers for this course. � The
charge for delivery is extra. � Staff get ex-
tra pay for working on Sundays.
extractextract1 /ekstr�kt/ noun 1. a thing re-
duced from something larger � He will be
reading extracts from his latest novel. 2.
something which is reduced to a concen-
trated form � soup made from meat extract
� Add a drop of vanilla extract to the cus-
tard.
extractextract2 /k |str�kt/ (extracts, extract-
ing, extracted) verb 1. to pull something
out � The dentist extracted two teeth. � We
managed to extract £10 from him. � The
police extracted a confession from the ac-
cused. 2. to produce something from some-
thing else � It is no longer viable to extract
tin from Cornish mines. � The oil is ex-
tracted from lavender flowers.
extractionextraction /k |str�kʃən/ noun 1. the act
of pulling out a tooth � An extraction will
cost you £40. 2. the production of some-
thing from something else � The extraction
of iron ore from this mine is becoming too
costly. � of German or Japanese or etc
extraction belonging to a family originally
from Germany or Japan or etc
extracurricularextracurricular /�ekstrəkə |rkjυlə/ adj
outside the normal course of study
extraditeextradite /ekstrədat/ (extradites, ex-
traditing, extradited) verb to bring an ar-
rested person back from another country to
stand trial for a crime committed in his or
her home country (NOTE: + extradition n)
extraordinarilyextraordinarily /k|strɔ
d(ə)nərəli/
adv extremely � Her action was extraordi-
narily brave.
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extraordinary

� extraordinary /k|strɔ
d(ə)n(ə)ri/
adj 1. wonderful � Seeing her again gave
him an extraordinary thrill. � A peacock’s
feathers are quite extraordinary. 2. very
unusual � It’s extraordinary weather for
June.
extrapolateextrapolate /k |str�pəlet/ (extrapo-
lates, extrapolating, extrapolated) verb to
calculate something unknown on the basis
of available information (NOTE: + extrapo-
lation n)
extraterrestrialextraterrestrial /�ekstrətə |restriəl/ adj
from a planet other than Earth
extravaganceextravagance /k |str�və(əns/ noun
unnecessary expense
extravagantextravagant /k|str�və(ənt/ adj 1.
spending a lot of money � They are extrav-
agant when it comes to buying presents for
their children. 2. expensive and not neces-
sary � an extravagant purchase 3. unusual
and unreasonable � The company has
made some extravagant claims for its new
soap powder.
extravaganzaextravaganza /k|�str�və|(�nzə/ noun
an expensive and luxurious party, show,
film or event
extreme

� extreme /k |stri
m/ adj 1. very great �
The device is made to withstand extreme
cold. � He showed extreme reluctance to
get involved. � at the extreme end right at
the end 2. very unusual or serious � an ex-
treme case 3. considered unreasonable by
some people � He holds extreme views. �
noun something very unusual or very great
� You get extremes of temperature here –
very hot summers and very cold winters. �
to go from one extreme to the other to
change to something completely different
� She can go from one extreme to the other
– from being happy and excited one minute
to being gloomy and depressed the next. �

to go to extremes to do everything in an
excessive way
extremely

� extremely /k|stri
mli/ adv to a very
great degree � It was extremely hot in Au-
gust. � The film is extremely long, and
some people left before the end. � It is ex-
tremely difficult to spend less than $50.00
a day on meals in New York.
extreme sportextreme sport /k|�stri
m spɔ
t/ noun a
sport which is very dangerous and exciting,
e.g. snowboarding
extremistextremist /k|stri
mst/ noun a person
who has very strong opinions, usually
about politics, that many other people re-
gard as unreasonable � left-wing extremists
(NOTE: + extremism n) � adj having strong,

unusual opinions � Members of an extrem-
ist group have taken over the post office.
extremityextremity /k|stremti/ noun an end
point � the northern extremity of the island
� plural noun extremities the fingers, toes,
nose and ears � Her extremities became
numb in the cold. (NOTE: plural is extremi-
ties)
extricateextricate /ekstrket/ (extricates, extri-
cating, extricated) verb 1. to get someone
out of a difficult situation � She asked her
father to help extricate her from the awk-
ward situation she found herself in. 2. to re-
move something with difficulty � The sur-
geons extricated the bullet which had
lodged itself behind her eye.
extrovertextrovert /ekstrəv#
t/, extravert noun a
person who is very friendly and likes to be
with other people
exuberantexuberant /( |zju
bərənt/ adj lively and
energetic
exudeexude /( |zju
d/ (exudes, exuding, ex-
uded) verb to send out or to give off a
strong smell or a strong feeling
eye

� eye /a/ noun 1. the organ in the head
which you see with  � He has brown eyes.
� Close your eyes and count to ten while
we all hide. � I’ve got a bit of dust in my
eye. � as far as the eye can see for a very
long distance � Grasslands stretch as far
as the eye can see. � to keep your eyes
open for something to watch out for
something � Keep your eyes open for bur-
glars! 2. a small hole in the end of a needle,
through which the thread goes  � verb
(eyes, eyeing or eying, eyed) to look at
something carefully � She sat in a corner,
eyeing the arrivals indicator. � to catch
someone’s eye to look at someone who is
looking at you � She caught his eye and
nodded towards the door. � to keep an eye
on someone or something to watch some-
one or something carefully to see that it is
safe � Can you keep an eye on the house
while we are away? � to keep an eye out
for someone or something to watch to see
if someone or something is available or
nearby � I must keep an eye out for Seville
oranges to make some marmalade. � Can
you keep an eye out for the traffic warden
while I go into the bank? � to turn a blind
eye to something not to pay any attention
to something bad, even if you know it ex-
ists � not to see eye to eye not to agree
with someone � He doesn’t see eye to eye
with the boss. � to have your eye on
someone to think someone is very good,
very attractive or not to be trusted � She’s
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got her eye on her best friend’s brother. �

The police have had their eye on him for
ages.

eye up verb to look at someone showing
that you think them attractive (informal) �
He was eyeing up one of the girls on the
other side of the room.

eyeballeyeball /abɔ
l/ noun a part of the eye,
the round ball of tissue through which light
passes and which is controlled by various
muscles � The retina is a light-sensitive
membrane at the back of the eyeball. � verb
(eyeballs, eyeballing, eyeballed) to stare
at someone closely (informal) � eyeball to
eyeball facing each other closely � He had
an eyeball-to-eyeball confrontation with
the referee.
eyebrow

� eyebrow /abraυ/ noun the line of
hair above each of your eyes � to raise
your eyebrows to look surprised
eye-catchingeye-catching /a �k�tʃŋ/ adj very no-
ticeable and attracting attention

eye contacteye contact /a �kɒnt�kt/ noun the act
of looking at someone who is looking at
you
eyelash

� eyelash /al�ʃ/ noun one of the hairs
growing round the edges of your eyes
eyelid

� eyelid /ald/ noun a piece of skin
which covers the eye
eyelinereyeliner /alanə/ noun a substance used
for drawing a coloured line round your eye
eye-openereye-opener /aəυp(ə)nə/ noun some-
thing which surprises you (informal)
eyeshadoweyeshadow /aʃ�dəυ/ noun make-up
for colouring the skin round your eye
eyesight

� eyesight /asat/ noun the ability to
see
eyesoreeyesore /asɔ
/ noun an unpleasant sight
eyewitnesseyewitness /awtnəs/ noun a person
who has seen something happen
e-zinee-zine /i
 zi
n/ noun a magazine which
appears in a website on the Internet
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F
ff /ef/, F noun the sixth letter of the alpha-
bet, between E and G
fablefable /feb(ə)l/ noun a moral story, usual-
ly about animals, making them seem like
human beings
fabledfabled /feb(ə)ld/ adj well-known in sto-
ries
fabric

� fabric /f�brk/ noun 1. cloth used for
making things such as clothes and curtains
� The curtains are made of an expensive
fabric. � We need a fireproof fabric for the
chairs. 2. the basic structure of society or
of an organisation [~of] � During the revo-
lution, the whole fabric of society col-
lapsed.
fabricatefabricate /f�brket/ (fabricates, fabri-
cating, fabricated) verb to invent an untrue
story
fabricationfabrication /�f�br|keʃ(ə)n/ noun an
invented story that is not true � The news-
paper story was a complete fabrication
from start to finish.
fabulousfabulous /f�bjυləs/ adj 1. imaginary, as
in fairy stories � unicorns and other fabu-
lous animals 2. marvellous or wonderful �
It was a fabulous party.
face

� face /fes/ noun 1. the front part of your
head � Don’t forget to wash your face be-
fore you go to the party. 2. the front part of
something � a clock face � She put the pho-
tograph face down on the desk. � verb (fac-
es, facing, faced) to have the face or front
towards  � Can everyone please face the
camera? � The house faces north. � to
show your face to come to or be in a place
where there are other people � After what
he said about my mother he doesn’t dare
show his face here. � to lose face to be em-
barrassed by being shown to be wrong or
weak � She can’t bear being told off in
front of the class – it makes her lose face. �
to make a face to make a strange expres-
sion � He made funny faces and all the
children laughed. � to try to keep a
straight face to try not to laugh

face up to� phrasal verb to accept an un-
pleasant situation and try to deal with it

facelessfaceless /fesləs/ adj anonymous and
threatening
faceliftfacelift /feslft/ noun 1. an operation to
make your face look younger 2. the fact of
working to make something appear newer
� Our website needs a facelift.
face-savingface-saving /fes �sevŋ/ adj which
avoids causing someone to feel embar-
rassed and ashamed
facetfacet /f�st/ noun one of many aspects of
something, e.g. a problem � The problem
presents many different facets. � The film
explores several fascinating facets of his
life in Africa.
facetiousfacetious /fə|si
ʃəs/ adj funny or joking
in a way that other people think unsuitable
face to faceface to face /�fes tə fes/ adv looking
at each other � He turned a corner and
came face to face with a police officer. � I
don’t like doing business on the phone – I
prefer to make deals face to face.
face valueface value /�fes v�lju
/ � to take
something at (its) face value to believe
that what something appears to mean is
true � When we booked our holiday we
took what the tour company said about the
hotel at face value – but it turned out not to
be true.
facialfacial /feʃ(ə)l/ noun a beauty treatment
in which your face is cleaned and mas-
saged � She’s having a facial.
facilefacile /f�sal/ adj too simple and not
carefully considered
facilitate

� facilitate /fə |sltet/ (facilitates, fa-
cilitating, facilitated) verb to make some-
thing easy
facility

� facility /fə |slti/ (plural facilities)
noun 1. an ability to do something easily �
She has a facility for languages. (NOTE: no
plural) 2. a means of doing something � We
offer facilities for payment. 3. a large build-
ing that enables people to do or have some-
thing � We have opened our new ware-
house facility.
facsimilefacsimile /f�k |smli/ noun 1. a perfect
copy � This is not the real Magna Carta –
it is a facsimile. � They have published a
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facsimile edition of one of the earliest
printed books. 2. a fax; a copy of a docu-
ment or picture sent by telephone � Can
you confirm the booking by facsimile?
fact

� fact /f�kt/ noun something such as a
piece of information that is true  � He faced
up to the fact that he wasn’t fit enough for
the race. � Did you check all the facts be-
fore you wrote the article? � in fact, in ac-
tual fact really; the truth is that � He told
the police he had seen a man steal a car but
in fact he made the whole story up. � It
rained a lot last month – in fact it rained all
month. � as a matter of fact actually; used
for saying what is really true, especially
when it is surprising � Have you seen John
recently? – as a matter of fact I met him
yesterday.
factionfaction /f�kʃən/ noun a group of people
linked together in opposition to a leader or
to a government
factor

� factor /f�ktə/ noun 1. a thing which
has influence or importance [~in/~for] � The
key factor in our decision is the price. �
The crucial factor for the success of the vil-
lage fair is the weather. 2. one of the num-
bers which produce a certain other number
when multiplied � Four and two are fac-
tors of eight.
factory

� factory /f�kt(ə)ri/ (plural factories)
noun a building where things are made in
large quantities using machines � She
works in a shoe factory. � He owns a furni-
ture factory. � The factory makes computer
terminals.
factory farmfactory farm /f�kt(ə)ri fɑ
m/ noun a
farm where large numbers of animals are
kept in small spaces, using modern meth-
ods to produce food quickly
factualfactual /f�ktʃuəl/ adj referring to facts
facultyfaculty /f�k(ə)lti/ (plural faculties) noun
1. a natural ability 2. a main division of a
university � the Faculty of Arts or the Arts
Faculty 3. US the teaching staff of a school,
university or college � There is a meeting
of the faculty tomorrow.
fadfad /f�d/ noun a strange temporary craze
for something
fadefade /fed/ (fades, fading, faded) verb 1.
to lose colour � The more you wash your
jeans, the more they’ll fade. � This teeshirt
has faded. 2. to become less bright or light
� As the light faded, bats came out in the
garden. � The light from the torch began to
fade as the batteries ran out. � The islands
faded away into the distance. 3. to become
less noisy � The sound of the music faded
away.

faecesfaeces /fi
si
z/ plural noun solid waste
matter passed from the body � The pa-
tient’s faeces are not solid. (NOTE: The US
spelling is feces.)
fagfag /f�(/ noun a cigarette � He cadged a
fag off me. � I bought a packet of fags at the
kiosk.
FahrenheitFahrenheit /f�rənhat/ noun a scale of
temperatures where the freezing and boil-
ing points of water are 32° and 212°. Ab-
breviation F. Compare Celsius (NOTE: used
in the USA, but less common in the UK and
not usually used in other countries. It is usu-
ally written as F after the degree sign: 32°F:
say: ‘thirty-two degrees Fahrenheit’.)
fail

� fail /fel/ (fails, failing, failed) verb 1.
not to succeed [~on] � The examination
was very difficult – half the students failed.
� He passed his maths exam but failed
English. � She failed in her attempt to be-
come a contestant in the TV game show. 2.
� to fail to do something not to do some-
thing that should be done � The car failed
to stop at the red light. 3. not to work prop-
erly � The brakes failed and he couldn’t
stop the car. � if all else fails if you can’t
do anything else � If all else fails you can
always borrow my car.
failingfailing1 /felŋ/ noun a weakness or bad
point of something or someone � She has
only one failing – she goes to sleep in front
of the TV every night. � In spite of his fail-
ings, we still think he is a wonderful father.
failingfailing2 � failing that if that does not
work � Try some tape to seal the joint or,
failing that, call a plumber.
failure

� failure /feljə/ noun 1. a situation in
which something stops working � The ac-
cident was caused by brake failure. � The
failure of the plane’s engine caused the
crash. 2. an occasion on a person or event
is not successful � His attempts to balance
on one leg were a complete failure. 3. a per-
son who does not succeed at things � I’m
no good at anything – I’m a failure.
faintfaint /fent/ adj difficult to see or hear �
They could hear a faint tapping under the
wreckage. � We could just see the faint out-
line of a man in the fog. (NOTE: + faintly
adv) � verb (faints, fainting, fainted) to be-
come unconscious for a short time � She
fainted when she saw the blood.
fair

� fair /feə/ adj 1. (of hair or skin) light-col-
oured � Her hair is quite fair. � People with
fair skin should use a stronger sun cream.
2. not very good � Her work is only fair. 3.
right, giving someone what they deserve �
That’s not fair – you must let other children
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play with the ball too. � It isn’t fair if you
go on holiday when we have so much work
to do. 4. (of weather) bright and warm � Ac-
cording to the TV the weather will be fair
tomorrow. � noun 1. a group of machines
for riding on and stalls where you can win
things, set up in one place for a short time
� The fair is coming to the village for the
Easter Bank Holiday. � He went to the fair
and won a prize for shooting. 2. an exhibi-
tion for selling and advertising goods � We
are going to the car fair tomorrow. (NOTE:
Do not confuse with fare.)
fair gamefair game /feə ��em/ noun a person or
thing which it is fair to criticise
fairgroundfairground /�feə�raυnd/ noun a place in
the open air where a fair is held
fairly

� fairly /�feəli/ adv 1. in a way that is
right; giving people what they deserve �
She complained that she had not been
treated fairly in the interview. 2. to some
degree � I’m fairly certain I have seen this
film before. � She had been working there
a fairly short time. � The hotel is fairly
close to the centre of town. (NOTE: The or-
der of words for fairly and quite is different:
He’s a fairly good worker but He’s quite a
good worker.)
fairnessfairness /�feənəs/ noun a tendency or
ability to do things in a fair way � Every-
one acknowledged her fairness in dealing
with staff complaints.
fairwayfairway /�feəwe/ noun a part of a golf
course where the grass is cut, though it is
not very short
fairyfairy /�feəri/ (plural fairies) noun a small
imaginary creature who can perform magic
fairytalefairytale /�feəritel/ noun a children’s
story about fairies, princes, princesses and
giants
faith

� faith /feθ/ noun 1. confidence or trust
[~in] � I don’t have much faith in these new
teaching methods. 2. a religious belief � We
must respect people of other faiths. � in
good faith honestly, even though perhaps
wrongly � I sold him the car in good faith
– I didn’t know it would break down the
next day.
faithfulfaithful /�feθf(ə)l/ adj (of a person or an
animal) trusting or loyal � his faithful old
dog � We must be faithful to father’s last
wishes.
fakefake /fek/ noun something which is made
or designed to look like something else that
is, e.g. more valuable � That picture isn’t
by Picasso, it’s a fake. � adj not real � She
was wearing a fake fur coat.

falconfalcon /�fɔ�lkən/ noun a small bird of
prey, sometimes trained to catch other
birds as a sport
fall

� fall /fɔ�l/ verb (falls, falling, fell, fallen)
1. to drop to a lower level
[~down/off/through/into/out of etc] � Snow
fell all night � She fell down the stairs. �

He fell off the ladder. � Did he fall into the
river or did someone push him? 2. [~by/~in-
to/onto/~of/~off/through/out of
etc/~on/~to/~with] � to fall asleep to go to
sleep � We all fell asleep after dinner. �

noun 1. an amount of something which has
come down � There was a heavy fall of
snow during the night. 2. the process of go-
ing to a lower level [~in] � a welcome fall in
the price of oil � the fall in the exchange
rate 3. the act of losing your balance [~of] �
He had a fall and hurt his back. � She had
a bad fall while skiing.

fall apart phrasal verb 1. to come to piec-
es � My shoes are falling apart. � The
porcelain dish just fell apart in my hands.
2. to come to an end (in its present form)
� When they showed him the letters, his
life simply fell apart. � When our Ger-
man partners withdrew, the deal fell
apart.
fall away phrasal verb to become less
fall back on phrasal verb to do or use
something only after all other things have
failed
fall behind phrasal verb to be late in do-
ing something
fall down phrasal verb 1. to drop to the
ground � She fell down and hurt her
knee. 2. to become broken down through
age � The place has been deserted for so
long it’s falling down.
fall for phrasal verb 1. to fall in love with
someone � She always falls for intelli-
gent men. 2. to be tricked by something �
Don’t fall for his sales talk.
fall off phrasal verb to become fewer �
The number of customers starts to fall off
after 4 o’clock.
fall out phrasal verb 1. to drop to the
ground after having been in something �
We put cushions on the floor next to the
bed in case she fell out. 2. to have an ar-
gument � They fell out over the bill for
drinks.
fall over phrasal verb to fall down after
having been upright
fall through phrasal verb not to take place
as planned

fallacyfallacy /�f�ləsi/ (plural fallacies) noun a
false argument
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falliblefallible /f�lb(ə)l/ adj capable of being
wrong
falling-outfalling-out /�fɔ
lŋ aυt/ (plural fallings-
out) noun the act of having an argument
with someone
falloutfallout /fɔ
laυt/ noun an unfortunate re-
sult � the fallout from the arrest of the par-
ty treasurer
false

� false /fɔ
ls/ adj not real; designed to
look like something real � a set of false
nails
false alarmfalse alarm /fɔ
ls ə |lɑ
m/ noun a signal
for an emergency when there isn’t one
falsehoodfalsehood /fɔ
lshυd/ noun a lie (literary)
� It appears that he had told several false-
hoods under oath.
false startfalse start /�fɔ
ls stɑ
t/ noun a start of a
race which is not allowed by the judge
falsifyfalsify /fɔ
lsfa/ (falsifies, falsifying,
falsified) verb to change something to
make it wrong or not real
falterfalter /fɔ
ltə/ (falters, faltering, faltered)
verb 1. to stop happening or working effec-
tively � The engine faltered and then
stopped. � Progress in the talks faltered. 2.
to speak nervously with pauses � As she
ended the speech her voice faltered for a
moment.
famefame /fem/ noun the fact of being famous
or well-known
famedfamed /femd/ adj well-known
familiar

� familiar /fə |mliə/ adj heard or seen
before; that you know � The dog wagged
its tail as it heard its master’s familiar
voice at the door. � He looked round the
room, and saw a couple of familiar faces.
familiarityfamiliarity /fə|�mli |�rti/ noun 1. a good
knowledge of someone or something
[~with] � His familiarity with London
makes him an excellent guide. 2. a very in-
formal way of speaking to someone � The
manager told him off for familiarity with
the customers.
family

� family /f�m(ə)li/ (plural families)
noun 1. a group of people who are related
to each other, especially mother, father and
children � He grew up in a big family of
five brothers and sisters. 2. a group of ani-
mals or plants which are closely related �
Lions and tigers are members of the cat
family.
family namefamily name /f�m(ə)li nem/ noun the
name of someone’s family, shared by all
people in the family
family planningfamily planning /�f�m(ə)li pl�nŋ/
noun the practice of controlling the number

of children in a family by preventing un-
wanted pregnancies
family treefamily tree /�f�m(ə)li tri
/ noun a table
showing a family going back over many
generations
faminefamine /f�mn/ noun a very serious lack
of food
famishedfamished /f�mʃt/ adj very hungry
famous

� famous /feməs/ adj known to many
people, especially most people in a place or
country � a famous department store �

He’s a famous footballer. � This tea shop is
famous for its cakes.
fan

� fan /f�n/ noun 1. a piece of equipment
for moving air to make people or things
cooler � We put electric fans in the office to
try to keep cool. 2. an enthusiastic support-
er of something or someone, e.g. a team or
a pop group � There was a crowd of fans
waiting for him outside the theatre.
fanaticfanatic /fə |n�tk/ noun a person who is
extremely enthusiastic about something
fancifulfanciful /f�nsf(ə)l/ adj imaginative or
unlikely
fan clubfan club /f�n kl�b/ noun an organised
group of supporters of someone, e.g. a pop
star or an actor
fancy

� fancy /f�nsi/ verb (fancies, fancying,
fancied) 1. to want to have something
(informal) � I fancy an ice cream – anyone
else want one? � Do you fancy sharing a
taxi to the airport? 2. to like someone in a
sexual way � I’m sure that guy fancies you.
� adj (fancier, fanciest) attractive or deco-
rated � He wore a fancy tie to the party.
fancy dressfancy dress /�f�nsi dres/ noun an unu-
sual costume worn to a party
fanfarefanfare /f�nfeə/ noun a short piece of
music, played especially on trumpets,
when an important person arrives or a
show starts
fangfang /f�ŋ/ noun an animal’s long tooth
fantasisefantasise /f�ntəsaz/ (fantasises, fan-
tasising, fantasised), fantasize verb to
imagine
fantastic

� fantastic /f�n |t�stk/ adj 1. wonder-
ful � We had a fantastic time on holiday. 2.
strange; like a dream � His stories are full
of fantastic creatures.
fantasyfantasy /f�ntəsi/ (plural fantasies) noun
an invented story � Her story of meeting a
rich man in Paris was pure fantasy.
FAQFAQ /f�k, �ef e kju
/ abbr frequently
asked questions
far

� far /fɑ
/ adv 1. a certain distance away
� The railway station is not far from here.
� How far away is Paris from London? �

Intermediate.fm  Page 235  Monday, August 23, 2004 5:36 PM



faraway 236
The road was blocked by cars as far as we
could see. 2. used with comparatives to
mean ‘much’ � It is far cheaper to go by
bus than by train. � Restaurant food is far
nicer than the food at college. � adj (farther
or further, farthest or furthest) a long way
away; distant � The shop is at the far end of
the High Street. � as far as I know or can
tell I think, but I am not completely sure �
As far as I know, the train is on time. � As
far as I can tell, the engine is working nor-
mally.
farawayfaraway /�fɑ
rə |we/ adj which is a long
way away
farcefarce /fɑ
s/ noun 1. a funny play based on
silly situations � We went to see a 19th-
century French farce. 2. a silly situation �
The meeting rapidly became a farce.
farcicalfarcical /fɑ
sk(ə)l/ adj silly
fare

� fare /feə/ noun a price which you have
to pay for a journey � Rail fares have been
increased by 10%. � The tourist-class fare
is much less than the first class one. � If
you walk to work, you will save £5 a week
on bus fares. (NOTE: Do not confuse with
fair.)
fare dodgerfare dodger /feə �dɒd�ə/ noun a person
who travels on public transport without a
ticket
farewellfarewell /feə |wel/ interj, noun goodbye �
It’s time to say farewell. � adj at which you
say goodbye � We gave a farewell party for
our neighbours who were going to live in
Canada.
far-fetchedfar-fetched /�fɑ
 fetʃt/ adj difficult to
believe
far fromfar from /fɑ
 frɒm/ adv not at all � The
food here is far from cheap.
farm

� farm /fɑ
m/ noun an area of land used
for growing crops and raising animals � He
runs a pig farm. � We’re going to work on
a farm during the holidays. � You can buy
eggs and vegetables at the farm shop. �
verb (farms, farming, farmed) to grow
crops or raise animals on a farm � He farms
dairy cattle in Devon.

farm out� phrasal verb 1. to hand over
work to another person to do 2. to hand
over a child for someone else to look af-
ter � The children were farmed out to
their grandparents for a week.

farmer

� farmer /fɑ
mə/ noun a person who
manages or owns a farm
farmhousefarmhouse /fɑ
mhaυs/ noun the house
where a farmer and his or her family live
farmingfarming /fɑ
mŋ/ noun the work of man-
aging a farm, e.g. growing crops or keep-
ing animals for sale

farmlandfarmland /fɑ
ml�nd/ noun land which
is used for growing crops or raising ani-
mals for food
farmyardfarmyard /fɑ
mjɑ
d/ noun an area
around farm buildings, where tractors are
sometimes kept
far off

� far off /�fɑ
r ɒf/ adv a long way away
� We could see the house far off beside the
lake.
far-offfar-off /fɑ
r ɒf/ adj which is a long way
away
far-reachingfar-reaching /�fɑ
 ri
tʃŋ/ adj which has
wide effects or results
far-sightedfar-sighted /�fɑ
 satd/ adj 1. having
the ability to make wise plans for the future
� They were far-sighted enough to save
money for their children’s tuition fees. 2.
US unable to see clearly things that are a
short distance away
fartfart /fɑ
t/ (farts, farting, farted) verb to
pass wind from the intestines through the
anus (vulgar)
fartherfarther /fɑ
ðə/ adv at or to a longer way
away
fascinate

� fascinate /f�snet/ (fascinates,
fascinating, fascinated) verb to make
someone very interested
fascinatedfascinated /f�snetd/ adj very inter-
ested
fascinating

� fascinating /f�snetŋ/ adj very in-
teresting � A microscope gives you a fasci-
nating glimpse of life in a drop of water. �
The book gives a fascinating description of
London in the 1930s. � It was fascinating
to hear her talk about her travels in India.
fascinationfascination /�f�s |neʃ(ə)n/ noun great
interest or attraction
fascismfascism /f�ʃz(ə)m/ noun an extreme
right-wing political movement
fascistfascist /f�ʃst/ noun a person who sup-
ports fascism � when the fascists came to
power
fashion

� fashion /f�ʃ(ə)n/ noun the most pop-
ular style at a particular time [~for] � the
fashion for short skirts worn worn boots �
in fashion popular; following the current
style � High heels are in fashion this year.
� out of fashion unpopular; not the current
style � Red cars are out of fashion at the
moment.
fashionablefashionable /f�ʃ(ə)nəb(ə)l/ adj 1. of a
style which is popular at a particular time �
These loose trousers are really fashionable
at the moment. 2. popular with rich or
glamorous people � She lives in the fash-
ionable West End of London. � It’s a fash-
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ionable restaurant for film stars and jour-
nalists.
fast

� fast /fɑ
st/ adj 1. quick � I just love
driving fast cars. 2. not stopping anywhere
� This is the fast train to London. 3. (of a
clock) to show a time which is later than the
correct time � adv 1. quickly � Walk faster
if you want to catch up with the children in
front. � Don’t go so fast – you almost hit
that man on the zebra crossing. 2. tightly
fixed in a particular position � The window
was stuck fast and I couldn’t open it. � verb
(fasts, fasting, fasted) to eat nothing for
religious or health reasons � Many people
fast during Lent. � He fasted for a week.
fastenfasten /fɑ
s(ə)n/ (fastens, fastening,
fastened) verb to close or attach something
tightly � Please fasten your seatbelts. �

These shoes fasten with a buckle.
fastenerfastener /fɑ
s(ə)nə/, fastening noun an
object which fastens something such as a
piece of clothing
fasteningfastening /fɑ
s(ə)nŋ/ noun a device
which fastens something
fast food

� fast food /fɑ
st fυd/ noun food which
is prepared and served quickly
fast-forwardfast-forward /fɑ
st fɔ
wəd/ (fast-for-
wards, fast-forwarding, fast-forwarded)
verb to make something such as a DVD or
a videotape move forward quickly
fastidiousfastidious /f� |stdiəs/ adj hard to
please, careful about tidiness and cleanli-
ness
fast-trackfast-track /�fɑ
st tr�k/ adj (of a proc-
ess) which is faster than normal � They
have started a fast-track application
scheme.
fat

� fat /f�t/ adj (fatter, fattest) having too
much flesh or weighing too much � Two fat
men got out of the little white car. � You’ll
have to eat less – you’re getting too fat. �

He’s fatter than me. � noun a part of meat
which is yellowish-white � If you don’t like
the fat, cut it off.
fatalfatal /fet(ə)l/ adj causing people to die �
There were three fatal accidents on this
road last year.
fatalismfatalism /fet(ə)lz(ə)m/ noun the belief
that fate decides what happens to you and
that you cannot change this
fatalityfatality /fə |t�lti/ (plural fatalities) noun
a death in an accident
fat catfat cat /f�t k�t/ noun a rich person
(informal)
fatefate /fet/ noun 1. destiny; what is certain
to happen to you � They met by chance in a
bar in New Zealand, and got married – it
must have been fate! 2. what happens to

someone, especially in the end � The peo-
ple of the country have the right to decide
their own fate. (NOTE: Do not confuse with
fete.) � to tempt fate to do something
which could have bad results � It’s tempt-
ing fate to ask him to look after your girl-
friend while you are away.
fatefulfateful /fetf(ə)l/ adj important because
of its serious results for the future
father

� father /fɑ
ðə/ noun a man who has a
son or daughter � Ask your father if he will
lend you his car. � She is coming to tea with
her mother and father.
Father Christmas

� Father Christmas /�fɑ
ðə krsməs/
noun a man in a long red coat, with a big
white beard, who is supposed to bring
presents to children on Christmas Day
father figurefather figure /fɑ
ðə �f(ə/ noun a man
who helps and advises a younger person
who is not his child
fatherhoodfatherhood /fɑ
ðəhυd/ noun the fact of
being a father
father-in-lawfather-in-law /fɑ
ðər n lɔ
/ (plural fa-
thers-in-law) noun the father of your wife
or husband
fatherlyfatherly /fɑ
ðəli/ adj like a father
fathomfathom /f�ðəm/ (fathoms, fathoming,
fathomed) verb also fathom out to under-
stand something or someone
fatiguefatigue /fə |ti
(/ noun the fact of being
tired (formal) � After a long day walking in
the mountains, the group were showing
signs of fatigue.
fattenfatten /f�t(ə)n/; /�f�t(ə)n �p/ (fattens,
fattening, fattened) verb to give animals
more food to make them fat for slaughter

fatten up phrasal verb to give animals
more food to make them fat for slaughter

fatteningfattening /f�t(ə)nŋ/ adj which makes
you fat
fattyfatty /f�ti/ (fattier, fattiest) adj (of food or
tissue) which has a lot of fat in it � I don’t
like fatty bacon.
fatuousfatuous /f�tjuəs/ adj silly and thought-
less
faucet

� faucet /fɔ
st/ noun US an object
which, when you twist it, lets liquid or gas
come out
fault

� fault /fɔ
lt/ noun 1. the fact of making
a mistake or of being to blame for some-
thing going wrong � It isn’t my fault if
there’s nothing in the fridge. � It’s all your
fault – if you hadn’t stayed in bed all morn-
ing we would be at the seaside by now. 2.
an instance of something not working
properly [~in] � The invoice was wrong be-
cause of a fault in the computer system. �
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The engineers are trying to mend an elec-
trical fault. 3. a mistake in serving in tennis
� He served two double faults. � at fault
having made a mistake � The shop is at
fault if they sent you the wrong table.
faultlessfaultless /fɔ
ltləs/ adj perfect
faulty

� faulty /fɔ
lti/ adj 1. not working cor-
rectly or not made correctly � The lights
are flickering – there must be a faulty con-
nection somewhere. 2. with mistakes in
planning or judgment � a faulty argument
faunafauna /fɔ
nə/ (plural faunas or faunae)
noun wild animals, or all the wild animals
of a specific area. Compare flora
faux pasfaux pas /�fəυ pɑ
/ noun an embarrass-
ing mistake, especially in something you
do (literary)
favorfavor /fevə/ noun, verb US spelling of
favour
favorablefavorable /fev(ə)rəb(ə)l/ adj US spell-
ing of favourable
favoritefavorite /fev(ə)rət/ noun, verb US
spelling of favourite
favour

� favour /fevə/ noun 1. a friendly act
done to help someone � Can I ask a favour
– will you look after my bike while I’m in
the post office? � to do someone a favour
to do something to help someone � He
won’t charge for it – he did it as a favour. �
Will you do me a favour and look after my
cat when I’m away? 2. approval or popu-
larity � She tried to win the favour of the
committee. � in favour liked or approved
of � out of favour disliked � verb (favours,
favouring, favoured) 1. to like or prefer
something � The managers favour moving
to a bigger office. 2. to make things easier
for someone � The conditions favour Aus-
tralian bowlers. � in favour of something
preferring something � We were all in in
favour of a change of venue.
favourablefavourable /fev(ə)rəb(ə)l/ adj good
favourite

� favourite /fev(ə)rət/ adj which you
like best � Which is your favourite TV pro-
gramme? (NOTE: The US spelling is fa-
vorite.) � noun 1. something or someone
you like best � Which ice cream is your fa-
vourite? � This game is a favourite with the
children. � The singer was a favourite in
the fifties. (NOTE: The US spelling is fa-
vorite.) 2. someone who is treated better
than other people by a particular person �
She was always her father’s favourite.
favouritismfavouritism /fev(ə)rətz(ə)m/ noun
the practice of showing support for one
group or one person at the expense of oth-
ers (NOTE: The US spelling is favoritism.)

fawnfawn /fɔ
n/ noun a young deer � a female
deer with two little fawns � adj of a brown-
ish-cream colour
fax

� fax /f�ks/ noun a copy of a document
or picture sent to someone using telephone
lines � Post it to me, or send a fax. � Can
you confirm the booking by fax? � verb
(faxes, faxing, faxed) to send a document
or picture by telephone � I will fax the de-
sign to you or I will fax you the design as
soon as it is ready.
fazefaze /fez/ (fazes, fazing, fazed) verb to
surprise or shock someone
fear

� fear /fə/ noun the feeling of being
afraid [~of/~that] � Fear of the dark is com-
mon in small children. � She had a real
fear that she would not recover fully from
the illness. � verb (fears, fearing, feared)
1. to be afraid of something (formal) �

What do you fear most? 2. to worry that
something bad might happen [~(that)/~for]
� The family feared homelessness and hun-
ger. � Climate experts fear that the ice will
melt making the sea level rise. � to fear for
someone or something to worry about
someone or something � Most parents fear
for their child’s safety.
fearfulfearful /fəf(ə)l/ adj terrible
fearlessfearless /fələs/ adj with no feeling of
fear
fearsomefearsome /fəs(ə)m/ adj frightening (lit-
erary)
feasiblefeasible /fi
zb(ə)l/ adj which can be
done
feastfeast /fi
st/ noun 1. a very large meal for
a group of people, especially one eaten to
celebrate a special occasion 2. a special re-
ligious day � Today is the Feast of St Ni-
cholas.
featfeat /fi
t/ noun an particularly difficult act
feather

� feather /feðə/ noun one of many light
soft parts which cover a bird’s body
featheryfeathery /feðəri/ adj light and delicate
like a feather
feature

� feature /fi
tʃə/ noun 1. a part of the
face such as the nose or mouth  � His unu-
sual features make him easy to recognise.
2. an important part or aspect of something
� The main feature of the castle is its huge
tower. � Fjords are a feature of the coast-
line of Norway. 3. an important story or ar-
ticle in a TV news programme or in a
newspaper  � a feature on nuclear power �
verb (features, featuring, featured) 1. to
have someone as the main performer of a
film, a TV programme or a play � The film
featured Charlie Chaplin as the tramp. �
The circus features Russian clowns. 2. to
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have something as the most important part
� The tour features a visit to the Valley of
the Kings. � The next programme will fea-
ture a discussion between environmental
experts. 3. to appear as the main actor in, or
as the subject of a film or a TV programme
[~in] � She has featured in many TV series.
feature filmfeature film /fi
tʃə flm/ noun a full-
length film
February

� February /februəri/ noun the second
month of the year, between January and
March � My birthday is in February. � He
died on February 17th. � We are moving to
new offices next February. (NOTE: February
17th: say ‘the seventeenth of February’ or
‘February the seventeenth’, or in US English
‘February seventeenth’.)
fecklessfeckless /fekləs/ adj having no determi-
nation or strength of character
fed

� fed /fed/ past tense and past participle
of feed
federal

� federal /fed(ə)rəl/ adj 1. relating to
the central government of the United States
� Most federal offices are in Washington. �
Federal law is more important than state
law. 2. relating to a system where a group
of states exist under a central government �
the former Federal Republic of Germany
federalismfederalism /fed(ə)rəlz(ə)m/ noun a
type of government in which the state is a
group of provinces or states with a central
government
federationfederation /�fedə|reʃ(ə)n/ noun a group
of states or organisations which have
joined together
fed up

� fed up /�fed �p/ adj feeling bored and
unhappy [~with] (informal) � She went back
to school last Tuesday and she’s already
fed up. � I’m fed up with watching TV –
let’s go out.
fee

� fee /fi
/ noun money paid to someone
such as a doctor or lawyer for work done �
Private school fees are very high. � The
lawyer’s fee for two days’ work was more
than I earn in a month!
feeblefeeble /fi
b(ə)l/ (feebler, feeblest) adj 1.
physically weak, especially because of ill-
ness or age � He gave a feeble wave with
his hand. � The voice on the phone sound-
ed feeble. 2. not strong or able to be seen or
heard well � She replied in a feeble voice.
feed

� feed /fi
d/ verb (feeds, feeding, fed) 1.
to give food to a person or an animal � I’d
better just feed the baby before we go out.
� Could you feed the cat while we’re
away? 2. to take milk from its mother �
Please don’t disturb the baby while she’s

feeding. � noun food given to animals � a
bag of cattle feed
feedback

� feedback /fi
db�k/ noun informa-
tion or comments about something which
has been done [~on/~from]
feel

� feel /fi
l/ verb (feels, feeling, felt) 1. to
touch something, usually with your fingers
� Feel how soft the bed is. 2. to seem soft,
cold, etc., when touched � The bed feels
hard. � The stone floor felt cold. 3. to expe-
rience something with your body or mind
[~(that)/~about] � Did you feel the table
move? � I felt the lift go down suddenly. �

Do you feel warmer now that you’ve had a
cup of tea? � They felt happy when they
saw that all was well. � By twelve o’clock
she was feeling hungry. 4. to think some-
thing [~(that)] � He feels it would be wrong
to leave the children alone in the house. �
The police felt that the accident was due to
fog. � noun how something seems when
touched � the rough feel of the wooden
floor � Velvet has a soft feel.

feel for phrasal verb to be sympathetic to-
wards someone
feel up to phrasal verb to be strong or
well enough to do something

feel-goodfeel-good /), fi
l (υd/ adj causing peo-
ple to feel happy
feeling

� feeling /fi
lŋ/ noun an opinion that
you have formed about something
[/~against/~on/about//~about/~that] � a
feeling of security � a feeling that someone
is watching you � What is your feeling
about the idea? � plural noun feelings
someone’s emotions � to hurt someone’s
feelings to upset someone � I didn’t want
to hurt her feelings.
feet

� feet /fi
t/ plural of foot
feignfeign /fen/ (feigns, feigning, feigned)
verb to pretend to feel an emotion
feistyfeisty /fasti/ adj energetic and brave
(informal)
felinefeline /fi
lan/ adj like a cat
fell

� fell /fel/ (fells, felling, felled) past tense
of fall
fellow

� fellow /feləυ/ noun 1. a man � A young
fellow came up to me and asked me the
time. � Who’s that fellow with a beard? 2.
a person who belongs to the same group �
I was OK on the boat, but several of my fel-
low passengers were sick.
fellowship

� fellowship /feləυʃp/ noun 1. a
friendly feeling � He developed a feeling of
fellowship with the other hostages. 2. a
grant to continue studying � She has a fel-
lowship to research into the causes of skin
cancer.
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felt

� felt /felt/ noun a thick material made of
wool fibres pressed together
felt-tipfelt-tip /felt tp/ noun a pen which has a
tip made from felt
female

� female /fi
mel/ adj 1. relating to
women or girls � a female athlete 2. relat-
ing to the sex of an animal, insect or bird
which gives birth to young or produces
eggs � a female kitten 3. relating to a flow-
er which produces seeds
feminine

� feminine /femnn/ adj like a woman
or suitable for a woman � Her long white
silk dress was very feminine.
femininityfemininity /�fem |nnti/ noun female
qualities
feminismfeminism /femnz(ə)m/ noun the fact
of being a feminist
fence

� fence /fens/ noun a type of wall made
of wood or wire, used to keep people or an-
imals in or out of a place � The fence was
blown down. � The boys looked through
the hole in the fence. � The builders put up
a fence round the construction site. � to sit
on the fence to avoid giving a definite an-
swer to a question or giving support to one
particular side � He never takes sides – he
just sits on the fence.
fencingfencing /fensŋ/ noun 1. material which
makes a fence � The crowd surged forward
and flattened the fencing around the foot-
ball ground. 2. the sport of fighting with
swords � Fencing is one of the sports in the
pentathlon.
fendfend /fend/ (fends, fending, fended) verb
� to fend for yourself to look after your-
self � We went to Spain and left the chil-
dren to fend for themselves.

fend off phrasal verb to push someone
away � He spent the morning fending off
newspaper reporters.

fender

� fender /fendə/ noun 1. a low guard
around a fireplace to stop coal or wood
falling out into the room � She sat by the
fender, poking the fire. 2. US a guard over
the wheels of a car or bicycle, to prevent
mud splashing � She ran into a tree and
bent a fender.
feng shuifeng shui /�f�ŋ ʃwe/ noun a way of ar-
ranging buildings and the furniture in them
to bring happiness and good luck, accord-
ing to the principles of a Chinese system
based on energy flow
fermentferment1 /f#
ment/ noun a disturbance
or upset � The university was in a ferment.
fermentferment2 /fə |ment/ (ferments, ferment-
ing, fermented) verb to change into alco-
hol by the effect of yeast on sugar � Cider

has to ferment for at least ten weeks before
it is ready to drink.
fernfern /f#
n/ noun a green plant with feath-
ery leaves which does not have flowers or
seeds
ferociousferocious /fə |rəυʃəs/ adj wild and angry
� a ferocious dog
ferocityferocity /fə |rɒsti/ noun the fact of being
fierce
ferretferret /fert/ noun a small animal similar
to a weasel, which is half-tamed and used
to drive rabbits or rats from holes � As boys
we used to go rat-catching with ferrets.
ferry

� ferry /feri/ (plural ferries) noun a boat
which carries cars and trucks or people
across a stretch of water � We are going to
take the night ferry to Belgium. � There’s a
ferry across the Rhine here.
fertilefertile /f#
tal/ adj 1. ((of land)) able to
produce good crops 2. (of a female or an
egg) able to produce young � The zoo
hopes the female panda is fertile, so that
she can have cubs. � The eagle laid several
eggs but only two were fertile. 3. producing
many good ideas
fertilisefertilise /f#
təlaz/ (fertilises, fertilis-
ing, fertilised), fertilize verb 1. to spread
fertiliser on land � The soil is poor and
needs to be heavily fertilised. 2. to join
male and female cells together, so that a
new animal or plant will be made � The
sheep was fertilised in the laboratory.
fertiliser

� fertiliser /f#
təlazə/, fertilizer noun
a chemical or organic material spread over
the soil to make it richer and more able to
produce crops
fertility

� fertility /f#
 |tlti/ noun the fact of be-
ing fertile, or of being able to produce
crops or young
fervourfervour /f#
və/ noun a strong enthusiasm
(NOTE: The US spelling is fervor.)
festerfester /festə/ (festers, festering, fes-
tered) verb 1. (of a wound) to become in-
fected � His legs were covered with fester-
ing sores. 2. to become worse and more bit-
ter � The resentment of the staff continued
to fester.
festival

� festival /festv(ə)l/ noun 1. a reli-
gious celebration which is celebrated at the
same time each year and is usually a public
holiday � The tour will visit Hong Kong for
the Lantern Festival. 2. an event, often last-
ing several days, where entertainment is
provided � We saw some excellent plays at
the Edinburgh Festival this year.
festivefestive /festv/ adj referring to a celebra-
tion
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festoonfestoon /fe|stu
n/ (festoons, festoon-
ing, festooned) verb to hang a place with
decorations � The streets were festooned
with flags.
fetch

� fetch /fetʃ/ (fetches, fetching,
fetched) verb to go to a place and bring
someone or something back � It’s your
turn to fetch the children from school. �

Can you fetch me the atlas?
fetefete /fet/, fête noun a small public event,
usually in the open air, with stalls, side-
shows and competitions � I hope it doesn’t
rain for the village fête. (NOTE: Do not con-
fuse with fate.)
fetishfetish /fetʃ/ noun 1. a strong sexual in-
terest in a certain object or material � a
rubber fetish 2. a very strong interest in or
liking for something
feudfeud /fju
d/ noun a bitter quarrel � I don’t
want to get involved in their family feud.
(NOTE: + feud v)
feudalfeudal /fju
d(ə)l/ adj referring to the feu-
dal system
feverfever /fi
və/ noun a state in which the
body’s temperature is higher than normal �
You must stay in bed until the fever goes
down.
feverishfeverish /fi
vərʃ/ adj 1. suffering from
fever � He felt feverish and took an aspirin.
2. nervously quick or excited � In a burst of
feverish activity he finally finished writing
the book on time.
few

� few /fju
/ adj (fewer, fewest), noun not
many � She has very few friends at work. �
We go to fewer concerts than last year. �

few and far between not very frequent �

Trains are few and far between on Sun-
days.
fiancéfiancé /f |ɒnse/, fiancée noun a man or
woman who is engaged to be married �

Her fiancé is a French lawyer. � He
brought his fiancée to the party.
fiascofiasco /fi |�skəυ/ (plural fiascos) noun a
total failure
fibfib /fb/ noun a lie about something unim-
portant (informal) � That was a little fib,
wasn’t it?
fibrefibre /fabə/ noun 1. a small thread of
material � From the fibres left at the scene
of the murder, the police could work out
what the murderer had been wearing. 2.
thin threads in foods such as vegetables
and bread, which cannot be digested, but
which helps food to pass through your
body � You need to eat more fibre.
fibreglassfibreglass /fabə(lɑ
s/ noun a material
made from glass fibres, used to make boats
and car bodies � He’s bought a new fibre-

glass boat. (NOTE: The US spelling is fiber-
glass.)
ficklefickle /fk(ə)l/ adj likely to change often;
not steady
fictionfiction /fkʃən/ noun novels � fiction
writers such as Graham Greene � To find
the latest novels you must look in the fic-
tion section of the library.
fictionalfictional /fkʃən(ə)l/ adj 1. (of a
character) who exists in fiction � Mr Pick-
wick, Sam Weller and other fictional char-
acters from Dickens may have been based
on real people. 2. written as a novel � The
book is a fictional account of a real murder.
fictitiousfictitious /fk|tʃəs/ adj not true or not
real
fiddle

� fiddle /fd(ə)l/ verb (fiddles, fiddling,
fiddled) to keep information about money
in a dishonest way � The company caught
him fiddling his expense account. � She
tried to fiddle her tax return. � noun dis-
honest or illegal dealings (informal) � The
whole thing’s a fiddle to get money from
the EU. � on the fiddle trying to make
money illegally
fiddlyfiddly /fdli/ adj small and awkward to
use (informal)
fidelityfidelity /f|delti/ noun 1. the fact of being
faithful � He was rewarded for his fidelity
to the president. 2. the quality of the sound
produced by an electronic machine such as
a CD player � a high fidelity CD player
fidgetfidget /fd�t/ (fidgets, fidgeting, fidget-
ed) verb to move all the time � After an
hour he started to fidget in his seat. � Sit
still and stop fidgeting!
field

� field /fi
ld/ noun 1. a piece of ground on
a farm, used for keeping animals or grow-
ing crops � a field of potatoes � The sheep
are in the field. 2. a piece of ground for
playing a game � a football field � The two
teams ran onto the field.
field dayfield day /fi
ld de/ noun a busy and ex-
citing time
fielderfielder /fi
ldə/ noun a member of a crick-
et side which is not batting
field eventfield event /fi
ld  |�vent/ noun a sport in-
volving throwing or jumping, e.g. the high
jump or the javelin
field marshalfield marshal /�fi
ld mɑ
ʃ(ə)l/ noun an
officer of the highest rank in the army
(NOTE: can be used as a title with a name:
Field Marshal Haig)
field testfield test /fi
ld test/ noun a test of a new
piece of equipment in a real environment
field tripfield trip /fi
ld trp/ noun a trip taken in
order to study a subject
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fieldworkfieldwork /�fi�ldw��k/ noun the practice
of doing some work in a real environment
as part of a course of study
fiendfiend /fi�nd/ noun 1. an evil person � the
fiend who attacked the old lady 2. a person
who is very enthusiastic about something �
He’s a car fiend. � She’s a health-food
fiend.
fiendishfiendish /�fi�ndʃ/ adj 1. very unpleasant
2. very difficult � You have to pass a fiend-
ish exam to become an accountant.
fiercefierce /fəs/ adj very angry and likely to
attack � Watch out – that dog looks fierce.
fiercelyfiercely /�fəsli/ adv strongly � She is
fiercely independent.
fieryfiery /�faəri/ adj 1. burning � a fiery char-
iot 2. fierce or angry � She has a fiery tem-
per.
fifteen

� fifteen /ff |�ti�n/ noun the number 15
fifteenth

� fifteenth /ff |�ti�nθ/ adj relating to
number 15 in a series � noun number 15 in
a series
fifth

� fifth /ffθ/ adj relating to number 5 in a
series � noun 1. number 5 in a series 2. one
part of five equal parts
fiftieth

� fiftieth /�fftiəθ/ adj relating to number
50 in a series � noun number 50 in a series
fifty

� fifty /�ffti/ noun the number 50
fifty-fiftyfifty-fifty /�ffti �ffti/ adj, adv divided
into two equal amounts
figfig /f�/ noun the juicy sweet fruit of the
fig tree � We sat under the tree and ate figs
and goat’s cheese.
fight

� fight /fat/ noun 1. an occasion on
which people try to hurt each other or
knock each other down [~with/~between] �
He got into a fight with boys who were big-
ger than him. � Fights broke out between
the demonstrators and the police. � to pick
a fight with someone to start a fight with
someone 2. a situation in which people do
everything they can to stop something
from happening [~against/for] � a fight
against the new developments � verb
(fights, fighting, fought) 1. to be involved
in a situation in which people try to hurt
each other or knock each other down � Ri-
val gangs fought in the street. 2. to do eve-
rything you can try to stop something from
happening � We are committed to fighting
crime. � Doctors are fighting to control the
disease.

fight off phrasal verb to get rid of an at-
tacker or an illness

fighter

� fighter /�fatə/ noun 1. a person who
fights � The referee stopped the fight when
one of the fighters had a cut eye. 2. a person

who is strong � She’s a real fighter – she’ll
pull through this illness. 3. a fast attacking
aircraft � Two fighters went up to attack the
enemy bombers.
figmentfigment /�f�mənt/ noun � a figment of
someone’s imagination something which
a person has imagined but which is not real
figurativefigurative /�f�ərətv/ adj 1. (of art)
which shows something as it really is �

He’s a well-known figurative artist. 2.
which is not the literal meaning of a word
� Calling him a ‘lump of jelly’ was a figu-
rative use of the phrase. � You didn’t mean
that literally, did you? – No, I was speaking
in a figurative sense.
figure

� figure /�f�ə/ noun 1. a written number,
e.g. 35 � I can’t read the figure on the order
– is it 250? � He added up the figures on
the bill. � Cheques have to be made out in
both words and figures. � double, single 2.
the shape of a person � the figures at the
front of the painting � We could see some
figures through the mist. � verb (figures,
figuring, figured) especially US to consider
or think something [~(that)/] � We figured
that you’d be late because of the show. � I
figure the costs will be high. � to figure on
doing something to plan to do something
� Had you figured on being there before
two o’clock? � that figures that makes
sense (informal)

figure out phrasal verb to try to think of
an answer to a problem � Try to figure
out the answer yourself, instead of asking
someone else.

figureheadfigurehead /�f�əhed/ noun a person
who seems important but who has no real
power � The President is just a figurehead;
the Minister of the Interior has the real
power.
file

� file /fal/ noun 1. a metal tool used for
making rough surfaces smooth � Use a file
to round off the edges of the metal. 2. a set
of records or information about something
or someone [~on] � The police have a file
on him. 3. a container similar to an enve-
lope, used for keeping documents in �
When you have finished with the papers,
put them back in the file. 4. a set of infor-
mation held in a computer � Type the name
of the file and then press ‘enter’. 5. a line of
people � in single file one standing behind
the other � The children entered the hall in
single file. � verb (files, filing, filed) 1. to
put papers away in a file � File that letter
under SALES. 2. to walk in a line
[~in/out/past/through etc] � They filed past
the place where the boy had been shot. 3. to
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make an official request or complaint 4. to
smooth a surface with a file � File down the
rough edges.
file extensionfile extension /fal k |�stenʃən/ noun
the second part of a computer file
name,e.g. ‘.doc’, which shows what type
of file it is.
filing cabinetfiling cabinet /falŋ �k�bnət/ noun a
piece of office furniture; a tall box with
drawers for putting files in
filingsfilings /falŋz/ plural noun small pieces
of metal removed by using a file � You can
demonstrate magnetic fields with iron fil-
ings and a magnet.
fill

� fill /fl/ (fills, filling, filled) verb to make
something full; to become full � He filled
the bottle with water. � She was filling the
boxes with presents. � The bucket filled
slowly.

fill in phrasal verb 1. to fill up a hole � He
dug a hole in the garden, put the box in-
side, and then filled it in. 2. to write in the
empty spaces on a form � Just fill in your
name and address. � To win the prize you
have to fill in the missing words. 3. � to
fill in for someone to do something
which someone else normally does but
cannot do � I’m filling in for the manager
who is on holiday. 4. � to fill someone in
on something to tell or to inform some-
one about something (informal ) � Just fill
me in on what happened at the meeting.
fill out phrasal verb 1. to write in all the
empty spaces on a form � Could you
please fill out this form? 2. (of a person)
to become less thin
fill up phrasal verb 1. to make something
completely full; to become completely
full � He filled the bottle up with fresh
water. 2. US to write in all the empty
spaces on a form � Fill up the form and
send it back to this address.

filletfillet /flt/ noun 1. a piece of good-quali-
ty meat, with no bones � She bought a fillet
of lamb. 2. a piece of fish from which the
bones have been removed � We ordered
fried fillet of sole. � verb (fillets, filleting,
filleted) to remove the bones from a fish �
Ask the fishmonger to fillet the fish for you.
fillingfilling /flŋ/ noun 1. metal put into a hole
in your tooth by a dentist � I had to go to
the dentist because one of my fillings came
out. 2. food used to put into something
such as a sandwich or cake � a cake with a
jam filling
film

� film /flm/ noun 1. moving pictures
shown at a cinema or on TV � Have you
seen this old Laurel and Hardy film? �

We’ve seen the film already on TV. 2. a roll
of material which you put into a camera to
take photographs or to record moving pic-
tures � I must buy another film before the
wedding. � Do you want a colour film or a
black and white one? 3. a thin layer of
something [~of] � A film of moisture formed
on the cold metal surface. � Everywhere
was covered with a film of dust. � A film of
grease had formed on the walls around the
oven. � verb (films, filming, filmed) to take
pictures of something or someone with a
camera � Security cameras filmed him rob-
bing the bank. � ‘Star Wars’ was filmed in
1977.
filmingfilming /flmŋ/ noun the action of mak-
ing a film
film-makerfilm-maker /flm �mekə/ noun a person
who makes films
film star

� film star /flm stɑ
/ noun a well-
known film actor or actress
filterfilter /fltə/ noun 1. a piece of equipment
or material through which liquids or air can
pass in order to remove any substances
which are not wanted � The filters in the
swimming pool have to be cleaned regular-
ly. 2. a piece of glass on a camera which al-
lows only certain colours or levels of light
to pass through � I use an orange filter to
give a warm colour to the picture. 3. mate-
rial at the end of a cigarette, used to remove
nicotine
filthfilth /flθ/ noun 1. dirt � They were horri-
fied at the filth in the streets. 2. offensive
words or pictures, especially because they
deal with sex in an unpleasant way
(informal) � I don’t want you to read any
more of this filth.
filthy

� filthy /flθi/ adj very dirty � Your
hands are absolutely filthy!
finfin /fn/ noun a thin part on the body of a
fish which sticks out and helps it to swim �
From the beach they could see a shark’s fin
in the sea.
final

� final /fan(ə)l/ adj last; coming at the
end � This is your final warning – if your
work doesn’t improve you will have to go.
� The competition is in its final stages. �
noun the last competition in a series be-
tween several teams or competitors � I
thought they would win a couple of rounds,
but I never imagined they would get to the
final.
finalefinale /f |nɑ
li/ noun the last part of a
piece of music or of a show
finalisefinalise /fanəlaz/ (finalises, finalis-
ing, finalised), finalize (finalizes, finaliz-
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ing, finalized) verb to finish making plans
for something
finalistfinalist /fan(ə)lst/ noun a person tak-
ing part in the final of a competition
finally

� finally /fan(ə)li/ adv at last; in the end
� The police finally cleared up the mystery.
� The little boy finally turned up in Edin-
burgh.
finance

� finance /fan�ns/ noun money, espe-
cially money which belongs to the public
or to a company � How are you going to
raise the finance for the project? � My fi-
nances are in a poor state at the moment. �
verb (finances, financing, financed) to
provide money for something � How are
you going to finance your course at univer-
sity if you don’t have a grant? � The rede-
velopment of the city centre is being fi-
nanced locally.
financial

� financial /fa |n�nʃəl/ adj relating to
money � What is our financial position? �
The company has got into financial diffi-
culties.
financial yearfinancial year /fa |�n�nʃəl jə/ noun
the 12-month period for which accounts
are calculated
financierfinancier /fa |n�nsiə/ noun a person
who deals with money on a large scale
finchfinch /fntʃ/ noun a small seed-eating bird
find

� find /fand/ (finds, finding, found) verb
1. to see where something hidden or lost is
after looking for it � I found a £2 coin be-
hind the sofa. � Did she find the book she
was looking for? 2. to discover something
which was not known before [~(that)] � No
one has found a cure for the common cold
yet. � She found that she was allergic to to-
matoes.

find out phrasal verb to discover infor-
mation � I found out something very in-
teresting last night. � Where can I find
out about my family’s history?

findings

� findings /fandŋz/ plural noun 1.
facts discovered � The two companies
signed an agreement to share their re-
search findings. 2. actions which someone
suggests should be done � The findings of
the committee of inquiry will be published
next week.
fine

� fine /fan/ adj (finer, finest) 1. (of the
weather) dry and sunny � We’ll go for a
walk tomorrow if the weather stays fine. �
Let’s hope it’s fine for the village fair next
week. 2. healthy � I was ill in bed yester-
day, but today I’m feeling fine. 3. with no
problems � How are things at home? –
Fine! 4. acceptable � It’s fine to wear cas-
ual clothes for this meeting. 5. very thin or

very small � Use a sharp pencil if you want
to draw fine lines. � I can’t read the notice
– the print is too fine. � adv satisfactorily or
well � It’s working fine. � noun money
which you have to pay as a punishment for
having done something wrong � I had to
pay a £25 fine for parking in a No Parking
area. � He was found guilty of embezzle-
ment and got off with a fine. � verb (fines,
fining, fined) to make someone pay money
as a punishment for having done some-
thing wrong � He was fined £25 for park-
ing on double yellow lines.
fine artfine art /�fan ɑ
t/ noun art such as paint-
ing or sculpture
finelyfinely /fan(ə)li/ adv 1. in very small
pieces � Cook some finely chopped onions
in a little butter. 2. in a beautiful and deli-
cate way � She bought some finely carved
ivory figures.
finessefinesse /f|nes/ noun skill in dealing with
awkward situations
fine-tunefine-tune /fan tju
n/ (fine-tunes, fine-
tuning, fine-tuned) verb 1. to make chang-
es to the way an engine works, in order to
improve its performance 2. to get some-
thing just right
finger

� finger /fŋ(ə/ noun 1. one of the parts
at the end of your hand, sometimes not in-
cluding the thumb � He wears a ring on his
little finger. � He pressed the button with
his finger. 2. one of the parts of a glove that
cover the fingers � I must mend my glove –
there’s a hole in one of the fingers. �
Gloves without fingers are called ‘mittens’.
3. a piece of food shaped like a finger � a
box of chocolate fingers � to keep your fin-
gers crossed to hope that something will
happen as you want it to happen � Have
you heard the exam results yet? – No, but
I’m keeping my fingers crossed.
fingernailfingernail /fŋ(ənel/ noun the hard thin
part covering the end of a finger
fingerprintfingerprint /fŋ(əprnt/ noun a mark
left by a finger when you touch something
fingertipfingertip /fŋ(ətp/ noun the end of the
finger � to have information at your fin-
gertips to know all about something
finickyfinicky /fnki/ adj 1. (of a person) too
concerned with details 2. (of an object) too
detailed
finish

� finish /fnʃ/ (finishes, finishing, fin-
ished) verb 1. to do something completely
� Haven’t you finished your homework
yet? � Tell me when you’ve finished read-
ing the paper. � You can’t go out until
you’ve finished doing the washing up. 2. to
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come to an end � The game will finish at
about four o’clock.

finish off phrasal verb to do something
completely
finish up phrasal verb 1. to be somewhere
in the end � We got lost and finished up
miles from our hotel. 2. to eat something
completely � You must finish up all your
vegetables.
finish with phrasal verb to finish using
something

finitefinite /fanat/ adj with an end; with a
limit � The world’s coal resources are fi-
nite and are forecast to run out soon.
firfir /f#
/ noun � fir tree a tree with needle-
shaped leaves � Fir trees are often used as
Christmas trees.
fire

� fire /faə/ noun 1. something which is
burning and gives off heat � They burnt the
dead leaves on a fire in the garden. � to
catch fire to start to burn because of some-
thing else which is burning � The office
block caught fire. � Take those papers
away – they might catch fire. � to set fire
to something to make something start
burning � His cigarette set fire to the car-
pet. 2. something which heats � We have an
electric fire in the living room. 3. an emer-
gency in which something such as a build-
ing burns � They lost all their belongings in
the fire. 4. shooting with guns � The sol-
diers came under fire. � verb (fires, firing,
fired) 1. to shoot a gun [~at/on/upon] � The
gunmen fired at the police car. 2. to tell
someone that they must leave their job be-
cause of something wrong they have done
� She was fired for being late. � on fire
burning � Call the fire brigade – the house
is on fire!

fire away phrasal verb to ask someone
questions (informal)

fire alarm

� fire alarm /faər ə |�lɑ
m/ noun a bell
or siren which gives a warning that a fire
has started
fire brigade

� fire brigade /faə br |�(ed/ noun a
public service organisation for preventing
or putting out fires
firecrackerfirecracker /faəkr�kə/ noun a small
tube containing chemicals which explode
with a loud noise and bright lights when
you light it
fire drillfire drill /faə drl/ noun a practice to es-
cape from a burning building
fired-upfired-up /�faəd �p/ adj feeling very ex-
cited or eager to do something
fire engine

� fire engine /faər �end�n/ noun the
large red truck used by firefighters, togeth-
er with all the equipment they need

fire escapefire escape /faər  |�skep/ noun stairs
or a ladder which can be used by people to
get out of burning buildings
fire extinguisherfire extinguisher /faər k |�stŋ(wʃə/
noun a large metal container, usually paint-
ed red, containing chemicals which can be
sprayed on to a fire to put it out
firefighterfirefighter /faə |�fatə/ noun someone
whose job is to put out fires and save peo-
ple from dangerous situations (NOTE: + fire-
fighting n)
fireflyfirefly /faəfla/ (plural fireflies) noun a
type of little insect which glows in the dark
fire hydrantfire hydrant /faə �hadrənt/ noun a
large pipe in a street which provides water
for fighting fires
firelightfirelight /faəlat/ noun the light which a
fire makes
fireplacefireplace /faəples/ noun a hole in the
wall of a room where you can light a fire
for heating
fireprooffireproof /faəpru
f/ adj which will not
burn
fire servicefire service /faə �s#
vs/ noun the or-
ganisation that deals with fires and other
emergency situations
firesidefireside /faəsad/ noun the area around
a fireplace in a room
fire station

� fire station /faə �steʃ(ə)n/ noun a
centre where fire engines are based
firewallfirewall /faəwɔ
l/ noun a piece of soft-
ware that prevents unauthorised people
from getting access to a computer system
firewoodfirewood /faəwυd/ noun wood for
making fires
firework

� firework /faəw#
k/ noun a small
tube holding chemicals which will shine
brightly or explode when lit
firing squadfiring squad /faərŋ skwɒd/ noun a
group of soldiers who kill someone by
shooting
firm

� firm /f#
m/ adj 1. solid or fixed � Make
sure that the ladder is firm before you
climb up. � My back hurts – I think I need
a firmer mattress. 2. strong and definite �
There is no firm evidence that he stole the
money. � She is a firm believer in hard
work. � noun a business or company �
When he retired, the firm presented him
with a watch. � The firm I work for was
taken over last year.
firmlyfirmly /f#
mli/ adv in a firm way
firmnessfirmness /f#
mnəs/ noun 1. the quality
of being strong or firm 2. determination
first

� first /f#
st/ noun number 1 in a series �
Our house is the first on the left. � adj relat-
ing to number 1 in a series � That was the
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first time I ever saw him. (NOTE: As a
number can be written 1st.) � adv 1. at the
beginning � She came first in the exam. 2.
before doing anything else � Wash your
hands first, and then you can eat. � at first
at the beginning � At first he didn’t like the
work, but later he got used to it. � first
come, first served dealing with things
such as requests in the order in which they
are received � Applications will be dealt
with on a first come, first served basis.
first aid

� first aid /�f#
st ed/ noun the help giv-
en to a person who is hurt before a doctor
or the emergency services arrive
first aid kitfirst aid kit /�f#
st ed �kt/ noun a box
with bandages and dressings kept to be
used in an emergency
first classfirst class noun travel in the most expen-
sive seats on a train or plane � First class is
always much more comfortable than tour-
ist or business class.
first-classfirst-class /�f#
st klɑ
s/ adj 1. very
good quality � You can get a first-class
meal in that hotel. 2. using the most expen-
sive seats on a plane or train � Can I have
a first-class return to Paris, please?
first cousinfirst cousin /f#
st k�z(ə)n/ noun some-
one who is the child of your uncle or aunt
first-degree burnfirst-degree burn /�f#
st d|�(ri
 b#
n/
adj the least serious type of burn
first-degree murderfirst-degree murder /�f#
st d |�(ri

m#
də/ noun in the USA, the most serious
type of murder
firsthandfirsthand /f#
sth�nd/ adj which comes
directly from someone who has experi-
enced something � We have some firsthand
reports of the coup from our reporter in the
capital.
first languagefirst language /f#
st l�ŋ(wd�/ noun
1. the first language that you learn to speak
2. a country’s main language
firstly

� firstly /f#
stli/ adv to start with
first name

� first name /f#
st nem/ noun some-
one’s personal name, as opposed to their
surname or family name
first-ratefirst-rate /�f#
st ret/ adj excellent
fiscalfiscal /fskəl/ adj referring to tax or to
government revenues
fish

� fish /fʃ/ noun (plural same or fishes)
an animal which lives in water and swims;
it has fins and no legs, � I sat by the river
all day and only caught two little fish. �
verb (fishes, fishing, fished) to try to catch
a fish  � We often go fishing in the lake. �
They fished all day but didn’t catch any-
thing.

fishing

� fishing /fʃŋ/ noun the sport or indus-
try of catching fish
fishing rodfishing rod /fʃŋ rɒd/ noun a long stick
with a line attached, used for fishing
fishmongerfishmonger /fʃm�ŋ(ə/ noun a person
who sells fish in a shop
fishyfishy /fʃi/ adj 1. like a fish � These eggs
have a fishy taste. 2. strange or unusual �
There’s something fishy about the whole
business. � What was she doing there at 2
o’clock in the morning? – It’s very fishy if
you ask me.
fissurefissure /fʃə/ noun a crack or split, espe-
cially in a rock or in the ground
fistfist /fst/ noun a tightly closed hand
fit

� fit /ft/ adj (fitter, fittest) 1. healthy and
having a lot of physical energy � He isn’t
fit enough to go back to work. � You’ll have
to get fit if you’re going to run in that race.
2. suitable for something � These contain-
ers aren’t fit for the purpose. � fit to do
something in good enough condition to do
something � That car isn’t fit to be driven
– its brakes don’t work and the tyres are
worn. � He looks very tired – is he fit to
drive? � noun a sudden sharp occurrence
of illness, of an emotion such as anger, or
of activity [~of] � She had a coughing fit or
a fit of coughing. � In a fit of anger he
threw the plate across the kitchen. � She’s
having one of her periodic fits of efficiency.
� verb (fits, fitting, fitted) to be the right
size or shape [~into/~with/] � He’s grown so
tall that his jackets don’t fit him any more.
� These shoes don’t fit me – they’re a size
too small.
fitfulfitful /ftf(ə)l/ adj happening several
times, but only for short periods of time
fitness

� fitness /ftnəs/ noun 1. being physi-
cally fit � She does fitness exercises every
morning. � Physical fitness is important in
the marines. 2. being suitable [~for] �
Doubts were expressed about her fitness
for the job.
fitted

� fitted /ftd/ adj made to fit into a cer-
tain space
fittingfitting /ftŋ/ adj suitable; right � It’s fit-
ting that grandmother should sit at the
head of the table – it’s her birthday party,
after all.
fitting roomfitting room /ftŋ ru
m/ noun a small
room in a shop where you can try on
clothes before you buy them
five

� five /fav/ noun the number 5
fiverfiver /favə/ noun a five pound note
(informal)
fix

� fix /fks/ (fixes, fixing, fixed) verb 1. to
fasten or to attach one thing to another �
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Fix one end of the cord to the tree and the
other to the fence. 2. to organise a time for
something such as a meeting � We’ll try to
fix a time for the meeting. 3. to repair some-
thing � Someone’s coming to fix the tele-
phone this afternoon. � Can you fix the
dishwasher? � Does anyone know how to
fix the photocopier? 4. US to prepare a
drink or some food for someone � Let me
fix you something to drink. � She fixed
them some tuna sandwiches.
fixationfixation /fk|seʃ(ə)n/ noun a state of
only thinking about one thing
fixed

� fixed /fkst/ adj attached firmly � The
sign is fixed to the post with nails.
fixturefixture /fkstʃə/ noun a sports match �
Their next fixture is against Liverpool on
Saturday. � Season ticket holders are sent
a list of fixtures at the beginning of the sea-
son.
fizzfizz /fz/ noun a sound like that made by
bubbles � the fizz of the rocket as it went up
into the air
fizzlefizzle /fz(ə)l/ (fizzles, fizzling, fizzled)
verb 1. to make a hissing sound 2. to grad-
ually become less strong or successful af-
ter a good start

fizzle out phrasal verb to come to nothing
fizzyfizzy /fzi/ adj full of small balls of gas
(NOTE: Drinks which are not fizzy are still. A
drink which is no longer fizzy is flat.)
fjordfjord /fi
ɔ
d/, fiord noun a long arm of the
sea among mountains in Norway
flabflab /fl�b/ noun excess flesh on your body
(informal)
flabbergastedflabbergasted /fl�bə(ɑ
std/ adj ex-
tremely surprised (informal)
flabbyflabby /fl�bi/ (flabbier, flabbiest) adj
soft and fat (informal )
flagflag /fl�(/ noun a piece of brightly col-
oured material with the symbol of a coun-
try or an organisation on it � The French
flag has blue, red and white stripes. � The
ship was flying the British flag. � The flags
were blowing in the wind.
flagpoleflagpole /fl�(pəυl/, flagstaff noun a tall
pole on which large flags are flown
flagrantflagrant /fle(rənt/ adj clear, obvious
and shocking
flagshipflagship /fl�(ʃp/ noun the most impor-
tant or best thing in a group � the flagship
of the range � the company’s flagship store
flailflail /flel/ (flails, flailing, flailed) verb to
wave your arms about � He lay on his back
flailing with his arms at his opponent.
flairflair /fleə/ noun a natural ability for doing
something, especially in a skilful or inter-

esting way [~for] � She has a distinct flair
for dress design. � He has a flair for lan-
guages. (NOTE: Do not confuse with flare.)
flakflak /fl�k/ noun strong criticism � The
play has taken a lot of flak from the review-
ers. � He came in for a lot of flak for miss-
ing the penalty.
flakeflake /flek/ noun 1. a small, very thin
piece of something � The paint came off in
little flakes. 2. a small piece of snow which
falls from the sky � Snow fell in large soft
flakes all night.
flakyflaky /fleki/ adj 1. made up of thin loose
pieces 2. not sensible or reliable
flamboyantflamboyant /fl�m |bɔənt/ adj very no-
ticeable and unusual in a way that attracts
attention
flameflame /flem/ noun a brightly burning part
of a fire, or the light that burns on a candle
� Flames could be seen coming out of the
upstairs windows.
flamencoflamenco /flə|meŋkəυ/ noun a fast
Spanish dance, to guitar music
flamingoflamingo /flə|mŋ(əυ/ (plural flamingos
or flamingoes or same) noun a tropical wa-
ter bird with long legs and neck, often with
pink feathers
flammableflammable /fl�məb(ə)l/ adj easily set
on fire (NOTE: means the same as inflam-
mable)
flanflan /fl�n/ noun an open pastry case with
a filling of food such as eggs and fruit
flankflank /fl�ŋk/ noun a side, especially of an
animal or of an army � He patted the
horse’s flank. � The right flank of the army
moved forward.
flannelflannel /fl�n(ə)l/ noun a small square of
soft material for washing the face or body
� He put his flannel under the hot tap and
wiped his face.
flapflap /fl�p/ noun a flat part which is at-
tached to an object and has a special type
of fastening allowing it to move up and
down � The pilot tested the wing flaps be-
fore taking off. � verb (flaps, flapping,
flapped) to move up and down like a bird’s
wing � Flags were flapping in the breeze. �
The swans stood by the edge of the water,
flapping their wings.
flare

� flare /fleə/ noun an object which gives
a sudden burst of light, especially as a sig-
nal � The lifeboat sent up flares. � We knew
the ship was in distress when we saw the
flares.

flare up phrasal verb 1. to suddenly start
burning � The bonfire flared up when he
poured petrol on it. � The flames died
down and then flared up again. 2. to get
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angry suddenly � She flared up when he
suggested it was her fault.

flaredflared /fleəd/ adj with a shape that be-
comes wider at one end
flare-upflare-up /fleər �p/ noun a sudden return,
sudden beginning (informal)
flash

� flash /fl�ʃ/ noun 1. a short sudden
burst of light � Flashes of lightning lit up
the sky. 2. a piece of equipment used for
making a bright light, allowing you to take
photographs in the dark � People some-
times have red eyes in photos taken with a
flash. � verb (flashes, flashing, flashed) 1.
to light up quickly and suddenly
[~across/through/into] � Lightning flashed
over the hills. 2. to move or to pass by
quickly [~across/by/on/past] � The champi-
on flashed past to win in record time.
flashbackflashback /fl�ʃb�k/ noun a scene in a
film, showing what happened at an earlier
date
flashcardflashcard /fl�ʃkɑ
d/ noun a card that
has words or numbers printed on it, used to
help someone to learn something
flash floodflash flood /fl�ʃ fl�d/ noun a sudden
flood after heavy rain
flashlight

� flashlight /fl�ʃlat/ noun a torch; a
small electric light that you can carry
flashpointflashpoint /fl�ʃpɔnt/ noun the stage in
something such as a process or situation at
which violence or some other serious prob-
lem is likely to develop
flashyflashy /fl�ʃi/ (flashier, flashiest) adj
showy and bright but of poor quality
flaskflask /flɑ
sk/ noun a small glass bottle for
liquids
flat

� flat /fl�t/ adj (flatter, flattest) 1. level,
not sloping or curved � a house with a flat
roof 2. (of a battery) with no electric power
left � The car wouldn’t start because the
battery was flat. � noun a set of rooms on
one floor, usually in a building with several
similar sets of rooms � They live in the
block of flats next to the underground sta-
tion. � Their flat is on the ground floor.
flatlyflatly /fl�tli/ adv in a firm way
flat-mateflat-mate /fl�t met/ noun a person who
shares a flat with you
flat-packflat-pack /fl�t p�k/ noun furniture
which is sold as a set of pieces packed flat
for the customer to put it together
flattenflatten /fl�t(ə)n/ (flattens, flattening,
flattened) verb to make flat
flatterflatter /fl�tə/ (flatters, flattering, flat-
tered) verb to praise in order to please them
� Just flatter the boss a bit, tell him how
good his golf is, and he’ll give you a rise.

flatteredflattered /fl�təd/ adj feeling honoured
flatteryflattery /fl�təri/ noun praising someone
too much
flauntflaunt /flɔ
nt/ (flaunts, flaunting, flaunt-
ed) verb to show something in a deliberate
way because you want to attract people’s
attention
flautistflautist /flɔ
tst/ noun a person who
plays the flute
flavorflavor /flevə/ noun, verb US spelling of
flavour
flavourflavour /flevə/ noun a particular taste �
The tomato soup had an unusual flavour. �
What flavour of ice cream do you want? �
verb (flavours, flavouring, flavoured) to
add things such as salt or pepper to food, to
give it a special taste � soup flavoured with
herbs � Use rosemary to flavour lamb.
flavouredflavoured /flevəd/ adj which tastes of
something (NOTE: The US spelling is fla-
vored.)
flavouringflavouring /flevərŋ/ noun a substance
added to food to give a particular taste
(NOTE: The US spelling is flavoring.)
flawflaw /flɔ
/ noun 1. a fault in something
which makes it appear less attractive or
causes a problem � The expert examined
the Chinese vase, looking for flaws. �
There must be a flaw in the computer pro-
gram. 2. a mistake in an argument �
There’s a flaw in your reasoning. � There
was a fundamental flaw in their calcula-
tions.
flawedflawed /flɔ
d/ adj with mistakes
flawlessflawless /flɔ
ləs/ adj perfect
fleaflea /fli
/ noun a very small insect that
jumps and sucks blood (NOTE: Do not con-
fuse with flee.)
flea marketflea market /fli
 �mɑ
kt/ noun an open-
air market for objects which have been
owned by other people
fleckfleck /flek/ noun a small spot � She tried
to brush the flecks of powder off her dress.
� He had flecks of plaster in his hair.
fleckedflecked /flekt/ adj marked with a pattern
of small stripes or spots
fledfled /fled/ past tense and past participle of
flee
fleeflee /fli
/ (flees, fleeing, fled) verb to run
away from something � As the fighting
spread, the village people fled into the jun-
gle. � She tried to flee but her foot was
caught in the rope. (NOTE: Do not confuse
with flea.)
fleecefleece /fli
s/ noun a coat of wool covering
a sheep � After shearing, the fleeces are
taken away to market.
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fleetfleet /fli
t/ noun 1. a group of ships be-
longing together � When the fleet is in port,
the pubs are full of sailors. 2. a collection
of vehicles � the airline’s fleet of Boeing
747s � The company replaces its car fleet
or fleet of cars every two years.
fleetingfleeting /fli
tŋ/ adj lasting for a very
short time only � She only caught a fleeting
glimpse of the princess.
flesh

� flesh /fleʃ/ noun 1. a soft part of the
body covering the bones 2. a soft part of a
fruit � a melon with pink flesh (NOTE: no
plural) � in the flesh not on TV or in pho-
tographs, but here and now � It was strange
to see the TV newsreader in the flesh.
fleshyfleshy /fleʃi/ adj fat or soft and thick
flew

� flew /flu
/ past tense of fly (NOTE: Do not
confuse with flu, flue.)
flexflex /fleks/ noun a plastic covered wire
that bends easily, used for carrying elec-
tricity � He tripped over a flex. � We
bought a roll of flex to rewire the office. �

verb (flexes, flexing, flexed) to bend some-
thing, or be bent
flexibility

� flexibility /�fleks|blti/ noun the
ability to change when your situation
changes
flexibleflexible /fleksb(ə)l/ adj 1. easy to bend
� Soft rubber soles are very flexible. 2. able
to change easily � My timetable is very
flexible – we can meet whenever you want.
flickflick /flk/ noun a little sharp blow or
movement (informal) � He shook off the
wasp with a flick of his hand. � verb (flicks,
flicking, flicked) to hit or move something
gently, with a short quick movement � The
horse flicked its tail to get rid of the flies.

flick through phrasal verb to look quick-
ly at the pages of a newspaper or book

flickerflicker /flkə/ noun 1. a movement of
something such as a light which seems to
shake or to burn for only a short time �
They saw the flicker of a light in the forest.
2. a small amount � There is still a flicker
of hope that someone may still be alive un-
der the ruins. � verb (flickers, flickering,
flickered) to shake; to burn unsteadily �
The candles flickered in the draught. � We
could see the flickering lights of the old
harbour in the distance.
flierflier /flaə/, flyer noun another spelling of
flyer
flies

� flies /flaz/ 3rd person singular present
of fly
flight

� flight /flat/ noun a journey in a plane
� Go to gate 25 for flight AB198. � All
flights to Paris have been cancelled. � She
sat next to me on a flight to Montreal.

flight attendantflight attendant /flat ə|�tendənt/ noun
a person whose job is to look after passen-
gers on a plane
flimsyflimsy /flmzi/ adj likely to break be-
cause of being badly made � The shelter
was a flimsy construction of branches cov-
ered with grass and leaves.
flinchflinch /flntʃ/ (flinches, flinching,
flinched) verb to move back in pain or fear
� The reporters flinched at the sight of the
corpses. � not to flinch from to do some-
thing, even though it is extremely difficult
or painful � He didn’t flinch from his duty.
flingfling /flŋ/ (flings, flinging, flung) verb to
throw something carelessly and with a lot
of force � He flung the empty bottle into the
sea.
flintflint /flnt/ noun a very hard type of rock
which was used to make tools in the past �
Flints are found in chalky soil. � Prehistor-
ic people used flints to make knives.
flipflip /flp/ (flips, flipping, flipped) verb 1.
to hit something such as a control on a ma-
chine without using a lot of force � She
flipped a switch and the lights went off. 2.
to get very angry (informal) � He flipped
when they told him how much the bill came
to.
flipchartflipchart /flptʃɑ
t/ noun a stand with
large sheets of paper fixed together at the
top, used for showing pictures or writing
when speaking to a group of people
flippantflippant /flpənt/ adj not taking serious-
ly things which should be taken seriously
flipperflipper /flpə/ noun 1. a long flat piece of
rubber which you can attach to your foot to
help you swim faster � You need flippers
and a snorkel to go scuba diving. 2. the flat
arm or leg of a sea animal, used for swim-
ming � The seal walked across the rock on
its flippers.
flip sideflip side /flp sad/ noun the side of a
record which has the less popular piece of
music on it
flirtflirt /fl#
t/ noun a man or woman who of-
ten behaves in a way that shows sexual in-
terest towards another person � His new
secretary is a bit of a flirt. � verb (flirts,
flirting, flirted) to behave in a way that
shows sexual interest towards another per-
son � He flirted a lot at the office party.

flirt with phrasal verb 1. to behave in a
way that shows sexual interest towards
another person � She flirted with all the
boys at the party. 2. to consider a course
of action in a way that is not serious �
We’ve been flirting with the idea of going
to live in the States. 3. to be close to

Intermediate.fm  Page 249  Monday, August 23, 2004 5:36 PM



flirtation 250
something risky � She’s flirting with dan-
ger in standing so close to the fireworks.

flirtation

flirtation /fl#
|teʃ(ə)n/ noun a love af-
fair which is not serious and lasts for only
a short time
flitflit /flt/ (flits, flitting, flitted) verb to move
quickly and quietly � A thought flitted
through my mind. � Bats were flitting
around the church tower.
float

� float /fləυt/ (floats, floating, floated)
verb 1. to lie on the top of a liquid [~on/in]
� Dead fish were floating in the river. 2. to
put something on the top of a liquid [~on] �
He floated a paper boat on the lake. 3. to
stay in the air without any effort [~in] � lit-
tle white clouds floating in the sky
flockflock /flɒk/ noun a group of similar ani-
mals together � a flock of birds � A flock of
sheep were grazing on the hillside. (NOTE:
flock is usually used with sheep, goats, and
birds such as hens or geese. For cattle, the
word to use is herd.) � verb (flocks, flock-
ing, flocked) to move in large numbers �
Tourists flocked to see the changing of the
guard. � Holidaymakers have been flock-
ing to the resorts on the south coast.
flog

flog /flɒ(/ (flogs, flogging, flogged) verb
1. to sell (informal ) � I flogged my car to my
brother. � They’ve been trying to flog the
boat for months. 2. to beat hard, usually
with a whip � When he was a little boy he
was often flogged at school.
flogging

flogging /flɒ(ŋ/ noun the act of beating
someone as a punishment
flood

� flood /fl�d/ noun 1. a large amount of
water over an area of land which is usually
dry � The floods were caused by heavy
rain. 2. a large amount of something, e.g.
tears or letters [~of] � The TV station re-
ceived a flood of complaints after the ad
was shown. � She was in floods of tears
when they told her that she had to leave her
house. � verb (floods, flooding, flooded)
1. to cover something with water � They
are going to build a dam and flood the val-
ley. � Fields were flooded after the river
burst its banks. � He forgot to turn the tap
off and flooded the bathroom. 2. to become
covered with water [~in/out/down etc/~in-
to/out of/across etc/] � She left the tap on
and the bathroom flooded. 3. to come in
large numbers [~with] � The office was
flooded with complaints.
floodingflooding /fl�dŋ/ noun a situation in
which an area is covered with water
floodlightfloodlight /fl�dlat/ noun a strong elec-
tric light used to light an area in the open

air � They switched on the floodlights for
the evening match.
floodlitfloodlit /fl�dlt/ adj lit by floodlights
floor

� floor /flɔ
/ noun 1. the part of a room on
which you walk � He put the books in a
pile on the floor. � If there are no empty
chairs left, you’ll have to sit on the floor. 2.
all the rooms on one level in a building �

The bathroom is on the ground floor. � His
office is on the fifth floor. � There is a good
view of the town from the top floor.
floorboardfloorboard /flɔ
bɔ
d/ noun a long flat
piece of wood used for making wooden
floors
flooringflooring /flɔ
rŋ/ noun material used to
make a floor
flopflop /flɒp/ noun something that is not suc-
cessful � His new play was a complete flop
and closed after only ten performances. �
The film was a big hit in New York but it
was a flop in London. � verb (flops, flop-
ping, flopped) 1. to fall or sit down sud-
denly, with your body relaxed � She got
back from the sales and flopped down on
the sofa. 2. to be unsuccessful � The play
was a big hit on Broadway but it flopped in
London.
floppyfloppy /flɒpi/ (floppier, floppiest) adj
which hangs down loosely � a floppy red
hat � a white rabbit with long floppy ears
floppy disk

� floppy disk /�flɒpi dsk/ noun a
small disk which can be put into a compu-
ter and removed
floraflora /flɔ
rə/ (plural floras or florae) noun
the wild plants that grow in a particular ar-
ea. Compare fauna
floralfloral /flɔ
rəl/ adj referring to flowers
floristflorist /flɒrst/ noun a person who sells
flowers
flotationflotation /fləυ |teʃ(ə)n/ noun an act of
selling shares in a company on the stock
exchange for the first time
flour

� flour /flaυə/ noun wheat grain crushed
to powder, used for making food such as
bread or cakes
flourishflourish /fl�rʃ/ (flourishes, flourish-
ing, flourished) verb 1. to grow well; to be
successful � Palms flourish in hot coun-
tries. 2. to wave something in the air � She
came in with a big smile, flourishing a
cheque.
floutflout /flaυt/ (flouts, flouting, flouted)
verb to pay no attention to something such
as a rule
flow

� flow /fləυ/ verb (flows, flowing,
flowed) to move along smoothly [~into//] �
Traffic on the motorway is flowing smooth-
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ly. � The river flows into the sea. � noun the
movement of things such as liquid or air, or
of people [~of] � She tried to stop the flow
of blood with a tight bandage. � There was
a steady flow of visitors to the exhibition.
(NOTE: Do not confuse with floe.)
flow chartflow chart /fləυ tʃɑ
t/, flow diagram
noun a drawing which shows all the differ-
ent operations in a process
flower

� flower /flaυə/ noun the colourful part
of a plant, which attracts insects and pro-
duces fruit or seeds � a plant with bright
yellow flowers � verb (flowers, flowering,
flowered) to produce flowers � a plant
which flowers in early summer � The cher-
ry trees flowered very late this year. � in
flower covered with flowers � Go to Japan
when the cherry trees are in flower.
flowerbedflowerbed /flaυəbed/ noun a piece of
ground where flowers grow
floweryflowery /flaυəri/ adj 1. decorated with a
pattern of flowers � a flowery dress � She
chose some very flowery wallpaper. 2. us-
ing literary or emotional language � He
wrote the most flowery thank-you letter.
(NOTE: Do not confuse with floury.)
flown

� flown /fləυn/ past participle of fly
flu

� flu /flu
/ noun a common illness like a
bad cold, often with a high temperature
(NOTE: Do not confuse with flew, flue. Note
also that the full word is influenza.)
fluctuatefluctuate /fl�ktʃuet/ (fluctuates, fluc-
tuating, fluctuated) verb to rise and fall
(NOTE: + fluctuation n)
fluentfluent /flu
ənt/ adj able to speak easily;
spoken easily
flufffluff /fl�f/ noun a soft mass of fibres or
hair � She pulled the sofa away from the
wall and saw all the fluff which had col-
lected under it. � verb (fluffs, fluffing,
fluffed) to do something badly (informal) �
He fluffed his speech, and everyone
laughed.
fluffyfluffy /fl�fi/ adj like fluff; covered with
fluff
fluidfluid /flu
d/ noun a liquid � You need to
drink plenty of fluids in hot weather.
fluid ouncefluid ounce /�flu
d aυns/ noun 1. a US
unit of liquid measurement equal to
&#8543;&#8321;&#8326; of a US pint or
29.57 ml 2. a UK unit of liquid measure-
ment equal to &#8543;&#8322;&#8320;
of an imperial pint or 28.41 ml
flukefluke /flu
k/ noun a chance; lucky event �

It was a pure fluke that I happened to be
there when the phone rang.
flungflung /fl�ŋ/ past tense and past participle
of fling

flunkflunk /fl�ŋk/ (flunks, flunking, flunked)
verb US to fail an examination or to make
someone fail an examination (informal)
fluorescentfluorescent /flυə |res(ə)nt/ adj 1. giving
off light when electric current is applied �
We have fluorescent lighting in the office.
2. which seems to glow � She’s bought a
fluorescent pink tracksuit.
fluorescent lightfluorescent light /flυə|res(ə)nt �lat/
noun a very bright light consisting of a long
glass tube containing fluorescent gas
fluoridefluoride /flυərad/ noun a chemical sub-
stance which is sometimes added to water
or to toothpaste because it can protect your
teeth
flurryflurry /fl�ri/ (plural flurries) noun 1. hur-
ried excitement � In his flurry to leave he
forgot to take his keys. 2. a sudden small
fall of snow when there is a strong wind
blowing � There will be snow flurries dur-
ing the morning.
flushflush /fl�ʃ/ noun 1. a red colour on the
face � a flush of anger 2. a quick flow of
water 3. (at cards) a hand in which all the
cards are of the same suit � She is holding
a flush. � verb (flushes, flushing, flushed)
1. to go red in the face � She flushed with
pleasure when she heard the results. 2. � to
flush the toilet or a lavatory to wash it out
by moving a handle which makes water
rush through � She told the children not to
forget to flush the toilet. � adj level [~with]
� The door must be flush with the wall.
flushedflushed /fl�ʃt/ adj red in the face
flusteredflustered /fl�stəd/ adj confused
fluteflute /flu
t/ noun a tall narrow wine glass
on a stem, used for serving champagne
flutterflutter /fl�tə/ (flutters, fluttering, flut-
tered) verb 1. to move wings quickly but
with not a lot of force � The little bird fell
out of its nest and fluttered to the ground.
2. to move softly and quickly � Dead
leaves fluttered from the trees. � The flags
fluttered in the breeze. (NOTE: + flutter n)
fluxflux /fl�ks/ noun a situation which is not
settled � The company seems to be in a
state of flux.
fly

� fly /fla/ noun (plural flies) a small insect
with wings which eats food and spreads
diseases � Cover the food to protect it from
flies. � verb (flies, flying, flew, flown) 1. to
move through the air using wings � When
the cat came into the garden, the birds flew
away. � Some birds fly to Africa for the
winter. 2. to travel in a plane � I’m flying to
China next week. � He flies across the At-
lantic twice a month. 3. to be quick
[~around/about/~at/~by/~in-
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to/along/through/out/~past/~past/over/up
etc//] � I must fly if I want to get home by 6
o’clock. � time flies time passes quickly �
His daughter is already two – how time
flies!
flyerflyer /flaə/ noun 1. a person who flies an
aircraft � He was one of the first flyers to
cross the Atlantic. 2. a paper advertising
something � They sent us a flyer about
their home delivery service.
flying

� flying /flaŋ/ adj flying in the air �
flying ants � noun the act of travelling in a
plane � He has a fear of flying.
flying saucerflying saucer /�flaŋ sɔ
sə/ noun a fly-
ing object which people claim to see and
which they think comes from another plan-
et
flying startflying start /�flaŋ stɑ
t/ noun a good
beginning to something such as a race,
game or piece of work
flying visitflying visit /�flaŋ vzt/ noun a very
short visit
fly-on-the-wallfly-on-the-wall /�fla ɒn ðə wɔ
l/ adj
filmed in a way that shows something as it
really is or as it actually happens
flyoverflyover /flaəυvə/ noun a road which
passes over another
foalfoal /fəυl/ noun a young horse � The mare
gently nudged her foal.
foamfoam /fəυm/ noun a mass of small bub-
bles � This soap makes a large amount of
foam.

fob off verb to persuade someone to ac-
cept something which they do not really
want [~with] � They fobbed her off with an
out-of-date model.

focal pointfocal point /fəυk(ə)l pɔnt/ noun a
point which everything is focused on
focus

� focus /fəυkəs/ noun (plural focuses or
foci) 1. a point where rays of light from an
object meet � The focus of the beam is a
point 20 metres from the spotlight. 2. (of a
photograph) a point where the details of the
photograph are clear and sharp � Adjust the
focus so as to get a clear picture. � in focus
clear � out of focus not clear 3. the centre
of attention � The director brought the star
actress to the front of the stage, so that the
focus of the audience’s attention would be
on her. � verb (focuses or focusses, fo-
cusing or focussing, focused or fo-
cussed) 1. to change something so as to be
able to see clearly � He focused his tele-
scope on a ship on the horizon. 2. to con-
centrate on something [~on] � The paper is
focusing on the problems of the TV star’s
marriage. � The editorial focuses on the
economic situation. 3. to point a camera at

something [~on] � There were cameras fo-
cussed on all the exits.
focusedfocused /fəυkəst/ adj concentrating on
one thing and giving it all your attention
focus groupfocus group /fəυkəs (ru
p/ noun a
representative group of people who are
questioned about their opinions as part of
political or market research
fodderfodder /fɒdə/ noun plants such as grass
which are grown and given to animals as
food
foefoe /fəυ/ noun an enemy or opponent
(formal )
foetusfoetus /fi
təs/ noun a baby human or an-
imal which has not been born but is devel-
oping from an embryo inside the womb
(NOTE: The US spelling is fetus.)
fog

� fog /fɒ(/ noun a thick mist made up of
many tiny drops of water
foiblefoible /fɔb(ə)l/ noun a particular way of
behaving which someone has and which
may seem unusual or annoying to other
people
foilfoil /fɔl/ noun 1. a thin metal sheet 2. a
person who is quite different from another
and so makes the other’s qualities stand out
� Laurel and Hardy were perfect foils for
each other. � verb (foils, foiling, foiled) to
stop a plan from being put into effect � The
bank robbery was foiled by the police.
foistfoist /fɔst/ (foists, foisting, foisted) verb
� to foist something on someone to force
someone to accept something which they
do not want
fold

� fold /fəυld/ noun a piece of something
such as cloth or skin which hangs down
loosely � She wanted the surgeon to re-
move the folds of skin under her chin. �
verb (folds, folding, folded) to bend some-
thing such as a piece of paper so that one
part is on top of the other � Fold the piece
of paper in half. � He folded the newspaper
and put it into his briefcase.

fold up phrasal verb to bend something
over to make it take up a smaller area
than before

-fold-fold /fəυld/ suffix times � twofold
folderfolder /fəυldə/ noun an envelope made
of thin card or plastic and used for holding
papers
foliagefoliage /fəυlid�/ noun leaves on a tree
or plant
folk

� folk /fəυk/ noun people (NOTE: Folk
takes a plural verb. The plural form folks is
also used.)
folklorefolklore /fəυklɔ
/ noun traditional sto-
ries and beliefs
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folk music

folk music /fəυk �mju
zk/ noun the
traditional music of a people
follow

� follow /fɒləυ/ (follows, following, fol-
lowed) verb 1. to come after or behind
someone or something � What letter fol-
lows B in the alphabet? � The dog followed
me all the way home. 2. to walk or drive be-
hind someone, e.g. in order to see where
they are going [~with/] � I had the impres-
sion I was being followed. 3. to do what
someone tells you to do � She followed the
instructions on the tin of paint. � He made
the cake following a recipe in the newspa-
per. 4. to be certain because of something
[~(that)] � Just because I lent you money
yesterday, it doesn’t follow that I will lend
you some every time you ask. � If the owner
of the shop is arrested by the police, it fol-
lows that his business is likely to close. 5.
to understand � I don’t quite follow you –
you want me to drive you all the way to Ed-
inburgh? 6. to go along a certain route �
Follow the path and turn left at the cross-
roads. � to follow a career in medicine to
train as a doctor � as follows … as in the
information given next � follow suit to do
what someone else does � She jumped into
the pool and everyone else followed suit.

follow up phrasal verb to find out more
about something or to research some-
thing further � The police followed up
their enquiries by interviewing the wom-
an’s husband. � That’s an interesting
idea – it might be worth following it up.

followerfollower /fɒləυə/ noun a supporter
following

� following /fɒləυŋ/ adj which comes
next � They arrived on Friday and the fol-
lowing day she became ill. � Look at the
following picture. � prep after � Following
his death, his son sold the family house.
follow-upfollow-up /fɒləυ �p/ adj which follows
something sent earlier
folly

folly /fɒli/ (plural follies) noun 1. silly be-
haviour � It was utter folly to go out in a
small boat in a storm like that. 2. a strange
building, built to create an effect and with
no practical use � He built a gothic folly on
the hill overlooking his house.
fond

� fond /fɒnd/ adj liking someone or
something � I’m fond of my sister’s chil-
dren. � Michael’s very fond of playing golf.
fondlefondle /fɒnd(ə)l/ (fondles, fondling,
fondled) verb to stroke someone or some-
thing in a loving way
fondly

fondly /fɒndli/ adv in a way which
shows you are fond of someone or some-
thing

fontfont /fɒnt/, fount noun 1. a bowl holding
holy water for the ceremony of baptism in
a church � The church has an 11th century
font. 2. (in printing) a set of characters all of
the same size and appearance
food

� food /fu
d/ noun things which you eat
� This hotel is famous for its food. � Do
you like German food? � to give someone
food for thought to make someone think
carefully
food chainfood chain /fu
d tʃen/ noun a series of
living things which pass energy from one
to another as each is eaten by the next. For
example, grass is eaten by small animals,
which are then eaten by larger animals, and
so on.
food poisoningfood poisoning /fu
d �pɔz(ə)nŋ/
noun an illness caused by eating food
which is contaminated with bacteria
food processorfood processor /fu
d �prəυsesə/ noun
a machine used in preparing food, e.g. for
cutting or mixing it
foolfool /fu
l/ noun a stupid person � You fool!
Why didn’t you put the brakes on? � I was
a fool to think that I could make her change
her mind. � verb (fools, fooling, fooled) to
trick someone � They fooled the old lady
into letting them into her house. � You
can’t fool me – I know you’re not really ill.
� to make a fool of yourself to behave in a
silly way � you could have fooled me I
find it hard to believe � She says she did
her best – well, you could have fooled me!

fool about, fool around phrasal verb to
act in a silly way � Stop fooling around
with that knife – you’re going to have an
accident.

foolhardyfoolhardy /fu
lhɑ
di/ adj brave, but tak-
ing unnecessary risks
foolishfoolish /fu
lʃ/ adj showing a lack of in-
telligence or good judgment � That was a
rather foolish thing to do. � I felt rather
foolish.
foolprooffoolproof /fu
lpru
f/ adj extremely sim-
ple, so that anyone could use it safely and
successfully
foot

� foot /fυt/ (plural feet) noun 1. the part at
the end of your leg on which you stand  �

She has very small feet. � Watch out, you
trod on my foot! 2. the bottom part; the end
� There is a door at the foot of the stairs. �
There are traffic lights at the foot of the
hill. � Sign the document at the foot of the
page. 3. a unit of measurement equal to
about 30 centimetres  � The table is four
foot or four feet long. � She’s almost six
foot tall. � I’m five foot seven (5’ 7"). � inch
(NOTE: As a measurement foot often has no
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plural form: six foot tall; three foot wide. With
numbers foot is also often written with the
symbol ’ a 6’ ladder ; he is 5’ 6: say ‘he’s five
foot six’.) � on foot walking � They com-
pleted the rest of the journey on foot. � to
find your feet to become confident
(informal) � She’s been with us three
months now and has really found her feet.
� to put your foot in it to say something
embarrassing � He really put his foot in it
when he said that the mayor’s wife was fat.
� to put your feet up to rest
footagefootage /fυtd�/ noun a piece of film
showing an event (NOTE: no plural)
football

� football /fυtbɔ
l/ noun 1. a game
played between two teams of eleven play-
ers with a round ball which can be kicked
or headed, but not carried � They went to a
football match. � The children were play-
ing football in the street. � Let’s have a
game of football. � He spends all his time
watching football on TV. � He’s got a new
pair of football boots. 2. a ball used for
kicking; the ball used in the various games
of football � They were kicking a football
around in the street.
footballerfootballer /fυtbɔ
lə/ noun a person who
plays football
footbridgefootbridge /fυtbrd�/ noun a small
bridge for people to walk across, and not
for vehicles
foothillsfoothills /fυthlz/ plural noun the lower
slopes of a group of mountains
footholdfoothold /fυthəυld/ noun 1. a place
where you can put your foot when climb-
ing � He hung in the air at the end of a
rope, trying to get a foothold. 2. a small po-
sition on which you can build � They
gained a foothold in the Spanish market.
footingfooting /fυtŋ/ noun a safe place for your
feet � She lost her footing on the cliff path,
and fell fifty feet into the sea. � to be on an
equal footing with someone to be at the
same stage or level as someone � All appli-
cants are on an equal footing. � to put
things on a firm footing to make things
solid � We want to make sure the business
is on a firm footing.
footlightsfootlights /fυtlats/ plural noun a row of
lights along the front of the stage in a thea-
tre
footnotefootnote /fυtnəυt/ noun an explanation
at the bottom of a page, referring to some-
thing on the page
footpathfootpath /fυtpɑ
θ/ noun a path for peo-
ple to walk on, but not to ride on
footprintfootprint /fυtprnt/ noun a mark left by
someone’s foot on the ground � They fol-

lowed the footprints in the snow to the
cave.
footstepfootstep /fυtstep/ noun a sound made
by a foot touching the ground � We heard
soft footsteps along the corridor.
footstoolfootstool /fυtstu
l/ noun a small piece
of furniture in the shape of a box on which
you can rest your feet
footwearfootwear /fυtweə/ noun articles of
clothing worn on your feet, such as boots
or shoes
footworkfootwork /fυtw#
k/ noun a way of using
your feet, especially in sports
for

� for /fə, fɔ
/ prep 1. showing the purpose
or use of something � This plastic bag is
for the apples. � What’s that key for? 2.
showing the occasion on which or the rea-
son why something is given � What did you
get for your birthday? � What did you win
for coming first? 3. showing the person
who receives something � There was no
mail for you this morning. � I’m making a
cup of tea for my mother. 4. showing how
long something takes � He has gone to
France for two days. � We’ve been waiting
here for hours. 5. showing distance � You
can see for miles from the top of the hill. �
The motorway goes for kilometres without
any service stations. 6. showing where
someone or something is going � Is this the
plane for Edinburgh? � When is the next
bus for Oxford Circus? 7. in the place of
someone � Can you write this letter for
me?
forageforage /fɒrd�/ (forages, foraging, for-
aged) verb to search for food or supplies �
They spent the day foraging for food in the
jungle.
forayforay /fɒre/ noun a sudden attack
forbadeforbade /fə |b�d/ past tense of forbid
forbidforbid /fə |bd/ (forbids, forbidding, for-
bade, forbidden) verb to tell someone that
they are not allowed to do something � The
staff are forbidden to use the front en-
trance.
forbiddenforbidden /fə|bd(ə)n/ adj which is not
allowed � Father’s new rock garden is for-
bidden territory to the children.
forbiddingforbidding /fə|bdŋ/ adj which looks
frightening or dangerous
force

� force /fɔ
s/ noun 1. strength or power �
The force of the wind blew tiles off the roof.
� The police had to use force to restrain the
crowd. 2. an organised group of people �

He served in the police force for twenty
years. � verb (forces, forcing, forced) to
make someone do something � He was
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forced to stop smoking. � You can’t force
me to go if I don’t want to.
forcedforced /fɔ
st/ adj 1. done because some-
one made you do it � His lawyer said that
his confession was forced. 2. artificial; not
real � He gave a rather forced laugh.
forcefulforceful /fɔ
sf(ə)l/ adj strong or power-
ful
forcepsforceps /fɔ
seps/ plural noun a medical
tool consisting of two long flat pieces
joined together, used by doctors in medical
operations � He needed forceps to deliver
the baby.
forcibleforcible /fɔ
sb(ə)l/ adj done by or with
force
forearmforearm /fɔ
rɑ
m/ noun the part of the
arm between the hand and the elbow � The
dog put his paw on her forearm.
forebearsforebears /fɔ
beəz/ plural noun all the
people in your family who have lived be-
fore you (formal ) � His forebears came
from Russia in the 18th century.
forebodingforeboding /fɔ
|bəυdŋ/ noun a feeling
that something bad will happen
forecastforecast /fɔ
kɑ
st/ noun what you think
will happen in the future � His forecast of
sales turned out to be completely accurate.
� verb (forecasts, forecasting, forecast)
to say what will happen in the future �
They are forecasting storms for the south
coast. � They forecast a rise in the number
of tourists.
forecasterforecaster /fɔ
kɑ
stə/ noun a person
who says what will happen in the future,
especially what sort of weather there will
be
forecloseforeclose /fɔ
|kləυz/ (forecloses, fore-
closing, foreclosed) verb to take away
property because the owner cannot pay
back money which he has borrowed to buy
it (formal)
forecourtforecourt /fɔ
kɔ
t/ noun an open area in
front of a building
forefingerforefinger /fɔ
fŋ(ə/ noun the index fin-
ger; the first finger next to the thumb
forefootforefoot /fɔ
fυt/ noun the front foot of
an animal
foregone conclusionforegone conclusion /�fɔ
(ɒn kən |

klu
�(ə)n/ noun something which will
definitely happen as a result of something
else
foregroundforeground /fɔ
(raυnd/ noun a part of
a picture which seems nearest the front
forehandforehand /fɔ
h�nd/ adj played with the
palm of the hand facing forwards, in sports
such as tennis

foreheadforehead /fɔ
hed/ noun the part of the
front of the head above the eyes and below
the line of the hair
foreign

� foreign /fɒrn/ adj not from your own
country � There are lots of foreign medical
students at our college.
foreign bodyforeign body /�fɒrn bɒdi/ noun some-
thing which should not be there, such as a
piece of dust in your eye
foreignerforeigner /fɒrnə/ noun a person who
does not come from the same country as
you
foreign exchangeforeign exchange /�fɒrən ks |

tʃend�/ noun the process or practice of
changing the money of one country for
money of another
Foreign SecretaryForeign Secretary /�fɒrn
sekrt(ə)ri/ noun the British government
minister in charge of the Foreign Office
(NOTE: In other countries this is the Foreign
Minister, and in the USA the Secretary of
State.)
forelegforeleg /fɔ
le(/ noun the front leg of an
animal
foremanforeman /fɔ
mən/ (plural foremen) noun
(in a factory) a skilled worker in charge of
several other workers � The foreman came
to make a complaint to the manager.
foremostforemost /fɔ
məυst/ adj, adv first; most
important � first and foremost first of all,
the most important thing is � First and
foremost we need to get the costs under
control.
forensicforensic /fə |rensk/ adj referring to the
scientific solving of crimes
forensicsforensics /fə|rensks/ noun scientific
methods used for solving crimes
forerunnerforerunner /fɔ
r�nə/ noun a person or
thing coming earlier than another more im-
portant or advanced one
foreseeforesee /fɔ
 |si
/ (foresees, foreseeing,
foresaw, foreseen) verb to have a strong
feeling that something will happen in the
future although you cannot be sure that it
will
foreseeableforeseeable /fɔ
 |si
əb(ə)l/ adj which
can be foreseen � for the foreseeable fu-
ture as far in the future as you can imagine
� I will certainly stay here for the foresee-
able future.
foreshadowforeshadow /fɔ
 |ʃ�dəυ/ (foreshadows,
foreshadowing, foreshadowed) verb to be
a warning or sign of something that may
happen
foresightforesight /fɔ
sat/ noun the ability to
see what will probably happen in the fu-
ture; the ability to plan for emergencies
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foreskinforeskin /fɔ
skn/ noun the fold of skin
covering the tip of the penis
forest

� forest /fɒrst/ noun a large area cov-
ered with trees � The country is covered
with thick forests. � In dry weather there’s
a danger of forest fires. � In winter bears
come out of the forest to search for food.
forestallforestall /fɔ
|stɔ
l/ (forestalls, forestall-
ing, forestalled) verb to think about what
someone may do and try to stop them
forestryforestry /fɒrstri/ noun the work of
looking after a forest
foretellforetell /fɔ
|tel/ (foretells, foretelling,
foretold) verb to say what will happen in
the future (literary)
forethoughtforethought /fɔ
θɔ
t/ noun the practice
of planning for the future; thinking ahead
foreverforever /fɔ
r |evə/, for ever /fər evə/ adv
1. always in the future � I will love you for-
ever. 2. a very long time � It took us forever
to get to the hotel.
forewarnforewarn /fɔ
|wɔ
n/ (forewarns, fore-
warning, forewarned) verb to warn about
something that is going to happen
forewordforeword /fɔ
w#
d/ noun a short section
at the beginning of a book, usually written
by a person who is not the author, introduc-
ing the book and its author to the reader
forfeitforfeit /fɔ
ft/ noun a thing taken away as
a punishment � You have to pay a forfeit if
you answer wrongly. � verb (forfeits, for-
feiting, forfeited) to lose something, espe-
cially as a punishment � She forfeited her
deposit.
forgave

� forgave /fə|(ev/ past tense of forgive
forgeforge /fɔ
d�/ (forges, forging, forged)
verb to copy something illegally � He
forged the signature on the cheque. � The
new design of the banknotes makes them
difficult to forge.
forge aheadforge ahead phrasal verb to go forward
or make progress quickly � The wind blew
harder and the yacht forged ahead. � We
are forging ahead with our new project.
forgerforger /fɔ
d�ə/ noun a person who cop-
ies something illegally
forgeryforgery /fɔ
d�əri/ (plural forgeries)
noun 1. the action of making an illegal
copy � He was sent to prison for forgery. 2.
an illegal copy � The signature proved to
be a forgery.
forget

� forget /fə|(et/ (forgets, forgetting,
forgot, forgotten) verb 1. not to remember
[/~how/why/where/when etc/~about/~(that)]
� He’s forgotten the name of the restau-
rant. � I’ve forgotten how to play chess. �
She forgot all about her doctor’s appoint-

ment. � Don’t forget we’re having lunch to-
gether tomorrow. 2. to leave something be-
hind � When he left the office he forgot his
car keys.
forgetfulforgetful /fə|(etf(ə)l/ adj often unable to
remember
forgive

� forgive /fə |(v/ (forgives, forgiving,
forgave, forgiven) verb to stop being angry
with someone � Don’t worry about it – I
forgive you! � Will she ever forgive me for
forgetting her birthday?
forgivenessforgiveness /fə |(vnəs/ noun the act of
forgiving
forgivingforgiving /fə|(vŋ/ adj 1. having a ten-
dency to forgive 2. allowing for some im-
perfection
forgoforgo /fɔ
 |(əυ/ (forgoes, forgoing, for-
went, forgone), forego verb to do without
something
forgotforgot /fə |(ɒt/ past tense of forget
forgottenforgotten /fə |(ɒt(ə)n/ past participle of
forget
fork

� fork /fɔ
k/ noun an object with a handle
at one end and several sharp points at the
other, used for picking up food and putting
it in your mouth � Don’t try to eat Chinese
food with a knife and fork. � It’s polite to
use a fork to eat cake – don’t use your fin-
gers. � verb (forks, forking, forked) to be-
come two parts � The railway line forks at
Crewe and one branch goes to the coast.
forkedforked /fɔ
kt/ adj divided, particularly
into two branches
forlornforlorn /fə|lɔ
n/ adj left alone and feeling
sad � She stood all forlorn on the platform,
watching the train leave.
form

� form /fɔ
m/ noun 1. an official paper
with spaces, in which you are asked to
write information such as your name and
address � Could you please fill in this form
with your details? 2. a state or condition �
Their team wasn’t in top form and lost. � in
good form in a good mood; well � She’s in
good form today. � off form, out of form
not performing very well � He’s off form at
the moment – he needs more practice. 3. a
class, usually in a secondary school � She’s
in the third form. � verb (forms, forming,
formed) 1. to sit or stand with others so as
to make a particular shape � The children
formed a circle. � Form a queue here,
please. 2. � formed of made of � The team
is formed of ex-students.
formal

� formal /fɔ
m(ə)l/ adj 1. done accord-
ing to certain rules � The formal opening
ceremony was performed by the mayor. 2.
serious in style; suitable for special or offi-
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cial occasions � ‘Good afternoon’ is a for-
mal way of saying ‘Hello’ in the afternoon.
formality

� formality /fɔ
|m�lti/ (plural formali-
ties) noun a thing which has to be done to
obey the law or because it is the custom
formallyformally /fɔ
məli/ adv according to
rules; done or spoken in a serious way
format

� format /fɔ
m�t/ noun a shape, size or
style that something is made in � What for-
mat do you want your invitations printed
in? � verb (formats, formatting, format-
ted) to arrange the way text appears in a
computer file � Style sheets are used to for-
mat documents.
formation

� formation /fɔ
 |meʃ(ə)n/ noun the act
of forming something � The formation of
ice occurs at temperatures below zero.
formativeformative /fɔ
mətv/ adj important for
the development of someone or something
former

� former /fɔ
mə/ adj referring to a per-
son’s or a thing’s job or position at an ear-
lier time � a former army officer � The
former champion came last in the race.
formerlyformerly /fɔ
məli/ adv at an earlier time
� He was formerly head of our department.
formidableformidable /fɔ
mdəb(ə)l/ adj causing
admiration but also a little fear
formula

� formula /fɔ
mjυlə/ (plural formulae)
noun 1. a statement of a scientific fact, of-
ten shown by means of symbols  � The
chemical formula of carbon dioxide is
CO2. � The drug is made to a secret formu-
la. 2. a set of plans for achieving something
[~for]
formulaicformulaic /�fɔ
mjυ|lek/ adj 1. ex-
pressed as, or having the nature of, a for-
mula 2. created according to existing mod-
els or ideas, and therefore not very original
or exciting
formulate

� formulate /fɔ
mjυlet/ (formulates,
formulating, formulated) verb 1. to express
an idea clearly � He had some difficulty in
formulating his ideas. 2. to develop care-
fully something such as a plan or way of
doing something
forsakeforsake /fə |sek/ (forsakes, forsaking,
forsook, forsaken) verb to leave someone
or something behind. � god-forsaken
fortfort /fɔ
t/ noun a strong army building
which can be defended against enemy at-
tacks � The soldiers rode out of the fort. �

He was posted to a fort in the desert.
forteforte /fɔ
te/ noun a particular ability, or
the subject you are best in � History is not
my forte.
forth

� forth /fɔ
θ/ adv forwards

forthcomingforthcoming /fɔ
θ |k�mŋ/ adj 1. soon to
come � His forthcoming novel will be
about London. � No government grant is
forthcoming. 2. talkative; full of informa-
tion � She wasn’t very forthcoming about
her plans.
forthrightforthright /fɔ
θrat/ adj direct and blunt
forthwithforthwith /fɔ
θ|wθ/ adv immediately
fortiethfortieth /fɔ
təθ/ adj relating to the
number 40 in a series � noun number 40 in
a series
fortificationsfortifications /�fɔ
tf |keʃ(ə)nz/ plural
noun walls or towers built to defend a city
� Archaeologists have uncovered remains
of the Roman fortifications.
fortifyfortify /fɔ
tfa/ (fortifies, fortifying, for-
tified) verb 1. to make a place strong, so
that it can be defended against attack 2. �
to fortify yourself with something to eat
or drink something to make you able to
continue
fortitudefortitude /fɔ
ttju
d/ noun bravery and
determination (formal )
fortnight

� fortnight /fɔ
tnat/ noun two weeks
(NOTE: not used in US English)
fortnightlyfortnightly /fɔ
tnatli/ adj, adv once
every two weeks � a fortnightly visit to the
doctor
fortressfortress /fɔ
trəs/ noun a strong castle
fortuitousfortuitous /fɔ
 |tju
təs/ adj happening
by chance and having a good result
fortunate

� fortunate /fɔ
tʃənət/ adj having bet-
ter things happen to you than happen to
other people � You are very fortunate to
have such a lovely family.
fortunately

� fortunately /fɔ
tʃənətli/ adv by good
luck � Fortunately, he had remembered to
take an umbrella. � He was late getting to
the airport, but fortunately the flight had
been delayed.
fortune

� fortune /fɔ
tʃən/ noun 1. a large
amount of money � He won a fortune on
the lottery. � She made a fortune on the
stock market. � She left her fortune to her
three children. 2. what will happen in the
future � She claims to be able to tell your
fortune using cards. � to cost a fortune to
cost a lot of money � That shop has shoes
that cost a fortune. � to tell someone’s for-
tune to say what will happen to someone in
the future � She tells fortunes from cards.
fortune-tellerfortune-teller /fɔ
tʃən �telə/ noun a
person who says what will happen in the
future, e.g. by looking at cards or lines on
your hand
forty

� forty /fɔ
ti/ noun the number 40 � for-
ties the numbers between 40 and 49
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.45.45 /�fɔ
ti fav/ noun a gun with a .45 cal-
ibre.
forum

� forum /fɔ
rəm/ noun an occasion
when matters of general interest can be dis-
cussed
forward

� forward /fɔ
wəd/ adj confident � She
was always very forward as a child. � adv
1. in the direction that someone or some-
thing is facing � She bent forward to hear
what he had to say. � He took two steps for-
ward. � The policeman made a sign with
his hand and the cars began to go forward.
2. towards the future � We need to do some
forward planning. � noun a player in a
team whose job is to attack the other side �
The England defence came under attack
from the other team’s forwards.
forwarding addressforwarding address /fɔ
wədŋ ə |

�dres/ noun an address to which mail can
be sent
forward-lookingforward-looking /fɔ
wəd �lυkŋ/ adj
planning for or thinking about the future
forwardsforwards /fɔ
wədz/ adv in the direction
that someone or something is facing � She
bent forwards to hear what he had to say. �
He took two steps forwards. � The police-
man made a sign with his hand and the
cars began to go forwards.
forward slashforward slash /fɔ
wəd sl�ʃ/ noun an
ordinary slash used in printing or writing
text
fossilfossil /fɒs(ə)l/ noun the mark of an ani-
mal or plant left in a rock, formed over mil-
lions of years
fossil fuelfossil fuel /fɒs(ə)l �fju
əl/ noun a fuel
which has developed from the ancient re-
mains of plants or animals over many cen-
turies
fossilisedfossilised /fɒsəlazd/, fossilized adj re-
ferring to something which has become a
fossil
fosterfoster /fɒstə/ (fosters, fostering, fos-
tered) verb 1. to bring up a child who is not
your own, without adopting it � They have
fostered several children. 2. to encourage
an idea, etc. � Tourism fosters interest in
other countries. � We are trying to foster
the children’s interest in the history of the
village.
fought

� fought /fɔ
t/ past tense and past parti-
ciple of fight
foulfoul /faυl/ adj 1. smelling or tasting un-
pleasant � A foul-smelling drain ran down
the centre of the street. 2. very unpleasant
� What foul weather we’re having! � The
boss has been in a foul temper all day. �
noun an action which is against the rules of
a game � The referee gave a free kick for a

foul on the goalkeeper. � Look at the action
replay to see if it really was a foul. (NOTE:
Do not confuse with fowl.) � verb (fouls,
fouling, fouled) to do something to another
player which is against the rules of a game
� He was fouled inside the penalty box so
the ref gave a penalty.
foul playfoul play /faυl ple/ noun murder
foul-upfoul-up /faυl �p/ noun a bad situation
which has happened because of a mistake
someone has made
found

� found /faυnd/ verb (founds, founding,
founded) to establish something; to begin
something � The business was founded in
1900. � past tense and past participle of
find
foundation

� foundation /faυn|deʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
the act of establishing something or of set-
ting something up � Ever since its founda-
tion in 1892, the company has been a great
success. 2. a charitable organisation which
provides money for certain projects � a
foundation for educational research
foundation coursefoundation course /faυn |deʃ(ə)n
kɔ
s/ noun a basic course at a university,
which allows you to go on to a more ad-
vanced course
founderfounder /faυndə/ noun a person who es-
tablishes or sets up something � He was
one of the founders of the National Trust.
foundryfoundry /faυndri/ noun a place for melt-
ing and moulding metal or glass
fountainfountain /faυntn/ noun an object or a
structure with a pump which makes a
stream of water come out, usually found in
a street or a large garden
fountain penfountain pen /faυntn pen/ noun a pen
which can be filled with ink
44 /fɔ
/ prep for (informal)
four

� four /fɔ
/ noun the number 4 � on all
fours on hands and knees � He was creep-
ing around under the desk on all fours.
four-by-fourfour-by-four /�fɔ
 ba fɔ
/, 4x4 noun a
four-wheel-drive vehicle. Abbreviation
4x4
four-posterfour-poster /fɔ
 pəυstə/, four-poster
bed noun an old-fashioned bed with a post
at each corner, that can be used to support
a canopy or curtains
foursomefoursome /fɔ
s(ə)m/ noun a group of
four people � The foursome stole a car and
drove to Las Vegas.
fourteen

� fourteen /�fɔ
 |ti
n/ noun the number
14
fourteenth

� fourteenth /�fɔ
 |ti
nθ/ adj, noun relat-
ing to the number 14 in a series � noun
number 14 in a series
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fourth

� fourth /fɔ
θ/ adj relating to the number
4 in a series � noun 1. number 4 in a series
2. one part of four equal parts
Fourth of JulyFourth of July /�fɔ
θ əv d�υ |la/ noun
the national day in the United States �
We’re having a Fourth of July party.
4WD4WD noun a vehicle with four-wheel drive
four-wheel drive

four-wheel drive /�fɔ
 wi
l drav/
noun 1. a system in which engine power
drives all four wheels of a vehicle 2. a ve-
hicle working by this system. Abbreviation
4WD
fowl

fowl /faυl/ noun a domestic bird which is
kept for its eggs or to be killed for food,
such as a chicken, duck, turkey or goose
fox

� fox /fɒks/ noun a wild animal with red-
dish fur and a long thick tail. Compare vix-
en
foyerfoyer /fɔe/ noun a large entrance hall at
the front of a hotel, restaurant or theatre
fracasfracas /fr�kɑ
/ noun a noisy disturbance
fraction

fraction /fr�kʃən/ noun 1. (in mathemat-
ics) a unit that is less than a whole number
� 0.25 and 0.5 are ¼ and ½ expressed as
fractions. 2. a small part or amount � Only
a fraction of the stolen money was ever
found. � Sales are up a fraction this month.
� Move the camera a fraction to the right,
and you’ll all get in the picture.
fracture

fracture /fr�ktʃə/ noun a break, espe-
cially in a bone � The X-ray showed up the
fracture clearly. � verb (fractures, fractur-
ing, fractured) to break a bone � He frac-
tured his leg in the accident. � They put her
fractured leg in plaster.
fragile

fragile /fr�d�al/ adj made from materi-
als that are easily broken � Be careful when
you’re packing these plates – they’re very
fragile.
fragmentfragment1 /fr�(mənt/ noun a small
piece � When digging on the site of the
house they found fragments of very old
glass.
fragment

fragment2 /fr�( |ment/ (fragments,
fragmenting, fragmented) verb to separate
into small pieces � As soon as the founder
died the whole organisation fragmented.
fragrance

fragrance /fre(rəns/ noun 1. a pleasant
smell 2. a pleasant-smelling liquid which is
put on the skin
fragrant

fragrant /fre(rənt/ adj with a sweet
smell
frail

frail /frel/ adj physically weak, especially
because of age � His grandmother is now
rather frail.

frailtyfrailty /frelti/ (plural frailties) noun be-
ing weak � the frailty of human existence �
the frailty of my father’s health
frame

� frame /frem/ noun a border around
something such as a pair of glasses, a pic-
ture, a mirror or a window � He has glasses
with gold frames. � I think the frame is
worth more than the painting. � verb
(frames, framing, framed) to put a frame
round a picture � The photograph has been
framed in red.
framework

� framework /fremw#
k/ noun 1. the
structure supporting a building, etc. � The
framework of the shed is sound – it just
needs some paint. 2. the basis of a plan  �

They are working within the framework of
the United Nations resolution. � They are
negotiating the framework of the agree-
ment.
franchise

� franchise /fr�ntʃaz/ noun 1. a right
to vote � In some countries women do not
have the franchise. 2. a permit to sell a
company’s products in a certain region or
to trade using a well-known brand name �

He bought a pizza franchise.
frankfrank /fr�ŋk/ adj saying what you think �
To be really frank with you – I think the
plan stinks. � He gave her some frank ad-
vice. (NOTE: Do not confuse with franc.) �
verb (franks, franking, franked) to stamp a
letter with a special machine, instead of us-
ing a postage stamp � The letters were all
franked before they left the office.
frankfurterfrankfurter /fr�ŋkf#
tə/, frankfurt
noun a long sausage which is boiled and
sometimes eaten inside a roll. � hot dog
frankly

� frankly /fr�ŋkli/ adv telling the truth
franticfrantic /fr�ntk/ adj wild, worried and
doing things fast
fraternalfraternal /frə|t#
n(ə)l/ adj brotherly � He
started going out with his brother’s girl-
friend – there’s fraternal feeling for you!
fraternisefraternise /fr�tənaz/ (fraternises,
fraternising, fraternised), fraternize verb
to spend time with other people socially,
especially people who are considered un-
suitable
fraternityfraternity /frə |t#
nti/ noun 1. a group of
people with similar interests or occupa-
tions � Members of the banking fraternity
have criticised the Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer. 2. a brotherly feeling � The slogan
of the French state is ‘Liberty, Equality,
Fraternity’.
fraudfraud /frɔ
d/ noun 1. obtaining money by
making people believe something which is
not true � He is facing trial for fraud. 2. a
person pretending to be something which
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he or she is not � She’s a fraud – she has no
legal qualifications. � He’s an old fraud –
he didn’t build that car himself.
fraudulentfraudulent /frɔ
djυlənt/ adj dishonest
fraughtfraught /frɔ
t/ adj 1. full of problems or
danger � The whole building project has
been fraught with problems. 2. worried, or
causing anxiety
frayedfrayed /fred/ adj having a worn edge,
with loose threads
freakfreak /fri
k/ noun 1. an unusual type of
person, animal or plant � A white whale is
a freak of nature. 2. a person who is ex-
tremely interested in something (informal)
� My brother’s a computer freak.
frecklesfreckles /frek(ə)lz/ plural noun small
brown marks on the skin, often caused by
the sun � You’ll recognise her at once,
she’s tall with fair hair and freckles. � She
was trying to get rid of the freckles on her
arms.
free

� free /fri
/ adj (freer, freest) 1. not cost-
ing any money � Send in four tokens from
cereal boxes and you can get a free toy. � I
got a free ticket for the exhibition. 2. not
busy; available � Will you be free next
Tuesday? � There is a table free in the cor-
ner of the restaurant. � Do you have any
free time next week? 3. able to do what you
want; not forced to do anything � He’s free
to do what he wants. 4. not in prison or a
cage � After six years in prison he’s a free
man again. � to set someone or some-
thing free to allow someone to leave pris-
on, or to let an animal out of a cage � The
young birds were raised in the zoo and then
set free in the wild. � verb (frees, freeing,
freed) to release someone who is trapped �
It took the fire service some time to free the
passengers in the bus.
free agentfree agent /fri
 ed�ənt/ noun someone
who is able to do what they want
freebiefreebie /fri
bi/ noun something supplied
free of charge, especially as a gift to a cus-
tomer or journalist (informal )
freedom

� freedom /fri
dəm/ noun 1. the state of
being free, rather than being forced to stay
somewhere or being in prison � She felt a
sense of freedom being in the country after
working all week in the city. � His lawyer
pleaded for his client’s freedom. 2. the state
of being allowed to do what you want �
They are trying to restrict our freedom of
movement.
freedom fighterfreedom fighter /fri
dəm �fatə/ noun
a guerilla fighting against an oppressive
government

free enterprisefree enterprise /�fri
 entəpraz/ noun
a system of business where there is no in-
terference from the government
free-for-allfree-for-all /fri
 fər ɔ
l/ noun a general
fight or argument among several people
(informal)
free kickfree kick /fri
 kk/ noun a kick which a
footballer is allowed to make without any-
one opposing him, to punish the other side
for something which they have done
freelancefreelance /fri
lɑ
ns/ (freelances, free-
lancing, freelanced) verb to work inde-
pendently � She freelances for several
newspapers.
freelancerfreelancer /fri
lɑ
nsə/ noun a freelance
worker
freelyfreely /fri
li/ adv in an open manner,
without being forced
free marketfree market /�fri
 mɑ
kt/ noun a situa-
tion in which trade takes place without
government control
FreemasonFreemason /fri
mes(ə)n/ noun a
member of a secret society whose mem-
bers help each other and protect each other
(NOTE: also simply called Masons)
free-rangefree-range /�fri
 rend�/ adj (of animals,
birds) kept in the open, not in cages or box-
es
free speechfree speech /�fri
 spi
tʃ/ noun the abil-
ity to say what you think without danger of
being prosecuted
free trade

� free trade /�fri
 tred/ noun a system
where goods can go from one country to
another without any restrictions
freewarefreeware /fri
weə/ noun free computer
software
freeway

� freeway /fri
we/ noun US a fast mo-
torway with few junctions
free willfree will /fri
 wl/ noun the ability to
choose your own actions
freeze

� freeze /fri
z/ (freezes, freezing, froze,
frozen) verb 1. to become solid because of
the cold � The winter was mild, and for the
first time ever the river did not freeze over.
� It’s so cold that the lake has frozen solid.
2. to make food very cold so that it does not
decay � We froze the raspberries we picked
this morning. 3. to become very cold � The
forecast is that it will freeze tonight. � Put
a hat on or you’ll freeze!
freezer

� freezer /fri
zə/ noun a piece of equip-
ment like a large box, which is very cold
inside, used for freezing food and keeping
it frozen
freezing

� freezing /fri
zŋ/ adj very cold, or
close to the temperature at which water
freezes
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freezing pointfreezing point /fri
zŋ pɔnt/ noun a
very low temperature at which a liquid be-
comes solid
freightfreight /fret/ noun 1. the action of trans-
porting goods by air, sea or land � We sent
the order (by) air freight. 2. goods trans-
ported � The government is encouraging
firms to send freight by rail.
freight carfreight car /fret kɑ
/ noun US a goods
wagon on a train
freighterfreighter /fretə/ noun an aircraft or ship
which carries goods
French

� French /frentʃ/ adj referring to France
� noun the language spoken in France
French hornFrench horn /frentʃ hɔ
n/ noun a brass
musical instrument with a tube which is
coiled round
freneticfrenetic /frə|netk/ adj wildly excited
frenziedfrenzied /frenzid/ adj wild and uncon-
trollable
frenzyfrenzy /frenzi/ noun a wild excitement
frequency

� frequency /fri
kwənsi/ noun the
number of times that something happens
over a particular period of time � The gov-
ernment is becoming alarmed at the fre-
quency of accidents in the construction in-
dustry. (NOTE: no plural)
frequentfrequent1 /fri
kwənt/ adj happening or
appearing often � He was a frequent visitor
to the library. � Skin cancer is becoming
more frequent. � How frequent are the
planes to Birmingham?
frequentfrequent2 /fr|kwent/ (frequents, fre-
quenting, frequented) verb to go some-
where very often � He frequents the bar at
the corner of the street.
frequently

� frequently /fri
kwəntli/ adv often �

The ferries don’t run as frequently in the
winter. � She could frequently be seen
walking her dog in the park.
frescofresco /freskəυ/ (plural frescoes or fres-
cos) noun a painting done on wet plaster
on a wall or ceiling
fresh

� fresh /freʃ/ adj 1. not used or not dirty
� I’ll get you a fresh towel. 2. made recent-
ly � a basket of fresh rolls � Let’s ask for a
pot of fresh coffee. 3. new and different �
The police produced some fresh evidence.
4. not in a tin or frozen � The fishmonger
sells fresh fish. � Fresh fruit salad is better
than tinned. � Fresh vegetables are difficult
to get in winter.
fresh airfresh air /�freʃ eə/ noun the open space
outside buildings where the air flows freely
� After ten hours in the office they were
glad to come out into the fresh air.

freshenfreshen /freʃ(ə)n/ (freshens, freshen-
ing, freshened) verb 1. to make something
fresh � The hot air in the valley was fresh-
ened by a mountain breeze. 2. to become
cooler or fresher � The wind freshened as
night came on.
freshen upfreshen up verb to wash your hands and
face, and tidy your hair � I must just go to
freshen (myself) up before the guests ar-
rive.
fresherfresher /freʃə/ noun a new student in his
or her first year at college or university
(informal)
freshmanfreshman /freʃmən/ (plural freshmen)
noun a new student in his or her first year
at college or university. Compare senior
freshwaterfreshwater /freʃwɔ
tə/ adj referring to
river or lake water, not salt water
fretfret /fret/ (frets, fretting, fretted) verb to
worry or be unhappy � She’s fretting about
her exams.
fretfulfretful /fretf(ə)l/ adj always complaining
and unhappy
friarfriar /fraə/ noun a member of a Christian
religious order who went out to collect
money or to preach
frictionfriction /frkʃən/ noun 1. one thing rub-
bing against another � You need more oil to
reduce friction in the motor. 2. a disagree-
ment between two or more people � There
has been a good deal of friction between
the members of the board.
Friday

� Friday /frade/ noun the fifth day of
the week, the day between Thursday and
Saturday � We all had a meal together last
Friday. � We always go to the cinema on
Friday evenings. � We normally have our
meetings on Fridays. � Friday is a day of
rest for Muslims. � Today is Friday, June
20th.
fridge

� fridge /frd�/ noun a kitchen machine
for keeping things cold � The fridge is
empty – we must buy some more food. �
Shall I put the milk back in the fridge?
fridge-freezerfridge-freezer /frd� fri
zə/ noun a
kitchen machine consisting of both a fridge
and a freezer in a single unit
fried

� fried /frad/ past tense and past partici-
ple of fry � adj cooked in oil or fat
friend

� friend /frend/ noun a person that you
know well and like � She’s my best friend.
� We’re going on holiday with some friends
from work. � to make friends with some-
one to get to know and like someone � We
made friends with some French people on
holiday.
friendly

� friendly /frendli/ (friendlier, friendli-
est) adj pleasant and kind, wanting to make
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friends � Don’t be frightened of the dog –
he’s very friendly. � We’re not on friendly
terms with the people who live next door.
friendship

� friendship /frendʃp/ noun the state
of being friends � He formed several last-
ing friendships at school.
friesfries /fraz/ 3rd person singular present of
fry
friezefrieze /fri
z/ noun a decorated band
around a room just below the ceiling
frigatefrigate /fr(ət/ noun a small fast-moving
naval ship
frightfright /frat/ noun fear
frightenfrighten /frat(ə)n/ (frightens, frighten-
ing, frightened) verb to make someone
afraid � Take off that horrible mask – you’ll
frighten the children. � The cat has fright-
ened all the birds away.
frightened

� frightened /fratn(ə)d/ adj afraid
[~of] � The frightened children ran out of
the building. � Don’t be frightened of the
dog – he won’t hurt you.
frightening

� frightening /frat(ə)nŋ/ adj making
you feel afraid � a frightening sound of
footsteps in the corridor � He had a fright-
ening thought – what if no one heard his
cries for help?
frightfulfrightful /fratf(ə)l/ adj terrible or awful
frightfullyfrightfully /fratf(ə)li/ adv extremely
(dated or humorous)
frigidfrigid /frd�d/ adj 1. unfriendly, not
showing any warm feelings � His frigid re-
sponse did not give us much hope. 2. (of a
woman) not responsive in sexual relations
(insulting) � After his marriage he discov-
ered that she was frigid.
frillfrill /frl/ noun a piece of material gathered
together and sewn onto a dress, etc.
fringefringe /frnd�/ noun 1. the hair lying over
the forehead 2. the edging of something
such as a shawl or carpet, consisting of
loose threads hanging down � a lampshade
with a yellow fringe 3. an outer edge of an
area � Round the fringe of the crowd peo-
ple were selling souvenirs.
fringe benefitfringe benefit /frnd� �benft/ noun
an additional advantage which someone
gets from doing a particular job or activity
friskfrisk /frsk/ (frisks, frisking, frisked) verb
1. to search someone by running your
hands over his or her body � When they
frisked him at the airport, they found a
knife hidden under his shirt. 2. to jump
about happily � little lambs frisking in the
field
friskyfrisky /frski/ adj feeling lively, or behav-
ing in a lively way

fritter

fritter verb
fritter away verb to waste time, money,
etc. on unimportant things � He inherited
a fortune from his grandfather but had
frittered it all away by the time he was
thirty.

frivolityfrivolity /fr|vɒlti/ noun silliness; lack of
seriousness
frivolousfrivolous /frvələs/ adj silly; not serious
frizzyfrizzy /frzi/ adj (of hair) in a mass of tight
curls
frog

� frog /frɒ(/ noun a small greenish-
brown animal with long legs, which jumps,
and lives both on land and in water � He
kept some tadpoles in a jar hoping they
would turn into frogs. � Can you hear the
frogs croaking round the pond?
frogmanfrogman /frɒ(mən/ (plural frogmen)
noun a diver working underwater
frolicfrolic /frɒlk/ (frolics, frolicking, frol-
icked) verb to play happily � The lambs
were frolicking in the fields.
from

� from /frəm, frɒm/ prep 1. away 2.
showing the place where something starts
or started � He comes from Germany. � The
bees went from flower to flower. � We’ve
had a letter from the bank. � He read the
book from beginning to end. � Take three
from four and you get one. � I took a book
from the pile on his desk. 3. showing the
time when something starts or started � I’ll
be at home from 8 o’clock onwards. � The
hours of work are 9.30 to 5.30, from Mon-
day to Friday. � From now on I’m going to
get up early. 4. showing distance � It is not
far from here to the railway station. 5.
showing difference � Can you tell butter
from margarine? � His job is totally differ-
ent from mine. 6. showing a cause � He
died from the injuries he received in the ac-
cident. � She suffers from coughs every
winter.
frondfrond /frɒnd/ noun a large leaf divided
into many thin sections, as, e.g., on a palm
tree
front

� front /fr�nt/ noun a part of something
which is furthest forward � The front of the
house is on London Road. � She spilt coffee
down the front of her dress. � adj which is
in front � She sat in the front seat, next to
the driver. � in front further forwards �

Her mother sat in the back seat and she sat
in front. � in front of someone or some-
thing before or further forwards than
something � Don’t stand in front of the car
– it may start suddenly. � There are six
people in front of me in the queue. � You
can park your car in front of the shop.
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frontalfrontal /fr�nt(ə)l/ adj of or in the front �
a frontal attack on the enemy
front door

� front door /�fr�nt dɔ
/ noun the main
door to a house or building
frontierfrontier /fr�n|tə/ noun the boundary line
between two countries � The customs men
at the frontier didn’t even bother to look at
our passports.
front linefront line /�fr�nt lan/ noun the line
where two armies meet in war
front pagefront page /fr�nt ped�/ noun the first
page of a newspaper or magazine
front-runnerfront-runner /fr�nt r�nə/ noun the per-
son who is currently first in a race or con-
test (informal)
frostfrost /frɒst/ noun 1. a white covering on
the ground that appears when the tempera-
ture is below freezing � The garden was
white with frost. 2. an occasion on which
the temperature outside is below freezing �
There was a hard frost last night. � There’s
a touch of frost in the air. � A late frost can
damage young plants.
frostbitefrostbite /frɒstbat/ noun an injury
caused by very severe cold which freezes
your flesh
frosted glassfrosted glass /�frɒstd (lɑ
s/ noun
glass with a rough or textured surface
which makes it opaque
frostingfrosting /frɒstŋ/ noun icing on a cake
frothfroth /frɒθ/ noun a mass of bubbles on top
of a liquid � Wait until the froth has settled
before drinking your beer. � verb (froths,
frothing, frothed) to make masses of bub-
bles � He was lying on the floor, frothing at
the mouth.
frownfrown /fraυn/ verb (frowns, frowning,
frowned) to make lines in the skin on your
forehead because you are concentrating or
worried � He frowned as he tried to do the
calculation. � noun pulling your eyebrows
together as a sign that you are angry or
worried � Take that frown off your face –
everything’s going to be all right.

frown on phrasal verb to disapprove of
something � The teachers frown on sing-
ing in the corridors. � The company
frowns on people who bring food into the
office.

froze

� froze /frəυz/ past tense of freeze
frozen

� frozen /frəυz(ə)n/ past participle of
freeze � adj 1. very cold � Come inside –
you must be frozen out there. 2. at a temper-
ature below freezing point � We went skat-
ing on the frozen lake.
frugalfrugal /fru
((ə)l/ adj 1. small and plain �
He had a frugal meal of bread and cheese.

2. careful when you spend money or use re-
sources � He lived a frugal life and died a
millionaire. � The frugal use of the heating
system will cut down on your electricity
bills.
fruit

� fruit /fru
t/ noun a food that grows on
trees or plants, which is often eaten raw
and is usually sweet � You should eat five
pieces of fruit every day. � He has six fruit
trees in his garden.
fruitfulfruitful /fru
tf(ə)l/ adj which produces
good results
fruitionfruition /fru
 |ʃ(ə)n/ noun � to come to
fruition to be finished with good results �
After ten years’ work, the project finally
came to fruition. � to bring something to
fruition to finish something with good re-
sults
fruitlessfruitless /fru
tləs/ adj producing no re-
sult
fruit saladfruit salad /�fru
t s�ləd/ noun pieces of
different fruit, cut up and mixed together
fruityfruity /fru
ti/ adj 1. tasting of fruit � a
dark fruity red wine 2. (of a voice or laugh)
deep and attractive
frustratefrustrate /fr� |stret/ (frustrates, frus-
trating, frustrated) verb 1. to make some-
one annoyed because they cannot do what
they want to 2. to prevent someone or
something from being successful
frustratedfrustrated /fr�|stretd/ adj 1. annoyed
because of not being able to do something
� She was frustrated in her attempt to get
an honest answer. 2. having the desire to be
something, but not having the talent or the
opportunity � a frustrated artist � When he
gets behind the wheel of his car you can see
the frustrated Grand Prix driver coming
out.
frustratingfrustrating /fr�|stretŋ/ adj annoying,
because someone or something stops you
doing what you want to do
frustration

� frustration /fr�|streʃ(ə)n/ noun a
feeling of anger and impatience when you
cannot do what you want to do
fry

� fry /fra/ (fries, frying, fried) verb to
cook something in oil or fat � Fry the on-
ions over a low heat so that they don’t
burn. � Fry the eggs in some fat.
frying pan

� frying pan /fraŋ p�n/ noun an open
pan with low sides, used for frying
ft

� ft /fυt/ abbr foot or feet
fuchsiafuchsia /fju
ʃə/ noun a garden plant
with colourful bell-shaped hanging flowers
fudgefudge /f�d�/ noun 1. a soft sweet made
from butter, sugar and milk 2. an informal
way of avoiding a problem � The report on
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the scandal was a fudge. � verb (fudges,
fudging, fudged) to avoid giving a clear
answer or making a definite decision about
something � We can’t wait for those details
to arrive, we’ll have to fudge it. � to fudge
the issue to avoid making a clear decision
about a difficult situation (informal) � For
years, they have been fudging the issue of
legalising drugs.
fuel

� fuel /fju
əl/ noun a substance such
coal, gas, oil, petrol or wood which can be
burnt to give heat or power � What fuel do
you use to heat the house? � What’s the
fuel consumption of your car? � We ran out
of fuel on the motorway. � to add fuel to
the flames to make matters worse � Just to
add fuel to the flames the union leader sent
the minister’s letter to the newspapers.
fugitivefugitive /fju
d�tv/ noun a person who
is running away � The two fugitives were
captured by the police.
fulfil

� fulfil /fυl |fl/ verb to complete some-
thing in a satisfactory way � He died before
he could fulfil his ambition to fly a plane. �
We are so busy that we cannot fulfil any
more orders before Christmas. (NOTE: The
US spelling is fulfill.)
fulfilledfulfilled /fυl|fld/ adj satisfied with what
you are doing, or happy because of the
things you have achieved
fulfillingfulfilling /fυl |flŋ/ adj which gives satis-
faction
fulfilmentfulfilment /fυl |flmənt/ noun carrying
something out in a satisfactory way (NOTE:
The US spelling is fulfillment.)
full

� full /fυl/ adj 1. with as much inside as is
possible � Is the box full? � The bag is full
of potatoes. � We couldn’t get on the first
bus because it was full. � All the hotels
were full. 2. complete � You must give the
police full details of the accident. � Write
your full name and address at the top of the
paper. � adv completely � The story has
never been told in full. � to be full of your-
self to think a lot of yourself, or to be al-
ways talking about how successful you are
full-blownfull-blown /�fυl bləυn/ adj 1. (of a
flower) completely open � a full-blown
rose 2. fully qualified 3. (of a disease) com-
plete; with all the symptoms � He devel-
oped full-blown AIDS.
full boardfull board /�fυl bɔ
d/ noun a rate for
bedroom and all meals in a hotel
full-fledgedfull-fledged /�fυl fled�d/ adj US fully-
fledged
full-grownfull-grown /�fυl (rəυn/ adj same as ful-
ly-grown

full housefull house /�fυl haυs/ noun an audience
for a theatre or cinema performance that
fills all the seats
full-lengthfull-length /�fυl leŋθ/ adj 1. covering or
showing the whole of someone � a full-
length evening gown � a full-length por-
trait 2. referring to a long film or novel � It
was his first full-length film, made when he
was 21.
full moonfull moon /�fυl mu
n/ noun the time
when the moon appears as a complete cir-
cle
full-onfull-on /�fυl ɒn/ adj having a particular
quality to the highest degree
full-scale

� full-scale /fυl skel/ adj 1. the same
size as in real life � a full-scale model of a
dinosaur 2. complete � It started as a dis-
pute over a few islands and soon developed
into a full-scale war.
full stop

� full stop /�fυl stɒp/ noun a punctua-
tion mark like a small dot, showing the end
of a sentence or an abbreviation
full-time

� full-time /fυl tam/ adj, adv working
for all the usual working time, i.e. about
seven hours a day, five days a week � She
is in full-time work. or She works full-time.
� We have eight full-time and two part-time
teachers at our school. Compare part-time
fully

� fully /fυli/ adv completely � He was
fully aware that he had made a mistake. �

She still hasn’t fully recovered from her ac-
cident. � The hotel is fully booked for the
Christmas week. � When fully grown, an
elephant can weigh several tons.
fully-fledgedfully-fledged /�fυli fled�d/ adj experi-
enced or qualified
fully-grownfully-grown /�fυli (rəυn/ adj adult-
sized
fumblefumble /f�mbəl/ (fumbles, fumbling,
fumbled) verb to touch or feel clumsily
fume

� fume /fju
m/ (fumes, fuming, fumed)
verb to be angry � After he had read the re-
port he was absolutely fuming.
fumesfumes /fju
mz/ plural noun smoke or gas
� They must have inhaled the fumes from
the gas cooker.
fumigatefumigate /fju
m (et/ (fumigates, fu-
migating, fumigated) verb to clean a build-
ing or a room by burning chemicals to pro-
duce smoke which kills germs and insects
fun

� fun /f�n/ noun enjoyment from an ac-
tivity � Having to stay in bed on my birth-
day is not much fun. � to have fun to enjoy
yourself � We had a lot of fun on the river.
� to make fun of someone, to poke fun at
someone to laugh at someone � Don’t
make fun of her – she’s trying her best. �
He poked fun at the Prime Minister. � for
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fun as a joke or for enjoyment � She
poured water down his neck for fun. � Just
for fun, he drove the car through town
dressed as a gorilla. � Why did you do
that? – Just for the fun of it!
function

� function /f�ŋkʃən/ noun 1. a party, or
a gathering of people � We have two wed-
ding functions in the main restaurant this
weekend. � The Prime Minister busy up
with official functions all week. 2. the work
done by someone or something � The func-
tion of a goalkeeper is to stop the ball go-
ing into the net. � What’s the function of
that red switch? � verb (functions, func-
tioning, functioned) 1. to work � The com-
puter is still functioning well after years of
use. 2. to serve as something [~as] � The
sofa functions as a bed if we have visitors.
functionalfunctional /f�ŋkʃən(ə)l/ adj 1. useful
but not decorative � These old saucepans
are not works of art but they’re functional.
2. working properly � The heating system
will be functional again in an hour or so.
function keyfunction key /f�ŋkʃən ki
/ noun one of
a row of keys along the top of a computer
keyboard which activates a set of instruc-
tions
fund

� fund /f�nd/ noun an amount of money
intended for a particular purpose � She
contributes to a pension fund. � verb
(funds, funding, funded) to provide mon-
ey for a special purpose � We have asked
the government to fund the building of the
new library. � The company is funding her
manager’s course.
fundamental

� fundamental /�f�ndə |ment(ə)l/ adj
basic; essential � The fundamental differ-
ence between us is that I apologise for my
mistakes and you don’t. � Good air quality
is fundamental for children’s health.
fundamentalismfundamentalism /�f�ndə |

ment(ə)lz(ə)m/ noun an approach to re-
ligion which involves following religious
rules very strictly
fundamentalistfundamentalist /�f�ndə |ment(ə)lst/
noun a person who follows religious rules
very strictly
funding

� funding /f�ndŋ/ noun money for
something 
fundraiserfundraiser /f�ndrezə/ noun 1. a person
who raises money for a charity or volun-
tary group 2. a money-raising activity or
event for a charity or voluntary group
fund-raisingfund-raising /f�nd �rezŋ/ noun the
activity of raising money for a charity or
voluntary group
fundsfunds /f�ndz/ noun money which is
available for spending � He started a

course at college and then ran out of funds.
� The company has the funds to set up the
research programme. � Funds are availa-
ble to get the project off the ground.
funeral

� funeral /fju
n(ə)rəl/ noun a ceremony
at which a dead person is buried or cremat-
ed � The church was packed for her funer-
al. � The funeral will take place on Friday
morning.
funeral directorfuneral director /fju
n(ə)rəl da |

�rektə/ noun a person who arranges funer-
als in return for payment
funfairfunfair /f�nfeə/ noun a group of amuse-
ments, sideshows, food stalls, etc., set up in
one place for a short time
fungusfungus /f�ŋ(əs/ (plural fungi) noun a
plant which has no green leaves or flowers
and which lives on decaying matter or on
other plants
funkfunk /f�ŋk/ noun a style of African dance
music with a strong rhythm � The crowd of
teenagers were dancing to funk music.
funkyfunky /f�ŋki/ (funkier, funkiest) adj
fashionable, modern (informal)
funnelfunnel /f�n(ə)l/ noun a tube with a wide
opening and a narrow tube, used when
pouring liquids from one container into an-
other
funny

� funny /f�ni/ adj 1. making people
laugh � He made funny faces and all the
children laughed. � That joke isn’t funny. 2.
strange � She’s been behaving in a funny
way recently. � There’s a funny smell in the
bathroom.
furfur /f#
/ noun the soft covering of an ani-
mal’s body � This type of cat has very short
fur. � She was wearing a fur coat. � Have
you got any fur-lined boots? (NOTE: Do not
confuse with fir.)
furiousfurious /fjυəriəs/ adj very angry
furlfurl /f#
l/ (furls, furling, furled) verb to
roll up a flag or sail when it is out of use, or
to become tightly rolled up
furlongfurlong /f#
lɒŋ/ noun a measure of
length, equal to 220 yards (NOTE: It is only
used when referring to the length of a track
for horse-racing.)
furnacefurnace /f#
ns/ noun 1. a large brick or
metal oven which can be heated to a very
high temperature 2. a heater which warms
the water for central heating
furnishfurnish /f#
nʃ/ (furnishes, furnishing,
furnished) verb 1. to put furniture into a
house, office, etc. � His house is furnished
with antiques. 2. to provide with something
� He furnished the police with a complete
list of addresses. � The town council fur-
nished details of the improvement plan.
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furnishingsfurnishings /f#
nʃŋz/ plural noun the
furniture, carpets, curtains and fittings in a
house � All the furnishings were removed
before the house was demolished.
furniture

� furniture /f#
ntʃə/ noun objects in,
e.g. a house or an office such as tables,
chairs, beds and cupboards � The burglars
stole all our office furniture. � You should
cover up all the furniture before you start
painting the ceiling. (NOTE: no plural: some
furniture; a lot of furniture; a piece of furni-
ture)
furorefurore /fjυ |rɔ
ri/ noun an outburst of an-
ger or excitement (NOTE: The US spelling is
furor.)
furrowfurrow /f�rəυ/ noun 1. a long trench cut
in the soil by a plough � Seagulls followed
the plough, looking for food in the furrows.
2. a deep line in the surface of something �
As he grew older, the furrows on his face
deepened.
furryfurry /f#
ri/ adj covered with fur
further

� further /f#
ðə/ adv at or to a greater
distance � Can you all move further back –
I can’t get you in the picture. � The police
station is quite close, but the post office is
further away. � Edinburgh is further from
London than Newcastle. � adj more � The
bank needs further information about your
salary. � Please send me further details of
holidays in Greece.
furthest

� furthest /f#
ðəst/ adv, adj at or to the
greatest distance � Some of the staff live
quite close to the office – James lives fur-
thest away. � The furthest distance I have
ever flown is to Hong Kong.
furtivefurtive /f#
tv/ adj as if trying not to be
noticed
furyfury /fjυəri/ noun very strong anger � He
shouted at us in fury.
fuse

� fuse /fju
z/ noun a small piece of wire
in an electrical system which breaks if too
much power tries to pass through it, so pre-
venting further damage � The plug has a
13-amp fuse. � If the lights go out, the first
thing to do is to check the fuses.
fuselagefuselage /fju
zəlɑ
�/ noun the body of
an aircraft
fusion

� fusion /fju
�(ə)n/ noun 1. the melting
together of two pieces of metal 2. the join-

ing together of two or more groups, such as
political parties � The new party has been
formed by the fusion of two existing par-
ties.
fuss

� fuss /f�s/ noun unnecessary excite-
ment or complaints [~about/over] � What’s
all the fuss about? � to make a fuss or to
kick up a fuss about something to com-
plain for a long time about something
which is not important � Don’t make such
a fuss – it’s only a little scratch. � verb
(fusses, fussing, fussed) to worry about
things that are unimportant [~over] � Don’t
fuss -everything’s ready and there are no
problems. � Stop fussing over your hair. �

to make a fuss of someone to pay great
attention to someone � The children made
a fuss of their mother on her birthday.
fussyfussy /f�si/ (fussier, fussiest) adj 1. too
concerned about details or unimportant
things � She’s fussy about what she eats or
She’s a fussy eater. 2. with too many small
decorations � I don’t like the fussy pattern
on this carpet.
futilefutile /fju
tal/ adj certain to fail, and
therefore not worth doing
futonfuton /fu
tɒn/ noun a thick mattress that
can be folded, used as a seat or simple bed,
on the floor or on a folding wooden frame
future

� future /fju
tʃə/ noun a time which has
not yet happened � What are his plans for
the future? � You never know what the fu-
ture will bring. � Can you imagine what
London will be like in the future? � adj
which is coming; which has not happened
yet � They are spending all their time pre-
paring for their future retirement. � I try to
save something each week for future ex-
penses.
futuristicfuturistic /�fju
tʃə|rstk/ adj very mod-
ern, or relating to the future
fuzzfuzz /f�z/ noun 1. a mass of short hair 2.
the fuzz the police (dated slang offensive)
fuzzyfuzzy /f�zi/ (fuzzier, fuzziest) adj 1.
fluffy and curly � She’s got dark fuzzy hair,
which is difficult to comb. 2. blurred; not
clear � The security camera produced a
fuzzy photograph of the bank robbers.
FYIFYI /�ef wa a/ abbr for your information
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gg /d�i
/, G noun the seventh letter of the al-
phabet, between F and H
gabblegabble /(�b(ə)l/ (gabbles, gabbling,
gabbled) verb to speak very quickly � He
gabbled a few words in Spanish.
gablegable /(eb(ə)l/ noun the top part of a
wall where it forms a triangle with the roof
gadgetgadget /(�d�t/ noun a small useful tool
GaelicGaelic /(elk/; in Scotland /(�lk/ noun
a Celtic language spoken in some parts of
Scotland, Ireland and the Isle of Man
gaggag /(�(/ noun 1. something put into or
over a person’s mouth to stop him or her
speaking � The burglars tied him up and
put a gag in his mouth. 2. a joke � The au-
dience laughed at most of his gags. � verb
(gags, gagging, gagged) 1. to put some-
thing over a person’s mouth to try to stop
him or her talking � He was gagged and
put into the boot of the car. 2. to try to stop
someone talking or writing � The govern-
ment tried to gag the press. 3. to choke; to
try to vomit but be unable to do so � Every
time the doctor tries to examine her throat,
she gags. � He gagged on the hamburger.
gagglegaggle /(�((ə)l/ noun a flock of geese,
or a group of noisy people
gain

� gain /(en/ verb (gains, gaining,
gained) 1. to achieve something, or get it
with some work or effort � The army
gained control of the country. � She gained
some useful experience working for a com-
puter company. 2. (of a clock or watch) to
move ahead of the correct time � My watch
gains five minutes a day. � noun 1. an in-
crease in weight, quantity or size [~in] �
There was no gain in weight over three
weeks 2. benefit or profit � He doesn’t do
the job for financial gain.
gaitgait /(et/ noun a way of walking (NOTE:
Do not confuse with gate.)
galagala /(ɑ
lə/ noun a festive public occa-
sion or performance
galaxygalaxy /(�ləksi/ (plural galaxies) noun
an extremely large group of stars � There
are vast numbers of galaxies in the uni-
verse.

Galaxy, theGalaxy, the /(�ləksi/ noun the large
group of stars and planets that the Earth
forms part of
galegale /(el/ noun a very strong wind
gallantgallant /(ə |l�nt, (�lənt/ adj 1. brave 2.
polite to women � It was very gallant of
him to offer to take her home. (NOTE: Gal-
lant is used only of men.)
gall bladdergall bladder /(ɔ
l �bl�də/ noun a sac
underneath the liver, in which bile pro-
duced by the liver is stored
gallery

� gallery /(�ləri/ (plural galleries) noun
1. � (art) gallery a place where objects
such as pictures and sculptures are shown
to the public 2. the highest rows of seats in
a theatre or cinema � We managed to get
two seats in the gallery.
gallongallon /(�lən/ noun a measure of quan-
tity of liquid, equal to 4.55 litres � The car
was empty and I had to put in seven gallons
of petrol. � An economical car does 40
miles to the gallon.
gallop

� gallop /(�ləp/ verb (gallops, gallop-
ing, galloped) to go fast, especially on
horseback � noun the fastest running speed
of a horse � The horse went off at a gallop.
gallowsgallows /(�ləυz/ (plural same) noun a
wooden support from which criminals are
executed by hanging
galoregalore /(ə |lɔ
/ adj in large quantities �
This autumn we had pears galore. (NOTE:
always follows the noun)
gambitgambit /(�mbt/ noun something said
or done which should give you an advan-
tage in an argument
gamblegamble /(�mbəl/ noun a risk � This in-
vestment is a bit of a gamble. � He took a
gamble with the weather in planning his
picnic for the beginning of March. � verb
(gambles, gambling, gambled) to bet
money on cards, horses, etc. � He lost all
his money gambling on dog races. (NOTE: +
gambling n) � to gamble on something
happening to do something, hoping that
something will happen � We’re gambling
on fine weather for the village fête.
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game

� game /(em/ noun 1. an activity in
which people compete with each other us-
ing skill, strength or luck � She’s not very
good at games like chess. 2. a single match
between two opponents or two opposing
teams � Everyone wanted to watch the
game of football. � Do you want a game of
snooker? � Our team have won all their
games this year. 3. a single session in an ac-
tivity or sport such as tennis or cards �
She’s winning by six games to three. 4. wild
animals and birds such as deer, rabbits and
pheasants, which are killed for sport or
food � plural noun Games a large organised
sports competition � the Olympic Games
gamekeepergamekeeper /(emki
pə/ noun a per-
son working on a private estate who pro-
tects wild birds and animals so that they
can be hunted
game showgame show /(em ʃəυ/ noun a TV
show, where teams play games
gammongammon /(�mən/ noun meat from the
lower part of a side of bacon
gamutgamut /(�mət/ noun the complete range
of things of the same type
gandergander /(�ndə/ noun a male goose
(NOTE: The females are geese and the
young are goslings.)
gang

� gang /(�ŋ/ noun 1. a group of crimi-
nals � a drugs gang 2. a group of young
people who do things together, especially
one that causes trouble � Gangs of football
fans wandered the streets after the match.
3. a group of workers � Gangs of men
worked all night to repair the railway
track.
gangstergangster /(�ŋstə/ noun a criminal be-
longing to a violent gang
gangwaygangway /(�ŋwe/ noun 1. (in a theatre,
cinema, etc.) a passage between rows of
seats � Don’t block the gangway. 2. a little
movable bridge for going on board a ship �
We went up the gangway carrying our cas-
es.
gaolgaol /d�el/, gaoler /d�elə/ another
spelling of jail, jailer
gap

� gap /(�p/ noun a space between two
things or in the middle of something [~be-
tween/~in] � There’s a gap between the two
planks. � The sheep all rushed through the
gap in the hedge.
gapegape /(ep/ (gapes, gaping, gaped) verb
1. to open your mouth wide in surprise or
shock 2. to be wide open � The entrance to
the cave gaped before us.
gapinggaping /(epŋ/ adj wide
garage

� garage /(�rd�, (�rɑ
�/ noun 1. a
building where you can keep a car � He put

the car into the garage overnight. � She
drove the car out of the garage. � Don’t
forget to lock the garage door. � The hotel
has garage space for thirty cars. 2. a place
where petrol is sold and where cars are re-
paired or sold � Where’s the nearest ga-
rage? I need some petrol. � I can’t drive
you to the station – my car is in the garage
for repair. � You can hire cars from the ga-
rage near the post office.
garbgarb /(ɑ
b/ noun clothes worn by a partic-
ular category of person
garbage

� garbage /(ɑ
bd�/ noun 1. nonsense
� I don’t believe a word of what he said –
it’s just garbage. 2. (mainly US) household
waste
garbledgarbled /(ɑ
b(ə)ld/ adj confusingly ex-
pressed and difficult to understand
garden

� garden /(ɑ
d(ə)n/ noun an area of
land near a house, used for growing such
things as vegetables and flowers � We grow
all the vegetables we need in the back gar-
den. � Your sister’s outside, sitting in the
garden.
garden centregarden centre /(ɑ
d(ə)n �sentə/ noun
a place which sells things such as plants,
seeds and equipment for gardening
gardenergardener /(ɑ
d(ə)nə/ noun a person
who looks after a garden either as a hobby
or as a job
gardeninggardening /(ɑ
d(ə)nŋ/ noun the activ-
ity of looking after a garden
garden partygarden party /(ɑ
d(ə)n �pɑ
ti/ noun a
social occasion held in a garden or in a
house’s grounds
garden shedgarden shed /�(ɑ
d(ə)n ʃed/ noun a
small building where tools, equipment, and
supplies for gardening are kept
garglegargle /(ɑ
((ə)l/ (gargles, gargling,
gargled) verb to clean your mouth by tak-
ing liquid into your mouth and blowing air
through it before spitting it out
garishgarish /(eərʃ/ adj too colourful
garlandgarland /(ɑ
lənd/ noun a circle of flow-
ers or paper decorations � She wore a gar-
land of flowers in her hair. � The room was
decorated with paper garlands.
garlic

� garlic /(ɑ
lk/ noun a round white
vegetable with a strong smell, which can
be separated into sections and used to give
flavour to food
garmentgarment /(ɑ
mənt/ noun a piece of
clothing (formal )
garnishgarnish /(ɑ
nʃ/ noun something used
to decorate food � ham with a garnish of
pickled cucumbers (NOTE: + garnish v)
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garrisongarrison /(�rs(ə)n/ noun soldiers de-
fending a castle or town � The attackers
promised the garrison safe passage if they
surrendered.
gas

� gas /(�s/ noun 1. a chemical substance
which has no form and which becomes liq-
uid if it is cooled � Air is made up of sever-
al gases, mainly nitrogen and oxygen. �
Rubbish gives off a type of gas called meth-
ane as it rots. 2. a chemical substance
which is burnt to make heat, e.g. for cook-
ing
gas chambergas chamber /(�s �tʃembə/ noun a
room where people are killed using poison
gas
gashgash /(�ʃ/ noun a deep cut � He received
a gash on his forehead. (NOTE: + gash v)
gasolinegasoline /(�səli
n/ noun US a liquid,
made from petrol, used to drive a car en-
gine (NOTE: usually shortened to gas)
gaspgasp /(ɑ
sp/ verb (gasps, gasping,
gasped) to take a short deep breath � He
gasped when he saw the bill. � noun a sud-
den loud breath that you take when you are
surprised or in pain � She gave a gasp
when she saw the face at the window.
gas stationgas station /(�s �steʃ(ə)n/ noun US a
place where you can buy gasoline
gastricgastric /(�strk/ adj referring to the
stomach
gate

� gate /(et/ noun 1. a low outside door
made of bars of wood or metal � Shut the
gate – if you leave it open the sheep will get
out of the field. � There is a white gate
leading into the garden. 2. a door which
leads to an aircraft at an airport � Flight
AZ270 is now boarding at Gate 23.
gâteaugâteau /(�təυ/ (plural gâteaux) noun a
large cake with several layers decorated
with cream, chocolate etc.
gatecrashgatecrash /(etkr�ʃ/ (gatecrashes,
gatecrashing, gatecrashed) verb to get
into a party without being invited � A
group of students tried to gatecrash or
gatecrash her party.
gatewaygateway /(etwe/ noun 1. an opening
where a gate is fitted 2. a place which leads
to a larger area � Washington, gateway to
the south
gather

� gather /(�ðə/ (gathers, gathering,
gathered) verb 1. to bring things or people
together � He gathered his papers together
after the lecture. � She has been gathering
information on the history of the local
school. 2. (especially of people) to come
together in one place, or be brought togeth-
er by someone � Groups of people gath-
ered outside the government building. �

They gathered together a team of experi-
enced people for the new project. 3. to un-
derstand from what someone has told you
� I gather that his father is in hospital. �
We gather he has left the office. 4. to pick
plants, flowers or fruit � The children were
gathering blackberries. � The grape har-
vest has been gathered.
gathering

� gathering /(�ðərŋ/ noun a group of
people who have come together � A speak-
er from another association will address
the gathering.
gaudygaudy /(ɔ
di/ (gaudier, gaudiest) adj
very brightly coloured (NOTE: + gaudily
adv)
gauge

� gauge /(ed�/ noun 1. an instrument to
measure depth, pressure, etc. 2. the dis-
tance between the two rails in a railway
line
gauntgaunt /(ɔ
nt/ adj very thin
gauntletgauntlet /(ɔ
ntlət/ noun a strong glove
gauzegauze /(ɔ
z/ noun a thin material
gave

� gave /(ev/ past tense of give
gawpgawp /(ɔ
p/ (gawps, gawping, gawped)
verb to gaze stupidly or rudely at some-
thing
gay

� gay /(e/ adj 1. attracted to people of
the same sex, or relating to people like this
� It’s a club where gay men and women
meet. � They met in a gay bar. 2. bright and
lively (dated) � The houses along the street
are all painted in gay colours. � noun a
person who is attracted to someone of the
same sex � a club for gays
gazegaze /(ez/ verb (gazes, gazing, gazed)
to look steadily � She gazed into his eyes.
� He stood on the cliff, gazing out to sea. �
noun a steady look � She refused to meet
his gaze.
GCSEGCSE noun a British school exam taken
at the age of around 16. Full form General
Certificate of Secondary Education
gear

� gear /(ə/ noun 1. equipment for a par-
ticular purpose � He took all his climbing
gear with him. � She was carrying her
painting gear in a rucksack. 2. clothing for
a particular purpose � She was putting on
her tennis gear. 3. a part of an engine that
makes it possible to change the amount of
work the engine has to do to turn the
wheels

gear up phrasal verb to get someone or
something ready, or get yourself ready

gearboxgearbox /(əbɒks/ noun a case for gears
in a car
geekgeek /(i
k/ noun a person who is a proud
or enthusiastic user of computers or other
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technology, especially one who is interest-
ed in few other things or is socially awk-
ward (informal)
geese

� geese /(i
s/ plural of goose
gelgel /d�el/ noun a thick substance similar
to a jelly � verb (gels, gelling, gelled) to
become more certain or more clear � The
details of the plan began to gel.
gelatinegelatine /d�eləti
n/, gelatin noun a sub-
stance made from boiling animal bones,
and used to make foods such as jelly
gemgem /d�em/ noun 1. a precious stone �
She wore a crown set with pearls and gems.
2. an amusing or interesting item � Here
are some gems from yesterday’s paper. 3. a
person who is very useful and important to
you
GeminiGemini /d�emna/ noun one of the
signs of the Zodiac, shaped like twins, cov-
ering the period 21st May to 21st June
gendergender /d�endə/ noun 1. the fact of be-
ing male or female � Everyone has the
same rights, regardless of race, religion or
gender. 2. (in grammar ) a system where
nouns and adjectives have different forms
to show if they are masculine, feminine or
neuter
gene

� gene /d�i
n/ noun a set of chemicals in
a cell which carries information about fea-
tures that are passed from parent to child
general

� general /d�en(ə)rəl/ adj not specific;
covering a wide range of subjects � He had
a good general education, but didn’t spe-
cialise in any particular field. � noun an
army officer of high rank � He has only re-
cently been promoted to general. � in gen-
eral normally � In general, the weather is
warmer in the south.
general anaestheticgeneral anaesthetic /�d�en(ə)rəl
�nəs|θetk/ noun a substance given to
make a patient lose consciousness so that a
major surgical operation can be carried out
general electiongeneral election /�d�en(ə)rəl  |

lekʃən/ noun an election where all voters
can vote for a new government
generalisationgeneralisation /�d�en(ə)rəla |

zeʃ(ə)n/, generalization noun a general
statement
generalisegeneralise /d�en(ə)rəlaz/ (generalis-
es, generalising, generalised), generalize
verb to make a general statement about
something
generally

� generally /d�en(ə)rəli/ adv usually �
The office is generally closed between
Christmas and the New Year.
general strikegeneral strike /�d�en(ə)rəl strak/
noun a strike of all or many of the workers
in a country

generate

� generate /d�enəret/ (generates,
generating, generated) verb to produce
something such as power � We use wind to
generate electricity.
generation

� generation /�d�enə|reʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
the production of something such as power
� the generation of electricity from waves
2. all people born at about the same time �
The 1960s generation had an easier life
than we did. � Many people of my father’s
generation cannot understand computer
technology. 3. members of a family born at
about the same time 4. a series of machines
made at about the same time � They are de-
veloping a new type of engine for the next
generation of aircraft.
generator

� generator /d�enəretə/ noun a ma-
chine which makes electricity
genericgeneric /d�ə|nerk/ adj referring to a
range or class of things
generositygenerosity /�d�enə |rɒsti/ noun will-
ingness to give money or your time to help
someone
generousgenerous /d�en(ə)rəs/ adj 1. giving
more money or presents than people usual-
ly do � Thank you! You’re so generous! 2.
large � a generous helping of pudding
generouslygenerously /d�en(ə)rəsli/ adv in a gen-
erous way
genetic

� genetic /d�ə|netk/ adj relating to
those things that are controlled by genes
genetic engineeringgenetic engineering /d�ə |�netk
end� |nərŋ/ noun techniques used to
change the genetic composition of a cell so
as to change certain characteristics
geneticistgeneticist /d�ə|netsst/ noun a person
who specialises in the study of genetics
geneticsgenetics /d�ə|netks/ noun the science
and study of the way genes are involved in
passing features from parents to children
genialgenial /d�i
niəl/ adj cheerful and friend-
ly
genius

� genius /d�i
niəs/ noun 1. a very intel-
ligent person; a person who has great abil-
ity � She’s a chess genius. � Napoleon was
a military genius. � She came top of the
class – she’s a real genius. 2. great ability
� He has a genius for keeping people
amused.
genocidegenocide /d�enəυsad/ noun the killing
of an entire racial group
genomegenome /d�i
nəυm/ noun 1. all the
genes in an individual 2. a set of genes
which are inherited from one parent
genregenre /�ɒnrə/ noun a type of something
artistic such as art, literature or theatre �
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the three main literary genres of prose, po-
etry and drama
genteelgenteel /d�en|�ti�l/ adj refined and re-
spectable
gentle

� gentle /�d�ent(ə)l/ (gentler, gentlest)
adj 1. soft and kind � The nurse has gentle
hands. 2. not very strong � After a little
gentle persuasion, she agreed to the plan.
� He gave the door a gentle push. 3. not
very steep � There is a gentle slope down
to the lake.
gentleman

� gentleman /�d�ent(ə)lmən/ (plural
gentlemen) noun a man, especially a well-
behaved or upper-class man � He’s such a
gentleman; he always opens the door for
me.
gently

� gently /�d�entli/ adv 1. softly and care-
fully � He gently put the blanket over her.
� She rocked the cradle gently. 2. not steep-
ly � The path rises gently to the top of the
hill.
gentrificationgentrification /�d�entrf |�keʃ(ə)n/
noun the action of making a poor part of a
town more popular with rich people
genuine

� genuine /�d�enjun/ adj real; true �
The painting was not a genuine Picasso. �
A genuine leather purse will cost a lot more
than that.
genusgenus /�d�i�nəs/ (plural genera) noun a
group of related species of animals or
plants
geography

� geography /d�i |�ɒ�rəfi/ noun the
study of the earth’s surface, its climate and
the plants and animals that live on it
geology

� geology /d�i|�ɒləd�i/ noun the science
and study of the rocks that form the earth’s
crust
geometry

� geometry /d�i |�ɒmətri/ noun the
mathematical science of lines, surfaces and
solids
geraniumgeranium /d�ə|�reniəm/ noun a brightly
coloured summer flower, usually red or
pink
geriatricgeriatric /�d�eri |��trk/ adj referring to
old people, or old age � geriatric medicine
geriatricsgeriatrics /�d�eri|��trks/ noun the study
of old people and their health
germ

� germ /d���m/ noun an organism which
causes disease � Wash your hands after
emptying the dustbin so you don’t spread
any germs.
German

� German /�d���mən/ adj referring to
Germany or its inhabitants � noun 1. the
language spoken in Germany, Austria and
parts of Switzerland and Italy 2. a person
from Germany

German measlesGerman measles /�d���mən
�mi�z(ə)lz/ noun a usually mild disease
which gives a red rash but which can affect
an unborn child if caught by a pregnant
woman
germinategerminate /�d���mnet/ (germinates,
germinating, germinated) verb (of a plant
seed) to start to grow (NOTE: + germination
n)
gerundgerund /�d�erənd/ noun a noun formed
from the present participle of a verb (NOTE:
In English, gerunds are formed from the ‘-
ing’ form of verbs, as in Cycling is good ex-
ercise; Choral singing is very popular in
Wales.)
gestationgestation /d�e|�steʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a peri-
od when a baby is carried in its mother’s
womb 2. a period when something such as
a book is being worked on � The gestation
period is almost over and the book should
be published next month.
gesticulategesticulate /d�e |�stkjυlet/ (gesticu-
lates, gesticulating, gesticulated) verb to
make signs with your hands or arms
gesture

� gesture /�d�estʃə/ noun a movement
of a part of the body such as the hands to
show feeling � She made a slight gesture of
impatience with her hand. � verb (ges-
tures, gesturing, gestured) to make a
movement with your hands [~at/to/towards]
� He gestured to the audience to sit down.
get

� get /�et/ (gets, getting, got) verb 1. to
receive something � We got a letter from
the bank this morning. � She gets more
money than I do. 2. [~from/to/~how/what
etc/~into/out of/on/off/~off/~on/~on/on-
to/~to/~without] � to get to a place or situ-
ation to arrive at a place or situation � We
only got to the hotel at midnight. � When
does your train get to London? � The plane
gets to New York at 4 p.m. � When you get
to my age you’ll understand! 3. to start to
be in a particular state � I’m getting too old
for rugby. � He’s got much fatter over the
last year or so. � The sun got hotter and
hotter. � The carpet’s getting dirty. 4. to
have something done � I must get my suit
cleaned. � We got the car mended in time
to go on holiday. 5. to make someone do
something � Can you get the garage to
mend the brakes? � I’ll try and get her to
bring some CDs.

get across� phrasal verb 1. to manage
to cross something � They got across the
river on rafts. 2. to make someone under-
stand something � I’m trying to get
across to the people in the office that they
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all have to work harder. � We just can’t
seem to get our message across.
get along� phrasal verb to manage � She
got along quite well when her mother
was away on holiday. � We seem to get
along very happily without the telephone.
� How are you getting along?
get around phrasal verb 1. to move from
place to place � Since he had his accident
he gets around on two sticks. 2. (of news)
to be heard by a lot of people � The news
soon got around that they were married.
get at� phrasal verb 1. to reach some-
thing � You’ll need to stand on a chair to
get at the books on the top shelf. 2. to crit-
icise someone all the time (informal) �

She thinks she’s being got at. 3. to sug-
gest or try to say something � What was
he really getting at when he said that
some people were not working hard
enough?
get away� phrasal verb to escape � The
robbers got away in a stolen car.
get back� phrasal verb 1. to return �
They got back home very late. � When did
they get back from the cinema? 2. to get
something again which you had before �
I got my money back after I had com-
plained to the manager. 3. to phone back
or reply by post � I’ll find out what the
situation is and get back to you as soon
as I can.
get by� phrasal verb 1. to manage to do
something with difficulty � I can just get
by in German. � How are you going to
get by without a car? 2. to manage to live
� It is difficult for them to get by in New
York on only $30 a day.
get down� phrasal verb 1. to go back
down onto the ground � The cat climbed
up the tree and couldn’t get down. � He
got down off the ladder. 2. to bring some-
thing down � Can you get my suitcase
down for me? 3. to make someone sad �
Rainy weather always gets me down.
get going� phrasal verb to start doing
something, or to leave � Come on, let’s
get going!
get in� phrasal verb 1. to go inside a
place or a vehicle � Get in! – the train’s
going to leave. � The burglars must have
got in through the bathroom window. 2.
to arrive home or at the office � What
time did you get in last night? � Because
of the train strike, we didn’t get in until
eleven o’clock. 3. to ask someone to
come to do a job � We’ll get a builder in
to mend the wall.

get into� phrasal verb to go inside a
place or a vehicle � They got into the
back of the car. � I was just getting into
bed when the phone rang. � The burglars
got into the building through a window
on the ground floor.
get off� phrasal verb 1. to come down
from or out of a form of transport such as
a car, bus, train or plane � She got off her
bicycle at the red light. � If you want the
post office, you should get off at the next
stop. � You have to get off the Under-
ground at South Kensington. 2. not to be
punished, or only receive a light punish-
ment � She was lucky to get off so lightly.
� He was found guilty of embezzlement
and got off with a fine.
get on� phrasal verb 1. to go onto a form
of transport such as a car, bus, train or
plane � They got on the bus at the bank.
� The policeman got on his bike and rode
away. 2. to become old � He’s getting on
and can’t work as hard as he used to. 3.
to manage � How’s your new assistant
getting on? 4. to be friendly with some-
one � They don’t get on at all well.
get out� phrasal verb 1. to take some-
thing out � I’ll get the book out of the li-
brary. � She’s getting the car out of the
garage. 2. to go out of a place or a vehicle
� The bus stopped and the driver got out.
� The burglars got out through the front
door.
get over� phrasal verb 1. to climb over
something � They got over the wall into
the garden. 2. to recover from an illness
� He’s got over his flu. 3. to recover from
a shock � She never got over the death of
her father.
get round phrasal verb to persuade some-
one to like you or to do what you want �

She got round the boss by giving him a
bottle of wine.
get through� phrasal verb 1. to manage
to go through something � The cows got
through the hole in the fence. 2. to be suc-
cessful � He got through his exams, so he
is now a qualified engineer.
get to� phrasal verb to arrive at or reach
a place
get up� phrasal verb 1. to get out of bed
� He went to bed so late that he didn’t get
up until 11 o’clock. 2. to make someone
get out of bed � You must get everyone up
by 7.30 if we are going to leave on time.
3. to stand up � When he had finished his
meal, he got up from the table and
walked out of the room.
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get up to� phrasal verb to reach some-
thing � Stop reading when you get up to
page 23.

getawaygetaway /(etəwe/ noun an escape
get rid ofget rid of � rid
get-togetherget-together /(et tə|�(eðə/ noun a
meeting of friends (informal)
geysergeyser /(i
zə/ noun a natural spring of
hot water � There are famous geysers in
Yellowstone National Park.
ghastlyghastly /(ɑ
stli/ (ghastlier, ghastliest)
adj horrible
ghettoghetto /(etəυ/ (plural ghettos or ghet-
toes) noun a poor area in a city in which
people of a particular race, religion or na-
tionality live
ghostghost /(əυst/ noun an image of a dead
person which some people believe they
have seen � They say the house is haunted
by the ghost of its former owner. � Her face
is white – she looks as if she has seen a
ghost.
ghostlyghostly /(əυstli/ adj like a ghost
ghost townghost town /(əυst taυn/ noun an aban-
doned town where no one lives
ghoulghoul /(u
l/ noun 1. a person who is inter-
ested in unpleasant things 2. an evil and
frightening spirit
GIGI /�d�i
 a/ noun an American soldier
giantgiant /d�aənt/ noun (in fairy tales and
myths) a very large man � a story about a
giant who lived in a castle at the top of a
mountain � adj very large � He’s grown a
giant cabbage. � They are planning to
build a giant car factory in South Wales.
gibberishgibberish /d�bərʃ/ noun nonsense;
words that do not seem to mean anything
gibegibe /d�ab/ noun a nasty remark � He
went on with his experiments, disregarding
the gibes of the press.
giddygiddy /(di/ (giddier, giddiest) adj feel-
ing that everything is turning round, and
that you could lose your balance
gift

� gift /(ft/ noun 1. something given to
someone as a present � The wedding gifts
were displayed on a table. � She was wrap-
ping up gifts to put under the Christmas
tree. 2. a natural ability for doing some-
thing well [~for] � She has a gift for making
people feel welcome. � He has a gift for
maths.
giftedgifted /(ftd/ adj with a special talent �
He was a gifted musician.
gift tokengift token /(ft �təυkən/, gift voucher
/(ft �vaυtʃə/ noun a card bought in a
shop which is given as a present and which
must be exchanged in that shop for goods

gift-wrapgift-wrap /(ft r�p/ verb to wrap some-
thing in coloured paper to give as a present
gift-wrappedgift-wrapped /(ft r�pt/ adj (of a gift)
packaged in attractive paper
gig

� gig /((/ noun a performance of pop
music (informal)
gigabytegigabyte /((əbat/ noun a unit of com-
puter data equal to 1,024 megabytes
giganticgigantic /d�a |(�ntk/ adj extremely
large
giggle

� giggle /(((ə)l/ noun a little laugh, of-
ten showing you are embarrassed � verb
(giggles, giggling, giggled) to laugh in an
embarrassed way [~about/at] � The girls
were giggling about the letter.
gildgild /(ld/ (gilds, gilding, gilded) verb to
cover something with a layer of gold (NOTE:
Do not confuse with guild.)
gillgill /d�l/, ghyll noun a measure of liquids,
equal to a quarter of a pint
giltgilt /(lt/ adj covered with gold � a picture
in a gilt frame (NOTE: Do not confuse with
guilt.)
gimmegimme /(mi/ verb give me (informal)
gimmickgimmick /(mk/ noun a thing which is
intended to attract attention
gingin /d�n/ noun a colourless alcoholic
drink, flavoured with juniper � a cocktail
made with gin
gingerginger /d�nd�ə/ noun a plant whose
root has a sharp burning taste and is used in
cooking � Fry the meat with spring onions
and slices of ginger. � Add a pinch of pow-
dered ginger to the cake mixture. � adj (of
hair) orange in colour � She has ginger
hair and green eyes. � A ginger cat lay
sleeping in the sun.
gingerlygingerly /d�nd�əli/ adv carefully, in
case you might get hurt
gipsygipsy /d�psi/ another spelling of gypsy
giraffe

� giraffe /d� |rɑ
f/ noun a large African
animal with a very long neck
girdergirder /(#
də/ noun a strong metal beam
to hold up a wall or roof
girdlegirdle /(#
d(ə)l/ noun 1. a belt round a
dress 2. a tight piece of underwear worn by
women in the past to support their bodies
girl

� girl /(#
l/ noun a female child � a crowd
of girls waiting at the bus stop � They have
four children – two boys and two girls. �

My sister goes to the local girls’ school.
girlfriend

� girlfriend /(#
lfrend/ noun 1. a girl or
woman that someone is having a romantic
relationship with � He’s broken up with his
girlfriend. 2. a friend who is a girl � On
Saturdays she always has lunch with a
group of girlfriends.
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girlish

girlish /(#
lʃ/ adj like a young girl
girth

girth /(#
θ/ noun a measurement round
something, especially round your stomach
git

git /(t/ noun an annoying person (informal
insult)
give

� give /(v/ (giving, gave, given) verb 1.
to pass something to someone [~(to)] � I’ll
give the letter to her tonight or I’ll give her
the letter tonight. � Can you give me some
information about holidays in Greece? 2.
to send or pass something to someone as a
present [~(to)] � We gave her flowers for
her birthday. � What are you going to give
him when he gets married? � We gave ten
pounds to the Red Cross. 3. to do some-
thing to someone or something [~to] � He
gave me a broad smile. � He gave her a
kiss. � She gave the ball a kick. 4. to organ-
ise something such as a party � They gave
a reception for the visiting Foreign Minis-
ter. � We gave a party to celebrate her
twenty-first birthday.

give away� phrasal verb 1. to give
something as a present � We are giving
away a pocket calculator with each £10
of purchases. 2. to throw things out by
giving them to charity 3. to lead the bride
to the bridegroom at a wedding � She was
given away by her father. 4. to reveal
something which you are trying to keep
secret � His accent gave him away. � She
gave herself away by saying that she had
never been to France.
give back� phrasal verb to hand some-
thing back to someone
give in� phrasal verb to agree to do
something that you had refused to do ear-
lier
give off phrasal verb to produce some-
thing such as steam or a smell
give out� phrasal verb 1. to give some-
thing to everyone � She gave out presents
to all the children. 2. to come to an end �
The battery has given out so I can’t use
my watch.
give up� phrasal verb 1. to stop doing
something � She’s trying to give up
smoking. 2. � to give yourself up to sur-
render to an enemy, the police, etc. � He
gave himself up to the police. � They
shouted to the gang to come out of the
store and give themselves up.
give way� phrasal verb 1. to let someone
go first � Give way to traffic coming from
the right. 2. to break under a heavy
weight � The chair gave way when he sat
on it. 3. to stop opposing something � In

the end, our dad gave way and let us go
camping by ourselves.

giveawaygiveaway /(vəwe/ noun 1. a gift
which is given to a customer 2. a thing
which reveals something � Her beaming
smile was an absolute giveaway that she’d
got the job.
given

� given /(v(ə)n/ adj (of a specific time)
already arranged or specified � There is no
given time for departure. � at any given
time at any particular time � conj consider-
ing [~that] � He plays the violin very well
given his age. � Given that it’s his birthday,
it’s a shame he couldn’t get to the party.
glacialglacial /(leʃ(ə)l/ adj 1. referring to gla-
ciers 2. very cold 3. very unfriendly
glacierglacier /(l�siə/ noun a mass of ice like a
frozen river which moves slowly down a
mountain
glad

� glad /(l�d/ adj pleased � Aunt Jane
was glad to get your postcard. � After
shopping all day, she was glad to find
somewhere to sit down.
gladeglade /(led/ noun an open grassy place
in a wood
gladiatorgladiator /(l�dietə/ noun an ancient
Roman fighter
gladlygladly /(l�dli/ adv with great pleasure
glamoriseglamorise /(l�məraz/ (glamorises,
glamorising, glamorised), glamorize verb
to make something seem to be more attrac-
tive or glamorous than it really is
glamorousglamorous /(l�mərəs/ adj attractive;
enchanting
glamourglamour /(l�mə/ noun an attractive,
dazzling appearance (NOTE: no plural. An-
other US spelling is glamor.)
glance

� glance /(lɑ
ns/ noun a quick look �
She gave him an admiring glance. � verb
(glances, glancing, glanced) to look
quickly � He glanced over his shoulder to
see who was following him. � She glanced
suspiciously at the waiter. � at a glance af-
ter a quick look at something � At a glance,
I’d say these rugs are Chinese.
glandgland /(l�nd/ noun an organ in the body
which produces a chemical substance
glandular feverglandular fever /�(l�ndjυlə fi
və/
noun an infectious disease, where the body
has an excessive number of white blood
cells
glareglare /(leə/ noun 1. a very bright light �

The glare of the sun on the wet road blind-
ed me. 2. an angry look � He gave her a
glare and walked on. � verb (glares, glar-
ing, glared) to look angrily � She glared at
me and went on reading her book.
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glaringglaring /(leərŋ/ adj 1. very bright � the
glaring headlights of the cars 2. obvious �
The book is full of glaring mistakes.
glass

� glass /(lɑ
s/ noun 1. a hard, smooth
material which you can see through, used
to make things such as windows, vases and
bowls [~of] � a bowl made of glass or a
glass bowl � They found some very old
pieces of glass in the earth. (NOTE: no plu-
ral) 2. a container to drink out of, usually
made of glass � She put the dirty glasses in
the dishwasher. � We took plastic wine
glasses on the picnic. 3. the liquid con-
tained in a glass � Would you like a large
glass or a small glass? � He was so thirsty
he drank three glasses. � Add a glass of red
wine to the sauce. � plural noun glasses
two plastic or glass lenses in a frame which
you wear in front of your eyes to help you
see better � She has to wear glasses for
reading. (NOTE: no singular: for one item,
say ‘a pair of glasses’.)
glass ceilingglass ceiling /(lɑ
s si
lŋ/ noun a sys-
tem which prevents certain people, espe-
cially women, from progressing in their ca-
reer
glasshouseglasshouse /(lɑ
shaυs/ noun a large
greenhouse
glasswareglassware /(lɑ
sweə/ noun things
made of glass
glassyglassy /(lɑ
si/ adj 1. resembling glass 2.
(of eyes) dull � a glassy stare
glazeglaze /(lez/ noun a shiny surface on pot-
tery � The pot has a green-blue glaze.
(NOTE: + glaze v)
glazedglazed /(lezd/ adj 1. with a shiny surface
� a floor of glazed tiles 2. with glass win-
dows � We have built a glazed porch.
gleamgleam /(li
m/ noun 1. a small light � He
saw the gleam of a flashlight in the dis-
tance. 2. a slight sign � He saw a gleam of
recognition in the boy’s eyes. � There was
a wild gleam in her eyes. � verb (gleams,
gleaming, gleamed) to shine as if polished
� a line of gleaming black cars
gleanglean /(li
n/ (gleans, gleaning, gleaned)
verb to collect scraps of information
gleeglee /(li
/ noun great happiness
glenglen /(len/ noun (in Scotland) a narrow
valley
glibglib /(lb/ adj easily said, but insincere
glide

� glide /(lad/ (glides, gliding, glided)
verb to move in a smooth way � Skaters
were gliding across the ice. � A bird went
gliding past.
gliderglider /(ladə/ noun an aircraft which
flies without a motor

glidinggliding /(ladŋ/ noun the sport of flying
a glider
glimmerglimmer /(lmə/ noun 1. a small weak
light � There was a glimmer of light in one
of the upstairs windows. 2. a very small
amount � The news brought a glimmer of
hope to the families of the trapped miners.
� verb (glimmers, glimmering, glim-
mered) to shine weakly � A light glim-
mered some distance away in the trees.
glimpseglimpse /(lmps/ noun a quick sight of
something � We caught a glimpse of the
princess as she drove past. � There was a
brief glimpse of the sun during the after-
noon. � verb (glimpses, glimpsing,
glimpsed) to catch sight of someone or
something � We only glimpsed the back of
her head as she was leaving.
glintglint /(lnt/ (glints, glinting, glinted) verb
to flash � The soldiers’ swords glinted in
the sunshine. (NOTE: + glint n)
glistenglisten /(ls(ə)n/ (glistens, glistening,
glistened) verb to shine brightly, as if wet
glitchglitch /(ltʃ/ noun a small problem which
suddenly arises
glitterglitter /(ltə/ (glitters, glittering, glit-
tered) verb to shine brightly with small
points of light, as the stars in the sky seem
to shine � The jewels in her crown were
glittering in the light of the candles. � Her
eyes glittered hopefully as she spoke.
glitteringglittering /(ltərŋ/ adj 1. which shines
brightly � a glittering diamond crown 2.
very brilliant; very successful � They threw
a glittering reception at the golf club. � He
had a glittering career in the Foreign Of-
fice.
glitzglitz /(lts/ noun a quality which makes
something seem to be very exciting and
glamorous
gloatgloat /(ləυt/ (gloats, gloating, gloated)
verb to be happy about something, espe-
cially someone else’s bad luck
global

� global /(ləυb(ə)l/ adj 1. relating to the
whole world � We offer a global parcel de-
livery service. 2. relating to the whole of
something � We are carrying out a global
review of salaries.
globalisationglobalisation /�(ləυbəla |zeʃ(ə)n/,
globalization noun the process by which
world economy and culture merge, as a re-
sult of telecommunications and multina-
tional companies
global warming

� global warming /�(ləυb(ə)l
wɔ
mŋ/ noun a gradual rise in tempera-
ture over the whole of the earth’s surface,
caused by the greenhouse effect

Intermediate.fm  Page 275  Monday, August 23, 2004  5:36 PM



globe 276
globeglobe /(ləυb/ noun 1. � the globe the
world � He is trying to be the first person
to fly round the globe in a balloon. 2. a map
of the world on a ball � He spun the globe
round and pointed to Canada.
globuleglobule /(lɒbju
l/ noun a small round
drop, especially of oil or another thick liq-
uid
gloomgloom /(lu
m/ noun 1. darkness � It was
difficult to see in the gathering gloom. 2.
deep despair � A feeling of deep gloom
came down on the family. � When the exam
results came out everyone sank into gloom.
gloomy

� gloomy /(lu
mi/ (gloomier, gloomi-
est) adj 1. unhappy � She was gloomy
about her chances of passing the exam. �

He’s very gloomy about his job prospects.
2. dark � a gloomy Sunday afternoon in
November
glorifiedglorified /(lɔ
rfad/ adj seeming more
important or special than it really is
glorifyglorify /(lɔ
rfa/ (glorifies, glorifying,
glorified) verb to make something seem
more important or special than it really is
(NOTE: + glorification n)
gloriousglorious /(lɔ
riəs/ adj splendid
gloryglory /(lɔ
ri/ (plural glories) noun 1.
fame � I did it for the glory of the school,
not for myself. 2. a wonderful sight � It is
one of the glories of ancient Rome.
glossgloss /(lɒs/ noun 1. a shine on the surface
of something � The metal is polished to
give a brilliant gloss. 2. a note which ex-
plains or gives a meaning to a word, phrase
or whole text � his glosses on the plays of
Shakespeare

gloss over phrasal verb to try to hide a
mistake or fault � She tried to gloss over
the fact that they had failed. � The report
glosses over the mistakes made by offi-
cials.

glossaryglossary /(lɒsəri/ (plural glossaries)
noun a list of specialist words and their
meanings or translations
gloss paintgloss paint /(lɒs pent/ noun a paint
which is shiny when dry
glossyglossy /(lɒsi/ (glossier, glossiest) adj
shiny � the glossy coat of a horse
gloveglove /(l�v/ noun a piece of clothing
worn on your hand
glove compartmentglove compartment /(l�v kəm|

�pɑ
tmənt/ noun a little cupboard with a
door in front of the passenger’s seat in a car
glowglow /(ləυ/ verb (glows, glowing,
glowed) to shine in a dull way � The logs
glowed in the fireplace. � Her face glowed

with pride. � noun a soft bright light � the
warm glow of the fire
glowerglower /(laυə/ (glowers, glowering,
glowered) verb to look angrily
glowingglowing /(ləυŋ/ adj 1. bright; shining
with fire � the glowing charcoal in the bar-
becue 2. full of praise or enthusiasm � He
had a glowing report from his boss.
glucoseglucose /(lu
kəυz/ noun a widely oc-
curring simple sugar
glue

� glue /(lu
/ noun a substance which
sticks things together � She spread the glue
carefully onto the back of the poster. � The
glue on the envelope doesn’t stick very
well. � verb (glues, gluing, glued) to stick
things together � He glued the label to the
box.
glumglum /(l�m/ (glummer, glummest) adj
miserable (NOTE: + glumly adv)
glutglut /(l�t/ noun too much of something �
There’s a glut of poultry on the market.
glutinousglutinous /(lu
tnəs/ adj unpleasantly
thick and sticky
gluttonglutton /(l�t(ə)n/ noun a person who
eats too much � He’s just a glutton – look
at him finishing off that trifle!
gluttonygluttony /(l�t(ə)ni/ noun eating and
drinking too much
GMGM abbr genetically modified
GMOGMO abbr genetically modified organism
GMTGMT abbr Greenwich Mean Time
gnatgnat /n�t/ noun a small fly which bites
gnawgnaw /nɔ
/ (gnaws, gnawing, gnawed,
gnawed or gnawn) verb to bite something
again and again
gnawinggnawing /nɔ
ŋ/ adj (of worries) persist-
ent and troubling
gnomegnome /nəυm/ noun a little man with a
beard and pointed hat, in children’s fairy
stories
go

� go /(əυ/ verb (goes, going, went,
gone) 1. to move from one place to another
[/////] � The plane goes to Frankfurt, then to
Rome. � She is going to London for the
weekend. � It’s time the children went to
bed. � He has gone to work in Washington.
� They are going on a tour of southern
Spain. � She was going downstairs when
she fell. 2. to leave [/////] � Get your coat,
it’s time to go. � The last bus goes at half
past two. 3. to work � Can you phone the
garage? – the car won’t go. � He’s trying
to get his motorbike to go. 4. to fit � It’s too
big to go into the box. � This case won’t go
into the back of the car. 5. to be placed �
The date should go at the top of the letter.
6. to become � Her face went red from sit-
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ting in the sun. � He went pale and rushed
out of the room. � You have to shout, my fa-
ther’s going deaf. � She’s going grey, but it
suits her. 7. to happen in a particular way �
The party went very well. � Things are go-
ing badly at work. 8. to make a particular
sound � The balloon landed on a candle
and went ‘pop’. � Do you remember the
song that goes: ‘There’s no place like
home’? � noun (plural gos) a try; an at-
tempt � He won the lottery at the first go. �
She had three goes at the test and still
didn’t pass. � We’ll give it one more go,
and if the car doesn’t start I’ll call the ga-
rage.

go about phrasal verb to deal with some-
thing
go ahead phrasal verb to take place as
planned � The project went ahead even
though there were not enough staff.
go along with phrasal verb to agree with
someone or something
go away phrasal verb to leave
go back phrasal verb to return
go back on phrasal verb not to do what
has been promised
go down� phrasal verb 1. to go to a low-
er level � There are thirty-nine steps
which go down to the beach. � Be careful
when going down the hill. � After having
a rest in her bedroom, she went down to
the hotel bar. � Prices have gone down.
2. to catch a disease � Half the crew went
down with flu. 3. to be received in a par-
ticular way � The speech went down well
today.
go in phrasal verb to enter a place � You
don’t need to knock – just go in.
go in for phrasal verb 1. to take an exam-
ination � She went in for her proficiency
exam. 2. to take something up as a career
� He’s going in for medicine.
go into� phrasal verb 1. to enter a place
� She went into the bedroom. 2. (in
maths) to be able to divide a number to
give a figure � Seven into three won’t go.
3. to examine something; to look at
something carefully � The bank wants to
go into the details of his account. 4. to ex-
plain something in detail � She said she
had a job offer but wouldn’t go into any
details.
go off� phrasal verb 1. to go to another
place � He went off to look for a parking
space. � She went off muttering some-
thing about buying cheese. 2. (of an
alarm) to start making its noise � The bur-
glar alarm went off in the middle of the

night. 3. to explode � The bomb went off
when there were still lots of people in the
building. � Fireworks were going off eve-
rywhere on Bonfire Night. 4. to become
rotten � Throw that meat away – it’s gone
off. � Fish goes off quickly in hot weath-
er. 5. not to like something any more �

I’ve gone off modern music. � She went
off her new boyfriend quite quickly.
go on� phrasal verb 1. to continue �
Please go on, I like hearing you sing. �

They went on working in spite of the fire.
� She went on speaking for two hours. 2.
to happen � What’s been going on here?
3. to base your opinion and actions on
something � The police investigating the
murder don’t have much to go on. � We
have to go on the assumption that the fes-
tival will start on time. 4. to talk all the
time about something [~about] � She will
keep going on about her operation. 5.
used for showing you do not believe
someone � Go on! She’s not as old as
that!
go out� phrasal verb 1. to leave a build-
ing � I don’t go out often at night. � He
forgot to lock the door when he went out.
2. to go to parties � We used to go out
every Friday and Saturday night. 3. not
to be burning or lit any more � The fire
went out and the room got cold. � All the
lights in the building suddenly went out.
4. � to go out of business to stop trading
� The firm went out of business last week.
go over phrasal verb 1. to cross to the
other side � Go over the bridge and turn
left. 2. to examine something carefully �
She went over the contract with her solic-
itor.
go round� phrasal verb 1. to turn � The
merry-go-round went round and round.
2. to turn round something � We went
round the roundabout and took the third
road on the left. � We didn’t go far, we
just went round the block. 3. to visit a
place � You’ll need at least two hours to
go round the museum. 4. to be enough for
a particular number of people � There
wasn’t enough ice cream to go round all
twelve of us. 5. to go to somewhere near
� Let’s go round to your sister’s. � We all
went round to the pub for a drink.
go up� phrasal verb 1. to go to a higher
place � Take the lift and go up to the
fourth floor. 2. to increase; to rise to a
higher level � The price of bread has
gone up.
go with� phrasal verb 1. to match some-
thing � Blue shoes won’t go with a green
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dress. � Red wine goes best with meat. 2.
to be linked to something � That remote
control goes with the TV. � He has a big
house that goes with his job. 3. to accom-
pany someone � Who are you going to
the party with?
go without� phrasal verb not to have
something which you usually have � We
often went without lunch.

goadgoad /(əυd/ (goads, goading, goaded)
verb to take pleasure in making someone
feel upset � She goaded him with taunts of
his failure. � to goad someone into doing
something to push someone into doing
something by making them upset � Her
laughter goaded him into action.
go-ahead

� go-ahead /(əυ ə |�hed/ noun � to give
something the go-ahead or get the go-
ahead to give or get permission for some-
thing to start (informal) � We got the coun-
cil’s go-ahead to build the new supermar-
ket.
goal

� goal /(əυl/ noun 1. (in games) two
posts between which you have to send the
ball to score a point � He was unlucky to
miss the goal with that shot. 2. (in games) a
point scored by sending the ball between
the posts � He scored a goal before being
sent off. � Our team scored three goals. 3.
an aim � Our goal is to open a new pizza
restaurant every month. � He achieved his
goal of becoming a millionaire before he
was thirty.
goaliegoalie /(əυli/ noun a goalkeeper
(informal)
goalkeepergoalkeeper /(əυlki
pə/ noun a player
who stands in front of the goal to stop the
ball going in
goalpostgoalpost /(əυlpəυst/ noun one of the
two posts between which you have to send
the ball to score a point
goatgoat /(əυt/ noun a small farm animal with
horns and a beard, giving milk and wool �
a herd of goats
goateegoatee /(əυ |ti
/ noun a small pointed
beard
gobblegobble /(ɒb(ə)l/ (gobbles, gobbling,
gobbled) verb 1. to eat something greedily
� He gobbled up his dinner. 2. to make a
noise like a turkey � We could hear the tur-
keys gobbling away in the farmyard.
gobbledegookgobbledegook /(ɒb(ə)ldi|�(u
k/ noun
nonsense or technical language that you do
not understand
go-betweengo-between /(əυ b|�twi
n/ noun a per-
son who takes messages between two peo-
ple

gobletgoblet /(ɒblət/ noun a large wine glass
with a long stem, or a similar container
made of metal or pottery
goblingoblin /(ɒbln/ noun an ugly little man
in fairy stories
godgod /(ɒd/ noun a being with special pow-
ers that humans do not have, who is be-
lieved in and worshipped by some people �
Bacchus was the Roman god of wine.
God

� God /(ɒd/ noun the spiritual Chris-
tians, Jews and Muslims believe in and
worship � Do you believe in God? � We
pray to God that the children will be found
alive. � interj used for showing that you are
surprised or annoyed � God, what awful
weather! � My God, have you seen how
late it is?
godchildgodchild /(ɒdtʃald/ (plural godchil-
dren) noun a child who has a godparent
goddessgoddess /(ɒdes/ noun a female god
godfathergodfather /(ɒdfɑ
ðə/ noun 1. a male
godparent � He was godfather to four chil-
dren. 2. the head of a mafia gang � The
godfather’s word is law.
god-forsakengod-forsaken /(ɒd fə |�sekən/ adj des-
olate
godmothergodmother /(ɒdm�ðə/ noun a female
godparent
godparentgodparent /(ɒdpeərənt/ noun a person
who promises to take a special interest in a
child at his or her baptism
godsendgodsend /(ɒdsend/ noun a helpful
thing which arrives just in time
goesgoes /(əυz/ 3rd person singular present
of go
go-gettergo-getter /(əυ (etə/ noun a person who
works hard and is determined to succeed
gogglesgoggles /(ɒ((ə)lz/ plural noun close-fit-
ting glasses worn to protect your eyes �
You should wear goggles when you use a
drill. � He wore goggles when going scuba
diving.
going

� going /(əυŋ/ present participle of go
going concerngoing concern /�(əυŋ kən |s#
n/ noun
a business that is operating successfully
and is likely to continue to do so � The
business is being sold as a going concern.
going-overgoing-over /�(əυŋ əυvə/ (plural go-
ings-over) noun a thorough check
goings-ongoings-on /�(əυŋz ɒn/ plural noun
strange things that happen (informal)
going togoing to /(əυŋ tu
/ phrase used for
showing future � We’re going to win. � I
hope it’s going to be fine tomorrow. �
When are you going to wash your hair? �
He’s going to be a great tennis player when
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he’s older. � Is she going to sing at the con-
cert?
go-kartgo-kart /(əυ kɑ
t/ noun a little racing
car made of a simple metal frame with an
engine
gold

� gold /(əυld/ noun a very valuable yel-
low-coloured metal � That ring isn’t made
of gold. � Gold is worth more than silver. �
He wears a gold ring on his little finger.
(NOTE: no plural: some gold, a bar of gold) �
adj of the colour of gold � a gold carpet
golden

� golden /(əυld(ə)n/ adj coloured like
gold; made from gold � She has beautiful
golden hair.
golden agegolden age /(əυld(ə)n ed�/ noun a pe-
riod of wealth or success
golden opportunitygolden opportunity /�(əυld(ə)n ɒpə |

tju
nti/ noun a marvellous chance to do
something which may not happen again
golden rulegolden rule /�(əυld(ə)n ru
l/ noun an
important rule that must be obeyed
golden weddinggolden wedding /�(əυld(ə)n wedŋ/
noun a day when you have been married
for fifty years � It’s my parents’ golden
wedding next Tuesday.
goldfishgoldfish /(əυldfʃ/ (plural same or gold-
fishes) noun a small orange fish, kept as a
pet
gold medal

� gold medal /(əυld medl/ noun the
medal given to someone who finishes first
in a race or competition
gold medallistgold medallist /(əυld med(ə)lst/
noun the person who wins the gold medal
in a race or competition
goldminegoldmine /(əυldman/ noun a mine
which produces gold
golf

� golf /(ɒlf/ noun a game played on a
large open course, by hitting a small ball
into 18 separate holes with a variety of
clubs, using as few attempts as possible �
He plays golf every Saturday. � Do you
want a game of golf?
golf ballgolf ball /(ɒlf bɔ
l/ noun a small hard
white ball used when playing golf
golf club

� golf club /(ɒlf kl�b/ noun 1. an or-
ganisation for people who play golf togeth-
er � He’s joined his local golf club. 2. a
place with a golf course and a restaurant
and bar, where people go to play golf and
meet socially
golf coursegolf course /(ɒlf kɔ
s/ noun a large
area of ground for playing golf
gone

� gone /(ɒn/ past participle of go
gonnagonna /(ɒnə/ contr going to (informal) �
I’m gonna get you before you get me!
googoo /(u
/ noun sticky stuff (informal)

good

� good /(υd/ adj (better, best) 1. sensi-
ble, enjoyable or of a high standard � We
had a good breakfast and then started
work. � Did you have a good time at the
party? � It would be a good idea to invest
in these shares. � Her Spanish is better
than his. 2. skilful at doing something
[~with/~at] � She’s good with young chil-
dren � He is good at football. � He’s good
at making things out of wood. 3. well-be-
haved � Be a good girl and I’ll give you a
sweet. � Have you been good while we’ve
been away? � noun advantage or benefit  �
The medicine didn’t do me any good. � He
decided to give up smoking for the good of
his health. � What’s the good of having a
big garden if you don’t like gardening? �
Governments should work for the good of
the people.
good afternoon

� good afternoon /�(υd �ɑ
ftə |nu
n/
interj used when meeting or leaving some-
one in the afternoon
goodbye

� goodbye /�(υd |ba/ noun, interj used
when leaving someone � Say goodbye to
your teacher. � Goodbye! We’ll see you
again on Thursday. (NOTE: often shortened
to bye)
good evening

� good evening /�(υd i
vnŋ/ interj
used as a greeting when meeting someone
or sometimes when leaving someone in the
evening
good-for-nothinggood-for-nothing /(υd fə �n�θŋ/
noun a lazy person
good-humouredgood-humoured /�(υd hju
məd/ adj
cheerful and friendly (NOTE: The US spell-
ing is good-humored.)
goodiesgoodies /(υdiz/ plural noun 1. sweet
food � The children looked at all the good-
ies on the table. 2. presents � What goodies
did Father Christmas bring you?
good-lookinggood-looking /�(υd lυkŋ/ adj (of a
person) having an attractive face � His sis-
ter is a very good-looking girl. � He’s not
especially good-looking.
good looksgood looks /�(υd lυks/ plural noun
pleasing and beautiful appearance � His
good looks and charm attracted many
women.
good morning

� good morning /�(υd mɔ
nŋ/ interj
used when meeting someone, or some-
times when leaving someone in the morn-
ing
good-naturedgood-natured /�(υd netʃəd/ adj with
a pleasant and cooperative character
goodnessgoodness /(υdnəs/ noun being good �
She did it out of pure goodness of heart. �
interj used for showing surprise � Good-
ness! is that the time? � thank goodness!
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used for showing relief � Thank goodness
the ambulance arrived quickly! � for
goodness’ sake used for showing you are
annoyed, or that something is important �
What are you screaming for? – It’s only a
little mouse, for goodness’ sake. � For
goodness’ sake try to be quiet, we don’t
want the guards to hear us!
good night

� good night /�(υd |nat/ interj used
when leaving someone late in the evening
goods

� goods /(υdz/ plural noun 1. things that
are produced for sale � The company sells
goods from various European countries. 2.
possessions; things which you own � She
carried all her worldly goods in a bag.
goodwillgoodwill /(υd |wl/ noun 1. a kind feeling
� The charity relies on the goodwill of peo-
ple who give money regularly. 2. a value
given to things such as the customers of a
business, its reputation and its site � He
paid £10,000 for the goodwill of the res-
taurant and £40,000 for the fittings.
goodygoody /(υdi/, Goody interj I’m glad (dat-
ed informal )
goody-goodygoody-goody /(υdi �(υdi/ adj a person
who is not liked because they are always
trying to please people such as their teach-
er or their boss
gooeygooey /(u
i/ adj soft and sticky
goofygoofy /(u
fi/ adj stupid (informal)
goose

� goose /(u
s/ (plural geese) noun a
large bird, living near water, which can be
eaten (NOTE: The males are ganders, the
young are goslings.)
gooseberrygooseberry /(υzb(ə)ri/ noun a little
green hairy fruit, with a sharp taste
goregore /(ɔ
/ noun blood � The final scene of
the play was very violent, with lots of gore.
� verb (gores, goring, gored) to wound
with a horn � He was gored by a bull.
gorgegorge /(ɔ
d�/ noun a rocky valley � The
walkers climbed down into the gorge. �
verb (gorges, gorging, gorged) to eat too
much � Look at her gorging herself on
cakes.
gorgeous

� gorgeous /(ɔ
d�əs/ adj magnificent
gorillagorilla /(ə |rlə/ noun a large black Afri-
can ape (NOTE: Do not confuse with guerril-
la.)
gorsegorse /(ɔ
s/ noun a wild prickly shrub
with bright yellow flowers
gorygory /(ɔ
ri/ adj 1. covered in blood 2. ter-
rible; awful (humorous) � She told me all
the gory details of her interview.
goshgosh /(ɒʃ/ interj used for showing sur-
prise (dated informal )
goslinggosling /(ɒzlŋ/ noun a baby goose

gospelgospel /(ɒspəl/ noun the part of the Bi-
ble which tells the life of Jesus Christ
gossip

� gossip /(ɒsp/ noun stories or news
about someone, which may or may not be
true � Have you heard the latest gossip
about Sue? � verb (gossips, gossiping,
gossiped) to talk about people’s private
lives � They spent hours gossiping about
the people working in the office.
got

� got /(ɒt/ past tense and past participle
of get
gottagotta /(ɒtə/ contr got to (informal) � I’m
sick – I’ve gotta go to the doctor.
gotten

� gotten /(ɒt(ə)n/ US past participle of
get
gougegouge /(aυd�/ (gouges, gouging,
gouged) verb to cut something out � He
gouged out a hole in the plank. � The
waves have gouged out a cave in the cliff.
(NOTE: + gouge n)
gourdgourd /(υəd/ noun a round fruit of a
climbing plant, dried and used as a bottle
or as a decoration
gourmetgourmet /(υəme/ noun 1. a person who
knows about and appreciates good food
and drink 2. referring to good food � We
had a gourmet dinner in a three-star res-
taurant. � This recipe comes from a gour-
met cookbook.
govern

� govern /(�v(ə)n/ (governs, govern-
ing, governed) verb to rule a country � The
country is governed by three generals.
governessgoverness /(�vənəs/ noun a private fe-
male teacher
government

� government /(�v(ə)nmənt/ noun
the people or a political party which rules a
country � The president asked the leader of
the largest party to form a new govern-
ment. � The government controls the price
of bread. � He has an important job in the
government.
governor

� governor /(�v(ə)nə/ noun a person
who runs a state, a colony or an institution
gowngown /(aυn/ noun 1. a woman’s long for-
mal dress � a ball gown 2. a robe worn by
someone such as a judge or a person with a
degree
GP

� GP /�d�i
 pi
/ noun a family doctor
who does not specialise in any particular
branch of medicine. Full form general
practitioner
grab

� grab /(r�b/ (grabs, grabbing,
grabbed) verb 1. to pick something up sud-
denly � He grabbed his suitcase and ran to
the train. 2. to get something quickly
(informal) � Let’s grab some lunch before
the meeting starts.
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gracegrace /(res/ noun 1. elegance and attrac-
tiveness � We admired the grace of the deer
as they ran off into the woods. 2. a prayer
before a meal � Father always says grace
before dinner. 3. extra time to pay � We
gave the creditors two weeks’ grace to pay.
� verb (graces, gracing, graced) to honour
� She graced the ceremony with her pres-
ence.
gracefulgraceful /(resf(ə)l/ adj moving in a
smooth and beautiful way � She crossed
the stage with graceful steps. � We admired
the swimmer’s graceful strokes across the
pool.
gracelessgraceless /(resləs/ adj 1. not elegant 2.
not dignified
graciousgracious /(reʃəs/ interj used for show-
ing surprise � Gracious! Is that the time?
gradationgradation /(rə |deʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a series
of degrees or stages 2. one of a series of de-
grees or stages 3. the act of arranging
things according to size, or quality
grade

� grade /(red/ noun 1. a level of quality
� I always buy grade 2 eggs. � What grade
of vegetables do you sell most of? 2. an ex-
amination mark � She got top grades in
maths. 3. US a class in school � students in
fifth grade � She’s a fifth-grade student. �

verb (grades, grading, graded) to sort
things according to size or quality � a ma-
chine for grading fruit � Hotels are graded
with two, three, four or five stars. � to
make the grade to succeed; to do well
gradientgradient /(rediənt/ noun a slope in a
road or railway,
gradual

� gradual /(r�d�uəl/ adj which chang-
es a little at a time
gradually

� gradually /(r�d�uəli/ adv little by
little � His condition improved gradually
day by day. � She gradually learnt how to
deal with customers’ complaints.
graduategraduate1 /(r�d�uət/ noun a person
with a degree from a university or college
� He’s a graduate of London University. �
She’s a physics graduate.
graduategraduate2 /(r�d�u|�et/ (graduates,
graduating, graduated) verb to get a de-
gree � She graduated from Edinburgh Uni-
versity last year.
graduatedgraduated /(r�d�uetd/ adj 1. rising
in stages � graduated income tax 2. with
quantities marked on it � a graduated
measuring jar
graduationgraduation /�(r�d�u |eʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
the ceremony at which you get a degree
from a university or college � Graduation
will take place on June 10th. 2. US leaving

high school or college with a diploma 3. a
mark showing quantities
graffitigraffiti /(rə|fi
ti/ noun words which have
been written or painted on walls in public
places
graftgraft /(rɑ
ft/ noun very hard work that
needs a lot of physical energy (informal) �

She has succeeded through sheer hard
graft.
graingrain /(ren/ noun 1. a crop such as wheat
or corn � a field of grain � the grain har-
vest 2. a very small piece � a grain of sand
gram

� gram /(r�m/, gramme noun a unit of
weight; there are 1000 grams in a kilogram
(NOTE: usually written g after figures: 50 g.)
grammar

� grammar /(r�mə/ noun 1. the rules
of a language � I’m finding Russian gram-
mar very difficult. � He’s been learning
English for years, and still makes basic
grammar mistakes. 2. a book of rules of a
language � I’ll look it up in my new Ger-
man grammar.
grammar schoolgrammar school /(r�mə sku
l/ noun
a secondary school where students have to
pass an exam to enter
grammaticalgrammatical /(rə |m�tk(ə)l/ adj refer-
ring to correct grammar
grangran /(r�n/ noun a grandmother
(informal)
granarygranary /(r�nəri/ noun a place where
grain is stored
grand

� grand /(r�nd/ adj 1. big and important
� his grand plan for making a lot of money
2. impressive � We went to a very grand
wedding.
grandadgrandad /(r�nd�d/ noun 1. a grandfa-
ther (informal) 2. a common name used for
addressing a grandfather
grandchild

� grandchild /(r�ntʃald/ (plural
grandchildren) noun a child of a son or
daughter
granddaughter

� granddaughter /(r�ndɔ
tə/ noun
the daughter of a son or daughter
grandeurgrandeur /(r�nd�ə/ noun splendour
grandfather

� grandfather /(r�n|�fɑ
ðə/ noun the
father of your mother or father � Tomorrow
is grandfather’s hundredth birthday. � My
grandfather always tells us fascinating sto-
ries about his childhood. (NOTE: often
called grandad or grandpa by children)
grandfather clockgrandfather clock /(r�nfɑ
ðə klɒk/
noun a tall clock which stands on the floor
grandiosegrandiose /(r�ndiəυs/ adj impressive,
but too big and complicated
grandmagrandma /(r�nmɑ
/ noun a grandmoth-
er (informal )
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grandmother

� grandmother /(r�nm�ðə/ noun the
mother of your mother or father � It will be
grandmother’s ninetieth birthday next
month. � My grandmother taught me how
to make bread. (NOTE: often called gran or
granny or grandma or nan by children)
grandpagrandpa /(r�npɑ
/ noun a grandfather
(informal)
grandparentgrandparent /(r�npeərənt/ noun the
mother or father of one of your parents
grand pianogrand piano /(r�nd pi |�nəυ/ noun a
large horizontal piano (NOTE: A smaller pi-
ano, with a vertical body, is called an up-
right.)
Grand PrixGrand Prix /(rɒn pri
/ noun a race for
large and powerful racing cars
grand slamgrand slam /(r�nd sl�m/ noun win-
ning a series of competitions, such as all
the main tennis competitions held in a year
grandson

� grandson /(r�ns�n/ noun the son of
a son or daughter
grandstandgrandstand /(r�ndst�nd/ noun a
stand with seats for spectators at games or
races
grand totalgrand total /�(r�nd təυt(ə)l/ noun a fi-
nal total made by adding several items
granitegranite /(r�nt/ noun a hard grey stone
grannygranny /(r�ni/ (plural grannies) noun a
grandmother (informal)
grant

� grant /(rɑ
nt/ noun an amount of mon-
ey given to help someone to pay for some-
thing, or to live while they are doing some-
thing such as studying � Not many students
get a full grant. � My grant only pays for a
few books. � We have applied for a grant to
plant trees by the side of the road. � verb
(grants, granting, granted) to give some-
one something, especially officially
(formal) � The council has granted the
school permission to build a new hall. � to
take someone for granted to accept what
someone does for you without showing
them that you are grateful � to take some-
thing for granted to assume that you will
get something, or will keep something, and
so not to appreciate it � The children seem
to take it for granted that I will give them
big presents every birthday.
granulegranule /(r�nju
l/ noun a very small
particle
grapegrape /(rep/ noun a small green or red
fruit which grows on low plants, often used
to make wine
grapefruit

� grapefruit /(repfru
t/ (plural grape-
fruits or same) noun a large yellow citrus
fruit, like an orange but not as sweet

grapevinegrapevine /(repvan/ noun a plant on
which grapes grow � I heard it on the
grapevine someone told me about it when
gossiping
graphgraph /(rɑ
f/ noun a chart showing how
amounts rise and fall in the form of a line
graphicgraphic /(r�fk/ adj 1. drawn in sym-
bols or letters � The results are shown in
graphic form. 2. vivid � He gave a graphic
description of the accident.
graphic designgraphic design /�(r�fk d |zan/ noun
the art or practice of designing things in-
volving images and text
graphics

� graphics /(r�fks/ plural noun pic-
tures on a computer screen or designed on
a computer � The graphics on this game
are brilliant.
graphitegraphite /(r�fat/ noun natural carbon
grapplegrapple /(r�p(ə)l/ (grapples, grap-
pling, grappled) verb 1. to fight � The two
men were grappling on the floor. 2. � to
grapple with something to struggle to
solve something difficult � He’s grappling
with the company accounts.
graspgrasp /(rɑ
sp/ noun an understanding �

She has a good grasp of physics. � verb
(grasps, grasping, grasped) to under-
stand something � They didn’t seem to
grasp my meaning.
grass

� grass /(rɑ
s/ noun a low green plant,
which is eaten by sheep and cows in fields,
or used in gardens to cover the area that
you walk or sit on � The grass is getting too
long – it needs cutting.
grasshoppergrasshopper /(rɑ
shɒpə/ noun a green
insect which jumps and makes a rubbing
noise
grasslandgrassland /(rɑ
slənd/ noun an area of
land covered in wild grass
grategrate /(ret/ noun a metal frame for hold-
ing coal in a fireplace � verb (grates, grat-
ing, grated) to make something into small
pieces by rubbing against a grater � She
grated nutmeg over the pudding. � Sprinkle
grated cheese over your pasta. � We made
a salad of grated carrots and spring on-
ions. (NOTE: Do not confuse with great.)
grateful

� grateful /(retf(ə)l/ adj feeling that
you want to thank someone for something
that they have done for you � We are most
grateful to you for your help.
gratergrater /(retə/ noun a kitchen instrument
with a rough surface and little holes for
grating
gratifygratify /(r�tfa/ (gratifies, gratifying,
gratified) verb (formal) 1. to satisfy some-
one � It gratifies her need for luxury. 2. to
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please someone � We were gratified to see
that our work was prominently displayed.
gratinggrating /(retŋ/ noun a metal frame
which covers a hole � They lifted up the
grating to look into the drain.
gratitudegratitude /(r�ttju
d/ noun thankful-
ness
gratuitousgratuitous /(rə |tju
təs/ adj unneces-
sary; unjustified
gravegrave /(rɑ
v/ noun a hole in the ground
where a dead person is buried � At the fu-
neral, the whole family stood by the grave.
� adj serious � She looked at him with a
grave expression.
gravelgravel /(r�v(ə)l/ noun small stones
gravestonegravestone /(revstəυn/ noun a large
stone placed on a grave with the name of
the dead person written on it
graveyardgraveyard /(revjɑ
d/ noun a cemetery
gravitategravitate /(r�vtet/ (gravitates, grav-
itating, gravitated) verb to move in a par-
ticular direction [~towards] � In the evening
the students gravitate towards the bars.
gravity

� gravity /(r�vti/ noun the force
which pulls things towards the ground �
Apples fall to the ground because of the
earth’s gravity.
gravygravy /(revi/ noun sauce made from the
juices of cooked meat (NOTE: no plural)
graygray /(re/ noun, adj US spelling of grey
grazegraze /(rez/ noun a slight skin injury �

He had a graze on his knee. � verb (grazes,
grazing, grazed) (of animals) to feed on
grass � The sheep were grazing on the hill-
side.
greasegrease /(ri
s/ noun thick oil � Put some
grease on the hinge. � verb (greases,
greasing, greased) to cover with oil �
Don’t forget to grease the wheels. � She
greased the pan before cooking the eggs.
greasygreasy /(ri
si/ (greasier, greasiest) adj
covered with oil or grease � He wiped his
greasy hands on a piece of rag. � I don’t
like the chips they serve here – they’re too
greasy.
great

� great /(ret/ adj 1. large � She was car-
rying a great big pile of sandwiches. � The
guide showed us into the Great Hall. 2. im-
portant or famous � the greatest tennis
player of all time � New York is a great city.
� Picasso was a great artist. 3. wonderful;
very good � We had a great time at the par-
ty. � What did you think of the film? – It
was great! � It was great of you to help. �
It was great that they could all get to the
picnic.

great-grandchildgreat-grandchild /(ret (r�ntʃald/
noun the son or daughter of a grandchild
greatly

� greatly /(retli/ adv very much
greatnessgreatness /(retnəs/ noun importance
or respect
greedgreed /(ri
d/ noun too much love of food,
money or power
greedygreedy /(ri
di/ (greedier, greediest) adj
wanting more food or other things than you
need (NOTE: + greedily adv)
green

� green /(ri
n/ adj 1. of a colour like the
colour of grass � He was wearing a bright
green shirt. 2. relating to, interested in or
concerned about the environment � She’s
very worried about green issues. � He’s a
leading figure in the green movement. �
noun 1. a colour like that of grass and
leaves � The door was painted a very dark
green. 2. an area of public land covered
with grass in the middle of a village � They
were playing cricket on the village green.
green beangreen bean /(ri
n bi
n/ noun a long
thin green vegetable
green beltgreen belt /(ri
n belt/ noun an area of
farming land or woods and parks, which
surrounds a town, and on which building is
restricted or completely banned
green cardgreen card /�(ri
n kɑ
d/ noun a work
permit for someone who is going to live in
the USA
greenerygreenery /(ri
nəri/ noun the leaves of
trees and plants
greenfield sitegreenfield site /(ri
nfi
ld sat/ noun a
site for a factory which is in the country,
and not surrounded by other factories
greengrocergreengrocer /(ri
n(rəυsə/ noun a per-
son who sells fruit and vegetables
greenhouse

� greenhouse /(ri
nhaυs/ (plural
greenhouses) noun a glass building for
growing plants
green lightgreen light /(ri
n lat/ verb to give ap-
proval or permission for something to pro-
ceed
greet

� greet /(ri
t/ (greets, greeting, greet-
ed) verb to meet someone and say hello
greetinggreeting /(ri
tŋ/ noun the words that
people say to each other when they meet
gregariousgregarious /(r |(eəriəs/ adj enjoying
the company of other people
grenadegrenade /(r |ned/ noun a small bomb,
usually thrown by hand
grew

� grew /(ru
/ past tense of grow
grey

� grey /(re/ noun a colour that is a mix-
ture of black and white � He was dressed
all in grey. � adj of a colour that is a mix-
ture of black and white � Her hair has
turned quite grey. � She was wearing a
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light grey suit. � Look at the grey clouds –
I think it is going to rain. (NOTE: The US
spelling is gray.)
grey areagrey area /(re �eəriə/ noun a situation,
subject, or category of something that is
unclear or hard to define
greyhoundgreyhound /(rehaυnd/ noun a racing
dog
grid

� grid /(rd/ noun 1. a set of parallel bars
� We have fitted a metal grid over the top
of the well. 2. the numbered squares on a
map � What’s the grid reference of the
church?
gridlockgridlock /(rdlɒk/ noun a traffic jam
grief

� grief /(ri
f/ noun a feeling of great sad-
ness � to come to grief to have an acci-
dent; to fail � His horse came to grief at the
first fence. � The project came to grief
when the council refused to renew their
grant.
grievancegrievance /(ri
v(ə)ns/ noun a reason
for complaint
grievegrieve /(ri
v/ (grieves, grieving,
grieved) verb 1. to be sad, especially be-
cause someone has died � She is grieving
for her fiancé who was killed in the war. 2.
to make someone sad (formal) � It grieves
me to say this, but we are going to arrest
your daughter.
grievousgrievous /(ri
vəs/ adj severe; very bad
(formal)
grievous bodily harmgrievous bodily harm /(ri
vəs
bɒdli hɑ
m/ noun the crime of causing
serious physical injury to someone. Abbre-
viation GBH
grill

� grill /(rl/ noun a part of a cooker where
food is cooked under the heat � Cook the
chops under the grill. � verb (grills, grill-
ing, grilled) to cook something in this part
of the cooker � We’re having grilled sar-
dines for dinner.
grillegrille /(rl/ noun a structure of metal bars
in front of a window or on the front of a car,
with the radiator behind
grim

� grim /(rm/ adj 1. serious and not smil-
ing � His expression was grim. � He gave
a grim laugh and went on working. 2. grey
and unpleasant � The town centre is really
grim.
grimacegrimace /(rməs/ (grimaces, grimac-
ing, grimaced) verb to make a twisted ex-
pression � She grimaced as the dentist
started up his drill. (NOTE: + grimace n)
grimegrime /(ram/ noun black dirt
grimygrimy /(rami/ adj covered with old dirt
that is difficult to remove � The furniture
was broken and the windows were grimy.

grin

� grin /(rn/ verb (grins, grinning,
grinned) to smile widely � He grinned
when we asked him if he liked his job. �

noun a wide smile � She gave me a big
grin.
grind

� grind /(rand/ (grinds, grinding,
ground) verb 1. to crush something to pow-
der � to grind coffee � a cup of ground cof-
fee 2. to rub surfaces together
gripgrip /(rp/ noun a firm hold � He has a
strong firm grip. � Radial tyres give a bet-
ter grip on the road surface. � verb (grips,
gripping, gripped) 1. to hold something
tight � She gripped the rail with both
hands. 2. to be very interesting to someone
� The story gripped me from the first page.
gripegripe /(rap/ noun a complaint � his list
of gripes about the work (NOTE: + gripe v)
grippinggripping /(rpŋ/ adj which holds your
interest or attention
grislygrisly /(rzli/ (grislier, grisliest) adj hor-
rible (NOTE: Do not confuse with grizzly or
gristly.)
gritgrit /(rt/ (grits, gritting, gritted) verb to
put sand on a road that is covered with ice
� Lorries have been out all night, gritting
the motorway.
grittygritty /(rti/ adj full of strength
grizzledgrizzled /(rz(ə)ld/ adj with lots of grey
hairs
groangroan /(rəυn/ (groans, groaning,
groaned) verb to make a long low noise �
She groaned when she saw how much work
had to be done.
grocergrocer /(rəυsə/ noun a person who sells
goods such as sugar, butter and tins of food
groceriesgroceries /(rəυsəriz/ plural noun things
you buy at a grocer’s � a heavy bag of gro-
ceries
groggygroggy /(rɒ(i/ adj not having a clear
head
groingroin /(rɔn/ noun the place where the
legs join the body
groomgroom /(ru
m/ (grooms, grooming,
groomed) verb 1. to make someone or a
horse look smart � a well-groomed young
man � She was grooming her horse. 2. to
train someone for a particular role � He is
being groomed to take his father’s place in
the family business.
groovegroove /(ru
v/ noun a wide line cut into
a surface
gropegrope /(rəυp/ (gropes, groping, groped)
verb to feel with your hands
gross

� gross /(rəυs/ adj total; with nothing
taken away � What’s your gross salary? �
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adv with nothing taken away � His salary
is paid gross.
gross domestic productgross domestic product /(rəυs də |

�mestk prɒd�kt/ noun the value of
goods and services paid for inside a coun-
try. Abbreviation GDP
gross national productgross national product /(rəυs
�n�ʃ(ə)nəl prɒd�kt/ noun the value of
goods and services paid for in a country,
including income earned in other coun-
tries. Abbreviation GNP
gross profitgross profit /(rəυs prɒft/ noun a prof-
it calculated as income from sales less the
cost of the goods sold, before paying for
any other expenses
grotesquegrotesque /(rəυ |tesk/ adj 1. strange and
ugly � We got a really grotesque present
from our Spanish landlady. 2. unnatural
and unpleasant � It was grotesque to see
her at the funeral. � Grotesque abuses of
justice were commonplace during the civil
war.
ground

� ground /(raυnd/ noun 1. the surface
of the earth � The factory was burnt to the
ground. � There were no seats, so we had
to sit on the ground. � She lay down on the
ground and went to sleep. 2. soil or earth �

You should dig the ground in the autumn. �
The house is built on wet ground. � It has
been so dry that the ground is hard. 3. an
area of land used for a special purpose � a
football ground � a sports ground � a
cricket ground � a show ground � plural
noun grounds 1. a large area of land
around a big house or institution � The po-
lice searched the school grounds for the
weapon. � The village fair is held in the
grounds of the hospital. 2. reasons � Does
he have any grounds for complaint? �

What grounds have you got for saying
that? � Do they have sufficient grounds to
sue us?
groundbreakinggroundbreaking /(raυndbrekŋ/ adj
involving new ideas
ground floor

� ground floor /�(raυnd flɔ
/ noun a
floor in a building which is level with the
street
groundinggrounding /(raυndŋ/ noun basic in-
struction
groundlessgroundless /(raυndləs/ adj without
any reason
groundswellgroundswell /(raυndswel/ noun a gen-
eral feeling
groundworkgroundwork /(raυndw#
k/ noun pre-
liminary work
ground zeroground zero /�(raυnd zərəυ/ noun 1.
the point just above or below a nuclear ex-
plosion 2. the most basic possible level or

starting point 3. the huge debris field left
following the terrorist attacks on the World
Trade Center towers in New York City on
11 September 2001
group

� group /(ru
p/ noun 1. a number of
people together � a group of houses in the
valley � Groups of people gathered in the
street. � She is leading a group of business-
men on a tour of Italian factories. � There
are reduced prices for groups of 30 and
over. 2. a way of classifying things � These
drugs belong to the same group. 3. people
playing music together � He plays in a jazz
group. � She’s the lead singer in a pop
group.
groupie

groupie /(ru
pi/ noun a girl follower of
a singer or pop group (informal)
groupinggrouping /(ru
pŋ/ noun the process of
putting things or people together in a group
grousegrouse /(raυs/ noun (plural grouses or
same) 1. a complaint � All we heard at din-
ner were his grouses about the office. 2. a
small dark game bird, found in the north of
England and Scotland � We had grouse for
supper. � They shot six brace of grouse yes-
terday. � Grouse shooting starts on August
12th. (NOTE: Two of the birds are called a
brace of grouse.) � verb (grouses, grous-
ing, groused) to complain [~about]
(informal) � He’s always grousing about
his salary.
grovegrove /(rəυv/ noun a small group of trees
grovel

grovel /(rɒv(ə)l/ (grovels, grovelling,
grovelled) verb to behave towards some-
one in a way that shows respect or admira-
tion too obviously
grow

� grow /(rəυ/ (grows, growing, grew,
grown) verb 1. (of plants) to live and devel-
op � There was grass growing in the mid-
dle of the road. � Roses grow well in our
garden. 2. to make plants grow � He grows
all his vegetables in his garden. � We are
going to grow some cabbages this year. 3.
to become taller or bigger � He’s grown a
lot taller since I last saw him. � The profit
has grown to £1m. � The town’s population
is growing very fast.

grow into phrasal verb to become
grow out of phrasal verb 1. to become
bigger so that something such as an item
of clothing does not fit � He’s grown out
of his coat. 2. to become older, and so
stop some bad habit � He plays the drums
all day long, but we hope it’s something
he’ll grow out of.
grow up� phrasal verb to become an
adult
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growinggrowing /(rəυŋ/ adj 1. becoming big-
ger in size or amount 2. becoming stronger
or more extreme � growing fear of war
growlgrowl /(raυl/ (growls, growling,
growled) verb to make an angry sound �
The dog growled when he tried to take
away its bone. � When we asked the door-
man if we could go in, he just growled
‘yes’. (NOTE: + growl n)
grown

� grown /(rəυn/ adj full size � What silly
behaviour from a grown man! (NOTE: Do
not confuse with groan.)
grown-up

� grown-up /�(rəυn �p/ noun, adj adult
� a grown-up taste in books � The family
consists of three grown-ups and ten chil-
dren. � She has a grown-up daughter. �
The grown-ups had wine with their meal.
growth

� growth /(rəυθ/ noun an increase in
size [~in] � The table showed the rapid
growth in population since 1980. � They
measured the tree’s growth over the last fif-
ty years.
growth industrygrowth industry /(rəυθ �ndəstri/
noun an industry that is expanding
grubgrub /(r�b/ noun 1. a little worm which is
a young insect � Birds were searching for
grubs under the bushes. 2. food (informal ) �
The grub in the canteen is so awful that I
take sandwiches to work.
grubbygrubby /(r�bi/ (grubbier, grubbiest) adj
so dirty as to be unpleasant � Grubby chil-
dren were playing in the street. � He was
wearing a grubby old shirt.
grudgegrudge /(r�d�/ noun � to have or bear a
grudge against someone to have bad feel-
ings about someone because of something
they did to you in the past � Since her bag
was snatched in Rome, she has a grudge
against Italians. � He has been nursing a
grudge against his boss for the last six
years. � verb (grudges, grudging,
grudged) � to grudge someone some-
thing to be unwilling to give someone
something or be angry that they have
something � I grudge having to pay so
much for so-called expert advice. � No one
grudges him his success in the tennis
championship.
grudginggrudging /(r�d�ŋ/ adj unwilling
gruellinggruelling /(ru
əlŋ/ adj tiring
gruesomegruesome /(ru
s(ə)m/ adj horrific and
shocking in the way violence or death is
shown
gruffgruff /(r�f/ adj rough and unfriendly
grumblegrumble /(r�mbəl/ (grumbles, grum-
bling, grumbled) verb to complain in a
bad-tempered way, especially regularly

and often about unimportant things � He’s
always grumbling about the music from the
flat above.
grumpygrumpy /(r�mpi/ (grumpier, grumpi-
est) adj bad-tempered (NOTE: + grumpily
adv)
gruntgrunt /(r�nt/ (grunts, grunting, grunt-
ed) verb 1. (of a pig) to make a noise � The
pigs were grunting and squealing in their
pen. 2. to make a bad-tempered noise � I
asked if we could have a glass of water and
the waiter just grunted. � She grunted
something and slammed the door. (NOTE: +
grunt n)
guarantee

� guarantee /�(�rən |ti
/ noun 1. a legal
document in which someone states that
something is going to happen [~(that)//] �
The travel agent could not give a guaran-
tee that we would be accommodated in the
hotel mentioned in the brochure. 2. a prom-
ise [///~of] � I can’t give you any guarantee
of success. � verb (guarantees, guarantee-
ing, guaranteed) to give a firm promise
that something will work, that something
will be done [~(that)] � I can guarantee that
the car will give you no trouble. � We can
almost guarantee good weather in the Car-
ibbean at this time of year.
guaranteed

� guaranteed /�(�rən|ti
d/ adj which
has been promised legally
guard

� guard /(ɑ
d/ noun 1. [~against/~over] �
to catch someone off guard to catch
someone by surprise, when they are not ex-
pecting it 2. a person who protects, often a
soldier � Security guards patrol the factory
at night. � Our squad is on guard duty to-
night. 3. the man in charge of a train � The
guard helped my put my bike into his van.
� verb (guards, guarding, guarded) to
watch someone or somewhere carefully to
prevent attacks or escapes � The prison is
guarded at all times. � to be on your guard
to try to be ready for an unpleasant surprise
� You always have to be on your guard
against burglars.
guard againstguard against verb to try to prepare for
something or prevent it happening
[~against] � I need to guard against the
likelihood that prices will rise.
guardedguarded /(ɑ
dd/ adj reluctant to share
information
guardian

� guardian /(ɑ
diən/ noun a person
who protects, especially a person who le-
gally looks after someone else’s child
guardian angel

guardian angel /�(ɑ
diən end�əl/
noun a person who looks after and protects
someone
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guerrillaguerrilla /(ə|rlə/, guerilla noun a soldier
who is not part of a regular national army
(NOTE: Do not confuse with gorilla.)
guess

� guess /(es/ noun an attempt to give the
right answer or amount [~at] � Go on –
make a guess at the answer! � At a guess,
I’d say it weighs about 10 kilos. � verb
(guesses, guessing, guessed) 1. to try to
give the right answer or amount
[~(that)///~what/how etc] � I would guess
that it’s about six o’clock. � Neither of
them guessed the right answer. � He
guessed right. � I’ve bought you a present
– shut your eyes and guess what it is. 2. es-
pecially US to have an opinion about some-
thing � I guess the plane’s going to be late.
guessing gameguessing game /(esŋ (em/ noun an
annoying situation which could end in dif-
ferent ways
guesstimateguesstimate /(estmət/ noun an esti-
mate based on a guess
guessworkguesswork /(esw#
k/ noun the process
or end result of guessing
guest

� guest /(est/ noun 1. a person who is
invited to come to your home or to an event
� We had a very lively party with dozens of
guests. � None of the guests left the party
early. 2. a person staying in a hotel  �

Guests are requested to vacate their rooms
before midday.
guesthouseguesthouse /(esthaυs/ noun a private
house which takes several guests, like a
small hotel
guidance

� guidance /(ad(ə)ns/ noun advice
guide

� guide /(ad/ noun 1. a person who
shows you the way � They used local farm-
ers as guides through the forest. 2. a person
who shows tourists round a place � The
guide showed us over the castle or showed
us round the castle. � The museum guide
spoke so fast that we couldn’t understand
what she was saying. 3. a book which gives
information [~to] � a guide to Athens � a
guide to the butterflies of Europe � verb
(guides, guiding, guided) 1. to show
someone the way to somewhere � She
guided us up the steps in the dark. 2. to
show tourists round a place � He guided us
round the castle and told us about its histo-
ry.
guidebook

� guidebook /(adbυk/ noun a book
with information about a place
guide dogguide dog /(ad dɒ(/ noun a dog which
has been trained to lead a blind person
guidelinesguidelines /(adlanz/ plural noun gen-
eral advice on what to do � If you follow
the government guidelines, you should not

have any trouble. � The minister has issued
a new set of guidelines about city planning.
guildguild /(ld/ noun an association of crafts-
men (NOTE: Do not confuse with gild.)
guileguile /(al/ noun the use of trickery to de-
ceive people
guillotineguillotine /(ləti
n/ noun 1. a machine
which was used in France for punishing
criminals by cutting off their heads 2. a ma-
chine for cutting paper
guiltguilt /(lt/ noun 1. the state of having
committed a crime � The prisoner admit-
ted his guilt. 2. a feeling of being responsi-
ble for doing something bad � The whole
group bears the guilt for his death. (NOTE:
Do not confuse with gilt.)
guilty

� guilty /(lti/ (guiltier, guiltiest) adj 1.
who has committed a crime � He was
found guilty of murder. � The jury decided
she was not guilty. 2. feeling unhappy be-
cause you have done something wrong � I
feel very guilty about not having written to
you.
guinea pigguinea pig /(ni p(/ noun 1. a little fur-
ry animal, kept as a pet � She keeps guinea
pigs in a hutch in the garden. 2. a person
used in an experiment � The hospital is ad-
vertising for guinea pigs to test the new
drug. � We’re using her as a guinea pig to
see if the instructions for making the cake
work.
guiseguise /(az/ noun an appearance, which
is sometimes misleading
guitar

� guitar /( |tɑ
/ noun a musical instru-
ment with six strings, played with the fin-
gers � He plays the guitar in a pop group.
gulf

� gulf /(�lf/ noun an area of sea partly
surrounded by land � the Gulf of Mexico
gullgull /(�l/ noun a large common white sea-
bird
gullibilitygullibility /�(�l |blti/ noun a willing-
ness to believe something or trust someone
very easily
gulliblegullible /(�lb(ə)l/ adj ready to believe
anything
gullygully /(�li/ noun a small narrow valley
gulpgulp /(�lp/ (gulps, gulping, gulped) verb
to swallow fast � She gulped and went onto
the stage. � He gulped down his drink and
ran for the bus. (NOTE: + gulp n)
gum

� gum /(�m/ noun 1. glue � She spread
gum on the back of the photo and stuck it
onto a sheet of paper. 2. the flesh around
the base of your teeth � Brushing your
teeth every day is good for your gums. �
verb (gums, gumming, gummed) to stick
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something with glue � She gummed the
pictures onto a sheet of paper.
gumption

gumption /(�mpʃən/ noun 1. good
common sense 2. the courage to take action
gun

� gun /(�n/ noun 1. a weapon which
shoots bullets � The robber pulled out a
gun. � She grabbed his gun and shot him
dead. 2. a small piece of equipment which
you hold in your hand to spray a substance
such as paint or glue � A spray gun gives an
even coating of paint. � to jump the gun to
start too quickly � The new law comes into
effect in a month’s time, but some shops
have already jumped the gun.
gunboat

gunboat /(�nbəυt/ noun a small ship
with guns on it
gun control

gun control /(�n kən |�trəυl/ noun legal
measures to control the ownership of guns
by members of the public
gunfire

gunfire /(�nfaə/ noun the shooting of
guns
gunge

gunge /(�nd�/ noun an unpleasant sticky
substance
gunman

� gunman /(�nmən/ (plural gunmen)
noun a man armed with a gun � The gun-
man pulled out a revolver and started
shooting.
gunpoint

gunpoint /(�npɔnt/ noun � at gun-
point with a gun being pointed at you � He
was held at gunpoint by robbers.
gunshot

gunshot /(�nʃɒt/ noun the firing of a
gun
gurgle

gurgle /(#
((ə)l/ (gurgles, gurgling,
gurgled) verb to make a bubbling sound �

The water gurgled in the pipes. � The baby
was gurgling in his pram. (NOTE: + gurgle
n)
guru

guru /(υru
/ noun 1. a respected teacher,
often a religious or spiritual teacher � He
was the great guru of the civil disobedience
movement. 2. a person who gives advice �

She’s one of the Prime Minister’s media
gurus.
gush

gush /(�ʃ/ noun 1. a sudden fast flow of
liquid � A sudden gush of water came out
of the pipe. 2. lots of praise � I can’t stand
all this gush about babies. � verb (gushes,
gushing, gushed) 1. to flow out very
quickly and suddenly � Oil gushed from
the hole in the pipeline. 2. to speak in a
very enthusiastic way � She tends to gush
over babies.
gushing

gushing /(�ʃŋ/ adj 1. flowing fast or in
large quantities 2. speaking or behaving in

an extremely enthusiastic or emotional
way that embarrasses other people
gust

gust /(�st/ (gusts, gusting, gusted) verb
to blow in gusts � The wind was gusting at
up to 70 miles an hour.
gusto

gusto /(�stəυ/ noun energy and enthusi-
asm
gut

� gut /(�t/ noun the tube in which food is
digested as it passes through the body � He
complained of a pain in the gut.
gut reaction

gut reaction /(�t ri |�kʃən/ noun an in-
stinctive reaction
guts

guts /(�ts/ plural noun courage (informal)
� She had the guts to tell the boss he was
wrong.
gutsy

gutsy /(�tsi/ adj brave
gutter

gutter /(�tə/ noun 1. the side of a road
where water can flow � Pieces of paper
and leaves were blowing about in the gut-
ter. 2. an open pipe under the edge of a roof
for catching rain � It rained so hard the
gutters overflowed.
guy

� guy /(a/ noun 1. a man (informal) � She
married a guy from Texas. � The boss is a
very friendly guy. � Hey, you guys, come
and look at this! 2. a model of a man burnt
on Bonfire Night, November 5th � The
children are collecting clothes to make a
guy. � Penny for the guy!
guzzle

guzzle /(�z(ə)l/ (guzzles, guzzling,
guzzled) verb to eat or drink greedily
(informal)
gym

� gym /d�m/ noun 1. a place with spe-
cial equipment, or a large hall as in a
school, for indoor sports and physical
training � I go to the gym twice a week to
exercise. 2. physical exercises, especially
as an activity at school
gymnasium

gymnasium /d�m |neziəm/ noun a hall
for indoor sports and athletics
gymnast

gymnast /d�mn�st/ noun an athlete
who is expert at gymnastics
gymnastics

gymnastics /d�m |n�stks/ noun phys-
ical exercises, as a competitive sport
gynaecology

gynaecology /�(an |kɒləd�i/ noun the
study of female sex organs and the treat-
ment of diseases of women in general
(NOTE: The US spelling is gynecology.)
gypsy

gypsy /d�psi/ noun someone who trav-
els a lot
gyrate

gyrate /d�a |ret/ (gyrates, gyrating, gy-
rated) verb to turn round and round fast
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h /etʃ/, H noun the eighth letter of the al-
phabet, between G and I
ha

� ha /hɑ
/ interj an expression showing
surprise � Ha! There’s a mistake on page
one of the book!
habit

� habit /h�bt/ noun something that
someone does regularly � He has the habit
of biting his fingernails. � to develop or
get into the habit of doing something to
start to do something regularly � He’s get-
ting into the habit of playing football every
week. � to break the habit to stop doing
something which you used to do regularly
� I haven’t had a cigarette for six months –
I think I’ve broken the habit!
habitablehabitable /h�btəb(ə)l/ adj fit to live in
habitat

habitat /h�bt�t/ noun a place where an
animal or plant lives
habitationhabitation /�h�b |teʃ(ə)n/ noun a place
where someone lives
habitual

habitual /hə |btʃuəl/ adj regular, who
does something by habit � a habitual liar �
a habitual offender
hack

hack /h�k/ noun a badly paid journalist �
A bunch of hacks followed her everywhere.
� verb (hacks, hacking, hacked) 1. to cut
something roughly � He hacked at the tree
with an axe. 2. to enter a computer system
illegally � He hacked into the bank’s com-
puter.
hackerhacker /h�kə/ noun a person who enters
a computer system illegally
hackleshackles /h�k(ə)lz/ � feel or make your
hackles rise to begin to feel or to make you
feel angry
hackneyedhackneyed /h�knid/ adj used too often
hadhad /əd, həd, h�d/ past tense and past
participle of have
haddock

haddock /h�dək/ noun a white sea fish
hadn’t

hadn’t /h�d(ə)nt/ abbr for had not
haemophiliahaemophilia /�hi
mə|fliə/ noun a blood
disorder, usually of men, that can lead to
death from the smallest cut because the
bleeding will not stop quickly enough

haemophiliac

haemophiliac /�hi
mə |fli�k/ noun a
person who has haemophilia (NOTE: The
US spelling is hemophiliac.)
haemorrhagehaemorrhage /hem(ə)rd�/ noun 1.
bleeding where a large quantity of blood is
lost, especially bleeding from a burst blood
vessel � She had a haemorrhage and was
rushed to hospital. � He died of a brain
haemorrhage. 2. loss of money, members
or other resources � We are trying to stem
the haemorrhage of the company’s re-
sources. (NOTE: [all senses] The US spelling
is hemorrhage.)
haggardhaggard /h�(əd/ adj thin and tired
haggis

haggis /h�(s/ noun a Scottish dish,
made of the inner parts of a sheep cooked
in a bag made from the sheep’s stomach
hagglehaggle /h�((ə)l/ (haggles, haggling,
haggled) verb to argue about prices and
terms to try to reduce them (NOTE: You hag-
gle with someone over something.)
ha ha

ha ha /hɑ
 hɑ
/ interj 1. showing that you
find something funny � Ha ha! What a fun-
ny hat! 2. showing that you find something
surprising � Ha ha! I’ve caught you steal-
ing from the cash box again!
hailhail /hel/ noun frozen rain � I thought the
hail was going to break the windscreen. �

verb (hails, hailing, hailed) to fall as frozen
rain � It hailed for ten minutes and then the
sun came out.
hair

� hair /heə/ noun 1. a mass of long fibres
growing on your head � She has long
brown hair or her hair is long and brown.
� She always brushes her hair before
washing it. � You must get your hair cut. �
He’s had his hair cut short. � Use some
hair spray to keep your hair in place. 2.
one of the fibres growing on the body of a
human or animal � Waiter, there’s a hair in
my soup! � The cat has left hairs all over
the cushion. � He’s beginning to get some
grey hairs. � to split hairs to try to find
very small differences between things
when arguing � Stop splitting hairs, you
know you’re in the wrong.
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haircut

� haircut /heək�t/ noun 1. the cutting
of the hair on your head � You need a hair-
cut. � He went to get a haircut. 2. a style of
cutting hair � Have you seen his new hair-
cut?
hairdohairdo /heədu
/ (plural hairdos) noun a
hairstyle (informal) (NOTE: usually refers to
a woman’s hair)
hairdresser

� hairdresser /heədresə/ noun a per-
son who cuts and washes your hair
hair griphair grip /heə (rp/ noun a small bent
metal or plastic pin, used to keep the hair in
place
hairlinehairline /heəlan/ noun 1. the line where
your hair meets your forehead � He’s very
worried about his receding hairline. 2. a
very thin line or crack � Hairline cracks
appeared in the metal.
hairpinhairpin /heəpn/ noun a piece of bent
wire used to keep your hair in place
hairpin bendhairpin bend /�heəpn bend/ noun a
sharp bend on a mountain road
hair-raisinghair-raising /heə �rezŋ/ adj frighten-
ing
hair’s breadthhair’s breadth /heəz bredθ/ noun a
very small distance
hairstylehairstyle /heəstal/ noun the way in
which your hair has been cut or arranged
hairyhairy /heəri/ (hairier, hairiest) adj 1. cov-
ered with hairs � a hairy dog � He’s got
hairy arms. 2. frightening and dangerous
(informal) � Driving across that mountain
road in a snowstorm was the hairiest ride
I’ve ever had.
halalhalal /hə |lɑ
l/ adj describes meat from an-
imals killed according to Islamic law
half

� half /hɑ
f/ (plural halves) noun 1. one
of two parts which are the same in size �

She cut the orange in half. � One half of the
apple fell on the carpet. � Half of six is
three. 2. (in sport) one of two parts of a
match � Our team scored a goal in the first
half. � We thought we were going to win,
and then they scored in the final minutes of
the second half.
half-bakedhalf-baked /hɑ
f bekd/ adj not proper-
ly planned and therefore not practical
half boardhalf board /hɑ
f bɔ
d/ noun a rate for
breakfast and dinner at a hotel, but not
lunch
half-brotherhalf-brother /hɑ
f �br�ðə/ noun a
brother who has only one parent the same
as another brother or sister
half-heartedhalf-hearted /�hɑ
f hɑ
td/ adj not very
enthusiastic
half-hour

� half-hour /�hɑ
f aυə/ noun a period of
thirty minutes

half-hourlyhalf-hourly /�hɑ
f aυəli/ adj, adv every
thirty minutes � We have a half-hourly bus
service to town.
half measureshalf measures /hɑ
f me�əz/ plural
noun an plan or action which is begun but
not completed
half past

� half past /�hɑ
f pɑ
st/ phrase 30 min-
utes after an hour
half-sisterhalf-sister /hɑ
f �sstə/ noun a sister
who has only one parent the same as anoth-
er brother or sister
half-term

� half-term /�hɑ
f t#
m/ noun a short
holiday in the middle of a school term.
Compare midterm
half-timehalf-time /�hɑ
f tam/ noun a rest period
in the middle of a game
halfway

� halfway /�hɑ
f |we/ adv in the middle
� Come on, we’re more than halfway there!
� The post office is about halfway between
the station and our house. � to meet some-
one halfway, to go halfway to meet some-
one to compromise � I’ll meet you half-
way: I write the report and you present it at
the meeting.
halibuthalibut /h�lbət/ noun a large flat white
fish
hall

� hall /hɔ
l/ noun 1. a room just inside the
entrance to a house, where you can leave
your coat � Don’t wait in the hall, come
straight into the dining room. � She left her
umbrella in the hall. 2. a large room where
large numbers of people can come together
� The children have their dinner in the
school hall.
hallmarkhallmark /hɔ
lmɑ
k/ noun a mark put on
gold or silver items to show that the metal
is of the correct quality � The hallmark on
this old silver spoon has almost been worn
away.
hallo

� hallo /hə |ləυ/ another spelling of hello
hallucinatehallucinate /hə|lu
snet/ (halluci-
nates, hallucinating, hallucinated) verb to
imagine seeing or hearing someone or
something
hallwayhallway /hɔ
lwe/ noun a hall; a passage
at the entrance to a house or flat
halohalo /heləυ/ noun the ring of light round
the head of a holy person in a painting � A
painting of an archbishop with two saints,
each with a golden halo.
halt

� halt /hɔ
lt/ noun (plural same) a com-
plete stop � to come to a halt to stop com-
pletely � The lorry came to a halt just be-
fore the wall. � to call a halt to something
to make something stop � He tried to call
a halt to arguments inside the party. � to
grind to a halt to stop working gradually
� The whole plan ground to a halt for lack
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of funds. � verb (halts, halting, halted) to
stop something � The cars halted when the
traffic lights went red. � We are trying to
halt experiments on live animals.
haltinghalting /hɔ
ltŋ/ adj not sure
halvehalve /hɑ
v/ (halves, halving, halved)
verb to reduce something by half � Be-
cause the town has no cash, its budget has
been halved.
halves

� halves /hɑ
vz/ plural of half
hamham /h�m/ noun meat from a pig which
has been treated, e.g. with salt � She cut
three slices of ham. � We had a ham and to-
mato salad. � She had a ham sandwich for
lunch.
hamburger

� hamburger /h�mb#
(ə/ noun a
piece of minced beef grilled and served in
a toasted roll
hamlethamlet /h�mlət/ noun a little village
hammer

� hammer /h�mə/ noun a tool with a
heavy head for knocking nails � She hit the
nail hard with the hammer. � verb (ham-
mers, hammering, hammered) 1. to knock
something such as a nail into something
such as a piece of wood with a hammer � It
took him a few minutes to hammer the tent
pegs into the ground. 2. to hit something
hard, as with a hammer � He hammered the
table with his fist. � She hammered on the
door with her stick.

hammer out verb to go through long and
difficult discussions in order to reach
agreement on something

hammockhammock /h�mək/ noun a bed made
from a piece of fabric hanging between two
hooks
hamperhamper /h�mpə/ noun a large basket �
We packed the hamper with food for the
picnic. � verb (hampers, hampering, ham-
pered) to prevent something from happen-
ing or moving normally � Lack of funds is
hampering our development project. � The
heavy bags hampered her progress.
hamstringhamstring /h�mstrŋ/ noun the group
of tendons behind the knee, which connect
the thigh muscle to the bones in the lower
leg
hamstrunghamstrung /h�mstr�ŋ/ adj not able to
do what you want to
hand

� hand /h�nd/ noun 1. the part of the
body at the end of each arm, which you use
for holding things � She was carrying a
cup of tea in each hand. � She held out her
hand, asking for money. � they walked
along hand in hand they walked holding
each other by the hand 2. one of the two
long parts on a clock which move round
and show the time. The minute hand is

longer than the hour hand. � verb (hands,
handing, handed) to pass something to
someone � Can you hand me that box? �

She handed me all her money. � to give or
lend someone a hand with something to
help someone with something � Can you
lend a hand with moving the furniture? �
He gave me a hand with the washing up. �
to shake hands to hold someone’s hand to
show you are pleased to meet them or to
show that an agreement has been reached �
The visitors shook hands and the meeting
started.

hand down phrasal verb 1. to pass some-
thing from one generation to a younger
one � This is one of those folk tales which
have been handed down over the centu-
ries. � The house has been handed down
from father to son since the sixteenth cen-
tury. 2. to announce something publicly �
The judge handed down his verdict.
hand in� phrasal verb to give something
to someone such as a teacher or a police-
man � We handed in the money we had
found.
hand out phrasal verb to distribute some-
thing � Protesters were handing out leaf-
lets at the station.
hand over� phrasal verb to give some-
thing to someone � She handed over all
the documents to the lawyers.

handbag

� handbag /h�ndb�(/ noun a small
bag which a woman carries to hold small
things such as money or make-up
hand baggagehand baggage /h�nd �b�(d�/ noun
small cases carried by passengers onto a
plane
handbookhandbook /h�ndbυk/ noun a book
which gives instructions on how to use or
repair something
handbrakehandbrake /h�ndbrek/ noun a lever in
a vehicle which works the brakes
handcuffhandcuff /h�ndk�f/ (handcuffs, hand-
cuffing, handcuffed) verb to attach some-
thing with handcuffs
handcuffshandcuffs /h�ndk�fs/ plural noun two
metal rings connected by a chain, which
are locked round the wrists of someone
who is being arrested � He came out of the
court house in handcuffs.
handful

� handful /h�ndfυl/ noun 1. as much as
you can hold in your hand � She paid with
a handful of loose change. 2. a very few �

Only a handful of people came to the wed-
ding. 3. a difficult child � Their son is a bit
of a handful.
hand grenadehand grenade /h�nd (r |�ned/ noun a
small bomb usually thrown by hand
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handgunhandgun /h�nd(�n/ noun a small gun
which is carried in the hand
hand-heldhand-held /�h�nd held/ adj which can
be held in the hand
handicap

� handicap /h�ndik�p/ noun 1. a
physical or mental condition which makes
ordinary activities difficult (dated) � disa-
bility 2. something which puts you at a dis-
advantage � Not being able to drive is a
handicap in this job. � verb (handicaps,
handicapping, handicapped) to cause
someone difficulty � She was handicapped
on the trip by not being able to speak Rus-
sian.
handicapped

� handicapped /h�ndik�pt/ adj not
able to use part of the body or mind be-
cause of a permanent illness or injury � a
school for handicapped children (NOTE:
Many people avoid this term as it can cause
offence and prefer to say disabled.)
handiworkhandiwork /h�ndiw#
k/ noun work
done or made by yourself
handkerchief

� handkerchief /h�ŋkətʃf/ (plural
handkerchieves) noun a piece of cloth or
thin paper for wiping your nose
handle

� handle /h�nd(ə)l/ noun a part of
something which you hold in your hand to
carry something or to use something � I
turned the handle but the door didn’t open.
� Be careful, the handle of the frying pan
may be hot. � The handle has come off my
suitcase. � He broke the handle off the cup.
� verb (handles, handling, handled) to
move by hand � Be careful when you han-
dle the bottles of acid.
handlebarshandlebars /h�nd(ə)lbɑ
z/ plural noun
a bar for steering a bicycle or motorcycle �
The handlebars are too low, can you alter
their height?
handlinghandling /h�ndlŋ/ noun 1. the way in
which a person deals with something � a
situation that needs careful handling 2. the
way in which something can be controlled
or used 3. the transport and packaging of
goods 4. the buying or selling of goods
known to be stolen � convicted of handling
stolen goods
hand luggagehand luggage /h�nd �l�(d�/ noun
same as hand baggage
handmadehandmade /h�ndmed/ adj made by
hand, without using a machine
handouthandout /h�ndaυt/ noun 1. a gift such
as clothes or money, given to poor people �
The support group exists on handouts from
the government. 2. a printed information
sheet � You will all get handouts after the
lecture.

handoverhandover /h�ndəυvə/ noun the passing
of power to someone else
handpickedhandpicked /�h�nd|pkt/ adj carefully
chosen
handsethandset /h�ndset/ noun the part of a
telephone which you hold in your hand
hands-freehands-free /�h�ndz fri
/ adj able to be
used or operated without the use of the
hands
handshakehandshake /h�ndʃek/ noun the act of
shaking hands when meeting someone
handsomehandsome /h�ns(ə)m/ adj a handsome
man or boy has an attractive face � Her
boyfriend is very handsome. (NOTE: usually
used of men rather than women)
hands-onhands-on /�h�ndz ɒn/ adj practical and
done by yourself
hand-to-mouthhand-to-mouth /�h�nd tə maυθ/ adv
with only just enough money or food for
what is necessary to live each day
handwriting

� handwriting /h�ndratŋ/ noun
writing done by hand
handwrittenhandwritten /�h�nd |rt(ə)n/ adj written
by hand
handy

� handy /h�ndi/ adj practical and use-
ful � to come in handy to be useful � The
knife will come in handy when we are
camping.
handymanhandyman /h�ndim�n/ (plural handy-
men) noun someone who is skilled at doing
small jobs such as repairs
hang

� hang /h�ŋ/ (hangs, hanging, hung)
verb to attach one thing to another so that it
does not touch the ground [~from/on/over
etc] � Hang your coat on the hook behind
the door. � He hung his umbrella over the
back of his chair. � We hung the painting in
the hall. � The boys were hanging upside
down from a tree.

hang around� phrasal verb to wait in a
certain place without doing anything
much
hang back� phrasal verb to stay behind
when others go on
hang on� phrasal verb 1. to wait � If you
hang on a few minutes you will be able to
see her. 2. to hold something tight [~to] �
Hang on to the ladder and don’t look
down. 3. to keep something [~to]
(informal) � I’ve decided to hang on to my
shares until the price goes up.
hang out� phrasal verb 1. to hang things
outside on a string � They hung out flags
all around the square. � Mother’s hang-
ing out her washing to dry. 2. to wait in a
certain place without doing anything
much (informal) � Teenagers like to hang
out round the internet café.
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hang up� phrasal verb 1. to put some-
thing on a hanger or on a hook � Don’t
leave your jacket on the back of your
chair – hang it up! 2. to stop a telephone
conversation by putting the telephone
back on its hook � When I asked him
when he was going to pay, he hung up.

hangarhangar /h�ŋə/ noun a large shed for
keeping aircraft in (NOTE: Do not confuse
with hanger.)
hangerhanger /h�ŋə/ noun a device for hang-
ing things on
hang-gliderhang-glider /h�ŋ �(ladə/ noun 1. a
large cloth wing stretched over a light
frame, under which a person hangs, hold-
ing onto a bar which is used for steering
(NOTE: + hang-gliding n) 2. a person who
flies a hang-glider
hanginghanging /h�ŋŋ/ noun the act of killing
someone by hanging them off the ground �
The hangings took place in front of the
prison.
hangoverhangover /h�ŋəυvə/ noun 1. an un-
pleasant feeling after having drunk too
much alcohol � Last night’s party was
good but I’ve got a dreadful hangover this
morning. 2. a thing which is left over from
the past � This is a hangover from the old
days when inns always provided stables for
horses.
hang-uphang-up /h�ŋ �p/ noun a worry or anx-
ious feeling (informal)
hankerhanker /h�ŋkə/ (hankers, hankering,
hankered) verb to want something over a
long time
hanky-pankyhanky-panky /�h�ŋki p�ŋki/ noun 1.
activity which is strange or suspicious 2.
sexual behaviour
HanukkahHanukkah /hɑ
nəkə/ noun a Jewish re-
ligious festival in November or December
haphazardhaphazard /h�p |h�zəd/ adj done with-
out any plan
happen

� happen /h�pən/ (happens, happen-
ing, happened) verb 1. to take place � The
accident happened at the traffic lights. �

How did the accident happen? � Some-
thing happened to make all the buses late.
� He’s late – something must have hap-
pened to him. 2. � to happen to someone
or something to have an effect on some-
one or something � What’s happened to his
brother since he left school? � as it hap-
pens, as it happened completely by
chance � As it happens I have the car today
and can give you a lift. � It so happened
that my wife bumped into her at the super-
market.

happening

� happening /h�p(ə)nŋ/ noun an
event
happilyhappily /h�pli/ adv in a happy way
happinesshappiness /h�pinəs/ noun a feeling of
being happy
happy

� happy /h�pi/ adj 1. (of people) very
pleased � I’m happy to say we’re getting
married next month. � I’m so happy to hear
that you are better. � She’s very happy in
her job. 2. (of events) pleasant � It was the
happiest day of my life.
happy-go-luckyhappy-go-lucky /�h�pi (əυ l�ki/ adj
without any worries
happy hourhappy hour /h�pi aυə/ noun a period
when drinks are cheaper in a bar
happy mediumhappy medium /�h�pi mi
diəm/ noun
an agreement that includes something for
everyone
harangueharangue /hə|r�ŋ/ (harangues, ha-
ranguing, harangued) verb to make a loud
speech to someone � The president ha-
rangued the crowd for three hours. (NOTE:
+ harangue n)
harassharass /h�rəs, hə |r�s/ (harasses, har-
assing, harassed) verb to bother and wor-
ry someone
harassedharassed /h�rəst/ adj bothered and
worried
harassmentharassment /h�rəsmənt, hə |

r�smənt/ noun pestering and worrying
harbourharbour /hɑ
bə/ noun a place where
boats can come and tie up � The ship came
into harbour last night.
hard

� hard /hɑ
d/ adj 1. not soft � If you have
back trouble, you ought to get a hard bed.
� The ice cream is rock hard or hard as a
rock. � The cake she made is so hard I can’t
bite into it. 2. not easy � Some of the ques-
tions were very hard. � It’s hard to stay
happy when bad things happen. � adv
strongly � He hit the nail hard. � It’s snow-
ing very hard. � it’s hard to say it’s diffi-
cult to know � It’s hard to say if it’s going
to rain or not.
hardbackhardback /hɑ
db�k/, hardcover noun a
book bound in stiff card. Compare paper-
back
hardboardhardboard /hɑ
dbɔ
d/ noun artificial
board, made of little bits of wood mixed
with glue and pressed together
hard-boiledhard-boiled /�hɑ
d bɔld/ adj 1. (of an
egg) which has been boiled until the inside
is solid � Do you prefer your egg hard-
boiled or soft-boiled? 2. tough; not show-
ing any emotion � She’s pretty hard-boiled,
that sort of thing doesn’t bother her.
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hard copyhard copy /�hɑ
d kɒpi/ noun computer
data which has been printed on paper
hard corehard core /hɑ
d kɔ
/ noun a central
group � Most of the guests left before elev-
en, but the hard core of drinkers stayed till
two.
hard currencyhard currency /�hɑ
d k�rənsi/ noun
the currency of a country with a strong
economy, which can be changed into other
currencies easily
hard diskhard disk /�hɑ
d dsk/, hard drive noun
a disk which is fixed inside a computer
hardenharden /hɑ
d(ə)n/ (hardens, hardening,
hardened) verb 1. to become hard � Leave
the cement for a couple of days to harden.
� Attitudes are hardening as the transport
strike continues. 2. to make something
harder � We use specially hardened steel in
the construction. 3. to make someone more
experienced � a hardened criminal
hardenedhardened /hɑ
dənd/ adj so experienced
that something that most people would find
unpleasant or difficult seems ordinary
hard-headedhard-headed /�hɑ
d hedd/ adj practi-
cal or sensible
hard-heartedhard-hearted /�hɑ
d hɑ
td/ adj cruel
hard-hittinghard-hitting /�hɑ
d htŋ/ adj very crit-
ical
hardlinehardline /hɑ
dlan/ adj strict over policy
hardly

� hardly /hɑ
dli/ adv almost not � Do
you know her? – Hardly at all. � We hardly
slept a wink last night. � She hardly eats
anything at all.
hard-nosedhard-nosed /hɑ
d nəυzd/ adj tough;
determined
hard-pressedhard-pressed /�hɑ
d prest/ adj acting
under a lot of pressure
hard sellhard sell /�hɑ
d sel/ noun aggressive
selling
hardshiphardship /hɑ
dʃp/ noun difficult condi-
tions, suffering
hard shoulderhard shoulder /�hɑ
d ʃəυldə/ noun a
hard strip along the edge of a motorway,
used for stopping in an emergency
hard up

� hard up /�hɑ
d �p/ adj with very little
money (informal)
hardwarehardware /hɑ
dweə/ noun tools and
pans used in the home � I bought the paint
in a hardware shop.
hard-wiredhard-wired /hɑ
d waəd/ adj physically
connected to a computer system or net-
work
hard-wonhard-won /hɑ
d w�n/ adj achieved after
a big effort
hardwoodhardwood /hɑ
dwυd/ noun a slow-
growing tree, such as oak or teak, which
produces a hard wood

hardworkinghardworking /�hɑ
d|w#
kŋ/ adj who
works hard
hardyhardy /hɑ
di/ adj able to survive in cold
weather
harehare /heə/ noun a wild mammal like a
large rabbit � In the spring mountain hares
lose their white winter coats.
harebrainedharebrained /heəbrend/ adj not seri-
ous; not concentrating on essential things
haremharem /hɑ
ri
m/ noun 1. a group of
women who are the wives of the same man
in some Muslim societies, especially in the
past 2. the part of a Muslim house where
only women live
harlotharlot /hɑ
lət/ noun a woman who has
sex for money (dated)
harm

� harm /hɑ
m/ noun damage done to
people or animals � He didn’t mean to do
any harm or He meant no harm. � There’s
no harm in having a little drink before you
go to bed. � verb (harms, harming,
harmed) to physically affect something or
someone in a bad way � Luckily, the little
girl was not harmed. � The bad publicity
has harmed our reputation.
harmful

� harmful /hɑ
mf(ə)l/ adj which causes
damage
harmless

� harmless /hɑ
mləs/ adj which does
not upset or hurt anyone
harmonicaharmonica /hɑ
 |mɒnkə/ noun a mouth-
organ; a small musical instrument which
you play by blowing and sucking, and
moving across your mouth to get different
notes
harmoniousharmonious /hɑ
 |məυniəs/ adj 1.
sounding or looking good together 2.
friendly and cooperative � a harmonious
discussion between the heads of state.
harmoniseharmonise /hɑ
mənaz/ (harmonises,
harmonising, harmonised), harmonize
verb to go well together � Make sure the
colours of the curtains harmonise with the
carpet.
harmonyharmony /hɑ
məni/ (plural harmonies)
noun 1. agreeable musical sounds � The
group sang in harmony. 2. agreeable col-
ours, etc. � We are aiming to create a
pleasant harmony in the decoration of the
room. 3. a general peace � They want to
live in harmony with their neighbours.
harnessharness /hɑ
ns/ noun 1. straps used to
hold a horse to a cart 2. straps used to at-
tach something to a person � a parachute
harness � Make sure that you buy a push-
chair with a reliable baby harness.
harpharp /hɑ
p/ noun a musical instrument
shaped like a large triangle, played by the
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fingers plucking the strings � She plays the
harp in the local orchestra.
harpoonharpoon /hɑ
 |pu
n/ noun a long sharp
weapon used to kill whales (NOTE: + har-
poon v)
harrowingharrowing /h�rəυŋ/ adj which causes
mental pain
harshharsh /hɑ
ʃ/ adj 1. severe � The prosecu-
tor asked for a harsh sentence to fit the
crime. 2. rough � He shouted in a harsh
voice.
harvestharvest /hɑ
vst/ noun picking crops �

The corn harvest is in August. � verb (har-
vests, harvesting, harvested) to pick
crops � The corn will be ready to harvest
next week. � They have started harvesting
the grapes in the vineyard.
hashas /əz, həz, h�z/ 3rd person singular
present of have
has-beenhas-been /h�z bi
n/ noun a person no
longer as well-known or important as be-
fore (informal)
hashhash /h�ʃ/ noun 1. a dish prepared from
chopped meat and vegetables 2. hashish
hasn’thasn’t /h�z(ə)nt/ short for has not
hassle

� hassle /h�s(ə)l/ (informal) noun irri-
tating trouble � It was quite a hassle get-
ting tickets. � I got to the station early to
avoid all the hassle with the luggage. �

verb (hassles, hassling, hassled) to both-
er someone � Her boss is always hassling
her to work faster.
hastehaste /hest/ noun the speed of doing
something (formal)
hastenhasten /hes(ə)n/ (hastens, hastening,
hastened) verb 1. to go fast � The chief of
police hastened into the room. 2. to do
something fast � The government has has-
tened to deny the report in the paper. 3. to
make something go faster � Several weeks’
rest after your operation will hasten your
recovery.
hastyhasty /hesti/ (hastier, hastiest) adj
carelessly fast (NOTE: + hastily adv)
hat

� hat /h�t/ noun a piece of clothing
which you wear on your head � Take your
hat off when you go into a church. � He’s
bought a Russian fur hat for the winter.
hatchhatch /h�tʃ/ noun an opening in the deck
of a ship, or a cover for this opening � He
opened the hatch and went down into the
cabin. � verb (hatches, hatching,
hatched) to plan � They hatched a plot to
kidnap the Prime Minister’s daughter.
hatchbackhatchback /h�tʃb�k/ noun a type of
car where the back opens upwards as a
door

hatchethatchet /h�tʃt/ noun a small axe
hate

� hate /het/ verb (hates, hating, hated)
to dislike someone or something very
much � I think she hates me, but I don’t
know why. � I hate being late. � noun a
very strong feeling of not liking someone �
Her eyes were full of hate.
hatefulhateful /hetf(ə)l/ adj which makes peo-
ple dislike it
hate mailhate mail /het mel/ noun letters show-
ing that the writer hates someone
hatredhatred /hetrd/ noun a very strong feel-
ing of not liking someone or something � a
campaign against racial hatred � She had
a hatred of unfair treatment.
hat trickhat trick /h�t trk/ noun a score of three
goals or wins by the same person in a sport
haughtyhaughty /hɔ
ti/ (haughtier, haughtiest)
adj extremely proud and unpleasant (NOTE:
+ haughtily adv; haughtiness n)
haulhaul /hɔ
l/ (hauls, hauling, hauled) verb
to pull something with effort � They hauled
the boat up onto the beach.
haunthaunt /hɔ
nt/ noun a place which you vis-
it frequently � I went back to some of my
old haunts. � The pub is a favourite haunt
of actors. � verb (haunts, haunting, haunt-
ed) (of ghosts) to visit something frequent-
ly � The castle is supposed to be haunted
by the ghost of a soldier.
hauntedhaunted /hɔ
ntd/ adj visited by ghosts
hauntinghaunting /hɔ
ntŋ/ adj sad and wonder-
ful
have

� have /həv, əv, h�v/ (has, having,
had) verb 1. to own something � She has a
lot of money. � They have a new green car.
� She has long dark hair. � The house has
no telephone. � Do you have a table for
three, please? 2. to take or eat something �
Have you had any tea? � She has sugar in
her coffee. � They had a meal of bread and
cheese. � She had her breakfast in bed. �
They had a game of tennis. � I had a long
walk. 3. to arrange for something to be
done for you � I must have my hair cut. �
She’s having the house painted. 4. used to
form the present and past perfect form of
verbs � Have they finished their work? �

She has never been to Paris. � They had
finished supper when we arrived. � I ha-
ven’t seen him for two days. � If she had
asked me I would have said no. 5. used to
introduce good wishes to someone � Have
a nice day! � Have a good trip!

have got phrasal verb 1. to own some-
thing � She’s got dark hair. � Have you
got a table for three, please? � They’ve
got a new green car. � The house hasn’t
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got a telephone. � They haven’t got
enough to eat. 2. used to mean ‘must’ �

Why have you got to go so early? � She’s
got to learn to drive.
have on phrasal verb 1. � to have or have
got something on to be wearing some-
thing � What did she have on at the par-
ty? 2. � to have something on to have
something planned (informal) � I haven’t
anything on tonight so I’ll be able to fin-
ish painting the bathroom. 3. � to have
someone on to trick someone (informal)
� I think he’s having you on.

havenhaven /hev(ə)n/ noun a safe port or safe
place
haven’t

� haven’t /h�v(ə)nt/ short for have not
havochavoc /h�vək/ noun damage
hawkhawk /hɔ
k/ noun a person who prefers
military action to diplomacy � Curiously,
it’s the military commanders who are the
doves and the president and his advisers
are the hawks.
hay

� hay /he/ noun dried grass used to feed
animals such as cows
hayfeverhayfever /hefi
və/ noun an inflamma-
tion of the nose and eyes caused by an al-
lergy to flowers, pollen, scent or dust
hazardhazard /h�zəd/ noun a dangerous situa-
tion � Don’t leave those cardboard boxes
in the passage – they’re a fire hazard. �

verb (hazards, hazarding, hazarded) to
risk something
hazardoushazardous /h�zədəs/ adj risky or dan-
gerous
hazehaze /hez/ noun 1. mist, smoke or dust
suspended in the atmosphere, reducing vis-
ibility 2. not being able to think or remem-
ber clearly � He was in a haze when he
came round after the operation.
hazyhazy /hezi/ (hazier, haziest) adj 1. misty
� It was too hazy for us to get a good view
from the top of the cliff. 2. vague � I have a
hazy recollection of the party. � He report-
ed the accident to the police but was very
hazy about some of the details.
he

� he /hi, hi
/ pron referring to a man or
boy, and some animals � He’s my brother.
� He and I met in Oxford. � He’s eaten all
my pudding. � Don’t be frightened of the
dog – he won’t hurt you. � him, his (NOTE:
When it is the object, he becomes him: He
hit the ball or The ball hit him. When it fol-
lows the verb to be, he usually becomes
him: Who’s that? – It’s him, the man who
borrowed my knife.)
head

� head /hed/ noun 1. the top part of the
body, where your eyes, nose, mouth and
brain are � He says he can relax by stand-

ing on his head. � She hit her head on the
cupboard door. 2. your brain; intelligence
� She has a good head for figures. � He
tried to do the sum in his head. � If we all
put our heads together we might come up
with a solution. 3. the first place � An old
lady was standing at the head of the queue.
� His name comes at the head of the list. 4.
the most important person � She’s head of
the sales department. � The head waiter
showed us to our table. 5. one person, or
one animal, when counting � She counted
heads as the children got onto the coach. �
There are fifty head of sheep in the flock. �
verb (heads, heading, headed) to go to-
wards something � She headed immediate-
ly for the manager’s office. � The car head-
ed east along the motorway. � He’s head-
ing towards the Channel ports. � She’s
heading for trouble. � to shake your head
to move your head from side to side to
mean ‘no’ � She asked him if he wanted
any more coffee and he shook his head.

head off phrasal verb 1. to prevent some-
thing from taking place � They offered
the staff more pay in order to head off a
strike. 2. to go away in a certain direction
� They headed off into the jungle.

headacheheadache /hedek/ noun a pain in your
head � I’ve got a bad headache.
headcountheadcount /hedkaυnt/ noun the proc-
ess of counting the people in a group one
by one
headerheader /hedə/ noun 1. the act of hitting a
ball with your head � He scored with a
header. 2. a dive � He took a header into
the waves. 3. words or page numbers at the
top of a page of a book or document
head-firsthead-first /�hed f#
st/ adv 1. with your
head first � He tripped and fell head-first
down the stairs. 2. hastily � Don’t rush
head-first into a deal with someone you
hardly know.
headgearheadgear /hed(ə/ noun something
which is worn on the head
headhunterheadhunter /hedh�ntə/ noun a person
or company that looks for top managers
and offers them jobs in other companies
headingheading /hedŋ/ noun words at the top
of a piece of text. � subheading
headline

� headline /hedlan/ noun words in
large letters on the front page of a newspa-
per � Did you see the headlines about the
accident?
headlongheadlong /hedlɒŋ/ adj rushing � the
headlong flight of the people of the villages
in front of the advancing army � adv rush-
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ing � The soldiers rushed headlong into the
crowd.
headmaster

� headmaster /hed |mɑ
stə/ noun a
man who is in charge of a school
headmistressheadmistress /hed |mstrəs/ noun a
woman who is in charge of a school
head officehead office /�hed ɒfs/ noun the main
office where the directors work and meet
head-on

� head-on /hed ɒn/ adj, adv 1. with the
front first; direct � We had a head-on con-
frontation with the police. 2. directly � He
decided to meet the objections head-on.
headphonesheadphones /hedfəυnz/ plural noun
equipment which you put on your ears to
listen to sounds privately
headquartersheadquarters /hed|kwɔ
təz/ noun the
main offices of a large organisation � Sev-
eral people were arrested and taken to po-
lice headquarters. Abbreviation HQ
headrestheadrest /hedrest/ noun a cushion on
top of a car seat against which you can lean
your head
headroomheadroom /hedru
m/ noun the amount
of space needed to be able to sit or walk up-
right
headsetheadset /hedset/ noun a set of head-
phones for listening to something such as
the telephone, the radio or a CD, which fits
over your ears with a band across the top of
your head, and sometimes has a micro-
phone attached
headstoneheadstone /hedstəυn/ noun a piece of
stone standing at the end of a grave with
the name of the dead person written on it
headstrongheadstrong /hedstrɒŋ/ adj determined
to do what you want
head teacherhead teacher /�hed ti
tʃə/ noun a man
or woman who is in charge of a school
head-to-headhead-to-head /�hed tə hed/ adv, adj
competing directly with someone or some-
thing � a head-to-head contest � The win-
ner of this game will go head-to-head with
the reigning champion.
headwindheadwind /hedwnd/ noun a wind
blowing towards you
headyheady /hedi/ (headier, headiest) adj
strong and likely to affect your senses,
such as making you drunk or excited
healheal /hi
l/ (heals, healing, healed) verb to
make someone or something healthy again,
or to become healthy again � She claims to
be able to heal people through touch. �

This should help the wound to heal. (NOTE:
Do not confuse with heel.)
healinghealing /hi
lŋ/ noun the action of mak-
ing something or someone healthy � The
healing of the sick is her vocation.

health

� health /helθ/ noun the fact of being
well or being free from any illness � He
has enjoyed the best of health for years. �
Smoking is bad for your health.
health carehealth care /helθkeə/ noun the services
which take care of people’s health, e.g.
doctors and dentists
health centrehealth centre /helθ �sentə/ noun a
building with various doctors and special-
ists
health clubhealth club /helθ kl�b/ noun a club for
people who want to improve their health,
e.g. by taking exercise and dieting
health insurancehealth insurance /helθ n |�ʃυərəns/
noun insurance which pays the cost of
medical treatment if you are ill
health servicehealth service /helθ �s#
vs/ noun an
organisation in a district or country which
is in charge of providing health care to the
public
healthy

� healthy /helθi/ adj 1. not ill � He’s
healthier than he has ever been. 2. making
you stay fit and well � the healthiest place
in England � She’s keeping to a healthy di-
et.
heapheap /hi
p/ noun a pile � a heap of coal �
Step over that heap of rubbish. � verb
(heaps, heaping, heaped) to pile things up
� A pile of presents were heaped under the
Christmas tree. � Boxes were heaped up on
the station platform.
hear

� hear /hə/ (hears, hearing, heard) verb
1. to notice sounds with your ears  � He
heard footsteps behind him. � You could
hear the sound of church bells in the dis-
tance. � I heard her drive up in the car. �
Can you hear him singing in the bath? 2. to
listen to something � Did you hear the talk
on the radio? � I heard it on the BBC news.
3. to get information [~(that)/~about/~from/]
� I hear he’s got a new job. � Have you’ve
heard about Joe’s promotion? � We have
not heard from them for some time.

hear of� phrasal verb to know about
something � I’ve heard of a new restau-
rant in the High Street. � She’s never
heard of the Rolling Stones.

hearing

� hearing /hərŋ/ noun the ability to
hear � Bats have a very sharp sense of
hearing. � She has hearing difficulties.
hearing aidhearing aid /hərŋ ed/ noun an elec-
tric device put in your ear to make you hear
better
hearing-impairedhearing-impaired /�hərŋ m |peəd/
adj not able to hear properly
hearsayhearsay /həse/ noun what people say,
rather than what is true
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hearsehearse /h#
s/ noun a vehicle for carrying
a coffin
heart

� heart /hɑ
t/ noun 1. a main organ in the
body, which pumps blood around it � She
isn’t dead – her heart’s still beating. � The
doctor listened to his heart. � He has had
heart trouble for years. 2. your feelings
and emotions � My heart sank when I real-
ised that he hadn’t read my letter. 3. a cen-
tre or middle � The restaurant is in the
heart of the old town. 4. one of the red sets
in a game of cards, with a symbol shaped
like a heart � My last card was the ten of
hearts. (NOTE: The other red suit is dia-
monds; clubs and spades are the black
suits.)
heartacheheartache /hɑ
tek/ noun great sadness
and worry
heart attack

� heart attack /hɑ
t ə |�t�k/ noun a
condition where the heart suffers from a re-
duced blood supply because an artery has
become blocked
heartbeatheartbeat /hɑ
tbi
t/ noun a regular
noise made by the heart as it pumps blood
heartbreakheartbreak /hɑ
tbrek/ noun great sad-
ness and worry
heartbreakingheartbreaking /hɑ
tbrekŋ/ adj very
sad and worrying
heartbrokenheartbroken /hɑ
tbrəυkən/ adj very
sad and upset
heartburnheartburn /hɑ
tb#
n/ noun indigestion
causing a burning feeling in the stomach
heart disease

� heart disease /hɑ
t d|�zi
z/ noun
any disease affecting the heart
heartenedheartened /hɑ
tənd/ adj feeling more
cheerful or encouraged
heart failureheart failure /hɑ
t �feljə/ noun a dan-
gerous condition when the heart has
stopped beating
heartfeltheartfelt /hɑ
tfelt/ adj sincere
hearthhearth /hɑ
θ/ noun a hole in the wall of a
room where you can light a fire for heating
heartlandheartland /hɑ
tl�nd/ noun a region
where certain activities are concentrated
heartlessheartless /hɑ
tləs/ adj cruel; not having
any pity
heartrendingheartrending /hɑ
trendŋ/ adj very sad
for someone
heart-stoppingheart-stopping /hɑ
t �stɒpŋ/ adj very
frightening or shocking
heart-to-heartheart-to-heart /�hɑ
t tə hɑ
t/ noun a
serious private talk � I will have a heart-to-
heart with him.
heartwarmingheartwarming /hɑ
twɔ
mŋ/ adj mak-
ing you feel happy
heartyhearty /hɑ
ti/ (heartier, heartiest) adj
big (NOTE: + heartily adv)

heat

� heat /hi
t/ noun 1. the state of being hot
� The heat of the sun made the ice cream
melt. 2. one part of a sports competition �

There are two heats before the final race. �
verb (heats, heating, heated) to make
something hot � Can you heat the soup
while I’m getting the table ready? � The
room was heated by a small electric fire. �
Heat the milk to room temperature.
heated

� heated /hi
td/ adj 1. made warm �

The car has a heated rear window. 2. angry
� There was a heated discussion after the
meeting. � The students became very heat-
ed during the debate.
heater

� heater /hi
tə/ noun a machine for
heating a room
heathheath /hi
θ/ noun an area of dry sandy
acid soil with low plants such as heather
and gorse growing on it
heatherheather /heðə/ noun a low plant with
mainly purple or pink flowers common in
hilly areas
heating

� heating /hi
tŋ/ noun a way of keep-
ing a place such as a house or an office
warm
heatwaveheatwave /hi
twev/ noun a period of
very hot weather
heave

� heave /hi
v/ noun a strong hard pull �
One more heave, and we should pull down
the tree. � verb (heaves, heaving, heaved)
1. to pull something hard � They heaved on
the anchor to pull it up. 2. to throw some-
thing � He heaved a brick through the win-
dow. 3. to breathe heavily � She heaved a
sigh, and picked up the phone. � We all
heaved a collective sigh of relief when he
left.
heaven

� heaven /hev(ə)n/ noun 1. a beautiful
place believed by some people to be where
good people go after death � She believes
that when she dies she will go to heaven. 2.
� good heavens an expression showing
you are surprised � Good heavens! It’s al-
most 10 o’clock! � for heaven’s sake an
expression showing you are annoyed, or
that something is important � What are you
screaming for? – It’s only a little mouse,
for heaven’s sake. � For heaven’s sake try
to be quiet, we don’t want the guards to
hear us! � good heavens an expression
showing you are surprised � Good heav-
ens! It’s almost 10 o’clock!
heavily

� heavily /hevli/ adv 1. with force � He
sat down heavily on the little chair. 2. to a
great extent; very much � The company
was heavily criticised in the press. � She is
heavily in debt. � It rained heavily during
the night.
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heavy

� heavy /hevi/ adj 1. weighing a lot �
This suitcase is so heavy I can hardly lift it.
� She’s heavier than I am. 2. in large
amounts � There has been a heavy demand
for the book. � There was a heavy fall of
snow during the night. � The radio says
there is heavy traffic in the centre of town.
� to be a heavy smoker to smoke a lot of
cigarettes � to be a heavy drinker to drink
a lot of alcohol
heavy-dutyheavy-duty /�hevi dju
ti/ adj made for
rough work
heavy-handedheavy-handed /�hevi h�ndd/ adj not
delicate
heavy industryheavy industry /�hevi ndəstri/ noun
industry which makes large products such
as steel bars, ships or railway lines
heavy metalheavy metal /�hevi met(ə)l/ noun a
type of loud music with electric guitars
heavyweightheavyweight /heviwet/ noun 1. the
largest and heaviest class of boxer � the
heavyweight champion � a heavyweight ti-
tle fight 2. a person who has a lot of influ-
ence � He’s the director of the National
Theatre – a heavyweight in the theatre
world.
HebrewHebrew /hi
bru
/ noun 1. the official lan-
guage of Israel 2. a Jewish person who
lived in Israel in ancient times
heckleheckle /hek(ə)l/ (heckles, heckling,
heckled) verb to call out and interrupt a
public speaker (NOTE: + heckler n)
hectare

� hectare /hekteə/ noun an area of land
measuring 100 metres by 100 metres, i.e.
10,000 square metres, or 2.47 acres
hectichectic /hektk/ adj very active
he’dhe’d /hid, hi
d/ short form 1. he had 2. he
would
hedgehedge /hed�/ noun a row of bushes plant-
ed and kept in an even shape to form a
screen round a field or garden � There is a
thick hedge round the churchyard.
hedgehoghedgehog /hed�hɒ(/ noun a small ani-
mal with its back covered in spines
hedgerowhedgerow /hed�rəυ/ noun a line of
bushes forming a hedge round a field or
along a country road
hedonisthedonist /hi
d(ə)nst/ noun a person
who only lives for pleasure
heedheed /hi
d/ (heeds, heeding, heeded)
verb to pay attention to something � She
didn’t heed the doctor’s warning.
heelheel /hi
l/ noun 1. the back part of the foot
� After walking, she got sore heels. 2. the
back part of a sock or shoe � He’s got a
hole in the heel of his sock. � She always

wears shoes with high heels or high-heeled
shoes.
heftyhefty /hefti/ (heftier, heftiest) adj 1.
strong � We need a couple of hefty lads to
move the table. 2. large � He had a hefty
pay increase. � You’ll pay a hefty fine if you
get caught.
heiferheifer /hefə/ noun a young cow which
has not had a calf
height

� height /hat/ noun 1. a measurement of
how high something is or how tall someone
is � The height of the bridge is only three
metres. 2. the highest point � looking down
on the city from the heights around
heightenheighten /hat(ə)n/ (heightens, height-
ening, heightened) verb to increase some-
thing
heinousheinous /henəs/ adj very bad (formal)
heirheir /eə/ noun a man or woman who will
inherit something from someone after that
person’s death � He’s the heir to the bank-
ing fortune. � Her heirs divided the estate
between them.
heiressheiress /eəres/ noun a woman who will
inherit something from someone after that
person’s death
heirloomheirloom /eəlu
m/ noun a valuable ob-
ject which has belonged to a family for a
long time
held

� held /held/ past tense and past partici-
ple of hold
helicopterhelicopter /helkɒptə/ noun an aircraft
with a set of large flat blades on top that
spin round, making it rise straight up in the
air
heliumhelium /hi
liəm/ noun a light inert gas,
often used in balloons
hell

� hell /hel/ noun 1. a place where some
people believe bad people are sent after
they die � Medieval pictures show hell as a
burning place. 2. a very unpleasant place
or experience � It’s hell working in the of-
fice these days. 3. used to emphasise what
you are saying (informal) � What the hell’s
been going on here? � Am I going to lend
you £50? Am I hell! (NOTE: Using expres-
sions that include the word hell is offensive
to some people.)
he’llhe’ll /hil, hi
l/ short form he will
hello

� hello /hə |ləυ/ interj used as a greeting �
She called hello from the other side of the
street. � Hello Mary! I’m glad to see you. �
When you see her, say hello to her from me.
(NOTE: also spelled hallo, hullo.)
helmhelm /helm/ noun a wheel or bar with
which a ship or boat is steered � He put the
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helm hard to starboard as soon as he saw
the iceberg.
helmet

helmet /helmt/ noun a solid hat used as
a protection
help

� help /help/ noun 1. something which
makes it easier for you to do something
[~with/~in] � Do you need any help with
moving the furniture? � She finds the word-
processor a great help in writing her book.
2. the act of making it easier for someone
to do something � People were calling for
help from the ruins of the house. � The
nurses offered help to people injured in the
accident. � verb (helps, helping, helped)
to make it easier for someone to do some-
thing � The government wants to help
small businesses. � Your father can help
you with your homework. � to help some-
body (to) do something to do something
with somebody else so that it is easier for
them � One of my friends helped me move
the piano into the bedroom.

help out phrasal verb to help someone in
an emergency

help desk

help desk /help desk/ noun a service
which helps people with computer prob-
lems
helper

helper /helpə/ noun a person who helps
someone do a particular job or task, espe-
cially without being paid
helpful

� helpful /helpf(ə)l/ adj useful or giving
help to someone � She made some helpful
suggestions. � They were very helpful when
we moved house.
helping

� helping /helpŋ/ noun an amount of
food for one person � The helpings in this
restaurant are very small. � Children’s
helpings are not as large as those for
adults.
helpless

� helpless /helpləs/ adj not able to do
anything to make a bad situation better
helpline

helpline /helplan/ noun a special phone
number for people to call when they need
help
hem

hem /hem/ noun the sewn edge of a piece
of clothing, e.g. a skirt or dress � She was
wearing a long skirt, with the hem touching
the floor. � verb (hems, hemming,
hemmed) to make the hem of a piece of
clothing, e.g. a skirt or dress � I’ve almost
finished the skirt, it just needs to be
hemmed.
hemisphere

hemisphere /hemsfə/ noun half of a
sphere
hemp

hemp /hemp/ noun a plant used to make
ropes and sacks

henhen /hen/ noun an adult female chicken �
The hens were scared by the fox. � Look,
one of the hens has laid an egg!
hence

� hence /hens/ adv in the future � Five
months hence, the situation should be bet-
ter.
henchmanhenchman /hentʃmən/ (plural hench-
men) noun a political assistant or body-
guard; a person who assists or protects an
important person
hen nighthen night /hen nat/, hen party noun a
party for women only (NOTE: A party for
men only, is a stag party or stag night.)
hepatitishepatitis /�hepə |tats/ noun an infec-
tious disease of the liver
her

� her /ə, hə, h#
/ object pronoun refer-
ring to a female � There’s a parcel for her
in reception. � Did you see her? � He told
her to go away. � adj belonging to a female,
a ship or a country � Someone has stolen
all her luggage. � Have you seen her fa-
ther? � The dog doesn’t want to eat her
food. � France is helping her businesses to
sell more abroad.
heraldherald /herəld/ (heralds, heralding, her-
alded) verb to be a sign of something com-
ing � dark clouds that herald stormy
weather � The statistics seem to herald an
end to the recession.
herbherb /h#
b/ noun a plant used to give fla-
vour to food, or as a medicine
herbicideherbicide /h#
bsad/ noun a chemical
which kills plants, especially weeds
herbivoreherbivore /h#
bvɔ
/ noun an animal
which eats plants
herdherd /h#
d/ noun a group of animals, es-
pecially cows � Herds of cattle were graz-
ing on the hillside. (NOTE: Do not confuse
with heard. The word herd is usually used
with cattle; for sheep, goats, and birds, the
word to use is flock.)
here

� here /hə/ adv 1. in this place � I’ll sit
here in the shade and wait for you. � Here
are the keys you lost. � I’ll put the book
down here next to your computer. � They
have been living here in England for a long
time. 2. to this place � Come here at once!
� Can you bring the chairs here, please? �
Here comes the bus! � here you are take
this � Here you are, today’s newspaper!
hereditaryhereditary /hə |redt(ə)ri/ adj 1. passed
from parent to child biologically 2. passed
from parent to child as a legal right � a he-
reditary title
heredityheredity /hə|redti/ noun the occurrence
of physical or mental characteristics in
children which are inherited from their par-
ents
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heresyheresy /herəsi/ noun a wrong opinion or
belief, especially wrong religious belief
hereticheretic /herətk/ noun a person who
holds wrong religious beliefs
heritageheritage /hertd�/ noun the national
treasure passed from one generation to the
next
hermithermit /h#
mt/ noun a person who
chooses to live alone outside the communi-
ty
herniahernia /h#
niə/ noun a medical condition
in which an organ bulges through a hole or
weakness in the wall which surrounds it
hero

� hero /hərəυ/ (plural heroes) noun 1. a
brave man � The hero of the fire was the
man who managed to rescue the children
from an upstairs room. 2. the main male
character in something such as a book, play
or film � The hero of the story is a little boy.
heroicheroic /h |rəυk/ adj like a hero
heroicsheroics /h |rəυks/ plural noun very
brave actions
heroinheroin /herəυn/ noun a strong addictive
illegal drug made from poppies (NOTE: Do
not confuse with heroine.)
heroineheroine /herəυn/ noun 1. a brave wom-
an � The heroine of the accident was a
passing cyclist who pulled the children out
of the burning car. 2. the main female char-
acter in something such as a book, play or
film � The heroine of the film is a school
teacher. (NOTE: Do not confuse with heroin.)
heroismheroism /herəυz(ə)m/ noun bravery
heronheron /herən/ noun a tall, usually grey,
water bird with a long neck and long legs
herpesherpes /h#
pi
z/ noun a disease caused
by a virus, which causes small blisters
herringherring /herŋ/ noun a small silver sea
fish � She had grilled herrings for dinner.
hers

� hers /h#
z/ pron belonging to her �
That watch is hers, not mine.
herself

� herself /ə |self, hə|self/ pron used for
referring back to a female subject � The
manager wrote to me herself. � Did your
sister enjoy herself? � She’s too young to
be able to dress herself.
hertzhertz /h#
ts/ noun the standard unit of fre-
quency of radio waves (NOTE: no plural)
he’s

� he’s /hiz, hi
z/ short form 1. he has 2.
he is
hesitanthesitant /hezt(ə)nt/ adj slow and cau-
tious
hesitatehesitate /heztet/ (hesitates, hesitat-
ing, hesitated) verb to be slow to speak or
make a decision � He hesitated for a mo-
ment and then said ‘no’. � She’s hesitating
about whether to accept the job.

hesitationhesitation /�hez |teʃ(ə)n/ noun the act
of waiting and not deciding
heterosexualheterosexual /�hetərəυ |sekʃuəl/ adj,
noun sexually attracted to people of the op-
posite sex. Compare bisexual, homosexu-
al
heterosexualityheterosexuality /�hetərəυsekʃu |�lti/
noun the fact of being heterosexual
hexagonhexagon /heksə(ən/ noun (in geometry)
a shape with six sides
hey!hey! /he/ interj showing a greeting or sur-
prise � Hey, you! What are you doing
there? � Hey! That’s my chair!
heydayheyday /hede/ noun a time of greatest
success, popularity or power
HGV

� HGV abbr heavy goods vehicle
hihi /ha/ interj showing a greeting � Hi! I’m
your tour leader. � Hi, Mary! How are you
today? � Say hi to her from me.
hiatushiatus /ha|etəs/ (plural hiatuses or
same) noun a gap or interruption
hibernatehibernate /habənet/ (hibernates, hi-
bernating, hibernated) verb (of an animal )
to sleep during the winter, either complete-
ly unconscious or semi-conscious (NOTE: +
hibernation n)
hiccuphiccup /hk�p/, hiccough noun 1. a sud-
den high sound that you sometimes make
in your throat, e.g. if you have been eating
too quickly � She had an attack of hiccups.
� He got the hiccups from laughing too
much. 2. a small thing which goes wrong �
There has been a slight hiccup in the deliv-
ery of our supplies. � verb (hiccups, hic-
cupping, hiccupped) to make a hiccup �
She patted him on the back when he sud-
denly started to hiccup. � He hiccupped so
loudly that everyone in the restaurant
stared at him.
hid

� hid /hd/ past tense of hide
hidden

� hidden /hd(ə)n/ adj which cannot be
seen or found easily � There’s a hidden
safe in the wall behind his desk. � They say
there’s some hidden treasure in the castle.
� hide
hidden agendahidden agenda /�hd(ə)n ə|d�endə/
noun a secret reason for doing something
which will be to your advantage
hide

� hide /had/ (hides, hiding, hid, hidden
or hid) verb 1. to put something where no
one can see or find it [~behind/under/in etc]
� She hid the presents in the kitchen. �
Someone has hidden my car keys. 2. to put
yourself where no one can see or find you
[~behind/under/in etc/~from] � The children
hid from us behind the bushes.

hide away phrasal verb to go to a place
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where you can be away from other peo-
ple

hide-and-seekhide-and-seek /�had ən si
k/ noun a
children’s game, in which one person hides
and the others try to find him or her
hideoushideous /hdiəs/ adj extremely unpleas-
ant to look at � Where did she get that hid-
eous dress?
hide-outhide-out /hadaυt/ noun a secret place
where you cannot be found
hiding

� hiding /hadŋ/ noun a situation in
which you have put yourself where no one
can find you � He stayed in hiding for three
days until the soldiers left the village. �

They decided to go into hiding for a time
until the police called off their search.
hierarchy

� hierarchy /haərɑ
ki/ noun 1. ar-
rangement in ranks � There is a strict hier-
archy in the army. 2. the people in the up-
per ranks of an organisation � The party hi-
erarchy met to elect a new leader. � The
church hierarchy has condemned the at-
tack.
hi-fihi-fi /�ha |fa/ (plural hi-fis) noun 1. a very
accurate reproduction of sound by equip-
ment such as a CD player and amplifier �
The company is a leading manufacturer of
hi-fi audio equipment. 2. a set of equipment
for playing CDs or cassettes or for listen-
ing to the radio � He played the CD on his
hi-fi.
high

� high /ha/ adj 1. far above other things
� Everest is the highest mountain in the
world. � The new building is 20 storeys
high. � The kitchen has a high ceiling. �

The door is not high enough for us to get
the wardrobe into the bedroom. � height
(NOTE: High is used with figures: the moun-
tain is 1,000 metres high. High also refers to
things that are a long way above the ground:
a high mountain, high clouds. For people
and narrow things like trees use tall: a tall
man.) 2. large in quantity � the high level of
unemployment in the country � He earns a
high income. � High prices put customers
off. � The car shakes when going at high
speeds. � The price of petrol is higher eve-
ry year. � adv above; up in the air � The sun
rose high in the sky. � The bird flew higher
and higher.
highbrowhighbrow /habraυ/ adj with a high in-
tellectual content
high chairhigh chair /ha tʃeə/ noun a baby’s
chair at a level with a table, sometimes
with a tray in front of the baby
high-classhigh-class /�ha klɑ
s/ adj of very good
quality

HigherHigher /haə/ noun (in Scotland) an ex-
amination in various subjects taken in fifth
or sixth year at secondary school
higher education

� higher education /�haər edjυ|

keʃ(ə)n/ noun education in universities
and colleges
high fivehigh five /ha fav/ noun a greeting in
which two people each raise an arm and
slap palms
high-flyerhigh-flyer /ha flaə/ noun a person who
has great potential and ambition
high-gradehigh-grade /ha (red/ adj of a very
good quality
high-handedhigh-handed /�ha h�ndd/ adj with no
respect for other people or customs
high heelshigh heels /ha hi
lz/ plural noun very
high thin heels, on women’s shoes � You
are not allowed to walk on the polished
floor of the museum in high heels.
highlandshighlands /haləndz/ plural noun a
mountain region � the Malaysian High-
lands � the Scottish Highlands
high-levelhigh-level /ha �lev(ə)l/ adj important;
composed of important people
highlight

� highlight /halat/ noun the most im-
portant or interesting event � The highlight
of our tour of Greece was our visit to the
Parthenon. � verb (highlights, highlight-
ing, highlighted) 1. to draw attention to
something � The report highlights various
problems. 2. to make part of a text stand out
from the rest � The headings are highlight-
ed in bold. � The report highlights various
problems.
highlighter

� highlighter /halatə/ noun a marker
pen; a coloured felt pen used to highlight
text
highlightshighlights /halats/ plural noun 1. a se-
lection of the best parts of a sporting event
which are repeated on TV � highlights of
this afternoon’s game 2. streaks in your
hair which have been dyed a pale colour 3.
characters which stand out from the text on
a screen by being brighter than the rest
highly

� highly /hali/ adv used before some
adjectives to mean ‘very well’ � highly
priced meals � The restaurant has been
highly recommended. � Their employees
are not very highly paid.
high-pitchedhigh-pitched /�ha ptʃt/ adj making a
shrill sound
high pointhigh point /ha pɒnt/ noun the best
moment
high-poweredhigh-powered /�ha paυəd/ adj very
powerful
high-profilehigh-profile /�ha prəυfal/ adj who is
often in the news
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high-rise

high-rise /ha raz/ adj with many sto-
reys
high school

high school /ha sku
l/ noun 1. a sec-
ondary school for children aged from 11 to
18 2. US a secondary school, from grade 9
to grade 12 � He’s in grade 10 or tenth
grade at high school.
high season

high season /�ha si
z(ə)n/ noun a pe-
riod when there are lots of travellers and
when fares are high, usually the period
from July to September. Compare low sea-
son
high street

� high street /ha stri
t/, High Street
noun the most important street in a village
or town, where shops and banks are (NOTE:
often written High St. The US term is Main
Street.)
high tech

� high tech /�ha tek/ adj referring to
high technology
high technology

high technology /�ha tek |nɒləd�i/
noun advanced technology as used in in-
dustry, e.g. the use of electronics and ro-
bots
high tide

high tide /�ha tad/, high water noun
the points when the level of the sea is at its
highest or at its lowest
highway

� highway /hawe/ noun a main public
road � A footbridge was built over the
highway.
hijack

hijack /had��k/ (hijacks, hijacking, hi-
jacked), highjack verb to take control of a
vehicle by force � The men hijacked the
lorry and left the driver by the road. � They
hijacked an aircraft and ordered the pilot
to fly to Moscow. (NOTE: + hijacker n)
hike

hike /hak/ noun 1. a vigorous walk � We
went for a 10-mile hike in the mountains. 2.
an increase � a price hike � verb (hikes,
hiking, hiked) 1. to go for a vigorous walk
� They were hiking in the Pyrenees when
the accident happened. 2. to increase pric-
es � Petrol companies have hiked up their
prices.
hiking

hiking /hakŋ/ noun the practice of go-
ing for long walks for pleasure
hilarious

hilarious /h |leəriəs/ adj very funny � I
thought the play was hilarious.
hill

� hill /hl/ noun a piece of high land
(informal) � The hills are covered with
spring flowers. � If you climb to the top of
the hill you will get a good view of the val-
ley.
hillside

hillside /hlsad/ noun the sloping side
of a hill
hilltop

hilltop /hltɒp/ noun the top of a hill

hilthilt /hlt/ noun a sword handle � He stood
for the photograph with his hand on the hilt
of his sword.
him

� him /m, hm/ object pronoun referring
to a male � Tell him there’s a letter waiting
for him. � Have you spoken to him today?
� That’s him! – The man with the beard.
himself

� himself /m |self, hm|self/ pron used
for referring back to a male subject � I was
served by the manager himself. � The doc-
tor has got flu himself. � Did your brother
enjoy himself?
hinderhinder /hndə/ (hinders, hindering, hin-
dered) verb to make it difficult for some-
one to do something � Snow hindered the
efforts of the rescuers. � This hostile situa-
tion is hindering plans for peace in the re-
gion.
hindrancehindrance /hndrəns/ noun something
which hinders
hindsighthindsight /handsat/ noun the act of
realising something too late, after it has
happened
HinduismHinduism /hnduz(ə)m/ noun the main
religion of India, in which people worship
several gods
hingehinge /hnd�/ noun a piece of metal used
to hold something, e.g. a door, window or
lid, so that it can swing open and shut �

That hinge squeaks – it needs some oil. �
They lifted the door off its hinges.
hinthint /hnt/ noun 1. something you say that
reveals information in an indirect way � He
didn’t give a hint as to where he was going
on holiday. � to drop a hint to make a sug-
gestion � She’s been dropping hints about
what she wants for her birthday. � to take
a hint to accept a suggestion � He took the
hint and offered to pay for the lamp he
broke. 2. a piece of advice or a suggestion
� She gave me some useful hints about
painting furniture. � I don’t know what to
give her for her birthday – have you any
hints? � verb (hints, hinting, hinted) to say
something in a way that makes people
guess what you mean � She hinted that her
sister was pregnant.
hinterlandhinterland /hntəl�nd/ noun an area in-
land from a sea port or around a large town
hiphip /hp/ noun the part of the body where
your legs join your waist � The tailor
measured him round the hips. � adj (hip-
per, hippest) very fashionable (slang) �

That’s a very hip shirt she’s wearing.
hip hophip hop /hp hɒp/ noun a kind of popular
culture which started among African-
Americans and which involves rap and
graffiti art
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hippohippo /hpəυ/ (plural hippos) noun same
as hippopotamus
hippopotamushippopotamus /hpə |pɒtəməs/ (plural
hippopotamuses or hippopotami) noun a
large heavy African animal which spends
most of its time submerged in water, but
comes onto dry land to graze
hire

� hire /haə/ verb (hires, hiring, hired) 1.
(of a borrower) to pay money to use some-
thing for a time � She hired a car for the
weekend. � He was driving a hired car
when the accident happened. 2. to employ
someone to work for you � We’ve hired
three more sales assistants. � They hired a
small company to paint their offices. �
noun the act of paying money to rent some-
thing such as a car, a boat or a piece of
equipment
his

� his /z, hz/ adj belonging to him �

He’s lost all his money. � Have you met his
mother? � Our dog wants his food. � pron
belonging to him � That watch is his, not
mine.
hiss

� hiss /hs/ (hisses, hissing, hissed)
verb 1. to make a hissing sound � The
snake hissed as we came nearer. 2. to show
disapproval of someone or something by
making an ‘s’ sound � The audience began
to hiss. � She was hissed off the stage.
historian

� historian /h |stɔ
riən/ noun a person
who studies or writes history
historic

� historic /h|stɒrk/ adj important in
the life of a person or place and likely to be
remembered (NOTE: can be preceded by an
in formal style: The opening of the new
bridge was an historic event for the town.)
historical

� historical /h |stɒrk(ə)l/ adj relating
to history � He likes books of historical in-
terest.
history

� history /hst(ə)ri/ noun 1. the study of
the past � He is studying Greek history. �
She failed her history exam. � She teaches
history at London University. 2. a book
which tells the story of what happened in
the past � He wrote a history of the French
Revolution.
hit

� hit /ht/ noun someone or something
that is very popular, e.g. a song, a film or a
performer [~with] � The song rapidly be-
came a hit. � She was a hit with the old
people’s club. � verb (hits, hitting, hit) 1. to
knock something or someone
[~at/~for/~with] � The car hit the tree. � She
hit him on the head with a bottle. � She hit
the ball so hard that we couldn’t find it. � I
hit my head on the cupboard door. 2. to
cause someone to realise something

[~(that)] � It suddenly hit her that now she
was divorced she would have to live alone.

hit back� phrasal verb 1. to hit someone
who has hit you � They hit him so hard
that he was unable to hit back. 2. to do
something as a reaction to something �
When the supermarket chain lowered
their prices, the other chains hit back by
lowering prices too. � He hit back at the
inspectors, saying that their report was
biased.

hit-and-runhit-and-run /�ht ən r�n/ noun an acci-
dent in which a driver knocks someone
down and does not stop to give help
hitchhitch /htʃ/ noun an unexpected tempo-
rary problem � There’s a hitch, and the
wedding has been postponed. � verb
(hitches, hitching, hitched) to attach one
thing to another � The caravan was hitched
to the car.
HIVHIV noun the virus which causes AIDS.
Full form human immunodeficiency virus
hiyahiya /haə/ interj showing a greeting
hmhm, hmm interj showing a pause while the
speaker thinks about something
hoardhoard /hɔ
d/ noun a store of something
such as food or money, which has been col-
lected � They discovered a hoard of gold
coins in the field. � verb (hoards, hoard-
ing, hoarded) to buy and store supplies of
something essential that you think you will
need in a crisis � Everyone started hoard-
ing fuel during the strike. (NOTE: Do not
confuse with horde.)
hoardinghoarding /hɔ
dŋ/ noun 1. the act of
buying stocks of something, e.g. food or
money, in case supply may be difficult 2. a
large advertising board in a street
hoarsehoarse /hɔ
s/ adj (of a voice) which
sounds rough (NOTE: Do not confuse with
horse.)
hoaxhoax /həυks/ noun a trick played on
someone as a joke or to annoy him or her �
The police and fire brigade arrived but the
bomb was just a hoax. � The ambulance
answered a hoax telephone call.
hobhob /hɒb/ noun a flat top on a cooker �

Our new cooker has a ceramic hob. � Do
not use abrasive cleaner on the hob.
hobblehobble /hɒb(ə)l/ (hobbles, hobbling,
hobbled) verb 1. to walk with difficulty �
He hobbled into the room on crutches. 2. to
attach a horse’s legs together � The horses
were hobbled so that they couldn’t run
away.
hobby

� hobby /hɒbi/ (plural hobbies) noun an
enjoyable activity which you do in your
spare time
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hockey

hockey /hɒki/ noun a team game played
on grass, where you try to hit a small ball
into your opponents’ goal using a long
stick which is curved at the end � He
played in the hockey team at school.
hoe

hoe /həυ/ noun a garden tool with a long
handle and small sharp blade, used to break
up the surface of soil or cut off weeds �

Use a sharp hoe to remove the weeds be-
tween your peas. (NOTE: + hoe v)
hog

hog /hɒ(/ noun 1. a castrated male pig 2.
US any pig � Hogs are traded on the Chi-
cago exchange. � verb (hogs, hogging,
hogged) to monopolise something; to take
more of something than you should
(informal) � He was hogging the middle of
the road. � Stop hogging the biscuits –
we’d like some too! � She’s always hog-
ging the limelight.
hoist

hoist /hɔst/ (hoists, hoisting, hoisted)
verb to lift something or someone using
special equipment or a lot of force � The
box was hoisted up on a rope. � It’s time to
hoist the flag.
hold

� hold /həυld/ verb (holds, holding,
held) 1. to keep something or someone
tight, especially in your hand � She was
holding the baby in her arms. � She held
her ticket between her teeth as she was car-
rying suitcases in both hands. � Hold tight
– the machine is going to start. � He held
the bag close to his chest. 2. to be large
enough to contain a certain quantity of
things or people � The bottle holds two li-
tres. � The box will hold four pairs of
shoes. � Will the car hold eight people? �

The plane holds 250 passengers. 3. to
make an event happen � They are holding
a party for their wedding anniversary. �

The meeting will be held next Tuesday in
the town hall. � We are holding the village
fete next week. 4. to own something � She
holds a valid driving licence. � He holds
the record for the 2000 metres. 5. to keep
someone inside � The prisoners were held
in police cells overnight. � to hold your
breath to keep air in your lungs, e.g. in or-
der to go under water � She held her breath
under water for a minute. � We’re all hold-
ing our breath to see if he wins a gold med-
al. � noun 1. the bottom part of a ship or an
aircraft, in which goods or luggage are
stored � You can’t take all that luggage
with you – it has to go in the hold. 2. the act
of keeping something tightly in your hand
� He lost his hold on the ladder. � Keep
tight hold of the bag, we don’t want it sto-
len. � to get hold of someone to manage to

contact someone by telephone � I tried to
get hold of the doctor but he was out. � to
get hold of something to find something
which you want to use � Do you know
where I can get hold of a ladder? � to take
hold to take control � The fire took hold
rapidly. � to take hold of something to
grip something � Take hold of my hand.

hold back� phrasal verb 1. not to go for-
wards, or stop someone or something
from going forwards � Most of the crowd
held back until they saw it was safe. 2. not
to tell someone something � She held
back important information from the po-
lice.
hold down� phrasal verb to keep some-
thing at a low level � We are holding our
prices down.
hold on� phrasal verb 1. to hold some-
thing tightly � She held on to the rope
with both hands. � Hold on to your purse
in the crowd. � Hold on tight, we’re turn-
ing! 2. to wait � Hold on a moment, I’ll
get my umbrella. � Do you want to speak
to the manager? Hold on, I’ll find him for
you.
hold out� phrasal verb 1. to move some-
thing towards someone � Hold out your
plate to be served. � He held out his hand
but she refused to shake it. 2. to manage
to be strong enough � The castle held out
for ten weeks against a huge enemy army.
hold over phrasal verb to postpone some-
thing
hold up� phrasal verb 1. to lift someone
or something � He held up his hand. � He
held the little boy up so that he could see
the procession. 2. to support something �
The roof is held up by those pillars. 3. to
make someone or something late � The
planes were held up by fog. � Govern-
ment ministers are holding up the deal. 4.
to use a gun to make someone give up all
their money � Six gunmen held up the se-
curity van.

holdall

holdall /həυldɔ
l/ noun a soft bag for
carrying things such as clothes when trav-
elling
holder

� holder /həυldə/ noun 1. something
which holds things � Put the pen back into
its holder. 2. a person who holds something
� She is a British passport holder or the
holder of a British passport. � He is the
world record holder in the javelin.
holding

� holding /həυldŋ/ noun an investment
owned
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holding companyholding company /həυldŋ
�k�mp(ə)ni/ noun a company which owns
shares in other companies
hold-up

� hold-up /həυld �p/ noun 1. a delay;
an occasion on which something is later
than planned � Long hold-ups are expected
because of road works on the motorway. �
There’s been a hold-up and the goods
won’t arrive till next week. 2. an occasion
on which a person with a gun steals money
from someone � The gang carried out
three hold-ups in the same day.
hole

� hole /həυl/ noun an opening or a space
in something [~in] � You’ve got a hole in
your sock. � We all peeped through the
hole in the fence. � Rabbits live in holes in
the ground.

hole up phrasal verb to hide from some-
one (slang)

hole-in-the-wallhole-in-the-wall /�həυl n ðə wɔ
l/
(plural holes-in-the-wall) noun a machine
in the outside wall of a bank where custom-
ers can get money from their account
holiday

� holiday /hɒlde/ noun 1. a period
when you do not work, and sometimes go
and stay in a different place � When are
you taking your holiday or When are you
planning to go on holiday? � He’s going to
Spain on holiday. � We always spend our
holidays in the mountains. � How many
days’ holiday do you have each year? 2. a
day on which most people do not work be-
cause of laws or religious rules � The office
is closed for the Christmas holiday.
holidaymakerholidaymaker /hɒldemekə/ noun a
person who is on holiday
holisticholistic /həυ|lstk/ adj dealing with a
medical or social problem as a whole rath-
er than only looking at one aspect of it �
The committee has been calling for a more
holistic approach to learning.
hollowhollow /hɒləυ/ adj with a hole inside � a
hollow log � If you tap the box it sounds
hollow.

hollow out phrasal verb to remove the in-
side part of something so as to make it
hollow

hollyholly /hɒli/ noun a small evergreen tree
with shiny dark green prickly leaves and
bright red berries
HollywoodHollywood /hɒliwυd/ noun a town in
California, the centre of the American film
industry
holocaustholocaust /hɒləkɔ
st/ noun total de-
struction, especially by fire or nuclear war
� A nuclear holocaust would cause unim-
aginable suffering.

HolocaustHolocaust /hɒləkɔ
st/ noun the mass
killing of the Jews during the Second
World War (NOTE: always written with the)
hologramhologram /hɒlə(r�m/ noun a three-di-
mensional picture made using laser beams
holsterholster /həυlstə/ noun a leather holder
for a revolver
holy

� holy /həυli/ adj relating to religion or
the church � They went to ask a holy man
his advice.
homagehomage /hɒmd�/ noun 1. respect for
someone 2. an action or work of art that is
made to show respect to someone � This
song is a homage to my parents.
home

� home /həυm/ noun 1. the place where
you live or where your parents live � Their
home is a flat in the centre of London. �
Will you be at home tomorrow evening? �

When do you leave home for work in the
morning? � I like to go home for the holi-
days. � to make yourself at home to be-
have as if you were in your own home � He
lay down on my sofa, opened a bottle of
beer, and made himself at home. 2. a house
� They are building fifty new homes on the
edge of the village. 3. a house where people
are looked after  � My aunt has moved to an
old people’s home. 4. [~for/~of] � at home
(in sports) on the local sports ground � Our
team is playing at home next Saturday. �

adv towards the place where you usually
live � We’ve got to go home now. � He usu-
ally gets home by 7 o’clock. � Don’t send it
– I’ll take it home with me. � If you don’t
want to walk, you can always take the bus
home. (NOTE: used without a preposition: He
went home or She’s coming home.) � adj re-
ferring to where you live or where you
were born � My home town is Birmingham.
� Send the letter to my home address, not
to my office.
homecominghomecoming /həυmk�mŋ/ noun the
act of coming home
homegrownhomegrown /həυm(rəυn/ adj grown in
your own garden
home improvementhome improvement /həυm m|

pru
vmənt/ noun a change which you
make to your home to make it better
homelandhomeland /həυml�nd/ noun the home
of a people
home languagehome language /həυm l�ŋ(wd�/
noun the language which you first learn to
speak as a child (US)
homelesshomeless /həυmləs/ adj with nowhere
to live � The council has a duty to house
homeless families.
homelyhomely /həυmli/ adj 1. simple but pleas-
ant � The accommodation was homely and
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unpretentious. � The pub serves good
homely food. 2. US (of a person) not attrac-
tive � She’s a homely girl.
homemadehomemade /�həυm |med/ adj made at
home and not bought
home page

� home page /həυm ped�/ noun the
first page of a website, which gives details
of the person or organisation that the web-
site belongs to
home rulehome rule /�həυm ru
l/ noun a system
of government in which a country is ruled
by itself rather than by another country
Home SecretaryHome Secretary /�həυm sekrət(ə)ri/
noun the British government minister in
charge of the Home Office (NOTE: In other
countries, this minister is usually called the
Minister of the Interior. In the USA, he is
the Secretary of the Interior.)
homesickhomesick /həυmsk/ adj feeling sad be-
cause you are away from home
homesteadhomestead /həυmsted/ noun a farm-
house and land
home townhome town /həυm taυn/ noun the town
where you live or where you were born
home truthshome truths /həυm tru
ðz/ plural noun
unpleasant facts about someone, which
someone else tells him or her � I had to tell
her a few home truths.
homework

� homework /həυmw#
k/ noun work
which you take home from school to do in
the evening � Have you finished your
maths homework? � I haven’t got any
homework today, so I can watch TV. (NOTE:
no plural)
homicidalhomicidal /�hɒm|sad(ə)l/ adj likely to
kill someone
homicidehomicide /hɒmsad/ noun murder, the
killing of someone
homogeneoushomogeneous /�həυməυ |d�i
niəs/ adj
all of the same type
homonymhomonym /hɒmənm/ noun a word
spelled and pronounced the same as anoth-
er but which has a different meaning
homophobiahomophobia /�həυməυ |fəυbiə/ noun a
fear of and hostility towards homosexuals
homophonehomophone /hɒməfəυn/ noun a word
which is pronounced the same as another,
but which is spelt differently or has a dif-
ferent meaning
homosexualhomosexual /�həυməυ |sekʃuəl/ adj
sexually attracted to people of the same
sex. Compare bisexual, heterosexual
honehone /həυn/ (hones, honing, honed)
verb 1. to improve something over a long
period � His technique has been honed
through years of practice. 2. to sharpen and
smooth something

honest

� honest /ɒnst/ adj 1. telling the truth
� He was honest with the police and told
them what he had done. 2. tending to tell
people the truth; treating people fairly � I
wouldn’t buy a car from that garage – I’m
not sure they’re completely honest.
honestly

� honestly /ɒnstli/ adv 1. in an open
and honest way 2. used to express a feeling
of being annoyed � Honestly, you might
have told me sooner!
honestyhonesty /ɒnsti/ noun the quality of be-
ing honest � I admire him for his honesty in
saying the job was too difficult for him.
honey

� honey /h�ni/ noun a sweet substance
produced by bees � I like honey on toast. �
Greek cakes are often made with honey.
honeymoon

� honeymoon /h�nimu
n/ noun a hol-
iday taken immediately after a wedding �
They went on their honeymoon to Corsica.
honkhonk /hɒŋk/ (honks, honking, honked)
verb to make a noise like a goose or with a
car horn � Geese flew overhead, honking
loudly. � He honked as he drove past.
(NOTE: + honk n)
honorhonor /ɒnə/ noun, verb US spelling of
honour
honoraryhonorary /ɒnərəri/ adj 1. not paid a sal-
ary � She’s the honorary secretary of the
society. 2. a title which shows respect �
He’s the honorary president of the compa-
ny.
honour

� honour /ɒnə/ noun 1. the practice of
acting according to what you think is right
� He’s a man of honour. 2. something that
you are proud of � It is an honour for me to
be invited here today. � verb 1. to show
your respect for someone � to honour the
dead 2. to give someone an award to show
that you respect them � He was honoured
by the university. 3. to do what you prom-
ised � He honoured the agreement and
gave the staff a pay rise.
honourablehonourable /ɒn(ə)rəb(ə)l/ adj 1. who
or which can be respected � He lived the
rest of his life in honourable retirement. �

He did the honourable thing and resigned.
(NOTE: The US spelling is honorable.) 2. a
title used when one MP addresses another
in Parliament � The honourable Member
for Putney would do well to remember the
conditions in his constituency. (NOTE: usu-
ally shortened to Hon. in this meaning)
honouredhonoured /ɒnəd/ adj pleased and proud
(NOTE: The US spelling is honored.)
HonsHons abbr honours degree
hoodhood /hυd/ noun 1. a loose piece of cloth-
ing to cover your head � He has a blue coat
with a hood. 2. a folding roof on something
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such as a car or pram � Let’s put down the
hood, it’s very hot. 3. US a metal cover for
the front part of a car, covering the engine
� He lifted the hood to see what was wrong
with the motor.
hoofhoof /hu
f/ (plural hooves) noun the part
of the foot of a horse, cow and many other
animals
hook

� hook /hυk/ noun 1. a bent piece of met-
al for hanging things on � Hang your coat
on the hook behind the door. 2. a very small
piece of thin bent metal, attached to a line
for catching fish � The fish ate the worm
but didn’t swallow the hook.
hookerhooker /hυkə/ noun 1. a player in the
centre of a rugby scrum, who has to try to
kick the ball backwards � The English
hooker got the ball and from there they
scored a try. 2. a prostitute; a woman who
receives money for sexual intercourse �

hookers standing on street corners
hooliganhooligan /hu
l(ən/ noun a wild young
man (informal)
hoophoop /hu
p/ noun a ring, often a large one
(NOTE: Do not confuse with whoop.)
hooray!hooray! /hυ |re/ interj showing enthusi-
asm � Hooray, it’s the first day of the holi-
days! � Hip, hip, hooray!
hoothoot /hu
t/ noun 1. a call made by an owl
� the ghostly hoot of the owl in the night 2.
the sound of a car horn � The sudden hoot
of a car horn made her jump. � verb
(hoots, hooting, hooted) 1. (of an owl) to
make a loud cry � An owl hooted in the dis-
tance. 2. to sound a car horn � He hooted at
the sheep to get them to move.
HooverHoover /hu
və/ trademark a type of vac-
uum cleaner � We need a bigger Hoover –
this one isn’t powerful enough.
hooveshooves /hu
vz/ plural of hoof
hop

� hop /hɒp/ verb (hops, hopping,
hopped) 1. to jump on one leg � He hurt
his toe and had to hop around on one foot.
2. (of a bird or animal) to jump with both
feet together � Magpies were hopping
across the grass. � The frog hopped onto
the lily pad. � noun 1. a little jump � Mag-
pies walk in a series of little hops. 2. a short
flight � It’s only a short hop from London
to Paris.
hope

� hope /həυp/ verb (hopes, hoping,
hoped) to want and expect something to
happen [~(that)] � We all hope our team
wins. � She’s hoping she will soon be able
to drive a car. � I hope it doesn’t rain. � to
hope for something to want something to
happen � We are hoping for better weather
next week. � to hope to do something to

expect to do something � The chairman
hopes to be at the meeting tomorrow. �
They said they hoped to be back home by 6
o’clock. � I had hoped to go to the party
but in the end I couldn’t. � noun the fact of
wanting and expecting something to hap-
pen [~(that)/] � They have given up all hope
of rescuing any more earthquake victims. �
They expressed a hope that past disagree-
ments could be forgotten. � in the hope
that something happens wanting some-
thing to happen � I rang in the hope that
you might have a table free for tonight. � I
hope so I want it to happen � Are you com-
ing to the party? – Yes, I hope so. � I hope
not I don’t want it to happen � It’s going to
rain tomorrow, isn’t it? – I hope not!
hopeful

� hopeful /həυpf(ə)l/ adj confident that
something will happen � We are hopeful
that the company will accept our offer.
hopefully

� hopefully /həυpf(ə)li/ adv 1. confi-
dently � He looked hopefully at the list of
lottery winners. 2. let us hope � Hopefully,
the rain will stop in time for the picnic.
hopeless

� hopeless /həυpləs/ adj 1. unlikely to
get better; impossible to improve � The in-
voices are in a hopeless mess. 2. not at all
skilful at something � She’s hopeless at
tennis. � He’s hopeless when it comes to
mending cars.
hopelesslyhopelessly /həυpləsli/ adv very much
� The company is hopelessly in debt.
hordehorde /hɔ
d/ noun a large crowd (NOTE:
Do not confuse with hoard.)
horizon

� horizon /hə|raz(ə)n/ noun the line in
the distance where the earth and the sky
meet
horizonshorizons /hə |raz(ə)nz/ plural noun � to
broaden someone’s horizons to increase
someone’s range of interests and experi-
ences � Travel broadens your horizons
horizontal

� horizontal /�hɒr|zɒnt(ə)l/ adj flat;
level with the ground
hormonehormone /hɔ
məυn/ noun a substance
produced by glands in the body and carried
to other parts of the body by the blood-
stream to stimulate certain cells into action
horn

� horn /hɔ
n/ noun 1. a sharp pointed
bone growing out of an animal’s head �

That bull’s horns look very dangerous. 2. a
piece of equipment on a car that makes a
loud noise to warn people of something 3.
a metal musical instrument which you
blow into � a piece of music for horn and
orchestra
horoscopehoroscope /hɒrəskəυp/ noun a fore-
cast of what will happen, according to the
stars
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horrendoushorrendous /hɒ |rendəs/ adj horrible
and unpleasant
horrible

� horrible /hɒrb(ə)l/ adj extremely un-
pleasant � The victims of the fire had hor-
rible injuries. � He’s a horrible little boy. �
We had a horrible meal at the restaurant.
horridhorrid /hɒrd/ adj bad and unpleasant
horrific

� horrific /hɒ |rfk/ adj which makes
you shocked
horrified

� horrified /hɒrfad/ adj frightened or
shocked
horrifyhorrify /hɒrfa/ (horrifies, horrifying,
horrified) verb to frighten or shock some-
one
horror

� horror /hɒrə/ noun the fact or feeling
of being very frightened � He couldn’t hide
his horror at hearing the news. � She has a
horror of spiders. � Everyone watched in
horror as the planes collided.
horse

� horse /hɔ
s/ noun a large animal used
for riding or for pulling vehicles � She was
riding a black horse. � The coach was
pulled by six white horses. � He’s out on
his horse every morning.

horse around, horse about phrasal verb
to play roughly

horse chestnuthorse chestnut /hɔ
s tʃesn�t/ noun a
tree with large leaves and upright white or
pink flowers that produces large shiny
brown seeds
horsepowerhorsepower /hɔ
spaυə/ noun a unit for
measuring the power of a motor engine
horse-ridinghorse-riding /hɔ
sradŋ/ noun the
practice of riding horses for pleasure
horseshoehorseshoe /hɔ
sʃu
/ noun an iron shoe
nailed to the hard part of a horse’s hoof,
also used as a sign of luck
horticulturehorticulture /hɔ
tk�ltʃə/ noun the
practice of growing fruit, flowers and veg-
etables for food or decoration
hosehose /həυz/ noun a long flexible tube, ei-
ther of rubber or plastic � There is a ban on
using garden hoses during the summer. �
The firefighters turned their hoses on the
burning building.
hosieryhosiery /həυziəri/ noun (in a shop)
stockings, socks and tights
hospicehospice /hɒsps/ noun a hospital which
cares for terminally ill patients
hospitablehospitable /hɒ |sptəb(ə)l/ adj welcom-
ing and friendly to guests
hospital

� hospital /hɒspt(ə)l/ noun a place
where sick or hurt people are looked after
� She was taken ill at work and sent to hos-
pital. � When is she due to go into hospi-
tal? � He was in hospital for several days
after the accident.

hospitalise

hospitalise /hɒspt(ə)laz/ (hospitalis-
es, hospitalising, hospitalised), hospital-
ize verb to put someone in hospital
hospitality

� hospitality /�hɒsp|t�lti/ noun a
welcome to guests
host

� host /həυst/ noun 1. a person who has
invited guests � The host asked his guests
what they wanted to drink. 2. the landlord
of a hotel or inn, also sometimes of a res-
taurant 3. the person who introduces and
talks to the guests on a TV or radio show �
He had been a host on a Saturday evening
TV show. 4. � a host of a large number of �
We face a host of problems. � verb (hosts,
hosting, hosted) 1. to act as host at a party
� The company hosted a reception for two
hundred guests. 2. to be the centre where
something takes place � Barcelona hosted
the Olympic Games. 3. to organise and
manage websites for other people
hostage

hostage /hɒstd�/ noun a person who is
captured and held by someone or an organ-
isation, which threatens to kill him or her
unless their demands are met � Three of the
hostages will be released tomorrow. � to
keep someone as a hostage � He was held
hostage for more than a year by the rebels.
hostel

hostel /hɒst(ə)l/ noun a cheap place
where people can live
hostess

hostess /həυsts/ noun a woman who
has invited guests
hostile

hostile /hɒstal/ adj 1. referring to an en-
emy � Hostile forces are moving towards
the airport. 2. showing a dislike of some-
one � The crowd seemed hostile, so the
President decided not to go on his planned
walkabout.
hostility

� hostility /hɒ |stlti/ (plural hostilities)
noun opposition [/~to/towards] � The
board’s hostility towards the plan.
hot

� hot /hɒt/ adj 1. very warm; with a high
temperature � The weather is very hot in
June, but August is the hottest month. � If
you’re too hot, take your coat off. � Plates
should be kept hot before serving the meal.
� heat 2. (of food) full of spices, giving you
a burning feeling in your mouth � This cur-
ry is particularly hot. � He chose the hot-
test dish on the menu.
hot-air balloon

hot-air balloon /hɒt eə bə |�lu
n/ noun a
very large balloon which rises into the air
as the air inside it is heated, with people
travelling in a basket attached underneath
hotbed

hotbed /hɒtbed/ noun a place where a
lot of some activity takes place � a hotbed
of crime
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hot chocolatehot chocolate /hɒt tʃɒklət/ noun a
drink made from chocolate powder and hot
milk
hot dog

� hot dog /hɒt dɒ(/ noun a snack con-
sisting of a hot sausage in a long piece of
bread
hotel

� hotel /həυ|tel/ noun a building where
travellers can rent a room for the night, eat
in a restaurant or drink in a bar � They are
staying at the Grand Hotel. � I’ll meet you
in the hotel lobby. � All the hotel rooms in
the town are booked. � It’s the only five-
star hotel in town.
hotelierhotelier /həυ |telie/ noun a person who
owns or manages a hotel
hot keyhot key /hɒt ki
/ noun a computer key
that you press as a quick way to perform a
set of actions
hotlinehotline /hɒtlan/ noun a phone line for
giving urgent messages or for placing ur-
gent orders � We get thousands of orders
on our Christmas hotline. � Call the ticket
hotline for reservations.
hotlyhotly /hɒtli/ adv 1. angrily � He hotly de-
nied the reports which had been published
in the newspapers. 2. close behind � The
enemy fled, hotly pursued by government
troops.
hotplatehotplate /hɒtplet/ noun a flat heated
surface on a cooker
hot potatohot potato /hɒt pə|tetəυ/ noun a sub-
ject which is difficult to deal with
hot spothot spot /hɒt spɒt/ noun 1. a place
which is exciting � This café is one of the
hottest spots in town. 2. a place where
fighting is taking place � He was sent to re-
port from one of the hot spots in the Middle
East.
hot-water bottlehot-water bottle /hɒt wɑ
tə �bɒt(ə)l/
noun a container filled with hot water
which is placed in a bed to warm it
houndhound /haυnd/ noun a dog used for hunt-
ing � He has a pack of hounds for hunting.
� verb (hounds, hounding, hounded) to
attack or victimise someone � When he
came out of prison he was hounded by the
press.
hour

� hour /aυə/ noun a period of time which
lasts 60 minutes � The train journey takes
two hours. � It’s a three-hour flight to
Greece. � The train travels at over 150
miles an hour.
hourlyhourly /aυəli/ adj, adv happening every
hour
househouse1 /haυs/ noun 1. a building in
which someone lives � He has bought a
house in London. � He has a small flat in
town and a large house in the country. � All

the houses in our street look the same. 2. a
part of a Parliament � The British Parlia-
ment is formed of the House of Commons
and the House of Lords. � The American
Congress is formed of the House of Repre-
sentatives and the Senate.
househouse2 /haυz/ (houses, housing,
housed) verb to provide a place for some-
one or something to stay or be kept � His
collection of old cars is housed in a barn.
� We have been asked if we can house three
students for the summer term.
houseboathouseboat /haυsbəυt/ noun a boat
moored on a river, arranged for living in,
not for travelling
houseboundhousebound /haυsbaυnd/ adj not able
to leave your house
household

� household /haυshəυld/ noun the
people living together in a house
householderhouseholder /haυshəυldə/ noun a per-
son who owns a private house
house husbandhouse husband /haυz h�zbənd/ noun
a man who does not go out to work but
stays at home to look after his house and
family
housekeeperhousekeeper /haυski
pə/ noun 1. a
person who looks after a house � He em-
ploys a housekeeper, a chauffeur and two
gardeners. 2. a person employed to look
after the rooms in a hotel, being responsi-
ble for the people who do the cleaning, and
for providing clean sheets, etc. � The
housekeeper is responsible for the cleanli-
ness of the rooms.
housekeepinghousekeeping /haυski
pŋ/ noun the
work of looking after a house
housematehousemate /haυsmet/ noun a person
who is not a member of your family, but
who shares a house with you
houseproudhouseproud /haυspraυd/ adj taking
great pride in the appearance of your
house, and very concerned with keeping it
tidy
house-to-househouse-to-house /�haυs tə haυs/ adj
going from one house to the next, in order
to ask people to buy something or vote for
someone, or to ask them questions � The
police carried out house-to-house checks
to try to find the gunman. � He has a job
selling cleaning products house-to-house.
house-trainedhouse-trained /haυz trend/ adj (of an-
imals) having been taught not to urinate or
defecate on the floor in houses
housewarminghousewarming /haυswɔ
mŋ/,
housewarming party noun a party that
people have when they move into a new
house
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housewife

� housewife /haυswaf/ (plural house-
wives) noun a woman who looks after the
house, and does not go out to work
houseworkhousework /haυsw#
k/ noun the work
of keeping a house clean (NOTE: no plural)
housing

� housing /haυzŋ/ noun houses �
Public housing has to meet certain stand-
ards.
housing estatehousing estate /haυzŋ  |�stet/ noun a
large group of flats or houses of a similar
type built at the same time � She lives on
the Bellevue Estate.
hoverhover /hɒvə/ (hovers, hovering, hov-
ered) verb to hang in the air without mov-
ing forward � flies hovering over the sur-
face of a pool
hovercrafthovercraft /hɒvəkrɑ
ft/ noun a type of
boat which moves over the surface of the
water on a cushion of air
how

� how /haυ/ adv 1. showing or asking the
way in which something is done � How do
you switch off the cooker? � Can you tell
me how to get to the railway station from
here? � I don’t know how he does it. 2.
showing or asking about things such as the
age, size or quantity of something � How
big is their house? � How many people are
there in your family? � She showed us how
good she was at skiing. � How old is your
little boy? � How far is it to the church? 3.
showing surprise � How cold it is outside!
� How different it is from what I remember!
however

� however /haυ|evə/ adv but � We never
go out on Saturdays – however, this week
we’re going to a wedding. � conj in what-
ever way � Do it however you like.
howlhowl /haυl/ verb (howls, howling,
howled) to make a long loud high sound
like a wolf � The wolves howled outside
the cabin. � The wind howled in the chim-
ney. � noun a long loud cry � Howls of dis-
appointment came from the fans.
HQHQ abbr headquarters
hrhr abbr hour
HTMLHTML /�etʃ ti
 em el/ noun a system of
codes used to prepare a document for the
World Wide Web
hubhub /h�b/ noun 1. the centre of a wheel �
The spokes of a wheel meet at the hub. 2.
the centre of some activity, especially busi-
ness activity � Frankfurt is hoping to take
the place of the City of London as the fi-
nancial hub of Europe. 3. a central airport,
where domestic flights connect with inter-
national flights � Chicago is the airline’s
American hub.
hubbubhubbub /h�b�b/ noun the confused
sound of voices

huddlehuddle /h�d(ə)l/ (huddles, huddling,
huddled) verb to crowd together, or to be
crowded together � The refugees huddled
in the shade of some trees. � The children
were huddled together in one room.
huehue /hju
/ noun a colour (formal) � The
garden is filled with flowers of every hue.
(NOTE: Do not confuse with hew.)
hue and cryhue and cry /�hju
 ən kra/ noun a loud
protest
hughug /h�(/ noun the act of putting your
arms round someone and holding them
close to you � She ran to the little girl and
gave her a hug. � verb (hugs, hugging,
hugged) to throw your arms around some-
one � The players hugged each other when
the goal was scored.
huge

� huge /hju
d�/ adj of a very large size �
Huge waves battered the ship. � The con-
cert was a huge success. � Failing the test
was a huge disappointment for him.
huhhuh /h�, hə/ interj 1. used for showing that
you did not hear or understand what some-
one has just said 2. used for showing a re-
action such as surprise or disgust � Huh,
you think you can sneak out without pay-
ing, do you?
hulkhulk /h�lk/ noun 1. a big and awkward
person or thing � Watch where you’re
treading, you lumbering great hulk! 2. a
rotten old ship � Rusting hulks blocked the
approaches to the harbour.
hullhull /h�l/ noun the main body of a ship �
The liner is in dry dock for repairs to her
hull.
humhum /h�m/ (hums, humming, hummed)
verb 1. to make a low sound like a bee �

Bees were humming around the hive. 2. to
sing without words � If you don’t know the
words of the national anthem, you can al-
ways hum the tune.
human

� human /hju
mən/ adj relating to peo-
ple
humanehumane /hju
 |men/ adj kind to people
or animals
human errorhuman error /�hju
mən erə/ noun a
mistake made by a person, and not by a ma-
chine
human interesthuman interest /�hju
mən ntrəst/
noun the power to make people interested
or sympathetic
humanitarianhumanitarian /hju
 |�m�n|teəriən/ adj
helping other human beings
humanityhumanity /hju
 |m�nti/ noun 1. all peo-
ple � a crime against humanity 2. great
kindness � She showed great humanity to
the refugees.
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humankindhumankind /�hju
mən|kand/ noun all
human beings
human naturehuman nature /�hju
mən netʃə/ noun
natural feelings which are found in all peo-
ple
human resourceshuman resources /�hju
mən r |

sɔ
sz/ plural noun the employees of a
company, seen as a group
human rights

� human rights /�hju
mən rats/ plu-
ral noun rights which each member of soci-
ety should enjoy, such as freedom of
speech and freedom of movement � Dem-
onstrators are protesting against abuses of
human rights in various parts of the world.
humblehumble /h�mbəl/ adj feeling or acting as
if you are not as important as other people
� Seeing how much work she does for char-
ity makes me feel very humble. � pie
humdrumhumdrum /h�mdr�m/ adj dull and bor-
ing
humidhumid /hju
md/ adj (of the air) warm
and damp
humidity

� humidity /hju
 |mdti/ noun a meas-
urement of how much water vapour is con-
tained in the air
humiliatehumiliate /hju
 |mliet/ (humiliates,
humiliating, humiliated) verb to make
someone feel unimportant or stupid (NOTE:
+ humiliation n)
humiliatinghumiliating /hju
 |mlietŋ/ adj which
makes you feel embarrassed, unimportant
or stupid
humilityhumility /hju
 |mlti/ noun the quality of
being humble
humorhumor /hju
mə/ noun US spelling of hu-
mour
humoroushumorous /hju
mərəs/ adj funny in a
quiet way, making people smile rather than
laugh � humorous stories � Some of her
comments were rather humorous.
humorouslyhumorously /hju
mərəsli/ adv in a hu-
morous
humourhumour /hju
mə/ noun 1. the ability to
make situations seem funny � He has a
good sense of humour. � She has absolutely
no sense of humour. � Want to meet male,
aged 30 – 35, with a good sense of humour
(GSOH). 2. a general feeling or mood � I
am in no humour to talk about holidays just
now. � His good humour lasted until the
end of the party.
humourlesshumourless /hju
mələs/ adj lacking an
ability to find things funny (NOTE: The US
spelling is humorless.)
humphump /h�mp/ noun 1. a raised part on the
back of a person or animal � One type of
camel has only one hump, while another

type has two. 2. a small raised part in the
ground � They have built humps in the road
to slow down the traffic.
hunchhunch /h�ntʃ/ noun a feeling that some-
thing is going to happen � I’ve got a hunch
that we will win. � The detective acted
purely on a hunch. � verb (hunches,
hunching, hunched) to bend forwards �

We hunched down behind the wall to get
out of the wind.
hunchbackhunchback /h�ntʃb�k/ noun a person
with a hunched back (offensive)
hundred

� hundred /h�ndrəd/ noun the number
100 (NOTE: In numbers above one hundred,
hundred does not become ‘hundreds’ and
is followed by and when speaking: 491 =
four hundred and ninety-one; 102 = a hun-
dred and two. Note also: a hundred and
one (101), three hundred and six (306) but
the hundred and first (101st), the three
hundred and sixth (306th), etc.) � in the
hundreds less than 1000 � The visitors
were numbered in the hundreds. � They
came in their hundreds to visit the grave. �
hundreds of very many � Hundreds of
birds were killed by the cold weather.
hundredthhundredth /h�ndrədθ/ adj relating to
number 100 in a series � noun number 100
in a series
hundredweighthundredweight /h�ndrədwet/ noun a
weight of dry goods, equal to 112 pounds
or approximately 50 kilos
hung

� hung /h�ŋ/ past tense and past partici-
ple of hang
hungerhunger /h�ŋ(ə/ noun the state of want-
ing or needing to eat
hunger strikehunger strike /h�ŋ(ə strak/ noun a
continuing refusal to eat, as a form of pro-
test
hungoverhungover /h�ŋ|əυvə/ adj feeling ill as a
result of having been drunk a few hours
earlier
hungry

� hungry /h�ŋ(ri/ adj feeling that you
need to eat � You must be hungry after that
game of football. � I’m not very hungry – I
had a big lunch. � Hurry up with the food
– we’re getting hungry.
hunkhunk /h�ŋk/ noun 1. a rough piece of
something � We each had a hunk of bread
and a bowl of soup. 2. a strong athletic man
(informal) � Sophie came to the party with
that gorgeous hunk of hers.
hunthunt /h�nt/ verb (hunts, hunting, hunt-
ed) 1. to try to find someone or something
[~for] � We’re hunting for a cheap flat � The
police are hunting for the driver of the car.
2. to chase wild animals for food or sport �
Our cat is not very good at hunting mice. �
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They go to Scotland every year to hunt
deer. (NOTE: You hunt animals, but you hunt
for things.) � noun a search � The hunt for
new offices has just started.
hunter

hunter /h�ntə/ noun a person who hunts
animals
hunting

� hunting /h�ntŋ/ noun 1. the sport of
chasing wild animals and killing them �
Many people are opposed to fox hunting. 2.
the action of looking for something
hurdle

hurdle /h#
d(ə)l/ noun 1. a small fence
which you have to jump over in a race �
She fell at the first hurdle. 2. an obstacle in
the way of something � Only one more
hurdle to clear and the house will be ours.
hurl

hurl /h#
l/ (hurls, hurling, hurled) verb to
throw something
hurricane

hurricane /h�rkən/ noun a tropical
storm with strong winds and rain (NOTE: In
the Far East called a typhoon; in the Indian
Ocean called a cyclone.)
hurried

� hurried /h�rid/ adj done in a rush, or
too quickly
hurry

� hurry /h�ri/ (hurries, hurrying, hur-
ried) verb to go somewhere or do some-
thing fast � She hurried across the room. �
You’ll have to hurry if you want to catch
the last post. � There’s no need to hurry –
we’ve got plenty of time.

hurry up� phrasal verb to go or do
something faster � Hurry up – we’ll be
late for the film. � Can’t you get the cook
to hurry up? I’m getting hungry!

hurt

� hurt /h#
t/ (hurts, hurting, hurt) verb
1. to have pain, or to cause someone to feel
pain � My tooth hurts. � No one was badly
hurt in the accident. � Where did you hurt
yourself? 2. to harm or damage something
� The bad publicity did not hurt our sales.
� This news report will surely hurt his rep-
utation.
hurtful

hurtful /h#
tf(ə)l/ adj which is upsetting,
and which makes someone sad
hurtle

hurtle /h#
t(ə)l/ (hurtles, hurtling, hur-
tled) verb to go dangerously fast
husband

� husband /h�zbənd/ noun a man to
whom a woman is married � Her husband
is Scottish. � He’s the doctor’s husband.
hush

hush /h�ʃ/ (hushes, hushing, hushed)
verb to make someone quiet � She eventu-
ally managed to hush the children to sleep.
hushed

hushed /h�ʃt/ adj quiet, so as not to
make too much noise
hush-hush

hush-hush /h�ʃ h�ʃ/ adj secret
(informal)

hush uphush up phrasal verb to hide something
so that no one knows about it � They tried
to hush up the scandal.
huskyhusky /h�ski/ (plural huskies) noun a
dog used to pull sledges � Each sled was
pulled by a team of huskies.
hustlehustle /h�s(ə)l/ noun a movement of
people � the hustle of the commuters trying
to get home on the Underground � verb
(hustles, hustling, hustled) to hurry
someone along roughly � The police tried
to hustle the crowd of protesters away. �
Don’t hustle me – I’m going as fast as I
can!
hut

� hut /h�t/ noun a small rough wooden
house
hutchhutch /h�tʃ/ noun a box or cage for ani-
mals such as rabbits
hyacinthhyacinth /haəsnθ/ noun a bulb which
produces spikes of bright pink, white or
blue scented flowers
hybridhybrid /habrd/ noun a cross between
two varieties of plant or animal � She is
well known for growing hybrid roses.
hydraulichydraulic /ha |drɔ
lk/ adj worked by
fluid pressure
hydrofoilhydrofoil /hadrəυfɔl/ noun a type of
boat which skims fast over the surface of
the water
hydrogenhydrogen /hadrəd�ən/ noun a com-
mon gas which combines with oxygen to
form water
hygiene

� hygiene /had�i
n/ noun the science
of being and keeping things clean
hygienichygienic /ha |d�i
nk/ adj clean and safe
because all germs have been destroyed
hypehype /hap/ noun an excessive claim in
advertising � No one really believes all the
hype surrounding the pop group. � There
was a lot of hype about the festival and in
the end it turned out to be very small. �

verb (hypes, hyping, hyped) to make ex-
cessive claims in publicity � The show was
hyped (up) in all the newspapers.
hyper-hyper- /hapə/ prefix higher, or to a great-
er degree
hyperactivehyperactive /�hapər |�ktv/ adj very
active
hyperbolehyperbole /ha |p#
bəli/ noun an exag-
gerated statement
hyperlinkhyperlink /hapəlŋk/ noun a link in hy-
pertext
hypermarkethypermarket /hapəmɑ
kt/ noun a
very large supermarket, usually on the out-
skirts of a large town
hypersensitivehypersensitive /�hapə |senstv/ adj 1.
very easily upset or insulted 2. having a
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strong physical reaction to a drug or other
substance
hypertensionhypertension /�hapə |tenʃən/ noun
high blood pressure; a condition where the
pressure of the blood in the arteries is too
high
hypertexthypertext /hapətekst/ noun a system
of storing computer files that gives the user
direct access to related electronic informa-
tion
hyperventilatehyperventilate /�hapə |ventlet/ (hy-
perventilates, hyperventilating, hyper-
ventilated) verb to breathe so fast or deeply
that you start to feel dizzy
hyphen

� hyphen /haf(ə)n/ noun a printing
sign (-) used to show that two words are
joined
hyphenatedhyphenated /hafənetd/ adj (of a
word) spelled with one or more hyphens
hypnosishypnosis /hp |nəυss/ noun a state like
sleep, but caused artificially, where the pa-
tient can remember forgotten events in the
past or will do whatever the hypnotist tells
him or her to do
hypnotisehypnotise /hpnətaz/ (hypnotises,
hypnotising, hypnotised), hypnotize verb
to make someone go into a state where he
or she appears to be asleep and will do an-
ything the hypnotist suggests
hypnotisthypnotist /hpnətst/ noun a person
who practises hypnosis (NOTE: + hypno-
tism n)
hypoallergenichypoallergenic /�hapəυələ|d�enk/
adj unlikely to start off an allergic reaction

hypochondriac

hypochondriac /�hapəυ|kɒndri�k/
noun a person who is always worried about
his or her health
hypocrisy

hypocrisy /h |pɒkrsi/ noun pretending
to be what you are not
hypocritehypocrite /hpəkrt/ noun a person who
says one thing and acts in a different way
hypocriticalhypocritical /�hpə|krtk(ə)l/ adj refer-
ring to hypocrisy
hypothermia

hypothermia /�hapəυ |θ#
miə/ noun a
state where the temperature of the body is
dangerously low
hypothesis

� hypothesis /ha |pɒθəss/ (plural hy-
potheses) noun something which is prob-
ably true, though it cannot be proved
hypothetical

hypothetical /�hapə|θetk(ə)l/ adj sug-
gested as possible, but not an actual hap-
pening
hysterectomy

hysterectomy /�hstə |rektəmi/ noun
the surgical removal of a woman’s womb,
either to treat cancer or because of some
other problem
hysteriahysteria /h |stəriə/ noun a neurotic
state, where the patient is in a fit of panic
or excitement
hystericalhysterical /h |sterk(ə)l/ adj 1. very ex-
cited and emotional in an uncontrolled way
2. very funny
hystericshysterics /h |sterks/ plural noun laugh-
ter which you cannot control � The chil-
dren were in hysterics as they watched the
clown tearing up pieces of paper.
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I
ii /a/, I noun the ninth letter of the alphabet,
between H and J
I

� I1 /a/ pron used by a speaker when talk-
ing about himself or herself � She said, ‘I
can do it’, and she did it. � He told me I
could go home early. � She and I come
from the same town. � I said I was going to
be late. (NOTE: When it is the object of a
verb, I becomes me: I gave it to him – he
gave it to me; I hit him – he hit me. When it
follows the verb be, I usually becomes me:
Who is it? – It’s me!)
I

� I2 /a/ noun the Roman numeral for one
or first � King Charles I
ice

� ice /as/ noun water which is frozen and
has become solid � When water freezes, it
turns into ice. � Would you like ice in your
drink? (NOTE: no plural: some ice, a lump of
ice)

ice up� phrasal verb to become covered
with ice

icebergiceberg /asb#
(/ noun a huge block of
ice floating on the sea
iceboxicebox /asbɒks/ noun US same as re-
frigerator (dated)
ice-breakerice-breaker /as �brekə/ noun a game
at the start of a party or other event with a
lot of people, to help everyone to get to
know one another
ice capice cap /as k�p/ noun a thick layer of ice
and snow that never melts, such as at the
North and South Poles or on the top of
some high mountains
ice-coldice-cold /as kəυld/ adj extremely cold
ice cream

� ice cream /as kri
m/ noun a frozen
sweet food made from cream and fruit,
chocolate, nuts, etc.
ice cubeice cube /as kju
b/ noun a little block
of ice, used to cool a drink
ice hockeyice hockey /as �hɒki/ noun a form of
hockey played on ice using a hard rubber
disc called a puck (NOTE: The US term is
hockey.)
ice lollyice lolly /as �lɒli/ noun a mixture of wa-
ter and flavouring, frozen until solid with a
stick in it (NOTE: The US term is popsicle.)

ice packice pack /as p�k/ noun a bag of ice
placed on your forehead to cure a head-
ache, etc.
ice rinkice rink /as rŋk/ noun a special area for
ice skating, or for playing ice hockey, etc.
ice skateice skate /as sket/ noun a boot with a
steel blade fitted to the sole for skating on
ice
icicleicicle /ask(ə)l/ noun a long piece of ice
hanging from a roof, etc., formed by water
dripping in freezing weather
icing

� icing /asŋ/ noun a covering of sugar
and flavouring, spread over a cake or bis-
cuits
icon

� icon /akɒn/ noun 1. a little picture
used as a symbol on a computer screen �
Click twice on the icon of a key to enter the
program. � To print your text, point your
cursor at the printer icon and click twice.
2. a picture of Christ or a saint in the East-
ern Christian Church � There is an exhibi-
tion of Russian icons in the British Muse-
um. � The icon of the Virgin Mary is car-
ried in procession round the church. 3. a
person who is admired as a good example
of a certain type � She has become some-
thing of a feminist icon.
icyicy /asi/ adj covered with ice � Be care-
ful, the pavement is icy.
ID cardID card /a di
 kɑ
d/ noun an identity
card; a card which shows a photograph of
the holder, with their name, date of birth
and other details, carried by citizens of a
country or members of a group to prove
who they are
idea

� idea /a |də/ noun 1. a thought or opin-
ion which you have about something
[~about/on/~of] � I like his ideas about co-
operation and working as a team. � He has
unusual ideas on food and diet. � The de-
scription gave us no idea of what the hotel
was really like. � to have an idea to think
of something � She had a good idea for a
new specialist course. � I’ve had an idea
about how to change our presentation. �
I’ve had an idea – let’s all go for a picnic!
� to have no idea, not to have the faintest
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idea not to know � Where’s your brother?
– I’ve no idea or I haven’t the faintest idea.
� I had no idea it was as late as that. 2. a
plan which you make in your mind [~for] �
Free entry for children – that’s a good
idea! � Her ideas for the new hotel were
unusual and exciting. � it’s a good idea to
do something you should do something
(used to give someone advice) � It’s a good
idea to book a ticket in advance at busy
times.
ideal

� ideal /a |dəl/ adj extremely suitable �
This is the ideal site for a factory. � The
cottage is an ideal place for watching
birds. � noun the highest point of perfec-
tion, which people try to reach � My ideal
would be to work for six months of the year
and travel for the other six months.
idealiseidealise /a |dəlaz/ (idealises, idealis-
ing, idealised), idealize verb to make
someone or something seem perfect
idealismidealism /a|dəlz(ə)m/ noun aiming at
achieving an ideal
idealistidealist /a |dəlst/ noun 1. a person who
aims at achieving an ideal � She’s an ideal-
ist, and is upset when anyone suggests a
solution which is less than perfect. 2. an
impractical person � He’s too much of an
idealist to be a government minister.
idealisticidealistic /a |�də|lstk/ adj aiming at an
ideal; too perfect
ideally

� ideally /a |dəli/ adv 1. in an ideal way
� She is ideally suited to the job of chef. 2.
if everything were perfect � Ideally, I’d
take three weeks’ holiday, but there’s too
much work at the office.
identicalidentical /a |dentk(ə)l/ adj exactly the
same [~to] � The twins wore identical
clothes for the party. � Her political opin-
ions are identical to mine.
identifiableidentifiable /a|dentfaəb(ə)l/ adj
which can be identified
identificationidentification /a|�dentf |keʃ(ə)n/
noun 1. the act of saying who someone is
by giving their name, personal details, etc.
� The formal identification of the body was
made by the victim’s sister. 2. a document
which shows who someone is � The bank
manager asked him for identification.
identify

� identify /a|dentfa/ (identifies,
identifying, identified) verb 1. to recognise
a person or thing and to be able to say who
or what they are � Can you identify what
sort of rock this is? � She was able to iden-
tify her attacker. 2. to state that something
belongs to you � Each person was asked to
identify his or her baggage.

identify with phrasal verb to have the

same feelings as someone, or to have a
feeling of sympathy for someone or
something [~with] � I can identify with the
heroine who spends her life trapped in a
small rural town.

identity

� identity /a |dentti/ noun someone’s
name and personal details � He changed
his identity when he went to work for the
secret services.
identity cardidentity card /a |dentti �kɑ
d/ noun a
card which shows a photograph of the
holder, with the name, date of birth and
other details, carried by citizens of a coun-
try or members of a group to prove who
they are
ideology

� ideology /�adi|ɒləd�i/ (plural ideolo-
gies) noun a theory of life based not on re-
ligious belief, but on political or economic
philosophy
idiocyidiocy /diəsi/ noun total stupidity (offen-
sive)
idiom

� idiom /diəm/ noun 1. an expression
which means something different as a
whole from what the individual parts of it
usually mean � ‘It’s raining cats and dogs’
is an idiom meaning ‘it is raining hard’. 2.
a characteristic way of speaking or of writ-
ing � ‘How now, what news?’ was a com-
mon greeting in the idiom of Shakespeare’s
England.
idiomaticidiomatic /�diə|m�tk/ adj referring to
a natural colloquial way of speaking a lan-
guage
idiosyncrasyidiosyncrasy /�diəυ|sŋkrəsi/ noun a
particularly odd way of behaving
idiosyncraticidiosyncratic /�diəυsŋ |kr�tk/ adj
odd or peculiar; particular to one person
idiot

� idiot /diət/ noun a person who be-
haves in a stupid way (insult)
idioticidiotic /�di |ɒtk/ adj stupid
idleidle /ad(ə)l/ adj (idler, idlest) 1. not do-
ing anything � He’s the idlest man I know
– he never does any work at all. 2. not op-
erating � The machines lay idle for days
when the factory closed. (NOTE: Do not con-
fuse with idol.) � verb (idles, idling, idled)
(of a machine) to run at a low speed � He
waited for her in the car with the engine
idling.
idolidol /ad(ə)l/ noun 1. someone such as a
star performer or sportsperson who is very
popular and admired � The England cap-
tain is many boys’ idol. 2. the statue of a
god which is worshipped
idoliseidolise /adəlaz/ (idolises, idolising,
idolised), idolize verb to admire someone
very much
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idyllicidyllic / |dlk/ adj happy and pleasant in
a romantic way
if

� if /f/ conj 1. showing what might hap-
pen � If it freezes tonight, the paths will be
slippery tomorrow. � If I’m in London, I’ll
come and see you. � If he had told me you
were ill, I’d have come to see you in hospi-
tal. � If I won the lottery, I would take a
long holiday. 2. used in asking questions �
Do you know if the plane is late? � I was
wondering if you would like to have some
tea.
iffyiffy /fi/ adj doubtful, not at all certain
iglooigloo /(lu
/ noun a dome-shaped shelter
built out of blocks of snow
igniteignite /(|nat/ (ignites, igniting, ignited)
verb 1. to catch fire � There was a loud ex-
plosion as the gas ignited. 2. to set fire to
something � The teacher showed us how to
ignite the Bunsen burner.
ignitionignition /( |nʃ(ə)n/ noun (in a car) the
process which starts the burning of the
compressed air-fuel mixture
ignominiousignominious /�(nə |mniəs/ adj shame-
ful (formal)
ignoranceignorance /(nərəns/ noun a state of
not knowing
ignorantignorant /(nərənt/ adj not knowing an-
ything
ignore

� ignore /(|nɔ
/ (ignores, ignoring, ig-
nored) verb not to notice someone or
something deliberately � She ignored the
red light and just drove straight through. �
When we met he just ignored me.
iguanaiguana /( |wɑ
nə/ noun a large type of
plant-eating lizard
ill

� ill /l/ adj sick; not well � Stress can
make you ill. � If you’re feeling ill you
ought to see a doctor. � to fall ill to become
ill � She fell seriously ill and we thought
she was going to die. � to be taken ill to
become ill suddenly � He was taken ill
while on holiday in Greece.
I’ll

� I’ll /al/ short for I will
ill-advisedill-advised /�l əd|vazd/ adj not sensi-
ble, or not a good idea
ill-conceivedill-conceived /l kən |si
vd/ adj foolish
or badly planned
illegalillegal / |li
((ə)l/ adj against the law � It is
illegal to serve alcohol to people under 16.
illegal immigrantillegal immigrant / |�li
((ə)l m(rənt/
noun a person who has entered a country il-
legally and wants to settle there
illegallyillegally /|li
(əli/ adv in an illegal way
illegibleillegible /|led�b(ə)l/ adj (of writing)
which cannot be read

illegitimateillegitimate /�l|d�tmət/ adj 1. born to
parents who are not married to each other
� He failed in his attempt to hide his illegit-
imate child from the press. 2. forbidden by
certain rules; against the law � We should
all be concerned at the illegitimate use of
certain prescription drugs. � The govern-
ment is cracking down on the illegitimate
ownership of firearms.
ill-equippedill-equipped /l  |kwpt/ adj not having
the right equipment or preparation
ill-fatedill-fated /�l fetd/ adj unlucky and
bound to fail
ill-fittingill-fitting /l ftŋ/ adj which fits badly
ill-gotten gainsill-gotten gains /�l (ɒt(ə)n (enz/ plu-
ral noun money made illegally or dishon-
estly (humorous) � Thinking of them sitting
there with their ill-gotten gains makes me
envious.
illicitillicit / |lst/ adj against the law (NOTE: Do
not confuse with elicit.)
ill-informedill-informed /l n |fɔ
md/ adj having a
lack of knowledge in a particular area
illiteracyilliteracy /|lt(ə)rəsi/ (plural illiteracies)
noun the state of being unable to read or
write
illiterateilliterate /|lt(ə)rət/ adj not able to read
or write � With so few schools or teachers
it is hardly surprising so many children are
illiterate.
ill-manneredill-mannered /l m�nəd/ adj rude
illness

� illness /lnəs/ noun a medical condi-
tion which makes you unwell � She devel-
oped a serious illness. � A lot of the staff
are absent because of illness.
illogicalillogical /|lɒd�k(ə)l/ adj not sensible;
not reasonable
ill-treatill-treat /�l tri
t/ verb to treat a person or
animal badly
illuminateilluminate / |lu
mnet/ (illuminates, il-
luminating, illuminated) verb 1. to make
something bright with lights � The pitch
was illuminated by giant floodlights. � The
town looked magical, illuminated with
strings of lights along the edge of the sea.
2. to explain something to make it clearer �
His talk illuminated several points which I
hadn’t understood before.
illuminatingilluminating / |lu
mnetŋ/ adj inter-
esting and educational, particularly in the
case of something that explains or empha-
sises facts that were previously difficult to
understand
illuminationillumination /|�lu
m |neʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
the state of being brightly lit, or the act of
lighting something brightly 2. the action of
giving information about something � I
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turned to the encyclopedia for illumina-
tion. 3. a coloured illustration in a manu-
script � The chapter illuminations are real
works of art.
illusionillusion / |lu
�(ə)n/ noun an impression
which is not true
illusoryillusory / |lu
səri/ adj not real; which is
an illusion
illustrate

� illustrate /ləstret/ (illustrates, il-
lustrating, illustrated) verb to put pictures
into a book � The book is illustrated with
colour photographs of birds.
illustration

� illustration /�lə|streʃ(ə)n/ noun a
picture in a book � The book has 25 colour
illustrations.
illustratorillustrator /ləstretə/ noun a person
who draws the pictures for a book
illustriousillustrious / |l�striəs/ adj very famous
(formal)
ill willill will /l wl/ noun dislike and unpleas-
antness towards someone
I’m

� I’m /am/ short for I am
image

� image /md�/ noun 1. the opinion
which other people have of a person or of
an organisation � They are spending a lot
of money to improve the company’s image.
2. a picture produced by something such as
a computer or television screen � Can this
software handle images in that format? �

Can you adjust the projector? The image
on the screen is out of focus. 3. a picture of
someone or something, especially one that
you have in your mind � He suddenly had
an image of her saying goodbye the last
time they had met.
imagery

� imagery /md�əri/ noun the use of
comparisons or symbols in writing as a
way of making people imagine things
imaginableimaginable / |m�d�nəb(ə)l/ adj which
you can imagine
imaginaryimaginary / |m�d�n(ə)ri/ adj not real;
part of a story
imagination

� imagination /|�m�d� |neʃ(ə)n/
noun the ability to think of things that are
not part of your own immediate life � She
let her imagination run riot in her stories
for children.
imaginativeimaginative / |m�d�nətv/ adj having
or showing a lot of imagination
imagine

� imagine / |m�d�n/ (imagines, imag-
ining, imagined) verb 1. to think of some-
thing that is not part of your own immedi-
ate life [~(that)/~what/why/how etc] � Imag-
ine yourself sitting on a beach in the hot
sun. � He had never imagined that cooking
could be so enjoyable. � I can’t imagine
why she said that to you. 2. to think that

something exists when it does not � She
thought she had heard footsteps, and then
decided she had imagined it.
imagingimaging /md�ŋ/ noun a technique for
creating pictures using scanners attached
to computers
imbalanceimbalance /m|b�ləns/ noun a lack of
balance
imbecileimbecile /mbəsi
l/ noun a person who
behaves in a stupid way (insult) � You imbe-
cile, you threw the envelope with the
cheque in it into the rubbish! (NOTE: not
used by doctors)
imbueimbue /m |bju
/ (imbues, imbuing, im-
bued) verb to fill someone with a feeling
imitateimitate /mtet/ (imitates, imitating,
imitated) verb 1. to copy something or
someone � The company imitates its com-
petitors by making very similar products.
2. to behave as someone else does, often to
make other people laugh � He made us all
laugh by imitating the head teacher’s way
of walking.
imitationimitation /�m |teʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a copy
made of something 2. an act of copying
someone’s behaviour in order to make oth-
er people laugh � She does a very good im-
itation of the Queen. � adj made to appear
to be something else more valuable � a
necklace of imitation pearls � The bag is
made of imitation leather.
immaculateimmaculate /|m�kjυlət/ adj 1. ex-
tremely clean or tidy � The car looked ab-
solutely immaculate – there wasn’t a spot
of dirt on it. � The nurses all wore immac-
ulate white uniforms. � The last house we
visited was in immaculate condition, while
all the others needed a lot of repairs. 2.
perfect; with no errors � She did an immac-
ulate driving test.
immaterialimmaterial /�mə |təriəl/ adj not rele-
vant
immatureimmature /�mə|tʃυə/ adj 1. not mature;
still developing � Two immature swans fol-
lowed their parents across the lake. 2. not
sensible; not adult � I wish she would grow
up and stop being so immature!
immeasurableimmeasurable / |me�(ə)rəb(ə)l/ adj
too enormous to be measured
immediate

� immediate / |mi
diət/ adj 1. very
soon � He wrote an immediate letter of
complaint. � You didn’t expect an immedi-
ate reply, did you? � Your order will re-
ceive immediate attention. 2. closest, or
right next to you � He had to share his
book with his immediate neighbour.
immediately

� immediately /|mi
dətli/ adv very
soon, or very soon after an event � He got
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my letter, and wrote back immediately. � As
soon as he heard the news he immediately
phoned his wife.
immenseimmense / |mens/ adj very big; enor-
mous
immenselyimmensely / |mensli/ adv very much
immensityimmensity / |mensti/ noun a huge size
immerseimmerse / |m#
s/ (immerses, immers-
ing, immersed) verb 1. to plunge some-
thing into a liquid � He lowered the box
into the water until it was completely im-
mersed. � To sterilise the bottle, immerse in
water and boil for four minutes. 2. to be
completely involved in something you are
doing [~in] � She was immersed in her book
and didn’t hear me come in. � to immerse
yourself in something to concentrate on,
or get fully involved in, something � He
immersed himself in the study of Latin lit-
erature.
immigrantimmigrant /m(rənt/ noun a person
who comes to a country to live
immigrateimmigrate /m(ret/ (immigrates, im-
migrating, immigrated) verb to come to
live in a new country
immigrationimmigration /�m |(reʃ(ə)n/ noun the
process of settling in a new country � The
government is encouraging immigration
because of the shortage of workers in key
industries.
imminentimminent /mnənt/ adj which is about
to happen
immobileimmobile / |məυbal/ adj not moving;
not able to move
immoralimmoral /|mɒrəl/ adj not following the
usual principles of good behaviour
immortalimmortal / |mɔ
t(ə)l/ adj very famous;
which will always be remembered � that
immortal line from ‘Casablanca’: ‘play it
again, Sam’ � And now, another song from
the immortal Frank Sinatra.
immortaliseimmortalise / |mɔ
t(ə)laz/ (immortal-
ises, immortalising, immortalised), im-
mortalize verb to make someone or some-
thing be remembered for ever
immovableimmovable /|mu
vəb(ə)l/ adj which
cannot be moved
immuneimmune / |mju
n/ adj 1. protected
against infection � I seem to be immune to
colds – I just never have any. � This injec-
tion should make you immune to yellow fe-
ver. 2. legally protected against, or not lia-
ble to, something � She believed she would
be immune from prosecution. (NOTE: You
are immune to a disease, and from prose-
cution.)

immune systemimmune system / |mju
n �sstəm/
noun a complex network of cells which
protects the body from disease
immunisationimmunisation /�mjυna |zeʃ(ə)n/, im-
munization noun injections, etc., to make a
person immune to a disease
immuniseimmunise /mjυnaz/ (immunises, im-
munising, immunised), immunize verb to
give someone immunity to a disease (NOTE:
You immunise someone against a disease.)
immunity

� immunity / |mju
nti/ noun 1. the
ability to resist attacks of a disease because
of antibodies produced in your body  2.
protection from something such as follow-
ing a rule or being punished for a crime
impimp /mp/ noun a small devil � When you
go into the cathedral, look out for the little
imp carved high up near the choir.
impactimpact1 /mp�kt/ noun 1. a strong effect
� The TV documentary had an strong im-
pact on the viewers. 2. an instance of two
things coming together with force � The
car was totally crushed by the impact of the
collision. � on impact as soon as contact is
made � The plane burst into flames on im-
pact with the ground.
impactimpact2 /m|p�kt/ (impacts, impacting,
impacted) verb to have a strong effect on
something [~on] � The fall in the value of
the currency will impact strongly on busi-
nesses.
impairimpair /m|peə/ (impairs, impairing, im-
paired) verb to damage something so that it
does not work properly
impairedimpaired /m|peəd/ adj damaged or not
very good, either temporarily or perma-
nently
impairmentimpairment /m |peəmənt/ noun dam-
age to or poor functioning of something,
particularly a physical or mental ability
impaleimpale /m |pel/ (impales, impaling, im-
paled) verb to jab a sharp object through
the body
impartimpart /m|pɑ
t/ (imparts, imparting,
imparted) verb to pass on information to
someone; to communicate something to
someone � The news imparted a sense of
excitement to the meeting.
impartialimpartial /m|pɑ
ʃ(ə)l/ adj not biased
impassableimpassable /m |pɑ
səb(ə)l/ adj which
you cannot go through or across
impasseimpasse /�m |pɑ
s/ noun a state where
two sides cannot agree
impassionedimpassioned /m |p�ʃ(ə)nd/ adj show-
ing very deep feelings
impassiveimpassive /m |p�sv/ adj showing no
expression of feelings
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impatienceimpatience /m|peʃ(ə)ns/ noun a lack
of the ability to wait for things in a calm
way
impatientimpatient /m|peʃ(ə)nt/ adj unable to
wait for something in a calm way; in a hur-
ry to do something � We were all impatient
for the film to start. � He’s very impatient
with anyone who works slowly.
impatientlyimpatiently /m|peʃ(ə)ntli/ adv in an
impatient way
impeccableimpeccable /m|pekəb(ə)l/ adj perfect
impedeimpede /m|pi
d/ (impedes, impeding,
impeded) verb to make it difficult for
someone or something to go forwards or
make progress (formal)
impedimentimpediment /m|pedmənt/ noun an
obstacle; a situation which stops some-
thing happening � Is there any just imped-
iment why these two people should not be
joined together in matrimony? � He finds
that not having a car is no impediment to
his job as a salesman.
impelimpel /m|pel/ (impels, impelling, im-
pelled) verb to force someone to do some-
thing (formal )
impendingimpending /m|pendŋ/ adj which will
happen soon
impenetrableimpenetrable /m |pentrəb(ə)l/ adj
which you cannot go through or into, or see
through
imperativeimperative /m |perətv/ noun 1. a thing
which has to be done � Profitability is an
imperative with most companies. 2. (in
grammar) the form of a verb when used as
a command � ‘Come here!’ is an example
of a verb used in the imperative.
imperceptibleimperceptible /�mpə |septb(ə)l/ adj
which you cannot notice
imperfectimperfect /m |p#
fkt/ adj not perfect, or
not complete � It’s an imperfect world we
live in. � We only have an imperfect under-
standing of the origins of the universe. �
noun (in grammar) the form of a verb which
shows that something was not finished in
the past � ‘He was cycling’ is the imperfect
past of ‘to cycle’.
imperialismimperialism /m |pəriəlz(ə)m/ noun 1.
(often as a criticism) the idea or practice of
having an empire formed of colonies 2.
control of other countries as if they were
part of an empire � Multinational business-
es are accused of economic imperialism.
imperilimperil /m|perəl/ (imperils, imperilling,
imperilled) verb to put someone or some-
thing in danger (formal)
impersonalimpersonal /m|p#
s(ə)n(ə)l/ adj not
personal; without any personal character �
Just stick to the facts and keep the inter-

view impersonal. � The waiting-room was
cold and impersonal.
impersonateimpersonate /m|p#
sənet/ (imper-
sonates, impersonating, impersonated)
verb to dress like someone, or to pretend to
be that person (NOTE: + impersonation n)
impertinentimpertinent /m |p#
tnənt/ adj rude and
lacking respect
impetuousimpetuous /m|petʃuəs/ adj referring to
an action done without thinking
impetusimpetus /mptəs/ noun energy which
encourages rapid progress
implacableimplacable /m |pl�kəb(ə)l/ adj strong;
which cannot be satisfied or changed
implantimplant1 /m|plɑ
nt/ noun a thing which
has been fixed inside a person’s body � She
has had silicone breast implants.
implantimplant2 /mplɑ
nt/ (implants, implant-
ing, implanted) verb 1. to fix something in-
side a person’s mind very deeply � A love
of his native country was implanted in him
from a very early age. 2. to fix something
inside a person’s body � Surgeons implant-
ed a pacemaker in his chest.
implausibleimplausible /m|plɔ
zb(ə)l/ adj diffi-
cult or impossible to believe
implementimplement1 /mplmənt/ noun a tool or
instrument � The plumber brought an im-
plement for bending pipes.
implementimplement2 /mpl |�ment/ (imple-
ments, implementing, implemented) verb
to put something into effect � The changes
must be implemented immediately.
implicateimplicate /mplket/ (implicates, im-
plicating, implicated) verb � to implicate
someone in something to suggest that
someone is connected with a crime or
something morally wrong � The docu-
ments seemed to implicate his boss in the
scandal.
implication

� implication /�mpl|keʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
the possible effect of an action [~of/~for] �
What will be the implications of the elec-
tion results for public spending? 2. the fact
of being involved in a crime or something
that is morally wrong [~in] � The newspa-
per revealed his implication in the affair of
the stolen diamonds. 3. a suggestion that
something such as a criticism is true al-
though it has not been expressed directly
[~that] � I resent the implication that I knew
anything about the report in advance.
implicitimplicit /m|plst/ adj 1. referring to
something which is not definitely said, but
is suggested � It was implicit in his tone of
voice that he wasn’t going to agree. � Im-
plicit in the inspectors’ report was the pos-
sibility that the restaurant might have to
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close permanently. 2. complete and un-
questioning � He has implicit faith in his
teacher’s advice.
implodeimplode /m |pləυd/ (implodes, implod-
ing, imploded) verb to burst inwards
imploreimplore /m |plɔ
/ (implores, imploring,
implored) verb to ask someone in an emo-
tional way to do something (formal )
imply

� imply /m|pla/ (implies, implying, im-
plied) verb to suggest something without
saying it directly [~(that)] � He implied that
he knew where the papers had been hidden.
� The lawyer implied that the witness had
not in fact seen the accident take place.
impoliteimpolite /�mpə |lat/ adj rude; not polite
importimport1 /mpɔ
t/ noun a product that has
come from another country (NOTE: usually
plural) � adj relating to products from an-
other country � import controls
importimport2 /m|pɔ
t/ (imports, importing,
imported) verb to bring goods into a coun-
try � The company imports television sets
from Japan. � This car was imported from
France.
importance

� importance /m |pɔ
təns/ noun the
fact of being important [/~for] � He recog-
nized the importance of her contribution to
the success of the deal. � This decision has
great importance for everyone here.
important

� important /m |pɔ
tənt/ adj 1. having
a great effect; mattering very much � It’s
important to be in time for the interview. �
I have to go to London for an important
meeting. � He left a file containing impor-
tant papers in the taxi. 2. (of a person) in a
high position � He has an important job. �
She’s an important government official. �

He was promoted to a more important po-
sition.
importantlyimportantly /m |pɔ
təntli/ adv referring
to something that is important � He under-
stood the facts, and, more importantly for a
teacher, he was able to explain them.
impose

� impose /m|pəυz/ (imposes, impos-
ing, imposed) verb 1. to put something into
action officially [~on] � They have tried to
impose a ban on smoking. 2. to ask some-
one to pay a tax or because they have done
something wrong [~on] � The government
imposed a tax increase on electrical items.
� The judge imposed a fine on the shoplift-
er. 3. to cause someone trouble or incon-
venience [~on] � I hope it’s not imposing
on you too much, but I need to have the re-
port today.
imposing

� imposing /m|pəυzŋ/ adj grand or
solemn

impositionimposition /�mpə|zʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the
action of making people pay a tax or of lay-
ing down conditions � the imposition of a
tax on tea 2. an unfair duty or punishment
� She felt it was something of an imposi-
tion.
impossible

� impossible /m |pɒsb(ə)l/ adj which
cannot be done � It’s impossible to do all
this work in two hours. � Getting skilled
staff is becoming impossible.
impossiblyimpossibly /m |pɒsbli/ adv to such an
extent that something is impossible
impotentimpotent /mpət(ə)nt/ adj 1. not able to
do anything � We were impotent in the face
of the typhoon. 2. (of a man) physically un-
able to have sexual intercourse
impoundimpound /m|paυnd/ (impounds, im-
pounding, impounded) verb to take some-
thing away and keep it until the owner
claims it
impoverishedimpoverished /m|pɒvərʃt/ adj made
poor
impracticalimpractical /m |pr�ktk(ə)l/ adj 1.
which is not easy to put into practice � It is
quite impractical to expect three people to
move all the furniture in two hours. 2. not
good at doing things with your hands �

He’s totally impractical – he can’t even
change a light bulb.
impreciseimprecise /�mpr |sas/ adj not precise;
not accurate
impregnableimpregnable /m|pre(nəb(ə)l/ adj
which cannot be captured
impregnateimpregnate /mpre(net/ (impreg-
nates, impregnating, impregnated) verb
1. to soak with something, usually with a
liquid � She wiped the floor with a cloth
impregnated with insecticide. 2. (of a male
animal) to make a female animal pregnant
impress

� impress /m|pres/ (impresses, im-
pressing, impressed) verb to make some-
one feel admiration or respect � Her rapid
response to the request impressed her boss.
� She was impressed by his skill with the
paintbrush. � The military government or-
ganised the display to impress the neigh-
bouring states.
impression

� impression /m |preʃ(ə)n/ noun an
effect on someone’s mind � Blue walls cre-
ate an impression of coldness. � The exhi-
bition made a strong impression on her.
impressionableimpressionable /m|preʃ(ə)nəb(ə)l/
adj easily influenced by others
impressionisticimpressionistic /m |�preʃ(ə)|nstk/
adj 1. giving a general rather than a detailed
idea of something 2. (of art or music) in, or
having elements of, the Impressionist style
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impressive

� impressive /m|presv/ adj impress-
ing people � He had a series of impressive
wins in the chess tournament. � The gov-
ernment staged an impressive display of
military hardware.
imprintimprint1 /mprnt/ noun 1. a mark made
by something pressed down 2. the name
and address of the publisher or printer,
which must appear on most printed matter
imprintimprint2 /m |prnt/ (imprints, imprint-
ing, imprinted) verb to stamp; to mark �

The outline of a child’s hand was left im-
printed on the door. � The scene of devas-
tation remained indelibly imprinted on her
memory.
imprisonimprison /m|prz(ə)n/ (imprisons, im-
prisoning, imprisoned) verb to put or to
keep someone in prison (NOTE: + imprison-
ment n)
improbableimprobable /m |prɒbəb(ə)l/ adj not
probable, not likely
impromptuimpromptu /m |prɒmptju
/ adj done
without any rehearsal or practice � He gave
an impromptu interview on his doorstep. �
adv without any rehearsal or practice �
They gave her five minutes’ notice to speak
impromptu in front of six hundred dele-
gates.
improperimproper /m |prɒpə/ adj 1. not accord-
ing to the normal rules of society or of an
organisation � It was a quite improper use
of our company name. 2. rude or shocking
� The old man made some very improper
suggestions to the girl. 3. used in a wrong
way � The improper use of a drug can
cause serious damage to health.
improprietyimpropriety /�mprə |praəti/ noun the
quality of being socially wrong, or an act
which is socially wrong
improve

� improve /m|pru
v/ (improves, im-
proving, improved) verb 1. to make some-
thing better � We are trying to improve our
image with a series of TV commercials. 2.
to get better � The general manager has
promised that the bus service will improve.
� It poured down all morning, but in the af-
ternoon the weather improved a little.

improve on or upon verb to try to do bet-
ter than something � She tried to improve
on her previous performance.

improvement

� improvement /m|pru
vmənt/ noun
1. a process of becoming better, or of mak-
ing something better [~in] � There has been
no improvement in the train service since
we complained. 2. a change that you make
so that something is better than before
[~on/to] � They carried out some improve-
ments to the house. � We are planning

some home improvements such as a new
kitchen. � The new software is a great im-
provement on the old version.
improviseimprovise /mprəvaz/ (improvises,
improvising, improvised) verb 1. to do or
to make something without any proper
planning � Without a tent, we improvised a
shelter using leaves and branches. 2. to
speak without having any text to read from
� Having forgotten the notes for her speech
she had to improvise as best as she could.
impudentimpudent /mpjυd(ə)nt/ adj rude and
without showing respect
impulseimpulse /mp�ls/ noun 1. a sudden feel-
ing or decision � He had a sudden impulse
to take the car and drive to France. � to do
something on impulse to do something
because you have just thought of it, not be-
cause it was planned 2. a shock which
makes something move or work � Elec-
trodes attached to his head measure brain
impulses. � Neurons are cells in the nerv-
ous system which transmit nerve impulses.
impulsiveimpulsive /m|p�lsv/ adj acting be-
cause of a sudden decision, without think-
ing
impureimpure /m|pjυə/ adj which is not pure,
having another substance mixed with it
impurityimpurity /m |pjυərti/ (plural impurities)
noun a substance which is impure
in

� in /n/ prep, adv 1. used for showing
place � He lives in the country. � In Japan
it snows a lot during the winter. � She’s in
the kitchen. � He’s still in bed. � Don’t
stand outside in the pouring rain. 2. at
home, in an office, at a station � Is the boss
in? � He isn’t in yet. � My husband usually
gets in from work about now. � The train
from Birmingham is due in at 6.30. 3. used
for showing time � In autumn the leaves
turn brown. � On holiday there was noth-
ing to do in the evenings. � She was born in
1999. � He ate his meal in five minutes. �

We went for a skiing holiday in January. 4.
used for showing time in the future � I’ll be
back home in about two hours. � She
should arrive in twenty minutes’ time. 5.
fashionable � This year, short skirts are in.
6. used for showing a state or appearance �
He was dressed in black. � She ran outside
in her dressing gown. � We’re in a hurry. �
The words are set out in alphabetical order.
inabilityinability /�nə |blti/ noun the state of be-
ing unable to do something � His inability
to make decisions causes problems.
inaccessibleinaccessible /�nək |sesb(ə)l/ adj 1.
impossible to reach or to get to � They live
in a farm which is inaccessible by car. �

Intermediate.fm  Page 322  Monday, August 23, 2004  5:36 PM



323 inch
The explorers were lost in an inaccessible
mountain region. � The valley is inaccessi-
ble to motorists. 2. difficult to read or un-
derstand � He writes in a rather inaccessi-
ble style.
inaccuracyinaccuracy /n |�kjυrəsi/ (plural inac-
curacies) noun 1. the state of not being ex-
act � the inaccuracy of the data 2. some-
thing that is not correct, but usually only
slightly incorrect � I found several inaccu-
racies in the report.
inaccurateinaccurate /n |�kjυrət/ adj not accu-
rate, not exact
inactioninaction /n |�kʃən/ noun a lack of activ-
ity
inactiveinactive /n|�ktv/ adj not active or not
doing anything
inadequacyinadequacy /n |�dkwəsi/ (plural inad-
equacies) noun 1. a feeling of being inad-
equate � Being compared with his brother
all the time gave him feelings of inadequa-
cy. (NOTE: no plural in this meaning) 2. a fea-
ture of something which is not good
enough or which does not work well
enough � The report mentions inadequa-
cies in the system used for counting votes.
inadequateinadequate /n|�dkwət/ adj 1. not
enough � The island has inadequate sup-
plies of water in the summer months. 2. not
good enough compared with what is ex-
pected � Being compared to his brother
made him feel quite inadequate.
inadvisableinadvisable /�nəd|vazəb(ə)l/ adj (of a
plan or idea) unwise or foolish
inalienableinalienable /n|eliənəb(ə)l/ adj which
cannot be taken away or refused (formal )
inaneinane /|nen/ adj silly, senseless
inanimateinanimate /n |�nmət/ adj not alive
inappropriateinappropriate /�nə |prəυpriət/ adj not
suitable, not fitting the circumstances
inarticulateinarticulate /�nɑ
 |tkjυlət/ adj not
speaking clearly � an inarticulate exam
candidate
inasmuch asinasmuch as /�nəz |m�tʃ əz/ conj see-
ing that, owing to the fact that
inaudibleinaudible /n |ɔ
db(ə)l/ adj which can-
not be heard
inauguralinaugural / |nɔ
(jυrəl/ adj 1. being the
first of a series 2. referring to an official be-
ginning
inaugurateinaugurate /|nɔ
(jυret/ (inaugurates,
inaugurating, inaugurated) verb 1. to open
officially a new building or a festival, etc. �
The Minister was invited to inaugurate the
new computer system. 2. � to inaugurate
someone as something to swear in some-
one as the new holder of a particular post �

Each new US president is inaugurated on
January 20th.
inborninborn /�n|bɔ
n/ adj which you have
since birth
inboxinbox /nbɒks/ noun (computers) the
folder in an email package into which mail
is delivered
Inc

� Inc abbr US incorporated � We’re deal-
ing with a company called John Doe, Inc.
incandescentincandescent /�nk�n|des(ə)nt/ adj 1.
shining brightly 2. showing extreme emo-
tion, especially anger
incapableincapable /n|kepəb(ə)l/ adj not able to
do something
incapacitateincapacitate /�ŋkə |p�stet/ (inca-
pacitates, incapacitating, incapacitated)
verb to make someone unable to do some-
thing
incapacityincapacity /�nkə |p�sti/ noun 1. a lack
of ability to do something 2. a physical or
mental disability
incarcerateincarcerate /n |kɑ
səret/ (incarcer-
ates, incarcerating, incarcerated) verb to
put someone in prison (formal )
incarnationincarnation /�nkɑ
 |neʃ(ə)n/ noun an
appearance in human form � To many peo-
ple, he was the incarnation of evil.
incendiaryincendiary /n |sendiəri/ adj which caus-
es fire � Terrorists left incendiary devices
in the shopping centre.
incenseincense1 /nsens/ noun powder which
when burnt gives a strong smell � The
priests burnt incense round the shrine.
incenseincense2 /n |sens/ (incenses, incens-
ing, incensed) verb to make someone an-
gry � His speech incensed the crowd who
went on the rampage in the centre of the
town.
incensedincensed /n |senst/ adj very angry
incentive

� incentive /n |sentv/ noun something
which encourages someone to do some-
thing � The possibility of a bonus is an in-
centive to the sales force.
inceptioninception /n |sepʃən/ noun the start of
something (formal )
incessantincessant /n|ses(ə)nt/ adj continuous,
not stopping
incestincest /nsest/ noun the offence of a per-
son’s having sexual intercourse with a
close relative such their daughter, son,
mother or father
inch

� inch /ntʃ/ noun a measure of length
equal to 2.54 centimetres � a three-and-a-
half-inch disk � Snow lay six inches deep
on the ground. � She is five foot six inches
tall (5’6’’). � foot (NOTE: With numbers inch
is usually written with the symbol ": a 3½’’
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disk; He is 5’ 9’’.; say: ‘a three and a half inch
disk’, ‘He’s five foot nine’)
incident

� incident /nsd(ə)nt/ noun 1. some-
thing which happens, especially something
unpleasant � Last year six hundred inci-
dents of oil pollution were reported. 2. a vi-
olent action or disturbance that occurs
somewhere � There were several incidents
during the demonstration.
incidentalincidental /�ns |dent(ə)l/ adj happening
in connection with something else, but not
important � Breaking the Olympic record
was almost incidental – winning the gold
medal was the important thing.
incidentally

� incidentally /�ns |dent(ə)li/ adv
used for mentioning something new in a
conversation
incinerateincinerate /n|snəret/ (incinerates, in-
cinerating, incinerated) verb to destroy
something by burning
incineratorincinerator /n|snəretə/ noun a fur-
nace for burning rubbish
incipientincipient /n |spiənt/ adj which is begin-
ning or starting
incisionincision /n |s�(ə)n/ noun a cut in a pa-
tient’s body made by a surgeon
incisiveincisive /n |sasv/ adj very perceptive,
sharp or cutting
inciteincite /n|sat/ (incites, inciting, incited)
verb to encourage something � to incite
someone to something to encourage or
persuade someone to do something bad �
He was accused of inciting racial hatred.
inclination

� inclination /�ŋkl |neʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a
tendency � After a big lunch he had a
strong inclination to go to sleep. 2. a slope,
or angle of a slope � The hill has an incli-
nation of 1 in 15. 3. a slight movement for-
wards � She acknowledged my presence
with a slight inclination of her head.
inclineincline1 /nklan/ noun a slope � A steep
incline leads to the garage.
inclineincline2 /n |klan/ (inclines, inclining,
inclined) verb 1. to slope � The garden in-
clines gradually down to the river. 2. to en-
courage someone to do something � The
results of the poll inclined newspaper re-
porters to try to forecast the result of the
general election. 3. � to be inclined to do
something to be likely to do something �

She is inclined to try to excuse everything
her son does. � Our washing machine is in-
clined to overheat. 4. to bend or to bow �
He inclined his head and murmured a
greeting.
inclined

� inclined /n |kland/ adj 1. sloping �
An inclined plane gives easy access to the
warehouse. 2. likely to do something � She

is inclined to get very annoyed when any-
one criticises her golf strokes.
include

� include /n|klu
d/ (includes, includ-
ing, included) verb to count someone or
something along with others � The waiter
did not include service in the bill. � The to-
tal is £140, not including insurance and
handling charges. � There were 120 people
at the wedding if you include the children.
including

� including /n |klu
dŋ/ prep taking
something together with something else �

The total comes to £25.00 including VAT.
inclusion

� inclusion /n |klu
�(ə)n/ noun the act
of counting someone or something in
among others
inclusiveinclusive /n|klu
sv/ adj 1. which
counts something in with other things �
The bill is not inclusive of VAT. 2. (giving
figures or dates) referring to a period of
time or a passage of writing that includes
the first and last items mentioned � The
conference runs from the 12th to the 16th
inclusive. � For the next lesson, you need to
study pages 23 to 31 inclusive.
incoherentincoherent /�nkəυ |hərənt/ adj not
able to speak in a way which makes sense
income

� income /nk�m/ noun an amount of
money which you receive, especially as
pay for your work � Their weekly income is
not really enough to live on.
income tax

� income tax /nk�m t�ks/ noun a tax
on money earned as wages or salary
incomingincoming /nk�mŋ/ adj 1. arriving or
coming in 2. recently elected or appointed
� The chairman welcomed the incoming
committee. � The incoming government
has the job of trying to deal with the wors-
ening economic situation.
incomparableincomparable /n |kɒmp(ə)rəb(ə)l/ adj
which cannot be compared to anything else
incompatibleincompatible /�nkəm|p�tb(ə)l/ adj
not able to live, work or fit together, or with
something else [~with] � The two computer
systems are incompatible. � John and Su-
san are quite incompatible: I don’t know
how they can stay married. � His behav-
iour is quite incompatible with his position
as a manager.
incompetentincompetent /n |kɒmpt(ə)nt/ adj who
cannot work well, who is not able to do
something � She was dismissed for being
incompetent.
incompleteincomplete /�nkəm |pli
t/ adj not com-
plete, not finished
incomprehensibleincomprehensible /n|�kɒmpr |

hensb(ə)l/ adj which cannot be under-
stood
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inconceivableinconceivable /�nkən|si
vəb(ə)l/ adj
very unlikely, which cannot be imagined
inconclusiveinconclusive /�nkən|klu
sv/ adj with-
out any definite result
incongruousincongruous /n |kɒŋ(ruəs/ adj which
does not fit with the rest, which seems out
of place
inconsequentialinconsequential /n |�kɒns |kwenʃəl/
adj not important
inconsiderateinconsiderate /�nkən |sdərət/ adj not
thinking of other people
inconsistentinconsistent /�nkən|sstənt/ adj
whose behaviour changes often and is un-
predictable � He’s inconsistent – some-
times he works hard, sometimes he doesn’t.
� The team’s form has been inconsistent of
late.
inconspicuousinconspicuous /�nkən|spkjuəs/ adj
not at all obvious
incontinentincontinent /n |kɒntnənt/ adj unable
to control the body’s waste products
inconvenienceinconvenience /�nkən|vi
niəns/ noun
awkwardness � The inconvenience of the
date of the business conference, on the day
before Christmas Day, meant that few peo-
ple turned up. � verb (inconveniences, in-
conveniencing, inconvenienced) to both-
er someone � I don’t want to inconvenience
you.
inconvenientinconvenient /�nkən |vi
niənt/ adj
awkward, causing difficulties
incorporate

� incorporate /n |kɔ
pəret/ (incorpo-
rates, incorporating, incorporated) verb
1. to bring something into something else
to make one main whole � We are trying to
incorporate the suggestions from the com-
mittees into the main proposal. 2. to form
an official body or a registered company �
The company was incorporated three years
ago.
incorporatedincorporated /n |kɔ
pəretd/ adj US
showing that a company has been officially
registered
incorrectincorrect /�nkə |rekt/ adj wrong, not
correct
incorrigibleincorrigible /n |kɒrd�b(ə)l/ adj badly
behaved and unlikely to improve
increaseincrease1 /n |kri
s/ noun an instance of
something becoming larger [~in] � an in-
crease in tax or a tax increase � an in-
crease in the cost of living
increaseincrease2 /nkri
s/ (increasing, in-
creased) verb 1. to rise or grow [~in] � Oil
has increased in price twice in the past
year. 2. to make a level or amount higher �
The boss increased her salary. � Rail fares
have been increased by 10%.

increased

� increased /n |kri
st/ adj larger or
higher than before � These increased rail
fares mean that we cannot afford to travel
so much.
increasingly

� increasingly /n |kri
sŋli/ adv more
and more � He found it increasingly diffi-
cult to keep up with the workload at the of-
fice. � His future with the company looks
increasingly doubtful.
incredibleincredible /n|kredb(ə)l/ adj 1. which
you find difficult to believe � It is absolute-
ly incredible that anyone as rich as he is
can avoid paying tax. 2. of remarkable
size, quantity, etc. � Over the years he has
amassed an incredible fortune. � You
should go to see ‘Jaws’ – it’s an incredible
film.
incredibly

� incredibly /n|kredbli/ adv very, ex-
tremely � She’s incredibly tall. � It is in-
credibly difficult to find a parking space
near my office in the middle of the day.
incredulousincredulous /n |kredjυləs/ adj who
does not believe what someone says or
what is happening
incrementincrement /ŋkrmənt/ noun a regular
automatic addition to salary
incrementalincremental /�ŋkr|ment(ə)l/ adj grad-
ually increasing
incriminateincriminate /n|krmnet/ (incrimi-
nates, incriminating, incriminated) verb
to show that a person has committed a
criminal act � to incriminate yourself to
say something which makes you seem to
be guilty � He refused to testify in case he
incriminated himself.
incumbentincumbent /n |k�mbənt/ noun a person
who holds an official post � Mrs Jones is
our new librarian – she is taking over from
the present incumbent next month. � There
will be no changes in the governor’s staff
while the present incumbent is still in of-
fice.
incur

� incur /n |k#
/ (incurs, incurring, in-
curred) verb to get into a position where
you have to pay money or will be in danger
� The company has incurred considerable
losses in the USA. � He incurred many
debts during his time at college.
incurableincurable /n|kjυərəb(ə)l/ adj unable to
be cured
incursionincursion /n|k#
ʃ(ə)n/ noun an attack
on another country’s territory
indebtedindebted /n |detd/ adj owing something
to someone
indecentindecent /n|di
s(ə)nt/ adj 1. rude, of-
fensive � He was prosecuted for indecent
exposure. 2. not polite � As soon as the

Intermediate.fm  Page 325  Monday, August 23, 2004  5:36 PM



indecision 326
speeches ended, there was an indecent
rush to find something to eat.
indecisionindecision /�nd |s�(ə)n/ noun hesita-
tion, the inability to decide
indecisiveindecisive /�nd|sasv/ adj 1. without
any positive result � The result of the elec-
tion was indecisive as no party had a ma-
jority. 2. who cannot decide anything � He
was criticised for being indecisive.
indeed

� indeed /n |di
d/ adv (for emphasis) re-
ally � Thank you very much indeed for in-
viting me to stay. � They have been very
kind indeed to their daughter.
indefensibleindefensible /�nd |fensb(ə)l/ adj
which cannot be defended or excused
indefinableindefinable /�nd |fanəb(ə)l/ adj which
cannot be defined or explained
indefinite

� indefinite /n|def(ə)nət/ adj without a
definite end � He has been suspended for
an indefinite period, pending an inquiry.
indefinite articleindefinite article /n |�def(ə)nət
ɑ
tk(ə)l/ noun the word ‘a’ or ‘an’ in
English, or a word with a similar use in an-
other language
indelibleindelible /n|delb(ə)l/ adj which cannot
be removed
indelicateindelicate /n |delkət/ adj rude and em-
barrassing
indemnityindemnity /n|demnti/ (plural indemni-
ties) noun compensation for a loss or a
wrong
indentindent /n |dent/ (indents, indenting, in-
dented) verb to start a line several spaces in
from the left-hand side of the page
indentationindentation /�nden |teʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a
hole or space in the surface or edge of
something 2. a space at the beginning of a
line of text
independence

� independence /�nd |pendəns/ noun
1. a state of not needing help from anyone
else [~from] � She’s eighteen and is looking
forward to a life of independence from her
family. 2. freedom from rule by another
country
independent

� independent /�nd|pendənt/ adj 1.
free, not ruled by anyone else � Slovenia
has been independent since 1991. 2. not
owned by a group, not controlled by the
state � The big chains are forcing the inde-
pendent shops to close down. 3. not need-
ing help from anyone else � She’s eighteen
and wants to be independent of her family.
in-depthin-depth /n depθ/ adj very serious and
thorough
indescribableindescribable /�nd |skrabəb(ə)l/ adj
which cannot be described

indestructible

indestructible /�nd |str�ktəb(ə)l/ adj
which cannot be destroyed
indeterminateindeterminate /�nd |t#
mnət/ adj 1.
not exact or clear 2. not having a predicta-
ble result
index

� index /ndeks/ noun 1. a list, usually
in alphabetical order, showing the pages on
which different subjects appear in a book �
Look up the references to London in the in-
dex. (NOTE: The plural in this sense is index-
es) 2. a regular report which shows rises
and falls in things such as prices and unem-
ployment � The economic indices look
very promising at the moment. (NOTE: The
plural in this sense is indices)
index card

index card /ndeks kɑ
d/ noun a card
used to make a card index
index fingerindex finger /ndeks �fŋ(ə/ noun the
first finger, next to the thumb
indicate

� indicate /ndket/ (indicates, indi-
cating, indicated) verb to show something
[~(that)] � He indicated the position of the
hotel on this map? � The latest figures in-
dicate that not as many people are now un-
employed.
indication

� indication /�nd |keʃ(ə)n/ noun a
sign 
indicativeindicative /n |dkətv/ adj that shows or
indicates something � Repeated attacks on
tourists are indicative of a general break-
down of law and order in the country.
indicatorindicator /ndketə/ noun 1. something
which indicates how good or bad, hot or
cold, etc. something is � The inflation rate
is a good indicator of the strength of the
economy. 2. a flashing light on a car which
shows which way the driver is going to turn
� His left indicator was flashing and then
he turned right!
indictindict /n|dat/ (indicts, indicting, indict-
ed) verb to charge someone with a crime
(formal )
indictment

indictment /n |datmənt/ noun a writ-
ten statement of the details of the crime
with which someone is charged (formal)
indifferent

indifferent /n|df(ə)rənt/ adj 1. not car-
ing, not interested � The world cannot re-
main indifferent to the problems of the
starving refugees in central Africa. 2. not
particularly good, not special � In view of
the school’s indifferent exam results, the
governors have set up a review of teaching
practices. � They served us a bottle of very
indifferent champagne.
indigenousindigenous /n |dd�nəs/ adj born in or
belonging to a place
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indigestionindigestion /�nd |d�estʃən/ noun a
pain caused when your stomach has diffi-
culty in digesting food
indignantindignant /n |d(nənt/ adj feeling of-
fended or angry because of an unfair situa-
tion � I was really indignant when I found
out how much my colleague earned.
indignationindignation /�nd(|neʃ(ə)n/ noun a
feeling of something not being fair or rea-
sonable � The crowd showed their indigna-
tion at the referee’s decision by whistling.
indignityindignity /n |d(nti/ noun a shameful
action which causes embarrassment
indirectindirect /�nda |rekt/ adj not direct � The
taxi took us to the airport by a very indirect
route.
indirectlyindirectly /�nd |rektli/ adv not directly
indirect objectindirect object /�ndrekt ɒbd�ekt/
noun a person or thing to whom or which
an action is done
indirect speechindirect speech /�ndrekt spi
tʃ/
noun the reporting of what someone has
said
indiscreetindiscreet /�nd |skri
t/ adj very obvi-
ous, not discreet
indiscretionindiscretion /�nd |skreʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
carelessness about what you do or say � the
minister’s indiscretion in talking to the
journalist 2. a mildly immoral action � We
must forget his youthful indiscretions.
indiscriminateindiscriminate /�nd|skrmnət/ adj
widespread; not choosing carefully
indispensableindispensable /�nd|spensəb(ə)l/ adj
which you cannot do without
indisputableindisputable /�nd |spju
təb(ə)l/ adj
which cannot be argued about (formal )
indistinctindistinct /�nd |stŋkt/ adj vague or un-
clear
indistinguishableindistinguishable /�nd |

stŋ(wʃəb(ə)l/ adj not able to be told
apart from something [~from] � To some
people margarine is indistinguishable from
butter.
individual

� individual /�nd|vd�uəl/ noun a sin-
gle person � We welcome private individu-
als as well as groups. � adj single, for a
particular person � We treat each individu-
al case on its merits. � We provide each
member of the tour group with an individ-
ual itinerary.
individualismindividualism /�nd |vd�uəlz(ə)m/
noun a liking for doing things in your own
way, not as other people do
individualityindividuality /�ndvd�u|�lti/ noun
the quality which makes each person dif-
ferent from all others

individuallyindividually /�nd |vd�uəli/ adv sepa-
rately, singly
indoctrinateindoctrinate /n |dɒktrnet/ (indoctri-
nates, indoctrinating, indoctrinated) verb
to teach political or religious ideas and
force someone to accept them (NOTE: + in-
doctrination n)
indoorindoor /ndɔ
/ adj inside a building � an
indoor swimming pool
indoors

� indoors /n|dɔ
z/ adv inside a building
� Let’s go indoors. � Mum was indoors,
reading.
induce

� induce /n|dju
s/ (induces, inducing,
induced) verb 1. to persuade someone to
do something � Do you think an extra 10%
will induce them to sign the contract? �

They induced him to steal the plans by of-
fering him a large amount of money. 2. to
make something, such as the birth of a
child, happen � The baby was ten days late,
so had to be induced.
inducementinducement /n|dju
smənt/ noun
something which is used to persuade
someone to do something
inductioninduction /n|d�kʃən/ noun the process
of starting a new person in a new job � In-
duction for all trainees will take place over
two weeks in May.
indulgeindulge /n|d�ld�/ (indulges, indulging,
indulged) verb 1. to have or do something
you enjoy [~in] � On holiday I indulged my
passion for chocolate. � I like to indulge in
a sauna once in a while. 2. to give someone
little luxuries � She always indulges her lit-
tle grandson with sweets and presents. � to
indulge yourself to give yourself a little
luxury � I love Greek cakes, but I don’t of-
ten get the chance to indulge myself.
indulgenceindulgence /n |d�ld�əns/ noun a pleas-
ant activity, especially eating or drinking
indulgentindulgent /n|d�ld�ənt/ adj kind, too
generous towards someone
industrial

� industrial /n|d�striəl/ adj relating to
the production of goods � The Midlands is
the main industrial region in Britain.
industrial actionindustrial action /n |�d�striəl �kʃən/
noun a strike or protest by workers
industrial estateindustrial estate /n|d�striəl  |�stet/
noun an area of land near a town specially
for factories and warehouses
industrialisationindustrialisation /n|�d�striəla |

zeʃ(ə)n/, industrialization noun another
spelling of industrialisation
industrialiseindustrialise /n|d�striə |�laz/, indus-
trialize verb another spelling of industrial-
ise
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industrialisedindustrialised, industrialized adj an-
other spelling of industrialised
industrialistindustrialist /n|d�striəlst/ noun an
owner or director of a factory
industrial parkindustrial park /n|d�striəl pɑ
k/ noun
an area especially for factories and busi-
nesses
industrial relationsindustrial relations /n|�d�striəl r |

leʃ(ə)nz/ plural noun the relations be-
tween management and workers � He car-
ried out a study of industrial relations over
the last 10 years. � We aim to promote
good industrial relations.
industrial tribunalindustrial tribunal /n |�d�striəl tra |

bju
n(ə)l/ noun a court which decides in
disputes between employers and workers
industriousindustrious /n |d�striəs/ adj who
works steadily and hard
industry

� industry /ndəstri/ noun the produc-
tion of goods and the provision of services,
or the companies involved in this activity �
Oil is a key industry. � The car industry has
had a good year. � The government is help-
ing industry to sell more products abroad.
� The tourist industry brings in a lot of for-
eign currency.
inebriatedinebriated / |ni
brietd/ adj drunk
inedibleinedible /n |edb(ə)l/ adj which you can-
not eat
ineffectiveineffective /�n |fektv/ adj which does
not have any effect
ineffectualineffectual /�n |fektʃuəl/ adj 1. which
does not have the right effect � Her ineffec-
tual attempts to open the door. 2. weak, un-
able to show any authority � He’s a nice
man but quite ineffectual as a salesman.
inefficientinefficient /�n |fʃ(ə)nt/ adj not effi-
cient
ineligibleineligible /n |eld�b(ə)l/ adj who is not
qualified for something or to do something
ineptinept / |nept/ adj not able to do much;
lacking any skill
inequality

� inequality /�n|kwɒlti/ (plural ine-
qualities) noun the state of not being equal 
inertiainertia / |n#
ʃə/ noun 1. a lack of desire to
move, a lack of ability to do anything � A
feeling of inertia came over the committee
as the meeting continued. 2. a physical
force which makes a stationary body re-
main still, or a moving body remain mov-
ing � An astronaut who pushes himself
away from his spaceship will continue to
drift away into space under inertia if he is
not attached to a safety line. 3. a lack of en-
ergy, laziness � He became manager of the
shop through sheer inertia on the part of
everyone else.

inescapableinescapable /�n |skepəb(ə)l/ adj
which you cannot avoid
inevitable

� inevitable /n |evtəb(ə)l/ adj which
must happen, which cannot be avoided � It
was inevitable that the younger children
would want to leave home.
inexcusableinexcusable /�nk |skju
zəb(ə)l/ adj
which cannot be excused or forgiven
inexhaustibleinexhaustible /�n(|zɔ
stb(ə)l/ adj 1.
impossible to finish or use up 2. never be-
coming tired
inexpensiveinexpensive /�nk|spensv/ adj cheap
inexperiencedinexperienced /�nk |spəriənst/ adj
who does not have much experience
inexplicableinexplicable /�nk |splkəb(ə)l/ adj
which cannot be explained
infamousinfamous /nfəməs/ adj famous for be-
ing bad or unpleasant � Tourists were
warned not to go near the infamous back
street bars.
infancyinfancy /nfənsi/ noun young childhood
� Two of her children died in infancy.
infant

� infant /nfənt/ noun a young baby
infantileinfantile /nfəntal/ adj ((of behaviour))
very silly and annoying
infantryinfantry /nfəntri/ noun soldiers who
fight on foot
infatuatedinfatuated /n |f�tjuetd/ adj wildly in
love
infatuationinfatuation /n|f�tjueʃ(ə)n/ noun a
sudden strong feeling of love for someone,
especially someone you do not know very
well or someone who does not love you
infectinfect /n |fekt/ (infects, infecting, infect-
ed) verb to pass on a disease or infection to
someone � He was infected with the dis-
ease when he was abroad on holiday.
infection

� infection /n |fekʃən/ noun a disease
which spreads from one person to another
� Her throat infection keeps coming back.
� He was sneezing and spreading infection
to other people in the office. � She seems to
catch every little infection there is.
infectious

� infectious /n |fekʃəs/ adj (of an ill-
ness or an emotion such as fear) likely to
be passed from one person to another �
This strain of flu is highly infectious. �

He’s a great music teacher and his enthu-
siasm for jazz is very infectious. Compare
contagious
infer

� infer /n|f#
/ (infers, inferring, in-
ferred) verb to reach an opinion about
something from facts [~from/~(that)] � He
inferred from the letter that the accused
knew the murder victim. � Counsel inferred
that the witness had not been present at the
time of the accident.
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inference

� inference /nf(ə)rəns/ noun an un-
derstanding or conclusion 
inferiorinferior /n |fəriə/ noun a person of a
lower rank � He always addressed his infe-
riors in a very abrupt way.
inferiority complexinferiority complex /n |�fəri |ɒrti
�kɒmpleks/ noun a feeling that you are not
as good as others
infernoinferno /n |f#
nəυ/ (plural infernos) noun
a very great fire � By the time help arrived
there was a raging inferno at the plastics
factory.
infertileinfertile /n |f#
tal/ adj (of living things)
not able to reproduce � Over the last few
years there has been an alarming increase
in the number of infertile couples.
infestinfest /n |fest/ (infests, infesting, infest-
ed) verb (of parasites) to be present in large
numbers
infidelityinfidelity /�nf |delti/ noun being un-
faithful
infightinginfighting /nfatŋ/ noun bitter argu-
ments between members of a group
infiltrateinfiltrate /nfltret/ (infiltrates, infil-
trating, infiltrated) verb to become, or to
make someone become, a member of an
organisation secretly, without the officials
knowing
infiniteinfinite /nfnət/ adj with no end
infinitive

� infinitive /n |fntv/ noun the basic
form of a verb, usually shown with ‘to’
infinityinfinity /n |fnti/ noun a space or quanti-
ty that never ends
infirmaryinfirmary /n |f#
məri/ (plural infirma-
ries) noun an old word for a hospital, now
used in names � the Glasgow Royal Infir-
mary
inflameinflame /n |flem/ (inflames, inflaming,
inflamed) verb 1. to make more violent �
His speech was calculated to inflame pub-
lic opinion. 2. to make part of the body re-
act by becoming red and sore � His eyes
had become inflamed from the chlorine in
the water.
inflamedinflamed /n|flemd/ adj red and sore
inflammableinflammable /n |fl�məb(ə)l/ adj which
can easily catch fire
inflammationinflammation /�nflə |meʃ(ə)n/ noun
the process or state of being sore, red and
swollen as a reaction to an infection, an ir-
ritation or an injury
inflammatoryinflammatory /n |fl�mət(ə)ri/ adj
which makes people behave violently �
His inflammatory speeches caused riots.
inflatableinflatable /n|fletəb(ə)l/ adj which can
be inflated or blown up

inflateinflate /n |flet/ (inflates, inflating, in-
flated) verb to fill with air � He used a
small pump to inflate the dinghy.
inflation

� inflation /n |fleʃ(ə)n/ noun a state of
the economy where prices and wages are
rising to keep up with each other � The
government is trying to keep inflation
down below 3%. � We have 15% inflation
or inflation is running at 15%.
inflationaryinflationary /n |fleʃ(ə)n(ə)ri/ adj
which tends to increase inflation
inflectioninflection /n|flekʃən/, inflexion noun
the ending of a word which changes to in-
dicate the plural, the gender, etc.
inflexibleinflexible /n|fleksb(ə)l/ adj 1. which
cannot be bent or changed � The rules on
this point are quite inflexible. � Negotia-
tion is pointless if everyone maintains an
inflexible position. 2. determined not to
change your mind � She had a reputation
for being totally inflexible in her talks with
her EU counterparts.
inflict

� inflict /n |flkt/ (inflicts, inflicting, in-
flicted) verb � to inflict pain or damage
on someone to cause pain or damage to
someone or something � Drugs can inflict
serious harm on young people. � The
bombs inflicted heavy damage on the capi-
tal.
influence

� influence /nfluəns/ noun the ability
to change someone or something; an effect
[~on] � He has had a good influence on the
other staff in the department. � The influ-
ence of the moon on the tides. � He was
charged with driving under the influence of
alcohol. � verb (influences, influencing,
influenced) to make someone or some-
thing change � She was deeply influenced
by her old teacher. � The moon influences
the tides. � The price of oil has influenced
the price of industrial goods.
influential

� influential /�nflu |enʃəl/ adj 1. which
causes change � Her speech was influen-
tial in changing the opinion of the other
members of the committee. 2. powerful �
She has influential friends who got the po-
lice to drop the charges.
influxinflux /nfl�ks/ noun a sudden flow into
infoinfo /nfəυ/ abbr information
inform

� inform /n|fɔ
m/ (informs, informing,
informed) verb to tell someone something
officially � Have you informed the police
that your watch has been stolen? � I regret
to inform you that your father has died. �
We are pleased to inform you that your of-
fer has been accepted.
informal

� informal /n |fɔ
m(ə)l/ adj 1. relaxed,
not formal � Dress casually – the party will
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be informal. � The guide gave us an infor-
mal talk on the history of the castle. 2. (of
language) used when talking to friends and
family
informantinformant /n |fɔ
mənt/ noun a person
who informs or who gives information to
someone
information

� information /�nfə |meʃ(ə)n/ noun a
set of facts about something [~about/on/as
to/regarding] � She couldn’t give the police
any information about how the accident
happened. � She gave me a very useful
piece or bit of information.
informativeinformative /n |fɔ
mətv/ adj which
tells you a lot, which provides a lot of in-
formation
informedinformed /n|fɔ
md/ adj having a lot of
information, or having the latest informa-
tion
informerinformer /n|fɔ
mə/ noun a person who
gives information to the police about a
crime or criminals, sometimes someone
who is himself a criminal
infractioninfraction /n |fr�kʃən/ noun the act of
breaking the law
infrastructure

� infrastructure /nfrə |�str�ktʃə/
noun the basic structure of roads, railways
and other connections in a country
infrequentinfrequent /n |fri
kwənt/ adj not fre-
quent, not happening very often
infringeinfringe /n |frnd�/ (infringes, infring-
ing, infringed) verb to break a law or a
right (NOTE: + infringement n)
infuriateinfuriate /n |fjυəriet/ (infuriates, infu-
riating, infuriated) verb to make someone
very angry � Slow service in restaurants
always infuriates him.
infuriatinginfuriating /n |fjυərietŋ/ adj which
makes you very annoyed
infusioninfusion /n|fju
�(ə)n/ noun 1. an addi-
tion of something new which will make an
improvement � The football club needs an
infusion of capital to buy new players. 2. a
drink made by pouring boiling water onto
a dry substance such as tea or flowers
ingeniousingenious /n|d�i
niəs/ adj very clever �
It was an ingenious plan. (NOTE: Do not
confuse with ingenuous.)
ingenuityingenuity /�nd�|nju
ti/ noun skill in
inventing new things
ingestingest /n |d�est/ (ingests, ingesting, in-
gested) verb to take into the body as if it
were food
ingrainedingrained /�n |(rend/ adj deeply fixed
ingratiateingratiate /n |(reʃiet/ (ingratiates, in-
gratiating, ingratiated) verb � to ingrati-

ate yourself with someone to make your-
self liked by someone
ingratiatingingratiating /n|(reʃietŋ/ adj which
will help make someone like you
ingratitudeingratitude /n |(r�ttju
d/ noun not be-
ing grateful
ingredientingredient /n|(ri
diənt/ noun a materi-
al or substance which you use to make
something � Make sure you’ve got all your
ingredients together before you start cook-
ing.
inhabitinhabit /n|h�bt/ (inhabits, inhabiting,
inhabited) verb to live in a place
inhabitantinhabitant /n|h�bt(ə)nt/ noun a per-
son who lives in a particular place
inhabitedinhabited /n |h�btd/ adj lived in, es-
pecially by humans
inhaleinhale /n|hel/ (inhales, inhaling, in-
haled) verb to breathe in, to draw some-
thing into your lungs when breathing
inherentinherent /n |hərənt/ adj natural, which
belongs to someone or something naturally
inheritinherit /n |hert/ (inherits, inheriting, in-
herited) verb 1. to receive money or prop-
erty from a person who has died � She in-
herited a small fortune from her father. �
When her grandfather died she inherited
the shop. 2. to have characteristics passed
on from a parent � I think she has inherited
her father’s grumpy character. 3. to take
over a client or a problem from someone �
When they bought the shop they inherited a
lot of ancient equipment. � The new man-
ager had inherited a lot of financial prob-
lems.
inheritance

� inheritance /n|hert(ə)ns/ noun
property which is received from a dead
person
inhibit

� inhibit /n |hbt/ (inhibits, inhibiting,
inhibited) verb to prevent an action hap-
pening
inhibitedinhibited /n|hbtd/ adj not being able
to express yourself freely or to do what you
want to do
inhibition

� inhibition /�nh |bʃ(ə)n/ noun the ac-
tion of some mental influence which pre-
vents normal reactions
inhospitableinhospitable /�nhɒ|sptəb(ə)l/ adj not
welcoming
inhumaninhuman /n |hju
mən/ adj cruel, not hu-
man
inhumaneinhumane /�nhju
 |men/ adj not hu-
mane; barbarous
inhumanityinhumanity /�nhju
 |m�nti/ noun the
cruel treatment of people or animals
initial

� initial / |nʃ(ə)l/ adj first � The initial
stage of the project went off smoothly. � My
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initial reaction was to say ‘no’. � He start-
ed the business with an initial sum of £500.
� verb (initials, initialling, initialled) to
write the first letters of your name on a
document to show you have read and ap-
proved it � Can you initial each page of the
contract to show that you have approved
it? � Please initial the agreement at the
place marked with an X.
initially

� initially / |nʃ(ə)li/ adv at the begin-
ning � Initially we didn’t like the new flat,
but we have got used to it now.
initiateinitiate / |nʃiet/ (initiates, initiating, in-
itiated) verb 1. to start something � He ini-
tiated the new project last year. 2. to intro-
duce someone into something secret � He
initiated her into the secrets of digging for
gold. 3. to show someone the basic infor-
mation about something
initiative

� initiative /|nʃətv/ noun a decision
which is intended to solve a problem � The
government has proposed various initia-
tives to get the negotiations moving again.
� to take the initiative to decide to do
something which other people are reluctant
to do � The manager decided to take the in-
itiative and ask for a meeting with the boss.
� The president took the initiative in asking
the rebel leader to come for talks.
injectinject /n|d�ekt/ (injects, injecting, in-
jected) verb 1. to force a liquid into some-
thing under pressure � The nurse injected
the drug using a needle and syringe. � He
injected himself with a drug. 2. to put
something new into something � to inject
some cash into a company � Come on, let’s
try to inject some life into these rehearsals!
injection

� injection /n|d�ekʃən/ noun the act of
putting a liquid into the body using a nee-
dle � The doctor gave him a flu injection.
injunctioninjunction /n|d��ŋkʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a
court order forcing someone to stop doing
something or not to do something � He got
an injunction preventing his ex-wife from
selling his car. � The company applied for
an injunction to stop their rivals marketing
a product which was similar to theirs. 2. an
instruction, order � The children were giv-
en strict injunctions not to open the door. �
Most people ignored the government’s in-
junction to spend less and save more.
injureinjure /nd�ə/ (injures, injuring, injured)
verb to cause pain or damage to a part of
the body � He injured his back playing
rugby. � He was badly injured in a car ac-
cident.
injured

� injured /nd�əd/ noun hurt � The in-
jured girl had fallen off her bike.

injury

� injury /nd�əri/ (plural injuries) noun
damage to your body � He never really re-
covered from his football injury. � She re-
ceived severe back injuries in the accident.
injusticeinjustice /n|d��sts/ noun a lack of jus-
tice
inkink /ŋk/ noun the liquid in a pen � He has
ink marks on his shirt. � The ink won’t
come off the tablecloth. � She wrote com-
ments on his work in red ink.
ink-jet printerink-jet printer /nk d�et �prntə/ noun
a computer printer that prints characters by
sending out little jets of ink
inklinginkling /ŋklŋ/ noun a small idea
inlandinland /nlənd/ adv away from the coast
of a country � If you go inland from the
port, you soon get into the forest.
in-lawsin-laws /n lɔ
z/ plural noun the parents
of your wife or husband � He visited his in-
laws while his wife was in hospital.
inletinlet /nlet/ noun a small branch of water
off a large stretch of water � The smugglers
could have used any one of the numerous
inlets along this stretch of coastline.
in-line skatingin-line skating /�n lan sketŋ/ noun
same as rollerblading
inmateinmate /nmet/ noun a person living in
a home or in a prison
inninn /n/ noun a small hotel
inner

� inner /nə/ adj inside � Go through
that arch and you will come to the inner
courtyard. � Heat is conducted from the in-
ner to the outer layer of the material.
inner circleinner circle /�nə s#
k(ə)l/ noun a small
group of people closely associated with an
important person such as a president
inner city

� inner city /�nə sti/ noun the central
part of a city
innermostinnermost /nəməυst/ adj 1. furthest in-
side � A long dark corridor led to the in-
nermost part of the bank vault. 2. deepest,
most private � His poems reveal his inner-
most feelings.
inningsinnings /nŋz/ (plural same) noun (in
cricket) the time when a team or a player is
batting (NOTE: In US English, in baseball,
the singular inning is used.)
innocenceinnocence /nəs(ə)ns/ noun 1. not be-
ing guilty � The lawyers tried to prove his
innocence. 2. not having any experience or
particular knowledge � In my innocence, I
believed them when they said they were po-
lice officers.
innocentinnocent /nəs(ə)nt/ adj not guilty � He
was found to be innocent of the crime. � In
English law, the accused is always pre-
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sumed to be innocent until he is proved to
be guilty.
innocuousinnocuous / |nɒkjuəs/ adj harmless
innovation

� innovation /�nə|veʃ(ə)n/ noun a
new invention, a new way of doing some-
thing
innovativeinnovative /nəvetv/ adj new in a way
that has not been tried before � a very inno-
vative design
innuendoinnuendo /�nju|endəυ/ (plural innuen-
does or innuendos) noun a remark that
suggests someone has done something
wrong, but without giving direct details
innumerableinnumerable / |nju
m(ə)rəb(ə)l/ adj
very many, which cannot be counted
inoffensiveinoffensive /�nə |fensv/ adj harmless
input

� input /npυt/ noun 1. a contribution to
a discussion � Thank you very much for
your input during the seminar. 2. informa-
tion that is put into a computer [~from/~in-
to/to] � The input from the various branch-
es is fed automatically into the head office
computer.
inquestinquest /ŋkwest/ noun a legal inquiry
into how someone died
inquire

� inquire /n|kwaə/ (inquires /ŋ |

kwaə/, inquiring, inquired), enquire
verb 1. to ask questions about something �
The chef inquired if anything was wrong
with the meal. � She phoned the travel
agent to inquire about air fares to Austral-
ia. � She inquired about my mother’s
health. 2. to investigate, to try to find out
about something � The police are inquir-
ing into his background. � The social serv-
ices are inquiring about the missing girl.
inquiringinquiring /n|kwaərŋ/ adj interested in
finding out information
inquiry

� inquiry /n|kwaəri/ noun 1. a formal
investigation into a problem � a govern-
ment inquiry into the police force � A pub-
lic inquiry will be held about plans to build
another airport. 2. a question about some-
thing � I refer to your inquiry of May 25th.
� All inquiries should be addressed to this
department. � He made an inquiry about
trains to Edinburgh. (NOTE: also spelt en-
quiry.)
inquisitiveinquisitive /n |kwztv/ adj asking a lot
of questions
insaneinsane /n |sen/ adj with a mental disor-
der
insanityinsanity /n|s�nti/ noun a severe mental
disorder or illness
insatiableinsatiable /n|seʃəb(ə)l/ adj which can-
not be satisfied

inscribeinscribe /n |skrab/ (inscribes, inscrib-
ing, inscribed) verb 1. to write, especially
to write a note inside a book when giving it
to someone � The book is inscribed ‘with
best wishes to John, from the author’. 2. to
write permanently, as on stone � The
names of the dead soldiers are inscribed on
the walls of the cemetery.
inscriptioninscription /n |skrpʃən/ noun 1. words
cut on a surface such as stone � The tomb
has an inscription in Latin. 2. a note writ-
ten in a book which is given to someone �

The inscription in the front of the book is by
the author who gave it to his mother.
insectinsect /nsekt/ noun a small animal with
six legs and a body in three parts � A but-
terfly is a kind of insect. � Insects have eat-
en the leaves of the cabbages. � She was
stung by an insect.
insecticideinsecticide /n|sektsad/ noun a liquid
or powder which kills insects
insecureinsecure /�ns |kjυə/ adj 1. not safe �

She felt insecure when walking down the
High Street alone at night. 2. not firmly
fixed � Be careful! that scaffolding looks
insecure.
inseminationinsemination /n |�sem|neʃ(ə)n/ noun
the process of making a woman or female
animal pregnant
insensitiveinsensitive /n|senstv/ adj not worry-
ing how other people feel, not sensitive to
other people’s feelings
insertinsert1 /n|s#
t/ (inserts, inserting, in-
serted) verb to put something inside some-
thing else � She inserted another sentence
into the letter. � He inserted each leaflet
into an envelope. � Insert a coin into the
slot.
insertinsert2 /ns#
t/ noun a paper which is put
inside something � The invitation card had
an insert with a map showing how to get to
the hotel.
insetinset /nset/ noun a small piece which is
put into something larger, such as a small
picture inside a larger one
inside

� inside /n |sad/ adv in a house or other
building � Come on inside – it’s cold in the
street. � It rained all afternoon, so we just
sat inside and watched TV. � Is there any-
one there? – The house seems quite dark
inside. � prep in � There was nothing in-
side the bottle. � She was sitting inside the
car, reading a book. � I’ve never been in-
side his office.
inside leginside leg /n|�sad le(/ noun the meas-
urement of an inside trouser leg seam
inside outinside out /�nsad aυt/ adv 1. turned
with the inner part facing outwards � He
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put his pyjamas on inside out. 2. � to know
something inside out to know something
very well � She knows Central London in-
side out.
insiderinsider /n |sadə/ noun a person who
works in an organisation and therefore
knows secret information
insider dealinginsider dealing /n |�sadə di
lŋ/ noun
the illegal buying or selling of shares by
people who have inside information about
a company
insidiousinsidious /n |sdiəs/ adj working secret-
ly to do harm
insightinsight /nsat/ noun clear ideas or
knowledge
insignificantinsignificant /�ns(|nfkənt/ adj very
small and unimportant
insincereinsincere /�nsn |sə/ adj not sincere
insinuateinsinuate /n|snjuet/ (insinuates, in-
sinuating, insinuated) verb 1. to suggest
by hinting at something in an unpleasant
way � The finance director seemed to be
insinuating that the boss was incompetent.
2. � to insinuate yourself to work your
way gradually into a favourable position �
He managed to insinuate himself into the
MD’s good books.
insipidinsipid /n |spd/ adj with no particular
taste � They served us some insipid tomato
soup.
insist

� insist /n|sst/ (insists, insisting, in-
sisted) verb to state firmly [~(that)] � He in-
sisted that he had never touched the car. �
I insist on an immediate explanation.
insistenceinsistence /n|sstəns/ noun firm de-
mands for something
insistentinsistent /n|sstənt/ adj stating or de-
manding something firmly
in so far as

� in so far as /n səυ fɑ
 �z/, insofar
as conj to the extent that
insolentinsolent /nsələnt/ adj rude and lacking
in respect
insolubleinsoluble /n |sɒljυb(ə)l/ adj 1. (of a sub-
stance) which will not dissolve in water 2.
(of a problem) which cannot be solved
insolventinsolvent /n |sɒlvənt/ adj (especially of
a business) not able to pay debts
insomniainsomnia /n |sɒmniə/ noun the condi-
tion of not being able to sleep
inspect

� inspect /n|spekt/ (inspects, inspect-
ing, inspected) verb to look at something
closely � She inspected the room to see if it
had been cleaned properly.
inspection

� inspection /n|spekʃ(ə)n/ noun the
process of examining something closely �
They carried out an inspection of the
drains.

inspector

� inspector /n |spektə/ noun a senior
official who examines something closely
inspirationinspiration /�nsp|reʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a
sudden urge to create something � Her in-
spiration comes from the countryside of
her native Cornwall. 2. a sudden good idea
� We had run out of sugar and all the shops
were closed, but she had an inspiration and
tried the railway station snack bar.
inspire

� inspire /n |spaə/ (inspires, inspiring,
inspired) verb to make someone feel a
wish to do something
inspiredinspired /n |spaəd/ adj filled with a de-
sire to do something
instabilityinstability /�nstə |blti/ noun the condi-
tion of not being steady (NOTE: The adjec-
tive is unstable.)
install

� install /n |stɔ
l/ (installs, installing,
installed) verb to put a piece of equipment
into the place where it will operate � It took
the plumber a week to install the new cen-
tral heating system.
instalment

� instalment /n|stɔ
lmənt/ noun 1. a
payment of part of a total amount of mon-
ey, which is made regularly � They are
paying for the kitchen by monthly instal-
ments. � You pay £25 down and twelve
monthly instalments of £20. 2. a part of
something which is being broadcast or de-
livered in parts � The next instalment of the
thriller will be shown on Monday evening.
(NOTE: [all senses] The US spelling is in-
stallment.)
instance

� instance /nstəns/ noun an example
� There have been several instances of bul-
lying in our local school. � In this instance,
we will pay for the damage. � for instance
as an example � Why don’t you take up a
new sport – golf, for instance?
instant

� instant /nstənt/ noun a moment or
second � For an instant, he stood still and
watched the policemen. � adj immediate �
A savings account can give you instant ac-
cess to your money.
instantaneousinstantaneous /�nstən|teniəs/ adj
immediate
instantlyinstantly /nstəntli/ adv so soon after an
event that no time appears to have passed
in between
instant messaginginstant messaging /�nstənt
mesd�ŋ/ noun a system for communi-
cating directly by electronic means such as
e-mail
insteadinstead /n |sted/, instead of adv in place
of � We haven’t any coffee – would you like
some tea instead? � If you can’t go, can I
go instead? � I’m going instead of him, be-
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cause he’s ill. � Instead of stopping when
the police officer shouted, he ran away.
instepinstep /nstep/ noun the arched middle
part of your foot (NOTE: Do not confuse with
in step.)
instigateinstigate /nst(et/ (instigating, insti-
gated) verb to make something happen
(NOTE: + instigation n)
instilinstil /n |stl/ (instils, instilling, instilled)
verb to put an idea into someone’s mind
gradually
instinctinstinct /nstŋkt/ noun something
which you have from birth and have not
learnt � Many animals have a hunting in-
stinct.
instinctiveinstinctive /n|stŋktv/ adj (of a reac-
tion) natural
institute

� institute /nsttju
t/ noun an organi-
sation set up for a special purpose � They
are proposing to set up a new institute of
education. � She goes to the research insti-
tute’s library every week.
institution

� institution /�nst |tju
ʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
an organisation or society set up for a spe-
cial purpose � A prison is an institution
which houses criminals. 2. a permanent
custom � British institutions such as cream
teas and the royal family � The lottery has
rapidly become a national institution. 3.
the process of setting something up � the
institution of legal action against the pres-
ident
instruct

� instruct /n|str�kt/ (instructs, in-
structing, instructed) verb to show some-
one how to do something (formal) � We
were all instructed in the use of the fire
safety equipment.
instructioninstruction /n |str�kʃən/ noun 1. a
statement telling someone what they must
do 2. something which explains how some-
thing is to be done or used � She gave us
detailed instructions how to get to the
church.
instructiveinstructive /n |str�ktv/ adj which
gives a lot of information
instructorinstructor /n |str�ktə/ noun a teacher,
especially of a sport
instrument

� instrument /nstrυmənt/ noun a
piece of equipment or a tool � The techni-
cal staff have instruments which measure
the flow of electricity.
instrumentalinstrumental /�nstrυ |ment(ə)l/ adj 1.
playing an important part in getting some-
thing done � The mayor was instrumental
in getting our building proposals passed by
the planning committee. 2. referring to a
musical instrument � I prefer instrumental
music to choral music.

insubordinateinsubordinate /�nsə |bɔ
dnət/ adj not
obeying orders
insubstantialinsubstantial /�nsəb |st�nʃəl/ adj 1.
not very solid or strong 2. not seeming real
insufficientinsufficient /�nsə |fʃ(ə)nt/ adj not
enough
insularinsular /nsjυlə/ adj 1. thinking only of
your own local interests � Opponents of the
UK joining the euro were accused of being
insular. 2. referring to an island � The insu-
lar flora and fauna of the Galapagos are
unique.
insulateinsulate /nsjυlet/ (insulates, insulat-
ing, insulated) verb to prevent heat or cold
or sound escaping or entering
insulationinsulation /�nsjυ|leʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the
process of preventing heat or cold or sound
escaping or entering � Good insulation
saves energy. 2. materials used to insulate
something � The previous owners had used
straw in the roof for insulation.
insulininsulin /nsjυln/ noun a hormone which
controls the way in which the body con-
verts sugar into energy and controls the
level of sugar in the blood
insultinsult1 /ns�lt/ noun a rude word said to
or about a person � That is an insult to the
government. � The crowd shouted insults
at the police.
insultinsult2 /n|s�lt/ (insults, insulting, in-
sulted) verb to say rude things about some-
one � He was accused of insulting the pres-
ident’s wife.
insulting

� insulting /n|s�ltŋ/ adj rude � I’m
used to hearing insulting things about my
business.
insurance

� insurance /n|ʃυərəns/ noun an
agreement with a company by which you
are paid money for loss or damage in return
for regular payments of money [~for] � Do
you have insurance for your travel?
insureinsure /n|ʃυə/ (insures, insuring, in-
sured) verb to agree with a company that if
you pay them a regular amount of money,
they will pay you for loss or damage to
property or persons (NOTE: Do not confuse
with ensure.)
insurmountableinsurmountable /�nsə |maυntəb(ə)l/
adj which cannot be solved or dealt with
successfully
insurrectioninsurrection /�nsə |rekʃən/ noun a re-
bellion against a government
intactintact /n |t�kt/ adj in one piece, not bro-
ken
intakeintake /ntek/ noun 1. a thing or things
which are taken in � She is trying to reduce
her calorie intake or her intake of calories.
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2. a group of new students, soldiers, etc. �

We are increasing our intake of mature stu-
dents again this year. � This year’s intake
of recruits has more potential officers than
usual.
intangible

intangible /n |t�nd�b(ə)l/ adj which
cannot be defined
integral

integral /nt(rəl/ adj which forms part
of something
integrate

integrate /nt(ret/ (integrates, inte-
grating, integrated) verb to link up to form
a whole (NOTE: + integration n)
integrityintegrity /n |te(rti/ noun honesty, moral
principles � His integrity is in doubt since
the report on the company loan scandal.
intellectintellect /ntlekt/ noun the power of the
brain to think or reason � You could see at
once that she was a person of superior in-
tellect.
intellectual

� intellectual /�nt |lektʃuəl/ noun a
person who uses his or her brain to make a
living � Left-wing intellectuals have criti-
cised the Prime Minister.
intellectual propertyintellectual property /nt |�lektjυəl
prɒpəti/ noun original creative work or
ideas which can be protected by law
intelligence

� intelligence /n |teld�əns/ noun 1.
the ability to think and understand � His in-
telligence is well above average. 2. infor-
mation provided by the secret services �
Intelligence gathered by our network of
agents is very useful to us in planning fu-
ture strategy.
intelligent

� intelligent /n |teld�ənt/ adj able to
understand and learn things very well �
He’s the most intelligent child in his class.
intelligibleintelligible /n|teld�b(ə)l/ adj which
can be understood
intend

� intend /n |tend/ (intends, intending,
intended) verb [~that] � to intend to do
something to plan to do something � We
intended to get up early but we all over-
slept. � The company intends to sue for
damages.
intense

� intense /n|tens/ adj very strong or ex-
treme � There was a period of intense ac-
tivity to try to finish the work before they
went on holiday. � She had an intense pe-
riod of study before the exams.
intensifyintensify /n|tensfa/ (intensifies, in-
tensifying, intensified) verb 1. to become
stronger � The rain intensified and contin-
ued all night. 2. to make something be-
come stronger � He intensified his attacks
on the government. (NOTE: + intensifica-
tion n)

intensiveintensive /n|tensv/ adj with a lot of ef-
fort � He took a two-week intensive course
in German.
intensive careintensive care /n |�tensv keə/ noun
the close care and treatment of patients
who are very ill or badly injured so that es-
sential action can be taken with a minimum
of delay if it is needed
intentintent /n |tent/ noun an aim
intention

� intention /n |tenʃən/ noun an aim or
plan to do something [~of] � I have no in-
tention of going to the party. � The fans
came with the deliberate intention of stir-
ring up trouble.
intentionalintentional /n|tenʃən(ə)l/ adj done on
purpose
interactinteract /�ntər |�kt/ (interacts, interact-
ing, interacted) verb � to interact with
someone to work in a friendly way with
someone � She is interacting well with her
teachers. � to interact with something to
have an effect on something
interactiveinteractive /�ntər |�ktv/ adj each hav-
ing an effect on the others � We teach dra-
ma through interactive groups.
interceptintercept /�ntə|sept/ (intercepts, inter-
cepting, intercepted) verb to stop some-
thing as it is passing (NOTE: + interception
n)
interchangeableinterchangeable /�ntə |tʃend�əb(ə)l/
adj which can be exchanged for each other
intercomintercom /ntəkɒm/ noun a radio for
speaking to people over a short distance in-
side a building
intercontinentalintercontinental /�ntəkɒnt |nent(ə)l/
adj from one continent to another, between
continents
intercourseintercourse /ntəkɔ
s/ noun 1. same as
sexual intercourse � They had intercourse
on the first night they met. 2. communica-
tion between people � ‘How do you do?’ is
a polite expression used in normal social
intercourse.
interdependentinterdependent /�ntəd|pendənt/ adj
1. needing each other to exist 2. relying on
each other’s help or support
interest

� interest /ntrəst/ noun 1. special at-
tention to something [~in] � She takes a lot
of interest in politics. � He has no interest
in what his sister is doing. � Why doesn’t
he take more interest in local affairs? 2. a
thing that you enjoy doing � Her main in-
terest is canoeing. � List your special inter-
ests on your CV. 3. a payment made to
someone who lends money [~on] � He was
hoping to get 5% interest on his savings. �
How much interest do I have to pay if I bor-
row £1000? � verb (interests, interesting,
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interested) to attract someone � The book
didn’t interest me at all. � He tried to inter-
est several companies in his new invention.
interested

� interested /ntrəstd/ adj with a per-
sonal interest in something � He’s interest-
ed in old churches. � She’s interested in
crime fiction.
interesting

� interesting /ntrəstŋ/ adj attracting
your attention; enjoyable � There’s an in-
teresting article in the newspaper on Euro-
pean football. � She didn’t find the TV pro-
gramme very interesting. � What’s so in-
teresting about old cars? – I find them dull.
interest rateinterest rate /ntrəst ret/ noun a per-
centage charged for borrowing money
interfaceinterface /ntəfes/ noun 1. a point
where two computer systems connect or a
program which allows two computer sys-
tems to be connected 2. an area where two
different systems meet and interact � Great
progress is being made at the interface be-
tween medical science and genetic engi-
neering.
interfereinterfere /�ntə |fə/ (interferes, interfer-
ing, interfered) verb 1. to try to become in-
volved in a situation that is not your con-
cern [~in] � His mother was always inter-
fering in his private life. 2. to be treat
something in such a way that it does not
work well [~with] � Stop interfering with
the TV controls.
interference

� interference /�ntə|fərəns/ noun 1.
an involvement with someone else’s life or
business [~in] � His parents’ interference in
his travel plans annoyed him. 2. a noise
which affects radio or TV programmes
interiminterim /ntərm/ noun � in the interim
meanwhile � We are still redecorating the
offices: in the interim you will have to
share an office with your boss.
interiorinterior /n |təriə/ noun an inner part of a
building, car, etc. � She cautiously walked
into the interior of the cave. � The interior
of the building is fine, but the exterior
needs repainting.
interior designer

� interior designer /n |�təriə d |

zanə/ noun a person who designs the in-
side of a building, including wall cover-
ings, paint colours, furniture, fabrics, etc.
interjectinterject /�ntə |d�ekt/ (interjects, inter-
jecting, interjected) verb to interrupt with
a comment
interjection

� interjection /�ntə|d�ekʃən/ noun an
exclamation, a word used to show an emo-
tion such as surprise
interludeinterlude /ntəlu
d/ noun a short break
between two parts of an activity when
something different happens � There was a

short interlude, then the noise started
again.
intermediaryintermediary /�ntə |mi
diəri/ (plural in-
termediaries) noun a person who is the
link between parties who do not agree or
who are negotiating � He refused to act as
an intermediary between the two directors.
intermediateintermediate /�ntə |mi
diət/ adj 1. be-
tween two points � We are at an intermedi-
ate stage in our research work. 2. between
beginners and advanced � She has passed
her intermediate level English.
interminableinterminable /n |t#
mnəb(ə)l/ adj
which never ends, which is boring
intermissionintermission /�ntə |mʃ(ə)n/ noun es-
pecially US an interval in a performance
intermittentintermittent /�ntə |mt(ə)nt/ adj stop-
ping and starting in an irregular way � In-
termittent showers are expected over the
weekend.
internintern1 /nt#
n/ noun US a medical
school graduate who is working in a hospi-
tal while at the same time finishing his
studies � Hospital interns work very long
hours.
internintern2 /n |t#
n/ (interns, interning, in-
terned) verb to put someone in a prison or
in a camp without trial, usually for political
reasons � Many intellectuals and oppo-
nents of the military regime have been in-
terned.
internal

� internal /n|t#
n(ə)l/ adj inside
international

� international /�ntə|n�ʃ(ə)nəl/ adj
between countries � an international con-
ference on the environment � an important
international company � noun a sportsper-
son who has played for his or her country’s
team against another country � There are
three England internationals in our local
team.
InternetInternet /ntənet/ noun an international
network allowing people to exchange in-
formation on computers using telephone
lines � We send messages over the Internet
to hundreds of users of our products. � He
searched the Internet for information on
cheap plane tickets. (NOTE: also called sim-
ply the Net)
interpersonalinterpersonal /�ntə |p#
s(ə)n(ə)l/ adj
between people
interplayinterplay /ntəple/ noun a reaction be-
tween two things
interpret

� interpret /n |t#
prt/ (interprets, in-
terpreting, interpreted) verb to translate
what someone is saying into a different
language � His brother knows Greek, so he
will interpret for us.
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interpretation

� interpretation /n |�t#
pr |teʃ(ə)n/
noun 1. a meaning � A poem can have
many interpretations. � The book puts
quite a different interpretation on the
meaning of the rule. 2. the act of translating
what someone is saying into a different
language � She is taking a course in simul-
taneous interpretation. 3. a way of playing
a piece of music � Two of the young musi-
cians were praised for their interpretations
of Bach.
interpreter

� interpreter /n |t#
prtə/ noun a per-
son who translates what someone is saying
into a different language
interrelatedinterrelated /�ntər |letd/ adj in a rela-
tionship in which each depends on or is af-
fected by the other or others
interrogateinterrogate /n|terə(et/ (interrogates,
interrogating, interrogated) verb to ask
someone questions to get information, of-
ten unpleasantly and for a long period of
time (NOTE: + interrogation n)
interrogativeinterrogative /�ntə|rɒ(ətv/ adj which
asks a question
interruptinterrupt /�ntə |r�pt/ (interrupts, inter-
rupting, interrupted) verb to start talking
when someone else is talking � Excuse me
for interrupting, but have you seen the of-
fice keys anywhere?
interruption

� interruption /�ntə |r�pʃən/ noun
something that interrupts or stops you from
working
intersectintersect /�ntə |sekt/ (intersects, inter-
secting, intersected) verb to cut across
each other
intersectionintersection /ntə |�sekʃən/ noun 1. a
place where two or more roads cross � The
accident occurred at one of the busiest in-
tersections in the city. 2. a place where
lines cut across each other � The intersec-
tion on the graph shows when the pound
became weaker than the dollar.
intersperseintersperse /�ntə|sp#
s/ (intersperses,
interspersing, interspersed) verb 1. to in-
terrupt one activity with another for short
periods of time 2. to put various things in or
among something else
interstateinterstate1 /ntə|stet/ adj 1. between
two countries � Interstate negotiations are
continuing to decide on the expansion of
the EU. 2. US between two states � We took
the interstate freeway to San Diego.
interstateinterstate2 /ntəstet/ noun US a road
between two states � They took Interstate
80 to Nevada.
interval

� interval /ntəv(ə)l/ noun 1. a period of
time between two events or points in time
� There will be bright intervals during the

morning, but it will rain in the afternoon. �
There will be a short interval during which
the table will be cleared. 2. a period of time
between two acts in a play � Anyone arriv-
ing late won’t be allowed in until the first
interval.
intervene

� intervene /�ntə|vi
n/ (intervenes, in-
tervening, intervened) verb 1. to be be-
tween two things � After they left Singa-
pore, several years intervened before they
went to Australia. 2. to try to change some-
thing that is happening [~in] � Six or seven
boys had joined in the fight before the
teachers intervened. � The government re-
fused to intervene in the dispute.
intervening

intervening /�ntə |vi
nŋ/ adj coming
between two things � We knew each other
at school but haven’t met often in the inter-
vening years.
intervention

� intervention /�ntə |venʃən/ noun an
act of intervening between two things, or
an action to make a change in a system
interview

� interview /ntəvju
/ noun 1. a con-
versation between a famous or interesting
person and a journalist, broadcast on radio
or TV, or printed in a newspaper  � She
gave an interview to the Sunday magazine.
2. a formal meeting in which one or more
people ask you questions to find out if you
are suitable for something such as a partic-
ular job or a course at university  � We
asked six candidates for interview. � He’s
had eight interviews, but still no job offers.
� When will you attend your first inter-
view? � verb (interviews, interviewing, in-
terviewed) 1. to ask a famous or interesting
person questions about themselves and
their work in order to publish or broadcast
what they say � The journalist interviewed
the Prime Minister. 2. to meet a person who
is applying for something such as a job or
a place on a university course, to see if he
or she is suitable � We interviewed ten can-
didates, but did not find anyone we liked.
intimacy

intimacy /ntməsi/ noun a sexual rela-
tionship with someone
intimate

intimate1 /ntmət/ adj 1. very close �

She is an intimate friend from my school-
days. � They had intimate knowledge of the
layout of the house. 2. sexual � an intimate
relationship 3. very detailed � They had in-
timate knowledge of the layout of the
house.
intimate

intimate2 /ntmet/ (intimates, inti-
mating, intimated) verb to announce or to
suggest � He intimated that he was going
to resign and go to work in Australia.
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intimidateintimidate /n|tmdet/ (intimidates,
intimidating, intimidated) verb to frighten
someone by threatening them or appearing
to threaten them (NOTE: + intimidation n)
intimidatedintimidated /n |tmdetd/ adj feeling
frightened or feeling that someone is better
than you at doing something
intimidatingintimidating /n |tmdetŋ/ adj fright-
ening
into

� into /ntə, ntυ, ntu
/ prep 1. used
for showing movement towards the inside
� She went into the shop. � He fell into the
lake. � Put the cards back into their box. �
You can’t get ten people into a taxi. � We
all stopped talking when he came into the
room. � The bus is going into the town cen-
tre. 2. hitting against something � The bus
drove into a lamp post. 3. used for showing
a change � The tadpole changed into a
frog. � Water turns into steam when it is
heated. 4. used for showing that you are di-
viding something � Try to cut the cake into
ten equal pieces.
intolerableintolerable /n |tɒlərəb(ə)l/ adj which
you cannot bear
intoleranceintolerance /n|tɒlərəns/ noun a refusal
to accept the points of view of other people
intolerantintolerant /n |tɒlərənt/ adj refusing to
accept the points of view of other people
intonation

� intonation /�ntə |neʃ(ə)n/ noun a
rise or fall of the voice in speech or singing
intoxicatedintoxicated /n|tɒksketd/ adj 1.
drunk, under the effects of alcohol � He
was charged with driving while intoxicat-
ed. 2. extremely excited � Intoxicated with
their success, they decided to go out to cel-
ebrate.
intractableintractable /n |tr�ktəb(ə)l/ adj very
difficult to deal with; which is impossible
to solve
intranetintranet /ntrənet/ noun a computer net-
work within an organisation
intransigentintransigent /n|tr�nsd�ənt/ adj de-
termined not to change your mind
intransitiveintransitive /n |tr�nstv/ adj describes
a verb that does not need a direct object to
complete its meaning
intravenousintravenous /�ntrə |vi
nəs/ adj put into
a vein
intrepidintrepid /n|trepd/ adj without fear, very
brave (literary or humorous)
intricacyintricacy /ntrkəsi/ noun the state of
being very complicated
intricateintricate /ntrkət/ adj very complicat-
ed, made of many different parts
intrigueintrigue /ntri
(/ noun a secret plan �
The story is one of intrigues at the court of

Mary Queen of Scots. � verb (intrigues, in-
triguing, intrigued) 1. to make secret
plans, especially to harm someone � She
intrigued to get the ambassador assassi-
nated. 2. to make someone interested � The
girl’s story intrigued him.
intriguingintriguing /n |tri
(ŋ/ adj which makes
you interested
intrinsicintrinsic /n|trnsk/ adj forming a basic
part of something
introintro /ntrəυ/ noun an introduction, espe-
cially to a piece of music
introduce

� introduce /�ntrə |dju
s/ (introduces,
introducing, introduced) verb to tell
someone another person’s name when they
meet for the first time � He introduced me
to a friend of his called Anne. � She intro-
duced me to her new teacher.
introduction

� introduction /�ntrə|d�kʃən/ noun 1.
a part at the beginning of a book which de-
scribes the subject of the book � Read the
introduction which gives an explanation of
the book’s layout. 2. a book which gives
basic information about a subject � He’s
the author of an introduction to mathemat-
ics.
introductoryintroductory /�ntrə |d�kt(ə)ri/ adj in-
troducing something
introspectiveintrospective /�ntrə |spektv/ adj
thinking a lot about yourself
introvertintrovert /ntrəv#
t/ noun a person who
does not like to be with other people
intrudeintrude /n |tru
d/ (intrudes, intruding,
intruded) verb to go in or become involved
where you are not wanted
intruder

� intruder /n |tru
də/ noun a person
who has got into a place, usually illegally
intrusion

� intrusion /n |tru
�(ə)n/ noun the act
of intruding
intrusiveintrusive /n |tru
sv/ adj which intrudes
and is not wanted
intuitionintuition /�ntju|ʃ(ə)n/ noun thinking of
something or knowing something natural-
ly, without it being explained
intuitiveintuitive /n |tju
tv/ adj based on intui-
tion
InuitInuit /nut/ noun a member of a group of
people living in the north of Canada and
Greenland (NOTE: also called Eskimo or Es-
kimos, though this may be offensive)
inundateinundate /n�ndet/ (inundates, inun-
dating, inundated) verb 1. to have more
things or people than you can deal with �

We have been inundated with requests for
tickets. � The relief camps were inundated
with refugees. 2. to flood a place � Acres of
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farmland were inundated when the banks
of the river gave way.
invadeinvade /n |ved/ (invades, invading, in-
vaded) verb 1. to attack and enter a country
with an army � William the Conqueror in-
vaded England in 1066. 2. � to invade
someone’s privacy when people such as
journalists try to find out details of some-
one’s private life � She claimed that the
photographers had invaded her privacy by
climbing over the wall.
invalid

� invalid /nvəld/ adj sick or disabled �
Her invalid mother lives in a nursing home.
� noun a sick or disabled person � She’s
been an invalid since her operation.
invaluableinvaluable /n |v�ljuəb(ə)l/ adj ex-
tremely valuable
invariablyinvariably /n |veəriəbli/ adv always
invasioninvasion /n|ve�(ə)n/ noun entering a
country by force with an army � The inva-
sion took place in early June.
invent

� invent /n|vent/ (invents, inventing,
invented) verb 1. to create a new process or
a new machine � She invented a new type
of computer terminal. � Who invented this
communication system? 2. to make up an
excuse � When she asked him why he was
late he invented some story about the train
not arriving.
invention

� invention /n |venʃən/ noun 1. the act
of creating a new process or a new machine
� The invention of computers was made
possible by developments in electronics. 2.
a machine or process that someone has in-
vented
inventiveinventive /n |ventv/ adj which creates
something in a way that shows imagination
inventor

� inventor /n |ventə/ noun a person
who invents new processes or new ma-
chines
inventory

� inventory /nvənt(ə)ri/ noun 1. a list
of all the things in a place such as a house
� The landlord checked the inventory when
the tenants left. 2. US all the goods in a
warehouse � Our whole inventory was de-
stroyed by fire. � We are carrying a high in-
ventory.
invertinvert /n |v#
t/ (inverts, inverting, in-
verted) verb to turn something upside
down or back to front � Invert the mould
and ease the jelly onto the dish.
inverted commasinverted commas /n|�v#
td kɒməz/
plural noun printed or written marks ( or )
showing that a quotation starts or finishes
invest

� invest /n |vest/ (invests, investing,
invested) verb 1. to use your money for
buying things such as property or shares in
a company, so that you will make a profit

[~in] � She was advised to invest in govern-
ment bonds. � He invested all his money in
a restaurant. 2. to spend money on some-
thing which you believe will be useful [~in]
� We have invested in a new fridge.
investigate

� investigate /n |vest(et/ (investi-
gates, investigating, investigated) verb to
try to find out about something
[~what/why/whether etc] � We are investi-
gating the possibility of going to live
abroad. � She asked me to investigate why
she had had no response to her complaint.
investigation

� investigation /n |�vest |(eʃ(ə)n/
noun a close examination [/~into] � a police
investigation into the causes of the crash �
on investigation when it was examined �
On further investigation, the newspaper re-
port was shown to be quite untrue.
investigativeinvestigative /n|vest(ətv/ adj who
or which investigates
investment

� investment /n |vestmənt/ noun 1.
money which has been invested in some-
thing such as shares or property, and is ex-
pected to make a profit [~in] � He has been
very successful with his investments in
property. 2. money spent by a government
or a company to improve it or make it more
successful [~in] � The economy is suffering
from a lack of investment in training.
invigorateinvigorate /n|v(əret/ (invigorates,
invigorating, invigorated) verb to make
someone feel healthy and full of energy
invincibleinvincible /n|vnsb(ə)l/ adj which can-
not be defeated
invisibleinvisible /n|vzb(ə)l/ adj which cannot
be seen � The message was written in invis-
ible ink and hidden inside the pages of a
book.
invitation

� invitation /�nv |teʃ(ə)n/ noun a let-
ter or card, asking someone to do some-
thing or go somewhere [~to] � He received
an invitation to his sister’s wedding. � She
had an invitation to dinner. � at someone’s
invitation invited by someone � She spoke
to the meeting at the invitation of the com-
mittee.
invite

� invite /n|vat/ (invites, inviting, invit-
ed) verb to ask someone to do something,
especially to come to a social event such as
a party � We invited two hundred people to
the party. � She invited us to come in. �
She’s been invited to talk to the club.
inviting

� inviting /n|vatŋ/ adj which attracts
invoice

� invoice /nvɔs/ noun a note sent to
ask for payment for services or goods �
Our invoice dated November 10th has still
not been paid. � They sent in their invoice
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six weeks late. � Ask the sales assistant to
make out an invoice for £250.
invokeinvoke /n |vəυk/ (invokes, invoking, in-
voked) verb to call on someone or some-
thing for help or support
involuntaryinvoluntary /n |vɒlənt(ə)ri/ adj 1. done
suddenly in a way that you cannot control
� His leg gave an involuntary jerk when the
doctor tapped his knee. � Her cry was the
involuntary reaction of a mother protecting
her young. 2. not done willingly � Does the
travel insurance cover the involuntary can-
cellation of the holiday?
involve

� involve /n|vɒlv/ (involves, involving,
involved) verb 1. to include someone or
something in an activity or situation � a
competition involving teams from ten dif-
ferent countries � We want to involve the
local community in the decision about the
bypass. � Members of the local council are
involved in the company which has won the
contract for the new road. 2. to make an ac-
tivity necessary � Going to Cambridge
from here involves taking a bus and then
the train.
involved

� involved /n |vɒlvd/ adj complicated
involvement

� involvement /n |vɒlvmənt/ noun the
fact of being connected with someone, or
involved in something [~in/with//] � Did she
have any involvement with the music festi-
val? � The police were unable to prove his
involvement in the crime.
inwardinward /nwəd/ adj on the inside
inwardlyinwardly /nwədli/ adv 1. to or inside
yourself 2. on or to the inside of something
inwardsinwards /nwədz/ adv towards the in-
side � These doors open inwards.
in-your-facein-your-face /n jə/ adj direct or obvious
in a way that is designed to attract attention
iodineiodine /aədi
n/ noun a chemical put on
cuts in the skin to prevent infection
IOUIOU /�a əυ ju
/ noun a paper promising
that you will pay back money which you
have borrowed (NOTE: It spells the words I
owe you.)
IPAIPA abbr International Phonetic Alphabet
IQ

� IQ abbr intelligence quotient � She has
an IQ of 110.
irateirate /a |ret/ adj very angry
IrelandIreland /aələnd/ noun a large island
forming the western part of the British
Isles, containing the Republic of Ireland
and Northern Ireland � These birds are
found all over Ireland.
irisiris /ars/ noun 1. a plant with tall flat
leaves and usually yellow or purple flowers
� Irises grow well in damp soil. 2. a col-

oured ring in the eye, with the pupil at its
centre � The iris has muscles that adjust
the size of the pupil.
Irish

� Irish /arʃ/ adj referring to Ireland �
The Irish Sea lies between Ireland and
Britain.
iron

� iron /aən/ noun 1. a common grey
metal � The old gates are made of iron. �

cast iron, wrought iron (NOTE: no plural in
this sense: some iron, lumps of iron, pieces
of iron) 2. an object with a flat metal bot-
tom, which is heated and used to make
clothes smooth after washing � Don’t
leave the iron there – it will burn the
clothes. � If your iron is not hot enough it
won’t take the creases out. � verb (irons,
ironing, ironed) to make cloth smooth us-
ing an iron � She was ironing shirts when
the telephone rang. � Her skirt doesn’t
look as if it has been ironed.
ironing

� ironing /aənŋ/ noun clothes which
have been washed and are ready to be
ironed
ironing board

� ironing board /aənŋ bɔ
d/ noun a
special narrow table used when ironing
clothes
ironyirony /arəni/ noun 1. a way of referring
to something where you say the opposite of
what you mean � Do I detect a note of iro-
ny in his letter? 2. a situation when some-
thing happens at the wrong moment, as if
deliberately planned � The irony of it was
that the rain finally stopped on the last day
of our holiday.
irrationalirrational / |r�ʃ(ə)n(ə)l/ adj not sensible
or reasonable
irreconcilableirreconcilable / |�rekən |saləb(ə)l/ adj
which cannot be made to agree
irregularirregular / |re(jυlə/ adj 1. not happening
in a regular way � An irregular pattern of
lines and circles. � His heart had an irreg-
ular beat. 2. not level � An irregular stone
path leads across the garden. 3. not hap-
pening always at the same time � His pay-
ments are very irregular. � He makes irreg-
ular visits to his mother in hospital. 4. not
according to rules or a usual way of doing
something � This procedure is highly irreg-
ular.
irregularityirregularity / |�re(jυ|l�rti/ (plural irreg-
ularities) noun a thing which goes against
the rules or the law
irrelevantirrelevant /|reləvənt/ adj with no con-
nection to the present subject
irreparableirreparable /|rep(ə)rəb(ə)l/ adj which
cannot be repaired
irreplaceableirreplaceable /�r |plesəb(ə)l/ adj
which cannot be replaced
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irrepressibleirrepressible /�r|presəb(ə)l/ adj which
cannot be held back
irresistibleirresistible /�r |zstəb(ə)l/ adj which
cannot be controlled, which you cannot
refuse
irrespectiveirrespective /�r |spektv/ prep � irre-
spective of taking no account of � Anyone
parking on a double yellow line will be
fined, irrespective of who they are. � The
appointment will be made on merit, irre-
spective of age or sex.
irresponsibleirresponsible /�r|spɒnsb(ə)l/ adj act-
ing or done in a way that shows a lack of
good sense
irreverentirreverent / |rev(ə)rənt/ adj not showing
respect, often in a humorous way
irreversibleirreversible /�r |v#
sb(ə)l/ adj which
cannot be changed back to how it was be-
fore
irrevocableirrevocable / |revəkəb(ə)l/ adj which
cannot be changed
irrigateirrigate /r(et/ (irrigates, irrigating, ir-
rigated) verb to supply water to land to al-
low plants to grow, usually through a sys-
tem of little channels (NOTE: + irrigation n)
irritableirritable /rtəb(ə)l/ adj easily annoyed �
He was tired and irritable, and snapped at
the children.
irritantirritant /rt(ə)nt/ noun 1. a thing which
annoys � The mosquitoes were a minor ir-
ritant, the big problem was the alligators.
2. a substance which can irritate � Irritants
like chlorine in swimming pool water can
make the eyes inflamed.
irritateirritate /rtet/ (irritates, irritating, irri-
tated) verb to make someone feel angry or
impatient � It irritates me when the trains
run late.
irritatedirritated /rtetd/ adj annoyed
irritatingirritating /rtetŋ/ adj which annoys
irritation

� irritation /�r |teʃ(ə)n/ noun a feeling
of being annoyed and impatient � She
watched with irritation as he tried to fix the
wheel again.
is

� is /z/ 3rd person singular present of be
-ish-ish /ʃ/ suffix 1. having the quality of, like,
tending to 2. almost, nearly
IslamIslam /zlɑ
m/ noun the religion of the
Muslims, founded by the prophet Muham-
mad
island

� island /alənd/ noun a piece of land
with water all around it � They live on a lit-
tle island in the middle of the river. � The
Greek islands are favourite holiday desti-
nations.
islanderislander /aləndə/ noun a person who
lives on an island

isleisle /al/ noun an island (literary)
isn’t

� isn’t /z(ə)nt/ short for is not
isolate

� isolate /asəlet/ (isolates, isolating,
isolated) verb 1. to put something or some-
one in a place alone � Violent prisoners are
usually isolated from the others. 2. to sepa-
rate a chemical substance from a com-
pound, to identify a single microorganism
among many � Doctors have isolated a
new form of the flu virus. � Scientists have
been able to isolate the substance which
causes the disease.
isolated

� isolated /asəletd/ adj 1. separated
from others � They live in an isolated vil-
lage in the hills. 2. one only
isolation

� isolation /�asə|leʃ(ə)n/ noun the
state of being cut off from communication
with other people � He lived for six months
on the island in complete isolation.
isolationismisolationism /�asə |leʃ(ə)nz(ə)m/
noun a country’s policy of deliberately not
becoming involved in international rela-
tions
ISPISP /�a es pi
/ abbr Internet service pro-
vider
issue

� issue /ʃu
/ noun 1. a subject or prob-
lem that people talk or write about � The
main issues will be discussed at the meet-
ing. 2. an occasion when something is offi-
cially given out � The issue of identity
cards has been delayed. 3. a newspaper or
magazine which is published at a particular
time � We bought the January issue of the
magazine. � verb (issues, issuing, issued)
1. to make something available for use �
The new set of stamps will be issued next
week. � Initially the euro was issued along-
side the former national currencies. 2. to
give something out officially � The gov-
ernment issued a report on city centre traf-
fic. � Each soldier was issued with a gun.
3. to come out of somewhere [~from] �
Smoke began to issue from the hole in the
ground. � to make an issue of something
to have a big discussion about something �
She’s apologised so don’t try to make an is-
sue of it. � to take issue with someone or
something to disagree with someone or
something
it

� it /t/ pron 1. used to refer to something
which has just been mentioned � What do
you want me to do with the box? – Put it
down. � Where’s the box? – It’s here. � She
picked up a potato and then dropped it on
the ground. � I put my book down some-
where and now I can’t find it. � Where’s the
newspaper? – It’s on the chair. 2. used for
talking about the weather, the date or time
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or another situation � Look! – It’s snowing.
� It’s miles from here to the railway sta-
tion. � Is it the 30th today? � It’s almost
impossible to get a ticket at this time of
year. � What time is it? – It’s ten o’clock. �
It’s dangerous to use an electric saw when
it’s wet. (NOTE: It’s = it is or it has. Do not
confuse with its.)
IT

� IT abbr information technology
italic

italic / |t�lk/ noun a printing type with
sloping letters
italics

italics / |t�lks/ plural noun sloping let-
ters � This example is printed in italics.
Compare Roman
itch

itch /tʃ/ noun a place on the skin where
you want to scratch � I’ve got an itch in the
middle of my back that’s driving me mad!
� verb (itches, itching, itched) to make
someone want to scratch � The cream
made his skin itch more than before.
itchy

itchy /tʃi/ adj which makes a person
want to scratch � The main symptom of the
disease is an itchy red rash.
it’d

it’d /təd/ short form 1. it had 2. it would
item

� item /atəm/ noun a thing shown in a
list � We are discussing item four on the
agenda. � Please find enclosed an order
for the following items from your cata-
logue. � I couldn’t buy several items on the
shopping list because the shop had sold
out.

itemiseitemise /atəmaz/ (itemises, itemis-
ing, itemised), itemize verb to make a de-
tailed list of things
itineraryitinerary /a |tnərəri/ (plural itineraries)
noun a list of places to be visited on one
journey
it’ll

� it’ll /t(ə)l/ contr it will
its

� its /ts/ adj belonging to ‘it’ � I can’t
use the car – one of its tyres is flat. � The
company pays its staff very badly. (NOTE:
Do not confuse with it’s.)
it’s

� it’s /ts/ short for 1. it is 2. it has (NOTE:
Do not confuse with it’s.)
itself

� itself /t |self/ pron 1. used for referring
back to a thing or an animal � The dog
seems to have hurt itself. � The screw had
worked itself loose. 2. used for emphasis �
If the plug is all right there must be some-
thing wrong with the computer itself. � all
by itself alone, with no one helping � The
church stands all by itself in the middle of
the street. � The bus started to move all by
itself.
IVIV /�a vi
/ noun the Roman numeral for
four or fourth
I’ve

� I’ve /av/ short form I have
ivoryivory /avəri/ noun a hard whitish sub-
stance from an elephant’s tusk � She
bought some finely carved ivory chessmen.
� Trade in ivory has been banned.
ivyivy /avi/ (plural ivies or same) noun an
evergreen plant which climbs up walls and
trees
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jj /d�e/, J noun the tenth letter of the alpha-
bet, between I and K
jabjab /d��b/ (jabs, jabbing, jabbed) verb to
suddenly push something with a sharp ob-
ject � He jabbed the piece of meat with his
fork. � She jabbed me in the back with her
umbrella.
jackjack /d��k/ noun 1. a tool for raising
something heavy, especially a car � I used
the jack to lift the car up and take the wheel
off. 2. (in playing cards) the card with the
face of a young man, with a value between
the queen and the ten � I won because I had
the jack of hearts.

jack up phrasal verb 1. to lift up some-
thing heavy with a jack � They jacked up
the car to remove the exhaust pipe. 2. to
raise profits or prices � The newspaper
article alleged that dealers had jacked up
prices to make bigger profits.

jackaljackal /d��k(ə)l/ noun an African wild
animal, similar to a dog, which feeds main-
ly on dead flesh
jacket

� jacket /d��kt/ noun a short coat � He
was wearing a blue jacket and brown trou-
sers. � Take your jacket off if you are hot. �
This orange jacket shows up in the dark
when I ride my bike.
jacket potatojacket potato /�d��kt pə |tetəυ/ noun
a potato cooked in an oven with its skin on
jack-in-the-boxjack-in-the-box /d��k n ðə �bɒks/
noun a toy in which a doll jumps up out of
a box when the lid is opened
jackknifejackknife /d��knaf/ (jackknifes, jack-
knifing, jackknifed) verb (of an articulated
vehicle) to go out of control, when the two
parts bend in half so that they are pointing
in different directions � The section of the
motorway is closed where a lorry has jack-
knifed.
JacuzziJacuzzi /d�ə|ku
zi/ trademark a type of
bath which has bubbly water � The health
club has two Jacuzzis and a whirlpool.
jadejade /d�ed/ noun a hard green stone used
for making jewellery and other attractive
objects
jadedjaded /d�edd/ adj worn out, tired

jaggedjagged /d��(d/ adj with edges which
are rough and not even
jaguarjaguar /d��(juə/ noun a large wild cat
with marks like spots on its skin, which
lives in Central and South America
jail

� jail /d�el/, gaol noun a prison � She
was sent to jail for three months. � verb
(jails, jailing, jailed; gaols) to put someone
in prison � He was jailed for six years.
jailerjailer /d�elə/, jailor, gaoler noun a per-
son who guards prisoners in a jail (dated)
JainJain /d�an/, Jaina noun a member of a
Hindu group which believes that people
should have deep respect for any living
creature (NOTE: + Jainism n)
jam

� jam /d��m/ noun 1. a sweet food made
by boiling fruit and sugar together � a pot
of apricot jam � Do you want jam or honey
on your bread? � We made jam with the
fruit in the garden. � Have you any more
jam – the jar is empty? 2. a situation in
which too many things block something �
a traffic jam � There is a paper jam in the
printer. � verb (jams, jamming, jammed)
1. (of machines) to stick and not be able to
move � Hold on – the paper has jammed in
the printer. 2. to force things into a small
space � Don’t try to jam all those boxes
into the car boot. � The switchboard was
jammed with calls.
jamboreejamboree /�d��mbə |ri
/ noun a large
gathering of people for a celebration
Jan.Jan. abbr January
janglejangle /d��ŋ(əl/ (jangles, jangling, jan-
gled) verb to make a noise of pieces of met-
al hitting together � He jangled the keys in
his pocket.
janitorjanitor /d��ntə/ noun especially US a
person who looks after a building, e.g. by
making sure it is clean and that the rubbish
is cleared away
January

� January /d��njuəri/ (plural Januar-
ys) noun the first month of the year, fol-
lowed by February � He was born on Jan-
uary 26th. � It’s his birthday on January
26. � We never go on holiday in January
because it’s too cold. � We all went skiing
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last January. (NOTE: January 26th or Janu-
ary 26: say ‘the twenty-sixth of January’ or
‘January the twenty-sixth’; American Eng-
lish: ‘January twenty-sixth’.)
jar

� jar /d�ɑ
/ noun a container for food
such as jam, usually made of glass � There
was some honey left in the bottom of the
jar. � Use a jam jar for the water you col-
lect. � verb (jars, jarring, jarred) to pro-
duce an unpleasant effect � The drilling
sound jarred on my ears. � Orange cur-
tains will jar with purple cushions. � He
tripped over the step, jarring his knee.
jargonjargon /d�ɑ
(ən/, jargoon noun a spe-
cial type of language used by a trade or
profession or a particular group of people �
People are confused by computers because
they don’t understand the jargon.
jaundicejaundice /d�ɔ
nds/ noun a condition
where there is too much bile in the blood,
and the skin and the whites of the eyes be-
come yellow
jaundicedjaundiced /d�ɔ
ndst/ adj negative and
tending to criticise things
jauntjaunt /d�ɔ
nt/ noun a short journey, espe-
cially for pleasure
jauntyjaunty /d�ɔ
nti/ (jauntier, jauntiest) adj
happy and confident
javelinjavelin /d��v(ə)ln/ noun a long spear
used in battle or in sport
jawjaw /d�ɔ
/ noun the bones in the face
which hold the teeth and form the mouth
jazzjazz /d��z/ noun a type of music with a
strong rhythm, and in which the players of-
ten make the music up as they play; jazz
was first played in the southern United
States

jazz up phrasal verb to make bright and
attractive (informal)

jealousjealous /d�eləs/ adj feeling annoyed be-
cause you want something which belongs
to someone else � John was jealous of
Mark because all the girls fancied him. �
She was jealous of his new car. � Her new
boyfriend is very handsome – I’m jealous!
jealousyjealousy /d�eləsi/ noun the feeling of
being annoyed because someone has
something which you want but do not have
jeans

� jeans /d�i
nz/ plural noun trousers
made of a type of strong cotton, often blue
� She came into the office in jeans. � He
bought a new pair of jeans.
jeepjeep /d�i
p/ trademark a strong four-
wheel drive vehicle used for travelling over
rough ground, especially used by the army
� The convoy of jeeps and tanks crossed
slowly over the bridge.

jeer

jeer /d�ə/ (jeers, jeering, jeered) verb to
laugh in a unpleasant way [~at] � ‘You’ll
never win’, he jeered. � The other children
often jeered at him because he was fat.
jelly

� jelly /d�eli/ (plural jellies) noun a type
of sweet food made with fruit, which
shakes when you touch it or move it � The
children had fish fingers and chips fol-
lowed by jelly and ice-cream.
jellyfish

jellyfish /d�elifʃ/ (plural jellyfishes or
same) noun an animal with a body like jel-
ly, which lives in the sea
jeopardise

jeopardise /d�epədaz/ (jeopardises,
jeopardising, jeopardised), jeopardize
verb to be likely to harm
jeopardy

jeopardy /d�epədi/ noun � in jeopardy
in danger � The management’s attitude to
safety has put us all in jeopardy. � The sale
of the company has put thousands of jobs
in jeopardy.
jerk

jerk /d�#
k/ noun a sudden sharp pull � He
felt a jerk on the fishing line. � verb (jerks,
jerking, jerked) to suddenly pull some-
thing hard, often causing pain or injury �

He jerked the rope.
jerky

jerky /d�#
ki/ adj abrupt, sudden
jersey

jersey /d�#
zi/ noun 1. a warm piece of
clothing which covers the top part of your
body and your arms � She was knitting a
pink jersey for the new baby. 2. a special
shirt worn by a member of a sports team �
After every game the players swapped jer-
seys with the other team.
jet

jet /d�et/ noun 1. a long narrow stream of
liquid or gas � A jet of water put out the
flames. 2. an aircraft with jet engines � Jets
flew low overhead.
jet black

jet black /�d�et bl�k/ adj very black and
shiny
jet engine

� jet engine /d�et �end�n/ noun an
engine which gets its power from a stream
of gas
jet lag

jet lag /d�et l�(/ noun the feeling of be-
ing extremely tired after a long journey by
plane
Jet Ski

Jet Ski /d�et ski
/ trademark a jet-pro-
pelled vehicle for one person which travels
across water
jettison

jettison /d�ets(ə)n/ (jettisons, jetti-
soning, jettisoned) verb to throw fuel from
a plane, or goods from a ship into the sea to
make it lighter
jetty

jetty /d�eti/ (plural jetties) noun a small
structure, e.g. at the side of a river, where
boats can tie up
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JewJew /d�u
/ noun a member of the group of
people who lived in Israel in ancient times
or who believe in Judaism
jeweljewel /d�u
əl/ noun a valuable stone such
as a diamond
jewellerjeweller /d�u
ələ/ noun a person who
makes or sells jewellery, and usually
watches as well (NOTE: The US spelling is
jeweler.)
jewellery

� jewellery /d�u
əlri/ noun things that
you wear as decoration round your neck,
fingers, etc., made from things such as val-
uable stones, gold and silver � The burglar
stole all her jewellery. (NOTE: no plural)
JewishJewish /d�u
ʃ/ adj 1. of Judaism 2. of
Jews
jibejibe /d�ab/ noun an unpleasant remark
jigjig /d�(/ noun 1. a type of fast lively
dance � When he heard the news he did a
little jig around the office. 2. music for this
dance � The band started to play an Irish
jig and everyone got up to dance.
jigglejiggle /d�((ə)l/ (jiggles, jiggling, jig-
gled) verb 1. to move quickly or nervously
2. to move something a little � If you jiggle
the top a bit, it should come off fairly easi-
ly.
jigsawjigsaw /d�(sɔ
/ noun � jigsaw puzzle a
picture made of shaped pieces of wood or
cardboard that you have to try to fit togeth-
er � As it’s raining, let’s stay indoors and
try to do this huge jigsaw of the Houses of
Parliament.
jinglejingle /d�ŋ((ə)l/ (jingles, jingling, jin-
gled) verb to make a sound like pieces of
metal knocking together � The doorbell
jingled as he went into the shop.
jinxjinx /d�ŋks/ noun something which
brings bad luck
jitteryjittery /d�təri/ adj nervous and unable to
concentrate
job

� job /d�ɒb/ noun 1. regular work which
you get paid for [~as] � She’s got a job as
a shop assistant in the local supermarket. �
When the factory closed, hundreds of peo-
ple lost their jobs. 2. a specific piece of
work � Don’t sit down, there are a couple
of jobs I want you to do. � He does all sorts
of little electrical jobs around the house. 3.
difficulty (informal) � I had a job trying to
find your house. � What a job it was getting
a hotel room at the time of the music festi-
val!
job descriptionjob description /d�ɒb d|�skrpʃən/
noun an official document from a company
which says what a job involves
jobless

� jobless /d�ɒbləs/ adj with no job

job security

job security /d�ɒb s |�kjυərti/ noun a
situation in which an employee is likely to
keep his or her job until he retires
job-share

job-share /d�ɒb ʃeə/ verb to share a sin-
gle job with another person so that each of
you works for part of the day or week
jockeyjockey /d�ɒki/ noun a person who rides
horses in races � He’s an experienced jock-
ey and knows how to handle a horse over a
muddy racecourse. � He’s the youngest
jockey to ride in the Grand National. � verb
(jockeys, jockeying, jockeyed) � to jock-
ey for position to try to improve your po-
sition in relation to other people � There’s
a vacancy for managing director, and the
sales director and the production director
are jockeying for position.
jocular

jocular /d�ɒkjυlə/ adj in a humorous
way, treating things as a joke
jog

� jog /d�ɒ(/ (jogs, jogging, jogged) verb
1. to run fairly slowly, especially for exer-
cise � He jogged along the river bank for
two miles. � She was listening to her per-
sonal stereo as she was jogging. 2. to push
someone or something slightly � Someone
jogged my elbow and I spilt my drink. � to
jog someone’s memory to make someone
remember something � The police are hop-
ing that the film from the security camera
will jog people’s memories.
jogging

� jogging /d�ɒ(ŋ/ noun the practice of
running in slow steady way for exercise
join

� join /d�ɔn/ (joins, joining, joined)
verb 1. to come together � Go on for about
two hundred metres, until the road joins the
motorway. � The two rivers join about four
kilometres beyond the town. 2. to become a
member of a club or other organisation �
After university, he is going to join the po-
lice. � She joined the army because she
wanted to travel. 3. to do something with
someone � We’re going to have a cup of
coffee – would you like to join us? � Won’t
you join us for a game of golf?

join in� phrasal verb to take part in
something done as a group
join up� phrasal verb 1. to link things to-
gether � She’s getting better at writing,
and can do joined-up letters. 2. to join the
army, navy or air force � He joined up
when he was 18 and soon rose to become
an officer.

joined-up

joined-up /d�ɔnd �p/ adj 1. used to de-
scribe handwriting in which each letter of
a word is joined to the next, especially by
children learning to write in this way 2.
well-planned or with all its separate parts
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working well together, e.g. of government
or a policy
joinerjoiner /d�ɔnə/ noun a person who builds
things out of wood, especially windows
and doors for houses
joint

� joint /d�ɔnt/ noun 1. a place where
bones come together and can move, such
as the knee or the elbow � Her elbow joint
hurt after her game of tennis. 2. a large
piece of meat, especially for cooking in an
oven � The joint of lamb was very tender. �
We all sat round the table while Father
carved the joint. � adj combined, with two
or more things connected together
joke

� joke /d�əυk/ noun a thing said or done
to make people laugh [~about] � She
poured water down his neck as a joke. �

They all laughed at his jokes about student
life in the 1960s.
jokerjoker /d�əυkə/ noun an extra card, with
the picture of a clown on it, used as a bonus
in some card games
jolly

� jolly /d�ɒli/ adj (jollier, jolliest) happy,
pleasant, enjoyable � It was marvellous to
see all the jolly faces of the children. � Her
birthday party was a very jolly affair. � adv
very (used for emphasis) � It’s jolly hard
work carrying all those boxes up to the at-
tic.
joltjolt /d�əυlt/ noun a sudden shake or
shock, or violent push � The train stopped
with a jolt. � verb (jolts, jolting, jolted) 1.
to move with sudden movements � The
train jolted twice before moving off. 2. to
push or to shake suddenly � The people in
the back of the truck were jolted about from
side to side as we bumped over the rocky
track. 3. to give a sudden shock to � The
sound of the whistle jolted her into action.
jostlejostle /d�ɒs(ə)l/ (jostles, jostling, jos-
tled) verb to push or to knock into people,
especially in a crowd � to jostle for posi-
tion to push others so as to get into a good
position � The cars on the starting line
were jostling for position.
jotjot /d�ɒt/ (jots, jotting, jotted) verb also
jot down to make quick notes about some-
thing � He jotted her address on an enve-
lope. � He jotted down her phone number.
journaljournal /d�#
n(ə)l/ noun a book where
you write details of things that have hap-
pened which you want to remember � He
kept a journal during his visit to China. �

She wrote a journal of the gradual progress
of her illness.
journalism

� journalism /d�#
n(ə)lz(ə)m/ noun
the profession of writing for newspapers or

magazines, or reporting on events for radio
or TV
journalist

� journalist /d�#
n(ə)lst/ noun a per-
son who writes for newspapers or maga-
zines, or reports on events for radio or TV
� Journalists asked the policeman some
very awkward questions. � Film stars were
greeted by journalists from around the
world at the première of the new film.
journey

� journey /d�#
ni/ noun an occasion
when you travel somewhere, usually a long
distance � It’s at least two days’ journey
from here. � They went on a train journey
across China. � She has a difficult journey
to work every day – she has to change bus-
es twice.
jovialjovial /d�əυviəl/ adj good-humoured,
happy
joy

� joy /d�ɔ/ noun very great happiness �
The birth of our baby son filled us with joy.
joypadjoypad /d�ɔp�d/ noun a control for a
computer game which you hold in your
hand
joyridingjoyriding /d�ɔradŋ/ noun the crime of
high-speed driving in a stolen car
joystickjoystick /d�ɔstk/ noun 1. a rod which
controls the movements of an aircraft �

Pull on the joystick to make the plane rise.
2. a device that allows the user to move the
cursor round a screen by moving an upright
arm
jubilantjubilant /d�u
blənt/ adj full of happi-
ness, e.g. because of winning something
jubileejubilee /d�u
bli
/ noun a celebration on
the date of an important event which hap-
pened in the past
JudaismJudaism /d�u
dez(ə)m/ noun the reli-
gion of the Jewish people, which is based
on the texts called the Torah and Talmud
judge

� judge /d��d�/ noun 1. a person whose
job is to make legal decisions in a court of
law � He was convicted for stealing, but
the judge let him off with a small fine. 2. a
person who decides who should win a
competition � The three judges of the
beauty contest couldn’t agree. � verb
(judges, judging, judged) 1. to make deci-
sions in situations such as a court of law or
a competition � He was judged guilty. �
Her painting was judged the best and she
won first prize. 2. to make a assessment of
a situation [~what/whether/when
etc/~(that)] � It’s hard to judge whether he
likes the job or not. � The Senator judged it
would be impossible for him to win the
Presidency so he dropped out of the race.
judgmentjudgment /d��d�mənt/, judgement
noun 1. a legal decision by a judge or court
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� The judgment of the tribunal was fair. �

We will appeal against the judgment. 2. the
ability to make good decisions � He trusted
his wife’s judgment in everything.
judgmentaljudgmental /d��d� |mənt(ə)l/ adj tend-
ing to judge or criticise people
judicialjudicial /d�u
 |dʃ(ə)l/ adj referring to a
legal process or to a court of law
judiciousjudicious /d�u
 |dʃəs/ adj based on
good judgment
judojudo /d�u
dəυ/ noun an Olympic sport,
derived from the traditional Japanese art of
fighting without weapons between two
people
jug

� jug /d��(/ noun a container with a han-
dle, used for pouring liquids
jugglejuggle /d��((ə)l/ (juggles, juggling,
juggled) verb 1. to throw and catch several
things such as balls, so that most of them
are in the air at the same time � Try and
juggle four balls at once. 2. to keep chang-
ing things or arranging them in a compli-
cated way � I will have to juggle my meet-
ings so that I can fit everyone in. � She’s
trying to juggle her investments to get the
best interest rate.
jugglerjuggler /d��(lə/ noun a person who jug-
gles
juice

� juice /d�u
s/ noun a liquid from fruit,
vegetables or meat � They charged me £1
for two glasses of orange juice. � She had
a glass of grapefruit juice for breakfast.
juicyjuicy /d�u
si/ (juicier, juiciest) adj full of
juice
jukeboxjukebox /d�u
kbɒks/ noun a coin-oper-
ated machine which plays records or CDs
July

� July /d�υ |la/ noun the seventh month
of the year, between June and August �
July 23 � We went to Spain last July. � July
is always one of the busiest months for hol-
idays. (NOTE: July 23rd or July 23: say ‘July
the twenty-third’ or ‘the twenty-third of July’;
American English: ‘July twenty-third’.)
jumblejumble /d��mbəl/ noun a confused mess
� His clothes were lying in a jumble on the
floor. � A jumble of thoughts raced through
my mind. � verb (jumbles, jumbling, jum-
bled) also jumble up to mix or confuse
things � The books are all jumbled up –
can you sort them out? � His thoughts were
all jumbled in his head.
jumble salejumble sale /d��mbəl sel/ noun a sale
of old clothes and other things which peo-
ple no longer want, organised by a club or
organisation to raise money (NOTE: The US
term is rummage sale.)

jumbojumbo /d��mbəυ/ adj very large � He
ordered jumbo sausages and chips. � She
bought a jumbo box of fireworks.
jump

� jump /d��mp/ noun 1. a sudden move-
ment up or down into the air � The jump
was higher than she thought and she hurt
her leg. 2. a sudden increase [~in] � verb
(jumps, jumping, jumped) 1. to go sud-
denly into the air from or towards the
ground [///////~down/up/over etc] � She
jumped down from the chair. � The horse
jumped over the fence. 2. to make a sudden
movement because you are frightened �

She jumped when I came up behind her
quietly and said ‘Boo!’. � When they fired
the gun, it made me jump.

jump at� phrasal verb to accept enthusi-
astically

jumper

� jumper /d��mpə/ noun a warm piece
of clothing, usually made of wool, which
covers the top part of your body and your
arms
jumpyjumpy /d��mpi/ (jumpier, jumpiest) adj
nervous and excited
junction

� junction /d��ŋkʃən/ noun a place
where railway lines or roads meet � Go as
far as the next junction and you will see the
library on your right. � Leave the motor-
way at Junction 5.
juncturejuncture /d��ŋktʃə/ noun a point in
time
June

� June /d�u
n/ noun the sixth month of
the year, between May and July � June 17
� Last June we had a holiday in Canada.
(NOTE: June 17th or June 17: say ‘June the
seventeenth’ or ‘the seventeenth of June’ or
in US English: ‘June seventeenth’.)
junglejungle /d��ŋ(əl/ noun an area of thick
tropical forest which is difficult to travel
through
junior

� junior /d�u
niə/ adj intended for
younger children � She sings in the junior
choir. � He plays for the junior hockey
team.
junior high schooljunior high school /d�u
niə ha/ noun
a school in the US for children from 12 to
15 years old
junior schooljunior school /d�u
niə sku
l/ noun a
school for children from 7 to 11 years old
junk

� junk /d��ŋk/ noun useless articles, rub-
bish � Don’t keep that – it’s junk. � You
should throw away all that junk you keep
under your bed.
junk foodjunk food /d��ŋk fu
d/ noun prepared
food which is not healthy, e.g. because it
contains a lot of fat or sugar
junkiejunkie /d��ŋki/ noun (slang) 1. a person
who is addicted to an illegal drug � The
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park is full of junkies and dossers at night.
2. a person who is very enthusiastic about
something and cannot get enough of it �

I’m something of a crossword junkie. �
Some Internet junkies spend a fortune on
telephone bills.
junk mailjunk mail /d��ŋk mel/ noun advertis-
ing material sent through the post, often
thrown away immediately by the people
who receive it because they do not want it
juntajunta /d��ntə/ noun a ruling group of
ministers, a government which has taken
power by force (NOTE: used mainly of mili-
tary governments. The word is correctly pro-
nounced as /hυntə/ but this pronunciation
is not often used in English.)
jurisdictionjurisdiction /�d�υərs|dkʃən/ noun le-
gal power over someone or something
jurorjuror /d�υərə/ noun a member of a jury
jury

jury /d�υəri/ (plural juries) noun 1. a
group of twelve citizens who are sworn to
decide whether someone is guilty or inno-
cent after hearing the evidence given in a
court of law � The jury brought in a verdict
of not guilty. 2. a group of judges in a com-
petition � He’s been chosen to serve on the
jury for the literary prize. � the jury is still
out (on this) no one is sure what the result
will be
just

� just /d��st/ adv 1. exactly � Is that too
much sugar? – No, it’s just right. � Thank
you, that’s just what I was looking for. �
Just how many of students have got com-
puters? � What time is it? – It’s just seven
o’clock. � He’s just fifteen – his birthday
was yesterday. 2. showing the very recent
past � The train has just arrived from Par-
is. � She had just got into her bath when the
phone rang. � Thanks for calling – I was
just going to phone you. 3. only � We’re
just good friends, nothing more. � I’ve
been to Berlin just once.

justice

� justice /d��sts/ noun fair treatment
in law � Justice must always be seen to be
done.
justifiablejustifiable /d��stfaəb(ə)l/ adj which
can be justified
justification

� justification /�d��stf |keʃ(ə)n/
noun 1. a reason which shows that some-
thing has been done correctly [~for] � What
was his justification for doing that? � They
tried to find some justification for what
they had done. 2. (in typing and printing) ar-
ranging the words so that the ends of the
lines are straight � An American hyphena-
tion and justification program will not
work with British English spellings.
justifiedjustified /d��stfad/ adj shown to be
right
justify

� justify /d��stfa/ (justifies, justify-
ing, justified) verb to show that something
is fair, to prove that something is right �

How can you justify spending all that mon-
ey? � How can you justify your behaviour?
jutjut /d��t/ (juts, jutting, jutted) verb also
jut out to stick out, usually horizontally �
My hotel room has a balcony jutting out
over a busy main road. � The cliff juts out
into the lake.
juvenile

� juvenile /d�u
vənal/ adj 1. referring
to young people � Young offenders are
tried before a juvenile court. 2. silly and
annoying � noun a young person, officially,
one under eighteen years of age � The po-
lice entered the club and arrested four peo-
ple, two of them juveniles.
juvenile delinquentjuvenile delinquent /�d�u
vənal d|

lŋkwənt/ noun a young person who com-
mits minor crimes, especially crimes
against property
juxtaposejuxtapose /�d��kstə |pəυz/ (juxtapos-
es, juxtaposing, juxtaposed) verb to place
side by side, so as to show a difference
(NOTE: + juxtaposition n)
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kk /ke/, K noun the eleventh letter of the al-
phabet, between J and L
K

� K /ke/ abbr one thousand
kaleidoscopekaleidoscope /kə |ladəskəυp/ noun 1.
a toy formed of a tube with mirrors which
reflect small pieces of coloured material
and make patterns when you move it while
looking into it 2. something which has a se-
ries of patterns and colours � The kaleido-
scope of autumn colours which you only
see in parts of North America.
kangarookangaroo /�k�ŋ(ə|ru
/ noun a large
Australian animal, of which the female
carries its young in a pouch
karaokekaraoke /�k�ri |əυki/ noun entertain-
ment, coming originally from Japan, in
which people sing to recorded music
karatekarate /kə|rɑ
ti/ noun a Japanese style of
fighting, where you hit sharp quick blows
with the side of the hand or kicks with the
feet
karmakarma /kɑ
mə/ noun 1. the Hindu and
Buddhist belief that the quality of people’s
current and future lives is determined by
their behaviour in this and past lives 2. the
atmosphere which some people can feel is
present in a place, situation, person, or ob-
ject 3. destiny or fate
kayakkayak /ka�k/ noun a type of small boat
which is pointed at both ends, and almost
completely covered, with only a narrow
opening for one person to sit in
kebabkebab /k |b�b/ noun small pieces of
meat or vegetables, cooked on a long metal
stick
keen

� keen /ki
n/ (keener, keenest) adj 1. en-
thusiastic about doing something or want-
ing to do something � I wanted to see the
film but my friend wasn’t keen. � We’re
keen to keep the cost as low as possible. 2.
keen on something/someone liking
something or someone a lot [~on] � I am
not very keen on classical music. � I don’t
think she’s very keen on her new maths
teacher. � He’s keen on keeping fit – he
goes running every morning. 3. very strong
� She has a keen interest in politics. � Our

product has keen competition but it’s sell-
ing well. 4. very sensitive � Bats have a
keen sense of hearing.
keep

� keep /ki
p/ (keeps, keeping, kept)
verb 1. to continue to have something  �
Can I keep the newspaper I borrowed from
you? � I don’t want that book any more,
you can keep it. � The police kept my gun
and won’t give it back. 2. to continue to do
something  � The clock kept going even af-
ter I dropped it on the floor. � He had to
keep smiling so that people would think he
was pleased. � Keep quiet or they’ll hear
you. � Luckily the weather kept fine for the
fair. � The food will keep warm in the oven.
3. to have or to put something in a particu-
lar place  � I keep my car keys in my pocket.
� Where do you keep the paper for the laser
printer? 4. to make someone or something
stay in a place or state  � It’s cruel to keep
animals in cages. � I was kept late at the
office. � They kept us waiting for half an
hour. � We put the plates in the oven to keep
them warm. 5. to stay  � Keep close to me.

keep back phrasal verb 1. to hold on to
something which you should give to
someone � They kept back £20 from the
deposit to cover damage to the carpet. 2.
� to keep something back from some-
one not to tell someone information
which you could give to them � I have the
feeling that she’s keeping something
back from us.
keep down phrasal verb 1. to keep at a
low level � Keep your voice down, the
police will hear us! 2. to bend down in or-
der to hide from someone � Keep down
behind the wall so that they won’t see us.
keep off phrasal verb 1. not to walk on
something � Keep off the grass! 2. not to
use � If he can keep off drink, his health
will improve.
keep on� phrasal verb to continue doing
something � My computer keeps on
breaking down. � The cars kept on mov-
ing, though very slowly. � Keep on try-
ing!
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keep on at� phrasal verb to criticise
someone all the time [~about] (informal) �
She keeps on at me about going to visit
her.
keep out� phrasal verb 1. to stop some-
one going in � We put up notices telling
people to keep their dogs out of the field
where the lambs are. 2. not to go in �
There were ‘Keep Out!’ notices round
the building site. 3. not to get involved �
He kept out of the quarrel. � Try to keep
out of trouble with the police.
keep to phrasal verb 1. to follow the same
direction when you are going somewhere
� Keep to this road until you come to the
library, then turn left. 2. to make some-
thing stay inside a limit � Keep your
speed to 30 miles per hour in towns. 3. to
do what you have agreed to do, or what a
rule or law says you must do � Don’t
worry I’ll keep to my promise to pay back
the money. � The company kept to the
regulations and had good records. 4. not
to move away from the main subject be-
ing discussed � Let’s keep to the subject
of widening the motorway. � Keep to the
point.
keep up� phrasal verb 1. to make some-
thing stay at the same high level � He
finds it very difficult to keep up his Ger-
man. � They won’t be able to keep up that
speed for very long. 2. to prevent some-
one from going to sleep or to bed � The
noise from the street kept us up all night.
keep up with� phrasal verb 1. to go at
the same speed as someone � My foot
hurts, that’s why I can’t keep up with the
others. � His salary hasn’t kept up with
the cost of living. 2. to keep yourself in-
formed about � Have you been keeping
up with the news from Russia?

keeperkeeper /ki
pə/ noun 1. a person in charge
of a certain type of animal in a zoo � an el-
ephant keeper 2. a person in charge of a
section of a museum � The keeper of Ro-
man coins in the British Museum. 3. same
as goalkeeper (sport)
keepingkeeping /ki
pŋ/ noun � in or out of
keeping with in or not in the same style as
something else � The dinner plates are an-
tiques, in keeping with the furniture in the
dining room.
kegkeg /ke(/ noun a small round container
for liquid, especially alcohol
kennelkennel /ken(ə)l/ noun a small house for
a dog
kept

� kept /kept/ past tense and past partici-
ple of keep

kerbkerb /k#
b/ noun the stone edge of a path
along the side of a road
kernelkernel /k#
n(ə)l/ noun 1. the softer inside
part of a nut which you can eat � Squirrels
bite into nuts to get at the kernel. 2. the cen-
tre, the essential part � At the heart of every
classical myth is a kernel of truth. (NOTE:
Do not confuse with colonel.)
kerosenekerosene /kerəsi
n/ noun especially US
a type of thin oil, e.g. used in lights or heat-
ers
ketchupketchup /ketʃəp/ noun a type of tomato
sauce
kettlekettle /ket(ə)l/ noun a container used for
boiling water
key

� key /ki
/ noun 1. a shaped piece of met-
al that you use to open a lock or to start a
car � I can’t start the car, I’ve lost the key.
� Where did you put the front door key? 2.
one of the moving parts which you push
down with your fingers on a typewriter, a
computer or a musical instrument such as a
piano � The ‘F’ key always sticks. � There
are 64 keys on the keyboard. 3. a system of
musical tones � This piece of music is writ-
ten in the key of F major. � adj most impor-
tant � The key person in the team is the
goalkeeper. � The key person in the compa-
ny is the sales manager. � Oil is a key in-
dustry.
keyboard

� keyboard /ki
bɔ
d/ noun a set of keys
on something such as a computer or piano
� She spilled her coffee on the computer
keyboard. � He practises on the keyboard
every day. � verb (keyboards, keyboard-
ing, keyboarded) to put information into a
computer using a keyboard � She was key-
boarding the figures.
keyholekeyhole /ki
həυl/ noun a hole in a lock
which you put a key into
keynotekeynote /ki
nəυt/ noun a main subject �
The keynote of the meeting was the need
for political compromise.
keypadkeypad /ki
p�d/ noun a set of special
keys on a computer keyboard, e.g. the
number keys
keywordkeyword /ki
w#
d/ noun 1. a word used
as a reference point for further information
or as a guide to show you what is contained
in a document 2. a series of letters and
numbers, often in the form of a common
word, which has a special meaning for a
computer database or programming or
command language
khakikhaki /kɑ
ki/ adj of a dull yellow-brown
colour, like that sometimes worn by sol-
diers � I don’t like those dull khaki cush-
ions in the living room.
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kick

� kick /kk/ noun 1. the act of hitting
something with your foot � The goalkeeper
gave the ball a kick. 2. a feeling of excite-
ment � He gets a kick out of watching a
football match on TV. � verb (kicks, kick-
ing, kicked) to hit something with your
foot � He kicked the ball into the net. � She
kicked her little brother.

kick in phrasal verb 1. to make something
open by kicking it � The police kicked the
door in. 2. to start to have an effect � The
car really moves when the turbocharger
kicks in.
kick off� phrasal verb 1. to start a game
of football � They kicked off at 3.00 and
by half-time there was still no score. 2. to
start � Let’s kick off with a discussion
about modern painters.
kick out� phrasal verb to get rid of
someone (informal)

kick-offkick-off /kk ɒf/ noun the start of a foot-
ball game
kick startkick start /kk stɑ
t/ verb to make
something start or start again � The gov-
ernment’s plans to kick start the economy.
kid

� kid /kd/ noun 1. a child (informal) �
There were a few school kids on their bicy-
cles. � They’re married with two kids. 2. a
young goat � verb (kids, kidding, kidded)
to make someone believe something which
is not true � Are you kidding? � She tried
to kid me that she’d had an accident.
kiddiekiddie /kdi/ noun a small child
(informal)
kidnap

� kidnap /kdn�p/ (kidnaps, kidnap-
ping, kidnapped) verb to take someone
away illegally and keep them prisoner
(NOTE: + kidnapper n)
kidney

� kidney /kdni/ noun one of a pair of
organs in animals that clean the blood and
remove waste from it
kidney beankidney bean /kdni bi
n/ noun a type of
bean with reddish seeds which look a little
like kidneys
kill

� kill /kl/ (kills, killing, killed) verb to
make someone or something die � Sixty
people were killed in the plane crash. � A
long period of dry weather could kill all the
crops.
killerkiller /klə/ noun 1. a person who kills �
The police are still hunting for the killer. 2.
which kills � a killer flu virus
killingkilling /klŋ/ noun the process of putting
a person or animal to death � The police
are investigating the killing of the tourists.
� There have been reports of killings in the
villages. � The killing of rhinos has been
banned.

kilnkiln /kln/ noun an oven for making ob-
jects from clay hard enough to last
kilo

� kilo /ki
ləυ/ abbr kilogram
kilobytekilobyte /kləυbat/ noun a unit of stor-
age for a computer equal to 1,024 bytes
kilogram

� kilogram /klə(r�m/, kilogramme
noun a measure of weight equal to one
thousand grams (NOTE: written kg after fig-
ures: 20kg)
kilometre

� kilometre /klə |�mi
tə/ noun a meas-
ure of distance equal to one thousand me-
tres
kiltkilt /klt/ noun a skirt, usually of tartan
cloth, worn by men in Scotland, and also
by women
kinkin /kn/ noun � next of kin a person’s
nearest relative � After the fatal accident,
the police informed the next of kin. �
Names of the victims will not be released
until their next of kin have been informed.
kind

� kind /kand/ adj friendly and helpful �
It’s very kind of you to offer to help. � How
kind of you to invite him to your party! �
You should always be kind to little chil-
dren. � He’s a kind old gentleman. � noun
a type [~of] � A butterfly is a kind of insect.
� We have several kinds of apples in our
garden. � We discussed all kinds of things.
� of a kind similar � The three sisters are
three of a kind. � it’s nothing of the kind
that’s not correct at all � kind of in a certain
way (informal) � I was kind of annoyed
when she told me that.
kindergartenkindergarten /kndə(ɑ
t(ə)n/ noun a
school for little children
kindlekindle /knd(ə)l/ (kindles, kindling, kin-
dled) verb 1. to make something catch fire
� A cigarette end must have kindled the
dead leaves. 2. to make someone start to
feel something � The aim of the class is to
kindle an interest in art.
kindlingkindling /kndlŋ/ noun material such as
small pieces of wood, used for starting a
fire
kindness

� kindness /kandnəs/ noun 1. the
quality of being kind � She was touched by
his kindness. 2. a kind act
king

� king /kŋ/ noun 1. a man who governs
a country by right of birth � The king and
queen came to visit the town. (NOTE: king is
spelt with a capital letter when used with a
name or when referring to a particular per-
son: King Henry VIII.) 2. the main piece in
chess � She moved her knight to place his
king in check. 3. (in cards) the card with the
face of a man, coming before the ace and
after the queen in value � He knew he could
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win when he drew the king of spades. 4. a
person in the top position
kingdom

� kingdom /kŋdəm/ noun 1. the land
ruled over by a king or queen � England is
part of the United Kingdom. � He gave her
a book of fairy stories about a magic king-
dom. 2. a part of the world of nature � the
animal kingdom
kingpinkingpin /kŋpn/ noun the main person
in an organisation (informal)
king-sizeking-size /kŋ saz/ adj bigger than the
usual size
kinkkink /kŋk/ noun 1. a twist in something
that should be straight � Can you straight-
en the flex, it’s got a kink in it. 2. a peculiar
mental state � He has a kink about wom-
en’s underwear.
kinshipkinship /knʃp/ noun the relationship
that exists between people in the same fam-
ily
kioskkiosk /ki
ɒsk/ noun a small shelter, for
selling goods out of doors
kipperkipper /kpə/ noun a split herring, salted
and smoked
kiss

� kiss /ks/ noun the act of touching
someone with your lips to show that you
are pleased to see them or that you like
them [~on] � She gave the baby a kiss on
the cheek. � to blow someone a kiss to
touch your lips with your hand and then
hold out your hand to a person at a distance
� As the train left, she blew him a kiss. �
verb (kisses, kissing, kissed) to touch
someone with your lips to show that you
are pleased to see them or that you like
them [~on] � They kissed each other on
both cheeks.
kit

� kit /kt/ noun clothes and personal
equipment, usually kept in a bag � Did you
bring your tennis kit?
kitchen

� kitchen /ktʃn/ noun a room where
you can cook food � She put the meat down
on the kitchen table. � If you’re hungry,
have a look in the kitchen to see if there’s
anything to eat.
kite

� kite /kat/ noun a toy made of light
wood and paper or cloth which is flown in
the wind on the end of a string � He was
flying his kite from the top of the hill.
kitten

� kitten /kt(ə)n/ noun a young cat
kittykitty /kti/ noun money which has been
collected from each member of a group of
people to be used for everyone later � We
each put £5 into the kitty for the office par-
ty.
knackknack /n�k/ noun an ability or tendency
to do something, often something wrong
(informal) � She has a knack for talking to

strangers. � He has this knack of acciden-
tally offending people.
knackeredknackered /n�kəd/ adj very tired
(slang)
kneadknead /ni
d/ (kneads, kneading, knead-
ed) verb to press and fold dough before it is
cooked to make bread
knee

� knee /ni
/ noun 1. the part on your body
where the upper and the lower leg join,
where your leg bends � She sat the child on
her knee. � He was on his knees looking
under the bed. 2. the part of a pair of trou-
sers that covers the knee � My jeans have
holes in both knees.
kneecapkneecap /ni
k�p/ noun the little bone in
front of the knee � He hurt his kneecap
when he fell.
knee-jerkknee-jerk /ni
 d�#
k/ adj tending to re-
act without thinking, or happening as a re-
sult of such a reaction
kneel

� kneel /ni
l/ (kneels, kneeling,
kneeled, knelt) verb to go down on your
knees
knew

� knew /nju
/ past tense of know
knickersknickers /nkəz/ plural noun a piece of a
woman’s or girl’s underwear for the lower
body � She bought a pair of blue knickers.
knife

� knife /naf/ noun (plural knives) an in-
strument used for cutting, with a sharp
metal blade fixed in a handle � Put out a
knife, fork and spoon for each person. �

You need a sharp knife to cut meat. � verb
(knifes, knifing, knifed) to injure someone
using a knife � He was knifed in the back
during the fight.
knighthoodknighthood /nathυd/ noun the posi-
tion of being a knight
knit

� knit /nt/ (knits, knitting, knitted or
knit) verb to make cloth out of wool by
joining threads together using two long
needles � My mother is knitting me a pull-
over. � She was wearing a blue knitted hat.
knitting

� knitting /ntŋ/ noun 1. the action of
making something out of wool with knit-
ting needles � Her great hobby is knitting.
2. a piece of work which is in the process
of being made by knitting � She brought
her knitting with her to the conference.
knitwearknitwear /ntweə/ noun knitted clothes
such as jumpers and pullovers
knivesknives /navz/ plural of knife
knobknob /nɒb/ noun 1. a rounded handle that
you turn, e.g. on a door or drawer � To open
the door, just turn the knob. 2. a round ob-
ject which you turn to operate a radio or
TV, etc. � Turn the knob to increase the
volume.
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knock

� knock /nɒk/ noun a sound made by hit-
ting something � verb (knocks, knocking,
knocked) to hit something � Knock twice
before going in. � You’ll need a heavy ham-
mer to knock that nail in.

knock about� phrasal verb 1. to wander
about doing nothing � He spent several
years knocking about the back streets of
New Orleans. 2. � to knock someone
about to beat someone � He was badly
knocked about in the fight. � to knock
something about to damage something
� The cathedral was badly knocked about
in the bombardment. 3. to be in a place
(informal ) � Can you see my hammer
knocking about anywhere?
knock back� phrasal verb 1. to drink a
drink quickly � He knocked back his
drink and ran outside. 2. � to knock
someone back a sum to cost someone an
amount of money � It will knock me back
a few hundred pounds.
knock down� phrasal verb 1. to make
something fall down � They are going to
knock down the old house to build a fac-
tory. 2. to hit someone or something �

She was knocked down by a car. 3. to re-
duce a price � They knocked the price
down to £50. 4. to sell something to
someone at an auction � It was knocked
down to a German buyer for £250.
knock off� phrasal verb 1. to make
something fall off by hitting it � The cat
knocked the glass off the shelf. 2. to stop
work � The workmen all knocked off at
4.30. 3. to reduce the price of something
by an amount � He knocked £1000 off the
price of the car.
knock out� phrasal verb 1. to hit some-
one so hard that they are no longer con-
scious � She was knocked out by a blow
on the head. � The boxer was knocked out
in the third round. 2. to make someone go
to sleep � The doctor gave her something
which knocked her out.
knock up phrasal verb 1. to wake some-
one up � Can you knock me up early to-
morrow morning? 2. to put something
together rapidly � She knocked up a din-
ner for six people at half an hour’s no-
tice. � He knocked up a garden shed out
of old pieces of timber.

knocker

knocker /nɒkə/ noun 1. a knob or ring
attached to a door which can be hit against
it to call attention � The bell on the front
door doesn’t work, so you have to use the
knocker. 2. a person who is always criticis-

ing something � The letter in the paper
should silence the government’s knockers.
knock-on effectknock-on effect /nɒk ɒn |�fekt/ adj an
effect which follows on from something
[~on] � The airport strike had a knock-on
effect on the tourist industry.
knockoutknockout /nɒkaυt/ noun (in boxing) the
action of hitting someone so hard that they
lose consciousness � He won by a knockout
(KO) in the third round.
knot

� knot /nɒt/ noun 1. one or more pieces
of string, rope, or other fibre, twisted and
fastened together � Boy Scouts are sup-
posed to be able to tie knots. � Is the knot
of my tie straight? 2. a measure of the
speed of a ship, or of the wind � The ship
was doing 22 knots when she hit the rocks.
� There’s a wind speed of 60 knots.
know

� know /nəυ/ (knows, knowing, knew,
known) verb 1. to have learned something,
or have information about something
[~(that)/~what/whether/if/ why/ how etc] �
Do you know all the words to this song? �
He didn’t know that she had died. � You
knew it would be expensive. � His secre-
tary doesn’t know where he is. � Do you
know how to start the computer? � Do you
know the Spanish for ‘one – two – three’?
2. to have met someone � I know your sis-
ter – we were at school together. � I used to
know a man called Peter Jones who
worked in your company. � to know some-
one by sight to know who someone is,
even though you have never spoken to him
or her 3. to have been to a place often � I
know Paris very well. � She doesn’t know
Germany at all. � to know somewhere
like the back of your hand to be very fa-
miliar with a place � as far as I know all I
know is that � As far as I know, he left by
car at 6 p.m. � Is she in trouble? – Not as
far as I know. � in the know knowing
something that most people do not know �
Those in the know say that’s the best res-
taurant in town. � Someone in the know
gave me the tip. � to know better than to
have the experience to avoid making a mis-
take � You should know better than to wake
grandfather up when he’s having his after-
noon nap. � you never know perhaps �

You never know, she may still turn up.
know-allknow-all /nəυ ɔ
l/ noun a person who
claims he knows everything (informal)
know-howknow-how /nəυ haυ/ noun knowledge
about how something is made or is done
(informal)
knowingknowing /nəυŋ/ adj showing that you
know about something
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knowinglyknowingly /nəυŋli/ adv 1. deliberately,
on purpose � He is accused of knowingly
handling stolen goods. 2. showing that you
know about something � He glanced
knowingly in her direction.
knowledge

� knowledge /nɒld�/ noun the general
facts or information that people know  � No
encyclopedia can contain all human
knowledge.
knowledgeableknowledgeable /nɒld�əb(ə)l/ adj
who knows a lot about something
known

� known /nəυn/ past participle of know
knuckleknuckle /n�k(ə)l/ noun a part where two
bones join in a finger

knuckle down phrasal verb to start work-

ing hard (informal)
knuckle under phrasal verb to give in to
someone

koala

koala /kəυ |ɑ
lə/, koala bear noun a small
Australian animal which carries its young
in a pouch and lives in trees
kosher

kosher /kəυʃə/ adj (of food) prepared ac-
cording to Jewish law
Kremlin

Kremlin /kremln/ noun the Russian
government and its building in Moscow
kudos

kudos /kju
dɒs/ noun glory, fame
kung fu

kung fu /�k�ŋ fu
/ noun a Chinese style
of fighting, where you can kick as well as
punch
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l /el/, L noun the twelfth letter of the alpha-
bet, between K and M
lab

� lab /l�b/ noun same as laboratory
(informal)
label

� label /leb(ə)l/ noun a note attached to
something to give information about, e.g.
its price, its contents or someone’s name
and address � She stuck a label on the par-
cel. � The price on the label is £25.00. �
verb (labels, labelling, labelled) to put a la-
bel on something � All the goods are la-
belled with the correct price.
laborlabor /lebə/ noun, verb US spelling of
labour
laboratory

� laboratory /lə |bɒrət(ə)ri/ (plural lab-
oratories) noun a place where scientific
experiments, testing and research are car-
ried out � She’s a chemist working in the
university laboratories. � All our products
are tested in our own laboratories.
laborious

laborious /lə |bɔ
riəs/ adj difficult, in-
volving a lot of work over a period of time,
and often boring � Moving the pile of sand
to the back of the house was a laborious
task
labor union

� labor union /lebə �jυnjən/ noun US
a trade union
labour

� labour /lebə/ noun 1. work, especial-
ly hard work � Does the price include the
cost of labour? 2. the people who do work
� Cheap labour is difficult to find. 3. the
process of giving birth to a baby � She went
into labour at home, and her husband
drove her to the hospital. � She was in la-
bour for 12 hours. � verb (labours, labour-
ing, laboured) 1. to work hard � They la-
boured night and day to finish the project
in time. 2. to do something with difficulty
� She laboured across the room to me. � to
labour under an impression or a delu-
sion to have a wrong impression, to as-
sume something which is quite wrong � He
was labouring under the delusion that air
fares were cheaper in Europe than in the
USA. � to labour the point to discuss
something for too long � I don’t want to la-

bour the point, but may I raise the question
for the third time?
labouredlaboured /lebəd/ adj showing signs of
too much effort (NOTE: The US spelling is
labored.)
labourerlabourer /lebərə/ noun a person who
does heavy work with his hands
labour forcelabour force /lebə fɔ
s/ noun the total
number of workers employed in a country,
an industry or an organisation
labour-intensivelabour-intensive /�lebər n|tensv/
adj involving a high number of employees
or greater costs for labour than for other ar-
eas such as materials, machines or design
labour marketlabour market /lebə �mɑ
kt/ noun a
supply of workers ready and available for
work
labour movementlabour movement /lebə �mu
vmənt/
noun organisations whose aims are to im-
prove conditions for workers and get polit-
ical power
labyrinthlabyrinth /l�bərnθ/ noun a system of
complicated paths, alleys or corridors
which it is difficult to find your way out of
lace

� lace /les/ noun 1. a thin strip of mate-
rial for tying up a shoe or other piece of
clothing � His laces kept coming undone. �
She’s too little to be able to do up her laces
herself. 2. cloth made with open patterns of
threads, like a net � a lace tablecloth � Her
wedding dress was trimmed with lace.
(NOTE: no plural in this sense)
lacerationlaceration /�l�sə |reʃ(ə)n/ noun a place
where flesh has been torn
lack

� lack /l�k/ noun the fact that you do not
have something � The children are suffer-
ing from a lack of food. � The project was
cancelled because of lack of funds. (NOTE:
no plural) � verb (lacks, lacking, lacked)
not to have enough of something � The
sales staff lack interest in what they are do-
ing.
lacking

� lacking /l�kŋ/ adj not having any
[~in] � Support for people looking after eld-
erly relatives has been sadly lacking. �
She’s completely lacking in business sense.
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lacquerlacquer /l�kə/ noun 1. a type of hard
shiny varnish or paint, often used on wood
or metal � The coating of lacquer on the
chest had begun to crack. 2. a spray for
keeping hair in place (old) � Cover your
eyes if you’re using hair lacquer anywhere
near your face. (NOTE: + lacquer v)
lactoselactose /l�ktəυs/ noun a sugar con-
tained in milk
lad

� lad /l�d/ noun a boy or young man
ladder

� ladder /l�də/ noun an object made of
several bars between two posts, used for
climbing up to high places � The ladder
was leaning against the wall. � He was
climbing up a ladder. � She got down off
the ladder.
ladleladle /led(ə)l/ noun a large deep spoon
for serving liquid foods such as soup � The
cook stood by the soup bowl, with her ladle
in her hand. � verb (ladles, ladling, ladled)
also ladle out to serve with a ladle
lady

� lady /ledi/ (plural ladies) noun a polite
way of referring to a woman � There are
two ladies waiting to see you.
ladybirdladybird /ledib#
d/ noun a type of small
beetle, usually red with black spots (NOTE:
The US term is ladybug.)
laglag /l�(/ noun an interval of time between
two linked happenings � There’s often a
long time lag between setting up in busi-
ness and seeing any results. � jet lag � verb
(lags, lagging, lagged) 1. to be behind, to
fall behind � She was lagging 10m behind
the leaders. 2. to cover water pipes to pre-
vent them losing heat or freezing � Make
sure your pipes are lagged before the win-
ter.
lager

� lager /lɑ
(ə/ noun a type of light beer
� He came to the bar and ordered six pints
of lager.
lagoonlagoon /lə |(u
n/ noun a shallow part of
the sea in the tropics, surrounded by reefs
laid

� laid /led/ past tense and past participle
of lay
laid-back

� laid-back /�led b�k/ adj relaxed, not
in a hurry (informal)
lainlain /len/ past participle of lie verb 2
lairlair /leə/ noun a place where a wild animal
sleeps (informal)
lake

� lake /lek/ noun an area of water sur-
rounded by land � Let’s take a boat out on
the lake. � We can sail across the lake. �
The hotel stands on the shores of Lake
Windermere.
lamb

� lamb /l�m/ noun 1. a young sheep � In
spring, the fields are full of sheep and their
little lambs. 2. meat from a lamb or sheep

� a leg of lamb � roast lamb (NOTE: no plu-
ral in this sense)
lambastlambast /l�m |b�st/ verb to be very crit-
ical of someone or something
lamelame /lem/ adj (lamer, lamest) 1. not able
to walk properly � He is lame in his left leg.
2. weak or unsatisfactory � He produced a
very lame excuse for not coming to the
meeting. � verb (lames, laming, lamed) to
injure someone so that he or she cannot
walk properly
lame ducklame duck /�lem d�k/ noun someone
or something that is regarded as weak and
unsuccessful
lame-ducklame-duck /lem �d�k/ adj regarded as
weak and unsuccessful � lame-duck com-
pany � lame-duck president (NOTE: only
used before a noun)
lamentlament /lə |ment/ (laments, lamenting,
lamented) verb to be very sad about � We
are still lamenting the closure of our local
post office. (NOTE: + lament n)
lamentablelamentable /l�məntəb(ə)l/ adj very
bad
laminatelaminate1 /l�mnət/ (laminates, lami-
nating, laminated) verb 1. to cover some-
thing with a thin protective sheet 2. to bond
layers together
laminatelaminate2 /l�mnet/ noun a hard mate-
rial made up of bonded layers
lamp

� lamp /l�mp/ noun an object which pro-
duces light � The hall is lit by large electric
lamps.
lampoonlampoon /l�m |pu
n/ (lampoons, lam-
pooning, lampooned) verb to use humour
as a way of attacking somebody or some-
thing in a piece of writing
lamppostlamppost /l�mp|�pəυst/ noun a tall post
by the side of a road, holding a lamp
lampshade

� lampshade /l�mpʃed/ noun a cover
put over a lamp
LANLAN /l�n/ abbr local area network
lancelance /lɑ
ns/ noun a long pointed stick
carried by a knight in armour
land

� land /l�nd/ noun earth, as opposed to
water  � They were glad to be back on (dry)
land again after two weeks at sea. (NOTE:
no plural) � verb (lands, landing, landed)
to arrive on the ground, or on another sur-
face [~at/~on/in/under] � The flight from
Amsterdam has landed. � We will be land-
ing at London Airport in five minutes. �
The ducks tried to land on the ice.

land up� phrasal verb to end in a place
(informal) � I got the wrong train and
landed up in Scotland.
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landfilllandfill /l�ndfl/ noun a way of dispos-
ing of rubbish by putting it into holes in the
ground and covering it with earth
landinglanding /l�ndŋ/ noun 1. (especially of
aircraft) an instance of arriving on the
ground or on a surface � The plane made a
smooth landing. � crash-landing 2. a flat
area at the top of a set of stairs � She was
waiting for me on the landing.
landlady

� landlady /l�ndledi/ (plural landla-
dies) noun a woman from whom you rent a
place to live � You must pay your rent to the
landlady every month.
landlinelandline /l�n(d)|�lan/ noun a telephone
which sends sound by cable rather than by
satellite. Compare mobile phone
landlockedlandlocked /l�ndlɒkt/ adj more or less
surrounded by land
landlord

� landlord /l�ndlɔ
d/ noun a man or
company from whom you rent property
such as a house, room or office � Tell the
landlord if your roof leaks. � The landlord
refused to make any repairs to the roof.
landmarklandmark /l�ndmɑ
k/ noun a building
or large object on land which you can see
easily � The statue is a famous landmark.
landmasslandmass /l�ndm�s/ noun a large area
of land
landminelandmine /l�ndman/ noun a small
bomb hidden under the surface of the soil,
which explodes if disturbed
landownerlandowner /l�ndəυnə/ noun a person
who owns land, and may rent it out
landscape

� landscape /l�ndskep/ noun 1. the
appearance of the countryside � the beau-
tiful landscape of the West Country 2. a
painting of a country scene � He collects
18th century English landscapes.
landslidelandslide /l�ndslad/ noun 1. a sudden
fall of large amounts of soil and rocks
down the side of a mountain � Landslides
have blocked several roads through the
mountains. 2. an large majority obtained in
an election � The Socialists won in a land-
slide or won a landslide victory.
lane

� lane /len/ noun 1. a narrow road, often
in the country � a lane with hedges on both
sides 2. a part of a road for traffic going in
a particular direction or at a certain speed �
Motorways usually have three lanes on ei-
ther side. � One lane of the motorway has
been closed for repairs.
language

� language /l�ŋ(wd�/ noun a way of
speaking or writing used in a country or by
a group of people � We go to English lan-
guage classes twice a week. � She can
speak several European languages.

language laboratorylanguage laboratory /l�ŋ(wd� lə |

�bɒrət(ə)ri/ noun a room with tape record-
ers and monitors where students listen to
lessons in foreign languages in order to
practise their language skills
languidlanguid /l�ŋ(wd/ adj moving slowly,
without any energy
languishlanguish /l�ŋ(wʃ/ (languishes, lan-
guishing, languished) verb to become
weaker or more ill, to be in a bad situation
lankylanky /l�ŋki/ (lankier, lankiest) adj tall,
thin and awkward
lanternlantern /l�ntən/ noun an oil or gas lamp
which can be carried in the hand
laplap /l�p/ noun 1. the part of your body
from your waist to your knees when you
are sitting � She listened to the story, sit-
ting in her father’s lap. 2. one turn round a
racetrack � He’s finished lap 23 – only two
laps to go! � verb (laps, lapping, lapped)
1. (of animals) to drink with the tongue �
The dog lapped the water in the pond. 2. to
go so fast that you are one whole lap ahead
of another person in a race � The winner
had lapped three other runners.

lap up phrasal verb 1. (of animals) to
drink greedily with the tongue � The cat
was lapping up the milk. 2. to accept
something enthusiastically � She told
him how good his book was, and he just
sat there lapping it up.

lapellapel /lə |pel/ noun one of the two parts of
a coat or jacket which are folded back, just
above the top button that fastens it
lapselapse /l�ps/ noun 1. an interval of time,
especially when something does not take
place � There is a lapse of two seconds be-
tween touching the switch and the screen
lighting up. � They have started work on
the motorway again after a considerable
lapse of time. 2. a failure of something to
work properly � I must have had a lapse of
memory. � verb (lapses, lapsing, lapsed)
1. to stop � All rubbish collections lapsed
during the strike. 2. to stop being valid �

My parking permit has lapsed, I must get it
renewed.

lapse into phrasal verb to fall into a
worse state than before � The country
lapsed into anarchy when the president
was assassinated. � After the brain oper-
ation, she lapsed into a coma from which
she never recovered.

laptop

� laptop /l�ptɒp/ noun a small compu-
ter which can be held on your knees
lardlard /lɑ
d/ noun pork fat used in cooking
larderlarder /lɑ
də/ noun a cool room or cup-
board for storing food
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large

� large /lɑ
d�/ adj big � She ordered a
large cup of coffee. � Our house has one
large bedroom and two very small ones. �
How large is your garden? � Why has she
got an office which is larger than mine?
largely

� largely /lɑ
d�li/ adv mainly, mostly �
The price rises are largely due to increased
demand.
large-scale

� large-scale /lɑ
d� skel/ adj involv-
ing large numbers of people or large
amounts of money
larklark /lɑ
k/ noun a bird which sings and
flies high in the sky � Larks were singing
high up above the fields.
larvalarva /lɑ
və/ (plural larvae) noun the ear-
ly stage of development of an insect, like a
fat worm and different in form from the
adult
lasagnelasagne /lə |z�njə/ noun a type of flat
pasta, served cooked with meat or vegeta-
ble sauce
laserlaser /lezə/ noun an instrument which
produces a concentrated beam of light; la-
sers can be used to cut through hard mate-
rials, and to carry out some medical opera-
tions
laser printerlaser printer /lezə �prntə/ noun an of-
fice printing machine which prints using a
laser beam
lashlash /l�ʃ/ (lashes, lashing, lashed) verb
1. to beat something with a whip � She
lashed at the horse to make it go faster. 2.
to beat against something, as if with a whip
� The rain was lashing against the win-
dows. 3. to fasten or tie down tightly with
rope � Containers carried on the deck of a
ship must be securely lashed down.
lasslass /l�s/ noun (in the North of England &
Scotland) a girl or young woman
last

� last /lɑ
st/ adj 1. coming at the end of a
list, line or period of time � The post office
is the last building on the right. � The in-
voice must be paid by the last day of the
month. � at last, at long last in the end, af-
ter a long time 2. most recent � She’s been
ill for the last ten days. � The last three
books I read were rubbish. � adv 1. at the
end � Out of a queue of twenty people, I
was served last. � I’ll print the labels last.
2. most recently � When did you see her
last? � She was looking ill when I saw her
last or when I last saw her. � verb (lasts,
lasting, lasted) to continue for some time
[~for/until/through etc] � The storm lasted
all night. � The meeting lasted for three
hours. � The fine weather won’t last until
the weekend. � last but one the one before

the last one � My last car but one was a
Rolls Royce.
last-ditchlast-ditch /�lɑ
st dtʃ/ adj final, last be-
fore something unpleasant happens
lastinglasting /lɑ
stŋ/ adj which lasts for a
long time
lastlylastly /lɑ
stli/ adv at the end
last-minute

� last-minute /�lɑ
st mnt/ adj very
late
last namelast name /lɑ
st nem/ noun a person’s
surname
last orderslast orders /lɑ
st ɔ
dəz/ plural noun, in-
terj the final opportunity to buy drinks be-
fore a pub or bar closes
last wordlast word /lɑ
st w#
d/ noun the very lat-
est fashion
latchlatch /l�tʃ/ noun the fastening for a door
consisting of a small bar which fits into a
catch � The burglars pushed on the door
and broke the latch.
late

� late /let/ adj 1. after the usual or ex-
pected time � The plane is thirty minutes
late. � It’s too late to change your ticket. �
Hurry or you’ll be late for the show. � We
apologise for the late arrival of the plane
from Amsterdam. 2. at the end of a period
of time � The traffic was bad in the late af-
ternoon. � He moved to London in the late
1980s. 3. a word used about people instead
of ’dead’ in order to be polite � His late fa-
ther was a director of the company. (NOTE:
only used before a noun in this meaning)
latecomerlatecomer /letk�mə/ noun a person
who arrives late
latelylately /letli/ adv during recent days or
weeks
late-nightlate-night /let nat/ adj happening late
at night
latentlatent /let(ə)nt/ adj present but not yet
developed; hidden
laterlater /letə/ adv at a time after the
present; at a time after a time which has
been mentioned � The family came to live
in England and she was born a month later.
� Can we meet later this evening? � see
you later! I hope to see you again later to-
day � later (on) afterwards, at a later time
� I’ll do it later on. � We were only told lat-
er that she was very ill.
laterallateral /l�t(ə)rəl/ adj referring to the side
latestlatest /letst/ (informal) adj the most re-
cent � Have you seen his latest film? � He
always drives the latest model car. � The
latest snow reports are published each day
in the papers. � noun � the latest the most
recent news � Have you heard the latest
about Gina? � at the latest no later than
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the time stated � I’ll ring back before 7
o’clock at the latest.
latexlatex /leteks/ noun the milky juice from
a rubber tree � The raw latex is collected
and then heated to make rubber.
latherlather /lɑ
ðə/ noun 1. a mass of soap bub-
bles � The barber covered my chin with
lather. 2. (especially on horses) a sweat like
froth
LatinLatin /l�tn/ noun the language spoken
by the ancient Romans � We learnt Latin at
school. � The inscription on the tomb is in
Latin.
latitudelatitude /l�ttju
d/ noun 1. a position on
the earth’s surface measured in degrees
north or south of the equator � Pine trees
grow in temperate latitudes. � longitude 2.
freedom to do what you want to do � The
management allows the heads of depart-
ment considerable latitude in selecting
staff.
lattelatte /l�te/ noun a coffee made with hot
milk
latter

� latter /l�tə/ adj 1. used for referring to
the second of two people or things men-
tioned 2. towards the end of the period of
time mentioned � I’m busy on Monday and
Tuesday, but I’ll be free during the latter
part of the week. � noun � the latter the
second person or thing mentioned of two
people or things � Which do you prefer, ap-
ples or pears? – I prefer the latter.
laugh

� laugh /lɑ
f/ noun a sound you make
when you think something is funny � He’s
got a lovely deep laugh. � ‘That’s right,’
she said with a laugh. � verb (laughs,
laughing, laughed) to make a sound to
show you think something is funny [/~at] �
Everyone was laughing at his jokes. � to
do something for a laugh to do something
as a joke or for fun � Don’t be angry – they
only did it for a laugh.
laughablelaughable /lɑ
fəb(ə)l/ adj ridiculous or
unreasonable
laughing stocklaughing stock /lɑ
fŋ stɒk/ noun a
person who is laughed at by everyone
laughterlaughter /lɑ
ftə/ noun the sound or act
of laughing � As soon as he opened his
mouth, the audience burst into laughter.
(NOTE: no plural)
launch

� launch /lɔ
ntʃ/ noun 1. the act of start-
ing off a boat or a spacecraft � The launch
of the new car went off successfully. � The
rocket launch has been delayed by two
weeks. 2. the act of starting off the sale of a
new product � The launch of the new car
went off successfully. � verb (launches,
launching, launched) 1. to put a boat into

the water, especially for the first time and
with a lot of ceremony � The Queen
launched the new ship. 2. to send a space-
craft into space � The spacecraft was
launched from Cape Kennedy. 3. to start
selling a new product � We’re launching
the new perfume in the spring.
launderettelaunderette /�lɔ
ndə |ret/, laundrette
noun a shop with washing machines which
anyone can pay to use (NOTE: The US term
is laundromat.)
laundry

� laundry /lɔ
ndri/ noun 1. clothes that
need to be washed � Please put any laun-
dry into the bag provided. (NOTE: no plural)
2. a place where clothes are washed � The
hotel’s sheets and towels are sent to the
laundry every day.
laurellaurel /lɒrəl/ noun a large bush with
smooth shiny evergreen leaves
lavalava /lɑ
və/ noun the hot liquid rock
flowing from a volcano which becomes
solid when it cools
lavatorylavatory /l�vətri/ (plural lavatories)
noun same as toilet � The gents’ lavatory is
to the right. � The lavatories are situated at
the rear of the plane.
lavenderlavender /l�vndə/ noun 1. a shrub with
small lilac-coloured flowers and narrow
leaves, grown for perfume � My grand-
mother puts bags filled with dried lavender
flowers in her wardrobe to make her
clothes smell nice. 2. a bluish-purple col-
our � adj bluish purple
lavishlavish /l�vʃ/ adj 1. very generous � He
bought all the children lavish presents. 2.
larger than necessary � Grandmother al-
ways gives us lavish portions. � verb (lav-
ishes, lavishing, lavished) � to lavish
something on someone to give lots of
something to someone � He lavished
presents on his grandchildren. � She lav-
ishes a lot of care on her collection of or-
chids.
law

� law /lɔ
/ noun one of the rules govern-
ing a country, usually in the form of an act
of parliament [~on] � Parliament has
passed a new law on environmental protec-
tion. � to be a law unto yourself to do ex-
actly what you want
law-abidinglaw-abiding /lɔ
 ə |�badŋ/ adj who
obeys the law
lawcourtlawcourt /lɔ
kɔ
t/ noun a court where
cases are heard by a judge and jury, or by a
magistrate
lawfullawful /lɔ
f(ə)l/ adj allowed by the law
(formal) � Their behaviour was perfectly
lawful.
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lawlesslawless /lɔ
ləs/ adj not controlled by the
law or by the police
law-makinglaw-making /lɔ
 �mekŋ/ noun the
process of making laws
lawnlawn /lɔ
n/ noun a part of a garden cov-
ered with short grass
lawsuitlawsuit /lɔ
su
t/ noun a case brought to
a court � to bring a lawsuit against some-
one to tell someone to appear in court be-
cause you think they have acted wrongly
towards you � The parents of the victims
brought a lawsuit against the tour compa-
ny.
lawyer

� lawyer /lɔ
jə/ noun a person who has
studied law and can advise you on legal
matters � If you are arrested you have the
right to speak to your lawyer.
laxlax /l�ks/ adj not strict
laxativelaxative /l�ksətv/ noun medicine
which causes a bowel movement � The
doctor prescribed a laxative to help his
constipation.
lay

� lay /le/ (lays, laying, laid) verb 1. to put
something down flat [~on/against/over etc]
� He laid the papers on the table. � A new
carpet has been laid in the dining room. 2.
� to lay the table to arrange knives, fork,
spoons, plates and glasses on a table for a
meal � The table is laid for four people. 3.
(of birds, turtles, etc.) to produce an egg �
The hens laid three eggs.

lay off phrasal verb 1. to dismiss employ-
ees for a time, until more work is availa-
ble � The factory has had to lay off half
its workforce because of a temporary
lack of orders. 2. to stop doing or using
something � You should lay off bread
and potatoes if you want to reduce
weight.
lay on phrasal verb to provide something
lay out phrasal verb 1. to arrange some-
thing in an organised way � The plans
were laid out on the table. � They laid out
the children’s presents under the Christ-
mas tree. 2. to design a plan for a garden,
a book, etc. � The grounds of the hotel
are laid out with trees and flowerbeds. 3.
to spend � She laid out thousands of
pounds on her wedding dress.

laybylayby /leba/ noun a place at the side of
a road where vehicles can park
layer

� layer /leə/ noun an amount of a sub-
stance that lies on a flat surface � She put a
layer of chocolate on the cake, then one of
cream.
laymanlayman /lemən/ (plural laymen) noun a
person who does not belong to a particular

profession, who is not an expert in some-
thing
layoutlayout /leaυt/ noun a design, e.g. of a
garden or a book
lazelaze /lez/ (lazes, lazing, lazed) verb to re-
lax, to do nothing or very little
lazinesslaziness /lezinəs/ noun the state of be-
ing lazy
lazy

� lazy /lezi/ (lazier, laziest) adj not
wanting to do any work � She’s just lazy –
that’s why the work never gets done on
time. � He is so lazy he does not even both-
er to open his mail. (NOTE: + lazily adv)
lb

� lb /paυndz/ abbr pound � take 6lb of
sugar � It weighs 26 lbs.
lead

� lead1 /led/ noun 1. a very heavy soft
metal � Tie a piece of lead to your fishing
line to make it sink. 2. the black part in the
middle of a pencil

lead on� phrasal verb 1. to go first �
Lead on, we will all follow! 2. � to lead
someone on to mislead someone by
promising something � He’s just leading
you on. � They promised him a new car,
but they were just leading him on.
lead up to� phrasal verb to happen in a
way that makes something else important
happen � the events that led up to the
First World War

leadlead2 /li
d/ noun 1. an electric wire which
joins a machine to the electricity supply �

The lead is too short to go across the room.
2. first place during a race � He went into
the lead or he took the lead. � Who’s in the
lead at the halfway mark? � She has a lead
of 20m over her nearest rival. 3. a long
piece of leather or other material used to
hold a dog � All dogs must be kept on a
lead in the park. � verb (leads, leading,
leaded) 1. to be in first place during a race
or match � Our side was leading at half
time. � They were leading by three metres.
2. to go in front to show someone the way
� She led us into the hall. 3. (of a path or
road) to go in a particular direction � The
road leads you to the top of the hill. 4. to be
the main person in a group � She is leading
a group of businesswomen on a tour of
Chinese factories.
leader

� leader /li
də/ noun a person who is in
charge of an organisation or group of peo-
ple  � He is the leader of our tour group.
leadership

� leadership /li
dəʃp/ noun 1. the
ability to manage or direct others � We
think he has certain leadership qualities. 2.
the position of a leader � Under his leader-
ship the party went from strength to
strength. 3. a group of leaders of an organ-
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isation � The leadership was weaker after
the president’s resignation.
leading

� leading /li
dŋ/ adj most important �
He took the leading role in the play.
leading-edgeleading-edge /li
dŋ ed�/ noun the
most modern developments in technology,
science or some other field
leading questionleading question /�li
dŋ kweʃtʃən/
noun a question which is worded in order
to get a particular answer
leaf

� leaf /li
f/ (plural leaves) noun one of the
flat green parts of a plant � The leaves of
the trees turn brown or red in autumn. �
Caterpillars have eaten the leaves of the
roses.
leaflet

� leaflet /li
flət/ noun a sheet of paper,
often folded, giving information
leafyleafy /li
fi/ adj 1. with lots of leaves �

These lettuces are really leafy. 2. with lots
of trees � We strolled along the leafy ave-
nue.
league

� league /li
(/ noun a group of sports
clubs which play matches against each oth-
er � He plays for one of the clubs in the lo-
cal football league.
leak

� leak /li
k/ noun 1. a hole in an object
where liquid or gas can escape [~in] � I can
smell gas – there must be a gas leak in the
kitchen. 2. an occasion on which secret in-
formation is given to the public � She was
embarrassed by the leak of the news. � The
leak of the report led to the minister’s res-
ignation. (NOTE: Do not confuse with leek.)
� verb (leaks, leaking, leaked) 1. (of liquid
or gas, etc.) to flow away, to escape from
its container [~from/out of/into/through etc]
� Water must have been leaking through
the ceiling for days. 2. to pass on secret in-
formation to the public [~to] � Govern-
ments don’t like their plans to be leaked to
the press. � We found that the sales direc-
tor was leaking information to a rival com-
pany.
leakageleakage /li
kd�/ noun an escape of liq-
uid or gas � There’s a smell of gas – there
must a leakage somewhere.
leakyleaky /li
ki/ adj which leaks
lean

� lean /li
n/ adj 1. (of a person) thin �
He’s a lean athletic man. 2. (of meat) with
little fat � a slice of lean bacon � verb
(leans, leaning, leant or leaned) 1. to
move your body from the waist [~over/for-
ward/on] � He leaned over and picked up
the cushion. � It’s dangerous to lean out of
car windows. � She felt dizzy and leant on
a chair for support. 2. to be in or to put into
a sloping position [~against] � The ladder

was leaning against the shed. � She leant
her bike against the wall.

lean on� phrasal verb 1. to try to force
someone to do what you want � They
leant on him to get him to agree. 2. to de-
pend on someone � If things get difficult
she always has her father to lean on.

leaningleaning /li
nŋ/ noun a tendency towards
� She has socialist leanings. � He has a
leaning towards a career in the church.
leantleant /lent/ past tense and past participle
of lean
leapleap /li
p/ (leaps, leaping, leapt or
leaped) verb to jump � He leapt over the
ditch. � She leapt with joy when she heard
the news. � He leapt into the train as it was
leaving.

leap at� phrasal verb to accept eagerly
something which is suggested

leap-frogleap-frog /li
p frɒ(/ verb to advance
more quickly than someone else
leaptleapt /lept/ past tense and past participle
of leap
leap year

� leap year /li
p jə/ noun every fourth
year, in which February has 29 days
learn

� learn /l#
n/ (learns, learning, learned
or learnt) verb 1. to get knowledge of
something, or about how to do something �
We learn French and German at school. �
to learn to do something to become able
to do something new � He’s learnt to speak
more slowly and clearly when giving talks.
� to learn how to do something to get the
skill of doing something new � Everyone
needs to learn how to cook simple things. �
to learn something by heart to learn and
remember something � She learnt the
poem by heart. � to learn from your mis-
takes to make mistakes and because of
them learn how something should be done
� He doesn’t want to ask advice, so I only
hope he learns from his mistakes. 2. to hear
news or find out about something
[~about/of/~(that)] � How did you come to
learn about the product? � Her boss
learned that she was planning to leave the
company.
learnedlearned /l#
nd/ adj who has a lot of
knowledge � Learned professors have
written to the paper contradicting the gov-
ernment’s calculations.
learner

� learner /l#
nə/ noun a person who is
learning how to do something � The
evening swimming classes are specially for
adult learners. � The new dictionary is
good for advanced learners of English.
learning

� learning /l#
nŋ/ noun the process of
gaining knowledge, especially by formal
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study � different methods of language
learning
learning curvelearning curve /l#
nŋ k#
v/ noun a
gradual process of learning � a steep
learning curve the need to learn new skills
fast � Being promoted into a new depart-
ment involved a steep learning curve.
learntlearnt past tense and past participle of
learn
lease

� lease /li
s/ noun a written contract, al-
lowing someone to use a building or piece
of land for a particular period � We’re rent-
ing our offices on a twenty-year lease. �
verb (leases, leasing, leased) to give or
hold something on a lease � He leases the
shop from an Australian company. � My
landlord leases out six other flats.
leashleash /li
ʃ/ noun a strap for holding a dog
least

� least /li
st/ adj 1. used for describing
the smallest amount � This car uses by far
the least petrol. 2. having less of a particu-
lar quality than anything else of its type �
These people are the least well-off, yet they
have to pay the most. � pron � the least the
smallest or the most unimportant amount �
She was the one who spent the least during
their trip round Holland. � adv less than
everyone or everything else � I liked that
part of the book least. � He was the least
conceited man she had ever met. � at least
1. mentioning one good thing in a bad situ-
ation 2. to correct a statement 3. as the
smallest thing 4. not less than � least of all
absolutely less than everyone or everything
else � No one was interested in what I said,
least of all my son. � There’s nothing much
to do here, least of all in the evenings. �

not in the least not at all � It doesn’t both-
er me in the least to work on Sundays. � to
say the least which was more than I ex-
pected � I thought he was in the office so
when I saw him in the supermarket I was
surprised to say the least.
leather

� leather /leðə/ noun the skin of certain
animals used to make things such as shoes
and bags � a leather bag � My shoes have
leather soles.
leave

� leave /li
v/ (leaves, leaving, left) verb
1. to go away from a place [~for] � When
they couldn’t find what they wanted, they
left the shop. � When does the next bus
leave for Oxford? 2. to forget to take some-
thing with you � I left my toothbrush at
home. 3. to allow something to stay in a
particular condition � Did you leave the
light on when you locked up? � Yesterday
she left the iron on, and burnt a hole in the
ironing board. � Someone left the door

open and the dog got out. � leave me alone
don’t disturb me 4. not to take something �
Leave some pizza for your brother. 5. to
choose to stop being in a relationship with
someone � She’s left her husband. 6. not to
do something � She went out leaving all
the washing up. � to leave somebody to do
something not to do something, so that
someone else has to do it � He left to ar-
range the holiday.

leave behind� phrasal verb not to take
someone or something with you
leave off phrasal verb 1. to stop doing
something 2. to forget to include � She
left the postcode off the address. � The
waitress left the drinks off the bill.
leave out� phrasal verb 1. to forget
something or someone 2. not to put
something in

leaves

� leaves /li
vz/ 1. � leaf 2. � leave
lecherouslecherous /letʃərəs/ adj only interested
in sexual intercourse
lecture

� lecture /lektʃə/ noun a talk on a par-
ticular subject given to people such as stu-
dents [~on] � She gave a lecture on Chinese
art. � verb (lectures, lecturing, lectured)
1. to give a lecture on something [~on] � He
will lecture on Roman history next Thurs-
day. 2. to teach a subject, by giving lectures
[~on] � She lectures on history at Birming-
ham University.
lecturerlecturer /lektʃərə/ noun 1. a person who
gives a talk on a particular subject � This
week’s lecturer is talking about modern
art. 2. a teacher in a university or college �

He has been a lecturer in biology for five
years.
led

� led /led/ past tense and past participle
of lead
ledgeledge /led�/ noun a narrow flat part which
sticks out from a cliff or a building
ledgerledger /led�ə/ noun a large book in
which accounts are written
leechleech /li
tʃ/ noun a type of parasitic worm
which lives in water and sucks the blood of
animals by attaching itself to the skin
leekleek /li
k/ noun a vegetable of the onion
family, with a white stem and long green
leaves (NOTE: Do not confuse with leak.)
leerleer /lə/ (leers, leering, leered) verb to
look with a leer at someone � The men
were sitting in the pavement café, leering
at girls passing in the street. (NOTE: + leer
n)
leewayleeway /li
we/ noun the time or space
available
left

� left /left/ adj 1. relating to the side of the
body which has the hand that most people
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do not use for writing � I can’t write with
my left hand. � The post office is on the left
side of the street as you go towards the
church. 2. (in politics) relating to people
with left-wing opinions � His politics are
left of centre. Compare right � noun the
side towards the left � Remember to drive
on the left when you are in Britain. � The
school is on the left as you go towards the
town centre. � She was sitting on the chair-
man’s left. � adv towards the left � Go
straight ahead and turn left at the traffic
lights.
left-clickleft-click /left klk/ verb (in computing)
to click with the left mouse button
left-handleft-hand /�left h�nd/ adj on the left
side � The book is in the left-hand drawer
of his desk. � In England cars drive on the
left-hand side of the road.
left-handedleft-handed /�left h�ndd/ adj using
the left hand more often than the right for
doing things � She’s left-handed, so we got
her a left-handed cup for her birthday.
left-luggage officeleft-luggage office /left l�(d� �ɒfs/
noun a place where suitcases can be left
and collected later for a fee (NOTE: The US
term is baggage room.)
leftoverleftover /leftəυvə/ adj which is not used
� I’ve finished painting the kitchen – what
shall I do with the leftover paint?
leftoversleftovers /leftəυvəz/ plural noun food
which is left after a meal � The children
will eat the leftovers tomorrow morning.
left-wing

� left-wing /�left wŋ/ adj in politics,
relating to people who believe that money
and property should be shared more equal-
ly
leftylefty /lefti/ noun a person with left-wing
beliefs
leg

� leg /le(/ noun 1. one of the parts of the
body with which a person or animal walks
� The bird was standing on one leg, asleep.
� Some animals can’t stand on their back
legs. � She fell down the steps and broke
her leg. 2. one of the parts of a chair or ta-
ble which touch the floor � The table has
four legs. 3. a leg of an animal used for
food � roast leg of lamb � Would you like a
chicken leg? � to pull someone’s leg to try
to make someone believe something that is
not true for a joke � Don’t worry, she will
get here on time – I was only pulling your
leg.
legacylegacy /le(əsi/ (plural legacies) noun 1.
what is left to a person after someone’s
death � He received a large legacy from his
uncle. � The legacy can be paid only to the
rightful claimant. 2. what is left behind by

someone � The company’s overdraft is a
legacy of the previous finance director.
legal

� legal /li
((ə)l/ adj 1. allowed by the
law � It’s legal to drive at 17 years old in
the UK 2. relating to the law
legal aidlegal aid /�li
((ə)l ed/ noun free legal
work done for people without enough
money to pay lawyers’ fees
legalisationlegalisation, legalization noun the ac-
tion of making something legal
legaliselegalise (legalises, legalising, legal-
ised), legalize (legalizes, legalizing, le-
galized) verb to make something legal
legalitylegality /l |(�lti/ noun being allowed by
law
legallylegally /li
(əli/ adv according to the law
legendlegend /led�ənd/ noun 1. a story, or
group of stories, from the past which may
not be based on fact � The legend of Jason
and the Golden Fleece. 2. a famous person
whose name often appears in the news �
Marilyn Monroe, the Hollywood legend
legendarylegendary /led�ənd(ə)ri/ adj 1. famous,
often talked about � His meanness is legen-
dary. � Her legendary dislike of men with
beards. 2. referring to legends � A legen-
dary tale of witches and good fairies.
legiblelegible /led�b(ə)l/ adj able to be read
easily
legionlegion /li
d�ən/ noun a group, especially
of soldiers
legislatelegislate /led�slet/ (legislates, legis-
lating, legislated) verb to make a law or
laws
legislation

� legislation /�led� |sleʃ(ə)n/ noun
laws, written rules which are passed by
Parliament and applied in the courts
legislativelegislative /led�slətv/ adj referring to
laws or to law-making
legislaturelegislature /led�slətʃə/ noun a body
which makes laws � Members of the legis-
lature voted against the proposal.
legitimatelegitimate /l |d�tmət/ adj fair and rea-
sonable, or allowed by the law � They have
legitimate concerns about the project. � He
acted in legitimate defence of his rights.
leisure centreleisure centre /le�ə �sentə/ noun a
building where people can play sports, put
on plays, dance, act, etc.
leisurelyleisurely /le�əli/ adj without any hurry
lemonlemon /lemən/ noun a pale yellow fruit
with a sour taste � Oranges are much
sweeter than lemons.
lemonade

� lemonade /�lemə |ned/ noun a usual-
ly fizzy lemon-flavoured drink
lend

� lend /lend/ (lends, lending, lent) verb
to let someone use something for a certain
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period of time � He asked me if I would
lend him £5 till Monday. � I lent her my
dictionary and now she won’t give it back.
Compare borrow
lenderlender /lendə/ noun a person who lends
money
length

� length /leŋθ/ noun 1. a measurement of
how long something is from end to end �
The table is at least twelve feet in length. 2.
a long piece of something � She bought a
length of curtain material in the sale. � We
need two lengths of piping for the new cen-
tral heating system.
lengthenlengthen /leŋθən/ (lengthens, length-
ening, lengthened) verb 1. to make longer
� You can lengthen the skirt by turning
down the hem. 2. to become longer � The
shadows began to lengthen across the lawn
as the sun sank slowly down in the west.
lengthy

� lengthy /leŋθi/ (lengthier, lengthiest)
adj very long
lenientlenient /li
niənt/ adj not strict or severe
lenslens /lenz/ noun a curved piece of glass or
plastic, used for looking through to make
things clearer or bigger � My eyesight is
not very good, and I have to have glasses
with strong lenses. � contact lens
lent

� lent /lent/ past tense and past participle
of lend
lentillentil /lentl/ noun a small round dried
seed, used especially in soups and stews
LeoLeo /li
əυ/ noun one of the signs of the
Zodiac, shaped like a lion, covering the pe-
riod 23rd July to 22nd August
leopardleopard /lepəd/ noun a large wild spot-
ted cat, living in Africa
leotardleotard /li
ətɑ
d/ noun a skin-tight one-
piece costume covering the top of the body,
worn by ballet dancers
leperleper /lepə/ noun a person who has lepro-
sy
leprosyleprosy /leprəsi/ (plural leprosies) noun
a serious infectious disease which slowly
destroys flesh and nerves
lesbianlesbian /lezbiən/ adj who is sexually at-
tracted to other women � They went to the
Lesbian and Gay Pride march in London.
� noun a woman who is lesbian
lesionlesion /li
�(ə)n/ noun a wound or sore, or
other damage to the body
less

� less /les/ adj, pron a smaller amount
(of) � You will get thinner if you eat less
bread. � The total bill came to less than
£10. � She finished her homework in less
than an hour. � He sold it for less than he
had paid for it. � adv not as much � I like
that one less than this one. � The second

film was less interesting than the first. � I
want a car which is less difficult to drive. �
prep with a certain amount taken away �

We pay £10 an hour, less 50p for insurance.
� more or less almost � I’ve more or less
finished painting the kitchen. � less and
less diminishing all the time � I enjoy my
work less and less. � He’s less and less
able to look after his garden.
lessenlessen /les(ə)n/ (lessens, lessening,
lessened) verb to become less, or to make
something become less � Wearing a seat
belt lessens the risk of injury. (NOTE: Do not
confuse with lesson.)
lesserlesser /lesə/ adj smaller, not as large or
important � the lesser of two evils one of
two things which is not quite as bad as the
other � Faced with the choice of taking a
taxi or waiting in the rain for a bus, we
chose the lesser of two evils and decided to
take the taxi.
lesson

� lesson /les(ə)n/ noun 1. a period of
time, especially in school, when you are
taught something [~in] � He went to sleep
during the French lesson. � We have six
lessons of history a week. � She’s taking or
having driving lessons. � He gives Spanish
lessons at home in the evenings. 2. some-
thing which you learn from experience and
which makes you wiser � to learn a les-
son, to learn your lesson to learn some-
thing from experience � to teach some-
one a lesson to punish someone for doing
something wrong � I refused to pay her bill
this time – that will teach her a lesson.
let

� let /let/ (lets, letting, let) verb 1. to al-
low someone to do something [~on//] � He
let her borrow his car. � Will you let me see
the papers? 2. to allow someone to use a
house or office in return for payment [~to]
� We’re letting our cottage to some friends
for the weekend.

let down� phrasal verb 1. to lower
something or someone � They let him
down into the mine on a rope. 2. to make
the air go out of something such as a tyre
or balloon � Someone had let down my
front tyre. 3. not to help when someone
expects you to help � I asked three peo-
ple to speak at the meeting but they all let
me down.
let go� phrasal verb to stop holding on
to something
let in� phrasal verb to allow to come in
let off� phrasal verb 1. to make some-
thing such as a gun or bomb fire explode
� They let off fireworks in the town cen-
tre. 2. to not punish someone severely �
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He was charged with stealing, but the
judge let him off with a fine. 3. to agree
that someone need not do something �
She let the class off their homework.
let on phrasal verb to tell a secret
let out� phrasal verb 1. to allow to go
out � The boys let the pigs out of the field.
� We let the dogs out into the garden in
the evening. � She let the air out of my
front tyre. 2. to make a piece of clothing
bigger � Can you let out these trousers,
they’re getting too tight? (NOTE: In this
meaning the opposite is to take in.)
let up phrasal verb to do less, to become
less � The snow didn’t let up all day. �

She’s working too hard – she ought to let
up a bit.

letdownletdown /letdaυn/ noun a disappoint-
ment
lethal

� lethal /li
θ(ə)l/ adj dangerous and able
to kill � She took a lethal overdose.
lethargiclethargic /l |θɑ
d�k/ adj showing lethar-
gy
lethargylethargy /leθəd�i/ noun a tired feeling,
when your movements are extremely slow
and you are almost unable to do anything
letter

� letter /letə/ noun 1. a piece of writing
sent from one person to another to pass on
information  � There were two letters for
you in the post. � Don’t forget to write a
letter to your mother to tell her what we are
doing. � We’ve had a letter from the bank
manager. 2. one of the signs which make
up the alphabet, a sign used in writing
which corresponds to a particular sound �

Z is the last letter of the alphabet. � I’m try-
ing to think of a word with ten letters begin-
ning with A and ending with R. � to the let-
ter exactly as shown or stated � They fol-
lowed his instructions to the letter.
letterboxletterbox /letəbɒks/ noun 1. a box in the
road where you post letters � There’s a let-
terbox at the corner of the street. 2. a hole
in a front door through which letters are de-
livered � The Sunday paper is too big to go
through the letterbox.
lettucelettuce /lets/ noun a plant with large
green leaves which are used in salads
(NOTE: no plural except when referring to
several plants: a row of lettuces)
leukaemialeukaemia /lu
 |ki
miə/ noun any of sev-
eral serious illnesses where an unusual
number of white blood cells form in the
blood (NOTE: The US spelling is leukemia.)
level

� level /lev(ə)l/ noun 1. a position relat-
ing to height or amount [/~with] � I want to
lower the level of our borrowings. � The
water reached a level of 5m above normal

during the flood. � The ground floor is lev-
el with the street. 2. a floor in a building �
Go up to the next level. � The toilets are at
street level. � adj 1. flat and even � Are
these shelves level, or do they slope to the
left? 2. equal, the same � At half-time the
scores were level.
level crossing

� level crossing /�lev(ə)l krɒsŋ/
noun a place where a road crosses a railway
line without a bridge or tunnel (NOTE: The
US term is grade crossing.)
level-headed

level-headed /�lev(ə)l |hedd/ adj sensi-
ble
level playing-field

level playing-field /�lev(ə)l pleŋ/
noun a situation in which all the conditions
are the same for everyone who is involved,
so that nobody has an unfair advantage
lever

� lever /li
və/ noun an object like a bar,
which helps you to lift a heavy object, or to
move part of a machine � Lift the lever,
then push it down again to make the ma-
chine work. � We used a pole as a lever to
lift up the block of stone. � verb (levers,
levering, levered) to move with a lever �

They levered the door open with an iron
bar.
leverage

leverage /li
vərd�/ noun 1. the power
to move something heavy by using a lever
� They used a longer bar to get better lev-
erage. � You’ll need a longer pole to in-
crease the leverage. 2. an influence which
you can use to get what you want � His
business contacts were useful leverage in
discussing terms for the contract. � She
has a majority of the shares in the company
and therefore can exert a lot of leverage
over the directors.
levitate

levitate /levtet/ (levitates, levitating,
levitated) verb to rise into the air, as if by
magic
levylevy /levi/ noun (plural levies) an official
tax or other payment � I think the import
levies on luxury goods are too high. � We
paid the levy on time. � verb (levies, levy-
ing, levied) to order a person to pay a tax
or other payment, or to collect it � The cus-
toms levied a large fine.
lewdlewd /lu
d/ adj rude because of referring
to sex in an unpleasant way
liability

� liability /�laə |blti/ (plural liabilities)
noun 1. a legal responsibility  � Make sure
you understand your legal liabilities before
you sign the contract. 2. a tendency to do
something � a liability to burst into tears
when criticised 3. something or someone
who causes problems or makes you feel
embarrassed [~for/~to]
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liableliable /laəb(ə)l/ adj 1. legally responsi-
ble for something [~for] � Parents can be
made liable for their children’s debts. �
You will be liable for payment of the fine. 2.
likely to have or do something [~to] � The
figures are liable to error. � The trains are
liable to be late at present.
liaiseliaise /li |ez/ (liaises, liaising, liaised)
verb to inform someone of what is being
done or planned so that everyone who is in-
volved can work together well [~with] �
Can you liaise with each individual man-
ager regarding the move to new offices?
liaison

� liaison /li|ez(ə)n/ noun 1. the process
of keeping someone informed of what is
happening [~between/~with] � There has
been a total lack of liaison between the po-
lice and the customs department on this
case. 2. a sexual relationship [~be-
tween/~with] � His liaison with the singer
was soon well-known.
liarliar /laə/ noun a person who tells lies
Lib DemLib Dem /�lb dem/ abbr Liberal Demo-
crat � Delegates at the Lib Dem party con-
ference.
libel

� libel /lab(ə)l/ noun a written state-
ment about someone which is not true and
may damage their reputation � I will sue
you for libel. � verb (libels, libelling, li-
belled) to damage someone’s reputation in
writing � He accused the newspaper of li-
belling him. Compare slander (NOTE: US
spelling is libeling – libeled)
liberal

� liberal /lb(ə)rəl/ adj not strict, willing
to accept other people’s views � The liber-
al view would be to let the teenagers run
the club themselves.
LiberalLiberal /lb(ə)rəl/ noun (in politics) refer-
ring to or supporting the Liberal Party
liberaliseliberalise /lb(ə)rəlaz/ (liberalises, lib-
eralising, liberalised), liberalize verb to
make things such as laws more liberal
liberateliberate /lbəret/ (liberates, liberating,
liberated) verb to set someone or some-
thing free from something (NOTE: + libera-
tion n)
liberatedliberated /lbəretd/ adj 1. not influ-
enced by a society’s traditional ideas about
how people should behave e.g. the way
women should behave 2. set free from ene-
my control
liberatingliberating /lbəretŋ/ adj which liber-
ates you
libertyliberty /lbəti/ noun freedom � When he
was in prison he wrote poems about his
lost liberty. � Anti-terrorist legislation can
be seen as an infringement of the liberty of
the individual. � at liberty free; not in pris-

on � Two of the escaped prisoners are still
at liberty. � to be at liberty to do some-
thing to be free to do something � You are
at liberty to go now.
libidolibido /l |bi
dəυ/ noun the feeling of
wanting to have sex
LibraLibra /li
brə/ noun one of the signs of the
zodiac, shaped like a pair of scales, cover-
ing the period 22nd September to 23rd Oc-
tober
librarianlibrarian /la|breəriən/ noun a person
who works in a library
library

� library /labrəri/ noun 1. a place
where books are kept, especially ones
which you can borrow � He forgot to take
his books back to the library. � You can’t
keep it, it’s a library book. 2. a collection of
things such as books or records � He has a
big record library.
licelice /las/ plural of louse
licence

� licence /las(ə)ns/ noun a document
which gives official permission to own
something or to do something � She has
applied for an export licence for these
paintings.
license

� license /las(ə)ns/ (licenses, licens-
ing, licensed) verb to give someone offi-
cial permission to do something � The res-
taurant is licensed to serve beer, wines and
spirits. � She is licensed to run an employ-
ment agency.
licensedlicensed /las(ə)nst/ adj given official
permission to do something
licenseelicensee /�las(ə)n|si
/ noun a person
who has a licence for a particular activity,
especially a person who is in charge of a
public house
license platelicense plate /las(ə)ns plet/ noun US
a number plate on a vehicle
lichenlichen /lakən, ltʃən/ noun a very
small plant which grows on the surface of
stones or trunks of trees
lick

� lick /lk/ (licks, licking, licked) verb to
make a gentle movement with your tongue
across the surface of something � You
shouldn’t lick the plate when you’ve fin-
ished your pudding.
lid

� lid /ld/ noun a covering for a container,
sometimes with a handle � Where’s the lid
for the black saucepan? � He managed to
get the lid off the jam jar.
lie

� lie /la/ verb (lies, lying, lied) 1. to say
something which is not true [~about/~to] �

She was lying when she said she had been
at home all evening. � He lied about the ac-
cident to the headmaster. 2. to be in a flat
position � Six soldiers lay dead on the
ground. � The dog spends the evening lying
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in front of the fire. 3. to be in a particular
place � There were bits of paper and ciga-
rette packets lying all over the pavement. �
The city of Quito lies near the equator. �
noun something that is not true � That’s a
lie! – I didn’t say that! � to tell lies to say
things that are not true � to lie in wait for
someone to hide and wait for someone to
come so as to attack him

lie down� phrasal verb to put yourself in
a flat position, e.g. on a bed
lie in� phrasal verb to stay in bed late in
the morning (informal) � I think I’ll lie in
this morning.

lie detectorlie detector /la d|�tektə/ noun a ma-
chine which is used to check if someone is
telling the truth, e.g. when the police are
questioning them
lie-in

� lie-in /lan/ noun � to have a lie-in to
stay in bed longer than usual (informal) � I
can’t wait until Saturday comes, then I can
have a lie-in.
lieulieu /lju
/ noun � in lieu of in place (of) �
When she was sacked she was given four
weeks’ pay in lieu of notice. � He accepted
a car in lieu of payment.
lieutenant

� lieutenant /lef |tenənt/ noun 1. a rank
in the armed forces below a captain � The
lieutenant has to report to his captain. 2.
someone whose job is to help an important
person � The mayor came into the room
with two of his lieutenants.
life

� life /laf/ (plural lives) noun 1. the peri-
od during which you are alive � He spent
his whole life working on the farm. � for
life for as long as someone is alive � They
put him behind bars for life. � His pension
gives him a comfortable income for life. 2.
the fact of being a living person [~of] � Life
is a precious thing; don’t waste it. 3. a par-
ticular experience of life � I think I’d enjoy
the life of a celebrity. � She had a hard life
as a child. 4. living things [~of] � animal
and plant life � Scientists are still looking
for life on Mars. � there’s no sign of life in
the house it looks as though there is no one
in 5. enthusiasm or energy � The young ac-
tors injected some life into the old play. �

The film comes to life when she appears on
the screen. � She’s always full of life. � to
lose your life to die � Several lives were
lost when the ship sank. � to take your life
or your own life to kill yourself � In a fit of
despair she took her life.
lifebeltlifebelt /lafbelt/ noun a large ring which
helps to prevent you from sinking in water
lifeboatlifeboat /lafbəυt/ noun a special boat
used to save people from danger at sea

lifebuoylifebuoy /laf |�bɔ/ noun a float used in
an emergency to keep somebody’s head
and shoulders above water until help ar-
rives
life cyclelife cycle /laf �sak(ə)l/ noun all the
changes which a living creature goes
through during its life
life expectancylife expectancy /laf k |�spektənsi/
noun 1. the number of years that a person
or animal is likely to live � Average life ex-
pectancy has increased to over 80 for
women. 2. the length of time that some-
thing is expected to continue � The life ex-
pectancy of this government is short – it
only has a majority of one in Parliament.
lifeguardlifeguard /laf(ɑ
d/ noun a person who
is on duty on a beach or at a swimming
pool, and who saves people who get into
difficulty in the water
life insurancelife insurance /laf n|�ʃυərəns/ noun a
type of insurance paying an amount of
money to your family if you die
life jacketlife jacket /laf �d��kt/ noun some-
thing which you wear when you are on a
boat and which will prevent you from sink-
ing if you fall into the water
lifelesslifeless /lafləs/ adj 1. not alive, or ap-
pearing not to be alive � Her lifeless body
was lying across the bed. 2. not lively or in-
teresting � The dancers’ performance was
dull and lifeless.
lifelikelifelike /laflak/ adj just like a living per-
son
lifelinelifeline /laflan/ noun 1. a rope thrown
to a person who is sinking in water � They
threw him a lifeline from the boat. 2. the
help given to someone in difficulties � The
scholarship offers a lifeline to young writ-
ers. � The government grant is a lifeline
which helps them put on exhibitions of
young painters’ work at their gallery.
lifelonglifelong /laflɒŋ/ adj lasting your whole
life
life savinglife saving /laf �sevŋ/ adj able to pre-
vent someone from dying
life sentencelife sentence /�laf sentəns/ noun the
punishment of being sent to prison for
many years for committing murder
life-sizelife-size /laf saz/ adj the same size as
the real thing
life-span

� life-span /laf sp�n/ noun the length
of time something exists
life storylife story /laf stɔ
ri/ noun a detailed ac-
count of all the events of someone’s life
lifestyle

� lifestyle /lafstal/ noun the way in
which someone or a group of people live
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life-threateninglife-threatening /�laf �θret(ə)nŋ d |

zi
z/ adj which may kill
lifetimelifetime /laftam/ noun the time when
you are alive
lift

� lift /lft/ noun 1. a machine which takes
people up or down from one floor to anoth-
er in a building � Take the lift to the tenth
floor. � Push the button to call the lift. �
Your room is on the fifteenth floor, so you
may wish to use the lift. 2. a ride in a car
that you give to someone � She gave me a
lift to the station. � verb (lifts, lifting, lifted)
to take something, often off the ground,
and put it in a higher position � My brief-
case is so heavy I can hardly lift it. � He
lifted the little girl up so that she could see
the procession.
lift-offlift-off /lft ɒf/ noun the act of sending a
spacecraft up into the air
ligamentligament /l(əmənt/ noun a thick band
of fibrous tissue which connects the bones
at a joint
light

� light /lat/ noun 1. brightness, the op-
posite of darkness � I can’t read the map by
the light of the moon. � There’s not enough
light to take a photo. 2. a piece of electrical
equipment which gives light � Turn the
light on – I can’t see to read. � It’s danger-
ous to ride a bicycle with no lights. � In the
fog, I could just see the red lights of the car
in front of me. � verb (lights, lighting, lit or
lighted) to start to burn, or make something
start to burn � He is trying to get the fire to
light. � Can you light the candles on the
birthday cake? � adj 1. not heavy � I can
lift this box easily – it’s quite light. � You
need light clothing for tropical countries. �
She’s just been ill, and can only do light
work. 2. pale � He was wearing a light
green shirt. � I prefer a light carpet to a
dark one. 3. having a lot of light so that you
can see well � The big windows make the
kitchen very light. � It was six o’clock in
the morning and just getting light. � to
cast or throw light on something to make
something easier to understand � The pa-
pers throw light on how the minister
reached his decision. � to come to light to
be discovered � Documents have come to
light which could help the police in their
investigations. � in the light of something
when something is considered � In the
light of the reports in the press, can the
minister explain his decision?

light up� phrasal verb 1. to make some-
thing bright � The flames from the burn-
ing petrol store lit up the night sky. � The
firework display lit up the gardens and

the lake. 2. to become bright and happy �
Her face lit up when she saw the presents
under the Christmas tree. 3. to start to
smoke � Please do not light up until cof-
fee has been served.

light aircraftlight aircraft /lat eə |�krɑ
ft/ noun a
small plane
light bulb

� light bulb /lat b�lb/ noun a glass ball
which gives electric light
lightenlighten /lat(ə)n/ (lightens, lightening,
lightened) verb 1. to make or become less
dark � You can lighten the room by paint-
ing it white. � The sky lightened as dawn
broke. 2. to become less heavy, or to make
something become less heavy � I’ll have to
lighten my suitcase – it’s much too heavy.
light entertainmentlight entertainment /lat �entə|

tenmənt/ noun entertainment that is not
serious, usually involving things such as
telling jokes, singing, dancing or popular
music
lighterlighter /latə/ noun a small object used
for lighting things such as cigarettes � Can
I borrow your lighter? – mine has run out
of gas.
light-headedlight-headed /�lat hedd/ adj with the
feeling that you are going to fall down
light-heartedlight-hearted /�lat hɑ
td/ adj happy,
not very serious
light industrylight industry /�lat ndəstri/ noun an
industry which makes small products, such
as clothes, books or things you use in the
home
lighting

� lighting /latŋ/ noun the light in a
place
lightlylightly /latli/ adv 1. gently, without force
� She touched my arm lightly. � I always
sleep lightly and wake up several times
each night. 2. not severely 3. without much
rich food � She always eats lightly at
lunchtime. 4. not very much � some lightly
cooked vegetables
lightning

� lightning /latnŋ/ noun a flash of
electricity in the sky in a storm � The storm
approached with thunder and lightning.
lightweightlightweight /latwet/ noun a weight of
a boxer between featherweight and welter-
weight � the lightweight champion � a
lightweight title fight
light year

� light year /lat jə/ noun the distance
travelled by light during one year,equal to
about 9.3 billion kilometres � Stars are
light years from earth.
like

� like /lak/ prep 1. similar to, in the same
way as � He’s like his mother in many
ways, but he has his father’s nose. � Like
you, I don’t get on with the new boss. � The
picture doesn’t look like him at all. � He
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can swim like a fish. � It tastes like straw-
berries. � What’s that record? – it sounds
like Elgar. 2. used for asking someone to
describe something � What was the weath-
er like when you were on holiday? �
What’s he like, her new boyfriend? � verb
(likes, liking, liked) 1. to have pleasant
feelings about someone or something � Do
you like the new manager? � She doesn’t
like eating meat. � How does he like his
new job? � No one likes driving in rush
hour traffic. � In the evening, I like to sit
quietly and read the newspaper. 2. to want
� Take as many apples as you like. � would
like used for telling someone what you
want in a polite way � I’d like you to meet
one of our sales executives. � I’d like to go
to Paris next week.
likeablelikeable /lakəb(ə)l/ adj pleasant
likelihoodlikelihood /laklihυd/ noun being likely
to happen
likely

� likely /lakli/ (likelier, likeliest) adj
probably going to happen � It’s likely to
snow this weekend. � He’s not likely to
come to the party. � Is that at all likely?
like-mindedlike-minded /�lak mandd/ adj who
has the same opinions
likenliken /lakən/ (likens, likening, likened)
verb � to liken something or someone to
something or someone else to compare
two things, by showing how one is similar
to the other � Can I liken her to a ray of
sunlight? � He likened being tackled by the
South African forward to being hit by a rhi-
no.
likeness

likeness /laknəs/ noun 1. a picture or
other object which looks like someone �

The sketch is an astonishing likeness of
grandmother. 2. the fact of being like
someone else � There is a strong family
likeness in all the children.
likewise

likewise /lakwaz/ adv in the same way
liking

� liking /lakŋ/ noun a feeling of enjoy-
ing something [~for] � She has a liking for
chocolate. � for someone’s liking not be-
ing what someone likes in a particular way
� This drink is too sweet for my liking. � to
take a liking to someone or something to
start to like someone or something � The
manager has taken a liking to her. � to
someone’s liking being the kind of thing
someone likes � Is this type of music to
your liking?
lilaclilac /lalək/ noun 1. a tree with purple or
white flowers � They have a pretty lilac in
their front garden. 2. a pale purple colour �
adj pale purple

liltlilt /llt/ noun a way of speaking or singing
with a light well-marked rhythm
lilylily /lli/ (plural lilies) noun a type of flow-
er shaped like a trumpet, which grows from
a bulb
limb

� limb /lm/ noun a leg or arm � He was
lucky not to break a limb in the accident.
limbolimbo /lmbəυ/ (plural limbos) noun the
position of being halfway between two
stages � After losing his seat in the election
he now finds himself in political limbo.
limelime /lam/ noun 1. a white substance con-
taining calcium, used in making cement �

The builder ordered some bags of lime. 2. a
small yellowish-green tropical fruit like a
lemon or the tree which bears such fruit �

You need the juice of two limes to make this
recipe.
limericklimerick /lmərk/ noun a type of funny
poem with five lines
limit

� limit /lmt/ noun the furthest point be-
yond which you cannot go [~of/~on/~to] �

We were never allowed to go beyond the
limits of the garden. � What’s the limit on
your credit card? � Is there a limit to how
much we can use at one time? � verb (lim-
its, limiting, limited) not to allow some-
thing to go beyond a certain point [~to] �
Her parents limited the number of evenings
she could go out. � The amount we can
spend on entertainment is limited to £500
each month.
limitation

� limitation /�lm |teʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the
act of limiting someone or something  2. a
thing which stops you going further
[~of/~on] � the limitations of a machine
limited

� limited /lmtd/ adj which has a limit
limitinglimiting /lmtŋ/ adj which limits
limitlesslimitless /lmtləs/ adj without any limit
limousinelimousine /lmə |zi
n/, limo noun a large
expensive car, especially one that is longer
than usual
limplimp /lmp/ verb to walk in a way which is
affected by having an injured leg or foot �
After the accident she limped badly. � noun
a way that someone walks, when one leg
hurts or is shorter than the other � His limp
has improved since his operation. � adj
soft, not strong � All we had as a salad was
two limp lettuce leaves. � He gave me a
limp handshake. � She went limp and we
had to give her a glass of water.
line

� line /lan/ noun 1. a long thin mark �

She drew a straight line across the sheet of
paper. � The tennis ball went over the line.
2. a row of written or printed words � He
printed the first two lines and showed them
to me. � Can you read the bottom line on
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the chart? � to drop someone a line to
send someone a short letter (informal) � I’ll
drop you a line when I get to New York. 3.
a long row of people or things  � We had to
stand in (a) line for half an hour to get into
the exhibition. � The line of lorries
stretched for miles at the frontier. 4. a long
string or wire with a particular use � a fish-
ing line 5. a wire along which telephone
messages are sent � Can you speak louder
– the line is bad. � to be on the line to be
talking to someone on the telephone �
Don’t interrupt – I’m on the line to New
York. � Do you want to speak to Charles
while he’s on the line? 6. metal rails on
which trains run � A tree had blown onto
the line. 7. a part of a railway system � the
west coast line 8. a way of doing things �
to take a hard line not to be weak � The
headmaster takes a hard line with boys
who sell drugs in the playground. � in line
with according to � We acted in line with
the decision taken at the meeting. � to
draw the line at to refuse to do something
� I don’t mind having a cup of coffee with
the boss, but I draw the line at having to in-
vite him for a meal at home. � to be on the
right lines to be doing things the right way

line up� phrasal verb to stand in a line �
Line up over there if you want to take the
next boat.

linearlinear /lniə/ adj 1. referring to lines � a
linear diagram 2. referring to length � A
metre is a linear measurement.
line managerline manager /lan �m�nd�ə/ noun a
manager in a company who is involved in
production or the central part of the busi-
ness and who is in charge of the employees
in that part of the company
linenlinen /lnn/ noun a strong cloth made
from natural fibres � a linen tablecloth �
He bought a white linen suit.
linerliner /lanə/ noun a large passenger ship
� They went on a cruise round the Carib-
bean on an American liner.
line-upline-up /lan �p/ noun a group or list of
people
linger

� linger /lŋ(ə/ (lingers, lingering, lin-
gered) verb to stay longer than necessary
or than expected
lingerielingerie /l�n�əri/ noun women’s under-
wear
lingeringlingering /lŋ(ərŋ/ adj which remains
for some time
linguist

� linguist /lŋ(wst/ noun 1. a person
who knows foreign languages well � Only
the very best linguists can hope to become
interpreters for the EU. 2. a person who

studies linguistics � Linguists have discov-
ered similarities between Sanskrit and an-
cient Greek.
linguistic

� linguistic /lŋ |(wstk/ adj referring
to language or languages
linguistics

� linguistics /lŋ |(wstks/ noun the
science of language
lininglining /lanŋ/ noun material sewn onto
the inside of something such as a piece of
clothing � You’ll need a coat with a warm
lining if you’re going to Canada in winter.
� She has a pair of boots with a fur lining.
link

� link /lŋk/ noun 1. something which
connects two things or places [~be-
tween/~with] � The Channel Tunnel pro-
vides a fast rail link between England and
France. 2. one of the rings in a chain � a
chain with solid gold links � verb (links,
linking, linked) 1. to join places or things
together [~to/with] � Eurostar links London
with Paris and Brussels. 2. to be related in
some way [~to] � His salary is linked to the
cost of living.

link up� phrasal verb to join two or more
things together � We have been able to
link up all our computers to form a net-
work.

link-uplink-up /lŋk �p/ noun a connection be-
tween two things
linoleumlinoleum /l |nəυliəm/ noun a hard
smooth floor covering, made in large rolls
lionlion /laən/ noun a large wild yellowish-
brown animal of the cat family (NOTE: The
female is a lioness and the young are
cubs.)
lionesslioness /laənes/ noun a female lion
lip

� lip /lp/ noun 1. one of the two pink or
red parts forming the outside of the mouth
� Put some cream on your lips to stop them
getting chapped. 2. the edge of a round
deep hole in the ground � They stood on the
lip of the crater and looked down into the
volcano.
lip-readlip-read /lp ri
d/ (lip-reads, lip-read-
ing, lip-read) verb (of a deaf person) to un-
derstand what someone says by watching
the movements of his or her lips
lipstick

� lipstick /lpstk/ noun a substance for
colouring the lips
liquefyliquefy /lkwfa/ (liquefies, liquefying,
liquefied) verb to become liquid
liqueurliqueur /l |kjυə, l|k#
/ noun strong
sweet alcohol, made from fruit or herbs
liquidliquid /lkwd/ noun a substance such as
water, which flows easily and which is nei-
ther a gas nor a solid � You will need to
drink more liquids in hot weather. � adj in
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a form which flows easily � a bottle of liq-
uid soap
liquorliquor /lkə/ noun an alcoholic drink
liquor storeliquor store /lkə stɔ
/ noun US a shop
which sells alcohol (NOTE: The British term
is off-licence.)
lisplisp /lsp/ noun a speech difficulty in
which ‘s’ is pronounced as ‘th’ � She
speaks with a lisp. (NOTE: + lisp v)
list

� list /lst/ noun a number of things such
as names or addresses, written or said one
after another � We’ve drawn up a list of
people to invite to the party. � He was ill,
so we crossed his name off the list. � The
names on the list are in alphabetical order.
� verb (lists, listing, listed) to say or to
write a number of things one after the other
� The contents are listed on the label. � She
listed the ingredients on the back of an en-
velope. � The catalogue lists twenty-three
models of washing machine.
listen

� listen /ls(ə)n/ (listens, listening, lis-
tened) verb to pay attention to someone
who is talking or to something which you
can hear [~to/~for] � Don’t make a noise –
I’m trying to listen to a music programme.
� I was listening for the sound of a car
stopping outside. � to listen out for some-
thing to wait to see if you hear something
� Can you listen out for the telephone
while I’m in the garden?
listenerlistener /ls(ə)nə/ noun a person who lis-
tens
listinglisting /lstŋ/ noun a published list of in-
formation
listlesslistless /lst(ə)ləs/ adj with no energy,
weak and tired
listservlistserv /lst|�s#
v/ noun an Internet serv-
ice allowing users to have online discus-
sions
lit

� lit /lt/ past tense and past participle of
light
-lit-lit /lt/ suffix showing where light comes
from
litelite /lat/ adj low in calories, sugar, fat, or
alcohol
literliter /li
tə/ noun US spelling of litre
literacyliteracy /lt(ə)rəsi/ noun being able to
read and write. Compare illiteracy, numer-
acy
literal

� literal /lt(ə)rəl/ adj keeping to the ex-
act meaning of the original words � A liter-
al translation usually sounds odd.
literary

� literary /lt(ə)rəri/ adj relating to liter-
ature
literateliterate /lt(ə)rət/ adj able to read and
write � Most people in Britain are literate.

� When he left school he was barely liter-
ate. Compare illiterate, numerate
literature

� literature /lt(ə)rətʃə/ noun 1. books
or writing, especially when considered to
be of high quality � She’s studying English
and American literature. 2. written infor-
mation about something [~on] � Do you
have any literature on holidays in Greece?
(NOTE: no plural)
lithelithe /lað/ adj able to bend your body eas-
ily
litigationlitigation /�lt |(eʃ(ə)n/ noun an act of
bringing a legal case against someone in
order to have a disagreement settled
litre

� litre /li
tə/ noun a unit of measurement
for liquids, equal to 1000 millilitres (NOTE:
usually written l or L after figures: 25 l, say
‘twenty-five litres’.)
litterlitter /ltə/ noun 1. rubbish on streets or in
public places � The council tries to keep
the main street clear of litter. (NOTE: no plu-
ral in this sense) 2. a group of young ani-
mals born at one time � She had a litter of
eight puppies.
little

� little /lt(ə)l/ adj (less, least) 1. small
� They have two children – a baby boy and
a little girl. (NOTE: no comparative or super-
lative forms in this sense) 2. not much � We
drink very little milk. � A TV uses very little
electricity. � He looked at it for a little
while. � adv not much; not often � It’s little
more than two miles from the sea. � We go
to the cinema very little these days.
little by littlelittle by little /�lt(ə)l ba lt(ə)l/ adv
gradually
little fingerlittle finger /�lt(ə)l fŋ(ə/ noun the
smallest of the five fingers
livelive1 /lav/ adj 1. living, not dead � There
are strict rules about transporting live an-
imals. 2. carrying electricity � Don’t touch
the live wires. 3. not recorded; being broad-
cast at the same time as events take place �
a live radio show � adv at the same time as
events take place � The show was broad-
cast live.

live down phrasal verb to stop being em-
barrassed by something which has finally
been forgotten by everyone � he’ll never
live it down it will never be forgotten
live in� phrasal verb to live in the build-
ing where you work
live off� phrasal verb to earn money
from
live on� phrasal verb to use food or
money to stay alive � They lived on bread
and water for two weeks.
live through� phrasal verb to experience
something dangerous
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live together� phrasal verb (of two peo-
ple) to live in the same house and have a
sexual relationship
live with� phrasal verb to put up with
something � As for aircraft noise – you’ll
just have to live with it. � verb to live in
the same house as someone else as if
married � He lives with a writer of chil-
dren’s books.

livelive2 /lv/ (lives, living, lived) verb 1. to
have your home in a place � They have
gone to live in France. � Do you prefer liv-
ing in the country to the town? � He lives
next door to a film star. � Where does your
daughter live? 2. to be alive � King Henry
VIII lived in the 16th century. � The doctor
doesn’t think she will live much longer.
livelihoodlivelihood /lavlihυd/ noun a way of
earning your living
lively

� lively /lavli/ (livelier, liveliest) adj
very active
liverliver /lvə/ noun 1. a large organ in the
body which helps you to process food and
cleans the blood 2. animal’s liver used as
food � I’ll start with chicken liver pâté. �
He looked at the menu and ordered liver
and bacon.
lives

� lives /lavz/ 3rd person singular
present of life
livestocklivestock /lavstɒk/ noun farm animals,
which are kept to produce meat, milk or
other products
lividlivid /lvd/ adj extremely angry � Her fa-
ther was livid when he heard she had spent
the night with her boyfriend.
living

� living /lvŋ/ adj having the signs such
as breathing or growing of not being dead
� Does she have any living relatives? �
noun money that you need for things such
as food and clothes � He earns his living by
selling postcards to tourists.
living room

� living room /lvŋ ru
m/ noun (in a
house or flat) a comfortable room for sit-
ting in
living standardsliving standards /lvŋ �st�ndədz/
plural noun the quality of personal home
life, such as the amount and quality of food
or clothes you can buy or the type of car
you own � As long as living standards con-
tinue to improve, everyone is happy. (NOTE:
also the standard of living)
lizard

� lizard /lzəd/ noun a small animal with
a long tail and rough skin
load

� load /ləυd/ noun a number of heavy ob-
jects which are carried in a vehicle such as
truck � The lorry delivered a load of bricks.
� verb (loads, loading, loaded) 1. to put
something, especially something heavy,

into or on to a vehicle such as a truck or van
[~with] � They loaded the van with furniture
and personal belongings. 2. to put bullets
into a gun, or a film into a camera [~with] �
They loaded their guns and hid behind the
wall. 3. to put a program into a computer �
Load the word-processing program before
you start keyboarding.
loadedloaded /ləυdd/ adj 1. having a lot of
money � Chris is loaded – he won the lot-
tery! 2. referring to a gun which contains
bullets or a camera which contains a film
loafloaf /ləυf/ (plural loaves) noun bread
made in a large round shape, which you
can cut into slices before eating it � He
bought a loaf of bread at the baker’s. � We
eat about 10 loaves of bread per week.
loan

� loan /ləυn/ noun 1. a thing lent, espe-
cially an amount of money  � He bought
the house with a £100,000 loan from the
bank. 2. the act of lending something to
someone  � I had the loan of his car for
three weeks. � on loan being lent � The
picture is on loan to the National Gallery.
loathloath /ləυθ/ adj � to be loath to do some-
thing to be unwilling to do something �
Personally, I’m very loath to get involved.
loatheloathe /ləυð/ (loathes, loathing, loathed)
verb to hate very much (NOTE: + loathing n)
loavesloaves /ləυvz/ plural of loaf
loblob /lɒb/ (lobs, lobbing, lobbed) verb to
throw or hit a ball slowly high into the air
� He lobbed a ball at his sister.
lobbylobby /lɒbi/ noun 1. an entrance hall �
I’ll meet you in the hotel lobby in half an
hour. 2. a group of people who try to influ-
ence important people, especially mem-
bers of parliament � The MPs met members
of the anti-abortion lobby. � verb (lobbies,
lobbying, lobbied) to try to influence
someone, especially in order to get a bill
through Parliament � She lobbied her MP
with a detailed letter and other documents.
lobbyistlobbyist /lɒbist/ noun a person who is
paid to represent a pressure group
lobsterlobster /lɒbstə/ noun the flesh of this
shellfish used as food
local

� local /ləυk(ə)l/ adj relating to a place
or district near where you are or where you
live � She works as a nurse in the local
hospital. � The local paper comes out on
Fridays. � She was formerly the headmis-
tress of the local school.
local anaestheticlocal anaesthetic /�ləυk(ə)l �nəs|

θetk/ noun a substance which removes
the feeling in a certain part of the body
only
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local area network

local area network /�ləυk(ə)l �eəriə
netw#
k/ noun a network of personal
computers within a small area
local authority

local authority /�ləυk(ə)l ɔ
 |θɒrti/
noun a section of elected government
which runs a town or district
local government

� local government /�ləυk(ə)l
(�v(ə)nmənt/ noun organisations dealing
with the matters of small areas of the coun-
try, such as towns and counties
locality

locality /ləυ|k�lti/ noun an area of the
country or district of a town (formal) � in
the locality near by � There are two thea-
tres and four cinemas in the locality.
locally

� locally /ləυk(ə)li/ adv in the district
near where you are
local time

local time /ləυk(ə)l �tam/ noun the
time of day in a particular place
locate

� locate /ləυ |ket/ (locates, locating,
located) verb to find the position of some-
thing � Divers are trying to locate the
Spanish galleon.
location

� location /ləυ |keʃ(ə)n/ noun a place
or position � The hotel is in a very central
location.
loch

loch /lɒx/ noun (in Scotland ) an inland
lake or arm of the sea
lock

� lock /lɒk/ noun a part of a door or con-
tainer such as a box, used for fastening it so
that you can only open it with a key � She
left the key in the lock, so the burglars got
in easily. � We changed the locks on the
doors after a set of keys were stolen. � verb
(locks, locking, locked) 1. to close a door
or a container such as a box, using a key �
I forgot to lock the safe. � We always lock
the front door before we go to bed. 2. to fix
something or to become fixed in a certain
position � The wheels suddenly locked as
he went round the corner. � under lock
and key locked up firmly � We keep our
jewels safely under lock and key.

lock in� phrasal verb to make someone
stay inside a place by locking the door
lock out� phrasal verb to make someone
stay outside a place by locking the door
lock up� phrasal verb 1. to close a build-
ing by locking the doors � He always
locks up before he goes home. � She was
locking up the shop when a man walked
in. 2. to keep a person or thing inside a
place or container by locking the door or
lid � Lock up the jewels in the safe or lock
the jewels up in the safe. 3. to put some-
one in prison � They locked him up for a
week.

locker

� locker /lɒkə/ noun a small cupboard
for personal things which you can close
with a key
locketlocket /lɒkt/ noun a piece of jewellery
which consists of a small case that you can
keep a picture in, attached to a chain which
is worn round the neck
locomotivelocomotive /�ləυkə |məυtv/ noun the
engine of a train
lodgelodge /lɒd�/ noun a small house at the
gates of a large building � If the lodge is as
big as that, just imagine the size of the
main house! � verb (lodges, lodging,
lodged) 1. to rent a room in a house � He
lodges with Mrs Bishop in London Road. 2.
to become stuck � A piece of bread was
lodged in her windpipe. � The bullet was
lodged in his spine. 3. to leave something
with someone to look after for you [~with]
� They lodged all the documents with the
solicitor. 4. to make an official complaint
about someone or something [~with] � They
lodged a complaint with the local electric-
ity company.
lodgerlodger /lɒd�ə/ noun a person who pays
to stay in a room in a house
lodginglodging /lɒd�ŋ/ noun a place where
someone lodges
loft

� loft /lɒft/ noun the top part of a house
right under the roof � They converted their
loft into a bedroom.
loftylofty /lɒfti/ (loftier, loftiest) adj 1. very
high � From the lofty height of the church
tower the boys could see for miles. � The
lofty ceiling and wide windows gave the
studio a wonderful feeling of space. 2.
proud � Her lofty attitude towards her col-
leagues does not make her many friends.
log

� log /lɒ(/ noun a thick piece of a tree �
He brought in a load of logs for the fire.

log in, log on phrasal verb (in computing)
to start to use a computer system, usually
by typing a particular word
log off, log out phrasal verb to finish us-
ing a computer system, usually by typing
a particular word

loggerheadsloggerheads /lɒ(əhedz/ noun � to be
at loggerheads with someone to always
arguing with someone � He has been at
loggerheads with the town council for
some months.
logiclogic /lɒd�k/ noun 1. formal reasoning �
Your logic is flawed – just because she’s an
MA doesn’t mean she’s a good teacher. 2.
sensible thinking, good reason � I don’t see
the logic of owning two cars and not being
able to drive.
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logical

� logical /lɒd�k(ə)l/ adj 1. clearly rea-
soned � a logical conclusion 2. (of a per-
son) able to reason clearly � She’s a very
logical person and thinks everything
through carefully.
loginlogin /lɒ(n/ noun the act of logging in to
a computer system
logisticslogistics /lə |d�stks/ noun the organi-
sation of the movement of large numbers
of people and things such as vehicles and
supplies
logo

� logo /ləυ(əυ/ (plural logos) noun a
symbol or design used by a company in or-
der for people to recognise its products
loinsloins /lɔnz/ plural noun the part of the
body between the hips
loiterloiter /lɔtə/ (loiters, loitering, loitered)
verb to stand or walk slowly about doing
nothing
lollloll /lɒl/ (lolls, lolling, lolled) verb to sit or
lie in a lazy way � They spent the afternoon
lolling about in armchairs, watching the
cricket.
lollylolly /lɒli/ noun 1. a lollipop, a sweet on
the end of a stick 2. money � What hap-
pened to the lolly, then?
lonelone /ləυn/ adj single, one alone. � wolf
(NOTE: Do not confuse with loan.)
lonelinessloneliness /ləυnlinəs/ noun 1. a feeling
of sadness you can get from being alone �
After his wife died it took him a long time
to get over his feelings of loneliness. 2. the
state of being alone � He was attracted by
the loneliness of the hotel, all by itself on
the top of the cliff.
lonely

� lonely /ləυnli/ (lonelier, loneliest) adj
1. feeling sad because of being alone � It’s
odd how lonely you can be in a big city full
of people. 2. (of a place) with few or no
people around � The cliff top is a lonely
place at night. � We spent the weekend in a
lonely cottage in the Welsh hills.
lonerloner /ləυnə/ noun a person who prefers
to be alone
lonesomelonesome /ləυns(ə)m/ adj especially
US lonely, sad because of being alone
long

� long /lɒŋ/ adj 1. not short in length � a
long piece of string � The Nile is the long-
est river in the world. � My hair needs cut-
ting – it’s getting too long. 2. not short in
time � What a long programme – it lasted
almost three hours. � They’ve been waiting
for the bus for a long time. � We don’t ap-
prove of long holidays in this job. 3. used
for asking about an amount of time � How
long is it before your holiday starts? � adv
a long time � Have you been waiting long?
� I didn’t want to wait any longer. � noun a

long time � long ago many years before the
present time � Long ago this was a wealthy
farming area. � verb to want something
very much [~for] � I’m longing for a cup of
tea. � Everyone was longing to be back
home. � as long as, so long as provided
that, on the condition that � I like going on
picnics as long as it doesn’t rain. � no
longer not any more � I no longer have
that car. � before long in a short time �

She’ll be boss of the company before long.
� for long for a long time � He wasn’t out
of a job for long.
long-awaitedlong-awaited /�lɒŋ ə|wetd/ adj for
which people have been waiting for a long
time
long-distancelong-distance /lɒŋ |dstəns/ adj 1. (of a
sports race) between two places which are
far apart � She was over fifty when she took
up long-distance running. � You’ll have to
get fit if you’re going to run a long-dis-
tance race. 2. made over a long distance �
We spent three days walking along one of
the long-distance paths in the hills. �
Long-distance telephone calls cost less af-
ter 6 p.m.
long-drawn-outlong-drawn-out /�lɒŋ drɔ
n aυt/ adj
which continues for a long period of time
long-haullong-haul /�lɒŋ hɔ
l/ adj over a large
distance, especially between continents
longing

� longing /lɒŋŋ/ noun a strong wish to
have something
longitudelongitude /lɒŋ(tju
d/ noun a position
on the earth’s surface measured in degrees
east or west of an imaginary line running
north-south through Greenwich, a town
just to the east of London
long-lasting

� long-lasting /�lɒŋ lɑ
stŋ/ adj which
lasts a long time
long-lifelong-life /lɒŋ laf/ adj (of food and drink)
treated with a special process so that it will
stay fresh for a long time
long-lostlong-lost /lɒŋ lɒst/ adj who or which is
not seen for a long time
long-range

� long-range /�lɒŋ rend�/ adj which
covers a long distance or a long time. �

short-range
long-runninglong-running /�lɒŋ r�nŋ/ adj which
has been going on for a long time � Our
long-running dispute with our neighbours.
longsightedlongsighted /�lɒŋ |satd/ adj able to see
things clearly things which are far away
but not things which are close. � short-
sighted
longstandinglongstanding /�lɒŋ |st�ndŋ/ adj which
has been in existence for a long time
long-sufferinglong-suffering /�lɒŋ s�f(ə)rŋ/ adj pa-
tient with problems caused by other people
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long-term

� long-term /�lɒŋ t#
m/ adj planned to
last for a long time
long-timelong-time /lɒŋ tam/ adj who has exist-
ed for a long time
long wave

� long wave /lɒŋ wev/ noun a radio
wave with a wavelength longer than 1000
metres. � medium wave, short wave
long weekendlong weekend /�lɒŋ wi
k |end/ noun a
weekend, including Friday night
long-windedlong-winded /�lɒŋ wndd/ adj (of a
person) talking too much in a boring way
loo

� loo /lu
/ (plural loos) noun a toilet or a
room in which there is a toilet (informal )
look

� look /lυk/ verb (looks, looking,
looked) 1. to turn your eyes to see some-
thing [~at/~through/under/in/outetc] � I
want you to look carefully at this photo-
graph. � Look in the restaurant and see if
there are any tables free. � If you look out
of the office window you can see our house.
� He opened the lid of the box and looked
inside. 2. to appear to be � Those pies look
good. � He looks much older than forty. 3.
used as an interjection � Look! if we don’t
sort this out now, we’ll never do it. � noun
1. the way someone or something appears
� There is a French look about her clothes.
2. the act of seeing something with your
eyes � Have a good look at this photograph
and tell me if you recognise anyone in it. �
We only had time for a quick look round the
town. 3. a search for something
[~for/~around] � I didn’t see him at the con-
cert though I had a good look around. � We
had a look for the ring and couldn’t find it
anywhere.

look after� phrasal verb to take care of
someone or something
look ahead� phrasal verb to make plans
for the future
look back� phrasal verb to turn your
head to see what is behind you � He
looked back and saw a police car was fol-
lowing him.
look for� phrasal verb to search for
something, to try to find something
look forward to� phrasal verb to think
happily about something which is going
to happen
look into� phrasal verb to try to find out
about a matter or problem
look on phrasal verb 1. to watch without
doing anything � The police beat up the
demonstrators while the tourists just
looked on. 2. to consider, to think of
something as � We look on trade fairs as
a bit of relaxation after the office. � He
looks on his secretary as simply someone

to make coffee and answer the phone.
look out� phrasal verb to be careful �
Look out! – the car is going backwards!
look out for� phrasal verb 1. to try to see
or find someone or something � We’re
looking out for new offices because ours
are too small. � I’ll look out for his sister
at the party. 2. to be careful about � Look
out for ice on the pavement.
look over� phrasal verb 1. to examine
quickly � She looked over the figures and
said they seemed to be OK. 2. to have a
view over something � The office looks
over a disused warehouse.
look up� phrasal verb 1. to turn your
eyes upwards � She looked up and saw
clouds in the sky. 2. to try to find some in-
formation in a book � I’ll look up his ad-
dress in the telephone book. � Look up
the word in the dictionary if you don’t
know what it means. 3. to get in touch
with � Look me up when you’re next in
London. 4. to get better � Things are
looking up.
look up to� phrasal verb to admire or re-
spect someone

lookalikelookalike /lυkəlak/ noun a person who
look like someone else, especially some-
one famous (informal)
lookout

� lookout /lυkaυt/ noun 1. a careful
watch � Keep a sharp lookout for pick-
pockets. � From their lookout post they
could see across the square. 2. a person
who is on watch � The captain posted a
lookout in the bows. � to be on the lookout
for to watch carefully for � She’s always on
the lookout for bargains. � The police are
on the lookout for car thieves.
loomloom /lu
m/ (looms, looming, loomed)
verb to appear in a rather threatening way �
A storm loomed on the horizon. � A bus
suddenly loomed out of the fog.
loonyloony /lu
ni/, looney noun a person who
is regarded as silly or crazy (insult) � Who-
ever invented bungee-jumping was a bit of
a loony.
looploop /lu
p/ noun a curve formed by a piece
of something such as string, which crosses
over itself � To tie your laces, start by mak-
ing a loop.
loopholeloophole /lu
phəυl/ noun a means of
avoiding a law
loose

� loose /lu
s/ (looser, loosest) adj 1. (of
a garment) not tight � Wear loose trousers
and a teeshirt for the dance class. 2. not at-
tached to anything � The front wheel is
loose and needs tightening. � The boat
came loose and started to drift away. �
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Once he was let loose, the dog ran across
the park.
loose cannonloose cannon /lu
s k�nən/ noun
someone who is not easily controlled and
may do or say things which are not official-
ly approved (slang)
loose changeloose change /�lu
s tʃend�/ noun
money in coins only
loose endloose end /lu
s end/ noun one of the de-
tails in something such as a problem or sit-
uation which has not yet been dealt with
looselyloosely /lu
sli/ adv 1. not tightly � The
skirt fits loosely round her waist. � He tied
his horse loosely to the post. 2. in a way
which is not completely accurate � The
word can be loosely translated as ‘hanging
down’.
loosenloosen /lu
s(ə)n/ (loosens, loosening,
loosened) verb to make something less
tight � He loosened his shoelaces and re-
laxed.
lootloot /lu
t/ noun 1. things which have been
stolen � The police discovered the rest of
the loot under his bed. 2. money (informal)
� He’s got plenty of loot. � verb (loots,
looting, looted) to steal, especially from
shops and houses, during a riot or other
emergency � Some houses were looted
during the floods. (NOTE: + looter n; loot-
ing n)
lopelope /ləυp/ (lopes, loping, loped) verb to
run with long easy steps
lopsidedlopsided /lɒp |sadd/ adj leaning to one
side, with one side lower than the other
lord

� lord /lɔ
d/ noun 1. a man who has a
high social rank � He was born a lord. �

Powerful lords forced King John to sign the
Magna Carta. 2. an expression of surprise
or shock � Good lord! I didn’t realise it
was so late!
lorelore /lɔ
/ noun traditional beliefs and
knowledge. � folklore (NOTE: no plural)
lorry

� lorry /lɒri/ noun a large motor vehicle
for carrying goods
lose

� lose /lu
z/ (loses, losing, lost) verb 1.
to put or drop something somewhere and
not to know where it is � I can’t find my
wallet – I think I lost it on the train. � If you
lose your ticket you’ll have to buy another
one. 2. not to have something any longer �
We lost money on the lottery. 3. not to win
� We lost the match 10 – 0. � Did you win?
– No, we lost. � to lose your way to not
know where you are or which direction to
go in � They lost their way in the fog on the
mountain.
loser

� loser /lu
zə/ noun a person who does
not win

loss

� loss /lɒs/ noun 1. the state of no longer
having something  � He was very unhappy
at the loss of his house. � The loss of a child
is almost unbearable to a parent. 2. money
which you have spent and have not got
back through earnings � Companies often
make losses in their first year of opera-
tions. � to be at a loss (to do something)
not to know what to do � We are at a loss
to know how to proceed since our appeal
has been rejected. � I’m at a loss for some-
thing to do now that the party has been
cancelled.
lost

� lost /lɒst/ past tense and past participle
of lose
lost causelost cause /lɒst kɔ
z/ noun something
such as a plan or activity which cannot suc-
ceed
lot

� lot /lɒt/ noun � a lot of, lots of a large
number or a large quantity � I’ve been to
the cinema quite a lot recently. � She’s feel-
ing a lot better now. � What a lot of cars
there are in the car park! � Lots of people
are looking for jobs. � There’s lots of time
before the train leaves. � the lot everything
� That’s the lot – there’s nothing left. �
There were old pots and books and news-
papers – we sold the lot for £50. � We
picked a kilo of strawberries and ate the lot
for dinner.
lotionlotion /ləυʃ(ə)n/ noun a liquid used on
the skin to make it smooth or to protect it
lottery

� lottery /lɒtəri/ (plural lotteries) noun a
game of chance in which tickets with num-
bers on are sold with prizes given for cer-
tain numbers
loud

� loud /laυd/ adj very easy to hear �

Can’t you stop your watch making such a
loud noise? � Turn down the radio – it’s
too loud. � adv loudly � I can’t sing any
louder. � She laughed out loud in church.
loudlyloudly /laυdli/ adv in a way which is easy
to hear
loudnessloudness /laυdnəs/ noun the state of
being loud, being noisy
loudspeakerloudspeaker /laυd |spi
kə/ noun the
part of an object such as a radio or CD
player which allows sound to be heard
loungelounge /laυnd�/ noun a comfortable
room for sitting in � Let’s go and watch TV
in the lounge.
louselouse /laυs/ (plural lice) noun a small in-
sect which sucks blood and lives on the
skin as a parasite on animals and humans
lousylousy /laυzi/ (lousier, lousiest) adj ex-
tremely bad or unpleasant
loutlout /laυt/ noun a rude and badly behaved
young man (insult) � lager

Intermediate.fm  Page 376  Monday, August 23, 2004  5:36 PM



377 loyalties
lovablelovable /l�vəb(ə)l/ adj pleasant, easy to
love
love

� love /l�v/ noun 1. a strong feeling of
liking someone or something very much �

his love for his children � Her great love is
opera. 2. (in games such as tennis) a score
of zero points � She lost the first set six –
love (6–0). � verb (loves, loving, loved) 1.
to have strong feelings of affection for
someone or something � ‘I love you!,’ he
said. � She loves little children. � The chil-
dren love their teacher. � His wife thinks he
loves someone else. 2. to like something
very much � I love chocolate ice cream. �
to love doing something to enjoy doing
something very much � We love going on
holiday by the seaside. � to love to do
something to like or want to do something
very much � He loved to watch the birds in
the garden. � I’d love to come with you, but
I’ve got too much work to do. � to be in
love to love someone or to love each other
� I told her I was in love with her.
love affairlove affair /l�v ə |�feə/ noun a sexual re-
lationship between two people who are not
married to each other
loved onesloved ones /l�vd w�ns/ plural noun
your family and friends
love lifelove life /l�v laf/ noun someone’s sexu-
al relationships
lovely

� lovely /l�vli/ (lovelier, loveliest) adj 1.
very pleasant to look at � She looks lovely
in that dress. � There’s a lovely garden be-
hind the house. 2. pleasant or enjoyable � I
had a lovely time on holiday. � It was love-
ly to have all those visitors when I was in
hospital.
lover

� lover /l�və/ noun 1. a person, especial-
ly a man, who is having a sexual relation-
ship with someone � Her lover was arrest-
ed when the woman’s body was found on
the beach. 2. a person who loves something
� a lover of French food
lovingloving /l�vŋ/ adj affectionate, showing
love
low

� low /ləυ/ adj (lower, lowest) not high �
She hit her head on the low branch. � The
town is surrounded by low hills. � We shop
around to find the lowest prices. � The en-
gine works best at low speeds. � The tem-
perature here is too low for oranges to
grow. � Sales were lower in December than
in November. � adv (lower, lowest) to-
wards the bottom; not high up � The plane
was flying too low – it hit the trees.
lowbrowlowbrow /ləυbraυ/ adj not difficult to
understand and of a low quality

low-calorielow-calorie /�ləυ k�ləri/ adj containing
few calories
low-cutlow-cut /ləυ k�t/ adj used to describe
women’s clothing which has a low neck-
line and shows the top part of the chest
lower

� lower /laυə/ adj not as high � They
booked a cabin on the lower deck. � verb
(lowers, lowering, lowered) to make
something go down � They lowered the
boat into the water.
lower caselower case /�ləυə kes/ noun small let-
ters such as a, b and c as opposed to capi-
tals such as A, B and C
lower classlower class /�ləυə klɑ
s/ noun a group
of people in society who are not rich, aris-
tocratic or middle-class (dated)
low-fatlow-fat /�ləυ f�t/ adj containing very lit-
tle fat � Do you have any low-fat yoghurt?
low-keylow-key /�ləυ ki
/ adj quiet, without
much excitement
lowlandslowlands /ləυləndz/ plural noun a low-
lying area of the country � the Lowlands of
Scotland
low-levellow-level /�ləυ lev(ə)l/ adj 1. positioned
or done at lower than the usual level 2. low
in status or degree
low-lyinglow-lying /�ləυ laŋ/ adj which is near
to sea level, or to the level of a river
low-paidlow-paid /�ləυ ped/ adj not being paid
much for a job � She has a low-paid job as
a cleaner or her job as a cleaner is very
low-paid.
low pointlow point /ləυ pɔnt/ noun the least en-
joyable or successful period of something
low profilelow profile /�ləυ prəυfal/ noun behav-
iour that avoids public attention
low-riselow-rise /ləυ raz/ adj (of buildings) con-
sisting of only a few levels
low seasonlow season /�ləυ si
z(ə)n/ noun a time
of year, usually during the winter, when
few people go on holiday, and when air
fares and hotel prices are cheaper
low-techlow-tech /ləυ tek/ noun simple and not
highly developed technically � a low-tech
solution
low tidelow tide /�ləυ tad/, low water noun the
lowest level of the sea the land, or the time
when the sea is at this level
loyalloyal /lɔəl/ adj who supports someone or
something for along time without changing
� Dogs are very loyal to their owners.
loyalistloyalist /lɔəlst/ noun a person who is
loyal to someone or something
loyaltiesloyalties /lɔəltiz/ plural noun the strong
feelings of support and friendship which
you have for someone or something
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loyaltyloyalty /lɔəlti/ noun the quality of being
loyal
lozengelozenge /lɒznd�/ noun 1. a diamond
shape, especially when used in heraldry �

The shield has a pattern of red lozenges. 2.
a sweet medicine in the form of a pill � She
was sucking cough lozenges to get rid of
her cough.
LSDLSD /�el es di
/ noun an illegal drug
which has a powerful effect, e.g. making
people see things which are not real
Ltd

� Ltd abbr limited company
lubricatelubricate /lu
brket/ (lubricates, lubri-
cating, lubricated) verb to cover some-
thing with a lubricant to make it run
smoothly (NOTE: + lubrication n)
lucidlucid /lu
sd/ adj 1. clear, easily under-
stood � The old lady gave a clear and lucid
account of the incident to the police. 2. able
to think clearly � For most of the time he
was delirious but in his few lucid moments
he seemed to recognise me.
luck

� luck /l�k/ noun something, usually
good, which happens to you � The bus is
empty – that’s a bit of luck! � to do some-
thing for luck because I hope it will bring
me luck � I’ll wear this ring for luck.
luckily

� luckily /l�kli/ adv used for showing
that you think an event was lucky
lucky

� lucky /l�ki/ (luckier, luckiest) adj 1.
having good things happening to you, es-
pecially if they are unexpected � He’s
lucky not to have been sent to prison. �
How lucky you are to be going to Spain! 2.
bringing good luck � Fifteen is my lucky
number.
lucrativelucrative /lu
krətv/ adj bringing in a lot
of money or profit
ludicrousludicrous /lu
dkrəs/ adj ridiculous,
which makes you laugh
luglug /l�(/ (lugs, lugging, lugged) verb to
carry or pull something heavy � I had to
lug my cases up two flights of stairs. � Lug-
ging those boxes up into the attic has worn
me out.
luggage

� luggage /l�(d�/ noun suitcases or
bags for carrying your clothes and other
things when travelling
lukewarmlukewarm /�lu
k|wɔ
m/ adj 1. not very
hot � The soup was only lukewarm. � We
sent back the coffee because it was luke-
warm. 2. not enthusiastic � He was only
lukewarm about our project.
lulllull /l�l/ noun a quiet period � After last
week’s hectic rushing around this week’s
lull was welcome. � verb (lulls, lulling,
lulled) to make someone calmer, to soothe
someone � She sang a song to lull the baby

to sleep. � The report was not very critical
and that lulled them into a false sense of
security.
lumberlumber /l�mbə/ (lumbers, lumbering,
lumbered) verb 1. to give someone some-
thing he or she doesn’t want to do [~with]
(informal) � You always manage to lumber
me with the worst jobs. � Why do I always
get lumbered with doing the shopping? 2.
to move slowly and heavily � The tractor
lumbered across the field pulling a trailer
full of hay. � Watch where you’re treading,
you lumbering great hulk! (NOTE: Do not
confuse with lumbar.)
lumberjacklumberjack /l�mbəd��k/ noun a per-
son who cuts down trees
luminousluminous /lu
mnəs/ adj which gives
out light in the dark
lump

� lump /l�mp/ noun 1. a piece of some-
thing, often with no particular shape  � a
lump of sugar 2. a hard or swollen part on
the body [~on] � She went to the doctor be-
cause she had found a lump on her neck.
lump sumlump sum /�l�mp s�m/ noun money
paid in one payment, not in several small
payments
lumpylumpy /l�mpi/ (lumpier, lumpiest) adj
with solid lumps in it
lunacylunacy /lu
nəsi/ noun madness, idiotic
behaviour
lunarlunar /lu
nə/ adj referring to the moon
lunaticlunatic /lu
nətk/ noun a person who
acts in a mad way (informal insult) � Don’t
be such a lunatic – try to talk to her! � He
drove like a lunatic to catch the ferry.
lunch

� lunch /l�ntʃ/ noun the meal eaten in
the middle of the day � Come on – lunch
will be ready soon. � We always have lunch
at 12.30. � We are having fish and chips for
lunch. � I’m not hungry so I don’t want a
big lunch. � The restaurant serves 150
lunches a day.
lunchtime

� lunchtime /l�ntʃtam/ noun the time
when you usually have lunch
lunglung /l�ŋ/ noun one of two organs in the
chest with which you breathe
lungelunge /l�nd�/ (lunges, lunging, lunged)
verb to make a sudden movement forwards
� The baby suddenly lunged at the candles
on the cake. (NOTE: + lunge n)
lupinlupin /lu
pn/ noun a plant with tall flow-
ers in different colours
lurchlurch /l#
tʃ/ noun a sudden unsteady
movement � The ship gave a sudden lurch.
� verb (lurches, lurching, lurched) to
make a sudden unsteady movement �
When the taxi finally lurched to a stop I
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was shaking all over. � He lurched over to
the bar and ordered another drink.
lure

lure /ljυə/ noun a thing which attracts a
person or animal � The white beaches are
a lure for tourists. � verb (lures, luring,
lured) to attract someone, especially into
something bad � She was lured to the club
by reports of high wages for bar staff.
lurid

lurid /ljυərd/ adj 1. glowing with bril-
liant colours � The flames gave a lurid
glow to the scene. � She was wearing a lu-
rid pink tracksuit. 2. (of a book or film) sen-
sational, meant to shock � There were sev-
eral lurid descriptions of conditions in the
refugee camps.
lurk

lurk /l#
k/ (lurks, lurking, lurked) verb to
be hidden
luscious

luscious /l�ʃəs/ adj very sweet and
juicy
lushlush /l�ʃ/ adj ((of plants)) very green and
growing well � The cattle were put to graze
on the lush grass by the river. � Lush trop-

ical vegetation rapidly covered the clear-
ing.
lustlust /l�st/ noun 1. strong sexual desire �
He looked at her with eyes full of lust. 2. a
great desire for something � She is driven
by a lust for power.
luxuriousluxurious /l�( |zjυəriəs/ adj very com-
fortable and expensive
luxuryluxury /l�kʃəri/ (plural luxuries) noun 1.
great comfort � He lived a life of great lux-
ury. � A hot bath is a real luxury after two
weeks camping in the mountains. 2. a thing
which is pleasant to have, but not necessary
� She often buys little luxuries for dessert
on Friday nights.
lying

� lying /laŋ/ present participle of lie
lynchlynch /lntʃ/ (lynches, lynching,
lynched) verb (of a mob) to catch an ac-
cused person and execute him or her, espe-
cially by hanging, without a trial
lyricslyrics /lrks/ plural noun the words of a
song � He wrote the lyrics for the musical.
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M
mm /em/, M noun the thirteenth letter of the
alphabet, between L and N
ma

� ma /mɑ
/ noun a mother (informal)
ma’amma’am noun a formal or polite way of re-
ferring to a lady
macmac /m�k/, mack noun a coat which
keeps off water, which is worn when it is
raining (informal) (NOTE: short for mackin-
tosh)
macabremacabre /mə |kɑ
brə/ adj very strange
and horrifying, especially referring to dead
bodies
macaronimacaroni /�m�kə |rəυni/ noun an Italian
food made of short thick tubes of flour
paste
machetemachete /mə|ʃeti/ noun a large sharp
knife
machine

� machine /mə |ʃi
n/ noun a piece of
equipment that uses power � We have
bought a machine for putting leaflets in en-
velopes. � There is a message on my an-
swering machine. � She made her dress on
her sewing machine. � The washing ma-
chine has broken and flooded the kitchen.
machine gunmachine gun /mə |ʃi
n (�n/ noun a gun
which automatically fires many bullets
rapidly, one after the other
machine-readablemachine-readable /mə |ʃi
n
ri
dəb(ə)l/ adj which can be used by a
computer
machinery

� machinery /mə|ʃi
nəri/ noun 1. ma-
chines in general � The factory has got rid
of a lot of old machinery. 2. a way of organ-
ising something [~for] � a review of local
government machinery � the machinery for
awarding government contracts
machomacho /m�tʃəυ/ adj behaving in a way
that is thought to be typical of a man (dis-
approving)
mackerelmackerel /m�krəl/ (plural mackerels or
same) noun a sea fish with dark flesh, eaten
grilled or smoked; also canned and made
into pâté
macromacro /m�krəυ/ (plural macros), mac-
roinstruction noun a block of instructions
for a computer identified by one or more

keystrokes � I do the page layouts using a
macro.
macro-macro- /m�krəυ/ prefix on a large scale
mad

� mad /m�d/ (madder, maddest) adj 1.
silly or crazy � Everyone thought he was
mad to try to cross the Atlantic in a rowing
boat. 2. very angry (informal ) � She’s mad
at or with him for borrowing her car. � He
was hopping mad when they told him his
car had been stolen. 3. having a serious
medical condition which affects the brain
(offensive) (NOTE: + madly adv) � mad
about someone or something very keen
on someone or something (informal) � He’s
mad about jigsaw puzzles.
madammadam /m�dəm/ (plural mesdames)
noun 1. a polite way of addressing a wom-
an, often used by people who are providing
a service such as waiters or shop assistants
� Can I help you, madam? 2. used when
writing a letter to a woman whom you do
not know � Dear Madam
mad cow diseasemad cow disease /m�d kaυ d |�zi
z/
noun bovine spongiform encephalopathy, a
disease affecting the brains of cattle
(informal)
maddeningmaddening /m�d(ə)nŋ/ adj exasperat-
ing or annoying
made

� made /med/ past tense and past parti-
ciple of make (NOTE: Do not confuse with
maid.)
madhousemadhouse /m�dhaυs/ noun a place
where there is a lot of confused activity
(informal)
madman

� madman /m�dmən/ (plural mad-
men) noun a person who is mentally ill (of-
fensive)
madness

� madness /m�dnəs/ noun stupid be-
haviour which may be dangerous � It’s
sheer madness to go out in a little boat in
this weather.
maestromaestro /mastrəυ/ noun a musical
genius
magmag /m�(/ noun an illustrated publica-
tion which comes out regularly � He found
a pile of old car mags in a corner of the
shop.
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magazine

� magazine /�m�(ə|zi
n/ noun a large
thin book with a paper cover, which is pub-
lished regularly � The gardening magazine
comes out on Fridays.
maggotmaggot /m�(ət/ noun a white caterpil-
lar of a fly, which eats rotting meat
magicmagic /m�d�k/ noun 1. a mysterious
imaginary power to make things happen 2.
a special enjoyable atmosphere [~of] � the
magic of a summer’s evening 3. tricks such
as making things appear and disappear,
performed by an entertainer called a ‘magi-
cian’ � adj with mysterious imaginary
qualities � The children found themselves
in a magic wood. � as if by magic sudden-
ly, without any possible explanation � He
pushed a button and, as if by magic, lights
came on all over the garden.
magicalmagical /m�d�k(ə)l/ adj as if produced
by magic
magic bulletmagic bullet /�m�d�k bυlt/ noun 1. a
medicine which can quickly cure a serious
illness 2. a quick solution to a difficult
problem
magicianmagician /mə|d�ʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a wiz-
ard � Merlin was the great magician in me-
dieval legends. 2. a conjurer � They hired a
magician to entertain the children at the
party.
magistrate

� magistrate /m�d�stret/ noun a
judge who tries cases in a minor court
magnanimousmagnanimous /m�( |n�nməs/ adj
very kind and generous to someone you
have defeated or to someone who is weaker
than you
magnatemagnate /m�(net/ noun an important
and powerful businessman
magnesiummagnesium /m�( |ni
ziəm/ noun a
white metal which is used in making alloys
and is also an essential element in biologi-
cal life
magnet

� magnet /m�(nt/ noun 1. a piece of
metal which attracts iron and steel � She
has a Mickey Mouse which sticks to the
fridge door with a magnet. 2. anything
which attracts people or things [~for] � The
big city is a magnet for teenagers running
away from home.
magneticmagnetic /m�( |netk/ adj which at-
tracts metal
magnetismmagnetism /m�(nətz(ə)m/ noun 1.
the quality of being magnetic 2. being
charming and attractive � The princess had
enormous personal magnetism.
magnificationmagnification /�m�(nf |keʃ(ə)n/
noun 1. the action of making something ap-
pear larger � Magnification enables us to
see things that are too small to be visible to

the naked eye. 2. the degree to which things
appear larger when magnified � What mag-
nification do you get with these binocu-
lars?
magnificentmagnificent /m�( |nfs(ə)nt/ adj very
impressive or beautiful
magnifymagnify /m�(nfa/ (magnifies, mag-
nifying, magnified) verb to make some-
thing appear larger
magnitude

� magnitude /m�(ntju
d/ noun im-
portance � They did not underestimate the
magnitude of the task. � We will need more
staff if we take on a project of this magni-
tude.
magnoliamagnolia /m�( |nəυliə/ noun a large tree
with huge white or pink flowers
mag tapemag tape /m�( tep/ noun same as
magnetic tape
mahoganymahogany /mə|hɒ(əni/ noun a dark red
tropical hardwood, now becoming rare
maidmaid /med/ noun a female servant � The
maid forgot to change the towels. � The
chalet has a daily maid to do the cleaning.
maidenmaiden /med(ə)n/ noun an unmarried
girl or woman � The village maidens
danced at the wedding.
maiden namemaiden name /med(ə)n nem/ noun
the surname of a woman before she is mar-
ried
mail

� mail /mel/ noun 1. letters which are de-
livered or which are sent � The mail hasn’t
come yet. � The receipt was in this morn-
ing’s mail. 2. a service provided by the post
office � We sent the parcel by sea mail. �
It’s cheaper to send the order by surface
mail than by air.
mailboxmailbox /melbɒks/ noun US 1. one of
several boxes where incoming mail is put
in a large building � I checked the mailbox
to see if I had any letters. 2. a box for
putting letters and packets in which you
want to mail � I posted the letter in the
mailbox at the corner of the street.
mailing list

� mailing list /melŋ lst/ noun a list
of names and addresses of people to whom
information can be sent
maimmaim /mem/ (maims, maiming,
maimed) verb to injure someone very bad-
ly, sometimes causing permanent damage
main

� main /men/ adj most important � The
main thing is to get to work on time. �

Their main factory is in Scotland. � Janu-
ary is the main month for skiing holidays.
� A car will meet you at the main entrance.
main clausemain clause /men klɔ
z/ noun the
main part of a sentence
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main coursemain course /men kɔ
s/ noun the
most important part of a meal, usually a
dish of meat and vegetables or fish and
vegetables
mainframemainframe /menfrem/ noun a large
computer
main linemain line /men lan/ noun an important
main railway line
mainly

� mainly /menli/ adv most often � We
sell mainly to businesses. � People mainly
go on holiday in the summer.
main roadmain road /men rəυd/ noun the largest
and busiest road in a place
mainstaymainstay /menste/ noun a main sup-
port that plays the most important part in
keeping something going
mainstreammainstream /menstri
m/ adj (of a
group) most important
maintain

� maintain /men |ten/ (maintains,
maintaining, maintained) verb 1. to make
something stay the same � We like to main-
tain good relations with our customers. 2.
to keep something in good working order �
The boiler needs to be regularly main-
tained. 3. to continue to state something as
a fact [~(that)] � Throughout the trial he
maintained that the car was not his.
maintenance

� maintenance /mentənəns/ noun 1.
the act of keeping something in working
order � We offer a full maintenance serv-
ice. 2. the act of keeping things going or
working � the maintenance of contacts
with government officials 3. money for up-
keep, especially paid by a divorced or sep-
arated person to help pay for living expens-
es for children � to pay maintenance for
the children
maisonettemaisonette /�mezə |net/ noun a flat on
two floors in a larger house
maizemaize /mez/ noun a widely grown cereal
crop, with tall plants bearing large yellow
seeds (NOTE: Do not confuse with maze. The
US term is corn.)
majesticmajestic /mə|d�estk/ adj grand or state-
ly
majestymajesty /m�d�əsti/ noun 1. a beautiful
or impressive sight � The majesty of the
snow-covered mountains took his breath
away. 2. used as a title for a king or queen
� Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II
major

� major /med�ə/ adj important � Smok-
ing is a major cause of lung cancer. � Com-
puters are a major influence on modern in-
dustrial society. � Many small roads are
blocked by snow, but the major roads are
open. � the major part of something most
of something � The major part of the film
takes place in Scotland. � noun a rank of an

officer in the army below colonel � A ma-
jor came up in a truck with six soldiers.
(NOTE: also used as a title before a surname:
Major Smith)
majority

� majority /mə|d�ɒrti/ noun 1. the larg-
er part of a group � The majority of the
members of the club don’t want to change
the rules. � in the majority being more
than half of the members � Women are in a
majority on the committee. 2. a number of
voters which is larger than half � She was
elected with a majority of 10,000. 3. the
age when you become legally adult � He
will inherit money from his grandfather
when he reaches his majority.
make

� make /mek/ (makes, making, made)
verb 1. to produce or build something
[~with/~of/out of] � These knives are made
of steel. � He made a boat out of old pieces
of wood. � She’s making a birthday cake. 2.
to get something ready [~with] � Do you
want me to make some tea? 3. to add up to
a total � Six and four make ten. 4. to give
someone a particular feeling � The smell of
curry makes me hungry. � The rough sea
made him feel sick. � Looking at old photo-
graphs made her sad. � He made himself
comfortable in the armchair. 5. to force
someone to do something � His mother
made him clean his room. � The teacher
made us all stay in after school. � I can’t
make the car go any faster. � What on earth
made you do that? � to make do (with
something) to use something because
there is nothing else available � to make
sense 1. to be understood � The message
doesn’t make sense. 2. to be a good idea �

It makes sense to put a little money into
your savings account every week.

make for� phrasal verb 1. to go towards
a place � The army was making for the
capital. � As soon as the film started, she
made straight for the exit. 2. to help
something to happen � Non-stick pans
make for easier washing up.
make of� phrasal verb to have an im-
pression or opinion about something
make off with� phrasal verb to steal
something
make out� phrasal verb 1. to be able to
see clearly � Can you make out the house
in the dark? 2. to be able to understand �
I can’t make out why he doesn’t want to
come. 3. to claim something which is
probably not true � The English weather
isn’t really as bad as it is made out to be.
� She tries to make out that she’s very
poor. 4. to write something, such as a
name � The cheque is made out to Mr
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Smith. 5. US to be successful � He tried
opening a fish restaurant but it didn’t
make out. � How is Bobby making out at
school?
make up� phrasal verb 1. to invent a sto-
ry � He said he had seen a man climbing
into the house, but in fact he made the
whole story up. 2. � to make yourself up
to put on makeup, e.g. powder and lip-
stick 3. to form something � The staff is
made up of secretaries and drivers. 4. �
to make up your mind to decide on
something � They can’t make up their
minds on where to go for their holiday. 5.
� to make up for lost time to act quickly
because you did not act earlier � It’s June
already – we’ll have to plant our beans
now to make up for lost time. 6. to be-
come friends again � They quarrelled,
and then made it up. 7. � to make it up
to someone to compensate someone for
something, e.g. for something lost or
damaged � Don’t worry about the paint
on your carpet – we’ll make it up to you.

make-believemake-believe /mek b |�li
v/ noun the
practice of pretending that something is
true when it is not
makeshiftmakeshift /mekʃft/ adj used tempo-
rarily in place of something else
makeup

� makeup /mek�p/ noun substances,
e.g. face powder and lipstick, which people
put on their face to make it more beautiful
or change their appearance in some way �
She wears no makeup apart from a little
eye shadow. � He spent hours over his
makeup for the part of the monster.
making

� making /mekŋ/ present participle of
make
malaisemalaise /mə |lez/ noun 1. a feeling of be-
ing slightly ill � She had a feeling of ma-
laise but couldn’t say what caused it. 2. a
feeling of being slightly worried � There is
a general malaise among the middle-class
which might make them vote against the
government.
malariamalaria /mə |leəriə/ noun a tropical dis-
ease caused by a parasite which enters the
body after a bite from a female mosquito
male

� male /mel/ adj relating to the sex
which does not give birth to young � A
male deer is called a stag. (NOTE: Do not
confuse with mail.)
malevolentmalevolent /mə |levələnt/ adj who
wants to harm other people
malfunctionmalfunction /m�l |f�ŋkʃən/ noun the
fact of not working properly � The data
was lost due to a software malfunction.
(NOTE: + malfunction v)

malicemalice /m�ls/ noun an unfriendly or
spiteful feeling towards someone
maliciousmalicious /mə |lʃəs/ adj done because
you want to harm someone � There has
been some malicious gossip about her. � It
was a malicious attempt to make her lose
her job.
malignantmalignant /mə |l(nənt/ adj likely to be
cause death
malletmallet /m�lt/ noun a large wooden
hammer
malnourishedmalnourished /m�l |n�rʃt/ adj suffer-
ing from malnutrition
malnutritionmalnutrition /�m�lnjυ|trʃ(ə)n/ noun
the state of not having enough to eat
malpracticemalpractice /m�l|pr�kts/ noun the
practice of acting in an unprofessional or
illegal way (by a doctor, lawyer, accountant,
etc.)
maltmalt /mɔ
lt/ noun barley grains which
have been through the malting process and
are used in breweries to make beer and in
distilleries to make whisky
maltreatmaltreat /m�l |tri
t/ (maltreats, mal-
treating, maltreated) verb to treat someone
badly
mamamama /mə|mɑ
/, mamma noun a child’s
name for mother (informal dated)
mammal

� mammal /m�m(ə)l/ noun a type of
animal which gives birth to live young and
feeds them with milk
mammothmammoth /m�məθ/ noun a very large
hairy elephant living in prehistoric times �
There’s a full-size model of a mammoth in
the museum. � The woolly mammoth is
thought to have become extinct during the
last Ice Age.
man

� man /m�n/ noun (plural men) a male
human being � That tall man is my brother.
� There’s a young man at reception asking
for Mr Smith. � verb (mans, manning,
manned) to provide staff to work some-
thing � The switchboard is manned all day.
� She sometimes mans the front desk when
the receptionist is ill.
manage

� manage /m�nd�/ (manages, man-
aging, managed) verb to be in charge of
something  � She manages all our offices in
Europe. � We want to appoint someone to
manage the new shop.
manageablemanageable /m�nd�əb(ə)l/ adj
which can be dealt with easily
management

� management /m�nd�mənt/ noun
1. a group of people who direct workers �

The management has decided to move to
new offices. 2. the practice of directing and
controlling work � He’s taking a course in
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management. � If anything goes wrong
now it’s just a case of bad management.
manager

� manager /m�nd�ə/ noun 1. the per-
son in charge of a department in a shop or
in a business � The bank manager wants to
talk about your account. � The sales man-
ager organised a publicity campaign. �

She’s the manager of the shoe department.
2. a person in charge of a sports team � The
club have just sacked their manager.
manageressmanageress /�m�nd�ə |res/ noun a
woman who manages a shop or department
(dated)
managerialmanagerial /m�nə |d�əriəl/ adj refer-
ring to managers
managing director

� managing director /�m�nəd�ŋ
da |rektə/ noun a director in charge of a
company
MandarinMandarin /m�ndərn/ noun the princi-
pal spoken form of Chinese, the official
language of China
mandatemandate /m�ndet/ noun the power
given to a person to act on behalf of some-
one else
mandatorymandatory /m�ndət(ə)ri/ adj which
has to be done or has to take place because
of a rule or law
manemane /men/ noun the long hair on the
neck of a lion or horse (NOTE: Do not con-
fuse with main.)
mangermanger /mend�ə/ noun a box for food
for farm animals, e.g. horses or cows
manglemangle /m�ŋ(əl/ (mangles, mangling,
mangled) verb 1. to squash something or
chop something up � The mangled remains
of a dog run over by a lorry. 2. to spoil
something by doing it badly � He mangled
his part so much that the audience
laughed. � The poem was completely man-
gled in translation.
mangrovemangrove /m�ŋ|�(rəυv/ noun a tree
which grows beside water in hot countries
and which has roots above the ground
manhandlemanhandle /m�nh�nd(ə)l/ (manhan-
dles, manhandling, manhandled) verb 1.
to move something large and heavy by
hand � Ten men were needed to manhandle
the statue into place. 2. to handle someone
roughly � The protesters complained they
had been manhandled by the police.
manholemanhole /m�nhəυl/ noun a hole in the
road or pavement through which you go
below the ground, e.g. into the sewers
manhoodmanhood /m�nhυd/ noun the state of
being a man (NOTE: no plural)
manhuntmanhunt /m�n |�h�nt/ noun a search for
someone, especially by the police

maniamania /meniə/ noun 1. a form of mental
illness where the patient is very excited and
violent 2. a passion for something � He has
a mania for collecting old cars. � She has
a mania for white clothes.
maniacmaniac /meni�k/ noun a crazy person
� We were nearly killed by some maniac
driving a sports car.
manicmanic /m�nk/ adj wildly energetic �

The scene of manic activity in the office as
everyone rushed to finish the work before
the deadline.
manicuremanicure /m�nkjυə/ noun the act of
looking after the hands and nails
manifestmanifest /m�nfest/ (manifests, mani-
festing, manifested) verb to show some-
thing � The cat manifested no interest in
her food whatsoever. � to manifest itself
as something to show itself as something
� The disease first manifests itself as a
slight skin rash.
manifestation

� manifestation /�m�nfe|steʃ(ə)n/
noun an appearance
manipulatemanipulate /mə |npjυlet/ (manipu-
lates, manipulating, manipulated) verb 1.
to influence people or situations so that
you get what you want � By manipulating
the media the government made sure its
message got across to the people. 2. to han-
dle something � She found it difficult to
manipulate the instruments when wearing
protective clothing.
manipulativemanipulative /mə|npjυlətv/ adj con-
trolling and using people, so as to get them
to do what you want
mankind

� mankind /m�n|kand/ noun the hu-
man race, all human beings (dated)
manlymanly /m�nli/ adj looking or behaving
as a man should look or behave
man-mademan-made /�m�n med/ adj which has
been made by human beings
manner

� manner /m�nə/ noun a way of behav-
ing � The staff don’t like the new manag-
er’s manner. � She has a very abrupt man-
ner of speaking to you. � plural noun man-
ners a way of behaving in public � It’s bad
manners to speak with your mouth full. �
Those boys need to be taught some man-
ners.
mannerismmannerism /m�nərz(ə)m/ noun a
gesture or way of speaking which is partic-
ular to one person
manoeuvremanoeuvre /mə|nu
və/ noun a planned
action to avoid something or to deceive
someone � The captain had to make a sud-
den manoeuvre to avoid hitting the smaller
ship. � The company has carried out vari-
ous manoeuvres to avoid bankruptcy. �
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verb 1. to move something heavy or diffi-
cult to handle � We manoeuvred the piano
into position on the stage. � A big lorry is
difficult to manoeuvre round corners. 2. to
work to put yourself in a good position �
She managed to manoeuvre herself onto
the board of the company. (NOTE: [all sens-
es] The US spelling is maneuver.)
manor

� manor /m�nə/ noun a country house
and the land surrounding it (NOTE: Do not
confuse with manner.)
manpowermanpower /m�npaυə/ noun the
number of workers in a country or industry
or organisation
mansion

� mansion /m�nʃən/ noun a very large
private house � He’s bought a mansion
overlooking the golf course. � They live in
a mansion in Hampstead with its own
swimming pool and tennis courts.
manslaughtermanslaughter /m�nslɔ
tə/ noun the
offence of killing someone without having
intended to do so or of killing someone in-
tentionally but with mitigating circum-
stances. Compare murder
mantramantra /m�ntrə/ noun a phrase which is
chanted many times, as in a prayer
manualmanual /m�njuəl/ noun a book of in-
structions � Look in the manual to see if it
tells you how to change the toner car-
tridge.
manufacturemanufacture /�m�njυ |f�ktʃə/ (manu-
factures, manufacturing, manufactured)
verb to make products for sale � We no
longer manufacture tractors here.
manufacturer

� manufacturer /�m�njυ|f�ktʃərə/
noun a person or company producing in-
dustrial products
manufacturing

� manufacturing /�m�njυ |f�ktʃərŋ/
noun the business of making things in large
quantities for sale � Only 25% of the na-
tion’s workforce is now engaged in manu-
facturing.
manuremanure /mə|njυə/ noun animal dung
used as fertiliser on land � The farmers
were out in the field, spreading manure.
manuscriptmanuscript /m�njυskrpt/ noun 1. a
document, letter or poem which has been
written by hand � the sale of several man-
uscript letters by King Charles II � One of
the original manuscripts of the Domesday
Book is kept in London. 2. a handwritten or
typed version of a book which has not been
printed or published � He sent his manu-
script to several publishers, but no one
wanted to publish it.
many

� many /meni/ adj 1. a large number of
things or people � Many old people live on
the south coast. � So many people wanted

rooms that the hotel was booked up. � She
ate twice as many cakes as her sister did. 2.
asking a question � How many times have
you been to France? � How many passen-
gers were there on the plane? � pron a large
number of people � Many of the students
knew the lecturer when he was a student
himself. � Many would say that smoking
should be banned in all public places.
MaoriMaori /maυri/ noun 1. a person of the
race of the original inhabitants of New
Zealand � The Maoris decorated the prows
of their war canoes. 2. the language spoken
by the race of the original inhabitants of
New Zealand
map

� map /m�p/ noun a drawing which
shows a place such as a town, a country or
the world as if it is seen from the air �

Here’s a map of Europe. � The village
where they live is so small I can’t find it on
the map. � Show me on the map where the
mountains are. � They lost their way be-
cause they’d forgotten to take a map.
maplemaple /mep(ə)l/ noun a northern tree,
growing mainly in Canada and the USA,
with sweet sap
marmar /mɑ
/ (mars, marring, marred) verb
to spoil something
marathonmarathon /m�rəθ(ə)n/ noun a race, of-
ten run on roads in a city, covering a dis-
tance of 42 kilometres � She’s training for
the New York marathon.
maraudingmarauding /mə |rɔ
dŋ/ adj moving
from place to place to steal and destroy
things
marblemarble /mɑ
b(ə)l/ noun a very hard type
of stone which can be polished so that it
shines � The entrance hall has a marble
floor. � The table top is made from a single
slab of green marble.
marchmarch /mɑ
tʃ/ noun the act of walking so
that your legs move at exactly the same
times as everyone else’s, especially by sol-
diers � The soldiers were tired after their
long march through the mountains. � verb
(marches, marching, marched) 1. to walk
in this way � The guards marched after the
band. � We were just in time to see the sol-
diers march past. 2. to walk in a protest
march � Thousands of workers marched to
the parliament building. (NOTE: + marcher
n)
March

� March /mɑ
tʃ/ noun the third month of
the year, between February and April
(NOTE: March 6th or March 6: say ‘March
the sixth’ or ‘the sixth of March’ or in US
English: ‘March sixth’.)
maremare /meə/ noun a female horse
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margarinemargarine /�mɑ
d�ə |ri
n/ noun a sub-
stance made from animal or vegetable oil
which is used instead of butter
margin

� margin /mɑ
d�n/ noun a white space
at the edge of a page of writing � Write
your comments in the margin. � We left a
wide margin so that you can write notes in
it.
marginalisemarginalise /mɑ
d�nəlaz/ (margin-
alises, marginalising, marginalised),
marginalize verb to make someone or
something less important
marijuanamarijuana /�m�r |wɑ
nə/ noun a drug
made from hemp
marinamarina /mə |ri
nə/ noun a special harbour
with floating jetties where a large number
of yachts and pleasure boats can be tied up
marinademarinade /m�rned/ noun a mixture of
wine and herbs, etc., in which meat or fish
is soaked before cooking � The marinade
gives a delicious flavour to the meat.
marinatemarinate /m�rnet/ (marinates, mari-
nating, marinated) verb same as marinade
marinemarine /mə|ri
n/ adj referring to the sea �
marine plants and animals
maritalmarital /m�rt(ə)l/ adj referring to a
marriage
marital statusmarital status /�m�rt(ə)l stetəs/
noun the position of being married, di-
vorced or not married
maritimemaritime /m�rtam/ adj referring to
the sea or ships
mark

� mark /mɑ
k/ noun 1. a small spot of a
different colour [~on] � The red wine has
made a mark on the tablecloth. � She has a
mark on her forehead where she hit her
head. 2. the points given to a student
[~for/in] � What mark did you get for your
homework? � She got good marks in Eng-
lish and history. � No one got full marks –
the top mark was 8 out of 10. 3. a particular
point or level � His income has reached the
£100, 000 mark. � verb (marks, marking,
marked) 1. to make a mark or write on
something � The box was marked ‘Fragile’
2. to correct and give points to work � The
teacher hasn’t finished marking our home-
work. � Has the English exam been marked
yet? 3. (in games) to follow an opposing
player closely, so as to prevent him or her
getting the ball

mark down� phrasal verb to reduce the
price of something � We have marked all
prices down by 30% for the sale.
mark up� phrasal verb to increase the
price of something � These prices have
been marked up by 10%. � If retailers
find the discount too low they mark the

prices up to make a better margin.
marked

� marked /mɑ
kt/ adj very obvious, def-
inite � This month’s sales showed a
marked improvement. � His performance
was first class – in marked contrast to his
game last week.
marker

� marker /mɑ
kə/ noun 1. a thing which
marks something � The golfer put down a
marker before moving his ball. 2. a person
who gives a mark to something, e.g. a piece
of work, an examination or an entry in a
competition � Our teacher is a very hard
marker – nobody gets more than seven out
of ten.
market

� market /mɑ
kt/ noun 1. a place
where products such as fruit and vegeta-
bles are sold from small tables, often in the
open air 2. a place where a product is re-
quired or where a product could be sold
[~for/~in] � The potential global market for
this product is enormous. 3. the activity of
trading in goods � the market in luxury im-
ported goods � verb (markets, marketing,
marketed) to sell products using marketing
techniques � This product is being market-
ed in all European countries.
marketablemarketable /mɑ
ktəb(ə)l/ adj which
can be sold easily
market economymarket economy /�mɑ
kt  |kɒnəmi/
noun a system of economy in which prices
and earnings are controlled by the people’s
demands rather than by the government
market forcesmarket forces /�mɑ
kt fɔ
sz/ plural
noun commercial influences which have an
effect on the success of a product or firm �
Market forces decide which firms succeed
and which fail.
market gardenmarket garden /�mɑ
kt (ɑ
d(ə)n/
noun a small farm which grows vegetables
or fruit which are sold in a nearby town
marketing

� marketing /mɑ
ktŋ/ noun the
methods used by a company to encourage
people buy a product
marketplace

� marketplace /mɑ
ktples/ noun 1.
an open space in the middle of a town
where a market is held � The marketplace
is usually right in the centre of a town. 2.
the activity of selling goods or services �

Our sales staff find life difficult in the mar-
ketplace. � What is the reaction to the new
car in the marketplace?
market researchmarket research /�mɑ
kt r |s#
tʃ/
noun the activity of examining the possible
sales of a product and the possible custom-
ers before it is put on the market
market share

� market share /�mɑ
kt ʃeə/ noun the
percentage of possible sales which a com-
pany or product has
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marking

� marking /mɑ
kŋ/ noun 1. the action
of making marks 2. the action of correcting
something, e.g. exercises or homework �

Marking is not a job I like.
marksmanmarksman /mɑ
ksmən/ (plural marks-
men) noun a person who shoots well
mark-upmark-up /mɑ
k �p/ noun an amount
added to the cost price to give the selling
price
marmalade

� marmalade /mɑ
məled/ noun a jam
made from fruits such as oranges, lemons
or grapefruit and eaten at breakfast
maroonmaroon /mə|ru
n/ adj deep purple red �

noun a deep purple-red colour
marqueemarquee /mɑ
 |ki
/ noun a very large tent
marquessmarquess /mɑ
kws/ noun a member
of the nobility, the rank below a duke
marriage

� marriage /m�rd�/ noun 1. the state
of being legally joined as husband and wife
� A large number of marriages end in di-
vorce. � She has two sons by her first mar-
riage. 2. a wedding, the ceremony of being
married � They had a simple marriage,
with just ten guests. � The marriage took
place at the registry office.
married

� married /m�rid/ adj joined as hus-
band and wife � Are you married or sin-
gle? � Married life must suit him – he’s put
on weight.
marrowmarrow /m�rəυ/ noun a large green
vegetable of the pumpkin family, similar to
a large cucumber � His marrow was the
biggest exhibit in the vegetable show.
marry

� marry /m�ri/ (marries, marrying,
married) verb 1. to make two people hus-
band and wife � They were married in
church. 2. to become the husband or wife
of someone � She married the boy next
door. � to get married to someone to be
joined as husband and wife in a ceremony
� They’re getting married next Saturday.
marshmarsh /mɑ
ʃ/ noun an area of wet land
marshalmarshal /mɑ
ʃ(ə)l/ noun 1. a military of-
ficer of the highest rank 2. an organiser of
a race or a show � Marshals tried to direct
the crowds to the grandstands. � Some
marshals rushed to the scene of the crash
and others waved flags to try to stop the
race. 3. US an officer of a court � Federal
marshals raided several houses looking for
a prisoner who had escaped from jail. 4.
US the chief of police or chief of the fire
brigade in an area � verb (marshals, mar-
shalling, marshalled) to organise people
or things into order � Extra police were
brought in to marshal the crowds of fans. �
He tried to marshal the facts but was too

sleepy to think clearly. (NOTE: The US spell-
ing is marshaling – marshaled)
marshmallowmarshmallow /mɑ
ʃ|m�ləυ/ noun a
soft white or pink sweet
marsupialmarsupial /mɑ
|su
piəl/ noun a type of
animal found in Australia, which carries its
young in a pouch in the front of its body
martialmartial /mɑ
ʃ(ə)l/ adj referring to war
(formal)
martial lawmartial law /�mɑ
ʃ(ə)l lɔ
/ noun mainte-
nance of law by the army instead of the po-
lice
MartianMartian /mɑ
ʃ(ə)n/ noun an imaginary
person living on or coming from the planet
Mars � A story about Martians who come
to invade the Earth.
martyrmartyr /mɑ
tə/ noun 1. a person killed or
made to suffer because of his or her beliefs
� St Stephen, the first Christian martyr �

Christian martyrs were killed by the Ro-
mans. � She was a martyr in the cause of
national liberation. 2. a person who pre-
tends to suffer in order to get sympathy �
She sat at the switchboard all day, looking
a real martyr.
martyrdommartyrdom /mɑ
tədəm/ noun the fact
of suffering death for your beliefs
marvelmarvel /mɑ
v(ə)l/ noun a thing which
you think is wonderful � The building is
one of the marvels of the modern age. � It’s
a marvel that she managed to remember
my birthday. � verb (marvels, marvelling,
marvelled) to show wonder or surprise at
someone or something � Everyone mar-
velled at the sheer size of the statue. (NOTE:
marvelling – marvelled but American spell-
ing is marveling – marveled)
marvellous

� marvellous /mɑ
vələs/ adj wonder-
ful (NOTE: The US spelling is marvelous.)
MarxismMarxism /mɑ
ks|�z(ə)m/ noun the polit-
ical theories of Karl Marx, which led to
communism and socialism
marzipanmarzipan /mɑ
zp�n/ noun a paste
made from ground almonds, sugar and egg,
used to cover a fruit cake before icing or to
make individual little sweets
mascaramascara /m�|skɑ
rə/ noun a substance
for making eyelashes dark
mascotmascot /m�skɒt/ noun an object or an-
imal which you think brings good luck
masculine

� masculine /m�skjυln/ adj suitable
for or typical of a man � She had a very
masculine hair style.
masculinitymasculinity /�m�skjυ |lnti/ noun male
qualities, what is typical of a male
mashmash /m�ʃ/ (mashes, mashing,
mashed) verb to crush something into a
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paste � Mash the ingredients together be-
fore adding water. � She mashed the pota-
toes with butter and milk.
maskmask /mɑ
sk/ noun something which
covers or protects your face � The burglars
wore black masks. � He wore a mask to go
diving.
masochismmasochism /m�səkz(ə)m/ noun 1. a
condition in which a person takes sexual
pleasure in being hurt or badly treated 2.
the practice of doing something painful
and enjoying it � Taking all those children
to France sounds more like masochism
than a holiday to me. (NOTE: + masochist
n)
masonrymasonry /mesənri/ noun the stones
used to make a building
masquerademasquerade /�m�skə|red/ (masquer-
ades, masquerading, masqueraded) verb
to pretend to be someone else [~as] � The
thief was masquerading as a policeman.
mass

� mass /m�s/ noun 1. a large number or
large quantity of things � Masses of people
went to the exhibition. � A mass of leaves
blew onto the pavement. � I have a mass of
letters or masses of letters to write. 2. a
Catholic church service � adj involving a
large number of people � They found a
mass grave on the hillside. � The group is
organising a mass protest to parliament. �
verb (masses, massing, massed) to gath-
er in large numbers
massacremassacre /m�səkə/ noun the killing of
a large number of people or animals � Wit-
nesses to the massacre led reporters to a
mass grave in the hillside. (NOTE: + massa-
cre v)
massagemassage /m�sɑ
�/ noun a rubbing of
the body to relieve pain or to get someone
to relax � She gave me a massage. (NOTE: +
massage v)
massive

� massive /m�sv/ adj very large � He
had a massive heart attack. � The company
has massive losses. � A massive rock came
hurtling down the mountainside towards
them.
mass-marketmass-market /m�s mɑ
kt/ adj made
in large quantities for a wide market
mass mediamass media /�m�s mi
diə/ plural noun
the means of passing information to a large
number of people, e.g. newspapers, TV
and radio
mass-producedmass-produced /�m�s prə |dju
st/ adj
manufactured in large quantities
mastmast /mɑ
st/ noun 1. a tall pole on a ship
which carries the sails � The gale was so
strong that it snapped the ship’s mast. 2. a
tall metal structure for broadcasting TV, ra-

dio or mobile phone signals � They have
put up a television mast on top of the hill.
mastermaster /mɑ
stə/ (masters, mastering,
mastered) verb to become skilled at some-
thing � She has mastered the art of TV
newscasting. � Although he passed his
driving test some time ago, he still hasn’t
mastered the art of motorway driving.
mastermindmastermind /mɑ
stəmand/ noun a
very clever person � a criminal master-
mind � verb (masterminds, mastermind-
ing, masterminded) to be the brains be-
hind a plan � The escape was mastermind-
ed by two convicted murderers.
masterpiecemasterpiece /mɑ
stəpi
s/, master-
work noun a very fine painting, book, piece
of music, etc.
master’s degreemaster’s degree /mɑ
stəz d |�(ri
/
noun a degree for further study after a
Bachelor of Arts degree
masterymastery /mɑ
st(ə)ri/ noun 1. the com-
plete understanding of a subject or great
skill at a game � The French side showed
their complete mastery of the game. � Her
mastery of Italian is well-known. 2. having
control over someone or something
masturbatemasturbate /m�stəbet/ (mastur-
bates, masturbating, masturbated) verb
to rub your own sex organs to excite them
and get pleasure (NOTE: + masturbation n)
matmat /m�t/ noun a small piece of some-
thing such as carpet, used as a floor cover-
ing � Wipe your shoes on the mat before
you come in.
match

� match /m�tʃ/ noun 1. a single occa-
sion when two teams or players compete
with each other in a sport � We watched the
football match on TV. � He won the last two
tennis matches he played. 2. a small piece
of wood with a one end which catches fire
when you rub it against a special surface �
He bought a packet of cigarettes and a box
of matches. � She struck a match and lit a
candle. � verb (matches, matching,
matched) to fit or to go with something �
The yellow wallpaper doesn’t match the
bright green carpet.
matchboxmatchbox /m�tʃbɒks/ noun a small
box with matches inside
matching

� matching /m�tʃŋ/ adj which fits or
goes with something
mate

� mate /met/ noun 1. a friend, especially
a man’s friend � He’s gone down to the pub
with his mates. 2. one of a pair of people or
animals, especially where these can pro-
duce young together � verb (mates, mat-
ing, mated) (of animals) to breed � A mule
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is the result of a donkey mating with a
horse.
material

� material /mə |təriəl/ noun 1. some-
thing which can be used to make some-
thing � You can buy all the materials you
need in the DIY shop. 2. cloth � I bought
three metres of material to make curtains.
� What material is your coat made of?
(NOTE: no plural) 3. facts or information �
She’s gathering material for a TV pro-
gramme on drugs. (NOTE: no plural)
materialisematerialise (materialises, materialis-
ing, materialised), materialize (material-
izes, materializing, materialized) verb 1.
to become real � His planned holiday nev-
er materialised. � She promised the staff an
extra week’s holiday but it never material-
ised. 2. to appear � A man on horseback
suddenly materialised out of the mist. � Af-
ter a couple of phone calls, the money we
were owed duly materialised.
materialismmaterialism /mə |təriəlz(ə)m/ noun an
interest only in physical things, especially
money and property, not in spiritual ones
maternalmaternal /mə |t#
n(ə)l/ adj referring to a
mother
mathematicianmathematician /�m�θ(ə)mə |tʃ(ə)n/
noun an expert at mathematics
mathematics

� mathematics /�m�θə|m�tks/,
maths /m�θs/ noun the science of num-
bers and measurements
matinéematinée /m�tne/, matinee noun an af-
ternoon performance of a play or film
matriarchmatriarch /metriɑ
k/ noun a respected
old woman
matrimonymatrimony /m�trməni/ noun the state
of being married
matter

� matter /m�tə/ noun 1. a problem or
difficulty [~with] � You look worried –
what’s the matter? � What’s the matter
with your leg? � there’s something the
matter with my phone my phone is not
working properly 2. a concern or business
[~for] � a serious matter affecting every
family with young children � This is a mat-
ter for discussion with your financial ad-
viser. 3. a particular type of material � We
put rotting vegetable matter on the garden
as fertiliser. � Take some reading matter
for the journey. 4. the substances that eve-
rything that exists is made of � verb (mat-
ters, mattering, mattered) to be important
[~that/~which/whether/how etc] � It doesn’t
matter if you’re late. � His job matters a lot
to him. � Does it matter if we sit by the win-
dow? � as a matter of fact to tell you the
truth � I know Paris quite well, as a matter
of fact I go there every month on business.

� as a matter of course in the usual way �
The police checked his driving licence as a
matter of course. � no matter what what-
ever � No matter what time it is, call the
doctor immediately the symptoms appear.
� no matter how however � No matter how
hard he tried he couldn’t ride a bike.
matter-of-factmatter-of-fact /�m�tər əv f�kt/ adj
practical, not showing any emotion
mattingmatting /m�tŋ/ noun large mats, or
strong material from which mats are made
mattressmattress /m�trəs/ noun a thick pad
forming the part of a bed that you lie on
maturemature /mə|tʃυə/ (matures, maturing,
matured) verb 1. to become mature �
Whisky is left to mature for years. � He ma-
tured a lot during his year in Germany. �
Girls are supposed to mature faster than
boys. 2. to become due for payment � The
policy will mature in 20 years’ time.
maturitymaturity /mə|tʃυərti/ noun 1. the state
of being an adult or of doing things like an
adult � He’s only twelve, yet his painting
already shows signs of considerable matu-
rity. 2. the time when a bond becomes due
to be paid � The bonds have reached matu-
rity.
maulmaul /mɔ
l/ (mauls, mauling, mauled)
verb 1. to attack or handle someone rough-
ly � He was badly mauled by the tiger. 2. to
criticise someone severely � The minister
was mauled by the tabloid press. (NOTE: Do
not confuse with mall.)
mausoleummausoleum /�mɔ
sə|li
əm/ noun a spe-
cial building in which an important person
is buried
mauvemauve /məυv/ noun a light pinkish-pur-
ple colour � She had the dining room walls
painted in mauve. � adj light pinkish purple
maverickmaverick /m�vərk/ noun a person who
is unusual and does not fit into a normal
pattern � She’s a political maverick.
maxmax /m�ks/ abbr maximum
maximmaxim /m�ksm/ noun a wise saying
maximum

� maximum /m�ksməm/ adj the
greatest possible � What is the maximum
number of guests the hotel can take? �

noun the greatest possible number or
amount � The maximum we are allowed to
charge per person is £10. � at the maxi-
mum not more than � We can seat 15 at the
maximum.
may

� may /me/ modal verb 1. it is possible �
Take your umbrella, they say it may rain. �
Here we are sitting in the bar, and he may
be waiting for us outside. � If you don’t
hurry you may not catch the train. 2. it is
allowed � Guests may park in the hotel car

Intermediate.fm  Page 389  Monday, August 23, 2004  5:36 PM



May 390
park free of charge. � You may sit down if
you wish. 3. asking questions politely �
May I ask you a question? � May we have
breakfast early tomorrow as we need to
leave the hotel before 8 o’clock? (NOTE:
The negative is may not. May is usually
used with other verbs and is followed by to.)
May

� May /me/ noun the fifth month of the
year, after April and before June � Her
birthday’s in May. � Today is May 15th. �

She was born on May 15. � We went on
holiday last May. (NOTE: May 15th or May
15: say ‘the fifteenth of May’ or ‘May the fif-
teenth’ or in US English: ‘May fifteenth’.)
maybe

� maybe /mebi/ adv possibly, perhaps
� Maybe the next bus will be the one we
want. � Maybe you should ask a police-
man. � Maybe the weather forecast was
right after all. � maybe not possibly not �
Are you coming? – Maybe not.
mayhemmayhem /mehem/ noun wild confu-
sion (informal)
mayonnaisemayonnaise /�meə|nez/ noun a sauce
for cold dishes, made of oil, eggs and lem-
on juice or vinegar
mayormayor /meə/ noun a person who is chosen
as the official head of a town, city or local
council
mazemaze /mez/ noun 1. a network of puz-
zling paths in which you can get lost � We
couldn’t find our way out of the Hampton
Court maze. � He led me along a maze of
corridors. 2. a complicated network of
things � We have to try to find our way
through the maze of European regulations.
(NOTE: Do not confuse with maize.)
MBMB abbr megabyte
MD

� MD /�em di
/ noun a director who is in
charge of a whole company. Full form
managing director
me

� me /mi
/ pron used by the person who is
speaking to talk about himself or herself �
give me that book � Could you give me that
book, please? � I’m shouting as loud as I
can – can’t you hear me? � She’s much
taller than me. � Who is it? – It’s me! � Can
you hear me? � She’s taller than me.
meadowmeadow /medəυ/ noun a large field of
grass
meagremeagre /mi
(ə/ adj small, not enough
(NOTE: The US spelling is meager.)
meal

� meal /mi
l/ noun an occasion when
people eat food, or the food that is eaten �

Most people have three meals a day –
breakfast, lunch and dinner. � You sleep
better if you only eat a light meal in the
evening. � When they had finished their
evening meal they watched TV. � You can

have your meals in your room at a small
extra charge.
mealtime

mealtime /mi
ltam/ noun a time when
you usually eat
mean

� mean /mi
n/ adj 1. not liking to spend
money or to give people things � Don’t be
mean – let me borrow your car. � She’s
very mean with her money. 2. nasty or un-
pleasant [~to] � The other children were be-
ing mean to him. � That was a mean thing
to say. � He played a mean trick on his
mother. � verb (means, meaning, meant)
1. used when you have not understood
something � Did he mean me when he was
talking about fat old men? � What do you
mean when you say she’s old-fashioned? 2.
to show or represent something [~(that)] �
‘Zimmer’ means ‘room’ in German. �

When a red light comes on it means that
you have to stop. � meant � to mean a lot
or nothing to someone to be very impor-
tant or not important at all � His family
means a lot to him. 3. � to mean to do
something to plan to do something � I
meant to phone you but I forgot.
meander

meander /mi|�ndə/ (meanders, mean-
dering, meandered) verb 1. to wind about
� From the top of the hill you can see how
the river meanders around the town. � The
road meanders through several little vil-
lages. 2. to continue without any aim � The
negotiations meandered on without any de-
cision being reached.
meaning

� meaning /mi
nŋ/ noun what some-
thing represents  � If you want to find the
meaning of the word, look it up in a dic-
tionary. � The meaning of a red light is
pretty clear to me.
meaningful

meaningful /mi
nŋf(ə)l/ adj full of
meaning, significant
meaningless

meaningless /mi
nŋləs/ adj not mean-
ing anything
means

� means /mi
nz/ noun 1. a way or meth-
od of doing something � We’ll have to
write – we can’t contact her by any other
means. � Do we have any means of copying
all these documents quickly? � The bus is
the cheapest means of getting round the
town. 2. money � They’d like to buy a flat
but they don’t have the means. � beyond
someone’s means too expensive for some-
one to buy � by all means of course � By
all means use my phone if you want to. � by
no means not at all � She’s by no means
sure of getting the job. � by means of by
using something � He got her money by
means of a trick.
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means testmeans test /mi
nz test/ noun an in-
quiry to find out how much money some-
one has, to see whether he or she should
qualify for a benefit or grant
meant

� meant /ment/ verb � to be meant to
do something should do something, or
ought to do something � We’re meant to be
at the station at 11 o’clock. � This medi-
cine is not meant to be used by children. �
Trains are meant to leave every half-hour.
� mean
meantime

� meantime /mi
ntam/ � in the
meantime meanwhile, during this time �

We waited for her for hours in the rain, and
in the meantime, she was happily sitting at
home watching TV. � The new stadium will
be finished by Easter but in the meantime
we will still have to use the old one.
meanwhile

� meanwhile /mi
nwal/ adv during
this time � She hid under the table – mean-
while, the footsteps were coming nearer.
measure

� measure /me�ə/ noun 1. an action �
a safety measure � What measures are you
planning to fight air pollution? � The gov-
ernment has taken measures to reduce
street crime. 2. a certain amount or size �

We have no accurate measure of the pres-
sure inside the volcano. � There was a
measure of truth in what she said. � verb
(measures, measuring, measured) 1. to
find out the length or quantity of some-
thing � She measured the window for cur-
tains. � He measured the size of the gar-
den. 2. to be of a certain size or quantity �
a package which measures or a package
measuring 10cm by 25cm � How much do
you measure round your waist? � The table
measures four foot long by three foot wide.
measured tread

measured tread /me�əd tred/ � with
measured tread in a slow and stately way
measurement

� measurement /me�əmənt/ noun a
quantity or size, found by measuring � He
took the measurements of the room. � The
piano won’t go through the door – are you
sure you took the right measurements? �
The measurements of the box are 25cm x
20cm x 5cm.
meat

� meat /mi
t/ noun food from an animal
or bird � Can I have some more meat,
please? � Would you like meat or fish for
your main course? � I like my meat very
well cooked.
meatymeaty /mi
ti/ adj with a lot of details or
information � a meaty report
meccamecca /mekə/ noun a place which at-
tracts a large number of people � It’s a
mecca for motor-racing enthusiasts.

mechanicmechanic /m|k�nk/ noun a person
who works on machines
mechanicalmechanical /m|k�nk(ə)l/ adj relating
to machines � Engineers are trying to fix a
mechanical fault.
mechanismmechanism /mekənz(ə)m/ noun 1. the
working parts of a machine � If you take
the back off the watch you can see the del-
icate mechanism. 2. a way in which some-
thing works � The mechanism for award-
ing government contracts.
medalmedal /med(ə)l/ noun a round metal ob-
ject, made to represent an important occa-
sion or battle, and given to people who
have performed well
medallionmedallion /mə |d�liən/ noun a round
piece of metal worn round the neck on a
chain as an ornament
medallistmedallist /med(ə)lst/ noun a person
who wins a medal in a competition (NOTE:
The US spelling is medalist.)
meddlemeddle /med(ə)l/ (meddles, meddling,
meddled) verb to interfere in something
that is nothing to do with you [~in/with] �

Don’t meddle in matters that don’t concern
you. (NOTE: do not confuse with medal)
media

� media /mi
diə/ noun newspapers, TV
and radio � The book attracted a lot of in-
terest in the media. � mass media � plural
of medium
mediatemediate /mi
diet/ (mediates, mediat-
ing, mediated) verb to intervene to try to
bring agreement between two opponents
(NOTE: + mediator n)
medicmedic /medk/ noun a doctor (informal )
medical

� medical /medk(ə)l/ adj relating to
medicine � She’s a medical student. � The
Red Cross provided medical help.
medicationmedication /�med|keʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
drugs taken by a patient � Are you taking
any medication? 2. treatment by giving
drugs � The doctor prescribed a course of
medication.
medicinalmedicinal /mə|ds(ə)n(ə)l/ adj referring
to medicine � He has a drink of whisky be-
fore he goes to bed for medicinal purposes.
medicine

� medicine /med(ə)s(ə)n/ noun 1. a
drug taken to treat a disease � If you have a
cough you should take some cough medi-
cine. � The chemist told me to take the
medicine four times a day. � Some cough
medicines make you feel sleepy. 2. the
study of diseases and how to cure or pre-
vent them � He went to university to study
medicine. (NOTE: no plural in this sense)
medieval

� medieval /�medi|i
v(ə)l/ adj referring
to the Middle Ages
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mediocremediocre /�mi
di |əυkə/ adj ordinary, not
particularly good
meditatemeditate /medtet/ (meditates, medi-
tating, meditated) verb 1. to remain in a
calm, silent state, without thought � Don’t
disturb him – he’s meditating. 2. to think
deeply about something [~on/about] � The
accident made them spend some time med-
itating on how they spent their lives.
MediterraneanMediterranean /�medtə |reniən/ adj
referring to the Mediterranean Sea, be-
tween Europe and Africa, and the countries
surrounding it � The Mediterranean cli-
mate is good for olives. � She has bought a
villa on one of the Mediterranean islands.
medium

� medium /mi
diəm/ adj middle, aver-
age � He is of medium height.
medium-sizedmedium-sized /mi
diəm sazd/ adj
which is neither very large nor very small
medium wavemedium wave /mi
diəm wev/ noun a
radio frequency range between 200 and
1000 metres
medleymedley /medli/ noun a mixture of differ-
ent things, such as pieces of music
meekmeek /mi
k/ adj humble, always willing
to do what other people want, feeling you
are not important
meet

� meet /mi
t/ (meets, meeting, met)
verb 1. to come together with someone
[~for] � He met her at the railway station. �
We’ll meet for lunch before we go to the
cinema. � to meet to do something to
come together with someone to discuss
something or make a decision � We met the
builder yesterday to discuss the plans for
our new house. 2. to get to know someone
� I’ve never met your sister. – Come and
meet her then! � Have you met our sales
manager? – Yes, we have already met. 3. to
produce a particular response � The
school’s proposal met strong opposition
from parents. 4. to satisfy what is necessary
� Does the car now meet the standards set
by the motor racing authorities? � The
company will meet your expenses. 5. to join
at a particular point � Several streets meet
at Piccadilly Circus. � If you draw a diag-
onal line from each corner of a square to
the opposite corner, the two lines will meet
in the centre.

meet up� phrasal verb (of several peo-
ple) to come together
meet with� phrasal verb 1. to find or to
come up against a problem � The ad-
vancing soldiers met with stiff resistance.
� She met with an accident on the escala-
tor. 2. to have an accident � She met with
an accident on the escalator. 3. usually

US to meet someone � He met with the
sales people in New York.

meeting

� meeting /mi
tŋ/ noun an occasion on
which people come together, especially in
order to discuss something
[~of/~about/on/~with] � The next meeting of
the club will be next month. � There will be
another meeting about safety procedures
soon. � I had a meeting with my boss this
morning.
megabytemegabyte /me(əbat/ noun a unit of
storage for a computer equal to 1,048,576
bytes. Abbreviation MB
megahertzmegahertz /me(ə |�h#
ts/ (plural same)
noun a unit equal to one million hertz
megalomaniacmegalomaniac /�me(ələυ |meni�k/
adj a person who enjoys having power over
other people
megaphonemegaphone /me(əfəυn/ noun a metal
trumpet which makes the voice sound
louder
melancholymelancholy /melənk(ə)li/ noun great
sadness � There was an air of melancholy
as the contents of the house were auc-
tioned.
melaninmelanin /melənn/ noun a substance
that gives colour to skin, hair and eyes
melanomamelanoma /�melə |nəυmə/ noun a ma-
lignant type of skin tumour
meleemelee /mele/, mêlée noun 1. a noisy
confused fight 2. a confused mixture of
people or things
mellowmellow /meləυ/ (mellows, mellowing,
mellowed) verb 1. to become soft or rich �
Time has mellowed the brickwork to a soft
deep red. 2. to become ripe, to mature �
You should leave the wine to mellow for
some years.
melodramamelodrama /meləυdrɑ
mə/ noun a
play or event that is full of excitement and
violent emotions
melodramaticmelodramatic /�melədrə |m�tk/ adj
full of violent and exaggerated emotions
melodymelody /melədi/ (plural melodies) noun
a tune
melon

� melon /melən/ noun a large round
fruit which grows on a plant which grows
near the ground
melt

� melt /melt/ (melts, melting, melted)
verb 1. to change from a solid to a liquid by
heating, or to cause a solid to do this � If
the sun comes out your snowman will melt.
� The heat of the sun melted the road. �
Glass will melt at very high temperatures.
2. to disappear

melt down phrasal verb to heat metal and
make it into blocks so that it can be used
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again � They stole the rings and melted
them down into gold bars.

melt awaymelt away verb to go gradually � The ri-
oters melted away when the police ap-
peared.
meltdownmeltdown /meltdaυn/ noun the col-
lapse of a nuclear power station because of
overheating (informal)
melting potmelting pot /meltŋ pɒt/ noun a place
where people of different origins come to
live together
member

� member /membə/ noun 1. a person
who belongs to a group � The two boys
went swimming while the other members of
the family sat on the beach. � Three mem-
bers of staff are away sick. 2. an organisa-
tion or country which belongs to a group �
the members of the United Nations � the
member states of the EU
Member of Parliament

� Member of Parliament /�membər
əv pɑ
ləmənt/ noun a person elected to
represent a constituency in Parliament
(NOTE: often abbreviated to MP)
membership

� membership /membəʃp/ noun 1.
the state of belonging to a group � I must
remember to renew my membership. �
Membership costs £50 a year. 2. the mem-
bers of a group � The club has a member-
ship of five hundred.
membrane

� membrane /membren/ noun 1. a
thin layer of tissue which lines or covers
part of the inside of the body � A mem-
brane connecting the tongue to the bottom
of the mouth. 2. a thin material � The metal
is covered with a waterproof membrane.
mementomemento /mə|mentəυ/ (plural memen-
tos or mementoes) noun a thing kept to re-
mind you of something
memo

� memo /meməυ/ noun a note or short
message between people working in the
same organisation
memoirsmemoirs /memwɑ
z/ plural noun an au-
tobiographical work, written in a less for-
mal way than a full autobiography � The
general spent his retirement writing his
memoirs.
memorabiliamemorabilia /�mem(ə)rə|bliə/ noun
things which used to belong to a famous
person or organisation and are kept to re-
mind you of them
memorablememorable /mem(ə)rəb(ə)l/ adj which
you cannot forget easily
memorandummemorandum /�memə|r�ndəm/ (plu-
ral memorandums or memoranda) noun a
short note (NOTE: often shortened to memo)
memorialmemorial /m |mɔ
riəl/ noun a monu-
ment to remind you of something or some-

one � The mayor unveiled the memorial to
the dead poet.
memorisememorise (memorises, memorising,
memorised), memorize verb to learn
something thoroughly so that you know
and can repeat all of it
memory

� memory /mem(ə)ri/ (plural memo-
ries) noun 1. (in people) the ability to re-
member [/~for] � I have a clear memory of
my first visit to France. � My memory for
faces is poor. 2. (in computers) the capacity
for storing information � This computer
has a much larger memory than the old
one.
men

� men /men/ plural of man
menacemenace /mens/ noun 1. someone or
something which can harm people � She’s
an absolute menace on the motorway. 2. a
tone which threatens � The menace in his
voice made her shiver. � verb (menaces,
menacing, menaced) to threaten � The
members of the gang were menaced with
imprisonment. � Several regions are men-
aced by drought.
mend

� mend /mend/ (mends, mending,
mended) verb to make something work
which has a fault � She’s trying to mend the
washing machine.
meningitismeningitis /�menn|d�ats/ noun an in-
flammation of the membranes which sur-
round the brain and spinal cord, where the
patient has violent headaches, fever, and
stiff neck muscles, and can become deliri-
ous
menopausemenopause /menəpɔ
z/ noun the time
when a woman stops menstruating and can
no longer have children
menstrualmenstrual /menstruəl/ adj referring to
menstruation
menstruatemenstruate /menstruet/ (menstru-
ates, menstruating, menstruated) verb to
bleed from the uterus during menstruation
(NOTE: + menstruation n)
mental

� mental /ment(ə)l/ adj relating to the
mind � I’ve lost my calculator – how’s
your mental arithmetic?
mentalitymentality /men |t�lti/ noun a way of
thinking which is typical of someone or of
a group
mentallymentally /ment(ə)li/ adv concerning the
ability to think � They were tested mentally
and physically.
mention

� mention /menʃən/ (mentions, men-
tioning, mentioned) verb to refer to some-
thing [~(that)] � The press has not men-
tioned the accident. � Can you mention to
everyone that the date of the next meeting
has been changed?
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mentormentor /mentɔ
/ noun a person who
teaches, or helps younger people starting
their careers
menu

� menu /menju
/ noun 1. a list of food
available in a restaurant � The lunch menu
changes every week. � Some dishes are not
on the menu, but are written on a black-
board. 2. a list of choices available on a
computer program
MEPMEP abbr Member of the European Par-
liament
mercenarymercenary /m#
s(ə)n(ə)ri/ (plural mer-
cenaries) noun a soldier who is paid to
fight for a foreign country � He was one of
a group of mercenaries hired to protect the
president. � The national army was mainly
formed of foreign mercenaries.
merchandise

� merchandise /m#
tʃəndaz/ noun
goods for sale
merchandisingmerchandising /m#
tʃ(ə)n |�dazŋ/
noun products such as toys and clothes
which are related to a popular film, TV
programme, sports team, or event
merchantmerchant /m#
tʃənt/ noun a business-
man who buys and sells a particular prod-
uct � a tobacco merchant � a wine mer-
chant
merchant bank

� merchant bank /m#
tʃənt b�ŋk/
noun a bank which lends money to compa-
nies, not to people
merchant navymerchant navy /�m#
tʃənt nevi/,
merchant marine noun a country’s com-
mercial ships
mercifulmerciful /m#
sf(ə)l/ adj kind and for-
giving, showing mercy � They decided to
confess their crime and hope the king
would be merciful.
mercilessmerciless /m#
sləs/ adj showing no
mercy
mercymercy /m#
si/ noun 1. kindness towards
unfortunate people � The parents of the lit-
tle boy pleaded with the kidnappers for
mercy. 2. a gift of fate � at the mercy of de-
pendent on � Cricket games are always at
the mercy of the weather. � The success of
the garden party is very much at the mercy
of the weather.
mere

� mere /mə/ adj simply, only
merely

� merely /məli/ adv simply, only � I’m
not criticising you – I merely said I would
have done it differently.
mergemerge /m#
d�/ (merges, merging,
merged) verb to join together with some-
thing
mergermerger /m#
d�ə/ noun the joining to-
gether of two companies

meridianmeridian /mə|rdiən/ noun an imaginary
line running from the North Pole to the
South Pole at right angles to the equator (lit-
erary)
meringuemeringue /mə |r�ŋ/ noun a sweet baked
dessert made of egg whites and sugar
merit

� merit /mert/ noun the quality of being
good or excellent � There is some merit in
what he says, but I can’t agree with all of
it. � This picture has no artistic merit what-
soever. � verb (merits, meriting, merited)
to be worthy of or to deserve something �

The plan merits further discussion. � Her
essay only merited a ‘B+’.
mermaidmermaid /m#
med/ noun an imaginary
creature, half woman and half fish
merrymerry /meri/ (merrier, merriest) adj 1.
happy and cheerful � I wish you a Merry
Christmas. 2. slightly drunk � We all got a
bit merry that evening.
merry-go-roundmerry-go-round /meri (əυ �raυnd/
noun (in a fairground) a large machine,
which turns round and plays music, usually
with horses to sit on which move up and
down
meshmesh /meʃ/ noun an arrangement of
threads with spaces in between like a net �

We put wire mesh round the chicken pen to
keep foxes out. � verb (meshes, meshing,
meshed) (of gears) to link together with
cogs on another wheel � For some reason
the gears on my bike don’t mesh together
properly.
mess

� mess /mes/ noun dirt or disorder � The
milk bottle broke and made a mess on the
floor. � We had to clear up the mess after
the party.

mess about� phrasal verb 1. to spend
your spare time doing something without
having planned what to do � He spends
his weekends messing about in the gar-
den. 2. � to mess someone about to treat
someone badly (informal) � If you start
messing me about, there’ll be trouble. �

The garage has messed me about so
much I’m going to take my car some-
where else for servicing.
mess up� phrasal verb 1. to make dirty
� You’ve messed up your brand new
school uniform! � I hope it doesn’t mess
up your arrangements. 2. to spoil some-
thing � I’m sorry we can’t come – I hope
it doesn’t mess up your arrangements.

message

� message /mesd�/ noun information
which is sent to someone � I will leave a
message with his secretary. � Can you give
the director a message from his wife? � We
got his message by e-mail.
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messagingmessaging /mesd�ŋ/ noun the proc-
ess of sending a message using an electron-
ic messaging system
messenger

� messenger /mesnd�ə/ noun a per-
son who brings a message
messiahmessiah /m|saə/ noun 1. a person who
has a great impact on something � the mes-
siah of the ecological movement 2. Messi-
ah a name Christians use for Jesus Christ �
For Christians, Christmas celebrates the
birth of the Messiah. 3. a person whom the
Jews expect will come to free them � The
coming of the Messiah is prophesied in the
Book of Isaiah.
messy

� messy /mesi/ (messier, messiest) adj
1. dirty � Making pottery is a messy busi-
ness. � Little children are always messy
eaters. 2. unpleasant and disorganised � It
was a long messy divorce case.
met

� met /met/ past tense and past participle
of meet
metabolismmetabolism /mə |t�bəlz(ə)m/ noun
chemical processes which are continually
taking place in organisms and which are
essential to life
metal

� metal /met(ə)l/ noun a material, such
as iron, which can carry heat and electricity
and is used for making things � a metal fry-
ing pan � These spoons are plastic but the
knives are metal.
metallicmetallic /me |t�lk/ adj like metal, refer-
ring to metal � Suddenly we heard a quiet
metallic sound, like a chain being moved.
metamorphosismetamorphosis /�metə|mɔ
fəss/
(plural metamorphoses) noun a change to
something quite different, especially an in-
sect’s change of form
metaphormetaphor /metəfə/ noun a way of de-
scribing something by giving it the quali-
ties of something else, as in ‘our eagle-
eyed readers soon spotted the mistake.’
Compare simile
mete

mete verb
mete out phrasal verb to give a punish-
ment

meteormeteor /mi
tiə/ noun a solid body which
enters the earth’s atmosphere from outer
space, usually burning up and shining
brightly as it does so
meteoricmeteoric /�mi
ti|ɒrk/ adj sudden, unex-
pected and very noticeable
meteoritemeteorite /mi
tiərat/ noun a piece of
solid rock which falls from outer space
onto the earth’s surface
meteorologymeteorology /�mi
tiə |rɒləd�i/ noun the
study of climate and weather (NOTE: + me-
teorologist n)

meter

� meter /mi
tə/ noun 1. a piece of equip-
ment for counting how much of something
such as time, water or gas has been used �
He came to read the gas meter. 2. US spell-
ing of metre
methadonemethadone /meθədəυn/ noun a syn-
thetic painkilling drug, used as a substitute
for heroin in the treatment of addiction
method

� method /meθəd/ noun a way of doing
something � We use the most up-to-date
manufacturing methods. � What is the best
method of payment?
methodicalmethodical /m |θɒdk(ə)l/ adj done
carefully, in an orderly way � The police
carried out a methodical search of the
house room by room.
methodologymethodology /�meθə |dɒləd�i/ noun
methods used in a certain process or study
meticulousmeticulous /m|tkjυləs/ adj being very
careful about details � to be meticulous in
doing something or about something to
pay great attention to detail when you do
something � He is very meticulous in send-
ing off his tax return on time. � They were
not very meticulous about their payments.
metre

� metre /mi
tə/ noun a standard meas-
urement of length, equal to 100 centime-
tres
metricmetric /metrk/ adj using the metre as a
basic measurement
metrometro /metrəυ/, Metro noun (in some
towns) an underground railway system
metropolismetropolis /m |trɒpəls/ noun a large
capital city
metropolitanmetropolitan /�metrə |pɒlt(ə)n/ adj re-
ferring to a large capital city � She spent
her childhood in a little village and found
it difficult to get used to the metropolitan
bustle of central London.
Mexican waveMexican wave /�mekskən wev/ noun
an action when people watching an event
stand up, raise their arms in turn, and then
sit down, giving the impression of a wave
running through the crowd
miaowmiaow /mjaυ/ noun a call made by a cat
� We heard plaintive miaows coming from
inside the cupboard. � verb (miaows, mi-
aowing, miaowed) to make a miaow � The
cat was miaowing to be let in. (NOTE: [all
senses] The US spelling is meow.)
mice

� mice /mas/ plural of mouse
microbemicrobe /makrəυb/ noun a very small
organism which can only be seen with a
microscope
microchipmicrochip /makrəυtʃp/ noun a very
small part, used in computers, with elec-
tronic connections on it
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microcosmmicrocosm /makrəυkɒz(ə)m/ noun a
miniature version
microorganismmicroorganism /�makrəυ |

ɔ
(ənz(ə)m/ noun a very small organism
which can only be seen with a microscope
microphone

� microphone /makrəfəυn/ noun a
piece of electrical equipment used for mak-
ing someone’s voice louder, or for record-
ing sound � He had difficulty in making
himself heard without a microphone.
microprocessormicroprocessor /makrəυ |�prəυsesə/
noun the central processing unit inside a
microcomputer
microscopemicroscope /makrəskəυp/ noun a
piece of equipment which makes things
look much bigger than they really are, al-
lowing you to examine things which are
very small
microscopicmicroscopic /�makrə|skɒpk/ adj ex-
tremely small, or so small that you need to
use a microscope to see it
microwavemicrowave /makrəwev/ noun a small
oven which cooks very quickly using very
short electric waves � Put the dish in the
microwave for three minutes. � verb (mi-
crowaves, microwaving, microwaved) to
cook something in a microwave � You can
microwave those potatoes.
mid-airmid-air /�md eə/ adj, adv in the air, fly-
ing � The two planes collided in mid-air. �
A mid-air collision between the two planes.
midday

� midday /�md|de/ noun twelve
o’clock in the middle of the day
middle

� middle /md(ə)l/ adj in the centre;
halfway between two ends � They live in
the middle house, the one with the green
door. � in the middle 1. in the centre � She
was standing in the middle of the road, try-
ing to cross over. � Chad is a country in the
middle of Africa. 2. halfway through a pe-
riod of time � We were woken in the middle
of the night by a dog barking. � We were
just in the middle of eating our supper
when they called. � His telephone rang in
the middle of the meeting. � The house was
built in the middle of the eighteenth centu-
ry.
middle-aged

� middle-aged /�md(ə)l ed�d/ adj
between approximately 40 and 60 years
old
middle class

� middle class /�md(ə)l klɑ
s/ noun a
social or economic group of people who
usually have more than enough money to
live on, and who often own their own prop-
erty
Middle EnglandMiddle England /�md(ə)l ŋ(lənd/
noun the section of English society which
is regarded as socially traditional

middle groundmiddle ground /md(ə)l (raυnd/ noun
a position between extremes of opinion
middlemanmiddleman /md(ə)l |�m�n/ (plural mid-
dlemen) noun a businessman who buys
from the manufacturer and sells to custom-
ers
middle managementmiddle management /�md(ə)l
m�nd�mənt/ noun departmental man-
agers who are not as important as directors
middle namemiddle name /md(ə)l nem/ noun a
second given name of someone
middle-of-the-roadmiddle-of-the-road /�md(ə)l əv ðə
rəυd/ adj (in politics) of the centre, moder-
ate
middle schoolmiddle school /md(ə)l sku
l/ noun a
state school for children in the UK from
age 8 to 13
midfieldmidfield /mdfi
ld/ noun 1. the central
section of a football pitch � The goalkeeper
kicked the ball to midfield. 2. the players
who play in the midfield � The midfield is
the most important section of a football
team.
midfieldermidfielder /md |�fi
ldə/ noun a member
of a football team active in the central area
of the playing field, often both in attack
and defence
midgetmidget /md�t/ noun a very short per-
son (offensive)
midnight

� midnight /mdnat/ noun twelve
o’clock at night � I must go to bed – it’s af-
ter midnight. � We only reached the hotel
at midnight.
midriffmidriff /mdrf/ noun the front part of
your body above the waist and below the
chest
midst

� midst /mdst/ noun middle
midsummermidsummer /�md|s�mə/ noun the mid-
dle of the summer
midtermmidterm /�mid |t#
m/ noun a point half-
way through an academic term, or through
a term of office � midterm elections � We
have our midterm exam next week. Com-
pare half-term
midwaymidway /�md|we/ adv half-way � We
arranged to meet them midway between
London and Oxford. � The lights went out
midway through the performance.
midweekmidweek /�md|wi
k/ adj, adv in the
middle of the week � If you travel mid-
week, the fares are higher than if you travel
at the weekend.
midwifemidwife /mdwaf/ (plural midwives)
noun a professional nurse who helps a
woman give birth, often at home (formal)
midwintermidwinter /md|wntə/ noun the middle
of the winter
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miffedmiffed /mfd/ adj feeling annoyed or of-
fended
might

� might /mat/ modal verb 1. it is possi-
ble � Take an umbrella – it might rain. � If
he isn’t here, he might be waiting outside.
� I might call in to see you tomorrow if I
have time. � That was a stupid thing to do
– you might have been killed! � They might
win, but I wouldn’t bet on it. 2. should
(have done) � You might try and stay
awake next time. � he might have done
something to help it would have been bet-
ter if he had done something to help � you
might have told me I wish you had told
me � You might have told me you’d invited
her as well. 3. making a request politely �
Might I have another cup of tea? 4. used
for suggesting something � You might like
to read this book. � We haven’t got any
bread left, but you might try the shop on the
corner. (NOTE: The negative is might not or,
especially in speaking, mightn’t. might is
usually used with other verbs and is not fol-
lowed by to. Note also that might is used as
the past tense of may: They said they might
cancel the event if the weather was wet.) �
noun strength � She pulled at it with all her
might, and still could not move it. � All the
might of the armed forces is displayed dur-
ing the National Day parade. � might
(just) as well used to refer to a different
course of action � They said the photos will
be ready in 20 minutes, so we might as well
wait. � The letter was too late for the post,
so I might as well have left it until tomor-
row.
mightn’tmightn’t short for might not
mightymighty /mati/ (mightier, mightiest) adj
having a lot of force or strength (literary) �
With one mighty heave he lifted the sack
onto the lorry. � All she could remember
was getting a mighty blow on the head, and
then everything went black.
migrainemigraine /mi
(ren, ma(ren/ noun a
sharp headache often associated with vom-
iting and seeing bright lights
migrantmigrant /ma(rənt/ noun a worker who
moves from one job to another or from one
country to another to look for work � The
government is trying to prevent migrants
coming into the country.
migratemigrate /ma |(ret/ (migrates, migrat-
ing, migrated) verb to move from one
place to another as the weather becomes
warmer or colder (NOTE: + migration n)
mikemike /mak/ abbr microphone (informal)
mild

� mild /mald/ adj 1. not severe � There
was some mild criticism, but generally the

plan was welcomed. � He had a mild heart
attack and was soon back to work again. 2.
not strong-tasting � We’ll choose the mild-
est curry on the menu.
mile

� mile /mal/ noun a measure of length,
equal to 1.61 kilometres � He thinks noth-
ing of cycling ten miles to work every day.
� The car can’t go any faster than sixty
miles per hour. � The line of cars stretched
for three miles from the road works.
mileagemileage /mald�/ noun 1. the distance
travelled in miles 2. � to get a lot of or
more mileage out of something to take as
much advantage as possible of something
� Can we get any more mileage out of his
appearance on TV?
mileometermileometer /ma|lɒmtə/, milometer
noun a device in a vehicle for recording the
distance travelled
milestonemilestone /malstəυn/ noun an impor-
tant point in time � This year marks an im-
portant milestone in the firm’s history.
milieumilieu /mi
lj#
/ noun a society which
surrounds someone
militantmilitant /mltənt/ noun 1. a person who
is very active in supporting a cause or a po-
litical party � The party must keep its mili-
tants under control. 2. a person who sup-
ports a policy of using violence to achieve
aims � A few militants in the march started
throwing stones at the police. (NOTE: + mil-
itancy n)
military

� military /mlt(ə)ri/ adj relating to the
armed forces � The two leaders discussed
the possibility of military intervention. �
Military spending has fallen over the past
three years.
militiamilitia /m |lʃə/ noun an emergency po-
lice force organised like an army
milk

� milk /mlk/ noun a white liquid pro-
duced by some female animals to feed their
young, especially the liquid produced by
cows � Do you want milk with your coffee?
� Can we have two glasses of milk, please?
� Don’t forget to buy some milk, there’s
none in the fridge.
milkmanmilkman /mlkmən/ (plural milkmen)
noun a man who brings milk to each house
in the morning
milk shakemilk shake /mlk ʃek/ noun a drink
made by beating milk with sweet liquid or
fruit
mill

� mill /ml/ noun 1. a small machine for
turning seeds into powder � There is a pep-
per mill on the table. 2. a large factory � a
paper mill
millenniummillennium /m|leniəm/ (plural millen-
nia) noun a period of a thousand years
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milligrammilligram /ml(r�m/ noun one thou-
sandth of a gram
millilitremillilitre /ml |�li
tə/ noun a unit of meas-
urement of liquid, equal to one thousandth
of a litre (NOTE: usually written ml after fig-
ures. The US spelling is millimeter.)
millimetre

� millimetre /mlmi
tə/ noun one of a
thousand parts of a metre (NOTE: usually
written mm after figures: 35mm. The US
spelling is millimeter.)
million

� million /mljən/ noun the number
1,000,000
millionaire

� millionaire /�mljə |neə/ noun a per-
son who has more than a million pounds or
a million dollars (NOTE: To show the curren-
cy in which a person is a millionaire, say ‘a
dollar millionaire’, ‘a sterling millionaire’,
etc.)
millionth

� millionth /mljənθ/, 1,000,000th adj,
noun relating to 1,000,000 in a series �

noun number 1,000,000 in a series
millisecondmillisecond /ml |�sekənd/ noun a unit
of measurement of time, equal to one thou-
sandth of a second
mimemime /mam/ (mimes, miming, mimed)
verb to tell a story or show emotions
through gestures � He mimed getting into a
car and driving off. (NOTE: + mime n)
mimicmimic /mmk/ noun a person who imi-
tates � A good mimic imitates a person’s
body language as well as their voice. �

verb (mimics, mimicking, mimicked) to
copy the way someone speaks or behaves,
especially to amuse other people
minmin abbr 1. minimum 2. minute
mince

� mince /mns/ � he didn’t mince his
words he said what he had to say in a
straightforward way
mind

� mind /mand/ noun the part of the body
which controls memory and reasoning  �
His mind always seems to be on other
things. � I’ve forgotten her name – it just
slipped my mind. � I think about her night
and day – I just can’t get her out of my
mind. � My mind went blank as soon as I
saw the exam paper. � to bear in mind to
remember something that might change a
decision � Bear in mind that it takes 2
hours to get there. � Bear me in mind when
you’re looking for help. � verb (minds,
minding, minded) 1. to be careful [~(that)]
� Mind the plate – it’s hot! � Mind that you
don’t forget the meeting starts early at 4
o’clock. 2. to be annoyed or upset by some-
thing [~if/~(that)] � There aren’t enough
chairs, but I don’t mind standing up. � No-
body will mind if you’re late. � He didn’t
mind that his daughter had forgotten his

birthday. 3. to look after someone or some-
thing for someone, or while the owner is
away � Have you got anyone to mind the
children when you start work? � never
mind don’t worry � Never mind – you’ll
get another chance to enter the competi-
tion next year. � would or do you mind
asking politely � Do you mind if I open the
window? � Would you mind shutting the
door? � wouldn’t mind would rather like �
I wouldn’t mind a cup of coffee. � mind
your own business! don’t interfere with
other people’s affairs � to have something
in mind to be planning a decision about
something or someone � Let’s do some-
thing unusual this weekend – what do you
have in mind? � to have something on
your mind to be worrying about something
� She’s not her usual cheery self today – I
think she’s got something on her mind. � to
take someone’s mind off something to try
to stop someone worrying about something
� Let’s go out to take your mind off your in-
terview. � to make up your mind (to do
something) to decide (to do something) �

I can’t make up my mind whether to take
the afternoon off to do some shopping or
stay in the office and work. � She couldn’t
make up her mind what clothes to wear to
the wedding. � to change your mind to de-
cide to do something different � He was
going to go by car but then changed his
mind and went by bus. � He has decided to
go on holiday next week and nothing will
make him change his mind. � to be in two
minds about something not to be sure
about something, to be undecided � I’m in
two minds about his proposal.
mind-blowingmind-blowing /mand bləυŋ/ adj ex-
tremely impressive, surprising or shocking
minderminder /mandə/ noun a person who
protects someone (informal) � bodyguard 1
mindfulmindful /mandf(ə)l/ adj remembering
or thinking about something carefully
when doing something � He is mindful of
his responsibilities as a parent, even
though his job often takes him away from
home. � You should be mindful of the risks
you are taking in not following the guide-
lines.
mindlessmindless /mandləs/ adj stupid, done
without thinking
mindsetmindset /mandset/ noun a way of
thinking, general attitude to things
mine

� mine /man/ pron belonging to me �

That book is mine. � Can I borrow your
bike, mine’s been stolen. � She’s a great
friend of mine. � noun a deep hole in the
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ground from which substances such as coal
are taken � The coal mine has stopped
working after fifty years. � He has shares
in an African gold mine.
minefieldminefield /manfi
ld/ noun 1. an area of
land or sea where mines have been laid �
Minefields lay along both sides of the road.
2. a difficult and dangerous situation � Try-
ing to find your way round EU agriculture
regulations is an absolute minefield. � The
company got caught up in the minefield of
government tax regulations.
minerminer /manə/ noun a person who works
in a mine (NOTE: Do not confuse with mi-
nor.)
mineralmineral /mn(ə)rəl/ noun a substance,
such as rock, which is dug out of the earth,
or which is found in food � What is the
mineral content of spinach? � The compa-
ny hopes to discover valuable minerals in
the mountains.
mineral watermineral water /mn(ə)rəl �wɔ
tə/ noun
water from a spring
minglemingle /mŋ(əl/ (mingles, mingling,
mingled) verb 1. to mix together � The fla-
vours of chocolate and lemon mingle deli-
ciously. 2. to mix, to join in a party � The
host and hostess started to mingle with
their guests.
mini-mini- /mni/ adj, prefix very small
miniatureminiature /mntʃə/ adj much smaller
than the usual size � He has a miniature
camera.
minibarminibar /mni |�bɑ
/ noun a refrigerator in
a hotel room containing cold drinks
minibusminibus /mnib�s/ noun a small bus
holding about twelve passengers
minicabminicab /mni |�k�b/ noun a car which a
person drives as a taxi
minimalminimal /mnm(ə)l/ adj very low or
small, the smallest possible
minimalismminimalism /mnm(ə)l|�z(ə)m/ noun
1. a movement of abstract artists who pro-
duce paintings and sculptures that make
use of basic colours and geometric shapes
in impersonal arrangements. The move-
ment started in New York in the 1960s. 2. a
simple style in art, design or literature 3. a
style in music with a simplicity of rhythm
and tone
minimiseminimise /mnmaz/ (minimises, min-
imising, minimised), minimize (minimiz-
es, minimizing, minimized) verb to reduce
to the smallest amount; to make something
seem very small
minimum

� minimum /mnməm/ adj smallest
possible � The minimum amount you can
save is £25 per month. � The minimum age

for drivers is 18. � noun the smallest possi-
ble amount � We try to keep expenditure to
a minimum. � She does the bare minimum
of study, just enough to pass her exams.
minimum wageminimum wage /�mnməm wed�/
noun the lowest hourly wage which a com-
pany can legally pay its workers
miningmining /manŋ/ noun 1. the action of
taking coal and other minerals out of the
land � We used a Welsh mining village as a
base for climbing in the mountains. � The
company is engaged in mining for dia-
monds or in diamond mining. 2. the process
of placing mines underground or under wa-
ter � The mining of the harbour was car-
ried out by marines.
miniskirtminiskirt /mni|�sk#
t/ noun a skirt
which is very short
minister

� minister /mnstə/ noun 1. the mem-
ber of a government in charge of a depart-
ment � The inquiry is to be headed by a
former government minister. � He was the
Minister of Defence in the previous gov-
ernment. 2. a clergyman
ministerialministerial /�mn |stəriəl/ adj referring
to a government minister
ministry

� ministry /mnstri/ (plural ministries)
noun a government department � He works
in the Ministry of Defence. (NOTE: In the UK
and the USA, important ministries are also
called departments: the Department of
Work and Pensions, the Commerce Depart-
ment.)
minkmink /mŋk/ noun a small animal whose
fur is very valuable � Mink are now found
in the wild in Britain.
minnowminnow /mnəυ/ noun a very small
freshwater fish
minor

� minor /manə/ adj not very serious or
important � It was just a minor injury. �

She has a minor role in the film. � He
played a minor part in the revolution. �
noun a person under the age of 18, who is
not considered to be an adult � We are for-
bidden to serve alcohol to minors. (NOTE:
Do not confuse with miner.)
minority

� minority /ma |nɒrti/ noun 1. a
number or quantity which is less than half
of a total � A large minority of members
voted against the proposal. � in the mi-
nority being less than half of the members
� The men are in the minority. 2. the period
when a person is less than 18 years old �
During the king’s minority the country was
ruled by his uncle.
mintmint /mnt/ (mints, minting, minted) verb
to make coins � British coins are minted by
the Royal Mint.
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minus

� minus /manəs/ prep 1. reduced by �
Ten minus eight equals two (10 – 8 = 2). �
Net salary is gross salary minus tax and
National Insurance deductions. 2. below �
It was minus 10 degrees (-10°) outside.
minusculeminuscule /mnskju
l/ adj very small
minus signminus sign /manəs san/, minus noun
a symbol, (-), used to show a negative
quantity or subtraction
minuteminute1 /mnt/ noun 1. one of 60 parts
of an hour � There are sixty minutes in an
hour, and sixty seconds in a minute. � The
doctor can see you for ten minutes only. �

The house is about ten minutes’ walk or is
a ten-minute walk from the office. 2. a very
short space of time � I’ll be ready in a
minute. � Why don’t you wait for a minute
and see if the dentist is free? � I won’t be a
minute I’ll be very quick � I’m just going
to pop into the bank – I won’t be a minute.
� at any minute, any minute now very
soon � I expect the train to arrive at any
minute.
minute

minute2 /ma |nju
t/ adj extremely small
� A minute piece of dust must have got into
the watch.
minutesminutes /mnts/ plural noun notes taken
of what has been said at a meeting � Who
volunteers to take the minutes of the meet-
ing? � Copies of the minutes of the last
meeting will be sent to all members of the
committee.
miraclemiracle /mrək(ə)l/ noun 1. a very lucky
event � It was a miracle she was not killed
in the accident. 2. an event which you can-
not explain, and which people believe hap-
pens by the power of God � She went to the
shrine and was cured – it must have been a
miracle.
miraculousmiraculous /m|r�kjυləs/ adj wonder-
ful, which cannot be explained
miragemirage /mrɑ
�/ noun an imaginary
sight caused by hot air, such as an oasis
seen in a desert
mirror

� mirror /mrə/ noun a piece of glass
with a metal backing which reflects an im-
age � They looked at themselves in the mir-
ror.
mirthmirth /m#
θ/ noun enjoyment, especially
shown by laughter
misapprehension

misapprehension /�ms�pr |

henʃ(ə)n/ noun an incorrect understand-
ing
misbehave

misbehave /�msb |hev/ (misbehaves,
misbehaving, misbehaved) verb to behave
badly

misbehaviourmisbehaviour /msb |hevjə/ noun bad
behaviour (NOTE: The US spelling is misbe-
havior.)
misc.misc. abbr miscellaneous
miscalculatemiscalculate /ms |k�lkjυlet/ (miscal-
culates, miscalculating, miscalculated)
verb to calculate wrongly (NOTE: + miscal-
culation n)
miscarriagemiscarriage /msk�rd�/ noun the loss
of a baby during pregnancy � She had two
miscarriages before having her first child.
miscarrymiscarry /ms|k�ri/ (miscarries, mis-
carrying, miscarried) verb 1. (of a plan) to
go wrong 2. to produce a baby which is not
sufficiently developed to live � She miscar-
ried three months into her pregnancy.
miscellaneousmiscellaneous /msə|leniəs/ adj vari-
ous or mixed, not all of the same sort
mischiefmischief /mstʃf/ noun behaviour, es-
pecially by children, which causes trouble
� to make mischief to make trouble for
other people � She’s always trying to make
mischief between me and the boss.
mischievousmischievous /mstʃvəs/ adj enjoying
annoying people and causing trouble �

He’s a very mischievous little boy. � She
had a mischievous look in her eyes.
misconceptionmisconception /�mskən |sepʃən/
noun a mistaken idea
misconductmisconduct /ms |kɒnd�kt/ noun a
wrong action by a professional person or
worker
misdeedmisdeed /ms |di
d/ noun a wicked ac-
tion
misdemeanourmisdemeanour /�msd |mi
nə/ noun a
minor crime (NOTE: The US spelling is mis-
demeanor.)
miserablemiserable /mz(ə)rəb(ə)l/ adj 1. very
sad � She’s been really miserable since her
boyfriend left her. 2. (of weather) bad or un-
pleasant � What miserable weather – will it
ever stop raining?
misery

� misery /mzəri/ noun great unhappi-
ness
misfiremisfire /ms |faə/ (misfires, misfiring,
misfired) verb not to fire properly
misfitmisfit /msft/ noun a person who does
not fit in with a group, who does not fit into
society
misfortune

� misfortune /ms|fɔ
tʃən/ noun 1. bad
luck � It was his misfortune to be born in
the year when his father was declared
bankrupt. 2. a piece of bad luck � Misfor-
tunes never come singly.
misgivingmisgiving /ms |(vŋ/ noun a doubt or
fear that something will go wrong
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misguidedmisguided /ms|(add/ adj based on
wrong decisions
mishandlemishandle /ms |h�nd(ə)l/ (mishan-
dles, mishandling, mishandled) verb 1. to
deal with a situation badly 2. to treat some-
thing roughly
mishapmishap /msh�p/ noun a little accident
mishmashmishmash /mʃ |�m�ʃ/ noun a confusing
mixture
misinformmisinform /�msn|fɔ
m/ (misinforms,
misinforming, misinformed) verb to give
someone the wrong information
misinterpretmisinterpret /�msn |t#
prt/ (misinter-
prets, misinterpreting, misinterpreted)
verb not to understand correctly
misjudgemisjudge /ms |d��d�/ (misjudges, mis-
judging, misjudged) verb 1. to judge
wrongly � He misjudged the distance he
had to jump and fell into the ditch. 2. to
form a wrong opinion about someone or
something � I thought he was lazy, but I
obviously misjudged him.
mislaymislay /ms |le/ (mislays, mislaying,
mislaid) verb to put something down and
not to remember where it is
misleadmislead /ms |li
d/ (misleads, mislead-
ing, misled) verb to give someone wrong
information
mismanagementmismanagement /ms |m�nd�mənt/
noun bad organisation and management
(NOTE: + mismanage v)
mismatchmismatch /msm�tʃ/ noun a badly
matched pair
misnomermisnomer /ms |nəυmə/ noun a wrong
name
misogynistmisogynist /m |sɒd�ənst/ noun a man
who hates women
misplacedmisplaced /�ms |plest/ adj directed at
the wrong person or thing
misprintmisprint /msprnt/ noun a mistake in
printing
mispronouncemispronounce /�msprə |naυns/ (mis-
pronounces, mispronouncing, mispro-
nounced) verb to pronounce a sound or
word wrongly
misquotemisquote /ms |kwəυt/ (misquotes,
misquoting, misquoted) verb to quote
someone or something incorrectly
misreadmisread /ms |ri
d/ (misreads, misread-
ing, misread) verb 1. to read something in-
correctly 2. to misinterpret something
misrepresentmisrepresent /�msrepr|zent/ (mis-
represents, misrepresenting, misrepre-
sented) verb to report what someone
thinks wrongly (NOTE: + misrepresenta-
tion n)

miss

� miss /ms/ verb (misses, missing,
missed) 1. not to hit something that you
are trying to hit � He missed the target. �

She tried to shoot the rabbit but missed. 2.
not to see, hear or notice someone or some-
thing � We missed the road in the dark. � I
missed the article about books in yester-
day’s evening paper. � I arrived late, so
missed most of the discussion. 3. not to
catch something that you are trying to
catch � He tried to catch the ball but he
missed it. � She missed the last bus and had
to walk home. 4. to be sad because some-
one is not there any more � We’ll all miss
Jack when he retires. � to miss doing
something to be sad because you are not
doing something any more � I miss living
by the sea. � noun an instance of not hitting
something that you are trying to hit � He
hit the target twice and then had two miss-
es.

miss out on� phrasal verb not to enjoy
something because you are not there
miss out� phrasal verb to leave out, to
forget to put in

Miss

� Miss /ms/ noun a polite title given to a
girl or woman who is not married � Have
you met Miss Jones, our new sales manag-
er? � The letter is addressed to Miss Anne
Smith. (NOTE: used before a surname, or a
first name and surname)
missile

missile /msal/ noun a weapon which is
sent or thrown � They think the plane was
brought down by an enemy missile. � They
threw missiles at the police.
missing

� missing /msŋ/ adj lost, which is not
there � I’m looking for my missing car
keys. � They found there was a lot of money
missing. � The police searched everywhere
for the missing children.
mission

� mission /mʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. an aim or
purpose for which someone is sent � The
students were sent on a mission to find the
best place to camp. 2. a group of people
sent somewhere with a particular aim � a
United Nations peace mission � Several
firms took part in a business mission to Ja-
pan. � A rescue mission was sent out into
the mountains.
missionary

missionary /mʃ(ə)n(ə)ri/ (plural mis-
sionaries) noun a person who tries to con-
vert people to his or her religion � Europe-
an missionaries tried to convert the inhab-
itants of the Pacific Islands.
mission statement

mission statement /mʃ(ə)n
�stetmənt/ noun a statement which gives
the aims of an organisation
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misspellmisspell /ms |spel/ (misspells, mis-
spelling, misspelt) verb to spell wrongly
mistmist /mst/ noun tiny drops of water that
hang in the air � Early morning mist cov-
ered the fields.
mistake

� mistake /m |stek/ noun an act or be-
lief that is wrong � There are lots of mis-
takes in this essay. � You’ve made a mis-
take – my name is David, not John. � verb
(mistakes, mistaking, mistook, mistaken)
to not understand or not realise something
� There’s no mistaking him, with his red
hair and purple anorak. � by mistake as an
accident � They sent the wrong items by
mistake. � By mistake she put my letter into
an envelope for the chairman. � We took
the wrong bus by mistake. � He put my coat
on by mistake in the cloakroom.
mistaken

� mistaken /m |stekən/ adj wrong
mistermister /mstə/ noun a way of addressing
a man (= Mr.) � What’s the time, mister?
mistook

� mistook /m|stυk/ past tense of mis-
take
mistreatmistreat /ms |tri
t/ (mistreats, mistreat-
ing, mistreated) verb to treat something or
someone badly or roughly
mistressmistress /mstrəs/ noun 1. a woman
who has a sexual relationship with a man
without being married to him � She had en-
gaged a detective to follow her husband
and photograph him with his mistress. 2. a
woman teacher � the geography mistress 3.
a woman in charge of or who owns an ani-
mal � The dog chased after a rabbit but
came back when his mistress whistled.
mistrustmistrust /ms |tr�st/ noun not having
any confidence � The occupying army
aroused considerable mistrust in the local
population. (NOTE: + mistrust v)
misunderstandmisunderstand /�ms�ndə |st�nd/
(misunderstands, misunderstanding,
misunderstood) verb not to understand
correctly
misunderstandingmisunderstanding /�ms�ndə |

st�ndŋ/ noun a situation where some-
thing has not been understood correctly
misunderstoodmisunderstood /�ms�ndə|stυd/ adj
not appreciated because people do not un-
derstand you. � misunderstand
misusemisuse1 /ms |ju
s/ noun a wrong use �

The directors of the charity were accused
of misuse of funds.
misusemisuse2 /ms|ju
z/ (misuses, misusing,
misused) verb to use something in a wrong
way � She misused the money which she
had been given to look after. � He felt mis-
used when the company refused to help
him.

mitemite /mat/ noun 1. a tiny animal of the
spider family which lives in soil or is a par-
asite on animals or plants � House mites
can cause allergies. 2. a very small child �

The poor little mite looks half-starved.
mitigatemitigate /mt(et/ (mitigates, mitigat-
ing, mitigated) verb to make less serious
(NOTE: + mitigation n)
mittmitt /mt/ noun a padded glove worn by a
baseball player
mix

� mix /mks/ (mixes, mixing, mixed)
verb to combine things � She made the
cake by mixing eggs and flour.

mix up� phrasal verb to think that a per-
son or thing is someone or something
else � I always mix her up with her sister.

mixed

� mixed /mkst/ adj 1. made up of differ-
ent things put together � The recipe uses
mixed herbs. 2. involving different age
groups, ethnic groups or sexes � The reac-
tion to the proposal has been rather mixed
– some people approve, but others disap-
prove. 3. involving some good things and
some bad things � There has been a mixed
reaction to our proposal. � in mixed com-
pany when both men and women are to-
gether � That’s not the sort of joke you can
tell in mixed company.
mixed blessingmixed blessing /mkst blesŋ/ noun
something which can have advantages and
disadvantages as well
mixed saladmixed salad noun a salad that includes
lettuce, cucumbers, tomatoes and other
vegetables
mixed schoolmixed school /mkst sku
l/ noun a
school for both boys and girls
mixed upmixed up /�mkst �p/ adj confused in
your mind � to be mixed up in or with to
be part of or involved in something � He
was mixed up in the bank scandal. � How
did she get mixed up with those awful peo-
ple?
mixermixer /mksə/ noun a machine for mix-
ing
mixture

� mixture /mkstʃə/ noun 1. a number
of things mixed together � a mixture of
flour, fat and water 2. something made up
of different types of thing � His latest
paintings are a strange mixture of shapes
and colours.
mix-upmix-up /mks �p/ noun a confusion
moanmoan /məυn/ noun a low sound made by
someone who is in pain or upset � The res-
cue team could hear moans from under the
wreckage. � When she read the news she
gave a loud moan. � verb (moans, moan-
ing, moaned) to make a low sound as if
you are in pain � I could hear someone
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moaning in the bathroom. � They could
hear someone moaning in the cellar.
moatmoat /məυt/ noun a wide ditch with water
in it, made as a protection round a castle or
town
mobmob /mɒb/ noun a large number of people
behaving in a noisy, angry or uncontrolled
way � Mobs of looters ran through the
streets. � An angry mob surged towards the
factory gates.
mobile

� mobile /məυbal/ adj able to move or
be moved � a mobile library � noun 1. a
mobile phone � I’ll call him on his mobile.
� He gave me the number of his mobile. 2.
an object made of small pieces of metal,
card etc., which when hung up move
around with the movements of the air �

They bought a mobile of clowns to hang
over the baby’s cot.
mobile homemobile home /�məυbal həυm/ noun
US a large caravan in which people can live
permanently, which is usually based in a
special park
mobile phone

� mobile phone /�məυbal fəυn/ noun
a small telephone which you can carry
around. Compare landline
mobilitymobility /məυ |blti/ noun being able to
move easily
mobstermobster /mɒbstə/ noun especially US a
member of a criminal gang (informal)
mochamocha /mɒkə/ noun 1. a type of strong
dark coffee 2. a coffee and chocolate fla-
vouring used in baking
mockmock /mɒk/ (mocks, mocking, mocked)
verb to laugh at someone or something in
an unkind way � Don’t mock the singer –
he’s doing the best he can.
mockerymockery /mɒkəri/ noun 1. a thing which
is only a bad imitation, which is of no use
� The trial was a mockery of justice. 2. the
action of laughing at someone or some-
thing in an unkind way � He could see the
mockery in her eyes. � to make a mockery
of something to make something seem
useless � The exam makes a mockery of the
government’s insistence on educational
standards.
mock-upmock-up /mɒk �p/ noun a scale model
of a new product for testing purposes
modal verbmodal verb /məυd(ə)l v#
b/ noun a
verb such as ‘can’, which is used with an-
other verb to express an idea such as possi-
bility
mode

� mode /məυd/ noun a way of doing
something
model

� model /mɒd(ə)l/ noun 1. a small ver-
sion of something larger � The exhibition
has a model of the new town hall. � He

spends his time making model planes. 2. a
good example of something [/~for] � The
conference was a model of good organisa-
tion. � Their report can be used as a model
for all the other departments. 3. a person
who wears new clothes to show them to
customers � He used only top models to
show his designs during the London Fash-
ion Week. 4. a particular type of product
produced at a particular time � This is this
year’s model. � He bought a 1979 model
Mini. � verb (models, modelling, mod-
elled) 1. to wear newly designed clothes to
show to customers � She is modelling the
autumn collection by Dior. 2. to make
shapes in clay � He modelled a statue of
the little girl. 3. to copy something [~on] �
The garden is modelled on the famous one
at Versailles.
modelling

modelling /mɒd(ə)lŋ/ noun 1. the job
of being a fashion model � With your looks
you could take up modelling as a career. 2.
the process of making models (NOTE: [all
senses] The US spelling is modeling.)
modem

� modem /məυdem/ noun a device
which links a computer to the telephone
lines, so as to send data. Full form modula-
tor-demodulator
moderate

moderate1 /mɒd(ə)rət/ adj not exces-
sive � She had moderate success in her ex-
ams. � The economy has ended a period of
steady moderate growth. � The union’s
wage demands are really quite moderate. �
noun a person whose political ideas are not
very violent � After years of struggle the
moderates have gained control of the par-
ty.
moderate

moderate2 /mɒdəret/ (moderates,
moderating, moderated) verb to make or
become less strong � They moderated their
demands. � As the wind moderated, the
waves became smaller.
moderation

moderation /�mɒdə |reʃ(ə)n/ noun the
fact of not being excessive
modern

� modern /mɒd(ə)n/ adj referring to the
present time � It is a fairly modern inven-
tion – it was patented only in the 1980s. �

You expect really modern offices to have
air-conditioning systems.
modern-day

modern-day /mɒd(ə)n de/ adj 1. at the
present time � Modern-day living is be-
coming more and more stressful. 2. exist-
ing now, but very similar to somebody or
something that existed in the past � The
army needs a modern-day Napoleon to
lead it. � He’s a modern-day equivalent of
a Victorian factory owner.
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modernitymodernity /mɒ|d#
nəti/ noun the quali-
ty or idea of being modern or up-to-date
modern languagesmodern languages /�mɒd(ə)n
l�ŋ(wd�z/ plural noun languages which
are spoken today � She’s studying German
and Italian in the modern languages de-
partment.
modestmodest /mɒdst/ adj not telling other
people about your achievements � He was
very modest about his gold medal.
modestymodesty /mɒdsti/ noun 1. the quality
of being modest � Modesty forbids me to
mention all my other achievements. 2. the
quality of not being excessive, being quite
small � We think he stole some money from
the petty cash box, but in view of the mod-
esty of the sum involved, we won’t report it
to the police. 3. a reservation about show-
ing parts of your body
modicummodicum /mɒdkəm/ noun a fairly
small amount
modification

� modification /�mɒdf |keʃ(ə)n/
noun an alteration 
modifiermodifier /mɒd|�faə/ noun a word or
phrase that affects the meaning of another,
usually describing it or restricting its
meaning. ‘Pink’ in the phrase ‘the pink rib-
bon’ and ‘fire’ in the compound ‘fire
alarm’ are modifiers.
modifymodify /mɒdfa/ (modifies, modifying,
modified) verb to change something to suit
a different situation � The design was mod-
ified to make the car faster.
modularmodular /mɒdjυlə/ adj made of various
modules
module

� module /mɒdju
l/ noun a part of
something such as a course of study, which
is made up of various sections � The sci-
ence course is made up of a series of mod-
ules.
mogulmogul /məυ((ə)l/ noun the boss of a
large business organisation, especially a
film or a TV company
mohairmohair /məυheə/ noun a very soft wool
from a type of goat
moist

� moist /mɔst/ adj slightly wet, often in
a pleasant way � To clean the oven, just
wipe it with a moist cloth. � The cake
should be moist, not too dry.
moistenmoisten /mɔs(ə)n/ (moistens, mois-
tening, moistened) verb to make slightly
wet
moisture

� moisture /mɔstʃə/ noun small drops
of water in the air or on a surface (NOTE: no
plural)
moisturisemoisturise (moisturises, moisturising,
moisturised), moisturize (moisturizes)

verb to rub a cream or liquid onto your skin
to prevent it from being dry
molarmolar /məυlə/ noun a large back tooth
used for grinding food
molassesmolasses /mə|l�sz/ noun a thick black
syrup removed from sugar as it is being re-
fined (NOTE: The usual British term is black
treacle.)
moldmold /məυld, məυldi/, moldy US spell-
ing of mould, mouldy
mole

� mole /məυl/ noun 1. a small animal
with soft dark grey fur, which lives under
the ground 2. a small dark spot on the skin
� She has a little mole on her cheek. � The
doctor removed a mole from the back of her
hand.
moleculemolecule /mɒlkju
l/ noun the smallest
unit in a substance that can exist by itself
molestmolest /mə |lest/ (molests, molesting,
molested) verb to attack a child or a wom-
an, especially in a sexual way
mollifymollify /mɒlfa/ (mollifies, mollifying,
mollified) verb to make someone less an-
noyed or less upset
molluscmollusc /mɒləsk/ noun an animal with
no backbone, but usually with a soft body
and a shell, such as a snail or an oyster
(NOTE: The US spelling is mollusk.)
mollycoddlemollycoddle /mɒli |�kɒd(ə)l/ (molly-
coddles, mollycoddling, mollycoddled)
verb to treat someone in an overprotective
and overindulgent way
moltenmolten /məυltən/ adj which has become
liquid with heat � molten lava
mom

� mom /mɒm/ noun US a child’s name
for mother (informal) � His mom always
waits for him outside school. (NOTE: The
British term is mum or mummy.)
moment

� moment /məυmənt/ noun a very
short time � Can you please wait a moment
– the doctor is on the phone? � I only saw
her for a moment. � in a moment in a short
time from now
momentarymomentary /məυmənt(ə)ri/ adj which
only lasts for a short time
momentousmomentous /məυ |mentəs/ adj very im-
portant
momentummomentum /məυ |mentəm/ noun a for-
ward movement
Mon.Mon. abbr Monday
monarchmonarch /mɒnək/ noun the king or
queen
monarchymonarchy /mɒnəki/ (plural monar-
chies) noun 1. a system of government
with a hereditary ruler such as a king or
queen � There’s a big debate about wheth-
er we should get rid of the monarchy and
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become a republic. 2. a country ruled by a
monarch � All European countries with
kings or queens are constitutional monar-
chies.
monasterymonastery /mɒnəst(ə)ri/ (plural mon-
asteries) noun a religious establishment
where monks live; the buildings of such a
place. Compare convent
Monday

� Monday /m�nde/ noun the first day
of the working week, the day between Sun-
day and Tuesday � Some stores are shut on
Mondays. � She had to go to the doctor last
Monday. � The 15th is a Sunday, so the
16th must be a Monday.
monetary

� monetary /m�nt(ə)ri/ adj referring
to money or currency
money

� money /m�ni/ noun 1. coins or notes
which are used for buying things � How
much money have you got in the bank? �

He doesn’t earn very much money. � We
spent more money last week than in the
previous month. � We ran out of money in
Spain and had to come home early. 2. the
type of coins and notes used in a country �

I want to change my British pounds into
Mexican money. 3. � to make money to
make a profit
money marketmoney market /m�ni �mɑ
kt/ noun a
market for buying and selling short-term
loans
money ordermoney order /m�ni �ɔ
də/ noun a doc-
ument which can be used for passing mon-
ey from one person to another through the
post
mongrelmongrel /m�ŋ(rəl/ adj, noun a dog of
mixed breed � They’ve bought a mongrel
puppy.
monitor

� monitor /mɒntə/ noun the screen of
a computer, or a small television screen
used for checking what is happening � My
computer has a colour monitor. � Details
of flight arrivals and departures are dis-
played on monitors around the airport. �
verb (monitors, monitoring, monitored) to
check or to watch over the progress of
something � Doctors are monitoring her
heart condition. � How do you monitor the
performance of the sales staff?
monkmonk /m�ŋk/ noun a man who is a mem-
ber of a religious group who live together
in a monastery, away from other people.
Compare friar (NOTE: The equivalent wom-
en are nuns.)
monkeymonkey /m�ŋki/ noun a tropical animal
which lives in trees and normally has a
long tail � Monkeys ran up the trees look-
ing for fruit.

monkey businessmonkey business /m�ŋki �bznəs/
noun tricks, cheating
monkey wrenchmonkey wrench /m�ŋki rentʃ/ noun a
large spanner with an adjustable grip
monochromemonochrome /mɒnəkrəυm/ adj ap-
pearing only in black, white or grey
monogamousmonogamous /mə |nɒ(əməs/ adj
where a person has only one husband or
wife
monogamymonogamy /mə |nɒ(əmi/ noun the sys-
tem of marriage to only one person at a
time
monogrammonogram /mɒnə(r�m/ noun the ini-
tials of a name linked together artistically
monolingualmonolingual /�mɒnəυ |lŋ(wəl/ adj 1.
speaking only one language 2. written or
made in only one language
monolithmonolith /mɒnəlθ/ noun 1. a tall rock
standing by itself 2. something large, un-
changeable and out-of-date, especially a
long-established organisation
monolithicmonolithic /� mɒnə |lθk/ adj 1. built us-
ing very large stones or blocks of some
other material 2. large, uniform in charac-
ter, and slow to change
monologuemonologue /mɒnəlɒ(/ noun a long
speech by one actor or other person alone
(NOTE: The US spelling is monolog.)
monopolisemonopolise /mə |nɒpəlaz/ (monopo-
lises, monopolising, monopolised), mo-
nopolize verb to use something entirely for
yourself � Don’t monopolise the computer
– let some of the others have a go.
monopolymonopoly /mə |nɒpəli/ (plural monopo-
lies) noun a system where one person or
company supplies all of a product in one
area without any competition
monorailmonorail /mɒnəυ |�rel/ noun a railway
in which trains travel along a single rail
monosyllabicmonosyllabic /�mɒnəυs |l�bk/ adj 1.
(of words) with only one syllable � mono-
syllabic words such as ‘hat’ and ‘cat’ 2.
using short simple words and not saying
much � In answer to the reporters’ ques-
tions he gave a series of monosyllabic re-
plies.
monosyllablemonosyllable /mɒnəυ |�sləb(ə)l/ noun
a word which only has one syllable
monotonemonotone /mɒnətəυn/ noun 1. a sound
that stays at the same pitch without rising
or falling 2. a lack of variety in colour, or
some other quality
monotonousmonotonous /mə |nɒt(ə)nəs/ adj bor-
ing and never changing
monotonymonotony /mə |nɒt(ə)ni/ noun a lack of
variety, which leads to boredom
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monsoonmonsoon /mɒn |su
n/ noun a season of
wind and rain in tropical countries � At last
the monsoon brought relief after the hot
dry summer.
monstermonster /mɒnstə/ noun a strange and
frightening animal � The Loch Ness Mon-
ster is said to be a large dinosaur living in
the bottom of Loch Ness in Scotland. � She
drew a picture of a green monster with pur-
ple horns and huge teeth. � adj very large �
Look at the monster cabbage Dad’s grown
in the garden. � What a monster sandwich!
monstrositymonstrosity /mɒn|strɒsti/ noun a hor-
rible, large, ugly thing
monstrousmonstrous /mɒnstrəs/ adj 1. huge and
ugly � a monstrous sea serpent 2. very
shocking or unfair � That’s a monstrous
accusation.
month

� month /m�nθ/ noun one of the twelve
parts that a year is divided into � December
is the last month of the year. � What day of
the month is it today? � There was a lot of
hot weather last month, in fact it was hot
all month long. � She’s taken a month’s
holiday to visit her parents in Australia. �
We haven’t had any homework for months.
monthly

� monthly /m�nθli/ adj, adv happening
every month � He is paying for his car by
monthly instalments. � My monthly salary
cheque is late. � She gets paid monthly.
monumentmonument /mɒnjυmənt/ noun a stone,
building or statue, built in memory of
someone who is dead � They put up a mon-
ument to the people from the village who
died in the war.
monumentalmonumental /�mɒnjυ |ment(ə)l/ adj 1.
very large and impressive � Brahms’ mon-
umental Fourth Symphony 2. very serious �
He made a monumental error.
moomoo /mu
/ (moos, mooing, mooed) verb
to make a noise like a cow � The cows were
mooing because they wanted to be milked.
(NOTE: + moo n)
mood

� mood /mu
d/ noun 1. the way you are
feeling at a particular time � Wait until
she’s in a good mood and then ask her. �
The boss is in a terrible mood this morn-
ing. � Her mood changed as soon as she
opened the letter. � A mood of gloom fell
over the office. 2. a period of bad temper �
Don’t talk to the boss – he’s in one of his
moods.
moodymoody /mu
di/ (moodier, moodiest) adj
often in a bad temper; changing quickly
from being in a good mood to a bad one
(NOTE: + moodily adv)
moon

� moon /mu
n/ noun an object in the sky
like a planet which goes round the Earth

and shines at night � The first man walked
on the moon in 1969. � The moon is shin-
ing very brightly tonight. � There’s no
moon because it’s cloudy. � once in a blue
moon very rarely (informal ) � We only go to
the theatre once in a blue moon. � to be
over the moon about something to be
very happy and excited � She’s over the
moon about her exam results. � They’re ab-
solutely over the moon with their first baby.
moonbeammoonbeam /mu
nbi
m/ noun a ray of
light from the moon
moonlight

� moonlight /mu
nlat/ noun the light
from the moon � We could see the path
clearly in the moonlight.
moonlightingmoonlighting /mu
nlatŋ/ noun the
activity of doing a second job, usually in
the evening, separate from your regular job
(informal)
moonlitmoonlit /mu
nlt/ adj lit by light from
the moon
moor

� moor /mυə/ noun a large area of poor
land covered with grass and small bushes �
The horsemen galloped across the moor. �

The Lake District is wild country, full of
moors and forests. � verb (moors, moor-
ing, moored) to attach a boat to something
� The boat was moored to the river bank. �
He moored his boat with a piece of rope.
mooringmooring /mυərŋ/ noun 1. a place where
a boat, ship, or aircraft can be held still or
tied up 2. a chain or rope used for holding
still or tying up a boat, ship, or aircraft
moosemoose /mu
s/ (plural same) noun a large
deer from North America
mootmoot /mu
t/ (moots, mooting, mooted)
verb to raise a question � The idea was first
mooted in 1967.
mopmop /mɒp/ (mops, mopping, mopped)
verb to wash something with a mop � She
was mopping the kitchen floor.

mop up� phrasal verb 1. to clear up spilt
liquid � Use a cloth to mop up the water
on the floor. � We spent days mopping up
after the floods. 2. to overcome small
groups of enemy fighters � It took our
soldiers several days to mop up the last
pockets of enemy resistance in the moun-
tains.

mopemope /məυp/ (mopes, moping, moped)
verb to sit miserably, thinking about how
bad things are
mopedmoped /məυped/ noun a two-wheeled
cycle with a low-powered engine (NOTE: Do
not confuse with the verb moped /məυpd/
.)
moral

� moral /mɒrəl/ adj 1. relating to right
and wrong behaviour � Judges have a mor-
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al obligation to be impartial. � He refused
to join the army on moral grounds. 2. relat-
ing to good behaviour � She’s a very moral
person. � noun something which you can
learn from a story [~of] � There must be a
moral in this somewhere. � The moral of
the story is that if you always tell lies, no
one will believe you when you tell the truth.
morale

� morale /mə|rɑ
l/ noun a confident
feeling
moralisemoralise /mɒrəlaz/ (moralises, moral-
ising, moralised), moralize verb to draw a
lesson from a story or event
moralisticmoralistic /�mɒrə |lstk/ adj attempting
or intending to teach people the difference
between right and wrong
moralitymorality /mə |r�lti/ noun a sense of
moral standards
morallymorally /mɒrəli/ adv according to the
principles of correct human behaviour
moral supportmoral support /�mɒrəl sə |pɔ
t/ noun
encouragement and support intended to
give someone more confidence
moratoriummoratorium /�mɒrə |tɔ
riəm/ (plural
moratoriums or moratoria) noun a tempo-
rary stop, such as to repayments of money
owed
morbidmorbid /mɔ
bd/ adj showing an un-
healthy interest in death or unpleasant
things � Even as a little boy he showed a
morbid curiosity in skeletons. � All this
talk about death and decomposition seems
distinctly morbid to me.
more

� more /mɔ
/ adj extra, which is added �
Do you want any more tea? � There are
many more trains during the week than at
the weekend. � adv used with adjectives to
make the comparative form � The dog was
more frightened than I was. � She is much
more intelligent than her sister. � The din-
ner was even more unpleasant than I had
thought it would be. � pron an extra thing
or amount � Is there any more of that soup?
� £300 for that suit – that’s more than I can
afford! � We’ve only got nine men, we need
two more to make a football team.
moreover

� moreover /mɔ
r |əυvə/ adv in addi-
tion � Its freezing cold, and moreover
you’re too young to go out in the dark.
morguemorgue /mɔ
(/ noun a building where
dead bodies are kept before being buried
morning

� morning /mɔ
nŋ/ noun the first part
of the day, before 12 o’clock � Every
morning he took his briefcase and went to
the office. � Tomorrow morning we will be
meeting our Japanese agents. � Have you
read the morning paper? � If we want to be

in Paris for lunch you have to get the early
morning train.
moronmoron /mɔ
rɒn/ noun a very stupid per-
son (insult)
morosemorose /mə |rəυs/ adj miserable and bad-
tempered
morphinemorphine /mɔ
fi
n/ noun a drug made
from opium, used to relieve pain
morselmorsel /mɔ
s(ə)l/ noun a small piece,
particularly of food
mortalmortal /mɔ
t(ə)l/ adj 1. human and
therefore bound to die 2. referring to injury
serious enough to cause someone to die �
He suffered a mortal blow in the fight. �
noun an ordinary human being (informal)
mortality

� mortality /mɔ
 |t�lti/ noun the state
of being a human, and knowing that all hu-
man beings must die � Having a heart at-
tack makes you acutely aware of your own
mortality.
mortallymortally /mɔ
t(ə)li/ adv ending in death
� He was mortally wounded in battle.
mortarmortar /mɔ
tə/ noun a bowl for crushing
things with a pestle � Crush the seeds with
a mortar and pestle.
mortgage

� mortgage /mɔ
(d�/ noun an agree-
ment by which someone lends money on
the security of a property [~on] � He took
out a mortgage on the house. � She bought
a house with a £200,000 mortgage. � verb
(mortgages, mortgaging, mortgaged) to
give a property as security for a loan � He
mortgaged his house to set up his business.
� Because his house was already mort-
gaged, he had to take out a second mort-
gage to pay for his car.
mortifiedmortified /mɔ
tfad/ adj feeling ex-
treme embarrassment or shame
mortuarymortuary /mɔ
tjuəri/ (plural mortuar-
ies) noun a place where dead bodies are
kept before burial
mosaicmosaic /məυ|zek/ noun a picture made
of tiny pieces of coloured stone, glass, etc.,
stuck to a wall or floor, etc.
mosque

� mosque /mɒsk/ noun a building
where Muslims meet for prayer
mosquito

� mosquito /mɒ |ski
təυ/ noun a small
flying insect which bites people and ani-
mals and sucks their blood
mossmoss /mɒs/ noun a small green plant like
fur, growing in compact low clumps in
damp places on the ground or on stones
most

� most /məυst/ adj the largest number of
� Most people go on holiday in the sum-
mer. � He spends most evenings watching
TV. � Most apples are sweet. � pron a very
large number or amount � Most of the work
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was done by my wife. � She spent most of
the evening on the phone to her sister. � It
rained for most of our holiday. � Most of
the children in the group can ride bikes. �
adv used with adjectives and ‘the’ for mak-
ing the superlative form � She’s the most
intelligent child in the class. � The most
important thing if you are a sales repre-
sentative is to be able to drive a car. � to
make the most of something to get as
much profit or value from something as
possible � You should make the most of the
warm weather before the snows come. � at
(the) most no more than � There were
twenty people at the most in the theatre.
mostly

� mostly /məυstli/ adv 1. usually, most
often � We sometimes go to France for our
holidays, but we mostly stay in Britain. 2.
almost all � The staff are mostly women of
about twenty.
MOTMOT /�em aυ ti
/ noun in the United
Kingdom, an annual test to check that a car
or other vehicle is safe on the roads
motelmotel /məυ|tel/ noun a hotel for car driv-
ers which is near a main road and where
there are plenty of parking spaces
mothmoth /mɒθ/ noun a flying insect similar to
a butterfly, but which has brown wings and
flies mainly at night
mother

� mother /m�ðə/ noun a woman who
has children � He’s twenty-two but still
lives with his mother. � Her mother’s a
dentist. � Mother! There’s someone asking
for you on the telephone.
motherboardmotherboard /m�ðəbɔ
d/ noun the
main circuit board in a computer
motherhoodmotherhood /m�ðəhυd/ noun the state
of being a mother
mother-in-lawmother-in-law /m�ðər n lɔ
/ (plural
mothers-in-law) noun the mother of your
wife or husband
motherlymotherly /m�ðəli/ adj like a mother
mother-of-pearlmother-of-pearl /�m�ðər əv p#
l/
noun a shiny substance found on the inside
of oyster shells
Mother’s DayMother’s Day /m�ðəz de/ noun a day
in the spring when mothers get presents or
cards or flowers from their children
mother tonguemother tongue /m�ðə t�ŋ/ noun the
language which you spoke when you were
a little child
motif

� motif /məυ |ti
f/ noun a particular pat-
tern which is repeated in a design or in a
piece of music
motion

� motion /məυʃ(ə)n/ noun the act of
moving � The motion of the ship made him
feel ill. � in motion moving � Do not try to
get on or off while the train is in motion. �

to set something in motion to make some-
thing start to happen � Now that we have
planning permission for the new sports
hall, we can set things in motion to get the
foundations laid.
motionlessmotionless /məυʃ(ə)n(ə)ləs/ adj not
moving
motion picturemotion picture /�məυʃ(ə)n pktʃə/
noun US a cinema film
motivatemotivate /məυtvet/ (motivates, moti-
vating, motivated) verb to encourage
someone to do something
motivatedmotivated /məυt |�vetd/ adj having
enough interest or determination to do
something
motivationmotivation /�məυt|veʃ(ə)n/ noun en-
couragement or determination to do some-
thing
motivemotive /məυtv/ noun a reason for doing
something � The police are trying to find a
motive for the murder.
motleymotley /mɒtli/ adj of varied types or col-
ours
motor

� motor /məυtə/ noun the part of a ma-
chine which makes it work � The model
plane has a tiny electric motor.
motorbikemotorbike /məυtəbak/ noun a motor-
cycle
motorboatmotorboat /məυtəbəυt/ noun a boat
driven by a motor
motorcademotorcade /məυtəked/ noun US an
official procession of cars
motorcyclemotorcycle /məυtəsak(ə)l/ noun a
type of large bicycle driven by a motor
motoringmotoring /məυtərŋ/ noun the driving
of a car (dated) � The costs of motoring or
motoring costs seem to increase year by
year.
motorisedmotorised /məυtərazd/, motorized
adj driven by, or working with the help of a
motor
motorist

� motorist /məυtərst/ noun a person
who drives a car
motor neurone diseasemotor neurone disease /�məυtə
njυərəυn d |�zi
z/ noun an illness that af-
fects the motor neurons, gradually affect-
ing all the body’s physical functions
motor racingmotor racing /�məυtə resŋ/ noun the
sport of racing fast cars
motor vehiclemotor vehicle /�məυtə vi
k(ə)l/ noun
any road vehicle that works by means of an
engine
motorway

� motorway /məυtəwe/ noun a road
with several lanes, on which traffic can
travel at high speeds
mottledmottled /mɒt(ə)ld/ adj marked with an
uneven pattern of different colours
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mottomotto /mɒtəυ/ noun a short phrase
which is used to sum up an attitude � ‘Be
Prepared’ is the motto of the Scouts.
mould

� mould /məυld/, mold noun 1. a type of
soft earth 2. a hollow shape into which a
liquid is poured, so that when the liquid be-
comes hard it takes that shape � Gold bars
are made by pouring molten gold into
moulds. 3. a grey fungus which looks like
powder � Throw that bread away – it’s got
mould on it. (NOTE: [all noun senses] The
US spelling is mold.) � verb (moulds,
moulding, moulded) to shape something �
She moulded a little dog out of clay.
mouldingmoulding /məυldŋ/ noun a thing which
has been moulded, especially plaster deco-
rations on the ceiling of a room (NOTE: The
US spelling is molding.)
mouldymouldy /məυldi/ adj covered with
mould (NOTE: The US spelling is moldy.)
moultmoult /məυlt/ (moults, moulting, moult-
ed), molt verb to lose feathers or hair at a
certain period of the year (NOTE: The US
spelling is molt.)
moundmound /maυnd/ noun 1. a small hill �

They built a mound of stones to mark the
farthest point they reached. � The castle is
built on top of a mound. � Stonehenge is
surrounded by burial mounds. 2. a heap of
things � There’s a mound of letters waiting
to be signed.
mountmount /maυnt/ (mounts, mounting,
mounted) verb 1. to climb on to some-
thing; to climb up something � They
mounted their horses and rode off. � He
mounted the stairs two at a time. � The car
turned, mounted the pavement, and hit a
wall. 2. to increase � Tension is mounting
as the time for the football final approach-
es.
mountain

� mountain /maυntn/ noun a very
high piece of land, rising much higher than
the land which surrounds it � Every week-
end we go climbing in the Scottish moun-
tains.
mountain bikemountain bike /maυntn bak/ noun a
strong bike with thick tyres, used for coun-
try cycling
mountaineermountaineer /�maυnt |nə/ noun a per-
son who climbs mountains as a sport
mountaineeringmountaineering /�maυnt |nərŋ/
noun the sport of climbing mountains
mountainousmountainous /maυntnəs/ adj with
many high mountains � It is a mountainous
region, and very difficult for tanks and ar-
tillery. � Parts of Scotland are very moun-
tainous.
mounting

� mounting /maυntŋ/ adj increasing

mournmourn /mɔ
n/ (mourns, mourning,
mourned) verb to feel very sad about
someone or something
mournermourner /mɔ
nə/ noun a person who
mourns someone who has died
mournfulmournful /mɔ
nf(ə)l/ adj very sad
mourningmourning /mɔ
nŋ/ noun 1. a period of
time when you grieve over the death of a
person � The official period of mourning
for the dead president was one week. 2.
dark clothes worn as a mark of respect for
someone who has died � Only the close
family members wore mourning to the fu-
neral. (NOTE: Do not confuse with morn-
ing.)
mouse

� mouse /maυs/ (plural mice) noun 1. a
small animal with a long tail, often living
in holes in the walls of houses � I saw a
mouse sitting in the middle of the kitchen
floor. � Our cat is good at catching mice. 2.
a piece of computer equipment which is
held in the hand and moved across a flat
surface, used to control activity on the
screen � You can cut, paste and copy using
the mouse. � Using the mouse, move the
cursor to the start button and click twice. �
Click twice on the mouse to start the pro-
gram.
mouse matmouse mat /maυs m�t/, mouse pad
/maυs p�d/ noun a soft plastic mat on
which you move a mouse around
moussemousse /mu
s/ noun a light food made
of whipped eggs, cream and flavouring
moustachemoustache /mə|stɑ
ʃ/ noun the hair
grown on the upper lip (NOTE: The US spell-
ing is mustache.)
mouthmouth1 /maυθ/ noun 1. the opening in
your face through which you take in food
and drink, and which has your teeth and
tongue inside � It’s not polite to talk with
your mouth full. � He snored because he
slept with his mouth open. � The cat was
carrying a mouse in its mouth. 2. a wide or
round entrance � The mouth of the cave is
hidden by bushes. � The train came out of
the mouth of the tunnel. � New York is built
on the mouth of the Hudson river.
mouthmouth2 /maυð/ (mouths, mouthing,
mouthed) verb to speak without making
any sound � She mouthed ‘No’ across the
room.
mouthfulmouthful /maυθfυl/ noun 1. an amount
which you can hold in your mouth � He
took a mouthful of meat and chewed hard.
� The baby took a mouthful and immedi-
ately spat it out. � She dived into the waves
and got a mouthful of salt water. 2. a com-
plicated word or phrase � I’ll spell the
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name of the Welsh village for you – it’s a bit
of a mouthful.
mouth-organmouth-organ /maυθ �ɔ
(ən/ noun a
small musical instrument which you play
by blowing and moving across your mouth
to get different notes
mouthpiecemouthpiece /maυθpi
s/ noun 1. a part
of a musical instrument which goes into
the mouth � There is a reed attached to the
mouthpiece of a clarinet. 2. the part of a
telephone that you speak into � He put his
hand over the mouthpiece so she couldn’t
hear what he was saying. 3. a person who
speaks on behalf of someone, especially a
political party � She acts as the mouthpiece
for the party.
mouthwashmouthwash /maυθwɒʃ/ noun an anti-
septic solution used to treat infection in the
mouth or bad breath
mouth-wateringmouth-watering /maυθ �wɔ
tərŋ/ adj
which looks and smells so delicious that it
makes your mouth water
move

� move /mu
v/ noun 1. a change in posi-
tion  � The police were watching every
move he made. 2. an action done to achieve
something [~towards/~into] � It was a clev-
er move to get here early before the crowds
arrive. � The agreement is a move towards
a fairer system. � The company is planning
a move into children’s clothes. � what’s
the next move? what do we have to do
next? � who will make the first move?
who will act first? 3. a change of house or
office � verb (moves, moving, moved) 1.
to change the place of something � Move
the chairs to the side of the room. � Who’s
moved my drink? � He moved his hand to
show he had heard. 2. to change your posi-
tion � Some animal was moving about out-
side the tent. � The only thing moving was
the tip of the cat’s tail. � get a move on!
hurry up! � on the move being active and
moving around � After I’ve been on the
move all day I just want to get home and go
to bed. � to make a move to leave some-
where � It’s time to make a move.

move in� phrasal verb 1. to put your
possessions into a new house and start to
live there � They only moved in last week.
� They got married and moved in with
her parents. 2. to come together as a
group � The lions moved in for the kill. �
When everything is ready the police will
move in on the gang.
move on� phrasal verb 1. to go forward
� We stopped for a quick visit to the ca-
thedral and then moved on to the next
town. 2. to make people move � The po-

lice moved the crowd on. 3. to deal with
the next item � We will now move on to
item 10 on the agenda.

movement

� movement /mu
vmənt/ noun an act
of moving, not being still � There was
hardly any movement in the trees. � All you
could see was a slight movement of the ti-
ger’s tail.
movie

� movie /mu
vi/ noun especially US a
cinema film � We watch a movie most
weekends.
movie starmovie star /mu
vi stɑ
/ noun US a very
successful film actor
movie theatermovie theater /mu
vi �θətə/ noun US
a building where films are shown
moving

� moving /mu
vŋ/ adj making you feel
emotion � a moving story � The funeral
was very moving.
mowmow /məυ/ (mows, mowing, mowed,
mown or mowed) verb to cut grass, hay,
etc.

mow down phrasal verb to kill
mowermower /məυə/ noun a machine which
cuts grass
MP

� MP abbr member of parliament
MP3MP3 /�em pi
 θri
/ noun 1. a computer file
standard which you can use to get and play
music from the Internet 2. a file which con-
tains music in MP3 format
mpgmpg /empi
 |d�i
/ abbr miles per gallon
mphmph abbr miles per hour
MPVMPV /�em pi
 vi
/ noun a car similar to a
van, which usually has three rows of seats
Mr

� Mr /mstə/ noun the polite title given to
a man � (at the beginning of a letter) Dear
Mr Smith, � Mr Jones is our new sales
manager. � Here are Mr and Mrs Smith.
(NOTE: used before a surname, sometimes
with both the first name and surname)
MRIMRI abbr magnetic resonance imaging
Mrs

� Mrs /msz/ noun the title given to a
married woman � (at the beginning of a let-
ter) Dear Mrs Jones, � Mrs Jones is our
manager. (NOTE: used before a surname,
sometimes with both the first name and sur-
name.)
Ms

� Ms /məz, mz/ noun (at the beginning of
a letter) a way of referring to a woman
without saying whether or not she is mar-
ried (NOTE: Ms is used with a surname,
sometimes with both the first name and sur-
name.)
much

� much /m�tʃ/ adj a lot of � with much
love from Aunt Mary � How much sugar do
you need? � I never take much money with
me when I go on holiday. � She eats too
much meat. � adv a lot � He’s feeling much
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better today. � It’s much less cold in the
south of the country. � Does it matter very
much? � Much as I like her, I don’t want to
share an office with her. � pron a lot � He
didn’t write much in his exam. � Much of
the work has already been done. � as
much as the same quantity of something as
� You haven’t eaten as much fruit as she
has.
muckmuck /m�k/ noun farmyard manure

muck in phrasal verb to do work together
(informal )
muck up phrasal verb to ruin something
(informal )

muckymucky /m�ki/ (muckier, muckiest) adj
very dirty (informal)
mucusmucus /mju
kəs/ noun a slippery liquid
secreted by mucous membranes inside the
body, which protects the membranes
(NOTE: Do not confuse with mucous.)
mud

� mud /m�d/ noun wet earth
muddlemuddle /m�d(ə)l/ noun a confused mess
� The papers were lying all over the floor
in a muddle. � She tried to put up the tent
on her own but she got into a muddle. �
There was some muddle over the tickets. �

verb (muddles, muddling, muddled) to
confuse, to mix up � Don’t muddle the pa-
pers up – I’ve just put them in order. �
Granny often muddles up our names. � I
always muddle him with his brother – they
are very alike.

muddle through phrasal verb to get
through your work, to succeed in a con-
fused way

muddledmuddled /m�d(ə)ld/ adj confused, not
clear and not well organised
muddy

� muddy /m�di/ (muddier, muddiest)
adj full of mud; covered with mud
mudflapmudflap /m�dfl�p/ noun a flap hanging
behind the wheel of a car to protect the
bodywork from damage by dirt or stones
mueslimuesli /mju
zli/ noun a breakfast food
of flakes of cereal, dried fruit, etc., eaten
with milk
muffinmuffin /m�fn/ noun a small round cake
eaten warm with butter
mufflemuffle /m�f(ə)l/ (muffles, muffling,
muffled) verb 1. to wrap someone up in
cloth for warmth � She muffled herself in a
big woollen shawl. 2. to make a loud noise
quieter � She wrapped a cloth around the
hammer to muffle the sound of the blows.
mug

� mug /m�(/ noun a large cup with a
handle � She passed round mugs. � verb
(mugs, mugging, mugged) to attack and
steal from someone in the street � She was
mugged as she was looking for her car

keys. � She’s afraid of going out at night
for fear of being mugged. � The gang spe-
cialises in mugging tourists.
muggymuggy /m�(i/ adj (of weather) warm and
wet
mug shotmug shot /m�( ʃɒt/ noun a photograph
of someone’s face
mulemule /mju
l/ noun 1. a cross between a
donkey and a horse � He entered the town
riding on a mule. 2. a light shoe with no
back part at the heel
mullmull /m�l/ (mulls, mulling, mulled) verb

mull over phrasal verb to think about or
consider something

mullahmullah /m�lə/ noun a title of respect for
a learned Muslim man
multiculturalmulticultural /�m�lti |k�ltʃərəl/ adj re-
ferring to several cultures together
multigymmultigym /m�lt|�d�m/ noun a piece of
exercise equipment with a range of weights
multilateralmultilateral /�m�lti |l�t(ə)rəl/ adj be-
tween several people or groups
multimediamultimedia /m�lti |�mi
diə/ noun a
means of communication using several dif-
ferent media, such as sound, moving imag-
es, computer screens, etc. � The company
gave a multimedia presentation to show off
its new product range. � The pop concert
was a spectacular multimedia event.
multimillionairemultimillionaire /�m�ltimljə|neə/
noun a person who has several million
pounds or dollars
multinationalmultinational /�m�lti |n�ʃ(ə)nəl/ noun
a company which operates in several dif-
ferent countries � Our business has been
bought by one of the big multinationals.
multiple

� multiple /m�ltp(ə)l/ adj involving
many people or things � She was taken to
hospital suffering from multiple injuries.
multiple-choicemultiple-choice /m�ltp(ə)l tʃɔs/ adj
(of an exam question) in which the task is to
choose the correct answer from a list of
usually 4 possible answers, marked A, B, C
and D
multiplexmultiplex /m�ltpleks/ noun 1. a large
cinema building containing several sepa-
rate projection rooms 2. the sending of sev-
eral different signals along one communi-
cations line
multiplicitymultiplicity /�m�lt|plsəti/ noun a large
variety of things
multiply

� multiply /m�ltpla/ (multiplies, mul-
tiplying, multiplied) verb to calculate the
result when several numbers are added to-
gether a certain number of times � Square
measurements are calculated by multiply-
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ing length by width. � Ten multiplied by
five gives fifty.
multi-purposemulti-purpose /�m�lti p#
pəs/ adj hav-
ing several different uses
multiracialmultiracial /�m�lti |reʃ(ə)l/ adj referring
to various races
multi-storeymulti-storey /�m�lti |stɔ
ri/ adj with
several storeys (NOTE: The US spelling is
multi-story.)
multitaskingmultitasking /m�lti|�tɑ
skŋ/ noun the
activity of doing two or more jobs at the
same time
multitudemultitude /m�lttju
d/ noun 1. a very
large number 2. a crowd of people � He
stood up to address the assembled multi-
tude.
mum

� mum /m�m/ same as mummy
mumblemumble /m�mbəl/ (mumbles, mum-
bling, mumbled) verb to speak in a low
voice which is not clear � He mumbled an
excuse and left the room. � She mumbled
something about the telephone and went to
the back of the shop.
mumbo-jumbomumbo-jumbo /�m�mbəυ d��mbəυ/
noun 1. complicated and confusing lan-
guage that is difficult to understand 2. lan-
guage or practices that are regarded as un-
usual or strange
mummy

� mummy /m�mi/ (plural mummies)
noun 1. a child’s name for mother � Tell
your mum I want to see her. � Hello, John,
is your mummy at home? � Mummy! can I
have a biscuit? 2. a dead body which has
been treated with chemicals to stop it de-
caying � We went to see the Egyptian mum-
mies in the British Museum.
munchmunch /m�ntʃ/ (munches, munching,
munched) verb to eat noisily something
such as an apple or raw carrot, with a regu-
lar movement of your mouth
mundanemundane /m�n|den/ adj ordinary, not
exciting
municipal

� municipal /mju
 |nsp(ə)l/ adj refer-
ring to a town which has its own local gov-
ernment
munitionsmunitions /mju
|nʃ(ə)nz/ plural noun
weapons and ammunition � She works in a
munitions factory.
muralmural /mjυərəl/ noun a painting on a
wall � The murals were painted by Giotto
in the fourteenth century. � fresco
murder

� murder /m#
də/ noun the act of delib-
erately killing someone � The murder was
committed during the night. � She was ac-
cused of murder. � They denied the murder
charge. Compare manslaughter � verb
(murders, murdering, murdered) to kill

someone deliberately � He was accused of
murdering a policeman.
murderer

� murderer /m#
dərə/ noun a person
who has committed a murder
murderousmurderous /m#
dərəs/ adj likely to kill
murkymurky /m#
ki/ (murkier, murkiest) adj
dark and dirty
murmurmurmur /m#
mə/ noun a low sound of
people talking � There was a murmur of
voices in the hall. � verb (murmurs, mur-
muring, murmured) to speak very quietly
� She murmured something and closed her
eyes.
muscle

� muscle /m�s(ə)l/ noun one of the part
of the body which makes other parts move
� He has very powerful arm muscles.
muscularmuscular /m�skjυlə/ adj 1. referring to
muscles � She suffered from muscular pain
after working in the garden. 2. with big
muscles � He has very muscular arms. � A
couple of muscular bouncers stood at the
door of the club.
musemuse /mju
z/ (muses, musing, mused)
verb to think deeply � She spent hours mus-
ing about her youth. � He was sitting in his
garden musing on the beauty of the autumn
colours.
museum

� museum /mju
 |zi
əm/ noun a build-
ing which you can visit to see a collection
of valuable or rare objects � The National
Museum of Art � The museum has a rich
collection of Italian paintings.
mushmush /m�ʃ/ noun 1. a soft, semi-liquid
substance 2. over-emotional or soppy
words or ideas
mushroom

� mushroom /m�ʃru
m/ noun a round
white or brown fungus which can be eaten
� Do you want fried mushrooms with your
steak? � She ordered a mushroom ome-
lette. (NOTE: Fungi which are poisonous are
called toadstools.)
music

� music /mju
zk/ noun 1. the sound
made when you sing or play an instrument
� Do you like Russian music? � She’s tak-
ing music lessons. � Her music teacher
says she plays the violin very well. 2. writ-
ten signs which you read to play an instru-
ment � Here’s some music, see if you can
play it on the piano. � He can play the pi-
ano by ear – he doesn’t need any music.
musical

� musical /mju
zk(ə)l/ adj relating to
music � Do you play any musical instru-
ment?
musicianmusician /mjυ |zʃ(ə)n/ noun a person
whose job is to play music � a group of
young musicians playing the street � The
actors applauded the group of musicians
who had played during ‘Twelfth Night’.
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Muslim

� Muslim /mυzlm/ adj relating to the
religion of the prophet Muhammad � noun
a person who follows the religion of the
prophet Muhammad
muslinmuslin /m�zln/ noun a very fine thin
cotton cloth
musselmussel /m�s(ə)l/ noun a small shellfish,
with a blue black shell (NOTE: Do not con-
fuse with muscle.)
must

� must /məst, m�st/ modal verb 1. it is
necessary that � You must go to bed before
eleven, or your mother will be angry. � We
mustn’t be late or we’ll miss the last bus. �
You must hurry up if you want to see the TV
programme. � Must you really go so soon?
(NOTE: The negative is must not or, espe-
cially in speaking, mustn’t; needn’t is also
used. Note also the meanings: mustn’t =
not allowed; needn’t = not necessary: We
mustn’t be late; You needn’t hurry.) 2. used
for showing that you think something is
very likely � I must have left my briefcase
on the train. � There is someone knocking
at the door – it must be the postman. � You
must be wet through after walking in the
rain. (NOTE: The negative is can’t: It can’t be
the doctor. The past tense is had to: I must
go to the dentist; Yesterday I had to go to the
dentist. The negative is didn’t have to. The
perfect tense is must have: I must have left
it on the train. The negative is can’t have: I
can’t have left it on the train. Note also that
must is usually used with other verbs and is
not followed by to.) 3. used for encouraging
someone to do something � You must go
and see this film -it’s excellent. � noun
something important � When in Florida, a
trip to the Everglades is a must.
mustermuster /m�stə/ (musters, mustering,
mustered) verb to gather something, or a
number of things or people, together � He
tried to muster all his supporters before the
vote. � I find it difficult to muster enough
energy to go for a walk after lunch.
mustn’tmustn’t /m�s(ə)nt/ short for must not
mustymusty /m�sti/ (mustier, mustiest) adj
smelling damp, rotten or stale; smelling
old
mutantmutant /mju
t(ə)nt/ noun an organism
carrying a gene in which mutation has oc-
curred � This plant appears to be a mutant.
mutatemutate /mju
 |tet/ (mutates, mutating,
mutated) verb to undergo a change in
structure which changes a gene or chromo-
some (NOTE: + mutation n)
mutemute /mju
t/ adj 1. not speaking � A look
of mute horror crossed her face. 2. which is

not pronounced � In the word ‘crumb’ the
letter ‘b’ is mute.
mutedmuted /mju
td/ adj 1. quiet, not noisy �
The press gave the proposal a muted wel-
come. � Criticism of the government’s pro-
posals has been muted. 2. not bright � I
prefer muted colours for the sitting room.
mutilatemutilate /mju
tlet/ (mutilates, muti-
lating, mutilated) verb to damage some-
thing by cutting off part of it (NOTE: + mu-
tilation n)
mutinousmutinous /mju
tnəs/ adj likely to take
part in a mutiny, likely not to obey
mutinymutiny /mju
tni/ noun a rebellion
against someone in a position of authority
such as the officers in the army or navy �

The officers kept a lookout for any signs of
mutiny among the crew. (NOTE: + mutiny v)
muttermutter /m�tə/ (mutters, muttering, mut-
tered) verb to mumble, to speak in a low
and indistinct voice � Don’t mutter, I can’t
understand you. � He muttered something
about the telephone and went to the back of
the shop.
muttonmutton /m�t(ə)n/ noun the meat of a
sheep (NOTE: not very often used: lamb is
generally used for all meat from sheep as
well as lambs)
mutualmutual /mju
tʃuəl/ adj referring to what
is done by two people, countries, compa-
nies, etc., to each other � by mutual agree-
ment, by mutual consent with the agree-
ment of both parties � By mutual agree-
ment they have decided to sell the flat and
split the money between them.
mutuallymutually /mju
tʃuəli/ adv to two peo-
ple; by two people
muzzlemuzzle /m�z(ə)l/ noun 1. the front part
of an animal’s head, especially the mouth,
jaws and nose � She stroked the horse’s
long, silky muzzle. 2. a system of straps
placed round the mouth of a dog to prevent
it from biting � Our dog has to wear a muz-
zle when he’s taken for a walk. 3. the mouth
of a gun � She found herself looking down
the muzzle of a gun. � The army was
equipped with muzzle-loading rifles. � verb
(muzzles, muzzling, muzzled) 1. to stop
someone from saying what they want to
publicly 2. to put a muzzle on a dog to pre-
vent it biting � I always muzzle my dog
when I walk him through the children’s
playground.
my

� my /ma/ adj belonging to me � Is that
my pen you’re using? � Have you seen my
glasses anywhere? � We went skiing and I
broke my leg.
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myriad

myriad /mriəd/ noun a very large
number � There are myriads of islands in
the mouth of the river. � The sky was bright
with a myriad of stars.
myself

� myself /ma |self/ pron used for refer-
ring back to ‘I’ � I hurt myself climbing
down the ladder. � It’s true – I saw it my-
self. � I enjoyed myself a lot at the party. �
all by myself all alone, with no one else �

I built the house all by myself. � I don’t like
being all by myself in the house at night.
mysterious

� mysterious /m|stəriəs/ adj which
cannot be explained
mystery

� mystery /mst(ə)ri/ (plural myster-
ies) noun something that cannot be ex-
plained � The police finally cleared up the
mystery of the missing body. � It’s a mys-
tery how the box came to be hidden under
her bed.
mystic

mystic /mstk/ noun a person who at-
tempts to achieve union with God through
prayer, meditation, etc.

mysticalmystical /mstk(ə)l/ adj in contact with
spiritual forces by some process which
cannot be understood
mysticismmysticism /mstsz(ə)m/ noun a reli-
gion based on attempts to achieve union
with God by prayer and meditation
mystifymystify /mstfa/ (mystifies, mystify-
ing, mystified) verb to puzzle someone
mystiquemystique /m |sti
k/ noun a mysterious
atmosphere about a person or thing
mythmyth /mθ/ noun an ancient story about
gods � poems based on the myths of Greece
and Rome
mythicalmythical /mθk(ə)l/ adj 1. referring to
ancient tales of gods � The unicorn is a
mythical animal. 2. untrue, which does not
exist � He keeps talking about some myth-
ical order from Japan.
mythologymythology /m|θɒləd�i/ noun ancient
folk stories from a particular source � The
floor was covered with mosaics showing
scenes from Greek mythology. � According
to ancient Scandinavian mythology, he cut
off the head of the dragon.
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nn /en/, N noun the fourteenth letter of the
alphabet, between M and O
NN abbr 1. north 2. northern
nabnab /n�b/ (nabs, nabbing, nabbed) verb
1. to snatch something quickly (informal) �
When we came down to the pool we found
that the others had nabbed all the best
seats. � Pass me that bottle before anyone
else nabs it. 2. to arrest someone � The po-
lice nabbed him as he was coming out of
the bank.
naffnaff /n�f/ adj attempting to be stylish, but
instead appearing boring or silly
nagnag /n�(/ (nags, nagging, nagged) verb
1. to ask someone over and over again for
something or to do something � They been
nagging me about changing the date for
weeks. � She’s been nagging me to buy a
new car. 2. to keep worrying someone [~at]
� The feeling that he had met her some-
where before kept nagging at him.
naggingnagging /n�(ŋ/ adj that worries you
over a long period of time
nail

� nail /nel/ noun 1. a small thin metal ob-
ject which you use for attaching two pieces
of a hard material such as wood � Hit the
nail hard with the hammer. � You need a
hammer to knock that nail in. 2. the hard
part at the end of your fingers and toes �
She painted her nails red. � verb (nails,
nailing, nailed) to attach something with
nails � He nailed the notice to the door. �

to hit the nail on the head to judge some-
thing accurately (informal)

nail down phrasal verb to attach some-
thing flat with nails � They nailed down
the floorboards or they nailed the floor-
boards down.

nail filenail file /nel fal/ noun a flat stick cov-
ered with sandpaper, used to smooth your
fingernails
nail polishnail polish /nel pɒlʃ/ noun same as
nail varnish
nail varnishnail varnish /nel �vɑ
nʃ/ noun a liquid
which is put on fingernails or toenails, and
which dries quickly to form a hard, shiny
surface

naivenaive /na |i
v/ adj innocent, lacking expe-
rience
nakednaked /nekd/ adj not wearing clothes �
The little children were playing in the river
stark naked. � A naked man was standing
on the balcony.
name

� name /nem/ noun a special way of
calling someone or something  � Hello! My
name’s James. � What’s the name of the
shop next to the post office? � to put your
name down for something to apply for
something � She put her name down to join
the club. � verb (names, naming, named)
to call someone or something by a name �
They named him Nicholas. � They have a
black cat named Jonah. � to name some-
one after someone to give someone the
same name as someone else � They named
their son Peter after his grandfather.
name-droppingname-dropping /nem|�drɒpŋ/ noun
the practice of mentioning the names of fa-
mous people whom you know, with the in-
tention of impressing those who are listen-
ing
namelessnameless /nemləs/ adj 1. with no name
2. not to be mentioned because it is dis-
gusting or frightening
namelynamely /nemli/ adv that is to say
namesakenamesake /nemsek/ noun a person
with the same name as another
nannan /n�n/ noun a type of flat bread, often
eaten with curry
napnap /n�p/ noun a short sleep � After lunch
he always takes a little nap. (NOTE: + nap v)
napenape /nep/ noun the back of the neck
napkinnapkin /n�pkn/ noun 1. a small square
of cloth or paper provided for each person
at a meal table, and may be used for clean-
ing fingers or mouth, or to protect clothes
2. a nappy � The baby must have his napkin
changed.
nappy

� nappy /n�pi/ (plural nappies) noun a
cloth which is wrapped round a baby’s bot-
tom to absorb urine and faeces
narcissismnarcissism /nɑ
ssz(ə)m/ noun a ten-
dency to admire yourself, especially your
own appearance
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narcoticnarcotic /nɑ
 |kɒtk/ noun a pain-reliev-
ing drug which makes a patient sleep � The
doctor put her to sleep with a powerful
narcotic.
narratenarrate /nə|ret/ (narrates, narrating,
narrated) verb to tell a story
narrationnarration /nə |reʃ(ə)n/ noun speaking or
writing about things that have happened
narrativenarrative /n�rətv/ noun a written story
� He’s writing a narrative about their jour-
neys in South America.
narratornarrator /nə |retə/ noun a person who
tells a story
narrow

� narrow /n�rəυ/ adj not wide � Why is
your bicycle seat so narrow? � We went
down a narrow passage to the shop. � verb
(narrows, narrowing, narrowed) to be-
come less wide � The road narrows sud-
denly, and there is hardly enough room for
two cars to pass.
narrowlynarrowly /n�rəυli/ adv only just
narrow-mindednarrow-minded /�n�rəυ mandd/ adj
not tolerant of others’ views, not capable of
seeing many points of view
nasalnasal /nez(ə)l/ adj 1. referring to the
nose � She used nasal drops to try to cure
her cold. 2. speaking as if through the nose
� He speaks with a nasal accent.
nasty

� nasty /nɑ
sti/ adj unpleasant
nation

� nation /neʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a country �
the member nations of the EU 2. the people
living in a country � The whole nation was
shocked by the terrible events.
national

� national /n�ʃ(ə)nəl/ adj belonging to
a country � We want to celebrate our na-
tional culture. � The story appeared in the
national newspapers.
national anthemnational anthem /�n�ʃ(ə)nəl �nθəm/
noun a piece of music which is used to rep-
resent the nation officially, and is played at
official ceremonies
national curriculumnational curriculum /�n�ʃ(ə)nəl kə |

rkjυləm/ noun the subjects studied at
school by all children aged between 5 and
16 in England and Wales (NOTE: The Na-
tional curriculum is made up of three ‘core’
subjects – English, maths and science; and
seven ‘foundation’ subjects – art, design and
technology, geography, history, music, phys-
ical education, and a foreign language.)
National InsuranceNational Insurance /�n�ʃ(ə)nəl n |

ʃυərəns/ noun a government-run insur-
ance which provides for state medical care,
unemployment payments, etc.
nationalisenationalise (nationalises, nationalis-
ing, nationalised), nationalize (national-
izes, nationalizing, nationalized) verb to

put a privately-owned industry under state
ownership and control
nationalismnationalism /n�ʃ(ə)nə|�lz(ə)m/ noun
1. the political opinion of wanting inde-
pendence for your country � During the
occupation, all feelings of nationalism had
to be suppressed. 2. a feeling of great pride
in your country, or a feeling that your
country is better than others � Danish na-
tionalism as shown by their football sup-
porters.
nationalistnationalist /n�ʃ(ə)nəlst/ noun a per-
son who wants his or her country to be in-
dependent � a Welsh nationalist � The na-
tionalists have not been invited to the nego-
tiations.
nationalisticnationalistic /�n�ʃ(ə)nə|lstk/ adj
strongly supporting your own country
nationalitynationality /�n�ʃə |n�lti/ (plural na-
tionalities) noun the status of being a citi-
zen of a state � He is of German nationali-
ty.
national parknational park1 /�n�ʃ(ə)nəl pɑ
k/ noun
an area of land protected by the govern-
ment for people to enjoy � The Peak Dis-
trict in Derbyshire is a national park. � We
went camping in the national park.
national park

� national park2 /�n�ʃ(ə)nəl pɑ
k/
noun an area of land protected by the gov-
ernment for people to enjoy � The Peak
District in Derbyshire is a national park.
national securitynational security /�n�ʃ(ə)nəl s|

kjυərəti/ noun the systems that are in-
tended to protect a nation from danger
national servicenational service /�n�ʃ(ə)nəl s#
vs/
noun in some countries, a period that citi-
zens must spend working in their national
armed forces
nation-statenation-state /�neʃ(ə)n stet/ noun a
country which is an independent political
unit, formed of people with the same na-
tionality and often the same language and
traditions
nationwidenationwide /neʃ(ə)nwad/ adj all over
the country � The union called for a na-
tionwide strike. � We offer a nationwide
delivery service.
native

� native /netv/ noun 1. a person born
in a particular place � She’s a native of
Cornwall. 2. a flower, bird, etc., which has
always been in a place � The robin is a na-
tive of the British Isles. � adj belonging to
a country � The tiger is native to India.
Native AmericanNative American /�netv ə |merkən/
noun a member of any of the peoples who
were living in North, Central, and South
America before the arrival of Europeans
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native speaker

� native speaker /�netv spi
kə/
noun a person who speaks a language from
childhood
natternatter /n�tə/ noun a casual friendly talk
(informal) � Come round for coffee tomor-
row and we can have a natter. (NOTE: + nat-
ter v)
natural

� natural /n�tʃ(ə)rəl/ adj 1. ordinary,
not unusual � Her behaviour at the meet-
ing was quite natural. � It’s natural to wor-
ry about your first baby. 2. coming from
nature, and not produced or caused by peo-
ple � Do you think the colour of her hair is
natural? � Yes, she’s a natural blonde. �
The inquest decided that he died from nat-
ural causes.
natural gasnatural gas /�n�tʃ(ə)rəl (�s/ noun gas
which is found in the earth and not made in
a gasworks
natural historynatural history /�n�tʃ(ə)rəl hst(ə)ri/
noun the study of plants and animals
naturalistnaturalist /n�tʃ(ə)rəlst/ noun a person
who is interested in and studies natural his-
tory
naturally

� naturally /n�tʃ(ə)rəli/ adv of course
� Naturally the top team beat the bottom
team. � Do you want to watch the game? –
Naturally!
natural resourcesnatural resources /�n�tʃ(ə)rəl r |

zɔ
sz/ plural noun minerals, energy
sources, etc., which can be used commer-
cially, such as coal or water power � Can-
ada is a country which is very rich in natu-
ral resources.
nature

� nature /netʃ)ə/ noun 1. plants and
animals � We must try to protect nature and
the environment. 2. the character of a per-
son, thing, or animal � By living there, you
discover the true nature of the country. �

He has a very aggressive nature.
nature reservenature reserve /netʃə r |�z#
v/ noun
an area of land where animals and plants
are protected
naughty

� naughty /nɔ
ti/ (naughtier, naughti-
est) adj (usually of a child ) causing trouble
and not obedient to adults � Children who
are naughty should be punished. � It was
very naughty of you to put glue on your
daddy’s chair. (NOTE: + naughtily adv;
naughtiness n)
nauseanausea /nɔ
ziə/ noun a feeling of sick-
ness, a desire to vomit
nauseatingnauseating /nɔ
zietŋ/ adj which
makes you sick or disgusted
nauseousnauseous /nɔ
ziəs/ adj US feeling sick,
feeling about to vomit
nauticalnautical /nɔ
tk(ə)l/ adj referring to
ships and the sea

navalnaval /nev(ə)l/ adj referring to the navy
navelnavel /nev(ə)l/ noun a depression in the
middle of the abdomen, just below the
waist, where the umbilical cord was de-
tached after birth (NOTE: In children’s lan-
guage a navel is called a belly button or
tummy button. Do not confuse with naval.)
navigatenavigate /n�v(et/ (navigates, navi-
gating, navigated) verb 1. to guide a ship
or aircraft � The pilot navigated the boat
into the harbour. 2. to give directions to the
driver of a car � Can you navigate as far as
Marble Arch? – I know my way from there.
navigation

� navigation /�n�v |(eʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
the job of finding out or deciding how to
get to a place, e.g. using a map � In the six-
teenth century, navigation was done by the
stars. � Thanks to Jim’s bad navigation we
lost our way twice. 2. the movement of
ships or aircraft � The canal is open to nav-
igation again.
navigator

navigator /n�v(etə/ noun a person
who calculates the distances and direction
taken by an aircraft or ship � The navigator
estimates that we should reach the coast in
about ten minutes.
navy

� navy /nevi/ noun (plural navies) 1. a
military force which fights battles at sea �
He left school and joined the navy. � The
navy has many ships. 2. also navy blue a
very dark blue colour � adj also navy blue
of a very dark blue colour
NaziNazi /nɑ
tsi/ noun a member or supporter
of Adolf Hitler’s fascist German National
Socialist Party
near

� near /nə/ adv, prep, adj 1. close to, not
far away from � Our house is near the post
office. � Bring your chair nearer to the ta-
ble. � He lives quite near or quite near
here. � Which is the nearest chemist’s? 2.
soon, not far off in time � Her birthday is
on December 21st – it’s quite near to
Christmas. � Can you phone again nearer
the day and I’ll see if I can find a few min-
utes to see you? � verb (nears, nearing,
neared) to get closer to a place or time �

We’re nearing the end of the year.
nearbynearby /nə |ba/ adv, adj not far away �
He lives just nearby. � They met in a near-
by restaurant.
nearly

� nearly /nəli/ adv almost � He’s near-
ly 18 – he’ll be going to university next
year. � The film lasted nearly three hours.
� The book isn’t nearly as good as the last
one I read. � Hurry up, it’s nearly time for
breakfast. � We haven’t got nearly enough
time to get to London.
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neat

� neat /ni
t/ adj tidy, without any mess �

a blouse with a neat lace collar � Leave
your bedroom neat and tidy. � Her hand-
writing is very neat.
necessarily

� necessarily /�nes |serli/ adv which
cannot be avoided � Going to Newcastle
from here necessarily means changing
trains twice.
necessary

� necessary /ness(ə)ri/ adj which has
to be done � Don’t phone me in the evening
unless it’s absolutely necessary. � Is it nec-
essary to finish the work today?
necessitatenecessitate /n|sestet/ (necessitates,
necessitating, necessitated) verb to make
something necessary
necessitynecessity /nə|sesti/ (plural necessi-
ties) noun 1. an essential thing, or thing
that is needed � A car is a necessity if you
live in the country. � Can they afford the
simple necessities of life? 2. the fact that it
is necessary to do or have something [~for]
� There’s no necessity for identification –
we know everyone here.
neck

� neck /nek/ noun 1. a part which joins
your head to your body � She was sitting in
a draught and got a stiff neck. � The mayor
wears a gold chain round his neck. 2. the
part of a piece of clothing which goes
round your neck � I can’t wear this shirt –
the neck is too tight.
necklace

� necklace /nekləs/ noun a piece of
jewellery which you wear round your neck
� a diamond necklace
necklineneckline /nek |�lan/ noun the line
formed by the edge of an item of clothing
where it goes around the neck
nectarnectar /nektə/ noun a liquid produced by
flowers to attract bees � Honey is made
from the nectar collected by bees.
nectarinenectarine /nektəri
n/ noun a fruit like a
peach with a smooth skin
need

� need /ni
d/ verb (needs, needing,
needed) 1. to require something, or have to
have something � We shall need some eu-
ros for our holiday in Spain. � Painting
needs a lot of skill. � I need someone to
help me with the cooking. 2. to want some-
thing � Does anyone need any more cof-
fee? � modal verb used with other verbs
meaning to be necessary � Need you make
so much noise in the bath? � Need you go
now? � The living room needs painting or
needs to be painted. � You don’t need to
come if you have a cold. � The police need
to know who saw the accident. � You
needn’t bother waiting for me. (NOTE: The
negative is need not or, especially in speak-
ing, needn’t.) � noun the fact that some-

thing is necessary or wanted [~for] �

There’s no need for you to wait – I can find
my own way. � in need requiring food and
help � The Red Cross is bringing supplies
to families in need. � to be in need of to
want something � They’re in urgent need of
medical supplies.
needleneedle /ni
d(ə)l/ noun 1. a long thin
sharp object with a hole at one end, used
for sewing � This needle hasn’t got a very
sharp point. � You must try to put the piece
of wool through the hole in the needle. �
knitting needle a thin pointed plastic or
metal stick used for knitting 2. a long thin
sharp piece of medical equipment, used for
putting medicine into your body 3. a small
thin part on a piece of equipment, which
points to something such as a number � He
looked at the dial and saw the needle was
pointing to zero. 4. one of the thin leaves of
a pine tree � She had lots of pine needles
stuck in her hair.
needlessneedless /ni
dləs/ adj not necessary �

needless to say as you might expect �
Needless to say, they can’t pay for it them-
selves.
needleworkneedlework /ni
d(ə)lw#
k/ noun deco-
rative sewing
needn’t

� needn’t /ni
d(ə)nt/ modal verb it is
not necessary � She needn’t come if she has
a cold. � You needn’t have made a cake –
I’m not hungry. � She needn’t make such a
fuss about a little spider. (NOTE: Needn’t is
usually used with other verbs and is not fol-
lowed by to. Note also the difference be-
tween needn’t = not necessary and mustn’t
= not allowed: You needn’t hurry; We mustn’t
be late.)
negatenegate /n|(et/ (negates, negating, ne-
gated) verb to cancel something out, to re-
move the effect of something (formal)
(NOTE: + negation n)
negative

� negative /ne(ətv/ adj 1. meaning
’no’ � a negative response 2. showing that
something is not there � Her blood test was
negative. � noun 1. a statement meaning
‘no’ � The answer was in the negative. 2.
developed film with an image where the
light parts are dark and dark parts light �
Don’t touch the negatives with your dirty
fingers.
neglectneglect /n |(lekt/ (neglects, neglecting,
neglected) verb not to do something � He
neglected to tell the police that he had been
involved in an accident.
neglectfulneglectful /n|(lektf(ə)l/ adj not doing
anything about something that is your re-
sponsibility
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negligencenegligence /ne(ld�əns/ noun a lack of
suitable care in carrying out a duty or activ-
ity
negligentnegligent /ne(ld�(ə)nt/ adj showing
negligence, not taking proper care
negligiblenegligible /ne(ld�b(ə)l/ adj very
small, not worth bothering about
negotiablenegotiable /n|(əυʃiəb(ə)l/ adj 1. which
can be changed or decided by discussions
between the people involved � The salary
for the job is negotiable. 2. which can be
exchanged for cash
negotiate

� negotiate /n |(əυʃiet/ (negotiates,
negotiating, negotiated) verb 1. to discuss
with someone � We are negotiating with
the travel agent about a refund. 2. to go
round something which is in the way � We
had to negotiate several boulders in the
road. � The burglars managed to negotiate
the alarm system successfully.
negotiation

� negotiation /n |�(əυʃi|eʃ(ə)n/ noun
the process of discussing something
neighneigh /ne/ (neighs, neighing, neighed)
verb to make the sound of a horse � We
could hear the horses neighing in the sta-
bles. (NOTE: + neigh n)
neighborneighbor /nebə/ noun US spelling of
neighbour
neighbour

� neighbour /nebə/ noun 1. a person
who lives near you � He doesn’t get on
with his neighbours. 2. a person who is sit-
ting next to you � Help yourself and then
pass the plate on to your neighbour. 3. an-
other person (old) � ‘Love of your neigh-
bour’ is one of the essentials of Christian
doctrine.
neighbourhoodneighbourhood /nebəhυd/ noun a
small area and the people who live in it �

This is a quiet neighbourhood – we don’t
like noisy parties. � The doctor knows eve-
ryone in the neighbourhood.
neighbouringneighbouring /nebərŋ/ adj which is
close to you (NOTE: The US spelling is
neighboring.)
neighbourlyneighbourly /nebəli/ adv friendly to
the people near you � It’s very neighbourly
of you to lend us your lawnmower. � People
in this street aren’t very neighbourly.
(NOTE: The US spelling is neighborly.)
neither

� neither /naðə, ni
ðə/ adj, pron not
either of two people or things � Neither car
or neither of the cars passed the test. � Nei-
ther sister is dark or neither of the sisters is
dark. � adv not either; used for showing
that a negative statement applies to two
things or people � He doesn’t eat meat and
neither does his wife. � She isn’t fat but
neither is she really very thin.

neonneon /ni
ɒn/ noun an inert gas found in
very small quantities in the atmosphere and
used in illuminated signs
nephew

� nephew /nefju
/ noun a son of your
sister or brother, or a son of your husband’s
or wife’s brother or sister
nepotismnepotism /nepətz(ə)m/ noun the un-
fair practice of giving jobs to members of
your own family rather than to people who
deserve to have them
nerdnerd /n#
d/ noun a person who is very in-
terested in technical things, especially
computers, and who other people some-
times think is boring
nerve

� nerve /n#
v/ noun 1. one of the fibres
in your body which take messages to and
from the brain � Nerves are very delicate
and easily damaged. 2. over-confidence or
rude behaviour � He’s got a nerve to ask
for a day off, when he was away all last
week. 3. the ability to keep your fear under
control in order to achieve something � It
takes a lot of nerve to disagree with your
friends. � He went over to speak to her but
at the last minute he lost his nerve.
nerve-rackingnerve-racking /n#
v r�kŋ/ adj which
is extremely frightening or worrying
nerve-wrackingnerve-wracking /n#
v r�kŋ/ adj same
as nerve-racking
nervous

� nervous /n#
vəs/ adj 1. worried and
easily frightened � She’s always been of a
nervous disposition � She gets nervous if
she is alone in the house at night. � He’s
nervous about driving in London. 2. refer-
ring to the nerves � the nervous system
nervous breakdownnervous breakdown /�n#
vəs
brekdaυn/ noun a non-medical expres-
sion for a condition where a patient be-
comes so worried or upset that he or she is
not able to do anything
nervousnessnervousness /n#
vəsnəs/ noun a state
of worry and tension
nervous systemnervous system /n#
vəs �sstəm/
noun the system of nerves in the body
nest

� nest /nest/ noun a structure built by
birds, and by some animals and insects, to
lay their eggs in � an ants’ nest � The birds
built their nests among the trees. � The
blackbirds have laid three eggs in their
nest.
nestlenestle /nes(ə)l/ (nestles, nestling, nes-
tled) verb to be in a safe and sheltered place
� Their cottage nestles at the bottom of the
valley. � A church nestling in the hills.
net

� net /net/, nett noun 1. a woven material
with large holes � A long skirt made of pink
net. 2. a piece of this material used for a
special purpose � a fishing net 3. same as
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Internet � adj after all payments such as tax
have been considered � That figure is net,
not gross.
netballnetball /netbɔ
l/ noun a team game sim-
ilar to basketball, played by two teams of
seven players, usually women, in which
the aim is to score points by throwing the
ball through a horizontal ring into a high
net
nettingnetting /netŋ/ noun a loosely woven
material
network

� network /netw#
k/ noun 1. a system
of things such as roads or railways con-
necting different places � the British rail
network � a satellite TV network � There is
a network of tunnels under the castle. 2. a
system of computers which are connected
together � How does this network operate?
� You can book at any of our hotels
throughout the country using our computer
network. 3. a group of people connected
with each other � his rapidly developing
network of contacts in government � verb
(networks, networking, networked) to
connect two or more computers in order to
allow them to exchange information �
Workstations within an office are usually
networked and share resources.
neuralneural /njυərəl/ adj referring to a nerve
or the nervous system
neurologyneurology /njυ|rɒləd�i/ noun the study
of nerves and the illnesses which affect
them
neurosisneurosis /njυ|rəυss/ (plural neuroses)
noun a mental state in which a patient
thinks all the time about something in an
excessive way and experiences strong
emotions about it, such as fear of empty
spaces
neuroticneurotic /njυ |rɒtk/ adj worried or al-
ways thinking about something in an ex-
cessive way � She has a neurotic dislike of
cats. � Don’t get neurotic about the change
in the firm’s logo.
neuterneuter /nju
tə/ (neuters, neutering,
neutered) verb to remove an animal’s sex
organs � We took our tomcat to the vet to
have him neutered.
neutralneutral /nju
trəl/ noun (of motor vehi-
cles) not in gear � The car is in neutral.
neutraliseneutralise /nju
trəlaz/ (neutralises,
neutralising, neutralised), neutralize verb
to work against the effect of something �

We acted immediately to neutralise the
threat from their navy.
neutralityneutrality /nju
|tr�lti/ noun the fact of
being neutral in a war

neutronneutron /nju
trɒn/ noun a neutral parti-
cle in the nucleus of an atom
never

� never /nevə/ adv not at any time; not
ever � We’ll never forget that restaurant. �
I’ve never bought anything in that shop al-
though I’ve often been inside it. � He never
eats meat.
nevertheless

� nevertheless /�nevəðə |les/ adv al-
though a particular situation exists � I
know it is raining, but nevertheless I’d like
to go for a walk along the beach. � She had
a cold, but went to the meeting neverthe-
less.
new

� new /nju
/ adj 1. made very recently, or
never used before � Put some new paper in
the printer. � The new version of the soft-
ware is now available. 2. which arrived re-
cently � There are two new secretaries in
the office. 3. completely different from
what was before � We need someone with
new ideas. � They put some new wallpaper
in the bedroom.
New AgeNew Age /nju
 ed�/ adj of modern ideas
about spiritual and medical matters
newbornnewborn /nju
bɔ
n/ adj which has been
born recently � The mother and her new-
born baby survived the crash.
newcomernewcomer /nju
k�mə/ noun a person
who has just come to a place
newfanglednewfangled /�nju
|f�ŋ(əld/ adj mod-
ern and complicated (informal )
new-foundnew-found /nju
 faυnd/ adj that has
been found recently
newly

� newly /nju
li/ adv recently
newly-wedsnewly-weds /nju
li wedz/ plural noun
two people who have just got married
news

� news /nju
z/ noun spoken or written
information about what has happened �
What’s the news of your sister? � I don’t
want to hear any bad news. � He was
watching the 10 o’clock news on TV. � to
break the news to someone to tell some-
one the bad news � He broke the news to
his daughters.
newsagentnewsagent /nju
zed�ənt/ noun a per-
son who sells newspapers (NOTE: Newsa-
gent has no connection with news agency.)
newsflashnewsflash /nju
zfl�ʃ/ noun a short
piece of news broadcast at an unexpected
time
newsgroupnewsgroup /nju
z |�(ru
p/ noun an In-
ternet discussion group
newsletternewsletter /nju
zletə/ noun a printed
sheet or small newspaper giving news
about a company, a club or other organisa-
tion
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newspaper

� newspaper /nju
zpepə/ noun a set
of loose folded sheets of paper, containing
news of what has happened, especially in
the last 24 hours � He was so absorbed in
his newspaper that he didn’t notice that the
toast had burnt. � We saw your picture in
the local newspaper. � The newspapers are
full of news of the election.
newsprintnewsprint /nju
zprnt/ noun cheap pa-
per used for newspapers and magazines
newsreader

� newsreader /nju
zri
də/ noun a per-
son who reads the news on radio or TV
newsworthynewsworthy /nju
zw#
ði/ adj interest-
ing enough to be in the newspapers or on
radio or TV
new wavenew wave /nju
 wev/ noun an original
movement in the arts
New Year’s Day

� New Year’s Day /�nju
 jəz de/
noun 1st January
New Year’s Eve

� New Year’s Eve /�nju
 jəz i
v/
noun 31st December
next

� next /nekst/ adj, adv 1. coming after in
time � On Wednesday we go to Paris, and
the next day we travel to Italy. � First you
put the eggs into a bowl and next you add
some sugar. � Don’t forget to give me a call
when you’re next in town. � Next week is
the start of our holiday. � The next time you
go to the supermarket, can you get some
coffee? 2. nearest in place � The ball went
over the fence into the next garden. � She
took the seat next to mine. � pron the thing
or person following � After two buses went
past full, the next was almost empty. � I’ll
be back from holiday the week after next. �
(asking the next person in the queue to
come) Next, please!
next door

� next door /�nekst dɔ
/ adj, adv in the
house next to this one � Who lives next
door to your mother? � The shop is next
door to a bank.
nibnib /nb/ noun the point of a pen, from
which the ink flows
nibblenibble /nb(ə)l/ (nibbles, nibbling, nib-
bled) verb to eat something by taking small
bites � She was nibbling a biscuit. � The
mice have nibbled into the flour sacks.
(NOTE: + nibble n)
nice

� nice /nas/ adj 1. pleasant, enjoyable �

We had a nice time at the seaside. � If the
weather’s nice let’s have a picnic. � The
nicest thing about the town is that it is on
the sea. 2. pleasant, polite � That wasn’t a
very nice thing to say. � Try and be nice to
your grandfather.
nice-lookingnice-looking /nas lυkŋ/ adj attractive
or pleasing to look at

nicetynicety /nasəti/ (plural niceties) noun a
slight or exact detail
nicheniche /ni
ʃ/ noun a place which curves in-
wards in a wall � There are statues in nich-
es all round the garden.
nicknick /nk/ noun 1. a small cut in something
� He made a nick in the stick. 2. a prison �
He’s been in the nick for the last year. �

verb (nicks, nicking, nicked) 1. to make a
small cut in something � He nicked his fin-
ger with a razor blade. 2. to steal some-
thing (informal) � A group of young lads
who went around nicking things from the
local shops. � Who’s nicked my umbrella?
� in the nick of time just in time (informal)
nickelnickel /nk(ə)l/ noun 1. a metallic ele-
ment, used in making special metal alloys
� nickel-plated handlebars � We use an al-
loy of copper and nickel. 2. US and Canada
a 5-cent coin � Can you lend me a nickel?
nicknamenickname /nknem/ noun a short or in-
formal name given to someone � Her real
name’s Henrietta, but everyone calls her
by her nickname ‘Bobbles’. � verb to give a
nickname to someone � He was nicknamed
‘Camel’ because of his big nose.
nicotinenicotine /nkəti
n/ noun a harmful sub-
stance in tobacco, also used for killing in-
sects
niece

� niece /ni
s/ noun a daughter of a broth-
er or sister, or a daughter of your husband’s
or wife’s brother or sister
niftynifty /nfti/ adj very good or effective
niggleniggle /n((ə)l/ (niggles, niggling, nig-
gled) verb 1. to criticise someone or some-
thing in an annoying way 2. to be a cause
of worry to somebody, especially in a small
way over a long period of time
nigglingniggling /n((ə)lŋ/ adj small and not
very important
night

� night /nat/ noun the time when it is
dark � It’s dangerous to walk alone in the
streets at night. � Burglars got into the of-
fice during the night. � He is on night duty
three days a week. � They’re planning to
have a night out tomorrow.
nightclubnightclub /natkl�b/ noun a club which
is only open at night
nightdressnightdress /natdres/ noun a long
loose dress which you wear in bed (NOTE:
usually called a nightie)
nightfallnightfall /natfɔ
l/ noun the time when
night starts
nightgownnightgown /nat |�(aυn/ noun a night-
dress or nightshirt
nightienightie /nati/ noun a nightdress
(informal)
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nightingalenightingale /natŋ(el/ noun a small
singing bird which sings at night
night lifenight life /nat laf/ noun entertainment
in a town at night
nightlynightly /natli/ adv every night � Car
thefts are a nightly occurrence around
here.
nightmarenightmare /natmeə/ noun a very
frightening dream
nightshirtnightshirt /nat |�ʃ#
t/ noun a piece of
clothing like a long loose shirt for wearing
in bed
night-timenight-time /nat tam/ noun a period
when it is night
nil

� nil /nl/ noun 1. the number 0 (used in
giving the result of a game) � We lost three
nil. 2. nothing � Our advertising budget
has been cut to nil.
nimblenimble /nmbəl/ (nimbler, nimblest) adj
able to move quickly
nine

� nine /nan/ noun the number 9
9/119/11 /�nan |lev(ə)n/ noun the events of 9
September 2001, when terrorists flew air-
craft into the two towers of the World
Trade Center in New York, destroying
them and causing thousands of deaths
999999 /�nan nan nan/ noun a telephone
number to call the emergency services in
Britain � The firemen came quickly when
we called 999. � The ambulance answered
the 999 call.
nineteen

� nineteen /�nan|ti
n/ noun the number
19
nineteenth

� nineteenth /nan |ti
nθ/, 19th adj re-
lating to number 19 in a series � noun
number 19 in a series
ninetieth

� ninetieth /nantiəθ/, 90th adj relating
to number 90 in a series � It’s his ninetieth
birthday tomorrow. � noun number 90 in a
series
ninety

� ninety /nanti/ noun number 90 �
nineties the numbers between 90 and 99
ninth

� ninth /nanθ/ adj relating to number 9
in a series � You’re the ninth person in the
queue. � noun number 9 in a series
nipnip /np/ (nips, nipping, nipped) verb 1. to
squeeze sharply � We nipped off the end of
the stalk to stop the plant growing any tall-
er. � The crab nipped his thumb as he
picked it up. � bud 2. to bite sharply � The
dog nipped the postman in the leg. 3. to go
very quickly � I’ll just nip round to the
newsagent’s and get the evening paper. �

We’ll nip down to the pub for a drink.
nipple

� nipple /np(ə)l/ noun the darker part
in the centre of a woman’s breast, through

which the milk passes � She held the baby
to her nipple.
nirvananirvana /nə |vɑ
nə/ noun a state of spir-
itual enlightenment in religions such as
Hinduism, Buddhism and Jainism
nitratenitrate /natret/ noun a chemical com-
pound containing nitrogen and oxygen, ex-
isting in all plants
nitrogen

� nitrogen /natrəd�ən/ noun an im-
portant gas which is essential for life, and
which forms most of the atmosphere
nitwitnitwit /ntwt/ noun a stupid idiot (insult)
no

� no /nəυ/ adj, adv 1. used for giving a
negative answer � I asked my mother if we
could borrow her car but she said ‘no’. �

Do you want another cup of coffee? – No,
thank you. 2. not any � There’s no milk left
in the fridge. � We live in a little village,
and there’s no post office for miles around.
� We had no reply to our fax. � no entry
you may not go in this way � no exit you
may not go out this way � no parking you
may not park � no smoking you may not
smoke
no.

� no. /n�mbə/ abbr number
nobilitynobility /nəυ |blti/ noun 1. all noble
families, taken as a group � The king invit-
ed members of the nobility to the meeting.
� The nobility fought hard to protect their
privileges. 2. the quality of being extreme-
ly polite, being impressive and brave � The
nobility of his actions is not in doubt.
noblenoble /nəυb(ə)l/ noun a person of high
rank � The nobles forced the king to sign
the treaty.
noblemannobleman /nəυb(ə)lmən/ (plural noble-
men) noun a man of high rank
noblewomannoblewoman /nəυb(ə)lwυmən/ (plural
noblewomen) noun a woman of high rank
nobody

� nobody /nəυbədi/ pron same as no
one
nocturnalnocturnal /nɒk |t#
n(ə)l/ adj relating to
the night � The nocturnal habits of the
badger.
nod

� nod /nɒd/ verb (nods, nodding, nod-
ded) 1. to move the head slightly up and
down, meaning ‘yes’ � When he asked her
if she understood, she nodded (her head). �
He nodded in agreement. (NOTE: The oppo-
site is to shake your head, meaning ‘no’.) 2.
to move the head slightly up and down, to
mean ‘hello’ or ‘goodbye’ [~at] � She nod-
ded at me as I went past. � noun a move-
ment of the head up and down, meaning
‘yes’ � He gave me a nod as I came in.
nod offnod off phrasal verb to go to sleep � She
was nodding off in front of the television.
(NOTE: nodding – nodded)
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nodulenodule /nɒdju
l/ noun a small lump or
swelling
no-go areano-go area /�nəυ (əυ eəriə/ noun an
area of a town where ordinary people or the
police cannot go
noise

� noise /nɔz/ noun 1. a loud or unpleas-
ant sound � I can’t hear you for the noise
of the workmen in the street. � Let’s not in-
vite the children – I can’t stand noise. 2.
sound in general � There was a noise of
running water in the bathroom. � The
washing machine is making a funny noise.
� He woke up when he heard a noise in the
kitchen.
noise pollutionnoise pollution /nɔz pə |�lu
ʃ(ə)n/
noun spoiling people’s enjoyment of the
outdoors by making a lot of noise
noisilynoisily /nɔzli/ adv making a lot of
noise
noisy

� noisy /nɔzi/ (noisier, noisiest) adj
who or which makes a lot of noise � a
crowd of noisy little boys � Unfortunately,
the hotel overlooks a noisy crossroads. �
This lawn mower is noisier than our old
one.
nomadnomad /nəυm�d/ noun a person who
moves from place to place in a large area of
land without settling in any one spot
no-man’s-landno-man’s-land /nəυ m�nz �l�nd/
noun land between two countries or ar-
mies, which does not belong to either
nominalnominal /nɒmn(ə)l/ adj 1. in name, not
in fact � He’s the nominal head of the com-
pany, but his secretary does all the work. �
His appointment as director is entirely
nominal – I will continue to be in charge. 2.
involving a small amount of money � We
pay a nominal fee. � The subscription is re-
ally nominal. � We make a nominal charge
for our services.
nominatenominate /nɒmnet/ (nominates,
nominating, nominated) verb to suggest
someone for a post (NOTE: + nomination n)
nomineenominee /�nɒm |ni
/ noun a person who
has been suggested for something such as
a job
non-non- /nɒn/ prefix not
non-aggressionnon-aggression /�nɒn ə|(reʃ(ə)n/
noun a government’s policy of not attack-
ing other countries
nonchalantnonchalant /nɒnʃ(ə)lənt/ adj not
showing any excitement or worry about an-
ything
non-combatantnon-combatant /nɒn kɒmbətənt/
noun 1. a person who is not in the armed
forces during a war 2. a chaplain, medical
officer, or other member of the armed forc-
es who does not take part in battle

non-committalnon-committal /�nɒn kə |mt(ə)l/ adj
not deciding on a definite course of action,
not agreeing with either side in an argu-
ment
nonconformistnonconformist /�nɒnkən |fɔ
mst/ adj,
noun not following the usual social con-
ventions � His nonconformist attitude to
staff relations.
non-countnon-count /nɒn kaυnt/ adj same as un-
countable
nondescriptnondescript /nɒndskrpt/ adj very or-
dinary, without any special qualities
none

� none /n�n/ pron 1. not any � How
many dogs have you got? – None. � Can
you buy some milk? We’ve none left in the
fridge? � A little money is better than none
at all. 2. not one � None of my friends
smokes. � None of the group can speak
Chinese.
nonentitynonentity /nɒ |nentti/ noun a person
who is completely unimportant
nonethelessnonetheless /�n�nðə|les/ adv although
a particular situation exists
non-eventnon-event /nɒn  |vent/ noun an occa-
sion or event which makes you feel disap-
pointed because it is not as good as you ex-
pected
nonexistentnonexistent /�nɒn(|zstənt/ adj which
does not exist, which is not real
non-fictionnon-fiction /nɒn fkʃən/ noun books
which are about real things, events or peo-
ple, and are not stories
non-flammablenon-flammable /nɒn fl�məb(ə)l/ adj
which does not burn easily
non-interventionnon-intervention /�nɒn �ntə |

venʃ(ə)n/ noun a decision or policy to
avoid becoming involved in disagreements
between two other people or countries
non-membernon-member /nɒn membə/ noun not a
member of a particular organisation
no-nono-no /nəυ nəυ/ noun a thing which is
not allowed (informal)
no-nonsenseno-nonsense /�nəυ nɒnsəns/ adj sen-
sible, serious and honest
non-paymentnon-payment /�nɒn pemənt/ noun a
failure to pay
nonplussednonplussed /nɒn|pl�st/ adj confused
non-proliferationnon-proliferation /nɒn prə |�lfə |

reʃ(ə)n/ noun the practice of limiting the
production or spread of something, espe-
cially nuclear weapons or other weapons of
mass destruction
non-residentnon-resident /�nɒn rezd(ə)nt/ noun a
person who is not living in a place or not
staying there very long
nonsense

� nonsense /nɒnsəns/ noun silly ideas
� I’m too fat – nonsense! � He talked a lot
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of nonsense. � It’s nonsense to expect peo-
ple to pay money for that. (NOTE: no plural)
non sequiturnon sequitur /�nɒn sekwtə/ noun a
statement which appears to have no con-
nection to what was said immediately be-
fore it
non-smokernon-smoker /nɒn sməυkə/ noun a per-
son who does not smoke
non-standardnon-standard /nɒn st�ndəd/ adj not
meeting the requirements of an accepted
standard
nonstarternonstarter /nɒn |stɑ
tə/ noun a project
or plan which is never going to be accepted
non-sticknon-stick /�nɒn stk/ adj with a surface
which prevents food sticking to it
non-stopnon-stop /�nɒn stɒp/ adj which does
not stop � a non-stop train to Paris � They
took a non-stop flight to Australia. � All
our flights to Toronto are non-stop. � adv
without stopping � The planes flies to
Hong Kong non-stop. � They worked non-
stop to finish the job on time.
noodlesnoodles /nu
d(ə)lz/ plural noun long flat
pieces of pasta � I ordered spicy meatballs
with noodles. � We started with chicken
noodle soup.
nooknook /nυk/ noun a small hiding place
noonnoon /nu
n/ noun twelve o’clock in the
middle of the day
no one

� no one /nəυ w�n/ pron no person �
We met no one we knew. � No one here
takes sugar in their tea. � There was no-
body in the café. � Nobody wants to do her
job. � no one else no other person � No one
else’s child behaved as badly as ours on
the plane!
noosenoose /nu
s/ noun a circle in a piece of
rope which becomes tight as you pull on it
nopenope /nəυp/ interj no � Any luck? – Nope!
nor

� nor /nɔ
/ conj and not � ‘I don’t want to
go’ – ‘Nor me!’ � I did not meet him that
year nor in subsequent years. � I never
went there again, nor did my wife. � neither
norm

� norm /nɔ
m/ noun the standard
normal

� normal /nɔ
m(ə)l/ adj usual or expect-
ed � We hope to restore normal service as
soon as possible. � Look at the rain – it’s
just a normal British summer. � What’s the
size of a normal swimming pool? � At her
age, it’s only normal for her to want to go
to parties.
normalisenormalise /nɔ
məlaz/ (normalises,
normalising, normalised), normalize verb
to make normal again
normalitynormality /nɔ
|m�lti/ noun the fact of
being normal

normally

� normally /nɔ
m(ə)li/ adv usually �

The bus is normally late. � She doesn’t nor-
mally drink wine.
north

� north /nɔ
θ/ noun the direction to your
left when you are facing the direction in
which the sun rises � There will be snow in
the north of the country. � It’s cold when
the wind blows from the north. � adj relat-
ing to the north � We went on holiday to the
north coast of Scotland. � The north side of
our house never gets any sun. � When the
north wind blows, you can expect snow. �
adv towards the north � They were travel-
ling north at the time. � Go north for three
miles and then you’ll see the road to Lon-
don. � Our office windows face north.
northboundnorthbound /nɔ
θbaυnd/ adj travelling
towards the north
north-east

� north-east /�nɔ
θ i
st/ adv the direc-
tion between north and east
north-easterlynorth-easterly /nɔ
θ i
stəli/ adj 1. to-
wards the north-east 2. (of a wind) blowing
from the north-east � noun a wind from the
north-east
north-easternnorth-eastern /�nɔ
θ i
stən/ adj from,
of or in the north-east
northerlynortherly /nɔ
ðəli/ adj 1. towards the
north 2. (of a wind) blowing from the north
northern

� northern /nɔ
ð(ə)n/ adj from, of or in
the north � They live in the northern part of
the country.
northernernortherner /nɔ
ð(ə)nə/, Northerner
noun a person who lives in or comes from
the north of a country or region
northern hemispherenorthern hemisphere /�nɔ
ð(ə)n
�hem |sfə/ noun the part of the earth
above the equator
northernmostnorthernmost /nɔ
ð(ə)nməυst/ adj
furthest to the north
North PoleNorth Pole /nɔ
θ pəυl/ noun the fur-
thest point north on the earth
northwardnorthward /nɔ
θwəd/ adj towards the
north
northwardsnorthwards /nɔ
θwədz/ adv towards
the north
north-west

� north-west /�nɔ
θ west/ adv the di-
rection between west and north
north-westerlynorth-westerly /nɔ
θ westəli/ adj 1.
towards the north-west 2. (of a wind) low-
ing from the north-west
north-westernnorth-western /�nɔ
θ westən/ adj
from, of or in the north-west
nose

� nose /nəυz/ noun a part of the body on
your face which you breathe through and
smell with � He has a cold, and his nose is
red. � Dogs have wet noses. � She’s got flu
– her nose is running. � Don’t wipe your
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nose on your sleeve, use a tissue. � under
his, her, etc. very nose in front of him, her,
etc. � I did it under his very nose and he
didn’t notice a thing. � to blow your nose
to blow air through your nose into a hand-
kerchief to remove liquid from your nose �
to speak through your nose to talk as if
your nose is blocked, so that you say ‘b’
rather than ‘m’ and ‘d’ rather than ‘n’ � to
look down your nose at something to
look at something as if you don’t think it is
very good � She’s got a degree and looks
down her nose at the other secretaries. � to
turn your nose up at something to show
that you don’t feel something is good
enough for you � It’s a marvellous deal, I
don’t see why you should turn your nose up
at it.
nosebleednosebleed /nəυzbli
d/ noun blood
coming from the nose
nosedivenosedive /nəυzdav/ noun (of some-
thing flying) a steep movement downwards
(NOTE: + nosedive v)
nostalgianostalgia /nɒ |st�ld�ə/ noun a sad feel-
ing of wanting things to be the same as they
were in the past
nostalgicnostalgic /nɒ |st�ld�k/ adj referring to
nostalgia
nostrilnostril /nɒstrl/ noun one of the two
holes in your nose, which you breathe
through
not

� not /nɒt/ adv used with verbs to show
the negative � A service charge is not in-
cluded. � It isn’t there. � She can’t come. �
He didn’t want any meat. � We couldn’t go
home because of the fog. � Don’t you like
coffee? � not exactly 1. not completely �
Was it a disaster? – Not exactly a disaster,
but it didn’t go very well. � It’s not exactly
the colour I wanted. 2. used for emphasis-
ing a negative � He’s not exactly pleased at
having to pay out so much money. �

not…either and not…also � She doesn’t
eat meat, and she doesn’t eat fish either. �
It wasn’t hot, but it wasn’t very cold either.
� not only…but also not just this…but this
as well � The film wasn’t only very long,
but it was also very bad.
notablenotable /nəυtəb(ə)l/ adj which is worth
noticing � It was a notable achievement. �
She was notable by her absence. � The
town is notable for its currant cakes. �
noun an important person � a meeting of
local notables
notably

� notably /nəυtəbli/ adv 1. especially �
Some Western countries, notably Canada
and the United States, have a very high
standard of living. 2. in a way that is easily

noticed � The food was notably better than
the last time we ate there.
notationnotation /nəυ |teʃ(ə)n/ noun a system of
symbols used to show notes in music, or to
show signs used in mathematics
notchnotch /nɒtʃ/ noun a small V-shaped cut �

He cut two notches in the stick with his
penknife.
note

� note /nəυt/ noun 1. a few words in
writing to remind yourself of something �
She made a note of what she needed to buy
before she went to the supermarket. � She
made a few notes before she gave her
speech. � He left us a note to say he’d be
back later. 2. a short message � She left a
note for the managing director with his
secretary. � He wrote me a note to say he
couldn’t come. 3. a piece of paper money �
I tried to pay with a £10 note. 4. a musical
sound or a written sign meaning a musical
sound � He can’t sing high notes. � verb
(notes, noting, noted) 1. to write down
something in a few words � The policeman
noted in his notebook all the details of the
accident. 2. to take notice of something
[~(that)] � Please note that our prices were
raised on January 1st. � to take note of to
pay attention to � We have to take note of
public opinion.
notebooknotebook /nəυtbυk/ noun a small book
for making notes � The policeman wrote
down the details in his notebook.
noted

� noted /nəυtd/ adj famous
notepadnotepad /nəυtp�d/ noun 1. a block of
paper for writing notes � I took a notepad
to jot down any interesting points from the
lecture. 2. (in computing) a part of the
screen used to store information even if the
terminal is switched off � Use the notepad
to make changes to your file.
notepaper

� notepaper /nəυtpepə/ noun 1. a pa-
per for writing letters � It must be an offi-
cial order, it’s written on the company’s
headed notepaper. � You’ll find some note-
paper in the hotel bedroom. 2. US paper for
writing rough notes on
noteworthynoteworthy /nəυtw#
ði/ adj worth no-
ticing because it is interesting or special
nothing

� nothing /n�θŋ/ pron not anything �
There’s nothing interesting on TV. � She
said nothing about what she had seen. �
There’s nothing more we can do. � for
nothing free, without having to pay �

We’re friends of the woman running the
show and she got us in for nothing.
notice

� notice /nəυts/ noun 1. a piece of
writing giving information, usually put in a
place where everyone can see it � He
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pinned up a notice about the staff tennis
match. 2. an official warning that some-
thing has to be done, that something is go-
ing to happen � They gave us five minutes’
notice to leave the office. � If you want to
resign, you have to give a month’s notice. �
The train times were changed without no-
tice. � verb (notices, noticing, noticed) to
see; to take note of [~(that)/~how/what/who
etc] � I didn’t notice you had come in. �

Did you notice how tired John was look-
ing? � I wore one blue and one white sock
all day and nobody noticed. � at short no-
tice with very little warning � It had to be
done at short notice. � The bank manager
will not see anyone at such short notice. �

until further notice until different instruc-
tions are given � You must pay £200 on the
30th of each month until further notice.
noticeable

� noticeable /nəυtsəb(ə)l/ adj which
is easily noticed
noticeboardnoticeboard /nəυtsbɔ
d/ noun a board
which is fixed to a wall, on which notices
can be attached
notificationnotification /�nəυtf|keʃ(ə)n/ noun
the act of informing someone
notifynotify /nəυtfa/ (notifies, notifying, no-
tified) verb to tell someone about some-
thing formally [~of/about] � They were no-
tified of the arrival of the shipment. � We
will notify you of the exact fee at a later
date.
notion

� notion /nəυʃ(ə)n/ noun an idea � She
has this strange notion that she ought to be
a TV star.
notorietynotoriety /�nəυtə |raəti/ noun a bad rep-
utation
notoriousnotorious /nəυ |tɔ
riəs/ adj well known
for bad qualities, or for doing bad things
nougatnougat /nu
(ɑ
/ noun a type of white
sweet made with nuts, honey and the white
parts of eggs
noughtnought /nɔ
t/ noun 1. the number 0 �

One million can be written as ‘1m’ or as
one and six noughts. (NOTE: nought is more
common in British English; in US English,
zero is more usual.) 2. nothing
noun

� noun /naυn/ noun (in grammar) a word
which can be the subject or object of a verb
and is used to refer to a person, thing or an-
imal � nouns such as ‘brick’ and ‘ele-
phant’ � In ‘the cat caught a mouse’, ‘cat’
and ‘mouse’ are both nouns.
noun phrasenoun phrase /naυn frez/ noun a word
or group of which is used in the same way
as a noun, e.g. as the subject, object, or top-
ic, in a sentence

nourishnourish /n�rʃ/ (nourishes, nourish-
ing, nourished) verb 1. to give food to
someone � All the children look very well
nourished. 2. to keep things such as ideas
or hopes alive � The news nourished their
hopes that their son might still be alive.
nourishingnourishing /n�rʃŋ/ adj which pro-
vides people, animals, or plants with the
substances they need to live, grow and re-
main fit and healthy
nourishmentnourishment /n�rʃmənt/ noun food
in general � She just lies in bed and refuses
to take any nourishment.
novel

� novel /nɒv(ə)l/ noun a long story with
imaginary characters and events � ‘Pick-
wick Papers’ was Dickens’ first major nov-
el. � adj new and unusual � Visiting New
York is a novel experience for me.
novelistnovelist /nɒv(ə)lst/ noun a person who
writes novels
novelty

� novelty /nɒv(ə)lti/ (plural novelties)
noun 1. a new thing you have not experi-
enced before � Flying in a plane is still a
novelty for them. 2. the fact of being new �
The novelty of the new job soon wore off. 3.
an unusual little object, usually with no
practical use � Small shops selling novel-
ties and souvenirs.
November

� November /nəυ |vembə/ noun the
eleventh month of the year, the month after
October and before December � November
5 � Today is November 5th. � She was born
in November. � We never go on holiday in
November. (NOTE: November 5th or No-
vember 5: say ‘November the fifth’ or ‘the
fifth of November’ or in US English: ‘Novem-
ber fifth’.)
novicenovice /nɒvs/ noun a person who has
very little experience or skill, e.g. in a job
or sport � He’s still a novice at rowing. � A
competition like this is not for novices.
now

� now /naυ/ adv at or around this point in
time � I can hear a train coming now. �
Please can we go home now? � The flight
is only two hours – he ought to be in Berlin
by now. � Now’s the best time for going ski-
ing. � A week from now we’ll be sitting on
the beach. � interj showing a warning �

Now then, don’t be rude to the teacher! �
Come on now, work hard! � Now, now! No-
body wants to hear you crying. � now and
then from time to time, not continuously �
until now, up to now until this point in
time � Until now, I’ve never had to see a
doctor.
nowadays

� nowadays /naυədez/ adv at the
present time � Nowadays lots of people go
to Spain on holiday. � The traffic is so bad
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nowadays that it takes us an hour to drive
to Piccadilly Circus.
nowhere

� nowhere /nəυweə/ adv not in or to
any place � My wallet was nowhere to be
found. � Where are you going? – Nowhere.
� There is nowhere else for them to live. �

to get nowhere not to have any success � I
rang six shops to try and find a spare part,
but got nowhere.
no-win situationno-win situation /nəυ wn/ noun a sit-
uation in which you are likely to fail or suf-
fer, whatever you do
noxiousnoxious /nɒkʃəs/ adj harmful or poison-
ous
nozzlenozzle /nɒz(ə)l/ noun a fitting at the end
of a pipe which controls the flow of liquid
nuancenuance /nju
ɒns/ noun a slight shade of
meaning
nuclear

� nuclear /nju
kliə/ adj relating to ener-
gy made from parts of atoms � a nuclear
power station
nuclear familynuclear family /�nju
kliə f�m(ə)li/
noun a family consisting simply of parents
and children. � extended family
nuclear reactornuclear reactor /�nju
kliə ri|�ktə/
noun a machine which creates heat and en-
ergy by starting and controlling atomic fis-
sion
nucleus

� nucleus /nju
kliəs/ (plural nuclei)
noun 1. the central part of an atom, formed
of neutrons and protons � Electrons orbit
the nucleus of the atom. 2. the central body
in a cell, containing DNA and RNA, and
controlling the way that the cell works �
First the nucleus divides, then the whole
cell splits in two. 3. a centre around which
something gathers � The six experienced
players form the nucleus of the new team.
nudenude /nju
d/ adj not wearing clothes, es-
pecially in situations where people are ex-
pected to wear some clothes � Nude sun-
bathing is not allowed on this beach. � She
has appeared nude on stage several times.
nudgenudge /n�d�/ noun a little push, usually
with the elbow � She gave me a nudge to
wake me up. � verb (nudges, nudging,
nudged) to give a little push, usually with
the elbow � He nudged me when it was my
turn to speak.
nudismnudism /nju
dz(ə)m/ noun a belief in
the physical and mental advantages of not
wearing any clothes
nudistnudist /nju
dst/ noun a person who
chooses not wear clothes � adj relating to
nudists
nuditynudity /nju
dti/ noun nakedness

nuggetnugget /n�(t/ noun 1. a lump of gold in
its natural state 2. a little lump of food fried
with others � chicken nuggets
nuisance

� nuisance /nju
s(ə)ns/ noun a thing
which annoys people
nukenuke /nju
k/ verb (nukes, nuking,
nuked) to attack with nuclear weapons �

noun a nuclear weapon
nullifynullify /n�lfa/ (nullifies, nullifying,
nullified) verb 1. to make something no
longer legal or official � This new amend-
ment to the contract will nullify the condi-
tions we have just agreed. � It nullified all
our attempts at negotiation. 2. to make use-
less � His speech has nullified all our at-
tempts at negotiation.
numbnumb /n�m/ adj not able to feel things
that you touch � The tips of his fingers went
numb. � His hands were numb with cold.
number

� number /n�mbə/ noun 1. a sign that
represents an amount � 13 is not a lucky
number. � Their house is number 49. � Can
you give me your telephone number? � A
number 6 bus goes to Oxford Street. �
Please quote your account number. 2. a
quantity of people or things � The number
of tickets sold was disappointing. � A large
number of children or large numbers of
children will be sitting the exam. � There
were only a small number of people at the
meeting. � verb (numbers, numbering,
numbered) to give something a number �
The raffle tickets are numbered 1 to 1000.
� I refer to our invoices numbered 234 and
235. � All the seats are clearly numbered.
� his days are numbered he hasn’t much
time left to live
number onenumber one /�n�mbə wɒn/ noun 1.
yourself, your own interests 2. the most im-
portant thing or person � His latest single
is number one in the charts. � She’s
number one in the organisation.
number plate

� number plate /n�mbə plet/ noun
one of two signs fixed on the front and
back of a vehicle which shows the official
number of the vehicle (NOTE: The US term
is license plate.)
numbingnumbing /n�mŋ/ adj causing a lack of
feeling in a part of the body
numbnessnumbness /n�mnəs/ noun having no
feeling
numeracynumeracy /nju
m(ə)rəsi/ noun the abil-
ity to work with numbers
numeralnumeral /nju
m(ə)rəl/ noun a written
sign representing a number
numeratenumerate /nju
m(ə)rət/ adj able to
work with numbers
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numerous

� numerous /nju
m(ə)rəs/ adj very
many � He has been fined for speeding on
numerous occasions.
nunnun /n�n/ noun a woman member of a re-
ligious group who live together (NOTE: Do
not confuse with none. Note: the equivalent
men are monks.)
nurse

� nurse /n#
s/ noun a person who looks
after sick people (woman or man) � She has
a job as a nurse in the local hospital. � verb
(nurses, nursing, nursed) to look after
people who are ill � When she fell ill her
daughter nursed her until she was better.
nurserynursery /n#
s(ə)ri/ (plural nurseries)
noun a school for very young children, or a
place where very young children are
looked after � My sister went to a nursery
every day from the age of 18 months.
nursery rhymenursery rhyme /n#
s(ə)ri ram/ noun a
little piece of poetry for children
nursery schoolnursery school /n#
s(ə)ri sku
l/ noun
a school for very small children, for chil-
dren under five years old
nursingnursing /n#
sŋ/ noun the profession of
being a nurse � She decided to go in for
nursing. � Have you considered nursing as
a career?
nursing home

� nursing home /n#
sŋ həυm/ noun
a small private hospital
nurturenurture /n#
tʃə/ (nurtures, nurturing,
nurtured) verb to care for children, plants
or ideas and encourage them to develop
nut

� nut /n�t/ noun 1. a dry fruit with a hard
shell, that grows on trees 2. a metal ring
which screws on a bolt to hold it tight �
Screw the nut on tightly. � the nuts and
bolts of something the main details of
something (informal) � You’ll need to mas-
ter the nuts and bolts of the stock market
before going to work in the city.
nutcrackernutcracker /n�t|�kr�kə/ noun a bird
that eats pine nuts

nutrientnutrient /nju
triənt/ noun a substance
in food which encourages the growth of
living things
nutritionnutrition /nju
 |trʃ(ə))n/ noun 1. the
way in which food affects health � A
scheme to improve nutrition in the poorer
areas. 2. the study of food � We are study-
ing nutrition as part of the food science
course.
nutritionistnutritionist /nju
 |trʃ(ə)nst/ noun a
person who is an expert in the study of nu-
trition and who advises people about what
to eat in order to be healthy
nutritiousnutritious /nju
 |trʃəs/ adj valuable as
food
nuts

� nuts /n�ts/ adj crazy (informal) � nuts
about someone or something very keen
on someone or something � He’s nuts
about old cars. � to drive someone nuts
to make someone crazy � I wish they’d turn
the music down – it’s driving me nuts.
nutshellnutshell /n�tʃel/ noun the hard outside
part of a nut � in a nutshell as concisely as
possible � It’s a long and complicated sto-
ry, but, in a nutshell, he left his wife and set
fire to the house.
nutternutter /n�tə/ noun a person who other
people think is extremely strange or crazy
(offensive informal)
nuttynutty /n�ti/ adj 1. full of nuts � a nutty
chocolate bar 2. crazy � He’s a typical nut-
ty professor. � I think it’s a bit of a nutty
idea myself.
nuzzlenuzzle /n�z(ə)l/ (nuzzles, nuzzling,
nuzzled) verb to press your nose up to
nylon

� nylon /nalɒn/ noun a type of strong
artificial material used to make things such
as clothing or sheets
nymphomaniacnymphomaniac /�nmfə|meni�k/
noun an offensive word for a woman who
is always thinking about sex or wanting to
have sex
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oo /əυ/, O noun the fifteenth letter of the al-
phabet, between N and P
oak

� oak /əυk/ noun 1. a type of large tree
which loses its leaves in winter � a forest of
oak trees � Oaks produce thousands of
acorns each year. 2. wood from this tree �
an oak table
oaroar /ɔ
/ noun a long wooden pole with a
flat part at the end, used for moving a boat
along
oasisoasis /əυ|ess/ (plural oases) noun 1. a
place in the desert where there is water, and
where plants grow � After crossing the
desert for days they finally arrived at an
oasis. 2. a quiet pleasant place which is dif-
ferent from everything else around it �
Golden Square is an oasis of calm in the
middle of London’s West End.
oath

� oath /əυθ/ noun a swear word � As the
police grabbed him, he let out a long string
of oaths.
oatmealoatmeal /əυtmi
l/ noun small rough
pieces of crushed oats, used especially to
make porridge
obedientobedient /ə |bi
diənt/ adj doing what you
are told to do � Our old dog is very obedi-
ent – he always comes when you call him.
obeseobese /əυ|bi
s/ adj someone who is
obese is so fat that it is dangerous for their
health
obesityobesity /əυ |bi
sti/ noun the medical
condition of being extremely fat
obey

� obey /ə |be/ (obeys, obeying, obeyed)
verb to do what someone tells you to do �
If you can’t obey orders you shouldn’t be a
policeman. � Everyone must obey the law.
obituaryobituary /ə |btʃuəri/ (plural obituaries)
noun a written account of someone’s life,
published after his or her death
objectobject1 /ɒbd�ekt/ noun 1. a thing � They
thought they saw a strange object in the
sky. 2. an aim � Their object is to take con-
trol of the radio station. 3. a noun, pronoun
or phrase which follows directly from a
verb or preposition � In the phrase ‘the cat
caught the mouse’, the word ‘mouse’ is the
object of the verb ‘caught’.

objectobject2 /əb |d�ekt/ (objects, objecting,
objected) verb to say that you do not like
something or you do not want something to
happen � I object to being treated like a
child. � He objected that the pay was too
low.
objection

� objection /əb|d�ekʃən/ noun a reason
for refusing to agree to [~to] � Do you have
any objection to me smoking? � Any objec-
tions to the plan? � to raise an objection
to something to object to something � She
raised several objections to the proposal.
objective

� objective /əb |d�ektv/ adj consider-
ing things from a general point of view and
not from your own � You must be objective
when planning the future of your business.
� noun something that you are trying or in-
tending to achieve � Our main objective is
to make the club financially sound. � The
company has achieved all its objectives.
objectivityobjectivity /�ɒbd�ek |tvti/ noun the
fact of being objective
objectorobjector /əb|d�ektə/ noun a person who
objects
obligation

� obligation /�ɒbl |(eʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
something that you must do, e.g. for legal
reasons [~to] � You have an obligation to
attend the meeting. 2. a feeling of being
grateful to someone because they have
done something for you [~to/towards] � He
felt an obligation towards his older sister
for the way she had always supported his
plans.
obligatoryobligatory /ə |bl(ət(ə)ri/ adj which has
to be done according to rules or laws
oblige

� oblige /ə|blad�/ (obliges, obliging,
obliged) verb 1. to force someone to do
something � He was obliged to hand the
money back. � to feel obliged to do some-
thing to feel it is your duty to do something
� He felt obliged to study medicine at uni-
versity because his father was a doctor. 2.
to do something useful or helpful � He
wanted to oblige you by weeding your gar-
den for you. 3. � to be obliged to someone
to be grateful to someone for having done
something (formal ) � Thank you – I’m
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much obliged to you for your help. � I’d be
obliged if you could shut the window.
obligingobliging /ə |blad�ŋ/ adj ready to help
obliterateobliterate /ə |bltəret/ (obliterates, ob-
literating, obliterated) verb to destroy
completely (NOTE: + obliteration n)
oblivionoblivion /ə|blviən/ noun 1. the fact of
being completely forgotten � After being
famous during the war the town fell into
complete oblivion. 2. the fact of not notic-
ing what is going on around you � He sat
there in a state of complete oblivion.
obliviousoblivious /ə |blviəs/ adj not noticing
oblongoblong /ɒblɒŋ/ noun a shape with two
pairs of equal sides, one pair being longer
than the other � The screen is an oblong,
approximately 30cm by 40cm.
obnoxiousobnoxious /əb|nɒkʃəs/ adj very un-
pleasant or very offensive
oboeoboe /əυbəυ/ noun a woodwind instru-
ment, with a smaller range than the clarinet
obsceneobscene /əb|si
n/ adj offensive to moral
standards or normal feelings � He earns an
obscene amount of money.
obscenityobscenity /əb|senti/ (plural obsceni-
ties) noun 1. the fact of being obscene �
The artist narrowly escaped being prose-
cuted for obscenity. 2. something which is
obscene � She regards the mere existence
of nuclear weapons as an obscenity.
obscureobscure /əb |skjυə/ (obscures, obscur-
ing, obscured) verb to hide, especially by
covering � During a solar eclipse, the
moon obscures the sun.
obscurityobscurity /əb |skjυərti/ noun the fact of
being obscure, not being well-known
observanceobservance /əb|z#
v(ə)ns/ noun the ac-
tion of obeying a law or rule
observantobservant /əb |z#
vənt/ adj who notices
many details
observation

� observation /�ɒbzə |veʃ(ə)n/ noun
1. the action of observing � By careful ob-
servation, the police found out where the
thieves had hidden the money. � under ob-
servation being carefully watched � The
patient will be kept under observation for a
few days. 2. a remark [~about/on] � He
made several observations about the gov-
ernment.
observatoryobservatory /əb|z#
vətri/ noun a place
from which stars and planets can be
watched
observe

� observe /əb|z#
v/ (observes, ob-
serving, observed) verb 1. to follow or to
obey something such as a law, rule or cus-
tom � His family observes all the religious
festivals strictly. � The local laws must be

observed. 2. to watch something with a lot
of attention � They observed and recorded
all the changes carefully. 3. to make a re-
mark [~that] � I merely observed that the
bus was late as usual.
observerobserver /əb |z#
və/ noun a person who
goes to an event and watches but does not
take part
obsessobsess /əb |ses/ (obsesses, obsessing,
obsessed) verb to think about someone or
something all the time, especially in a way
that seems extreme to other people � He is
obsessed by money.
obsessedobsessed /əb |sest/ adj thinking about
someone or something all the time in a way
which seems extreme to other people
obsessionobsession /əb|seʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a fixed
idea which you think about all the time �
Making money is an obsession with him. 2.
an idea or problem which worries you all
the time, often connected with mental ill-
ness � She has an obsession with cleanli-
ness.
obsessiveobsessive /əb|sesv/ adj showing an ob-
session
obsoleteobsolete /ɒbsəli
t/ adj no longer used
obstacleobstacle /ɒbstək(ə)l/ noun something
which prevents someone from moving for-
ward or making progress � Outdated com-
puter systems can be an obstacle to suc-
cess. � Drivers have to negotiate obstacles
in the road.
obstetricianobstetrician /�ɒbstə|trʃ(ə)n/ noun a
doctor who is an expert in obstetrics
obstetricsobstetrics /əb |stetrks/ noun a branch
of medicine dealing with pregnancy, child-
birth and the period immediately after
childbirth
obstinateobstinate /ɒbstnət/ adj 1. determined
not to change your mind or not to change
your opinion or course of action, whatever
other people say � She’s such an obstinate
person, that you can never make her
change her mind. � Stop being so obstinate
and do what I say! 2. difficult to remove �
She tried to get rid of the obstinate red
wine stain on the tablecloth.
obstructobstruct /əb|str�kt/ (obstructs, ob-
structing, obstructed) verb to put some-
thing in the way, so that nothing can pass
through � The artery was obstructed by a
blood clot. � A large black car was ob-
structing the entrance.
obstructionobstruction /əb|str�kʃən/ noun 1. the
act of obstructing � The fullback was pe-
nalised for obstruction. 2. a thing which
gets in the way � His car broke down and
caused an obstruction on the motorway.
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obstructiveobstructive /əb |str�ktv/ adj causing
difficulties and not cooperating
obtain

� obtain /əb |ten/ (obtains, obtaining,
obtained) verb to manage to get something
� She obtained a copy of the will. � He ob-
tained control of the business.
obtainableobtainable /əb |tenəb(ə)l/ adj which
can be obtained
obtrusiveobtrusive /əb|tru
sv/ adj which sticks
out or which is in the way
obvious

� obvious /ɒbviəs/ adj clear; easily
seen � It’s obvious that we will have to pay
for the damage. � It was obvious to every-
one that the shop was not making any mon-
ey.
obviously

� obviously /ɒbviəsli/ adv clearly �
Obviously we will need to borrow various
pieces of equipment.
occasion

� occasion /ə |ke�(ə)n/ noun 1. � a
special occasion a special event such as a
wedding � The baby’s first birthday was a
special occasion. � It’s an extra-special
occasion – she’s one hundred years old to-
day! 2. a time when something happens � I
didn’t meet him on that particular occa-
sion. � on occasion from time to time �
On occasion, we spend a weekend in the
country.
occasional

� occasional /ə |ke�(ə)n(ə)l/ adj hap-
pening sometimes, but not very often � He
was an occasional visitor to my parents’
house. � We make the occasional trip to
London.
occasionally

� occasionally /ə |ke�(ə)nəli/ adv
sometimes, not very often � Occasionally
he has to work late. � We occasionally go
to the cinema.
occupancyoccupancy /ɒkjυpənsi/ noun the act of
moving into a property, such as a house, an
office or a room in a hotel, either perma-
nently or for a short stay
occupant

� occupant /ɒkjυpənt/ noun the per-
son or company occupying a property
occupation

� occupation /�ɒkjυ |peʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
the act of taking control of a place, or the
fact of being in such a situation � the occu-
pation of the country by enemy soldiers �
The city had been under enemy occupation
for a week. 2. a job, position, employment
� What is her occupation? � His main oc-
cupation is running a small engineering
works.
occupational

� occupational /�ɒkjυ|peʃ(ə)nəl/ adj
referring to a job
occupied

� occupied /ɒkjupad/ adj 1. being
used � All the rooms in the hotel are occu-
pied. � All the toilets are occupied, so
you’ll have to wait. 2. busy with an activity

[~with] � The manager is occupied just at
the moment. � Keeping a class of 30 little
children occupied is difficult. � He is occu-
pied with sorting out the mail.
occupieroccupier /ɒkjυpaə/ noun a person who
lives in a particular house or flat
occupy

� occupy /ɒkjυpa/ (occupies, occu-
pying, occupied) verb 1. to live in or work
in � They occupy the flat on the first floor.
� The firm occupies offices in the centre of
town. 2. (of time, thoughts or attention) to
use or fill � Dealing with the office occu-
pies most of my time. 3. to take control of a
place by being inside it � Protesters occu-
pied the TV station. 4. to hold a post � Who
occupies the post of company secretary.
(NOTE: occupies – occupying – occupied)
occur

� occur /ə |k#
/ (occurs, occurring, oc-
curred) verb 1. to happen � When did the
accident occur? 2. to come to your mind
[~to] � Did it never occur to you that she
was lying? � It’s just occurred to me that I
didn’t bring the keys. 3. to exist � Iron ore
occurs in several parts of the country.
occurrence

� occurrence /ə |k�rəns/ noun a hap-
pening
ocean

� ocean /əυʃ(ə)n/ noun a very large
area of sea surrounding the large areas of
land on the Earth � Ocean currents can be
very treacherous. � Ocean liners used to
dock here.
o’clock

� o’clock /ə|klɒk/ adv used with num-
bers to show the time � Get up – it’s 7
o’clock. � We never open the shop before
10 o’clock. � By 2 o’clock in the morning
everyone was asleep. (NOTE: O’clock is only
used for the exact hour, not for times which
include minutes. It can also be omitted: We
got home before eight. or We got home be-
fore eight o’clock.)
octagonoctagon /ɒktə(ən/ noun a geometrical
figure with eight sides
octaveoctave /ɒktv/ noun (in music) the eight
notes between the first and last notes of a
scale
October

� October /ɒk |təυbə/ noun the tenth
month of the year, between September and
November � October 18 � Do you ever go
on holiday in October? � Today is October
18th. � Last October we moved to London.
(NOTE: October 18th or October 18: say
‘October the eighteenth’ or ‘the eighteenth
of October’; in US English: ‘October eight-
eenth’.)
octopusoctopus /ɒktəpəs/ noun a sea animal
with eight long arms called ‘tentacles.’ �

squid
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ODOD /aυ di
/ noun a large amount of a drug
taken at one time and causing illness or
death
odd

� odd /ɒd/ adj 1. unusual and not normal
� It’s odd that she can never remember
how to get to their house. � He doesn’t like
chocolate – Really, how odd! 2. � odd
numbers numbers such as 17 or 33 which
cannot be divided by two � The buildings
with odd numbers are on the opposite side
of the street. 3. (of an amount) almost, not
exact or accurate � She had 200 odd
records in cardboard boxes 4. one forming
part of a pair 5. done only rarely or occa-
sionally � I’ve only been to the odd concert
in the last few years. � On the odd occa-
sions I’ve met him, he’s seemed very nice.
oddityoddity /ɒdti/ (plural oddities) noun 1.
the state of being odd � I was struck by the
oddity of the situation, sitting at the same
table as my two former wives. 2. an unusual
person or thing � This symphony is a bit of
an oddity, it only has two movements.
odd jobsodd jobs /ɒd d�ɒbz/ plural noun small
pieces of work, especially repairs, done in
the house � He does odd jobs for us around
the house.
odds

� odds /ɒdz/ � to be at odds with some-
one to disagree with someone all the time
odeode /əυd/ noun a long poem often ad-
dressed to a person or thing
odourodour /əυdə/ noun a smell, especially an
unpleasant smell � the odour of rotten eggs
(NOTE: The US spelling is odor.)
odysseyodyssey /ɒdsi/ noun a long journey
with many exciting or unusual events
oestrogenoestrogen /i
strəd�ən/ noun a hor-
mone produced in the ovaries which con-
trols sexual development and the reproduc-
tive system (NOTE: The US spelling is estro-
gen.)
of

� of /əv, ɒv/ prep 1. used for showing a
connection � She’s the sister of the girl
who you met at the party. � Where’s the top
of the jam jar? � What are the names of
Henry VIII’s wives? 2. used for showing a
part or a quantity � a litre of orange juice �
How much of the cloth do you need? � To-
day is the sixth of March. � There are four
boys and two girls – six of them altogether.
� Half of the staff are on holiday. 3. used
for giving a specific age, amount, etc � The
school takes children of ten and over. � He
earns a salary of over £30,000. 4. showing
position, material, cause � He lives in the
north of the town. � The jumper is made of
cotton. � She died of cancer. (NOTE: Of is of-
ten used after verbs or adjectives: to think of,

to be fond of, to be tired of, to smell of, to be
afraid of, etc.)
of course

� of course /əv kɔ
s/ adv 1. used to say
‘yes’ or ‘no’ more strongly � Are you com-
ing with us? – Of course I am! � Do you
want to lose all your money? – Of course
not! 2. used for stating something that is
not surprising � He is rich, so of course he
lives in a big house.
off

� off /ɒf/ adv, prep 1. showing movement
or position away from a place � We’re off to
the shops. � The office is just off the main
road. � They spent their holiday on an is-
land off the coast of Wales. � The children
got off the bus. � Take your boots off before
you come into the house. 2. away from
work � She took the week off. � It’s my day
off today. � Half the staff are off with flu. 3.
not switched on � Switch the light off be-
fore you leave the office. � Is the TV off?
offaloffal /ɒf(ə)l/ noun organs such as the
heart or liver of an animal used as food
off and onoff and on /�ɒf ənd ɒn/ adv not contin-
uously, with breaks in between
off-balanceoff-balance /ɒf b�ləns/ adv not stand-
ing steadily � The sudden movement of the
bus threw her off-balance.
offbeatoffbeat /ɒf |bi
t/ adj unusual
off-centreoff-centre /ɒf sentə/ adj not at the cen-
tre of something (NOTE: The US spelling is
off-center.)
off-chanceoff-chance /ɒf tʃɑ
ns/ noun a slight
possibility � on the off-chance in case
something happens
off-colour

� off-colour /ɒf|k�lə/ adj not well
(NOTE: The US spelling is off-color.)
off-dutyoff-duty /�ɒf dju
ti/ adj who is not on
duty
offence

� offence /ə |fens/ noun 1. the state of
being offended � He took offence when I
said he looked bigger than before. 2. a
crime, an act which is against the law � He
was charged with committing an offence. �
Since it was his first offence, he was let off
with a fine. � to take offence at to be of-
fended by � He took offence at being called
a coward. � Don’t take offence – I didn’t
really mean it.
offendoffend /ə|fend/ (offends, offending, of-
fended) verb 1. to do or say something that
makes someone angry or upset � He of-
fended the whole village by the article he
wrote in the paper. � That wallpaper of-
fends my sense of taste. 2. to commit a
crime � He was released from prison and
immediately offended again.
offenderoffender /ə |fendə/ noun a person who
commits an offence against the law
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offenseoffense /ə |fens/ noun US spelling of of-
fence
offensiveoffensive /ə |fensv/ adj 1. unpleasant �

What an offensive smell! 2. not polite; rude
� The waiter was quite offensive.
offer

� offer /ɒfə/ noun a thing which is sug-
gested � She accepted his offer of a job in
Paris. � He turned down her offer to drive
him to the station. � verb (offers, offering,
offered) to suggest doing something for
someone or giving someone something �
She offered to drive him to the station. � on
offer which has been offered � There are
several good holiday bargains on offer.
offeringoffering /ɒf(ə)rŋ/ noun a thing which is
offered; a present
off-guardoff-guard /ɒf (ɑ
d/ adj not prepared and
therefore surprised when something such
as an attack happens
offhandoffhand /ɒf|h�nd/ adv immediately,
without thinking carefully � I can’t say off-
hand whether I’ll be able to go.
office

� office /ɒfs/ noun a room or building
where you do work such as writing, tele-
phoning and working at a computer � I’ll
be working late at the office this evening. �
We bought some new office furniture. �

Dad has his office at the top of the house.
office blockoffice block /ɒfs blɒk/ noun a large
building containing many offices
office hoursoffice hours /�ɒfs aυəz/ plural noun
the time when an office is open � Staff are
not allowed to make private calls during
office hours.
officer

� officer /ɒfsə/ noun a person who
holds an official position � The customs of-
ficer asked me to open my suitcase.
official

� official /ə|fʃ(ə)l/ adj 1. relating to an
organisation, especially one which is part
of a government or some other authority �
He left official papers in his car. � We had
an official order from the local authority. �
He represents an official body. 2. done or
approved by someone in authority � She
received an official letter of explanation. �
The strike was made official by the union
headquarters. � noun a person holding a
recognised position � They were met by an
official from the embassy. � I’ll ask an offi-
cial of the social services department to
help you.
officiallyofficially /ə |fʃ(ə)li/ adv 1. in an official
way � He has been officially named as a
member of the British team. � She has been
officially named as our representative at
the meeting. 2. according to what is said in
public � Officially, you are not supposed to
go in through this door, but everyone does.

� Officially he knows nothing about the
problem, but unofficially he has given us a
lot of advice about it.
officiousofficious /ə |fʃəs/ adj very ready to give
advice or tell people what to do, especially
when the advice is not wanted
off-licenceoff-licence /ɒf �las(ə)ns/ noun a shop
which has a licence to sell alcoholic drinks
to be taken away
off-limitsoff-limits /ɒf lmts/ adj (of a place)
where you are not allowed to go
offlineoffline /ɒf|lan/ adj not connected to a
computer
off-peakoff-peak /�ɒf pi
k/ adj not at the most
busy time � Off-peak fares are considera-
bly less expensive.
off-puttingoff-putting /�ɒf pυtŋ/ adj rather un-
pleasant or annoying
offsetoffset /ɒf|set/ (offsets, offsetting, off-
set) verb to balance one thing against an-
other � Losses in France more than offset
our profits in the domestic market.
offshootoffshoot /ɒfʃu
t/ noun something which
branches from something else
offsideoffside /ɒf|sad/ adv (in football) between
the ball and the opposing team’s goal � The
goal was disallowed because he was off-
side. � adj referring to the side of a car
nearest to the middle of the road � Your off-
side rear light isn’t working.
offspring

� offspring /ɒfsprŋ/ (plural same)
noun 1. the young of an animal � The moth-
er deer produces her offspring in early
spring. 2. a child or children � Her off-
spring are all very musical.
offstageoffstage /ɒf|sted�/ adv outside the area
of a stage used for acting
off-the-cuffoff-the-cuff /�ɒf ðə k�f/ adj, adv made
without notes � He was only asked to speak
at the last minute, and for an off-the-cuff
speech, it was excellent.
off-the-pegoff-the-peg /�ɒf ðə pe(/ adj, adv (of
clothes) which are mass-produced, ready to
fit any person of a certain size
off-the-recordoff-the-record /ɒf ði
/ adj (of a state-
ment) said privately and not to be repeated
as an official statement or to have the
speaker’s name published
off-the-walloff-the-wall /�ɒf ðə wɔ
l/ adj very unu-
sual and strange (informal)
off-whiteoff-white /�ɒf wat/ adj yellowish white
often

� often /ɒf(ə)n/ adv on many occasions
� I often have to go to town on business. �
Do you eat beef often? � How often is there
a bus to Richmond? � every so often from
time to time � We go to the cinema every so
often.
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ogleogle /əυ((ə)l/ (ogles, ogling, ogled) verb
to look at someone in a way that shows a
sexual interest in them
ogreogre /əυ(ə/ noun an imaginary person in
children’s stories, who is very large and
cruel and eats people � Puss in Boots
knocked at the door of the ogre’s castle.
oh

� oh /əυ/ interj showing surprise, interest
or excitement
0800 number0800 number /�əυ et h�ndrəd
�n�mbə/ noun a telephone number that can
be rung free of charge
000000 noun blood clotting which blocks an
artery or vein
oil

� oil /ɔl/ noun 1. a liquid taken from
plants and animals, which flows smoothly
and is used in cooking � Cook the vegeta-
bles in hot oil. 2. a thick mineral liquid
found mainly underground and used as a
fuel or to make something move smoothly
� The door squeaks – it needs some oil. �

Some of the beaches are covered with oil. �
The company is drilling for oil in the
desert.
oilfieldoilfield /ɔlfi
ld/ noun an area of rock un-
der which oil lies and which can be drilled
to take out oil
oil paintoil paint /ɔl pent/ noun paint made
with colours and oil
oil paintingoil painting /ɔl �pentŋ/ noun a pic-
ture painted in oil paints
oil rigoil rig /ɔl r(/ noun a structure for drill-
ing for oil
oil slickoil slick /ɔl slk/ noun a layer of oil
which has spilled into the sea from a tanker
or oil rig and which floats on the water
oil tankeroil tanker /ɔl �t�ŋkə/ noun a large ship
specially constructed for carrying oil
oil welloil well /ɔl wel/ noun a hole in the
ground from which oil is pumped
ointmentointment /ɔntmənt/ noun a smooth
healing cream which you spread on the
skin
OKOK /əυ|ke/, okay interj 1. used for an-
swering ’yes’ to a question � Would you
like a coffee? – OK! 2. used for starting to
talk about something after a pause � ‘It’s
ten o’clock’ – ‘OK, let’s get going’. � adj
all right � He was off ill yesterday, but he
seems to be OK now. � Is it OK for me to
bring the dogs?
old

� old /əυld/ adj 1. having had a long life
� My uncle is an old man – he’s eighty-
four. � She lives in an old people’s home. 2.
having existed for a long time � He collects
old cars. � Play some old music, I don’t
like this modern stuff. � She’s an old friend

of mine. 3. relating to something which has
been used for a long time � Put on an old
shirt if you’re going to wash the car. � He
got rid of his old car and bought a new one.
4. used with a number to talk about some-
one’s age � He’s six years old today. � How
old are you?
old ageold age /əυld ed�/ noun a period of
your life when you are old
old age pensionold age pension /�əυld ed� penʃən/
noun a government pension given to a per-
son who is past retirement age
old age pensionerold age pensioner /�əυld ed�
penʃ(ə)nə/ noun a person who has retired
and lives on a pension. Abbreviation OAP
old-fashionedold-fashioned /�əυld f�ʃ(ə)nd/ adj no
longer in fashion � She wore old-fashioned
clothes.
old flameold flame /əυld flem/ noun a former
boyfriend or girlfriend
old handold hand /əυld h�nd/ noun a person
who is very skilled and experienced at do-
ing something
old hatold hat /əυld h�t/ adj old-fashioned or
out of date (informal)
old-timeold-time /əυld tam/ adj done in an old-
fashioned way
old wives’ taleold wives’ tale /əυld wavz tel/ noun
an old, and often silly, idea
old-worldold-world /əυld w#
ld/ adj old-fash-
ioned in a way that is liked � This hotel still
provides old-world hospitality.
oliveolive /ɒlv/ noun a small black or green
fruit from which oil is made for use in
cooking � Olives are grown in Mediterra-
nean countries like Spain, Greece and Ita-
ly. � Which do you prefer – green or black
olives?
olive brancholive branch /ɒlv brɑ
ntʃ/ noun a sign
of peace
olive oilolive oil /�ɒlv ɔl/ noun an oil made
from olives
omeletteomelette /ɒmlət/ noun a dish made of
beaten eggs, cooked in a frying pan and
folded over before serving, with various
fillings inside (NOTE: The US spelling is
omelet.)
omenomen /əυmən/ noun a thing that indi-
cates what will happen in the future
ominousominous /ɒmnəs/ adj threatening bad
results
omission

� omission /əυ|mʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the act
of omitting � We were surprised at the
omission of his name from the list of candi-
dates. 2. a thing which has been omitted �
I can think of at least two obvious omis-
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sions from your list of famous playwrights:
Shakespeare and Shaw!
omitomit /əυ |mt/ (omits, omitting, omitted)
verb to leave something out � She omitted
the date when she signed the contract.
omnipotentomnipotent /ɒm|npət(ə)nt/ adj all-
powerful
on

� on /ɒn/ prep 1. on the top or surface of
something � Put the box down on the floor.
� Flies can walk on the ceiling. 2. hanging
from � Hang your coat on the hook. 3.
showing movement or place � A crowd of
children got on the train. � The picture’s on
page three. � The post office is on the left-
hand side of the street. 4. doing something
� I have to go to Germany on business. �

We’re off on holiday tomorrow. 5. referring
to a time, date or day � The shop is open on
Sundays. � We went to see my mother on
my birthday. 6. a means of travel � You can
go there on foot – it only takes five minutes.
� She came on her motorbike. 7. using an
instrument or machine � He played some
music on the piano. � The song is available
on CD. � He was on the telephone for most
of the morning. � The film was on TV last
night. � adv 1. being worn � Have you all
got your wellingtons on? � The central
heating was off, so he kept his coat on in
the house. 2. operating � Have you put the
kettle on? � The heating is on. � She left all
the lights on. � She turned the engine on. �
He switched the TV on. 3. being shown or
played � What’s on at the theatre this
week?
on and offon and off /�ɒn ənd ɒf/ adv not contin-
uously but with breaks in between
once

� once /w�ns/ adv 1. one time � Take the
tablets once a day. � The magazine comes
out once a month. � ‘How many times did
you go to the cinema last year?’ – ‘Only
once’. 2. at a time in the past � Once, when
it was snowing, the car skidded into a
ditch. � He’s someone I knew once when I
worked in London. � conj as soon as �

Once he starts talking you can’t get him to
stop. � Once we’ve moved house I’ll give
you a phone call. � once and for all finally
� I’ll tell you once and for all ‘stop talk-
ing!’. � The government wants to eradicate
poverty once and for all. � once in a while
from time to time � It’s nice to go and have
an Indian meal once in a while.
oncomingoncoming /ɒnk�mŋ/ adj coming to-
wards you
one

� one /w�n/ noun 1. the number 1 2. a
single item � Have a toffee – oh dear,
there’s only one left! � pron a single thing

� Which hat do you like best – the black
one or the red one? � One of the staff will
help you carry the box to your car. � I’ve
lost my map – have you got one? � Small
cars use less petrol than big ones. � one or
two a few � One or two people stayed be-
hind to chat. � in ones and twos a few at a
time � The guests were arriving in ones
and twos. � last but one the one before the
last � This is the last weekend but one be-
fore Christmas. � one by one one after an-
other � He ate all the chocolates one by
one. � They came in one by one and sat in
a row at the back of the hall.
one anotherone another /w�n ə |n�ðə/ adj, pron
each other � We write to one another every
week.
14711471 /�w�n fɔ
 sev(ə)n w�n/ noun a tel-
ephone number that you can use to find out
who was the last person to telephone you
one-manone-man /wɒn m�n/ adj consisting of,
designed for, featuring or performed, run
or worked by only one person
one-night standone-night stand /�w�n nat st�nd/
noun 1. a stop for a single performance of
a play or by a pop group, before moving to
another theatre the following night 2. a sex-
ual relationship which lasts for only one
night (informal)
one-offone-off /wɒn |ɒf/ adj which is done, hap-
pens or is made only once � It’s a one-off
bargain.
one-on-oneone-on-one /w�n ɒn w�n/ adj US same
as one-to-one
one-personone-person /w�n p#
s(ə)n/ adj consist-
ing of, designed for, featuring or per-
formed, run or worked by only one person
oneself

� oneself /w�n|self/ pron referring to
the person speaking as an indefinite subject
one-sidedone-sided /�w�n sadd/ adj dealing
with or favouring one side only
one-timeone-time /w�n tam/ adj former
one-to-oneone-to-one /�w�n tə w�n/ adj where
one person has to deal with one other per-
son only � The two presidents had a one-
to-one conversation. � She is taking a one-
to-one Spanish conversation course.
one-track mindone-track mind /�w�n tr�k mand/
noun � to have (got) a one-track mind to
think too much about one thing, especially
sex
one-upmanshipone-upmanship /w�n �pmənʃp/
noun the practice of trying to do better than
another person so as to appear superior to
him or her
one-way

� one-way /�w�n we/ adj going in one
direction only
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one-womanone-woman /w�n wυmən/ adj consist-
ing of, designed for, featuring or per-
formed, run or worked by only one person
ongoingongoing /ɒn(əυŋ/ adj which is contin-
uing
onion

� onion /�njən/ noun a round, strong-
tasting vegetable which is made up of
many layers
onlineonline /ɒnlan/ adj, adv directly connect-
ed to a computer � You need to know the
password to access the data online.
onlookeronlooker /ɒnlυkə/ noun a person who
watches an event
only

� only /əυnli/ adj without others of the
same type � Don’t break it – it’s the only
one I’ve got. � adv 1. with no one or noth-
ing else � We’ve only got ten pounds be-
tween us. � Only an accountant can deal
with this problem. � This lift is for staff on-
ly. 2. as recently as � We saw her only last
week. � Only yesterday the bank phoned
for information. � conj but, except � I
would have arrived on time, only the train
was late. � only just almost not � only too
very much
only childonly child /�əυnli tʃald/ noun son or
daughter who has no other brothers or sis-
ters
on-offon-off /ɒn ɒf/ adj something which keeps
on starting and stopping
on-screenon-screen /�ɒn skri
n/ adj, adv on a
computer screen rather than on paper �
Most of our design work is done on-screen.
onset

� onset /ɒnset/ noun beginning
onslaughtonslaught /ɒnslɔ
t/ noun a sudden se-
vere attack
onto

� onto /ɒntə, ɒntυ, ɒntu
/ prep on or
to something � The speaker went up onto
the platform. � The door opens directly
onto the garden. � Turn the box onto its
side.
onusonus /əυnəs/ noun a responsibility for
doing something difficult
onwardonward /ɒnwəd/ adj further forward �

Nothing can stop the onward march of
computer technology.
onwardsonwards /ɒnwədz/ adv further forwards
ooh!ooh! /u
/ interj showing surprise or shock
(informal)
oops!oops! /u
ps/ interj showing surprise or
that you are sorry (informal)
oozeooze /u
z/ (oozes, oozing, oozed) verb
(of liquid) to flow slowly
opalopal /əυp(ə)l/ noun a semi-precious
white stone with changing colours
opaqueopaque /əυ|pek/ adj 1. which you can-
not see through, but which does allow light

through � The surface of the glass is treat-
ed to make it opaque. � Opaque black
tights are the fashion this winter. 2. diffi-
cult to understand � The meaning of the
document is completely opaque to me. �
Her writings are notorious for being
opaque to non-specialists.
open

� open /əυpən/ adj 1. not shut � The
safe door is open. � Leave the window
open – it’s very hot in here. 2. available for
use by or the enjoyment of the public � Is
the supermarket open on Sundays? � The
show is open from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. � The
competition is open to anyone over the age
of fifteen. � verb (opens, opening,
opened) 1. to make something open � Can
you open the door for me, I’m trying to car-
ry these heavy boxes? � Don’t open the en-
velope until tomorrow. 2. to start doing
something, to start a business � A new res-
taurant is going to open next door to us. �

Most shops open early in the morning.
open up phrasal verb 1. to start working
� A new bookshop has opened up next
door. 2. to make available for use � We
are opening up the park to visitors.

open airopen air /�əυpən eə/ noun a place out-
side which is not covered or hidden � We
keep the plants in the greenhouse during
the winter, but bring them out into the open
air in the summer.
open-airopen-air /əυpən eə/ adj in the open, not
in a building
open dayopen day /əυpən de/ noun a day when
a building is open to the public
open-endedopen-ended /�əυpən endd/ adj with
no fixed limit and with some items not
specified
opener

� opener /əυp(ə)nə/ noun a piece of
equipment for opening things such as tins
or bottles
open houseopen house /əυpən haυs/ noun a situ-
ation when people are welcome to visit at
any time
opening

� opening /əυp(ə)nŋ/ noun 1. the ac-
tion of becoming open � The opening of
the exhibition has been postponed. � The
office opening times are 9.30 to 5.30. 2. a
hole or space [~in] � The cows got out
through an opening in the wall.
opening hoursopening hours /əυp(ə)nŋ aυəz/ plural
noun the times that a business such as a
shop or bank is working and open to the
public
opening nightopening night /�əυp(ə)nŋ nat/ noun
the first evening performance when a new
film or play is shown (NOTE: for a play also
first night)
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open invitationopen invitation /�əυpən �nv |teʃ(ə)n/
noun 1. an invitation to visit someone or
somewhere at any time 2. something which
encourages someone to do something
wrong or to commit a crime � Leaving the
garage door open was an open invitation
to car thieves.
openly

� openly /əυpənli/ adv in a frank and
open way
open marketopen market /�əυpən mɑ
kt/ noun a
market where anyone can buy or sell
open-mindedopen-minded /�əυpən mandd/ adj
not having prejudices or fixed opinions and
willing to listen to other people’s ideas
open-mouthedopen-mouthed /�əυpən maυðd/ adj
with the mouth open in surprise or shock
opennessopenness /əυpənəs/ noun the state of
being open
open-planopen-plan /�əυpən pl�n/ adj describing
a building or an area of a building with no
internal walls to divide it up � an open-
plan school � open-plan offices
operaopera /ɒp(ə)rə/ noun a performance on a
stage with music in which the words are
sung and not spoken
opera houseopera house /ɒp(ə)rə haυs/ noun a
theatre in which operas are performed
operate

� operate /ɒpəret/ (operates, operat-
ing, operated) verb 1. to make something
work � He knows how to operate the ma-
chine. � She is learning how to operate the
new telephone switchboard. 2. to treat a pa-
tient by cutting open the body [~on] � She
was operated on by our top surgeons
operating system

� operating system /ɒpəretŋ
�sstəm/ noun basic software that controls
the running of the hardware on a computer,
and the management of data files, without
the user having to operate it
operating theatreoperating theatre /ɒpəretŋ �θətə/
noun a special room in a hospital where
surgeons carry out operations
operation

� operation /�ɒpə |reʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. an
organised action to achieve a specific goal
� The rescue operation was successful. 2. a
treatment when a surgeon cuts open the
body [~on] � She’s had three operations on
her leg. � The operation lasted almost two
hours. � to come into operation to begin
to be applied � The new schedules came
into operation on June 1st.
operationaloperational /�ɒpə |reʃ(ə)nəl/ adj 1. re-
ferring to the working of something � The
operational procedure is described in the
manual. 2. ready for use � The new set-up
will be fully operational by next year.
operativeoperative /ɒp(ə)rətv/ adj working or in
operation � noun a worker, especially one

who operates a machine, etc. � The factory
used to employ two hundred operatives.
operator

� operator /ɒpəretə/ noun 1. a person
who works instruments, etc. � He’s a com-
puter operator. � She’s a machine opera-
tor. 2. a person who works a telephone
switchboard � Dial 0 for the operator. �
You can place a call through or via the op-
erator. 3. a person who organises things
ophthalmologistophthalmologist /�ɒfθ�l |mɒləd�st/
noun a doctor who treats diseases of the
eye. Compare optician, optometrist
opinion

� opinion /ə |pnjən/ noun what some-
one thinks about something [~on/~of] � She
has an opinion on every subject. � What’s
your opinion of their latest album? � In my
opinion, we should wait until the weather
gets warmer before we go on holiday.
opinionatedopinionated /ə|pnjənetd/ adj with
strong fixed opinions
opinion poll

� opinion poll /ə |pnjən pəυl/ noun
asking a sample group of people questions,
so as to get the probable opinion of the
whole population
opiumopium /əυpiəm/ noun a drug made from
a type of poppy, used in the preparation of
codeine and heroin
opponent

� opponent /ə |pəυnənt/ noun 1. a per-
son or group which is against something
[~of] � Opponents of the planned motorway
have occupied the site. 2. (in boxing, an
election, etc.) a person who fights someone
else � His opponent in the election is a lo-
cal councillor. � He knocked out his last
three opponents.
opportuneopportune /ɒpətju
n/ adj happening by
chance at the right time
opportunistopportunist /�ɒpə |tju
nst/ noun a per-
son who takes advantage of opportunities,
especially at the expense of others (NOTE: +
opportunism n)
opportunisticopportunistic /�ɒpətju
|nstk/ adj try-
ing to take advantage from an opportunity
which is offered
opportunity

� opportunity /�ɒpə|tju
nti/ (plural
opportunities) noun a chance or circum-
stances which allow you to do something
[~for] � When you were in London, did you
have much opportunity for sightseeing? �
I’d like to take this opportunity to thank all
members of staff for the work they have
done over the past year.
oppose

� oppose /ə |pəυz/ (opposes, oppos-
ing, opposed) verb 1. to put yourself
against someone in an election � She is op-
posing him in the election. 2. to try to pre-
vent something happening � Several
groups oppose the new law.
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opposed toopposed to /ə|pəυzd tu
/ adj not agree-
ing with � He is opposed to the govern-
ment’s policy on education.
opposingopposing /ə|pəυzŋ/ adj 1. playing,
fighting or arguing against you � The play-
ers on the opposing side refused to shake
hands with us. � He fouled a member of the
opposing team. 2. which is the opposite �

She holds quite opposing views to mine.
opposite

� opposite /ɒpəzt/ prep on the other
side of, facing � I work in the offices oppo-
site the railway station. � She sat down op-
posite me. � adj which is on the other side
� The shop’s not on this side of the street –
it’s on the opposite side. � Her van hit a
tree on the opposite side of the road. � Her
van was hit by a lorry going in the opposite
direction. � noun something which is com-
pletely different � ‘Black’ is the opposite of
‘white.’ � She’s just the opposite of her
brother – he’s tall and thin, she’s short and
fat. � He likes to say one thing, and then do
the opposite.
opposition

� opposition /�ɒpə|zʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the
action of opposing [~between/~to] � There
was a lot of opposition to the company’s
plans to build a supermarket. 2. (in politics)
the party or group which opposes the gov-
ernment � The leader of the opposition
rose to speak. � The party lost the election
and is now in opposition.
oppressoppress /ə|pres/ (oppresses, oppress-
ing, oppressed) verb 1. to make people
suffer, especially by harsh government �
The barons oppressed the peasants. 2. to
make someone feel shut in and depressed �
The atmosphere in this office really op-
presses me. � Playing in India for the first
time, the members of the team felt op-
pressed by the heat. (NOTE: + oppression n)
oppressedoppressed /ə |prest/ adj treated in a cru-
el and unfair way
oppressiveoppressive /ə |presv/ adj 1. cruel and
unfair in using power � Under the gener-
al’s oppressive regime, ordinary citizens
were afraid to speak out against the gov-
ernment. 2. making someone feel trapped
and depressed � There’s a very oppressive
atmosphere in the office. 3. referring to un-
pleasant hot weather without any wind
oppressoroppressor /ə |presə/ noun a person who
oppresses others
optopt /ɒpt/ (opts, opting, opted) verb to de-
cide in favour of something � In the end,
she opted for a little black dress.

opt out� phrasal verb to decide not to
take part in something � She decided to
opt out of the pension scheme. � I think

I’ll opt out if you don’t mind. � He opted
out of the trip because he couldn’t afford
the price of a ticket.

opticoptic /ɒptk/ adj referring to the eye or to
sight
optical

� optical /ɒptk(ə)l/ adj referring to the
eyes or to eyesight
optical illusionoptical illusion /�ɒptk(ə)l  |lu
�(ə)n/
noun a thing which appears different from
what it really is because your eye doesn’t
recognise it
optician

� optician /ɒp|tʃ(ə)n/ noun a person
who tests your eyes and sells glasses
opticsoptics /ɒptks/ noun the study of sight
and light rays
optimaloptimal /ɒptm(ə)l/ adj referring to the
best or most desirable (formal)
optimismoptimism /ɒptmz(ə)m/ noun a belief
or attitude that everything is as good as it
can be or will work out for the best in the
future
optimistoptimist /ɒptmst/ noun a person who
believes everything will work out for the
best in the end
optimisticoptimistic /�ɒpt |mstk/ adj a feeling
that everything will work out for the best
optimumoptimum /ɒptməm/ adj best � The
market offers optimum conditions for
sales. � What is the optimum speed for fuel
consumption?
option

� option /ɒpʃən/ noun a choice, other
possible action � One option would be to
sell the house.
optionaloptional /ɒpʃ(ə)n(ə)l/ adj which may or
may not be chosen
optometristoptometrist /ɒp |tɒmətrst/ noun a per-
son who tests your eyesight, prescribes and
sells glasses or contact lenses, etc.
opulentopulent /ɒpjυlənt/ adj rich, luxurious or
splendid
or

� or /ɔ
/ conj 1. used for joining two parts
of a sentence which show two possibilities
� You can come with us in the car or just
take the bus. � Do you prefer tea or coffee?
� Was he killed in an accident or was he
murdered? � The film starts at 6.30 or
6.45, I can’t remember which. 2. used for
showing that you are not sure about an
amount � Five or six people came into the
shop. � It costs three or four dollars.
oraloral /ɔ
rəl/ adj spoken rather than written
down � There is an oral test as well as a
written one.
orange

� orange /ɒrnd�/ noun 1. a sweet,
brightly coloured Mediterranean fruit �
roast duck and orange sauce � She had a
glass of orange juice and a cup of coffee
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for breakfast. 2. a yellowish-red colour,
like that of an orange � adj of the colour of
an orange
oratororator /ɒrətə/ noun a person who speaks
well in public � One of best orators in Par-
liament.
oratoryoratory /ɒrət(ə)ri/ noun the art of mak-
ing formal public speeches
orbitorbit /ɔ
bt/ noun the curved path of
something moving through space � The
rocket will put the satellite into orbit round
the earth. � verb (orbits, orbiting, orbited)
to move in a curved path round something
� The satellite orbits the earth once every
five hours.
orchardorchard /ɔ
tʃəd/ noun a field of fruit
trees
orchestraorchestra /ɔ
kstrə/ noun a large group
of musicians who play together � the Lon-
don Symphony Orchestra
orchestrateorchestrate /ɔ
kstret/ (orchestrates,
orchestrating, orchestrated) verb 1. to ar-
range a piece of music for an orchestra �
Mussorgsky’s ‘Pictures at an Exhibition’
was orchestrated by Ravel. 2. to organise a
demonstration � They orchestrated the pro-
test marches in such a way as to get them
on the TV news every evening.
orchidorchid /ɔ
kd/ noun a plant with colour-
ful showy flowers, which, in the wild, of-
ten grows on other plants
ordainordain /ɔ
|den/ (ordains, ordaining, or-
dained) verb 1. to make someone a priest
or a member of the clergy in a formal cere-
mony � He was ordained in Canterbury
Cathedral. 2. to order that something be
done � The king ordained that all children
over five had to be registered with the tax
authorities. � Fate ordained that the chil-
dren would never see their father again.
ordeal

� ordeal /ɔ
 |di
l/ noun a painful test or
difficult time
order

� order /ɔ
də/ noun 1. an instruction to
someone to do something � He shouted or-
ders to the workmen. � If you can’t obey
orders you can’t be a soldier. 2. a request to
buy something, or the thing requested [~for]
� We’ve had a large order for books from
Russia. � She gave the waitress her order.
3. a special way of organising things in a
sequence � Put the invoices in order of
their dates. 4. a situation in which rules or
laws are obeyed without unrest or violence
� Problems of law and order are important
to the local authorities. � The army entered
the university campus and managed to re-
store order. � verb (orders, ordering, or-
dered) 1. to tell someone to do something

� They ordered the protesters out of the
building. � The doctor ordered him to take
four weeks’ holiday. 2. (of a customer) to
ask for something to be served or to be sent
� They ordered chicken and chips and
some wine. � I’ve ordered a new computer
for the office. � They ordered a Rolls Royce
for the managing director. � out of order
not working � You’ll have to use the stairs,
the lift is out of order. � in order correct,
valid � Are his papers in order? � in order
to used for showing why something is done
� She called out all their names in order to
check who was there. � He looked under
the car in order to see if there was an oil
leak.

order about� phrasal verb to tell some-
one what to do all the time

orderlyorderly /ɔ
dəli/ noun a person who does
general work
ordinarilyordinarily /ɔ
d(ə)n(ə)rli/ adv normally
or usually � Ordinarily we don’t allow vis-
itors in here. � It’s not something we ordi-
narily do.
ordinary

� ordinary /ɔ
d(ə)n(ə)ri/ adj not special
� I’ll wear my ordinary suit to the wedding.
� They lead a very ordinary life. � out of
the ordinary unusual or different � Their
flat is quite out of the ordinary.
ordinationordination /�ɔ
d |neʃ(ə)n/ noun the act
or ceremony of ordaining someone as a
priest
oreore /ɔ
/ noun a type of stone found in the
earth from which metals are obtained
(NOTE: Do not confuse with oar.)
oreganooregano /�ɒr|(ɑ
nəυ/ noun a herb used
in cooking
organ

� organ /ɔ
(ən/ noun 1. a part of the
body with a special function, such as the
heart or liver � He was badly injured and
some of his organs had stopped function-
ing. 2. a musical instrument which is often
played in churches with one or more key-
boards and many pipes through which air
is pumped to make a sound � She played
the organ at our wedding. � The organ
played the ‘Wedding March’ as the bride
and groom walked down the aisle.
organicorganic /ɔ
 |(�nk/ adj relating to living
things
organisationorganisation /�ɔ
(əna |zeʃ(ə)n/, or-
ganization noun 1. the act of arranging
something � The organisation of the meet-
ing is done by the secretary. 2. an organised
group or institution � He’s chairman of an
organisation which looks after blind peo-
ple. � International relief organisations
are sending supplies.
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organisationalorganisational /�ɔ
(əna |zeʃ(ə)n(ə)l/,
organizational adj relating to the way in
which something is organised
organiseorganise /ɔ
(ənaz/ (organises, organ-
ising, organised), organize verb 1. to ar-
range something � She is responsible for
organising the meeting. � We organised
ourselves into two groups. � The company
is organised in three sections. 2. to put into
good order � We have put her in charge of
organising the city archives.
organisedorganised /ɔ
(ənazd/, organized adj
1. (of a person) working efficiently and ac-
cording to a plan 2. (of an activity) planned
carefully, and involving many different
people or elements
organiserorganiser /ɔ
(ənazə/, organizer noun
a person who arranges things
organism

� organism /ɔ
(ənz(ə)m/ noun a liv-
ing thing
organistorganist /ɔ
(ənst/ noun a person who
plays the organ
orgasmorgasm /ɔ
(�z(ə)m/ noun the climax of
a sexual act, when a person experiences a
moment of great excitement
orgyorgy /ɔ
d�i/ (plural orgies) noun 1. an un-
controlled party with drinking, dancing
and sexual activity � The celebrations rap-
idly became a drunken orgy. � Jenny’s
birthday party turned into an all-night or-
gy. 2. an uncontrolled activity � an orgy of
spending
orientaloriental /�ɔ
ri |ent(ə)l/ adj referring to the
countries of East Asia (dated)
orientationorientation /�ɔ
riən|teʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
the attitudes, views or aims of a person or
organisation 2. the process of helping peo-
ple to get to know a place, job or subject 3.
the direction that something faces, or the
line of that direction in relation to the com-
pass
origin

� origin /ɒrd�n/ noun where some-
thing or someone comes from � What is the
origin of the word ‘taboo’? � His family
has French origins.
original

� original /ə|rd�ən(ə)l/ adj 1. new and
interesting � The planners have produced
some very original ideas for the new town
centre. 2. not a copy � They sent a copy of
the original invoice. � He kept the original
receipt for reference. � noun a thing from
which other things are copied � Send a
copy of the letter but keep the original.
originalityoriginality /ə|�rd�|n�lti/ noun the fact
of being original, new or different
originally

� originally /ə |rd�ən(ə)li/ adv in the
beginning � Originally it was mine, but I
gave it to my brother. � The family origi-

nally came from France in the 18th centu-
ry.
originateoriginate /ə |rd�net/ (originates, orig-
inating, originated) verb 1. to begin, to
start from or to have a beginning � This
strain of flu originated in Hong Kong. �

His problems at work originated from
home. 2. to make for the first time
originatororiginator /ə |rd�ə|�netə/ noun some-
one who begins, creates or invents some-
thing
ornament

� ornament /ɔ
nəmənt/ noun a small
object used as decoration � There’s a row
of china ornaments on the mantelpiece.
ornamentalornamental /�ɔ
nə|ment(ə)l/ adj 1. act-
ing as an ornament � A box with ornamen-
tal carvings on its sides. 2. pretty rather
than useful � The table is purely ornamen-
tal: it’s far too small to use as a dining ta-
ble.
ornateornate /ɔ
|net/ adj with too much orna-
mentation
ornithologyornithology /�ɔ
n|θɒləd�i/ noun the
study of birds (NOTE: + ornithologist n)
orphanorphan /ɔ
f(ə)n/ noun a child whose par-
ents are dead � She’s an orphan – both her
parents were killed in a car crash. � verb
(orphans, orphaning, orphaned) to make
someone an orphan � Hundreds of children
were orphaned during the war.
orphanageorphanage /ɔ
f(ə)nd�/ noun a home
where orphans are looked after
orthodoxorthodox /ɔ
θədɒks/ adj 1. holding the
generally accepted beliefs of a religion or a
philosophy � The Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer is following orthodox financial
principles. 2. observing traditional reli-
gious practices very strictly
orthodoxyorthodoxy /ɔ
θədɒksi/ (plural ortho-
doxies) noun an opinion that is generally
accepted at a particular time � He chal-
lenged the orthodoxies of the scientific es-
tablishment.
orthopaedicorthopaedic /�ɔ
θə |pi
dk/ adj referring
to the treatment of bones and joints
oscillateoscillate /ɒslet/ (oscillates, oscillat-
ing, oscillated) verb to swing from one
side to the other (NOTE: + oscillation n)
osmosisosmosis /ɒz|məυss/ noun the move-
ment of a solution from one part through a
semi-permeable membrane to another part
ostensibleostensible /ɒ |stensb(ə)l/ adj which
seems on the surface to be real, when in
fact it is not
ostentatiousostentatious /�ɒsten |teʃəs/ adj look-
ing showy and expensive, so as to impress
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osteopathyosteopathy /�ɒsti|ɒpəθi/ noun a treat-
ment for some medical conditions that in-
volves massaging and bending parts of the
body
osteoporosisosteoporosis /�ɒstiəυpɔ
 |rəυss/ noun
a condition where the bones become thin,
porous and brittle, because of lack of calci-
um and lack of physical exercise
ostraciseostracise /ɒstrəsaz/ (ostracises, os-
tracising, ostracised), ostracize verb to
refuse to talk to somebody or allow them to
be part of a group
ostrichostrich /ɒstrtʃ/ (plural ostriches or
same) noun a very large bird which cannot
fly but which can run fast, and is found in
Africa
other

� other /�ðə/ adj, pron 1. a different per-
son or thing � We went swimming while the
other members of the group sat and
watched. � I don’t like chocolate cakes –
can I have one of the others? � I’m fed up
with that restaurant – can’t we go to some
other place? 2. second one of two � He has
two cars – one is red, and the other one is
blue. � One of their daughters is fat, but the
other is quite thin. � plural noun others oth-
er people or things � I’ll have to ask the
others if they agree. � Are there any others
in the box?
otherwise

� otherwise /�ðəwaz/ adv 1. apart
from something just mentioned � Your lit-
tle boy can be noisy sometimes, but other-
wise he’s an excellent pupil. 2. if not, or
else � Are you sure you can come on Tues-
day? – Otherwise I’ll have to give the tick-
ets to someone else.
OTTOTT abbr over the top (informal) � Throw-
ing the letter on the floor and stamping on
it was a bit OTT.
otterotter /ɒtə/ noun a small fish-eating mam-
mal with webbed feet living mainly by riv-
ers
ouchouch /aυtʃ/ interj showing that you have
been hurt � Ouch! That was my foot you
trod on!
ought

� ought /ɔ
t/ modal verb 1. it would be a
good thing to � You ought to go swimming
more often. � You ought to see the doctor if
your cough doesn’t get better. � He
oughtn’t to eat so much – he’ll get fat. �
The travel agent ought to have told you the
hotel was full before you went on holiday.
2. used for showing that you expect some-
thing to happen or to be the case � She
ought to pass her driving test easily. � He
left his office at six, so he ought to be home
by now. (NOTE: The negative is ought not
or, especially in speaking, oughtn’t. Ought

is always followed by to and a verb in the in-
finitive.)
oughtn’toughtn’t short for ought not
ounce

� ounce /aυns/ noun a measure of
weight, equal to 28 grams (NOTE: usually
written oz after figures: 3oz of butter, say
‘three ounces of butter’)
our

� our /aυə/ adj belonging to us � Our of-
fice is near the station. � Our cat is missing
again. � Two of our children caught flu.
(NOTE: Do not confuse with hour.)
ours

� ours /aυəz/ pron a thing or person that
belongs to us � That house over there is
ours. � Friends of ours told us that the res-
taurant was good. � Can we borrow your
car, because ours is being serviced? (NOTE:
Do not confuse with hours.)
ourselves

� ourselves /aυə |selvz/ pron to for re-
ferring back to the subject pronoun ‘we’ �
We all organised ourselves into two teams.
� We were enjoying ourselves when the po-
lice came.
oustoust /aυst/ (ousts, ousting, ousted) verb
to force someone to leave a position
out

� out /aυt/ adv 1. away from inside �
How did the tiger get out of its cage? � She
pulled out a box of matches. � Take the
computer out of its packing case. 2. not at
home � No one answered the phone – they
must all be out.
outbidoutbid /aυt |bd/ (outbids, outbidding,
outbidded) verb to bid higher than some-
one else
outboxoutbox /aυt |�bɒks/ noun US an out tray
outbreakoutbreak /aυtbrek/ noun a sudden se-
ries of cases of an illness or unrest � the
outbreak of war � There has been an out-
break of measles at the school.
outburstoutburst /aυtb#
st/ noun a sudden dis-
play of violent emotion � The boss is prone
to sudden outbursts of enthusiasm.
outcastoutcast /aυtkɑ
st/ noun a person who
has been rejected by society, or driven
away from a group
outclassoutclass /�aυt |klɑ
s/ (outclasses, out-
classing, outclassed) verb to be signifi-
cantly better than other people at doing
something
outcome

� outcome /aυtk�m/ noun a result �

The outcome of the match was in doubt un-
til the final few minutes. � What was the
outcome of the appeal?
outcropoutcrop /aυtkrɒp/ noun a rock which
sticks out of the surface of the ground
outcryoutcry /aυtkra/ noun a loud protest
from a number of people
outdatedoutdated /aυt|detd/ adj old-fashioned
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outdooutdo /aυt |du
/ (outdoing, outdid, out-
done) verb to do better than
outdoor

� outdoor /aυt |dɔ
/ adj in the open air
outdoors

� outdoors /aυt |dɔ
z/ adv in the open
air, not inside a building � The ceremony is
usually held outdoors. � Why don’t we take
our coffee outdoors and sit in the sun? �
The concert will be held outdoors if the
weather is good. (NOTE: You can also say
out of doors.)
outer

� outer /aυtə/ adj on the outside �
Though the outer surface of the pie was
hot, the inside was still cold.
outermostoutermost /aυtəməυst/ adj furthest out
or furthest from the centre
outer spaceouter space /�aυtə spes/ noun the area
beyond the Earth’s atmosphere
outfit

� outfit /aυtft/ noun a set of clothes, of-
ten worn for a particular purpose � She
bought a new outfit for the wedding. � For
the fancy dress party she wore a nurse’s
outfit.
outflankoutflank /aυt |fl�ŋk/ (outflanks, out-
flanking, outflanked) verb to go round the
side of an enemy
outgoingoutgoing /�aυt |(əυŋ/ adj 1. referring to
a phone call or post which is going out of a
building � an outgoing call � He hurried to
catch the outgoing post. 2. lively, who likes
to be with others � He has a very outgoing
personality. 3. referring to someone who is
leaving a job � She proposed a vote of
thanks to the outgoing chairman.
outgoingsoutgoings /aυt(əυŋz/ plural noun reg-
ular expenditure
outgrowoutgrow /aυt |(rəυ/ (outgrows, out-
growing, outgrew, outgrown) verb 1. to
grow too big for clothes � She’s already
outgrown the dress I bought her for Christ-
mas. 2. to change your behaviour as you
grow up � We hoped they’d soon outgrow
that sort of behaviour. (NOTE: You can also
say to grow out of.)
outingouting /aυtŋ/ noun a short trip � The
children went on an outing to the seaside.
outlandishoutlandish /aυt |l�ndʃ/ adj strange or
different from the usual
outlastoutlast /�aυt |lɑ
st/ (outlasts, outlasting,
outlasted) verb to exist longer than another
person or thing or to be successful for long-
er than another thing
outlawoutlaw /aυtlɔ
/ verb (outlaws, outlaw-
ing, outlawed) 1. to say that something is
unlawful � The government has proposed a
bill to outlaw drinking in public. 2. to de-
clare someone to be beyond the protection
of the law (old) � The leader of the bandits
was outlawed and fled into the mountains.

� noun a person who has been outlawed
(dated) � They read about Robin Hood, the
famous English outlaw.
outlayoutlay /aυtle/ noun money spent
outletoutlet /aυtlət/ noun 1. a place where
something can be sold or distributed � He
owns a small number of clothing outlets in
south-east London. 2. the means by which
an idea or feeling can get out � He did
weight-lifting as an outlet for his stress at
work.
outlineoutline /aυtlan/ noun a line showing the
outer edge of something
outliveoutlive /aυt |lv/ (outlives, outliving, out-
lived) verb 1. to live longer than someone �
He outlived all his brothers and sisters. �

She outlived her husband by twenty years.
2. to last longer than something � to out-
live its usefulness to be no longer any use
� Our old telephone system has outlived its
usefulness.
outlookoutlook /aυtlυk/ noun 1. a view of the
world in general � His gloomy outlook on
life shows in his novels. 2. a view of what
will happen in the future � We think the
outlook for the company is excellent. � The
outlook for tomorrow’s weather is mainly
sunny with some rain. � The economic out-
look is not good.
outlyingoutlying /aυtlaŋ/ adj away from a
town or city
outmanoeuvreoutmanoeuvre /�aυtmə |nu
və/ (out-
manoeuvres, outmanoeuvring, outma-
noeuvred) verb to gain an advantage over
someone by acting or working more clev-
erly (NOTE: The US spelling is outmaneu-
ver.)
outmodedoutmoded /aυt|məυdd/ adj old-fash-
ioned
outnumberoutnumber /aυt |n�mbə/ (outnumbers,
outnumbering, outnumbered) verb to be
greater in number than something
out of date

� out of date /�aυt əv det/ adj 1. with-
out recent information 2. no longer in fash-
ion � Flared trousers are rather out of
date.
out of the wayout of the way /�aυt əv ðə we/ adj not
near any main town � They live in an out of
the way village in the West Country.
out-of-townout-of-town /�aυt əv taυn/ adj not near
to a town centre
outpatientoutpatient /aυtpeʃ(ə)nt/ noun a per-
son who goes to a hospital for treatment,
without staying there overnight
outperformoutperform /�aυtpə |fɔ
m/ (outper-
forms, outperforming, outperformed)
verb to do something better or more quick-
ly than somebody or something else
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outplayoutplay /�aυt |ple/ (outplays, outplay-
ing, outplayed) verb to play better than
someone else
outpostoutpost /aυtpəυst/ noun a small town
or small fort in a distant part of an occupied
territory
outpouringoutpouring /aυt |�pɔ
rŋ/ noun the sud-
den expression of a strong emotion or pro-
duction of something in large amounts
output

� output /aυtpυt/ noun an amount
which a firm, machine or person produces
� The factory has doubled its output in the
last six months.
outrageoutrage /aυtred�/ noun 1. a strong feel-
ing of anger because something very unfair
or cruel has happened [~over/at] � There
was outrage at the way he had been treat-
ed. 2. a shocking or violent event � terror-
ist outrages 3. something that makes you
very angry � I think the extra tax on fuel is
an outrage! � verb (outrages, outraging,
outraged) to shock, to be a cause of great
indignation � His behaviour outraged his
parents.
outrageousoutrageous /aυt |red�əs/ adj causing
indignation and shock
outrightoutright /�aυt |rat/ adj complete � The
play was an outright success. � She’s the
outright winner of the competition. � adv 1.
openly � He told me outright that he didn’t
like me. 2. immediately � The van hit him
and he was killed outright.
outset

� outset /aυtset/ noun the beginning
outside

� outside /aυtsad/ noun the outer sur-
face or the part which is not inside � He
polished the outside of his car. � The apple
was red and shiny on the outside, but rotten
inside. � adj which is on the outer surface �
The outside walls of the house are made of
brick. � adv not inside a building � It’s
beautiful and warm outside in the garden.
� The dog’s all wet – it must be raining out-
side.
outsider

� outsider /aυt |sadə/ noun a person
who does not belong to a group � She has
always been a bit of an outsider.
outspokenoutspoken /aυt |spəυkən/ adj speaking
very frankly
outstanding

� outstanding /aυt |st�ndŋ/ adj ex-
cellent or of a very high standard or quality
� an antique Chinese vase of outstanding
quality � Her performance was outstand-
ing.
outstripoutstrip /aυt |strp/ (outstrips, outstrip-
ping, outstripped) verb 1. to go faster than
someone � They outstripped everybody
else in their new boat. � She outstripped all
the other competitors to win the race. 2. to

do better than someone � Japanese firms
have been outstripping their American ri-
vals.
outwardoutward /aυtwəd/ adj, adv 1. towards
the outside or away from the centre or
starting point � The outward journey takes
about six hours. 2. on the outside � His out-
ward appearance belies his true character.
outwardlyoutwardly /aυtwədli/ adv as it seems on
the outside
outwardsoutwards /aυtwədz/ adv towards the
outside or away from the centre or starting
point
outweigh

� outweigh /aυt |we/ (outweighs, out-
weighing, outweighed) verb to be more
important than something
outwitoutwit /aυt |wt/ (outwits, outwitting,
outwitted) verb to trick someone by being
cleverer than they are
ovaloval /əυv(ə)l/ noun a long round shape
similar to an egg, but flat � adj with this
shape � The pie was cooked in an oval
bowl.
ovaryovary /əυv(ə)ri/ (plural ovaries) noun
one of two organs in a woman or female
animal which produce ova or egg cells and
secrete the female hormone oestrogen
ovationovation /əυ |veʃ(ə)n/ noun great ap-
plause
oven

� oven /�v(ə)n/ noun a metal box with a
door, used for cooking � Don’t put that
plate in the oven – it’s made of plastic. �
Supper is cooking in the oven. � Can you
look in the oven and see if the meat is
cooked?
over

� over /əυvə/ prep 1. above or higher
than � He put a blanket over the bed. �
Planes fly over our house every minute. �
The river rose over its banks. 2. on the oth-
er side or to the other side � Our office is
just over the road from the bank. � He
threw the ball over the wall. � The children
ran over the road. 3. from the top of � He
fell over the cliff. � She looked over the
edge of the balcony. 4. during � Over the
last few weeks the weather has been cold
and wet. � Let’s discuss the problem over
lunch. 5. more than � Children over 16
years old have to pay full price. � The car
costs over £40,000. � We had to wait for
over two hours. � adv 1. down from being
upright � The bottle fell over and all the
contents poured out. � She knocked over
the plant pot. � He leaned over and picked
up a pin from the floor. 2. more than � Chil-
dren of 16 and over pay full price. � There
are special prices for groups of 30 and
over. 3. not used, left behind � Any food left
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over after the meal can be given to the
poor. � adj finished � Is the match over yet?
� When the civil war was over everyone
had more food to eat.
over-over- /əυvə/ prefix 1. extremely � over-
anxious 2. more than � the over-60s 3. too
much � overworked � overdone
overalloverall1 /�əυvər |ɔ
l/ adj covering or tak-
ing in everything � The overall outlook for
the country is good. � The overall impres-
sion was favourable.
overalloverall2 /əυvərɔ
l/ noun a light coat
worn at work � He was wearing a white
overall as he had just come out of the lab-
oratory. � Put an overall over your clothes
before you start painting.
overawedoverawed /�əυvə|ɔ
d/ adj surprised and
impressed by something � They were over-
awed by the immense size of the statue.
overbearingoverbearing /�əυvə|beərŋ/ adj trying
to dominate others
overcastovercast /əυvəkɑ
st/ adj (of the sky)
dull and cloudy
overchargeovercharge /�əυvə|tʃɑ
d�/ (overcharg-
es, overcharging, overcharged) verb to
charge somebody too much for something
overcoatovercoat /əυvəkəυt/ noun a thick out-
door coat which you wear over other
clothes
overcome

� overcome /�əυvə|k�m/ (overcomes,
overcoming, overcame, overcome) verb
1. to deal with a difficult situation � Do you
think the drugs problem can ever be over-
come? 2. to make someone helpless � She
was overcome by fear. � Two people were
overcome by smoke. 3. to gain victory over
an enemy � The boys quickly overcame
their attackers.
overcompensateovercompensate /�əυvə|kɒmpənset/
(overcompensates, overcompensating,
overcompensated) verb to try to do more
than you should to make up for something
overcrowdedovercrowded /�əυvə|kraυdd/ adj with
too many people inside
overcrowdingovercrowding /�əυvə |kraυdŋ/ noun
having too many people or things in a
small area
overdooverdo /�əυvə|du
/ (overdoing, overdid,
overdone) verb to do too much, work too
hard or to use too much of something �
They overdid the red velvet and made the
sitting room look like a bar. � Don’t overdo
the exercises in the first few weeks. � The
doctor says I’ve been overdoing it recently
and need a rest. � He overdid it and
strained his back.
overdoneoverdone /�əυvə |d�n/ adj 1. exaggerat-
ed � All right, it’s a tragedy, but all that

weeping and wailing was terribly over-
done. 2. cooked too much � I complained
because my steak was overdone.
overdoseoverdose /əυvədəυs/ noun a dose of a
drug which is more than normal � She went
into a coma after an overdose of heroin.
(NOTE: + overdose v)
overdraftoverdraft /əυvədrɑ
ft/ noun an amount
of money which you can withdraw from
your bank account with the bank’s permis-
sion, which is more than there is in the ac-
count
overdueoverdue /�əυvə |dju
/ adj 1. which has
not been paid at the correct time � This in-
voice is overdue – please pay immediately.
2. which is late � Her library books were
overdue so she had to pay a fine. � This vis-
it to my mother is long overdue.
overestimateoverestimate /�əυvər |estmet/ (over-
estimates, overestimating, overestimat-
ed) verb to think something is larger or
worse than it really is
overflowoverflow1 /əυvə |fləυ/ (overflows, over-
flowing, overflowed) verb 1. to move out
of a container or restricted space � The riv-
er overflowed its banks. � The crowd was
so big that it overflowed into the street out-
side the hall. 2. to be so full of things or
people that there is not enough space for
them all [~with] � The room was overflow-
ing with journalists.
overflowoverflow2 /əυvəfləυ/ noun 1. a liquid
which has overflowed � This ditch takes
away the overflow from the pond. 2. a pipe
or hole which allows a liquid to flow out of
a container that is too full � The overflow
was blocked and water started coming
through the ceiling. 3. an amount or
number which will not fit a given space �
The new towns were built to house the
overflow population from the capital. �
The stadium was full and the overflow
watched the match on giant TV screens in
the park next door.
overgrownovergrown /�əυvə|(rəυn/ adj (of e.g. a
garden) covered with plants and long grass
because of not being looked after
overhangoverhang /�əυvə |h�ŋ/ (overhangs,
overhanging, overhung) verb to stick out
above something else � The upper storey of
the house overhangs the street.
overhauloverhaul1 /əυvə|hɔ
l/ (overhauls, over-
hauling, overhauled) verb 1. to examine
something carefully and make changes so
that it works better � We need to overhaul
the company’s union agreements. 2. to
overtake another ship or car � From being
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last in the race he gradually moved up and
in the end overhauled the leaders.
overhaul

overhaul2 /əυvəhɔ
l/ noun the act of ex-
amining and improving or repairing some-
thing � a long overdue overhaul of our
safety procedures � My car’s in the garage
for a complete overhaul.
overhead

overhead /�əυvə |hed/ adv above you �

Look at that plane overhead. � Please put
your hand luggage in the lockers overhead.
overhear

overhear /�əυvə |hə/ (overhears, over-
hearing, overheard) verb to hear acciden-
tally something which you are not meant to
hear � I couldn’t help overhearing what
you said just then.
overheat

overheat /�əυvə |hi
t/ (overheats, over-
heating, overheated) verb to get too hot
overjoyed

overjoyed /�əυvə |d�ɔd/ adj extremely
happy
overkill

overkill /əυvəkl/ noun more of some-
thing than is wanted or appropriate
overlap

overlap1 /əυvəl�p/ (overlaps, overlap-
ping, overlapped) verb to cover part of
something else � Try not to let the pieces of
wallpaper overlap.
overlap

overlap2 /�əυvə|l�p/ noun an amount by
which something overlaps
overleaf

overleaf /�əυvə|lif/ adv referring to the
other side of a page of a book or other pub-
lication
overload

overload /�əυvə |ləυd/ (overloads, over-
loading, overloaded) verb to put too heavy
a load on something
overlook

overlook /�əυvə |lυk/ (overlooks, over-
looking, overlooked) verb not to notice
something � She overlooked several mis-
takes when she was correcting the exam
papers.
overnight

overnight /�əυvə |nat/ adv for the whole
night � We will stay overnight in France on
our way to Italy. � Will the food stay fresh
overnight? � adj lasting all night � They
took an overnight flight back from China. �
There are three sleeping cars on the over-
night express.
overpower

overpower /�əυvə|paυə/ (overpowers,
overpowering, overpowered) verb to con-
trol someone by force
overpowering

overpowering /�əυvə|paυərŋ/ adj very
strong � an overpowering smell of cheese
overrated

overrated /�əυvə |retd/ adj said to be
better than it really is
overreact

overreact /�əυvəri |�kt/ (overreacts,
overreacting, overreacted) verb to react to

something with too much emotion or ac-
tion
override

� override /�əυvə |rad/ (overrides,
overriding, overrode, overridden) verb 1.
to cancel an instruction � The chairman de-
cided to override the committee’s decision.
2. to be more important than other things �
The group’s safety overrides any other
considerations.
overriding

overriding /�əυvə |radŋ/ adj more im-
portant than all others
overrule

overrule /�əυvə |ru
l/ (overrules, over-
ruling, overruled) verb (in a meeting) not to
allow a decision because you are more
powerful than the person who took the de-
cision � Mr Smith tried to object but his ob-
jection was overruled by the chairman. �
The committee overruled the decision
made by the secretary.
overrun

overrun /�əυvə |r�n/ (overruns, overrun-
ning, overran, overrun) verb 1. to go be-
yond a certain time limit � The meeting
overran by thirty minutes. 2. to beat some-
one or occupy their territory very quickly �
The enemy overran our coastal defences
and began advancing inland. 3. to be filled
with a crowd of people, animals or things �
The city centre is overrun with tourists eve-
ry summer.
overseas

overseas1 /�əυvə |si
z/ adv in or to a for-
eign country � Sue’s gone overseas to work
for a few years.
overseas

overseas2 /əυvəsi
z/ adj relating to for-
eign countries � Overseas sales are impor-
tant for our company.
oversee

oversee /�əυvə |si
/ (oversees, oversee-
ing, oversaw, overseen) verb to supervise
something
overshadow

overshadow /�əυvə|ʃ�dəυ/ (overshad-
ows, overshadowing, overshadowed)
verb to make someone or something less
conspicuous by being more brilliant your-
self
overshoot

overshoot /�əυvə |ʃu
t/ (overshoots,
overshooting, overshot) verb to go further
than you are supposed to
oversight

oversight /əυvəsat/ noun a mistake
made by not doing something because you
forgot it or did not notice it
overspend

overspend /�əυvə |spend/ (overspends,
overspending, overspent) verb to spend
more than you should
overstep

overstep /�əυvə |step/ (oversteps, over-
stepping, overstepped) verb to go further
than you ought to
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overt

overt /əυ |v#
t/ adj open and not hidden
overtake

overtake /�əυvə |tek/ (overtakes, over-
taking, overtook, overtaken) verb to go
past someone travelling in front of you
overthrow

overthrow /�əυvə |θrəυ/ (overthrows,
overthrowing, overthrew, overthrown)
verb to defeat � Do you think the rebels can
overthrow the military government? � The
former régime was overthrown and the
President fled.
overtime

� overtime /əυvətam/ noun hours
worked more than the usual working time
� He worked six hours’ overtime. � The
overtime rate is one and a half times nor-
mal pay. � The basic wage is £110 a week,
but you can expect to earn more than that
with overtime.
overtone

overtone /əυvə |�təυn/ noun a meaning
or quality which is suggested and not stat-
ed openly or made obvious in something
overtureoverture /əυvətjυə/ noun a short piece
of music played at the beginning of an op-
era or a concert � The orchestra played the
overture to ‘The Magic Flute’. � to make
overtures to someone to try to begin ne-
gotiations with someone � The socialists
made overtures to the communists with the
aim of forming a left-wing alliance.
overturn

overturn /�əυvə|t#
n/ (overturns, over-
turning, overturned) verb 1. to make
something fall over or to turn upside down
� The baby accidentally overturned the
goldfish bowl. � The fishing boat over-
turned in the storm. 2. to vote against a pre-
vious decision � The decision to raise sub-
scriptions was overturned by the council.
overvalue

overvalue /�əυvə|v�lju
/ (overvalues,
overvaluing, overvalued) verb to give
something a higher value than is right
overview

� overview /əυvəvju
/ noun a general
view of a subject [~of] � His book gives a
good overview of the history of the period.
overweight

overweight /əυvə |wet/ adj having a
body that weighs too much
overwhelm

� overwhelm /�əυvə |welm/ (over-
whelms, overwhelming, overwhelmed)
verb 1. to conquer something completely �
The enemy was overwhelmed by our
troops. � His enthusiasm overwhelms me.
2. to have more of something than you can
do or cope with � The new receptionist was
overwhelmed by her job.
overwhelming

overwhelming /�əυvə |welmŋ/ adj
enormous � There was an overwhelming
response to their appeal for money. � They
got an overwhelming ‘yes’ vote.

overwriteoverwrite /�əυvə |rat/ (overwrites,
overwriting, overwrote, overwritten) verb
to delete computer data or a computer file
and replace it with other data or a file with
the same name
owow /aυ/ interj an expression of pain
owe

� owe /əυ/ (owes, owing, owed) verb 1.
to be in a situation where you will have to
pay someone money, either because you
have borrowed some from them, or be-
cause you have bought something from
them � He still owes me the £50 he bor-
rowed last month. 2. � to owe something
to something or someone to have some-
thing because of something or someone
else � He owes his good health to taking a
lot of exercise. 3. to feel that something
should be done � He owes her an apology.
� I owe my sister a letter.
owing to

� owing to /əυŋ tu
/ prep because of �
The plane was late owing to fog.
owl

owl /aυl/ noun a large bird which hunts
small animals, mainly at night
own

� own /əυn/ adj belonging to you alone �
I don’t need to borrow a car – I have my
own car. � He has his own book shop. �
noun � of my or his own belonging to me
or to him alone � He has an office of his
own. � I have a car of my own. � verb
(owns, owning, owned) to have or possess
something � I don’t own a car. � (all) on
my or his or her, etc own alone � I’m on
my own this evening – my girlfriend’s gone
out with her family. � He built the house all
on his own. � to get your own back to have
revenge on someone (informal) � He got his
own back on her for telling the teacher
what he did. � to hold your own to remain
firm against a threat � He held his own dur-
ing the interview by the police.
owner

� owner /əυnə/ noun a person who
owns something � The police are trying to
find the owner of the stolen car. � Insur-
ance is necessary for all house owners.
ownership

� ownership /əυnəʃp/ noun a situa-
tion where someone owns something
own goalown goal /əυn (əυl/ noun 1. a goal
scored against your own side by mistake �
He tried to pass back to the goalkeeper and
scored an own goal. 2. something that is in-
tended to help you do something but has
the opposite effect � Their attempts to
show that the government was financially
incompetent led to a spectacular own goal.
oxox /ɒks/ (plural oxen) noun male or female
domestic cattle or a castrated bull used as a
draught animal
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oxideoxide /ɒksad/ noun a chemical com-
pound formed of oxygen and another ele-
ment
oxygenoxygen /ɒksd�ən/ noun a common gas
which is present in the air and is essential
for plant and animal life
oysteroyster /ɔstə/ noun a type of shellfish
with two shells, highly valued as food
oz

� oz abbr ounce(s) (NOTE: say ‘twelve
ounces of flour’, ‘five ounces of butter’)

ozoneozone /əυzəυn/ noun a harmful form of
oxygen, which is found in the atmosphere
and which is poisonous to humans when
concentrated
ozone layerozone layer /əυzəυn �leə/ noun a layer
of ozone in the upper atmosphere, formed
by the action of sunlight on oxygen, which
acts as protection against harmful rays
from the Sun
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pp1 /pi
/, P noun the sixteenth letter of the
alphabet, between O and Q
pp2 /pi
/ abbr pence � This book costs 99p.
� You should get a 60p ticket from the ma-
chine. � I bought the children 50p ice
creams each. � penny
papa /pɑ
/ noun a child’s name for father
(informal)
PAPA abbr personal assistant
pace

� pace /pes/ noun 1. the distance cov-
ered by one step � Walk thirty paces to the
north of the stone. � Step three paces back.
2. speed � The car was travelling at quite a
pace. � verb (paces, pacing, paced) 1. to
walk � He paced backwards and forwards
in front of the door. 2. to measure by walk-
ing [~about/around] � He paced out the dis-
tance between the tree and the house. � to
keep pace with to keep up with � She kept
pace with the leaders for the first three
laps. � Wages haven’t kept pace with infla-
tion. � to set the pace to set the standard
for something to be done
pacemakerpacemaker /pesmekə/ noun an elec-
tronic device which is implanted in a pa-
tient’s chest and which stimulates and reg-
ulates the heartbeat
pacifismpacifism /p�sfz(ə)m/ noun opposi-
tion to war
pacifistpacifist /p�sfst/ noun a person who
supports pacifism � My father was a paci-
fist and refused to do military service.
pacifypacify /p�sfa/ (pacifies, pacifying,
pacified) verb to make someone calm
pack

� pack /p�k/ noun 1. a set of things put
together in a box [~of] � He bought a pack
of chewing gum. 2. a set of playing cards
[~of] � a pack of cards � Shuffle the pack. 3.
a group of wild animals together [~of] � a
pack of wild dogs 4. a bag which you can
carry on your back [~of] � Will you be able
to manage this walk with a heavy pack on
your back? � verb (packs, packing,
packed) 1. to put things into a suitcase
ready for travelling � The taxi’s arrived
and she hasn’t packed her suitcase yet. �
I’ve finished packing, so we can start. � He

packed his toothbrush at the bottom of the
bag. 2. to put things in containers ready for
sending � The books are packed in boxes of
twenty. � Fish are packed in ice. 3. to put a
lot of people or things into something �

How can you pack ten adults into one tent?
� The streets are packed with Christmas
shoppers. � The supermarket shelves are
packed with fruit and vegetables.

pack in phrasal verb � to pack it in to
stop whatever you are doing (informal) �

It’s getting dark, let’s pack it in for the
day. � He packed in his job and bought a
farm.
pack off phrasal verb to send someone
away (informal) � We’ve packed the chil-
dren off to their grandparents for the
summer holidays.
pack up� phrasal verb 1. to put things
into a box before going away � They
packed up all their equipment and left. 2.
to stop working � I’ll pack up now and
finish the job tomorrow morning. 3. to
break down � One of the plane’s engines
packed up when we were taking off.

package

� package /p�kd�/ noun 1. a parcel
which has been wrapped up for sending �
There was a package for you in the post. �

We mailed the package to you yesterday. 2.
a box or bag in which goods are sold � In-
structions for use are printed on the pack-
age. 3. a set of goods or services offered to-
gether at one time � a software package
package holiday

package holiday /�p�kd� hɒlde/
noun a holiday where everything including
a hotel, food and travel is arranged and
paid for before you leave
packaging

� packaging /p�kd�ŋ/ noun 1. paper,
cardboard or plastic used to wrap goods �

The boxes are sent in dust-proof packag-
ing. 2. the act of wrapping of goods � The
packaging is all done by machines.
packed

� packed /p�kt/ adj 1. full of people �

The restaurant was packed and there were
no free tables. 2. put in a container � a
packed lunch
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packet

� packet /p�kt/ noun a small bag, par-
cel or box [~of] � a packet of cigarettes � a
packet of soup
packing

� packing /p�kŋ/ noun 1. putting
things into suitcases or bags � My wife’s in
the hotel room doing our packing. 2. mate-
rial used to protect goods which are being
packed � The goods are sealed in airtight
packing.
pactpact /p�kt/ noun an agreement or treaty
pad

� pad /p�d/ noun 1. a soft cushion which
protects a person or thing from something
� Put a pad of cotton on your knee. 2. a set
of sheets of paper attached together � verb
(pads, padding, padded) to walk softly
with regular steps [~across/down/into etc] �
The tiger was padding up and down in its
cage.

pad out phrasal verb to add text to a
speech or article, just to make it longer

paddingpadding /p�dŋ/ noun 1. a soft material
which protects, used in dressmaking, or to
make things like cushions or chairs � The
tailor put some more padding in the shoul-
ders of the jacket. � We put cotton wool un-
der the bandage as padding. 2. words add-
ed to a speech or article to make it longer �
The speech was over an hour long, but
most of it was just padding. � Your essay
has got too much padding in it.
paddlepaddle /p�d(ə)l/ noun a walk in shallow
water � The little children went for a pad-
dle in the sea. � verb (paddles, paddling,
paddled) to make a boat move forward us-
ing a paddle � We stopped paddling and let
the canoe drift with the current.
paddockpaddock /p�dək/, puddock noun a
small enclosed field, where horses can run
paddy fieldpaddy field /p�di fi
ld/ noun a field
filled with water, in which rice is grown
padlockpadlock /p�dlɒk/ noun a small lock
with a hook � The gate is fastened with a
padlock. (NOTE: + padlock v)
paediatricianpaediatrician /�pi
diə|trʃ(ə)n/ noun a
doctor who specialises in treating children
paediatricspaediatrics /�pi
di |�trks/ noun the
study of the treatment of children’s diseas-
es
paganpagan /pe(ən/ adj believing in a form
of religion which is not one of the main
formal religions � The missionaries tried
to ban pagan religious practices. � The ex-
plorers visited a pagan temple.
page

� page /ped�/ noun a side of a sheet of
paper used in a book, newspaper or maga-
zine � It’s a short book, it only has 64 pag-
es. � The crossword is on the back page. �
Start reading at page 34. � Look at the pic-

ture on page 6. (NOTE: With numbers the
word the is left out: on the next page but on
page 50.) � verb (pages, paging, paged) to
call someone by radio, over a loudspeaker,
etc. � Mr Smith isn’t in his office at the mo-
ment – I’ll page him for you.
pageantpageant /p�d�ənt/ noun a grand dis-
play of people in historical costumes
pagerpager /ped�ə/ noun a small electronic
device that makes a noise or displays a
message when someone is trying to contact
you
pagodapagoda /pə |(əυdə/ noun a tall tower
with several storeys, used as a temple,
found in the Far East, e.g. in China, Korea
and Japan
paid

� paid /ped/ past tense and past partici-
ple of pay
pailpail /pel/ noun an old-fashioned word for
a bucket (NOTE: Do not confuse with pale.)
pain

� pain /pen/ noun a feeling in your body
of being hurt or ill � If you have a pain in
your chest, you ought to see a doctor. � She
had to take drugs because she could not
stand the pain. � I get pains in my teeth
when I eat ice cream.
painedpained /pend/ adj annoyed or upset
painful

� painful /penf(ə)l/ adj hurting, caus-
ing pain � She got a painful blow on the
back of the head. � I have very painful
memories of my first school.
painfullypainfully /penf(ə)li/ adv 1. in a way
which hurts � He twisted his ankle painful-
ly. � I am painfully aware that most people
are blaming me for the accident. 2. used for
emphasising how difficult or unpleasant
something is � So far, progress on building
the dam has been painfully slow.
painkillerpainkiller /pen |�klə/ noun a drug which
stops someone feeling pain
painstakingpainstaking /penztekŋ/ adj (of a per-
son) done slowly and carefully in order to
avoid mistakes � The design is the result of
years of painstaking effort.
paint

� paint /pent/ noun a coloured liquid
which you use to give something a colour
or to make a picture � We gave the ceiling
two coats of paint. � I need a two-litre tin
of green paint. � The paint’s coming off the
front door. (NOTE: no plural) � verb (paints,
painting, painted) 1. to cover something
with paint � We got someone in to paint the
house. � They painted their front door blue.
� She painted her toenails bright red. 2. to
make a picture of something using paint �

She painted a picture of the village. � He’s
painting his mother. � The sky is not easy to
paint.
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paintbrushpaintbrush /pentbr�ʃ/ noun a brush
used to put paint on something
painterpainter /pentə/ noun 1. a person who
paints something such as a house � The
painter is coming next week to paint the
kitchen. 2. a person who paints pictures �

He collects pictures by 19th-century
French painters.
painting

� painting /pentŋ/ noun 1. the act of
putting paint on something or of making
pictures with paint � Painting and decorat-
ing is my trade 2. a picture done with paints
� Do you like this painting of the old
church?
paintworkpaintwork /pentw#
k/ noun a surface
which has been painted
pair

� pair /peə/ noun 1. two things taken to-
gether [~of] � a pair of socks � a pair of
gloves � She’s bought a new pair of boots.
2. two things joined together to make a sin-
gle one [~of] � He took a pair of binoculars
with him when he went out walking. � I’m
looking for a clean pair of trousers. �

Where’s my pair of green shorts? � This
pair of scissors is blunt.
palpal /p�l/ noun a friend (informal)
palace

� palace /p�ls/ noun a large building
where a king, queen, president, etc., lives
palatablepalatable /p�lətəb(ə)l/ adj nice to eat,
tasting good
palatepalate /p�lət/ noun 1. the top part of the
inside of the mouth � I burnt my palate
with the hot soup. 2. being able to judge the
quality of food or drink � A trained palate
easily distinguishes different types of wine.
(NOTE: Do not confuse with palette, pallet.)
palatialpalatial /pə|leʃ(ə)l/ adj magnificent, like
a palace
pale

� pale /pel/ (paler, palest) adj 1. light-
coloured � What colour is your hat? – It’s
a pale blue colour. 2. not looking healthy,
with a white face � She’s always pale and
that worries me. � When she read the letter
she went pale. (NOTE: Do not confuse with
pail.)
palettepalette /p�lət/ noun 1. a flat board on
which an artist mixes his or her colours �
She squeezed a blob of paint onto her pal-
ette. 2. a range of colours available, espe-
cially on a computer graphics program �
You can create your own colours and add
them to the palette. (NOTE: Do not confuse
with palate, pallet.)
pallpall /pɔ
l/ noun a cloth put over a coffin �
verb (palls, palling, palled) to become less
interesting � Her bright chatter began to
pall after a while.
pallidpallid /p�ld/ adj sickly pale

pallorpallor /p�lə/ noun paleness of the face
palmpalm /pɑ
m/ noun 1. the soft inside sur-
face of your hand � She held out some
crumbs in the palm of her hand and the
birds came and ate them. 2. a tall tropical
tree with long leaves � an oasis surrounded
by date palms � The boy climbed a coconut
palm and brought down a nut.

palm off phrasal verb � to palm some-
thing off on someone to give something
worthless to someone hoping that he or
she won’t notice (informal) � We tried to
palm off our old sofa onto my brother.

palm treepalm tree /pɑ
m tri
/ noun a tall tropical
tree with long leaves
paltrypaltry /pɔ
ltri/ (paltrier, paltriest) adj
very small
pamperpamper /p�mpə/ (pampers, pamper-
ing, pampered) verb to treat someone too
well, by giving him or her too much food or
making his or her life too comfortable
pamphlet

� pamphlet /p�mflət/ noun a small
booklet giving information about some-
thing
pan

� pan /p�n/ noun a metal cooking con-
tainer with a handle � Boil the potatoes in
a pan of water. � She burnt her hand on the
hot frying pan. � frying pan, saucepan

pan out phrasal verb to turn out, to suc-
ceed (informal)

panachepanache /pə |n�ʃ/ noun a confident and
showy way of doing things
pancakepancake /p�nkek/ � as flat as a pan-
cake very flat � The country round Cam-
bridge is as flat as a pancake.
pandapanda /p�ndə/ noun a large black and
white animal found in China, which looks
like a bear (NOTE: do not confuse with pan-
der)
pandemoniumpandemonium /�p�ndə|məυniəm/
noun great uproar and confusion
panderpander /p�ndə/ (panders, pandering,
pandered) verb � to pander to something
to try to satisfy something � The book pan-
ders to the low taste of the reading public.
p & pp & p abbr postage and packing
panepane /pen/ noun a sheet of glass, e.g. in a
window or door (NOTE: Do not confuse with
pain.)
panel

� panel /p�n(ə)l/ noun 1. a flat piece of
something such as wood or metal, which
forms part of something � Unscrew the
panel at the back of the washing machine.
2. a group of people who answer questions
or who judge a competition � She’s on the
panel that will interview candidates for the
post.
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panellingpanelling /p�n(ə)lŋ/ noun sheets of
wood, used especially to cover walls (NOTE:
The US spelling is paneling.)
pangpang /p�ŋ/ noun a sudden strong feeling
panic

� panic /p�nk/ noun sudden great fear
� The forecast of flooding caused panic in
towns near the river. � verb (panics, pan-
icking, panicked) to become very fright-
ened � Don’t panic, the fire engine is on its
way.
panic-strickenpanic-stricken /p�nk �strkən/ adj
mad with fright
panoramapanorama /�p�nə |rɑ
mə/ noun a view
over a wide expanse of landscape
pansypansy /p�nzi/ noun a small garden plant
with large brightly coloured petals � She
planted pansies in her window boxes.
pantpant /p�nt/ (pants, panting, panted)
verb to breathe fast � He was red in the face
and panting as he crossed the finishing
line.
pantherpanther /p�nθə/ noun a large black
leopard from North America
pantiespanties /p�ntiz/ plural noun women’s
brief knickers � A pair of panties were left
on the washing line. � She carries a spare
pair of panties in her handbag.
pantomimepantomime /p�ntəmam/ noun a fun-
ny Christmas play for children, with songs
and dances on a traditional fairy-tale sub-
ject (informal)
pantrypantry /p�ntri/ noun a cool cupboard or
small room for keeping food in
pants

� pants /p�nts/ plural noun 1. briefs,
shorts worn on the lower part of the body
under other clothes � She was standing by
the window in her bra and pants. � I put on
clean pants and socks every morning. 2.
US trousers � The waiter was wearing a
black jacket and a pair of striped pants. � I
need a belt to keep my pants up.
paparazzipaparazzi /�p�pə|r�tsi/ plural noun
photographers who follow famous people
to take pictures of them for newspapers �
The paparazzi were lying in wait for the
couple as they left the hotel.
papayapapaya /pə |paə/ noun a green tropical
fruit with yellow flesh
paper

� paper /pepə/ noun 1. thin, often
white, material, which you write on, and
which is used for wrapping or to make
books, newspapers and magazines [~on] �
He got a letter written on pink paper. � I
need another piece of paper or sheet of pa-
per to finish my letter. � There was a box of
paper handkerchiefs by the bed. (NOTE: no
plural for this meaning: some paper, a piece
of paper, a sheet of paper) 2. a newspaper

[~on] � I buy the paper to read on the train
every morning. � My photo was on the
front page of today’s paper. � Our local pa-
per comes out on Fridays. � The Sunday
papers are so big that it takes me all day to
read them. 3. an exam [~on] � The English
paper was very difficult.
paperbackpaperback /pepəb�k/ noun a cheap
book with a paper cover
paper boypaper boy /pepə bɔ/ noun a boy
whose job is to deliver newspapers to hous-
es
paperclippaperclip /pepəklp/ noun a piece of
bent wire for holding pieces of paper to-
gether
paper girlpaper girl /pepə (#
l/ noun a girl
whose job is to deliver newspapers to hous-
es
paperweightpaperweight /pepəwet/ noun a heavy
block put on papers to prevent them from
being blown away
paperwork

� paperwork /pepəw#
k/ noun office
work
paprikapaprika /p�prkə/ noun a red spice
made from powdered sweet peppers
parpar /pɑ
/ noun 1. the fact of being equal 2.
(in golf) the number of strokes usually
needed by a good golfer to hit the ball into
the hole � He went round in five under par.
� below par not very well � He’s feeling a
bit below par after his illness. � par for the
course what usually happens (informal) �
Jack forgot my birthday again, but that’s
par for the course. � to be on a par with
something or someone to be equal to
something or someone � It isn’t really on a
par with their previous performances.
parableparable /p�rəb(ə)l/ noun a short story
with a religious or moral point
paracetamol

� paracetamol /�p�rə|si
təmɒl/ noun
a common drug, used to stop symptoms,
e.g. of flu, colds and headaches (NOTE: no
plural: take two paracetamol before break-
fast)
parachuteparachute /p�rəʃu
t/ (parachutes,
parachuting, parachuted) verb to drop
something attached to a parachute � They
parachuted supplies to the villages.
paradeparade /pə|red/ noun a public display of
soldiers � A sergeant inspects the men be-
fore they go on parade.
paradigmparadigm /p�rədam/ noun an example
which others can copy
paradiseparadise /p�rədas/ noun 1. a wonder-
ful place where good people are supposed
to live after death � For a moment, I
thought I must have died and gone to par-
adise. 2. any beautiful place or a place
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where you feel very happy � Their grand-
parents’ farm was a paradise for the chil-
dren.
paradoxparadox /p�rədɒks/ noun a thing which
appears to contradict itself but may really
be true
paradoxicalparadoxical /�p�rə|dɒksk(ə)l/ adj
contradictory like a paradox
paraffinparaffin /p�rəfn/ noun a thin liquid
used as a fuel, e.g. for lamps and heaters
paragonparagon /p�rə(ən/ noun a perfect hu-
man being
paragraph

� paragraph /p�rə(rɑ
f/ noun a sec-
tion of several written sentences starting on
a new line � to answer the first paragraph
of your letter or paragraph one of your let-
ter � Please refer to the paragraph headed
‘Shipping Instructions’.
parallel

� parallel /p�rəlel/ adj (of lines) which
are side by side and remain the same dis-
tance apart without ever touching � Draw
two parallel lines three millimetres apart.
� The road is parallel to or with the rail-
way.
parallelogramparallelogram /�p�rə |lelə(r�m/ noun
a shape with four sides in which each side
is parallel to the one opposite
paralyseparalyse /p�rəlaz/ (paralyses, para-
lysing, paralysed) verb 1. to cause paraly-
sis in someone 2. to make someone or
something unable to move or function nor-
mally for a short time � The strike para-
lysed the country. (NOTE: The US spelling is
paralyze.)
paralysisparalysis /pə|r�ləss/ noun 1. a condi-
tion where the muscles of part of the body
cannot move because of damage to the
nerves 2. an inability to move or function
normally
paramedicparamedic /�p�rə|medk/ noun a per-
son who works in a medical profession
linked to that of a nurse or doctor, such as
an ambulance driver or therapist
parameter

� parameter /pə |r�mtə/ noun a value
which shows the limits of something
paramilitaryparamilitary /�p�rə |mlt(ə)ri/ adj or-
ganised in the same way as the army, but
not a part of it � Members of paramilitary
organisations were asked to surrender
their arms.
paramountparamount /p�rəmaυnt/ adj most im-
portant
paranoiaparanoia /�p�rə |nɔə/ noun a mental
disorder in which the patient imagines
things, usually that he or she is being per-
secuted or attacked

paranoidparanoid /p�rənɔd/ adj suffering from
a fixed delusion
paraphernaliaparaphernalia /�p�rəfə |neliə/ noun a
mass of bits and pieces of equipment
paraphraseparaphrase /p�rəfrez/ (paraphrases,
paraphrasing, paraphrased) verb to re-
peat what someone has said or written, us-
ing different words
paraplegicparaplegic /�p�rə |pli
d�k/ adj para-
lysed in the part of the body below the
waist
parasiteparasite /p�rəsat/ noun 1. an animal or
plant which lives on or inside another or-
ganism and draws nourishment from it �

Many diseases are carried by parasites. 2.
a person who does no useful work and gets
money from others � He is a parasite on
society.
parasolparasol /p�rəsɒl/ noun a light umbrella
to protect you from the rays of the Sun
paratrooperparatrooper /p�rətru
pə/ noun a sol-
dier who is a parachutist (NOTE: often short-
ened to para)
paratroopsparatroops /p�rətru
ps/ plural noun
paratroopers � A small group of paratroops
led the attack.
parcel

� parcel /pɑ
s(ə)l/ noun something that
is wrapped in paper and sent by post � The
postman has brought a parcel for you. �
The parcel was wrapped up in brown pa-
per. � If you’re going to the post office, can
you post this parcel for me?

parcel out phrasal verb to divide some-
thing up among several people

parchedparched /pɑ
tʃt/ adj very dry due to lack
of rain
pardon

� pardon /pɑ
d(ə)n/ noun the act of for-
giving someone � verb (pardons, pardon-
ing, pardoned) to forgive someone for
having done something wrong � Pardon
me for interrupting, but you’re wanted on
the phone. � Please pardon my rudeness in
not answering your call earlier. � I beg
your pardon! excuse me! forgive me! � I
beg your pardon, I didn’t hear what you
said. � I do beg your pardon – I didn’t
know you were busy.
parepare /peə/ (pares, paring, pared) verb to
make something smaller by cutting off a
small amount � He managed to pare three
seconds off his previous best time.
parent

� parent /peərənt/ noun 1. a father or
mother 2. an organisation which owns or
rules another � Our parent company is
based in Switzerland.
parentageparentage /peərəntd�/ noun some-
one’s origin
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parenthesesparentheses /pə |renθəsi
z/ plural noun
a printing symbol ( ) which encloses words
or characters and separates them from the
rest of the text � She put the phrase in pa-
rentheses.
parenthoodparenthood /peərənthυd/ noun the
state of being a parent
parentingparenting /peərəntŋ/ noun the activity
of looking after children
parentsparents /peərənts/ noun your mother
and father � His parents live in Manches-
ter. � Did your parents tell you I had met
them in London?
parishparish /p�rʃ/ noun 1. an area served by
a church � He’s the vicar of a country par-
ish. � They worship regularly in their local
parish church. � Father Thomas is our par-
ish priest. 2. an administrative district in a
county with a church as its centre � He’s
going through the local parish records to
try to establish when his family first came
to the village.
parishionerparishioner /pə |rʃ(ə)nə/ noun a person
who lives in or belongs to a parish
parityparity /p�rti/ noun the fact of being
equal, especially having the same rates of
pay and conditions as others
park

� park /pɑ
k/ noun an open space with
grass and trees � Hyde Park and Regents
Park are in the middle of London. � You
can ride a bicycle across the park but cars
are not allowed in. � verb (parks, parking,
parked) to leave your car somewhere while
you are not using it � You can park your
car in the street next to the hotel. � You
mustn’t park on a double yellow line.
parkaparka /pɑ
kə/ noun a warm waterproof
jacket with a hood
parking

� parking /pɑ
kŋ/ noun the act of leav-
ing a car somewhere when you are not us-
ing it
parking lotparking lot /pɑ
kŋ lɒt/ noun US an
area where you can leave a car when you
are not using it
parking meterparking meter /pɑ
kŋ �mi
tə/ noun a
device into which you put money to pay for
parking for a certain time
parking ticketparking ticket /pɑ
kŋ �tkt/ noun a
paper which you get when you leave a car
parked wrongly, telling you that you will
have to pay a fine
Parkinson’s diseaseParkinson’s disease /pɑ
knsənz d |

�zi
z/ noun a disease which affects the parts
of the brain which control movement, mak-
ing the hands and legs shake
parliament

� parliament /pɑ
ləmənt/ noun a
group of elected representatives who de-
cide on the laws of a country � Parliament

has passed a law forbidding the sale of
these drugs.
ParmesanParmesan /�pɑ
m |z�n/ noun a type of
hard Italian cheese that is often grated and
sprinkled on pasta dishes
parodyparody /p�rədi/ noun (plural parodies)
poetry, a play or a song which imitates
someone to make fun � He wrote a parody
of Wodehouse. � verb (parodies, parody-
ing, parodied) to imitate someone in order
to make fun � His writing style is very easy
to parody.
paroleparole /pə|rəυl/ noun the act of allowing
a prisoner who has behaved well to be re-
leased from prison early on condition that
he or she continues to behave well outside
prison � She will be eligible for parole in
three weeks’ time. � He was let out on pa-
role and immediately offended again. �

verb (paroles, paroling, paroled) to let a
prisoner out of prison on condition that he
or she behaves well � After six months he
was paroled.
parrotparrot /p�rət/ noun a brightly coloured
tropical bird with a large curved beak � He
keeps a green parrot in a cage in his living
room.
parsleyparsley /pɑ
sli/ noun a green herb with
flat or curly leaves, used in cooking
parsnipparsnip /pɑ
snp/ noun a plant with a
thick white root which is eaten boiled or
roasted as a vegetable and has a sweet taste
part

� part /pɑ
t/ noun 1. a piece or section
[~of] � Parts of the film were very good. �
They live in the downstairs part of a large
house. � They spend part of the year in
France. 2. a person that an actor plays, e.g.
in a play or film [~of] � He played the part
of Hamlet. � verb (parts, parting, parted)
to separate or move apart � The curtains
parted and the show began. � to play a
part to be one of several people or things
which do something � The guests played
an important part in putting out the hotel
fire. � to take part in something to join in
an activity � They all took part in the game.
� Did he take part in the concert?

part with� phrasal verb to give or sell
something to someone � He refused to
part with his old bicycle.

part exchangepart exchange /�pɑ
t ks|tʃend�/
noun giving an old product as part of the
payment for a new one
partial

� partial /pɑ
ʃ(ə)l/ adj 1. not complete �
He got partial compensation for the dam-
age to his house. � The treatment was only
a partial success. 2. with a liking for some-
thing [~to] � Everyone knows he is partial
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to a slice of cake. 3. biased � The judge was
accused of being partial.
participant

� participant /pɑ
 |tspənt/ noun a per-
son who takes part [~in]
participate

� participate /pɑ
 |tspet/ (partici-
pates, participating, participated) verb to
take part in something
participle

� participle /pɑ
 |tsp(ə)l/ noun a word
formed from a verb, used either to form
perfect or progressive forms or as an adjec-
tive or noun. The present participle of ‘to
go’ is ‘going’ and the past participle is
‘gone’.
particleparticle /pɑ
tk(ə)l/ noun a very small
piece
particular

� particular /pə |tkjυlə/ adj special, re-
ferring to one thing or person and to no
other � The photocopier only works with
one particular type of paper.
particularly

� particularly /pə|tkjυləli/ adv spe-
cially � I particularly asked them not to
walk on the lawn. � It’s a particularly dif-
ficult problem. � He isn’t particularly wor-
ried about the result.
particularsparticulars /pə|tkjυləz/ plural noun de-
tails � the sheet which gives particulars of
the house for sale � The inspector asked
for particulars of the missing car.
partingparting /pɑ
tŋ/ noun 1. the act of leav-
ing someone � Our final parting took place
outside the railway station. 2. the line
which marks where your hair is separated
when you comb it � My parting is on the
left side.
parting shotparting shot /�pɑ
tŋ ʃɒt/ noun the last,
often unpleasant, words spoken when leav-
ing someone
partisanpartisan /pɑ
tz(ə)n, �pɑ
t|z�n/, par-
tizan noun 1. a person who supports a pol-
icy forcefully � She’s a partisan of having
more women Members of Parliament. 2. a
member of a local armed resistance move-
ment, fighting against an occupying army
� The town was captured by partisans.
partitionpartition /pɑ
|tʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a division
of a country into separate parts � Did you
agree with the partition of the country after
the war? 2. a thin wall between two spaces,
especially one splitting a large room into
sections � We put a partition across the
centre of the room to make two separate
bedrooms for the boys. (NOTE: + partition v)
partly

� partly /pɑ
tli/ adv not completely �

The house is partly furnished. � I’m only
partly satisfied with the result. � We’re sell-
ing our house in London, partly because
we need the money, but also because we
want to move nearer to the sea.

partner

� partner /pɑ
tnə/ noun 1. a person
who plays games or dances with someone
� Take your partners for the waltz. � Sally
is my usual tennis partner. 2. a person with
whom you are in a relationship, especially
one you live with � We invited him and his
partner for drinks. 3. a person who owns
and works in a business together with one
or more others � He became a partner in a
firm of solicitors.
partnership

� partnership /pɑ
tnəʃp/ noun a busi-
ness relationship between two or more
people in which the risks and profits are
shared according to a letter of agreement
between the partners [~between] � to go
into partnership (with someone) to join
with someone to form a partnership � He
went into partnership with his brother to
market his new invention.
part-time

� part-time /�pɑ
t tam/ adj, adv not for
the whole working day or week � He is try-
ing to find part-time work when the chil-
dren are in school. � We are looking for
part-time staff to keyboard data. � She
works part-time in the local supermarket.
party

� party /pɑ
ti/ (plural parties) noun a
special occasion when several people
meet, usually in someone’s house, in order
to celebrate something such as a birthday
� We’re having a party on New Year’s Eve.
� Our family Christmas party was a disas-
ter as usual. � She invited twenty friends to
her birthday party.
pass

� pass /pɑ
s/ noun (in football, etc.) the
act of sending the ball to another player �

He sent a long pass across the field and
Smith headed it into goal. � verb (passes,
passing, passed) 1. to move something to-
wards someone [~to] � Can you pass me the
salt, please? � He passed the ball back to
the goalkeeper. 2. to be successful in a test
or examination [~to] � He passed in Eng-
lish, but failed in French. � She passed her
driving test first time!

pass away� phrasal verb to die (NOTE:
also pass on)
pass off� phrasal verb 1. to take place �
The meeting passed off without any prob-
lems. 2. � to pass something off as
something else to pretend that something
is another thing in order to cheat � He
passed the wine off as French. � to pass
yourself off as something to pretend to
be something � He passed himself off as
a rich banker from South America.
pass on� phrasal verb 1. to move some-
thing on to someone else � She passed on
the information to her boss. 2. to die � My
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father passed on two years ago. (NOTE:
also pass away in the same meaning)
pass out� phrasal verb to become un-
conscious for a short time � He passed
out when he saw the blood.
pass round� phrasal verb to hand some-
thing to various people � She passed the
box of chocolates round the table. � The
steward passed round immigration
forms.
pass up� phrasal verb not to make use
of a chance or opportunity which is of-
fered

passablepassable /pɑ
səb(ə)l/ adj fairly good �
He did a passable imitation of the prime
minister.
passage

� passage /p�sd�/ noun 1. a long nar-
row space with walls on either side
[~through/~to] � She hurried along the pas-
sage. � There’s an underground passage
between the two railway stations. 2. a sec-
tion of a piece of writing [~through/~to] �
She quoted passages from the Bible. � I
photocopied a particularly interesting pas-
sage from the textbook.
passagewaypassageway /p�sd�we/ noun a cor-
ridor
passenger

� passenger /p�snd�ə/ noun a per-
son who is travelling, e.g. in a car, bus,
train or plane, but who is not the driver or
one of the people who works on it � His
car’s quite big – it can take three passen-
gers on the back seat. � The plane was car-
rying 104 passengers and a crew of ten.
passer-bypasser-by /�pɑ
sə ba/ (plural passers-
by) noun a person who is walking past
passing

� passing /pɑ
sŋ/ adj 1. existing for a
short time only � It’s just a passing fash-
ion. 2. which is going past � The driver of
a passing car saw the accident.
passion

� passion /p�ʃ(ə)n/ noun a very strong
feeling of love, especially sexual love � He
couldn’t hide the passion he felt for her.
passionatepassionate /p�ʃ(ə)nət/ adj strongly
emotional
passivepassive /p�sv/ adj allowing things to
happen to you and not taking any action
yourself � He wasn’t one of the ringlead-
ers, he only played a passive role in the
coup. � noun the form of a verb which
shows that the subject is being acted upon
(NOTE: If you say ‘the car hit him’ the verb is
active, but ‘he was hit by the car’ is passive.)
passive smokingpassive smoking /�p�sv sməυkŋ/
noun the act of breathing in smoke from
other people’s cigarettes, when you do not
smoke yourself

Passover

Passover /pɑ
səυvə/ noun a Jewish
spring festival which celebrates the release
of Jews from captivity in Egypt
passport

� passport /pɑ
spɔ
t/ noun an official
document allowing you to travel from one
country to another � If you are going
abroad you need to have a valid passport.
� We had to show our passports at cus-
toms. � His passport is out of date.
password

� password /pɑ
sw#
d/ noun a secret
word which you need to know to be al-
lowed to do something such as use a partic-
ular computer
past

� past /pɑ
st/ prep 1. later than, after �
It’s past the children’s bedtime. � It’s ten
past nine (9.10) – we’ve missed the TV
news. 2. passing in front of something � If
you go past the bank, you’ll see the shop on
your left. � She walked past me without
saying anything. � The car went past at at
least 60 miles an hour. (NOTE: Past is used
for times between o’clock and the half-hour:
3.05 = five past three; 3.15 = a quarter past
three; 3.25 = twenty-five past three; 3.30 =
half past three. For times after half past see
to. Past is also used with many verbs: to go
past, to drive past, to fly past, etc.) � adj
happening in a time which his finished �
He has spent the past year working in
France. � The time for talking is past –
what we need is action. � noun the time be-
fore now � In the past we always had an of-
fice party just before Christmas.
pastapasta /p�stə/ noun an Italian food made
of flour and water, and sometimes eggs,
cooked by boiling, and eaten with oil or
sauce (NOTE: no plural: some pasta, a bowl
of pasta; note that pasta takes a singular
verb: the pasta is very good here)
paste

paste /pest/ noun 1. a thin liquid glue �
Spread the paste evenly over the back of
the wallpaper. 2. soft food � The cake is
covered with almond paste. � Mix the flour,
eggs and milk to a smooth paste. � Add to-
mato paste to the soup. � verb (pastes,
pasting, pasted) to glue something such as
paper � She pasted a sheet of coloured pa-
per over the front of the box. � He pasted
the postcards into his scrapbook. � cut
pastime

pastime /pɑ
stam/ noun a hobby,
something you do to pass your spare time
pastorpastor /pɑ
stə/ noun a member of the
Protestant clergy
pastoralpastoral /pɑ
st(ə)rəl/ adj 1. referring to
country life � Virgil was famous for his
pastoral poetry. 2. referring to guidance in
connection with someone’s personal prob-
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lems � There’s an important pastoral side
to a teacher’s job.
past participlepast participle /pɑ
st pɑ
 |tsp(ə)l/
noun a word formed from a verb, used ei-
ther to form a past tense or as an adjective.
The past participle of ‘go’ is ‘gone’.
pastry

� pastry /pestri/ noun a mixture of
flour, fat and water, used to make pies �
She was in the kitchen making pastry.
pasturepasture /pɑ
stʃə/ noun a grassy area
where animals such as horses, cows and
sheep can graze
pastypasty1 /p�sti/ (plural pasties) noun a
pastry folded round a filling of meat and
vegetables
pastypasty2 /pesti/ (pastier, pastiest) adj
white and unhealthy
patpat /p�t/ noun a gentle touch with the
hand � I didn’t hit her – I just gave her a lit-
tle pat. � verb (pats, patting, patted) to
give someone or something a pat � He pat-
ted his pocket to make sure that his wallet
was still there. � to pat someone on the
back to praise someone � a pat on the
back praise � The committee got a pat on
the back for having organised the show so
well.
patch

� patch /p�tʃ/ noun 1. a small piece of
material used for covering up a hole, e.g. in
clothes � His mother sewed a patch over
the hole in his trousers. 2. a small area of
something � They built a shed on a patch of
ground by the railway line. � There’s a
patch of rust on the car door.

patch up� phrasal verb 1. to mend
something with difficulty � The mechan-
ics managed to patch up the engine. �

The surgeon patched him up but warned
him not to fight with knives again. 2. � to
patch up a quarrel to become more
friendly again after quarrelling � They
had a bitter argument, but patched up
their quarrel in time for the party.

patchworkpatchwork /p�tʃw#
k/ noun 1. a piece
of needlework made by sewing small piec-
es of material together in patterns � All the
women in the family came together to sew
a patchwork quilt. 2. an area which looks
like a patchwork quilt � a typical English
landscape with a patchwork of small fields
patchypatchy /p�tʃi/ adj not the same every-
where � If you don’t prepare the surface
properly, the paint will look patchy.
pâtépâté /p�te/ noun a paste made of
cooked meat or fish finely minced
patentpatent /petənt, p�tənt/ noun an offi-
cial confirmation that you have the sole
right to make or sell a new invention � to

take out a patent for a new type of light
bulb � They have applied for a patent for
their new invention.
patent leatherpatent leather /�petənt leðə/ noun
leather with an extremely shiny surface
paternalpaternal /pə |t#
n(ə)l/ adj referring to a
father
paternitypaternity /pə|t#
nti/ noun 1. the fact of
being a father 2. the identity of a father �
The court had first to establish the child’s
paternity.
paternity leavepaternity leave /pə |t#
nti li
v/ noun
permission for a man to be away from
work when his wife has a baby
path

� path /pɑ
θ/ noun a narrow track for
walking [~of/~through/~to] � There’s a path
across the field. � Follow the path until you
get to the sea.
pathetic

� pathetic /pə|θetk/ adj making you
feel either sympathy or a lack of respect �
He made a pathetic attempt at a joke. � She
looked a pathetic figure standing in the
rain.
pathologicalpathological /�p�θə |lɒd�k(ə)l/ adj re-
ferring to a disease or which is caused by a
disease � a pathological condition
pathologistpathologist /pə|θɒləd�st/ noun 1. a
doctor who specialises in the study of dis-
eases and the changes in the body caused
by disease � A pathologist took samples for
examination in the laboratory. 2. a doctor
who examines dead bodies to find out the
cause of death � The pathologist found
traces of poison in the corpse.
pathologypathology /pə |θɒləd�i/ noun the study
of diseases and the changes in structure
and function which diseases cause in the
body
pathospathos /peθɒs/ noun a quality in some-
thing which makes you feel pity (NOTE: The
adjective is pathetic.)
pathwaypathway /pɑ
θwe/ noun a track for
walking along
patience

� patience /peʃ(ə)ns/ noun the quality
of being patient � With a little patience,
you’ll soon learn how to ride a bike. � I
don’t have the patience to wait that long. �
to try someone’s patience to make some-
one impatient � Looking after a class of
thirty little children would try anyone’s pa-
tience.
patient

� patient /peʃ(ə)nt/ adj the ability to
wait a long time without getting annoyed �
You must be patient – you will get served in
time. � noun a sick person who is in hospi-
tal or who is being treated by a doctor, den-
tist, psychiatrist, etc. � There are three oth-
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er patients in the ward. � The nurse is try-
ing to take the patient’s temperature.
patiently

� patiently /peʃ(ə)ntli/ adv without
getting annoyed
patiopatio /p�tiəυ/ (plural patios) noun a
paved area outside a house or other build-
ing for sitting or eating
patrioticpatriotic /�p�tri|ɒtk/ adj proud of your
country and willing to defend it
patrolpatrol /pə |trəυl/ noun 1. the act of keep-
ing guard by walking or driving in one di-
rection and then back again � They make
regular patrols round the walls of the pris-
on. � He was on patrol in the centre of town
when he saw some youths running away
from a bank. 2. a group of people keeping
guard � Each time a patrol went past we
hid behind a wall. � verb (patrols, patrol-
ling, patrolled) to keep guard on a place by
walking or driving up and down � Armed
security guards are patrolling the ware-
house.
patron

� patron /petrən/ noun 1. a person who
protects or supports someone or something
[~of] � She’s a great patron of the arts. 2. a
person who goes regularly to a place, e.g. a
shop, hotel, restaurant or theatre [~of] � The
car park is for the use of hotel patrons only.
patronagepatronage /p�trənd�/ noun the prac-
tice of giving support or encouragement to
someone, e.g. an artist
patron saintpatron saint /�petrən sent/ noun a
saint who is believed to protect a particular
group of people
patterpatter /p�tə/ noun 1. a light tapping
noise � the patter of raindrops on the roof
� I heard a patter of feet in the corridor. 2.
rapid talk by someone such as a salesman
or trickster, to keep your attention � He
kept up a continuous patter as he shuffled
the cards. � verb (patters, pattering, pat-
tered) to make a light tapping noise � The
rain pattered on the windows.
pattern

� pattern /p�t(ə)n/ noun 1. instructions
which you follow to make something [~of]
� She copied a pattern from a magazine to
knit her son a pullover. 2. a design of some-
thing, e.g. lines or flowers, repeated again
and again on cloth, wallpaper, etc. [~of] �
She was wearing a coat with a pattern of
black and white spots. � Do you like the
pattern on our new carpet?
paunchpaunch /pɔ
ntʃ/ noun a man’s fat stom-
ach
pause

� pause /pɔ
z/ noun a short stop during
a period of activity such as work [~for/~in]
� Walk quickly and then have a short pause
after every 100 steps. � He read his speech

slowly, with lots of pauses. � verb (pauses,
pausing, paused) to stop or rest for a short
time before continuing [~for] � She paused
for a second to look at her watch.
pavepave /pev/ (paves, paving, paved) verb
to cover a road or path, etc., with a hard
surface � In the old town, the streets are
paved with cobblestones. � There is a
paved courtyard behind the restaurant. �

to pave the way for something to prepare
the way for something to happen � The
election of the new president paves the way
for a change of government.
pavement

� pavement /pevmənt/ noun 1. a hard
path for people to walk on at the side of a
road � Walk on the pavement, not in the
road. � Look out; the pavement is covered
with ice! 2. US a hard road surface
pavilionpavilion /pə |vliən/ noun 1. a small
building for people playing sport to rest in
between games � The rest of the team
watched from the pavilion as he scored the
winning run. 2. a separate building at a
large exhibition � Have you seen the Cana-
dian pavilion yet?
paving stonepaving stone /pevŋ stəυn/ noun a
large flat stone slab used for making paths
and patios
paw

� paw /pɔ
/ noun the foot of an animal
such as a cat or dog � The bear held the fish
in its paws.
pawn

� pawn /pɔ
n/ noun 1. the smallest piece
on the chessboard [~in] � He took two of my
pawns. � She sacrificed a pawn in order to
put his king in check. 2. a person who is
controlled by someone more powerful [~in]
� He was just a pawn in the hands of pow-
erful bankers. � verb (pawns, pawning,
pawned) to leave an object in exchange for
borrowing money: you claim back the ob-
ject when you pay back the money � I was
so desperate that I pawned my mobile
phone. � He was in a bad state – even his
dinner jacket had been pawned. � She
pawned her ring to get money for food.
pawnbrokerpawnbroker /pɔ
nbrəυkə/ noun a per-
son who lends money in exchange for val-
uables left with him or her
pay

� pay /pe/ noun the money you receive
for working � They’re on strike for more
pay. � I can’t afford luxuries on my miser-
able pay. � verb (pays, paying, paid) 1. to
give someone money for something
[~to/~with//] � How much did you pay for
your car? � We pay £100 a week in rent. �
Please pay the waiter for your drinks. �
She paid him £10 for his old bike. 2. to give
money to someone for doing something
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[~to/~with//] � We pay secretaries £10 an
hour. � I paid them one pound each for
washing the car. � I’ll pay you a pound to
wash my car. (NOTE: You pay someone to
wash the car before he or she washes it,
but you pay someone for washing the car
after he or she has washed it.)

pay back� phrasal verb to give someone
money which you owe them � He bor-
rowed £10 last week and hasn’t paid me
back. � to pay someone back for some-
thing to take revenge on someone for
having done something � ‘That will pay
them back for ruining our party’, he said
as he smashed their car window.
pay in� phrasal verb to put money into
an account
pay off� phrasal verb 1. to finish paying
money which is owed � He’s aiming to
pay off his mortgage in ten years. � She
said she couldn’t pay off the loan. 2. to
pay all the money owed to someone and
end his or her employment � When the
company was taken over the factory was
closed and all the workers were paid off.
3. to be successful � Their more cautious
approach eventually paid off. � All that
hard work paid off when she came top of
her class.
pay out� phrasal verb 1. to give money
to someone � The insurance company
paid out thousands of pounds to claim-
ants after the storm. � We have paid out
half our profits in dividends. 2. to unroll
a rope � They paid out the rope gradually
as I climbed down the cliff.
pay up� phrasal verb to pay all the mon-
ey which you owe � The tourist paid up
quickly when the taxi driver called the
police.

payee

payee /pe |i
/ noun a person who is paid
money
payment

� payment /pemənt/ noun the fact of
giving money for something [~for] � I make
regular monthly payments into her ac-
count. � She made a payment of £10,000 to
the solicitor.
payphonepayphone /pefəυn/ noun a public
phone in which you insert money to make
a call
payrollpayroll /perəυl/ noun 1. the people em-
ployed by a company and paid by it � The
company has 250 people on the payroll. 2.
the total wages paid by a company
PC

� PC /�pi
 si
/ abbr personal computer,
police constable, politically correct
PEPE abbr physical education � a PE class

pea

� pea /pi
/ noun a climbing plant of
which the round green seeds are eaten as
vegetables
peace

� peace /pi
s/ noun 1. the state of not be-
ing at war [~with/] � The UN troops are try-
ing to keep the peace in the area. � Both
sides are hoping to reach a peace settle-
ment. 2. a calm quiet state [~with/] � Noisy
motorcycles ruin the peace and quiet of the
village.
peaceful

� peaceful /pi
sf(ə)l/ adj enjoyable be-
cause there is very little noise or activity �
We spent a peaceful afternoon by the river.
peacekeeperpeacekeeper /pi
ski
pə/ noun a person
who tries to maintain peace
peacetimepeacetime /pi
stam/ noun a period
when a country is not fighting in a war
peach

� peach /pi
tʃ/ noun a sweet fruit with a
large stone and very soft skin [~of] � We
had peaches and cream for dessert.
peacockpeacock /pi
kɒk/ noun a type of com-
mon brown butterfly with round purple
spots on its wings
peak

� peak /pi
k/ noun 1. the top of a moun-
tain � Can you see that snow-covered peak
in the distance? – It’s Mont Blanc. 2. the
highest point � The team has to reach a
peak of fitness before the match. � The
graph shows the peaks and troughs of pol-
lution over the last month. 3. the front part
of a cap, which sticks out � He wore a
white cap with a dark blue peak.
pealpeal /pi
l/ noun the sound of bells ringing
� Peals rang out from the church tower on
Christmas morning.
peanutpeanut /pi
n�t/ noun a nut which grows
under the ground in a shell
peanut butterpeanut butter /�pi
n�t b�tə/ noun a
paste made from crushed peanuts
pear

� pear /peə/ noun a fruit like a long ap-
ple, with one end wider than the other
pearl

� pearl /p#
l/ noun a valuable round
white jewel formed inside an oyster � She
wore a string of pearls which her grand-
mother had given her.
pear-shapedpear-shaped /peə ʃept/ � to go pear-
shaped to go wrong, not to work properly
(informal) � Since the shop opened, every-
thing seems to be going pear-shaped.
peasantpeasant /pez(ə)nt/ noun a farm labourer
or farmer living in a backward region
peatpeat /pi
t/ noun wet soil in a bog, made
from partly decayed mosses and other
plants
pebblepebble /peb(ə)l/ noun a small round
stone
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pecanpecan /pi
kən, p |k�n/ noun a sweet
nut from a tree which grows in the south of
the USA
peckpeck /pek/ (pecks, pecking, pecked) verb
(of a bird) to bite with a beak � Hens were
pecking around in the yard.
peckishpeckish /pekʃ/ adj slightly hungry
(informal)
peculiar

� peculiar /p |kju
liə/ adj 1. strange
[~that] � There’s a peculiar smell coming
from the kitchen. � It’s peculiar that she
never opens the curtains in her house. 2.
only found in one particular place or per-
son [~to] � He apologised to her in his own
peculiar way. � French fries with mayon-
naise is a dish which is peculiar to Bel-
gium.
peculiaritypeculiarity /p |�kju
li|�rti/ (plural pe-
culiarities) noun an odd feature or detail
which makes something different
pedagogicalpedagogical /�pedə|(ɒd�k(ə)l/ adj re-
ferring to teaching
pedal

� pedal /ped(ə)l/ noun 1. an object
worked by the foot to make a machine op-
erate � If you want to stop the car put your
foot down on the brake pedal. 2. a flat rest
which you press down on with your foot to
make a bicycle go forwards � He stood up
on the pedals to make the bike go up the
hill. � verb (pedals, pedalling, pedalled)
to make a bicycle go by pushing on the
pedals � He had to pedal hard to get up the
hill.
pedanticpedantic /p |d�ntk/ adj who worries
too much about small details
peddlepeddle /ped(ə)l/ (peddles, peddling,
peddled) verb 1. to sell goods from door to
door or in the street � He makes a living
peddling cleaning products door to door. �
She tried to peddle the information to var-
ious newspapers. 2. to sell illegal drugs �
He was accused of peddling drugs. (NOTE:
Do not confuse with pedal.)
pedestalpedestal /pedst(ə)l/ noun a base for a
statue � to put someone on a pedestal to
treat someone as if he or she were very spe-
cial or important, even if they have faults �
He had always put his wife on a pedestal
and was horrified to hear the stories about
her which came out in court.
pedestrian

� pedestrian /pə |destriən/ noun a per-
son who walks, rather than drives along, in
a street � Two pedestrians were also in-
jured in the accident.
pedestrian crossingpedestrian crossing /p |�destriən
krɒsŋ/ noun a place where pedestrians
can cross a road (NOTE: Another US term is
crosswalk.)

pedicurepedicure /pedkjυə/ noun the act of
looking after the feet
pedigreepedigree /ped(ri
/ noun a table show-
ing the ancestors of an animal bred by a
breeder
peepee /pi
/ noun 1. waste water from the
body (informal) � This drink’s horrible, it
tastes like pee! 2. the act of passing waste
water from the body � I need to go for a
pee. � He had a quick pee and then went
back to the meeting. � verb (pees, peeing,
peed) to pass waste water from the body �
The cat’s peed all over my flowerbed.
peekpeek /pi
k/ noun a quick look � He
opened the fridge door and had a peek at
the dessert. (NOTE: Do not confuse with
peak.) � verb (peeks, peeking, peeked) to
look at something quickly � She peeked
through the window and saw there was no
one in the kitchen.
peelpeel /pi
l/ noun the outer skin of a fruit or
a vegetable � Throw the banana peel into
the rubbish bin. � This orange has got very
thick peel. (NOTE: no plural. Do not confuse
with peal.) � verb (peels, peeling, peeled)
to take the outer skin off a fruit or a vege-
table � He was peeling a banana. � If the
potatoes are very small you can boil them
without peeling them.
peeppeep /pi
p/ noun a quick look � He
opened the fridge door and had a peep in-
side. � verb (peeps, peeping, peeped) to
look quickly and secretly at something �
She peeped into the box. � We found him
peeping through the keyhole.
peerpeer /pə/ noun a member of the a high so-
cial class in the UK � Peers sit in the House
of Lords.
peevedpeeved /pi
vd/ adj annoyed and bothered
pegpeg /pe(/ noun 1. a small wooden or metal
object used for holding something in place
� The children hang their coats on pegs in
the cloakroom. � They used no nails in
building the roof – it is all held together
with wooden pegs. 2. � clothes peg little
wooden clip, used to attach wet clothes to
a washing line. � off-the-peg � verb (pegs,
pegging, pegged) to attach something
with a peg � She pegged the washing out on
the line.
pelicanpelican /pelkən/ noun a large water
bird, which catches fish and keeps the fish
in a bag of skin under its beak � The zoo
keeper brought a bucket of fish to feed the
pelicans.
pelletpellet /pelt/ noun 1. a small ball of lead,
used in shotguns � There may still be pel-
lets left in the pheasant so be careful when

Intermediate.fm  Page 459  Monday, August 23, 2004 5:36 PM



pelt 460
you eat it. 2. a small ball of something �

The boys made bread pellets and threw
them across the room. � The cattle feed
comes in the form of pellets.
peltpelt /pelt/ noun a skin of an animal with
fur on it � The trappers sold the pelts at the
trading post. � verb (pelts, pelting, pelted)
1. � to pelt someone with something to
throw things at someone � The crowd pelt-
ed the speaker with rotten tomatoes. 2. to
run very fast � I pelted after her to try to
catch her up. 3. � the rain was pelting
down it was raining very hard
pelvispelvis /pelvs/ (plural pelvises or pel-
ves) noun the group of bones and cartilage
which forms a ring and connects the thigh
bones to the spine
pen

� pen /pen/ noun an object for writing
with, using ink � I’ve lost my red pen – can
I borrow yours? � If you haven’t got a pen
you can always write in pencil.
penalpenal /pi
n(ə)l/ adj referring to punish-
ment
penalisepenalise (penalises, penalising, penal-
ised), penalize (penalizes, penalizing, pe-
nalized) verb to punish someone
penalty

� penalty /pen(ə)lti/ (plural penalties)
noun 1. a punishment for breaking a law or
rule [~for/~of/for] � The maximum penalty
for this offence is two years’ imprisonment.
� The coup failed and the leaders had to
pay the penalty. 2. in sport, an advantage
given to one side who has broken a rule, es-
pecially a kick directly at goal awarded to
the opposite side in football [~for/~of/for] �
He was awarded a penalty kick. � They
scored from a penalty. � to take or miss a
or the penalty in football, to be the person
who kicks the ball to try to score a goal
when a penalty is given or who does not
score in this situation
penancepenance /penəns/ noun punishment
which someone accepts as a way of ac-
knowledging a bad action
pence

� pence /pens/ plural of penny
penchantpenchant /pɒŋʃɒŋ/ noun a special lik-
ing for something
pencil

� pencil /pensəl/ noun an object for
writing or drawing with, made of wood,
with a long piece of black or coloured ma-
terial through the middle
pencil sharpenerpencil sharpener /pensəl �ʃɑ
pnə/
noun an instrument for sharpening pencils
pendantpendant /pendənt/ noun a piece of jew-
ellery which hangs from a chain round
your neck
pendingpending /pendŋ/ prep while waiting for
something to happen (formal ) � pending

advice from our lawyers � He has been
suspended on full pay, pending an inquiry.
pendulumpendulum /pendjυləm/ noun 1. a
weight on the end of a chain which swings
from side to side, making a clock work � If
you look in the clock case, you can see the
pendulum swinging back and forth. 2. a
trend from one extreme to another � A few
years ago every household had two cars,
now the pendulum has swung in the oppo-
site direction and more people are using
public transport.
penetratepenetrate /pentret/ (penetrates, pen-
etrating, penetrated) verb to go into or
through something (NOTE: + penetration n)
penetratingpenetrating /pentretŋ/ adj deep and
searching
penfriendpenfriend /penfrend/ noun someone,
often in another country, whom you write
to regularly without ever meeting him or
her
penguinpenguin /peŋ(wn/ noun a black and
white bird found in the Antarctic, which
swims well but cannot fly
penicillinpenicillin /�pen |sln/ noun a common
antibiotic, made from a mould
peninsulapeninsula /pə |nnsjυlə/ noun a large
piece of land which goes out into the sea
penispenis /pi
ns/ (plural penises or penes)
noun the male organ used for passing urine
and for sexual intercourse
penitentpenitent /pent(ə)nt/ adj being sorry for
having done something wrong � If you are
penitent, God will forgive you.
penitentiarypenitentiary /�pen |tenʃəri/ (plural pen-
itentiaries) noun US a prison
penknifepenknife /pennaf/ (plural penknives)
noun a small pocket knife which folds up
pen namepen name /pen nem/ noun a name used
by a writer which is not his or her own
pennilesspenniless /penləs/ adj with no money
penny

� penny /peni/ (plural pennies or
pence) noun the smallest British coin, one
hundredth of a pound � It cost £4.99, so I
paid with a £5 note and got a penny
change. � I came out without my purse and
I haven’t got a penny on me. (NOTE: Pen-
nies is used to refer to several coins, but
pence refers to the price. In prices, pence is
always written p and often said as /pi
/ : This
book only costs 60p.: say ‘sixty p’ or ‘sixty
pence’.) � not have a penny not have any
money
pension

� pension /penʃən/ noun money paid
regularly, e.g. to someone who has retired
from work � He has a good pension from
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his firm. � She finds her pension is not
enough to live on.
pensioner

� pensioner /penʃənə/ noun a person
who gets a pension
pensivepensive /pensv/ adj thoughtful
pentagonpentagon /pentə(ən/ noun a geometri-
cal figure with five sides � He drew a pen-
tagon on the blackboard.
pentathlonpentathlon /pen |t�θlən/ noun an athlet-
ic competition in which competitors have
to compete in five different sports
penthousepenthouse /penthaυs/ noun a flat on
the top floor of a high building
penultimatepenultimate /pə |n�ltmət/ adj next to
last
people

� people /pi
p(ə)l/ noun men, women
or children considered as a group � There
were at least twenty people waiting to see
the doctor. � So many people wanted to see
the film that there were queues every night.
� A group of people from our office went to
Paris by train.
pepper

� pepper /pepə/ noun 1. a strong-tast-
ing powder used in cooking, made from the
whole seeds of a plant (black pepper) or
from seeds with the outer layer removed
(white pepper) � Add salt and pepper to
taste. (NOTE: no plural in this sense) 2. a hol-
low green, red or yellow fruit used as a
vegetable � We had stuffed peppers for
lunch.
peppermint

� peppermint /pepəmnt/ noun a herb
which is grown to produce an oil used in
sweets, drinks and toothpaste � I always
use peppermint-flavoured toothpaste.
pep talkpep talk /pep tɔ
k/ noun a talk designed
to encourage people, e.g. to work hard or to
win a match (informal)
per

� per /p#
, pə/ prep for each � I can’t cy-
cle any faster than fifteen miles per hour. �
Potatoes cost 10p per kilo. � We paid our
secretaries £10 per hour.
per annumper annum /p#
 �nəm/ adv for each
year
perceive

� perceive /pə|si
v/ (perceives, per-
ceiving, perceived) verb to notice or real-
ise something [~that] � The changes are so
slight that they’re almost impossible to
perceive with the naked eye. � I perceived
a worsening in his condition during the
night.
per centper cent /pə sent/, percent noun out of
each hundred � Fifty per cent of staff are
aged over 40. (NOTE: The symbol % is used
after numbers: 50%.)
percentage

� percentage /pə |sentd�/ noun an
amount considered in relation to 100 � A

low percentage of the population voted. �

‘What percentage of businesses are likely
to be affected?’ – ‘Oh, about 40 per cent’.
perceptibleperceptible /pə |septb(ə)l/ adj which
can be noticed by the senses, i.e. seen,
heard, smelled, tasted or touched
perception

� perception /pə |sepʃən/ noun the
ability to notice or realise something [~of]
perceptiveperceptive /pə |septv/ adj showing that
you understand something clearly
perchperch /p#
tʃ/ noun a type of small fresh-
water fish � verb (perches, perching,
perched or perched) (of a person or a build-
ing) to place someone or something high up
� a castle perched high on the mountain-
side � She was sitting perched on a bar
stool.
percolatepercolate /p#
kəlet/ (percolates, per-
colating, percolated) verb to filter through
perennialperennial /pə|reniəl/ noun a plant which
flowers every year without needing to be
sown again � Most of the plants in this bed
are perennials. Compare annual, biennial
perfectperfect1 /p#
fkt/ adj 1. good in every
way � Your coat is a perfect fit. � Don’t
change anything – the room is perfect as it
is. 2. completely suitable � She’s the per-
fect secretary. � George would be perfect
for the job of salesman. � I was in a perfect
position to see what happened.
perfectperfect2 /pə|fekt/ (perfects, perfecting,
perfected) verb to make something new
and perfect � She perfected a process for
speeding up the bottling system.
perfectionperfection /pə |fekʃən/ noun the state of
being perfect � to perfection perfectly �
He timed his kick to perfection.
perfectionistperfectionist /pə |fekʃənst/ noun a
person who demands that everything has to
be perfect
perfectly

� perfectly /p#
fktli/ adv very well �
That dress fits you perfectly.
perforatedperforated /p#
fəretd/ adj which has
a hole or holes in it, especially with a line
of small holes designed to make tearing
easy
perform

� perform /pə |fɔ
m/ (performs, per-
forming, performed) verb 1. to do an ac-
tion � She performed a perfect dive. � It’s
the sort of task that can be performed by
any computer. 2. to do something such as
acting, dancing or singing in public � The
dance group will perform at the local the-
atre next week. � The play will be per-
formed in the village hall.
performance

� performance /pə |fɔ
məns/ noun 1.
the way in which someone or something
works, e.g. how successful they are or how
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much they achieve � We’re looking for
ways to improve our performance. � After
last night’s miserable performance I don’t
think the team is likely to reach the semi-fi-
nals. 2. a public show for entertainment �
The next performance will start at 8
o’clock. � There are three performances a
day during the summer.
performer

� performer /pə |fɔ
mə/ noun a person
who gives a public show in order to enter-
tain people
perfumeperfume /p#
fju
m/ noun 1. a liquid
which smells nice, and which you put on
your skin 2. a pleasant smell, especially of
flowers � the strong perfume of the roses
perhaps

� perhaps /pə|h�ps/ adv possibly �
Perhaps the train is late. � They’re late –
perhaps the snow’s very deep. � Is it going
to be fine? – Perhaps not, I can see clouds
over there.
perilperil /perl/ noun great danger � at your
peril you risk everything if you do this �
You disregard your doctor’s advice at your
peril. � in peril facing a risk � The ship was
on the rocks and the lives of the crew were
in peril.
perilousperilous /perləs/ adj very dangerous
perimeterperimeter /pə |rmtə/ noun the outside
edge of an enclosed area
period

� period /pəriəd/ noun 1. an amount of
time � She swam under water for a short
period. � The offer is open for a limited pe-
riod only. � It was an unhappy period in
her life. 2. the time during which a lesson
is given in school � We have three periods
of English on Thursdays.
periodicperiodic /�pəri|ɒdk/ adj repeated after a
regular period of time � periodic attacks of
the illness � We carry out periodic reviews
of the company’s financial position.
periodicalperiodical /�pəri |ɒdk(ə)l/ noun a mag-
azine which appears regularly � He writes
for several London periodicals.
peripheryperiphery /pə|rf(ə)ri/ noun an edge, not
the centre
perishperish /perʃ/ (perishes, perishing, per-
ished) verb 1. to die � The ship sank and
twenty-five sailors perished. 2. to decay �
The rubber has perished and the lid isn’t
airtight any more.
perishableperishable /perʃəb(ə)l/ adj which can
go bad easily � Perishable food like pâté
must be kept in a fridge.
perjuryperjury /p#
d�əri/ noun a crime of tell-
ing lies when you have sworn to tell the
truth in court
perkperk /p#
k/ noun something extra such as
company cars or private health insurance

given by a company to employees in addi-
tion to their salaries
permperm /p#
m/ noun curls or a wave put into
your hair artificially � She’s had a perm
and it’s changed her appearance.
permanent

� permanent /p#
mənənt/ adj lasting
or intended to last, for ever � He has found
a permanent job. � She is in permanent em-
ployment. � They are living with her par-
ents temporarily – it’s not a permanent ar-
rangement.
permanentlypermanently /p#
mənəntli/ adv for ev-
er; always
permeatepermeate /p#
miet/ (permeates, per-
meating, permeated) verb to move right
through something
permissiblepermissible /pə |msb(ə)l/ adj which
can be allowed
permission

� permission /pə |mʃ(ə)n/ noun the
freedom which you are given to do some-
thing by someone in authority � You need
permission from the boss to go into the
storeroom. � He asked the manager’s per-
mission to take a day off.
permissivepermissive /pə|msv/ adj allowing
people a large amount of freedom in the
way they behave, especially in sexual mat-
ters
permitpermit1 /p#
mt/ noun an official paper
which allows you to do something � You
have to have a permit to sell ice cream from
a van.
permitpermit2 /pə|mt/ (permits, permitting,
permitted) verb to allow someone to do
something � This ticket permits three peo-
ple to go into the exhibition. � Smoking is
not permitted in underground stations.
permutationpermutation /�p#
mjυ |teʃ(ə)n/ noun
the act of putting several things together in
various combinations
perpetrateperpetrate /p#
ptret/ (perpetrates,
perpetrating, perpetrated) verb to commit
a crime (NOTE: + perpetrator n)
perpetualperpetual /pə |petʃuəl/ adj continuous,
without any end
perpetuateperpetuate /pə |petʃuet/ (perpetuates,
perpetuating, perpetuated) verb to make
something continue
perplexedperplexed /pə |plekst/ adj feeling con-
fused
persecutepersecute /p#
skju
t/ (persecutes,
persecuting, persecuted) verb to treat
someone badly on political or religious be-
liefs or because of their race (NOTE: + per-
secutor n)
perseveranceperseverance /�p#
s |vərəns/ noun
the act of persevering
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perseverepersevere /�p#
s |və/ (perseveres, per-
severing, persevered) verb to continue do-
ing something even if it is difficult
[~with/in] � If you persevere with your exer-
cises you should lose weight. � He perse-
vered in denying his involvement.
persistpersist /pə |sst/ (persists, persisting,
persisted) verb to continue to exist � to
persist in doing something to continue
doing something, even if you should not �
He will persist in singing while he works
although we’ve told him many times to
stop. � She persists in refusing to see a doc-
tor.
persistent

� persistent /pə|sstənt/ adj continuing
to do something, even though people want
you to stop
person

� person /p#
s(ə)n/ (plural people or
persons) noun a man or woman � The po-
lice say a person entered the house by the
window. � His father’s a very interesting
person. � in person used to emphasise that
someone is physically present � Several
celebrities were at the first night in person.
personapersona /pə |səυnə/ noun a person’s
character as seen by other people
personablepersonable /p#
s(ə)nəb(ə)l/ adj attrac-
tive, good-looking or having a pleasant
character
personal

� personal /p#
s(ə)n(ə)l/ adj 1. belong-
ing or referring to a particular person or
people � They lost all their personal prop-
erty in the fire. 2. relating to something that
you would not like to discuss with most
people � Can I ask you a personal ques-
tion? � That’s personal – I’d rather not tell
you.
personal computerpersonal computer /�p#
s(ə)n(ə)l
kəm|pju
tə/ noun a small computer used
by a person at home. Abbreviation PC
personality

� personality /�p#
sə |n�lti/ noun 1.
character � He has a strange personality. 2.
a famous person, especially a TV or radio
star � The new supermarket is going to be
opened by a famous sporting personality.
personally

� personally /p#
s(ə)n(ə)li/ adv 1.
from your own point of view � Personally,
I think you’re making a mistake. 2. in per-
son � He is sorry that he can’t be here to
accept the prize personally. � don’t take it
personally don’t think it was meant to crit-
icise you
personal pronounpersonal pronoun /�p#
s(ə)n(ə)l
prəυnaυn/ noun (in grammar) a pronoun
which refers to a person, such as ‘I’, ‘he’,
‘she’, ‘him’, ‘her’, etc.
personal trainerpersonal trainer /�p#
s(ə)n(ə)l trenə/
noun a person whose job is to help some-

one become fit, e.g. by teaching them a set
of physical exercises and advising them
what to eat
personifypersonify /pə |sɒnfa/ (personifies,
personifying, personified) verb 1. to be a
good example of something � He seemed
to personify all that was best in American
life. 2. to use a character in art to represent
a quality � The artist personified the wind
as a fat red-faced man, blowing hard.
(NOTE: + personification n)
personnel

� personnel /�p#
sə|nel/ noun staff, the
people employed by a company
perspective

� perspective /pə |spektv/ noun 1. (in
art) a way of drawing objects or scenes, so
that they appear to have depth or distance �
He’s got the perspective wrong – that’s
why the picture looks so odd. 2. a way of
looking at something � A French politi-
cian’s perspective on the problem will be
completely different from mine. � She was
looking at the situation from the perspec-
tive of a parent with two young children. �
to put or keep things in perspective to
show or react to events in a balanced way �
You must put the sales figures in perspec-
tive – they look bad, but they’re much bet-
ter than last year.
perspirationperspiration /�p#
spə|reʃ(ə)n/ noun
the drops of liquid which come to the sur-
face of your skin when you are hot
perspireperspire /pə |spaə/ (perspires, perspir-
ing, perspired) verb to cause small drops
of liquid to come to the surface of your skin
because you are feeling hot
persuade

� persuade /pə |swed/ (persuades,
persuading, persuaded) verb to get some-
one to do what you want by explaining or
asking � She managed to persuade the
bank manager to give her a loan. � After
ten hours of discussion, they persuaded
him to leave.
persuasion

� persuasion /pə|swe�(ə)n/ noun 1.
the act of persuading � It took a lot of per-
suasion on his part to get her to change her
mind. � With a bit of gentle persuasion, he
agreed to be chairman. 2. a firm, usually
religious, belief � People of that persua-
sion refuse to do military service. � People
of varying political persuasions have
signed the petition.
persuasivepersuasive /pə|swesv/ adj able to
make people agree to accept something �

They employed some very persuasive argu-
ments to get us to support their proposal.
pertinentpertinent /p#
tnənt/ adj which is rele-
vant
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perturbedperturbed /pə|t#
bd/ adj made to feel
worried or frightened
peruseperuse /pə |ru
z/ (peruses, perusing,
perused) verb to read something carefully
(NOTE: + perusal n)
pervadepervade /pə|ved/ (pervades, pervad-
ing, pervaded) verb to spread everywhere
perverseperverse /pə |v#
s/ adj continuing to do
something even if it is wrong
perversionperversion /pə|v#
ʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. behav-
iour that is considered not natural and pos-
sibly immoral � sexual perversion 2. the
act of changing something to make it bad
or wrong � Her story is a perversion of the
truth.
pervertpervert1 /p#
v#
t/ noun a person who
commits sexual acts which are thought to
be not natural or normal � a sexual pervert
pervertpervert2 /pə|v#
t/ (perverts, perverting,
perverted) verb to change someone or
something to make them evil
pervertedperverted /pə|v#
td/ adj which has
been made bad or wrong
pessimismpessimism /pesmz(ə)m/ noun the
state of believing that only bad things will
happen
pessimistpessimist /pesmst/ noun a person
who thinks only bad things will happen
pessimisticpessimistic /�pes|mstk/ adj believing
that only bad things will happen
pestpest /pest/ noun 1. a plant, animal or in-
sect which causes problems � Many farm-
ers look on rabbits as a pest. 2. a person
who annoys someone � That little boy is an
absolute pest – he won’t stop whistling.
pesterpester /pestə/ (pesters, pestering, pes-
tered) verb to keep annoying someone or
asking them for something � to pester
someone into doing something to keep
asking or telling someone to do something
until they do what you want � She pestered
him into getting his hair cut.
pesticidepesticide /pestsad/ noun a poison to
kill pests
petpet /pet/ noun an animal kept in the home
� The family has several pets – two cats, a
dog and a hamster.
petalpetal /pet(ə)l/ noun the colourful part of
a flower
peterpeter verb

peter out phrasal verb to come to an end,
to gradually stop

petitepetite /pə|ti
t/ adj (of a woman) small and
delicate
petitionpetition /pə|tʃ(ə)n/ noun an official re-
quest, often signed by many people � She
wanted me to sign a petition against the

building of the new road. � We went to the
town hall to hand the petition to the mayor.
� verb (petitions, petitioning, petitioned)
to ask someone for something officially, to
make an official request for something �
They petitioned the town council for a new
library. � He petitioned the government to
provide a special pension. � She is peti-
tioning for divorce.
petrifiedpetrified /petrfad/ adj 1. changed to
stone � You can find petrified trees at the
bottom of the gorge. 2. unable to move be-
cause you are afraid � I thought he was go-
ing to shoot me, I was absolutely petrified.
petrol

� petrol /petrəl/ noun a liquid used as a
fuel for engines � This car doesn’t use very
much petrol. � The bus ran out of petrol on
the motorway. � Petrol prices are lower at
supermarkets. (NOTE: no plural: some pet-
rol, a litre of petrol)
petroleumpetroleum /pə |trəυliəm/ noun raw min-
eral oil which comes from under the earth
or sea
petrol station

� petrol station /petrəl �steʃ(ə)n/
noun a place where you can buy petrol for
your car
pettypetty /peti/ adj 1. unimportant � I haven’t
time to deal with petty points of detail. 2.
with a narrow point of view � It was very
petty of her to ask for her money back.
petulantpetulant /petjυlənt/ adj feeling an-
noyed
pewpew /pju
/ noun a long wooden seat in a
church
pHpH /�pi
 etʃ/ noun a measure of the con-
centration of hydrogen ions in a solution,
which shows how acid or alkaline it is
phantomphantom /f�ntəm/ noun an imaginary
creature thought to be the spirit of a dead
person � Phantoms were supposed to have
been seen in the churchyard at dead of
night. � adj not real but imaginary, espe-
cially in a way which is frightening � She
felt a phantom presence standing beside
her.
pharmaceuticalpharmaceutical /�fɑ
mə |sju
tk(ə)l/
adj referring to medicines
pharmacistpharmacist /fɑ
məsst/ noun a person
who prepares and sells medicines
pharmacologypharmacology /�fɑ
mə|kɒləd�i/ noun
the study of drugs and medicines
pharmacypharmacy /fɑ
məsi/ (plural pharma-
cies) noun 1. a shop which makes and sells
medicines � He runs the pharmacy in the
High Street. 2. the study of medicines �
She’s studying pharmacy. � He has a diplo-
ma in pharmacy.
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phase

� phase /fez/ noun a stage in the devel-
opment of something  � The project is now
in its final phase. � It’s a phase she’s going
through and hopefully she will grow out of
it. � I’m sure dyeing his hair green is just a
phase. � verb (phases, phasing, phased)
to introduce something gradually � The
changes will be phased over three years.

phase in or out phrasal verb to introduce
or remove something gradually � The
new telephone system will be phased in
over the next two months.

PhDPhD /�pi
 etʃ di
/ noun an advanced de-
gree from a university in an arts subject.
Full form Doctor of Philosophy (NOTE:
written after the name: Alec Smart PhD)
pheasantpheasant /fez(ə)nt/ noun a large bright-
ly coloured bird with a long tail, shot for
sport and food
phenomenalphenomenal /fə|nɒmn(ə)l/ adj surpris-
ing
phenomenon

� phenomenon /fə|nɒmnən/ (plural
phenomena) noun something very surpris-
ing or unusual which happens and which
people cannot explain [~of]
phewphew /fju
/ interj showing surprise or
showing pleasure that you have avoided
something unpleasant
philanthropistphilanthropist /f |l�nθrəpst/ noun a
person who does good things to help peo-
ple
philistinephilistine /flstan/ noun a person who
is not sympathetic to the arts � He thinks
people who don’t appreciate modern jazz
are simply philistines.
philosopherphilosopher /f |lɒsəfə/ noun a person
who studies the meaning of human exist-
ence; a person who teaches philosophy
philosophicalphilosophical /�flə|sɒfk(ə)l/ adj 1.
carefully calm in the face of problems � to
take a philosophical attitude � It’s best to
be philosophical about it and not get too
upset. 2. referring to philosophy � She was
involved in a philosophical argument.
philosophy

� philosophy /f |lɒsəfi/ (plural philos-
ophies) noun 1. the study of the meaning
of human existence � He’s studying philos-
ophy. 2. a general way of thinking � My
philosophy is that you should treat people
as you would want them to treat you.
phlegmphlegm /flem/ noun an unpleasant thick
liquid substance which you get in the nose
and throat when you have a cold � She
sneezes a lot and coughs up phlegm from
the throat. � The cough mixture should
loosen the phlegm on your chest.
phlegmaticphlegmatic /fle( |m�tk/ adj calm, not
flustered

phobiaphobia /fəυbiə/ noun extreme fear of a
particular thing
phone

� phone /fəυn/ noun a telephone � If
someone rings, can you answer the phone
for me? � She lifted the phone and called
the ambulance. � by phone using the tele-
phone � to place an order by phone � verb
(phones, phoning, phoned) to speak to
someone using a telephone � Your wife
phoned when you were out. � Can you
phone me at ten o’clock tomorrow
evening? � I need to phone our office in
New York. � to phone for something to
make a phone call to ask for something �
He phoned for a taxi. � to phone about
something to make a phone call to speak
about something � He phoned about the
message he had received.

phone back phrasal verb to reply by tel-
ephone; to call again � The manager is
out – can you phone back in about fifteen
minutes? � She phoned back three min-
utes later to ask me my address.

phone book

� phone book /fəυn bυk/ noun a book
which gives the names of people and busi-
nesses in a town in alphabetical order, with
their addresses and phone numbers
phone call

� phone call /fəυn kɔ
l/ noun an occa-
sion on which you speak to someone by
telephone
phonecard

� phonecard /fəυnkɑ
d/ noun a plastic
card which you use to pay for calls on a
public telephone
phone-inphone-in /fəυn n/ noun a radio show,
where members of the public telephone a
speaker to ask questions or put their points
of view
phone number

� phone number /fəυn �n�mbə/ noun
a series of numbers that you press on a tel-
ephone to contact a particular person
phoneticphonetic /fə |netk/ adj referring to spo-
ken sounds
phoneticsphonetics /fə|netks/ noun 1. the study
of the sounds of a language � Every lin-
guist has to take a course in basic phonet-
ics. 2. written signs which show how words
are pronounced � Each word is followed by
its phonetics which show you how the word
should be pronounced.
phoneyphoney /fəυni/ adj not real, not what it
seems to be � He gave a phoney address in
Paris. � She made a lot of phoney claims in
her story in the newspaper. � noun a person
who is not what he or she seems to be �

He’s just an old phoney – he doesn’t have
any experience of TV reporting at all.
photo

� photo /fəυtəυ/ (plural photos) noun a
photograph; a picture taken using a camera
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� Here’s a photo of the village in the snow.
� I’ve brought some holiday photos to
show you.
photocopier

� photocopier /fəυtəυkɒpiə/ noun a
machine which makes photocopies
photocopy

� photocopy /fəυtəυkɒpi/ noun (plu-
ral photocopies) a copy of a document
made by photographing it � She made six
photocopies of the contract. � verb (photo-
copies, photocopying, photocopied) to
copy something and make a print of it �
Can you photocopy this letter, please?
photogenicphotogenic /�fəυtəυ |d�enk/ adj who
looks well in photographs
photograph

� photograph /fəυtə(rɑ
f/ noun a pic-
ture taken with a camera [~of] � I’ve found
an old black and white photograph of my
parents’ wedding. � She’s trying to take a
photograph of the cat. � He kept her pho-
tograph in his wallet. � You’ll need two
passport photographs to get your visa. �
verb (photographs, photographing, pho-
tographed) to take a picture with a camera
� She was photographing the flowers in the
public gardens.
photographerphotographer /fə |tɒ(rəfə/ noun a per-
son who takes photographs, especially as a
job
photography

� photography /fə |tɒ(rəfi/ noun the
practice of taking pictures on sensitive film
with a camera
photo opportunityphoto opportunity /fəυtəυ
�ɒpətju
nti/ noun an arranged situation
where a famous person can be filmed or
photographed by journalists
phrasal verbphrasal verb /�frez(ə)l v#
b/ noun a
type of verb which has two or three parts,
which together have a meaning different
from that of the main verb, such as ‘tell
off’, ‘look after’ and ‘put up with’
phrase

� phrase /frez/ noun a short sentence or
group of words � Try to translate the whole
phrase, not just one word at a time. � I’m
trying to remember a phrase from ‘Ham-
let’.
phrase bookphrase book /frez bυk/ noun a book
of translations of common expressions
physical

� physical /fzk(ə)l/ adj relating to the
human body � The illness is mental rather
than physical. � He has a strong physical
attraction for her.
physical educationphysical education /�fzk(ə)l �edjυ |

keʃ(ə)n/ noun physical exercise taught as
part of the school curriculum. Abbrevia-
tion PE
physically

� physically /fzkli/ adv 1. relating to
the body � I find him physically very at-
tractive. 2. relating to the laws of nature �

It is physically impossible to get a piano
into that little car.
physical sciencephysical science /�fzk(ə)l saəns/
noun a science that deals with subjects
such as physics or chemistry, rather than
with the science of living creatures
physicianphysician /f |zʃ(ə)n/ noun US a doctor
physics

� physics /fzks/ noun the study of
things such as heat, light and sound, and
the way in which they affect objects � She
teaches physics at the local college. � It’s a
law of physics that things fall down to the
ground and not up into the sky.
physiologyphysiology /�fzi |ɒləd�i/ noun the study
of the way in which living things work
physiotherapyphysiotherapy /�fziəυ |θerəpi/ noun a
treatment for problems with joints, mus-
cles and nerves, e.g. by exercise, massage
or heat treatment (NOTE: + physiotherapist
n)
physiquephysique /f |zi
k/ noun the shape of a
person’s body, especially the muscles
pianist

� pianist /pi
ənst/ noun a person who
plays the piano, especially as their job
piano

� piano /pi|�nəυ/ noun a large musical
instrument with black and white keys
which you press to make music � She’s
taking piano lessons. � She played the pi-
ano while her brother sang.
piccolopiccolo /pkələυ/ (plural piccolos) noun
a small wind instrument, like a little flute
pick

� pick /pk/ (picks, picking, picked) verb
1. to choose something � The captain picks
the football team. � She was picked to play
the part of the victim’s mother. � The Asso-
ciation has picked Paris for its next meet-
ing. 2. to take fruit or flowers from plants �
They’ve picked all the strawberries. �
Don’t pick the flowers in the public gar-
dens. � take your pick choose which one
you want � We’ve got green, red and blue
balloons – just take your pick!

pick on phrasal verb to choose someone
to attack or criticise
pick out� phrasal verb to choose some-
thing or someone
pick up� phrasal verb 1. to take some-
thing that is lying on a surface and lift it
in your hand � She dropped her handker-
chief and he picked it up. � He bent down
to pick up a pound coin which he saw on
the pavement. � I picked up some holiday
brochures at the travel agent’s. 2. to
learn something easily without being
taught � She never took any piano les-
sons, she just picked it up. � He picked up
some German when he was working in
Germany. 3. to give someone a lift in a
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vehicle � We will pick you up from the
hotel. � Can you send a taxi to pick us up
at seven o’clock? 4. to meet someone by
chance and start a relationship with them
� She’s a girl he picked up in a bar. 5. to
arrest somebody � He was picked up by
the police at the airport. 6. to improve, to
get better � She’s been in bed for weeks,
but is beginning to pick up. � Business is
picking up after the Christmas holiday.

picketpicket /pkt/ noun 1. a worker who
refuses to go into work and stands at the
gate of a factory to try to persuade other
workers to not go to work, because of a dis-
agreement with their employers � The
pickets at the main gate tried to stop lorries
from entering. 2. a group of pickets � They
organised a picket of the factory. 3. a per-
son who stands outside a place to protest
against what is going on inside � Pickets
stood outside the laboratory.
picklepickle /pk(ə)l/ (pickles, pickling, pick-
led) verb to preserve vegetables in vinegar
� She bought some small onions for pick-
ling.
pickpocket

� pickpocket /pkpɒkt/ noun a person
who steals things from people’s pockets
pick-uppick-up /pk �p/ noun a light van with an
open back � They loaded all their gear into
the back of a pick-up.
pickypicky /pki/ adj hard to please
picnic

� picnic /pknk/ noun a meal eaten out-
doors away from home � If it’s fine, let’s go
for a picnic. � They stopped by a wood, and
had a picnic lunch. � verb (picnics, pic-
nicking, picnicked) to eat a picnic � Peo-
ple were picnicking on the bank of the riv-
er.
pictorialpictorial /pk |tɔ
riəl/ adj referring to pic-
tures
picture

� picture /pktʃə/ noun a drawing, a
painting or a photograph � She drew a pic-
ture of the house. � The book has pages of
pictures of wild animals. � She cut out the
picture of the President from the magazine.
picturesquepicturesque /�pktʃə |resk/ adj (of plac-
es) attractive, like in a picture
pie

� pie /pa/ noun meat or fruit cooked in a
pastry case � For pudding, there’s apple
pie and ice cream. � If we’re going on a
picnic, I’ll buy a big pork pie.
piece

� piece /pi
s/ noun a bit of something or
one of a number of similar things [~of] �
Would you like another piece of cake? � I
need two pieces of black cloth.
piecemealpiecemeal /pi
smi
l/ adj, adv separate-
ly, done bit by bit � The work was carried

out on a piecemeal basis. � They had
bought all sorts of paintings piecemeal.
pie-chartpie-chart /pa tʃɑ
t/ noun a diagram
shaped like a circle with pieces cut out
showing how something is divided up
pier

� pier /pə/ noun 1. a structure built from
the land out into the sea, often with enter-
tainments on it � If you go to Brighton, you
must go on the pier. � We went for a stroll
along the pier. � He spent his holiday fish-
ing from the end of the pier. 2. one of the
tall strong structures holding up a bridge �

The boat collided with one of the piers of
the railway bridge. (NOTE: Do not confuse
with peer.)
piercepierce /pəs/ (pierces, piercing, pierced)
verb to make a hole in something
piercingpiercing /pəsŋ/ adj (of a sound) un-
pleasantly high and loud � They suddenly
heard a piercing cry. � He let out a pierc-
ing yell.
pig

� pig /p(/ noun a pink or black farm an-
imal with short legs kept for its meat (NOTE:
Fresh meat from a pig is called pork. Ba-
con, gammon and ham are types of
smoked or cured meat from a pig.)
pigeon

� pigeon /pd�ən/ noun a fat grey bird
which is common in towns
pigeonholepigeonhole /pd�ənhəυl/ noun one of a
series of small square spaces in shelves,
used to put away things such as papers or
letters � I looked in my pigeonhole to see if
there were any messages for me. � verb (pi-
geonholes, pigeonholing, pigeonholed)
1. to file letters or papers, often as the best
way to forget about them 2. to say that
someone or something belongs to a partic-
ular group or class � As an artist he is not
easy to pigeonhole.
pigeon-toedpigeon-toed /�pd�(ə)n təυd/ adj walk-
ing with the toes turning in
piggybackpiggyback /p(ib�k/ noun carrying
someone on your back with his arms round
your neck
pigletpiglet /p(lət/ noun a little pig
pigmentpigment /p(mənt/ noun a substance
which colours
pigmentationpigmentation /�p(men |teʃ(ə)n/ noun
the colouring of the skin
pigstypigsty /p(sta/ (plural pigsties) noun 1.
a little building where a pig is kept 2. an
untidy place
pikepike /pak/ noun a large fish which lives in
rivers and lakes
pile

� pile /pal/ noun a large mass of things
[~of] � Look at that pile of washing. � The
pile of plates crashed onto the floor. � The
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wind blew piles of dead leaves into the
road. � He was carrying a huge pile of
books.
pile-uppile-up /pal �p/ noun a serious accident
involving a series of vehicles which have
crashed into each other (informal)
pilferpilfer /plfə/ (pilfers, pilfering, pilfered)
verb to steal small objects or small amounts
of money from the office or shop where
you work
pilgrimpilgrim /pl(rm/ noun a person who
goes to visit a holy place
pilgrimagepilgrimage /pl(rmd�/ noun 1. a jour-
ney to an important religious place for reli-
gious reasons � The church is organising a
pilgrimage to Rome in April. � All Muslims
should make the pilgrimage to Mecca at
least once. 2. a journey to any important
place, especially one connected with a fa-
mous person � Many tourists make the pil-
grimage to Dickens’ house in London.
pill

� pill /pl/ noun medicine in solid form,
usually in a small round shape [~for] � Take
two pills before breakfast.
pillagepillage /pld�/ (pillages, pillaging, pil-
laged) verb to damage buildings and steal
goods from a place, especially in a war �
The invaders pillaged the monastery build-
ings, then set fire to them.
pillarpillar /plə/ noun a strong tall object
which supports part of a building
pillow

� pillow /pləυ/ noun a cloth bag full of
soft material which you put your head on in
bed
pilot

� pilot /palət/ noun a person who flies
a plane or other aircraft � He’s training to
be an airline pilot. � He’s a helicopter pilot
for an oil company.
pimppimp /pmp/ noun a man who makes
money by finding customers for prostitutes
� The pimps are supposed to protect the
girls if customers turn nasty. (NOTE: + pimp
v)
pimplepimple /pmpəl/ noun a small lump on
the surface of the skin, containing pus
pin

� pin /pn/ noun a small thin sharp metal
object with a round piece at the top, used
for fastening things such as pieces of cloth
or paper � She fastened the ribbons to her
dress with a pin before sewing them on. �

verb (pins, pinning, pinned) to attach
something with a pin � She pinned up a no-
tice about the meeting. � He pinned her
photograph on the wall. � He pinned the
calendar to the wall by his desk.

pin down� phrasal verb � to pin some-
one down to get someone to say what he
or she really thinks, to get someone to

make his or her mind up � I’m trying to
pin the chairman down to make a deci-
sion. � She’s very vague about dates –
it’s difficult to pin her down.

pinballpinball /pn |�bɔ
l/ noun an indoor game
played on a sloping electronic table in
which a player makes a ball move quickly
past obstacles to score points
pinchpinch /pntʃ/ noun 1. the action of
squeezing something between your finger
and thumb � He gave her arm a pinch. 2. a
small quantity of something held between
finger and thumb � Add a pinch of salt to
the boiling water. � verb (pinches, pinch-
ing, pinched) 1. to squeeze something
tightly, using the finger and thumb � Ow!
You’re pinching me! 2. to steal something,
especially something that is not very valu-
able (informal) � Someone’s pinched my
pen!
pinepine /pan/ noun 1. � pine (tree) a type of
evergreen tree with needle-shaped leaves �
They planted a row of pines along the edge
of the field. 2. wood from a pine tree �

We’ve bought a pine table for the kitchen.
� There are pine cupboards in the chil-
dren’s bedroom. � verb to feel sad because
you do not have something any more [~for]
� She’s miserable because she’s pining for
her cat.
pineapplepineapple /pan�p(ə)l/ noun a large
sweet tropical fruit, with stiff leaves with
sharp points on top
pine conepine cone /pan kəυn/ noun the hard
case containing the fruit of a pine tree
pingping /pŋ/ (pings, pinging, pinged) verb
to make a ping � A little bell pings when
the oven reaches the right temperature.
(NOTE: + ping n)
pink

� pink /pŋk/ adj pale red or flesh col-
oured � Your cheeks look pink and healthy
now. � noun a pale red colour � The bright
pink of those flowers shows clearly across
the garden.
pinkishpinkish adj of a colour that is close to
pink
pinnaclepinnacle /pnək(ə)l/ noun 1. the highest
point of someone’s career � By becoming
Lord Chief Justice he reached the pinnacle
of his legal career. 2. the highest point of a
pointed rock � A narrow ridge connected
the two pinnacles. 3. a tall, thin stone tower
� looking down on the domes and pinna-
cles of the old Italian city
pinpointpinpoint /pnpɔnt/ (pinpoints, pin-
pointing, pinpointed) verb to show exactly
where something is � We can pinpoint the
ship’s exact position by radar.
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pinstripepinstripe /pnstrap/ noun a thin light
line on a dark cloth
pint

� pint /pant/ noun a liquid measure,
equal to 0.568 of a litre
pin-uppin-up /pn �p/ noun a picture of a per-
son, especially one of a sexually attractive
person or in which the person is wearing
very few clothes
pioneerpioneer /�paə |nə/ noun 1. a person who
is among the first to try to do something �

the pioneers in the field of laser surgery �
He was one of the pioneers of radar. 2. a
person who is among the first to discover
or settle in a new land � The first pioneers
settled in this valley in about 1860. � verb
(pioneers, pioneering, pioneered) to be
the first to do something � The company
pioneered developments in the field of elec-
tronics.
piouspious /paəs/ adj showing great respect
for religion
pippip /pp/ noun a small seed in some fruits
� Take out all the pips when you cut up the
grapefruit. (NOTE: Fruits such as apples,
pears, oranges and lemons all have pips.)
pipe

� pipe /pap/ noun 1. a tube, especially
one that carries a liquid or a gas from one
place to another � He’s clearing a blocked
pipe in the kitchen. � The water came out
of the hole in the pipe. � drainpipe 2. a tube
for smoking tobacco, with a small bowl at
one end in which the tobacco burns
pipelinepipeline /paplan/ noun a very large
tube for carrying oil, natural gas, etc., over
long distances � An oil pipeline crosses the
desert. � in the pipeline being worked on,
coming � The company has a series of new
products in the pipeline. � She has two new
novels in the pipeline.
pipingpiping /papŋ/ noun tubes in general �
The old lead piping was removed and re-
placed with plastic.
piping hotpiping hot /�papŋ hɒt/ adv extremely
hot � Porridge should be served piping hot.
piquedpiqued /pi
kd/ adj feeling annoyed or an-
gry about something
piracypiracy /parəsi/ noun 1. the crime of at-
tacking ships at sea and stealing what is in
them � Piracy is on the increase in the
South China Sea. 2. the illegal copying of
things such as books, records or computer
programs � The government is trying to
stamp out video piracy.
piranhapiranha /pə |rɑ
nə/ noun a small tropical
fish which attacks animals, including man
piratepirate /parət/ noun a person who makes
illegal copies of things such as books or
videos � verb (pirates, pirating, pirated) to

make an illegal copy of something such as
a book, disk or design � The designs for the
new dress collection were pirated in the
Far East. � I found a pirated copy of my
book on sale in a street market.
PiscesPisces /pasi
z/ noun one of the signs of
the zodiac, shaped like fish, covering the
period 19th February to 20th March

piss off phrasal verb 1. to leave some-
where (offensive slang) 2. to annoy some-
one � piss off! go away!

pistolpistol /pstəl/ noun a small gun which is
held in the hand
pistonpiston /pstən/ noun (in an engine) a
round flat piece of metal which moves up
and down in a cylinder
pitpit /pt/ noun 1. a deep dark hole in the
ground � They dug a pit to bury the rub-
bish. 2. a mine; a place where substances
such as coal are dug out of the ground � My
grandfather spent his whole life working
down a pit.
pitch

� pitch /ptʃ/ noun 1. the ground on
which a game is played [~of] � I’ll time you,
if you run round the football pitch. � The
pitch is too wet to play on. � He dribbled
the ball the whole length of the pitch and
scored. 2. the level of a period of anger or
excitement [~of] � Excitement was at fever
pitch. � verb (pitches, pitching, pitched)
to put up a tent [~for/~with] � They pitched
their tent in a field by the beach.
pitcherpitcher /ptʃə/ noun 1. a large container
for liquids, with a handle and a specially
shaped part on the top edge for pouring the
liquid out � My aunt brought out a pitcher
of lemonade. 2. a person who throws the
ball in baseball � The Dodgers are without
their regular pitcher this afternoon.
pitfallpitfall /ptfɔ
l/ noun a hidden danger
pithypithy /pθi/ adj full of serious meaning �
He made some pithy remarks.
pitifulpitiful /ptf(ə)l/ adj 1. making you feel
sorry for someone or something 2. not at all
good � His attempts at singing were pitiful.
pitilesspitiless /ptləs/ adj not showing any
pity � His voice was harsh and pitiless.
pitta breadpitta bread /ptə �bred/ noun a type of
flat bread
pittancepittance /pt(ə)ns/ noun a very low
amount that someone earns
pittedpitted /ptd/ adj with the stones re-
moved
pity

� pity /pti/ noun a feeling of sympathy
for someone who is in a bad situation
[~about] � Have you no pity for the home-
less? � verb (pities, pitying, pitied) to feel
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sympathy for someone � I pity those chil-
dren. � to take pity on someone to feel
sorry for someone � At last someone took
pity on her and showed her how to work
the machine.
pivotpivot /pvət/ noun a point on which
something turns
pivotalpivotal /pvət(ə)l/ adj central, of great
importance
pixelpixel /pksəl/ noun a single point on a
computer display
pizza

� pizza /pi
tsə/ noun an Italian food,
consisting of a flat round piece of bread
cooked with things such as cheese, toma-
toes and onions on top
placardplacard /pl�kɑ
d/ noun 1. a notice on a
large piece of thin board � The protesters
carried placards bearing anti-government
slogans. 2. a large notice, picture or adver-
tisement stuck on a wall � Placards ap-
peared in shop windows announcing that
the circus was coming to town.
placateplacate /plə |ket/ (placates, placating,
placated) verb to calm someone, to make
someone less angry
place

� place /ples/ noun 1. where something
is, or where something happens [~for/~on]
� We found a nice place for a picnic. 2.
where something is usually kept [~for/~on]
� Make sure you put the file back in the
right place. 3. a seat [~for/~on] � I’m keep-
ing this place for my sister. � I’m sorry, but
this place has been taken. 4. a position in a
race � The British runners are in the first
three places. � verb (places, placing,
placed) to put something somewhere � The
waitress placed the teapot on the table. �

Please place the envelope in the box. � all
over the place everywhere � There were
dead leaves lying all over the place. � to
change places with someone to take each
other’s seat � If you can’t see the screen,
change places with me.
placeboplacebo /plə |si
bəυ/ (plural placebos or
placeboes) noun a pill which appears to be
a drug, but has no medicine in it
placementplacement /plesmənt/ noun the action
of finding a job for someone
placidplacid /pl�sd/ adj calm
plagiariseplagiarise /pled�əraz/ (plagiarises,
plagiarising, plagiarised), plagiarize verb
to copy the work of another author and pre-
tend it is your own
plagiarismplagiarism /pled�ərz(ə)m/ noun cop-
ying another person’s written work and
passing it off as your own
plagueplague /ple(/ noun a great quantity of
unpleasant things � We’ve had a plague of

ants in the garden. � verb (plagues, plagu-
ing, plagued) to annoy someone or cause
them problems � We were plagued with
wasps last summer. � She keeps plaguing
me with silly questions.
plaiceplaice /ples/ (plural same) noun a com-
mon flat sea fish
plaidplaid /pl�d/ noun a type of cloth which
has a pattern of different coloured lines on
it � He wore plaid trousers.
plain

� plain /plen/ adj 1. simple and not com-
plicated � We put plain wallpaper in the
dining room. � The outside is decorated
with leaves and flowers, but the inside is
quite plain. 2. easy to understand � The in-
structions are written in plain English. 3.
obvious � It’s perfectly plain what he
wants. � We made it plain to them that this
was our final offer. 4. a more polite word
than "unattractive", used for describing a
person � His two daughters are rather
plain. � noun a flat area of country � a
broad plain bordered by mountains (NOTE:
Do not confuse with plane.)
plain chocolateplain chocolate /plen tʃɒklət/ noun a
dark bitter chocolate
plainclothesplainclothes /plenkləυðz/ adj wear-
ing ordinary clothes, not a uniform
plainlyplainly /plenli/ adv 1. in a way that is
easy to see � He’s plainly bored by the
French lesson. � Plainly, the plan is not
working. 2. clearly � It is plainly visible
from here. � The sounds of a violent argu-
ment could be heard plainly from behind
the door. 3. without much decoration � a
plainly decorated room � She always
dresses very plainly.
plaintiff

� plaintiff /plentf/ noun a person who
starts a legal action against someone in the
civil courts (dated) (NOTE: This is an old
term; it has now been replaced by claimant.
The other party in an action is the defend-
ant.)
plaintiveplaintive /plentv/ adj (of sounds) sad
and complaining
plaitplait /pl�t/ (plaits, plaiting, plaited) verb
to form someone’s hair into a plait � My
mother used to plait my hair before I went
to school in the morning.
plan

� plan /pl�n/ noun 1. an organised way
of doing things [~for] � He made a plan to
get up earlier in future. � She drew up
plans for the village fair. 2. a drawing of
the way something is arranged [~for] �
Here are the plans for the kitchen. � The
fire exits are shown on the plan of the of-
fice. � verb (plans, planning, planned) 1.
to arrange how you are going to do some-
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thing � She’s busy planning her holiday in
Greece. 2. to intend to do something � They
are planning to move to London next
month. � We weren’t planning to go on hol-
iday this year. � I plan to take the 5 o’clock
flight to New York. � according to plan in
the way it was arranged � The party went
off according to plan.
plane

� plane /plen/ noun 1. an aircraft with
wings � When is the next plane for Glas-
gow? � How are you getting to Paris? –
We’re going by plane. � Don’t panic,
you’ve got plenty of time to catch your
plane. � He was stuck in a traffic jam and
missed his plane. 2. a tool with a sharp
blade for making wood smooth � He
smoothed off the rough edges with a plane.
planetplanet /pl�nt/ noun 1. one of the ob-
jects in space which move round the Sun �
Is there life on any of the planets? � Earth
is the third planet from the Sun. 2. the plan-
et the planet Earth � an environmental dis-
aster which could affect the whole planet
plankplank /pl�ŋk/ noun a long flat piece of
wood used in building
planktonplankton /pl�ŋktən/ plural noun very
small animals and plants which live and
move about slowly in the sea, and are the
food of large animals
planner

� planner /pl�nə/ noun a person who
draws up plans � The planners made the
car park too small.
planning

� planning /pl�nŋ/ noun the act or
practice of making plans � The trip will
need very careful planning. � The project is
still in the planning stage.
plant

� plant /plɑ
nt/ noun 1. a living thing
which grows in the ground and has leaves,
a stem and roots � He planted a row of cab-
bage plants. � Sunflower plants grow very
tall. 2. a large factory � They are planning
to build a car plant near the river. � verb
(plants, planting, planted) to put a plant in
the ground � We’ve planted two pear trees
and a peach tree in the garden.
plantationplantation /plɑ
n|teʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. an
area of trees planted as a crop � a planta-
tion of pines 2. a tropical farm growing a
particular crop � a coffee plantation � a
rubber plantation
plaqueplaque /pl�k, plɑ
k/ noun 1. a flat plate
made of a hard substance such as stone or
metal and with some writing on the surface
� They put up a plaque to commemorate
the soldiers who died. � The Princess un-
veiled a plaque commemorating her visit
and the opening of the new library. 2. a
substance which forms on the teeth � Use

dental floss every morning to control
plaque.
plasmaplasma /pl�zmə/ noun a thin yellow liq-
uid which makes up the main part of blood
plasma screenplasma screen /pl�zmə skri
n/ noun
a very thin television or computer screen
which shows extremely clear images
plasterplaster /plɑ
stə/ noun 1. a mixture of
sand and a white substance called ‘lime’,
which is mixed with water and used for
covering the inside walls of houses � The
flat hasn’t been decorated yet and there is
still bare plaster in most of the rooms. 2. a
white substance which becomes hard when
it dries, used to cover a broken arm or leg
and hold it in place � He had an accident
skiing and now has his leg in plaster. 3. �
sticking plaster adhesive tape used for
covering small wounds � She put a piece of
sticking plaster on my cut.
plastic

� plastic /pl�stk/ noun a strong mate-
rial made from chemicals, used to make
many things � We take plastic plates when
we go to the beach. � The supermarket
gives you plastic bags to put your shopping
in. � We cover our garden furniture with
plastic sheets when it rains. (NOTE: no plu-
ral: a bowl made of plastic)
plastic surgeryplastic surgery /�pl�stk s#
d�əri/
noun a medical treatment to repair dam-
aged parts of the body

COMMENT: Plastic surgery is used espe-
cially to treat accident victims or people
who have suffered burns. When surgery
is used simply to improve your appear-
ance in some way, it is called cosmetic
surgery.

plate

� plate /plet/ noun 1. a flat round dish
for putting food on � Put one pie on each
plate. � Pass all the plates down to the end
of the table. 2. a flat piece of something
such as metal or glass � The dentist has a
brass plate on his door.
plateauplateau /pl�təυ/ (plural plateaus or pla-
teaux) noun 1. an area of high flat land �

the high plateau region of southern Argen-
tina � The town lies on a plateau about
2000 feet above sea level. 2. the highest
point that will be reached � House prices
seem to have reached a plateau.
platefulplateful /pletfυl/ noun the quantity held
by a plate
platform

� platform /pl�tfɔ
m/ noun 1. a high
flat structure by the side of the railway
lines at a station, to help passengers get on
or off the trains easily � The train for Liv-
erpool will leave from platform 10. 2. a
high wooden floor for speakers to speak
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from � The main speakers sat in a row on
the platform.
platinumplatinum /pl�tnəm/ noun a valuable
metal which does not corrode, and is used
in jewellery
platitudeplatitude /pl�ttju
d/ noun a remark
considered to be ordinary and of little in-
terest
platonicplatonic /plə |tɒnk/ adj (of a relationship)
which is not sexual
platoonplatoon /plə |tu
n/ noun a small group of
soldiers with a lieutenant in charge, part of
a company
platterplatter /pl�tə/ noun 1. a large flat serv-
ing plate � A huge joint of meat was car-
ried in on a platter. 2. a large plate of pre-
pared food, arranged in an attractive way �
We ordered a seafood platter.
plausibleplausible /plɔ
zb(ə)l/ adj 1. which
sounds as though it could be correct or true
� He couldn’t produce any plausible ex-
cuse to explain why he was in the ware-
house. 2. good at telling lies so that people
believe what you say � He sounds very
plausible over the phone.
play

� play /ple/ noun a story which is acted
in a theatre or on TV � Did you see the play
on TV last night? � We went to the National
Theatre to see the new play. � Two of
Shakespeare’s plays are on the list for the
English exam. � verb (plays, playing,
played) 1. to take part in a game
[~for/~against/~with] � He plays rugby for
the university. � Have you ever played
against him before? � I played tennis with
the children. 2. to make music on a musical
instrument or to put a recording on a ma-
chine such as a CD player � He can’t play
the violin very well. � Let me play you my
new CD. 3. to enjoy yourself [~with] � He
doesn’t like playing with other children. �
When you’ve finished your lesson you can
go out to play.

play back� phrasal verb to listen to
something which you have just recorded
play down phrasal verb to make some-
thing seem less important
play off phrasal verb � to play someone
off against someone to try to benefit by
making two people compete against each
other � Children try to get what they want
by playing their parents off against each
other.
play up phrasal verb to cause trouble

playboyplayboy /plebɔ/ noun a rich man who
spends his time enjoying himself rather
than working

player

� player /pleə/ noun 1. a person who
plays a game � You only need two players
for chess. � Rugby players have to be fit. �
Four of the players in the opposing team
are ill. 2. a person who plays a musical in-
strument � a famous horn player
playfulplayful /plef(ə)l/ adj lively and enjoying
playing
playgroundplayground /ple(raυnd/ noun a place,
at a school or in a public area, where chil-
dren can play
playgroupplaygroup /ple(ru
p/ noun a group of
small children who play together, looked
after by a teacher
playing fieldplaying field /pleŋ fi
ld/ noun a large
field where sports can be played
playmateplaymate /ple |�met/ noun a child who
regularly plays with another
playoffplayoff /pleɒf/ noun a game to decide
the final result, played between two players
or teams that have the same score
playroomplayroom /pleru
m/ noun a room in
which children can play
playthingplaything /pleθŋ/ noun 1. something
or someone that a person uses simply for
his own pleasure � Luxury yachts are the
playthings of the rich. 2. a toy for a child to
play with (old) � I keep all the children’s
playthings in this cupboard.
playtimeplaytime /pletam/ noun a time in
school when children can play
playwrightplaywright /plerat/ noun a person
who writes plays
PlcPlc abbr public limited company
pleaplea /pli
/ noun 1. an answer to a charge in
court 2. a request
pleadplead /pli
d/ (pleads, pleading, pleaded)
verb 1. to answer a charge in a law court 2.
to give an excuse 3. to try to change some-
one’s mind by asking again and again
[~with] � I pleaded with her not to go.
pleasant

� pleasant /plez(ə)nt/ adj enjoyable or
attractive � What a pleasant garden! �

How pleasant it is to sit here under the
trees!
please

� please /pli
z/ interj used when you are
making a polite request or accepting an of-
fer � Can you close the window, please? �
Please sit down. � Can I have a ham sand-
wich, please? � Do you want some more
tea? – Yes, please! Compare thank you �

verb (pleases, pleasing, pleased) to make
someone happy or satisfied � She’s not dif-
ficult to please. � please yourself do as
you like � Shall I take the red one or the
green one? – Please yourself.
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pleased

� pleased /pli
zd/ adj happy � We’re
very pleased with our new house. � I’m
pleased to hear you’re feeling better. � He
wasn’t pleased when he heard his exam re-
sults.
pleasing

� pleasing /pli
zŋ/ adj which pleases
pleasurablepleasurable /ple�(ə)rəb(ə)l/ adj pleas-
ant, which gives pleasure
pleasure

� pleasure /ple�ə/ noun a pleasant feel-
ing � His greatest pleasure is sitting by the
river. � It gives me great pleasure to be
able to visit you today. � with pleasure
used for saying that you are happy to do
something for someone � I’ll do the job
with pleasure.
plebisciteplebiscite /plebsat/ noun a type of
vote, where the whole population of a
town, region or country is asked to vote to
decide a particular issue
pledgepledge /pled�/ (pledges, pledging,
pledged) verb 1. to promise something for-
mally 2. to give something as a pledge
when borrowing money
plentifulplentiful /plentf(ə)l/ adj in large quan-
tities
plenty

� plenty /plenti/ noun a large quantity �
You’ve got plenty of time to catch the train.
� Plenty of people complain about the bus
service. � Have you got enough bread? –
Yes, we’ve got plenty. (NOTE: no plural)
plightplight /plat/ noun a bad situation or con-
dition (dated) � You must pity the plight of
the people made homeless by the war.
plodplod /plɒd/ (plods, plodding, plodded)
verb 1. to walk slowly and with heavy steps
� The camels plodded across the desert. �
He plodded round the department stores
but didn’t find anything he wanted. 2. to
work steadily � The police plodded slowly
through a list of people who had to be in-
terviewed.
plonkplonk /plɒŋk/ noun cheap wine (informal)
� I bought a bottle of Spanish plonk from
the supermarket. � verb (plonks, plonking,
plonked) to put something down in a care-
less way � The waiter just plonked the
plates down in front of us and went off. � A
big fat man plonked himself down in the
seat next to me and went to sleep.
plopplop /plɒp/ noun the noise made by some-
thing falling into water � There was a little
plop as the frog jumped into the lake. �
verb (plops, plopping, plopped) 1. to
make a noise like a stone falling into water
2. to sit down heavily; to put something
down � She plopped herself down on the
settee. � He plopped the letter into the pil-
lar box.

plotplot /plɒt/ noun 1. a small area of land,
e.g. used for building or for growing vege-
tables � They own a plot of land next to the
river. � The plot isn’t big enough to build a
house on. 2. the basic story of a book, play
or film � The novel has a complicated plot.
� I won’t tell you the plot of the film – I
don’t want to spoil it for you. 3. a secret and
evil plan � They hatched a plot to hold up
the security van.
ploughplough /plaυ/ noun a farm machine for
turning over soil � The plough is pulled by
a tractor. (NOTE: The US spelling is plow.)

plough on verb to continue doing some-
thing difficult � If I want to finish today
I’d better plough on.
plough through /plaυ ɒn/ verb to con-
tinue doing something unpleasant until it
is finished � It took me four hours to
plough through the pile of complaints.

plowplow /plaυ/ noun, verb US spelling of
plough
ployploy /plɔ/ noun a clever trick
pluck

� pluck /pl�k/ (plucks, plucking,
plucked) verb 1. to pull out feathers from a
bird � to pluck a chicken � Ask the butcher
to pluck the pheasants for you. 2. to pull
and let go of the strings of a guitar or other
musical instrument, in order to make a
sound � He was gently plucking the strings
of his guitar.
pluckyplucky /pl�ki/ (pluckier, pluckiest) adj
brave
plug

� plug /pl�(/ noun 1. a flat round rubber
object which covers the hole in a bath or
sink � Can you call reception and tell them
there’s no plug in the bath? � She pulled
out the plug and let the water drain away.
2. an object attached to the end of a wire,
which you push into a hole in the wall to
make a piece of electrical equipment work
� The vacuum cleaner is supplied with a
plug.

plug in� phrasal verb to connect a piece
of electrical equipment to an electricity
supply by pushing the plug into a hole in
the wall � The computer wasn’t plugged
in – that’s why it wouldn’t work.

plugholeplughole /pl�(həυl/ noun a hole in a
bath or washbasin through which the dirty
water runs away
plum

� plum /pl�m/ noun a gold, red or purple
fruit with a smooth skin and a large stone �
She bought a pound of plums to make a pie.
plumageplumage /plu
md�/ noun feathers on a
bird
plumbplumb (plumbs, plumbing, plumbed)
verb 1. to measure the depth of water by us-
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ing a plumb line � to plumb the ocean’s
depths 2. to try to understand something
fully � Scientists are still trying to plumb
the mysteries of the beginning of the uni-
verse.
plumberplumber /pl�mə/ noun a person whose
job is to install or repair things such as wa-
ter pipes and heating systems
plumbingplumbing /pl�mŋ/ noun a system of
water pipes in a house
plumeplume /plu
m/ noun 1. a long feather, es-
pecially one worn in a hat � a hat with os-
trich plumes 2. a long cloud of smoke from
a factory chimney or volcano � A plume of
smoke rose from the burning oil depot.
plummetplummet /pl�mt/ (plummets, plum-
meting, plummeted) verb to fall sharply
plumpplump /pl�mp/ adj (of a person) slightly
fat in an attractive way � He’s a short man
with a plump red face. � Is she pregnant or
is she just plumper than she was?
plunderplunder /pl�ndə/ (plunders, plunder-
ing, plundered) verb to take or use some-
thing that belongs to someone else
plungeplunge /pl�nd�/ (plunges, plunging,
plunged) verb 1. to throw yourself into wa-
ter � He plunged into the river to rescue the
little boy. 2. to fall sharply � Share prices
plunged on the news of the devaluation.
pluralplural /plυərəl/ adj, noun (in grammar)
(which is) the form of a word showing that
there is more than one � Does ‘govern-
ment’ take a singular or plural verb? �

What’s the plural of ‘mouse’? � The verb
should be in the plural after ‘programs’.
plus

� plus /pl�s/ prep 1. added to � His sala-
ry plus bonus comes to more than £30,000.
(NOTE: In calculations plus is usually shown
by the sign + : 10 + 4 = 14: say ‘ten plus four
equals fourteen’.) 2. more than � houses
valued at £200,000 plus
plushplush /pl�ʃ/ adj luxurious (informal) �
The car’s got a very plush interior. � They
always stay at the plushest hotel they can
find.
plus signplus sign /pl�s san/ noun a sign (+)
meaning more than
plutoniumplutonium /plu
|təυniəm/ noun a radio-
active element, also used to produce nucle-
ar power
plyply /pla/ (plies, plying, plied) verb to go
backwards and forwards � The little ferry
plies between Birkenhead and Liverpool. �
to ply someone with something to keep
giving someone something to eat, drink,
etc � They plied the boys with drink and
cigarettes, and then started asking them
questions.

plywoodplywood /plawυd/ noun a sheet of
wood made of several thin layers of wood
stuck together
PMPM abbr prime minister, post mortem
p.m.

� p.m. /�pi
 em/ adv in the afternoon, af-
ter midday � The exhibition is open from
10 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. � If you phone New
York after 6 p.m. the calls are at a cheaper
rate. (NOTE: The US spelling is P.M. a.m. is
usually used to show the exact hour and the
word o’clock is left out. The US spelling is
A.M.)
PMSPMS /�pi
 em es/ abbr premenstrual syn-
drome
PMTPMT abbr premenstrual tension
pneumoniapneumonia /nju
|məυniə/ noun an ill-
ness caused by inflammation of a lung,
where the lung becomes filled with fluid
PO

� PO abbr post office
poachpoach /pəυtʃ/ (poaches, poaching,
poached) verb to persuade an employee to
leave his or her job and work for another
employer � They poached our best sales-
man.
poacherpoacher /pəυtʃə/ noun a person who
catches game illegally
pocket

� pocket /pɒkt/ noun one of several lit-
tle bags sewn into the inside of a piece of
clothing such as a coat, in which you can
keep things, e.g. money, handkerchief or
keys � She looked in all her pockets but
couldn’t find her keys. � He was leaning
against a fence with his hands in his pock-
ets.
pocketfulpocketful /pɒktfυl/ noun an amount
contained in a pocket
pocket money

� pocket money /pɒkt �m�ni/ noun
money which parents give to their children
each week
podpod /pɒd/ noun a long green case in which
some small vegetables such as peas or
beans grow � Mangetout peas are eaten in
their pods.
podiatristpodiatrist /pəυ |daətrst/ noun a person
who looks after people’s feet and diseases
of the feet
podiumpodium /pəυdiəm/ noun a small raised
platform, e.g. for winning sportsmen or or-
chestral conductors, to stand on
poem

� poem /pəυm/ noun a piece of writing
with words carefully chosen to sound at-
tractive or interesting, set out in lines usu-
ally of a regular length which sometimes
end in words which sound the same � He
wrote a long poem about an old sailor. �
The poem about the First World War was
set to music by Britten.
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poet

� poet /pəυt/ noun a person who writes
poems
poetry

� poetry /pəυtri/ noun poems in gener-
al � Reading poetry makes me cry. � This is
a good example of German poetry. (NOTE:
no plural)
poignant

poignant /pɔnjənt/ adj making you sad
point

� point /pɔnt/ noun 1. a sharp end of
something long � The point of my pencil
has broken. � The stick has a very sharp
point. 2. a particular place � The path led
us for miles through the woods and in the
end we came back to the point where we
started from. � We had reached a point
2,000m above sea level. 3. a particular mo-
ment in time � From that point on, things
began to change. � At what point did you
decide to resign? � at that point at that
time � All the lights went off at that point.
� at this point in time at this particular
moment � At this point in time, it is not
possible for me to answer reporters’ ques-
tions. 4. a meaning or reason [/~in] � The
main point of the meeting is to see how we
can continue to run the centre without a
grant. � I see your point I see what you
mean � I see your point, but there are other
factors to be considered. � I can’t see the
point of doing that. 5. a score in a game �

Their team scored three points. � In rugby,
a try counts as five points. � verb (points,
pointing, pointed) to aim a gun or your fin-
ger at something [~at/~to] � It’s rude to
point at people. � Don’t point that gun at
me – it might go off. � The guide pointed to
the map to show where we were. � it’s be-
side the point it’s got nothing to do with
the main subject � Whether or not the coat
matches your hat is beside the point – it’s
simply too big for you. � on the point of
doing something just about to do some-
thing � I was on the point of phoning you.

point out� phrasal verb 1. to show
something � The tour guide will point out
the main things to see in the town. � The
report points out the mistakes made by
the agency over the last few years. 2. to
give a point of view � She pointed out
that the children in her class were better
behaved than in previous years.
point up phrasal verb to make something
seem very obvious

point-blank

point-blank /�pɔnt bl�ŋk/ adv sharp-
ly, directly and rudely � I told him point-
blank that his work was no good. � at
point-blank range at very close range � He
was shot at point-blank range.

pointed

� pointed /pɔntd/ adj with a sharp
point at one end � a pointed stick
pointerpointer /pɔntə/ noun 1. something
which points � The pointer moved quickly
around the dial. � He used a pointer to
show us our positions on the wall map. 2. a
piece of advice or information � She asked
her teacher for some pointers to help her
with her project.
pointlesspointless /pɔntləs/ adj with no sense
poisepoise /pɔz/ noun balance, a graceful way
of holding your head or of standing upright
� She has the grace and poise of a ballet
dancer.
poison

� poison /pɔz(ə)n/ noun a substance
which kills you or makes you ill if it is
swallowed or if it gets into the blood �
There’s enough poison in this bottle to kill
the whole town. � Don’t drink that – it’s
poison.
poisoning

� poisoning /pɔz(ə)nŋ/ noun an oc-
casion when someone is made ill or killed
by something poisonous
poisonous

� poisonous /pɔz(ə)nəs/ adj able to
kill or harm people or animals with poison
poke

� poke /pəυk/ noun a quick push with a
finger or something sharp � He got a poke
in the eye from someone’s umbrella. � verb
(pokes, poking, poked) to push something
or someone quickly with a finger or with
something sharp � He poked the heap with
his stick. � to poke fun at someone or
something to laugh at someone or some-
thing in an unkind way � He poked fun at
the maths teacher. � She poked fun at his
odd hat.
pokerpoker /pəυkə/ noun 1. a long metal rod
for stirring up a fire � She stirred the dying
fire with the poker. 2. a card game in which
the players gamble on the cards in their
hands, at the same time trying to hide their
position from the other players � They
played poker until 3 o’clock in the morn-
ing. � He won £25 at poker.
pokypoky /pəυki/ adj cramped or small �

They have a poky little flat in the centre of
London.
polar

� polar /pəυlə/ adj referring to the North
Pole or the South Pole
pole

� pole /pəυl/ noun a long wooden or met-
al stick
Pole

� Pole /pəυl/ noun a person from Poland
polemicpolemic /pə|lemk/ noun 1. a fierce writ-
ten or spoken attack 2. a style of making
fierce attacks � His very effective use of po-
lemic in his speeches.
police

� police /pə |li
s/ noun the people whose
job is to control traffic, to try to stop crime
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and to catch criminals � The police are
looking for the driver of the car. � The po-
lice emergency number is 999. � Call the
police – I’ve just seen someone drive off in
my car.
police constable

� police constable /pə |li
s
�k�nstəb(ə)l/ noun an ordinary member of
the police (NOTE: also used as a title before
a name: Police Constable John Smith; usu-
ally shortened to PC or WPC for women po-
lice constables: PC John Smith)
police force

police force /pə |li
s fɔ
s/ noun the
group of police in a certain area
policeman

policeman /pə |li
smən, pə|li
swυmən/
(plural policemen) noun a man who is an
ordinary member of the police
police officer

� police officer /pə |li
s �ɒfsə/ noun a
member of the police
police state

police state /pə|li
s stet/ noun a coun-
try whose government controls the free-
dom of the people through the police
police station

� police station /pə |li
s �steʃ(ə)n/
noun a building with the offices of a partic-
ular local police force
policewoman

policewoman /pə |li
swυmən/ (plural
policewomen) noun a woman who is an or-
dinary member of the police
policy

� policy /pɒlsi/ (plural policies) noun
decisions on the general way of doing
something [~on] � government policy on
wages or government wages policy � It is
not our policy to give details of employees
over the phone. � People voted Labour be-
cause they liked their policies.
polio

polio /pəυliəυ/ noun an illness caused by
a virus which can cause muscles to stop
working � She caught polio when she was
ten years old.
polish

� polish /pɒlʃ/ noun a substance used
to make things shiny � Wash the car thor-
oughly before you put the polish on. � verb
(polishes, polishing, polished) to rub
something in order to make it shiny � He
polished his shoes until they shone.

polish off phrasal verb 1. to finish off a
job quickly � He polished off his essay in
half an hour. 2. to eat a meal quickly �
They polished off the scrambled eggs and
then asked for baked beans.
polish up phrasal verb to improve a skill

Polish

� Polish /pəυlʃ/ adj relating to Poland
� The Polish Army joined in the manoeu-
vres. � noun the language spoken in Poland
� I know three words of Polish. � You will
need an English-Polish phrase book if
you’re visiting Warsaw.

polite

� polite /pə|lat/ (politer, politest) adj
pleasant towards other people, not rude �

Sales staff should be polite to customers.
politelypolitely /pə|latli/ adv in a polite way �

Ask the lady politely if you can have a
sweetie.
politenesspoliteness /pə |latnəs/ noun the prac-
tice of being polite
political

� political /pə|ltk(ə)l/ adj referring to
government or to party politics � I don’t
want to get involved in a political argu-
ment. � She gave up her political career
when she had the children.
political prisonerpolitical prisoner /pə |�ltk(ə)l
prz(ə)nə/ noun a person kept in prison
because he or she is an opponent of the po-
litical party in power
political sciencepolitical science /pə|�ltk(ə)l saəns/
noun the study of governments and their
use of political power
politician

� politician /�pɒl |tʃ(ə)n/ noun a per-
son who works in politics, especially a
member of parliament � Politicians from
all parties have welcomed the report.
politics

� politics /pɒltks/ plural noun the ide-
as and methods used in governing a coun-
try � noun the study of how countries are
governed � He studied politics and eco-
nomics at university. (NOTE: takes a singu-
lar verb)
polkapolka /pɒlkə/ noun a type of lively dance
poll

� poll /pəυl/ noun 1. a vote or the act of
voting � We are still waiting for the results
of yesterday’s poll. � A poll of factory
workers showed that more than 50% sup-
ported the union’s demands. 2. the number
of votes cast in an election � The poll was
lower than usual – only 35% of the voters
bothered to vote.
pollenpollen /pɒlən/ noun a yellow powder on
the stamens of a flower which touches part
of a female flower and so creates seeds
pollen countpollen count /pɒlən kaυnt/ noun a
number showing the amount of pollen in
the air, which can cause hay fever
polling stationpolling station /pəυlŋ �steʃ(ə)n/
noun a place where you vote in an election,
usually in a public building such as a li-
brary or school
pollsterpollster /pəυlstə/ noun an expert in un-
derstanding what polls mean
pollutantpollutant /pə |lu
t(ə)nt/ noun a substance
which pollutes
pollute

� pollute /pə |lu
t/ (pollutes, polluting,
polluted) verb to make the environment
dirty by discharging harmful substances
into it

Intermediate.fm  Page 476  Monday, August 23, 2004 5:36 PM



477 popular
pollutedpolluted /pə |lu
td/ adj made dirty
pollution

� pollution /pə|lu
ʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the
process of making the environment dirty �
Pollution of the atmosphere has increased
over the last 50 years. 2. chemicals and
other substances that harm people and the
environment � It took six months to clean
up the oil pollution on the beaches. � The
pollution in the centre of town is so bad
that people have started wearing face
masks.
polopolo /pəυləυ/ noun a ball game in which
two teams ride on ponies, trying to hit a
small hard ball with clubs like long ham-
mers � There’s a polo match in the park
this afternoon. � He plays polo every Sat-
urday.
polo shirtpolo shirt /pəυləυ ʃ#
t/ noun a shirt
with short sleeves, a collar and three or
four buttons at the neck
polyesterpolyester /�pɒli|estə/ noun a type of
synthetic fibre used especially to make
clothing
polystyrenepolystyrene /�pɒli |stari
n/ noun a light
plastic used as a heat insulator or as pack-
ing material
polythenepolythene /pɒlθi
n/ noun a type of
strong transparent plastic used in thin
sheets
pomegranatepomegranate /pɒm(r�nt/ noun a
tropical fruit with many black seeds cov-
ered in juicy red flesh
pomppomp /pɒmp/ noun a splendid ceremony
pompouspompous /pɒmpəs/ adj using very dig-
nified language to make yourself sound
more important (disapproving)
pond

� pond /pɒnd/ noun a small lake
ponderponder /pɒndə/ (ponders, pondering,
pondered) verb to think deeply about
something
pontificatepontificate /pɒn |tf |�ket/ (pontifi-
cates, pontificating, pontificated) verb to
give your opinion on something in a way
which suggests that you believe your opin-
ion is the only right one (formal)
ponypony /pəυni/ (plural ponies) noun a small
horse
ponytailponytail /pəυnitel/ noun a hairstyle
where your hair is tied at the back and falls
loosely
poopoo /pu
/ noun faeces, solid waste matter
passed from the body (informal; children’s
slang)
poodlepoodle /pu
d(ə)l/ noun a type of curly-
haired dog, with its fur usually cut in a cu-
rious way

pool

� pool /pu
l/ noun 1. a small lake � He
dived in and swam across the mountain
pool. � We looked for shrimps in the rock
pools. 2. a large bath of water for swim-
ming in � an outdoor pool � a heated pool
� We have a little swimming pool in the
garden. � He swam two lengths of the pool.
3. a game rather like snooker, where you
hit balls into pockets using a long stick
called a ‘cue’ � We were playing pool in the
bar.
poor

� poor /pɔ
/ adj 1. with little or no money
� The family is very poor now that both
parents have no work. � This is one of the
poorest countries in Africa. 2. of not very
good quality � Vines can grow even in poor
soil. � They were selling off poor quality
vegetables at a cheap price. � She’s been in
poor health for some months. 3. used for
showing you are sorry � Poor old you, hav-
ing to stay at home and finish your home-
work while we go to the cinema. � My poor
legs, after climbing up the mountain!
poorlypoorly /pɔ
li/ adv in quite a bad way �

The offices are poorly laid out. � The job is
very poorly paid. � adj ill (informal) � She
felt quite poorly and had to go home. � He
was very poorly on Monday, but by the end
of the week he was a little better.
pop

� pop /pɒp/ noun a noise like a cork com-
ing out of a bottle � There was a ‘pop’ as
she lit the gas. � verb (pops, popping,
popped) 1. to go somewhere quickly � I’ll
just pop down to the town. � He popped
into the chemist’s. � I’m just popping
round to Jane’s. � I’d only popped out for
a moment. 2. to put something somewhere
quickly (informal) � Pop the pie in the mi-
crowave for three minutes.
popcornpopcorn /pɒpkɔ
n/ noun the seed of a
type of maize plant which is heated until it
bursts and is eaten as a snack
PopePope /pəυp/ noun the head of the Roman
Catholic Church
poplarpoplar /pɒplə/ noun a common tall and
slender tree
pop music

� pop music /pɒp �mju
zk/ noun
modern popular music
poppypoppy /pɒpi/ (plural poppies) noun a
common red wild flower which often
grows in fields
populacepopulace /pɒpjυləs/ noun the ordinary
people (formal) � The rest of the populace
envied the privileges of the rich.
popular

� popular /pɒpjυlə/ adj liked by a lot of
people � The department store is popular
with young mothers. � The South Coast is
the most popular area for holidays.
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popularitypopularity /�pɒpjυ|l�rti/ noun the fact
of being liked by a lot of people
popularlypopularly /pɒpjυləli/ adv by most peo-
ple � She was popularly supposed to pos-
sess magic powers.
populatepopulate /pɒpjυlet/ (populates, popu-
lating, populated) verb 1. to go and live in
an area � Settlers moved away from the
coast and began to populate the interior. �
The area is populated by peasant farmers.
2. to put people to live in an area � The king
decided to populate the colony with retired
soldiers.
population

� population /�pɒpjυ|leʃ(ə)n/ noun
the number of people who live in a place �
The population of the country is 60 million.
� Paris has a population of over three mil-
lion.
populouspopulous /pɒpjυləs/ adj densely popu-
lated
porcelainporcelain /pɔ
s(ə)ln/ noun fine china
porchporch /pɔ
tʃ/ noun 1. a sheltered area
joined onto a doorway � You weren’t in
when I called, so I left the parcel in the
porch. 2. US a balcony at ground level
around a house � They like to sit out on the
porch on summer evenings.
porepore /pɔ
/ noun a tiny hole in the skin or
in a leaf, through which moisture such as
sweat passes � I was sweating from every
pore as I waited for the results of the test. �
Water evaporates from the pores of the
leaves.
porkpork /pɔ
k/ noun fresh meat from a pig,
eaten cooked (NOTE: no plural. Note also
that salted or smoked meat from a pig is
ham or bacon.)
pornporn /pɔ
n/ noun pornography (informal)
pornographypornography /pɔ
 |nɒ(rəfi/ noun
books, films, etc., with obscene subject
matter
porousporous /pɔ
rəs/ adj which has many lit-
tle holes in it, allowing water or air to seep
through slowly
porpoiseporpoise /pɔ
pəs/ noun a sea animal
similar to a dolphin, which swims in
groups (NOTE: A group of them is a school
of porpoises.)
porridgeporridge /pɒrd�/ noun oatmeal cooked
in water or milk, eaten for breakfast
port

� port /pɔ
t/ noun 1. a place along a coast
where boats can stop, or a town with a
place like this � a fishing port � The ship is
due in port on Tuesday. � We left port at
12.00. 2. an opening in a computer for
plugging in an attachment � a mouse port

portable

� portable /pɔ
təb(ə)l/ adj which can
be carried � He used his portable computer
on the plane. � Portable phones won’t
work in the Underground.
portalportal /pɔ
t(ə)l/ noun an imposing en-
trance (literary)
porterporter /pɔ
tə/ noun a doorkeeper in a
building such as a hotel or a block of flats
� Ask the porter if there have been any
messages for us.
portfolio

� portfolio /pɔ
t |fəυliəυ/ noun 1. a col-
lection of work such as drawing or writing
that one person has done, or a large flat
case in which it is carried � He brought a
portfolio of samples of his work. 2. � a
portfolio of investments or shares all the
shares owned by someone 3. a minister’s
job in a government
portholeporthole /pɔ
thəυl/ noun a round win-
dow in the side of a ship
portionportion /pɔ
ʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a part � This
is only a small portion of the material we
collected. � Our carriage was in the rear
portion of the train. 2. a serving of food,
usually for one person � The portions in
that restaurant are tiny. � Ask the waiter if
they serve children’s portions.
portlyportly /pɔ
tli/ (portlier, portliest) adj
rather fat
portraitportrait /pɔ
trt/ noun a painting or pho-
tograph of a person � He has painted a por-
trait of the Queen. � Old portraits of mem-
bers of the family lined the walls of the din-
ing room.
portrayportray /pɔ
 |tre/ (portrays, portraying,
portrayed) verb to paint or to describe a
scene or a person (NOTE: + portrayal n)
pose

� pose /pəυz/ noun 1. a way of standing
sitting or lying � She is painted standing in
an elegant pose. � He struck a funny pose
as I was taking the photo. 2. a way of be-
having which is just a pretence � He’d like
you to think he’s an expert but it’s just a
pose. � verb (poses, posing, posed) 1. to
set a problem or put a question � Violent
children pose a problem for schools. 2. to
stand or sit still while someone paints or
photographs you [~for] � He posed for her
in his uniform. 3. to pretend to be some-
thing [~as] � He got into the prison by pos-
ing as a doctor.
poshposh /pɒʃ/ adj expensive and attractive;
suitable for special occasions � I decided
I’d better wear my poshest frock to the
wedding. � We ate in a really posh restau-
rant.
position

� position /pə |zʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a place
where someone or something is � From his
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position on the roof he can see the whole of
the street. � The ship’s last known position
was 200 miles east of Bermuda. 2. a job �

The sales manager has a key position in the
firm. � He’s going to apply for a position
as manager. � We have several positions
vacant. 3. a situation or state of affairs �
What is the company’s cash position? 4.
someone’s opinion [~on] � I’ve made my
position on suitable payment quite clear. 5.
� to be in a position to do something to be
able to do something � I am not in a posi-
tion to answer your question at this point in
time. � verb (positions, positioning, posi-
tioned) to put or place someone or some-
thing in a position � She positioned herself
near the exit.
positive

� positive /pɒztv/ adj 1. certain or
sure � I’m positive I put the key in my pock-
et. � Are you positive he said six o’clock?
2. (in a test) showing that the person tested
has a particular condition � The cancer test
was positive.
possess

� possess /pə |zes/ (possesses, pos-
sessing, possessed) verb to own some-
thing � They possess several farms in the
south of the country. � He lost all he pos-
sessed in the fire.
possession

� possession /pə |zeʃ(ə)n/ noun own-
ership � When he couldn’t keep up the
mortgage payments the bank took posses-
sion of the house. � in someone’s posses-
sion being held by someone � The jewel-
lery came into my possession when my
mother died.
possessivepossessive /pə |zesv/ adj who treats
someone or something as if he or she owns
him, her or it � His girlfriend’s very pos-
sessive and hates it when he goes out with
his mates. � He gets very possessive about
his gold pen and won’t let anyone else use
it.
possibility

� possibility /�pɒs |blti/ noun the fact
of being likely to happen [~of/~(that)] � Is
there any possibility of getting a ticket to
the show? � There is always the possibility
that the plane will be early.
possible

� possible /pɒsb(ə)l/ adj able to be
done � She agreed that the changes were
possible.
possibly

� possibly /pɒsbli/ adv 1. perhaps �

The meeting will possibly finish late. � Jan-
uary had possibly the worst snowstorms we
have ever seen. 2. used with ‘can’ or ‘can’t’
to make a phrase stronger � You can’t pos-
sibly eat 22 pancakes! � How can you pos-
sibly expect me to do all that work in one
day?

post

� post /pəυst/ noun 1. a long piece of
wood or metal put in the ground � The
fence is attached to concrete posts. � His
shot hit the goalpost. � goalpost 2. a job �
He applied for a post in the sales depart-
ment. � We have three posts vacant. � They
advertised the post in ‘The Times’. 3. let-
ters and parcels that are sent and received �
The morning post comes around nine
o’clock. � There were no cheques in this
morning’s post. � Has the post arrived yet?
4. the system of sending letters and parcels
� It is easier to send the parcel by post than
to deliver it by hand. � verb (posts, post-
ing, posted) to send a letter or parcel �

Don’t forget to post your Christmas cards.
� The letter should have arrived by now –
we posted it ten days ago. � to keep some-
one posted to keep someone informed �
Please keep us posted about your holiday
arrangements.
post-post- /pəυst/ prefix later than or after �
post-Christmas sales � post-holiday gloom
postage

� postage /pəυstd�/ noun money
which you pay to send something by post
postage stamppostage stamp /pəυstd� st�mp/
noun a piece of paper which you buy and
stick on a letter or parcel to pay for it to be
sent on by the post office
postal orderpostal order /pəυst(ə)l �ɔ
də/ noun a
paper which you can buy for sending small
amounts of money through the post
postbox

� postbox /pəυstbɒks/ noun a box into
which you can put letters, which will then
be collected and sent on by the post office
postcard

� postcard /pəυstkɑ
d/ noun a piece of
card often with a picture on one side,
which you send to someone with a short
message on it
postcode

� postcode /pəυstkəυd/ noun a series
of letters and numbers given at the end of
an address, to help the people whose job is
to sort letters
poster

� poster /pəυstə/ noun a large notice,
picture or advertisement stuck on a wall
posterityposterity /pɒ|sterti/ noun the genera-
tions which will follow this one
postgraduatepostgraduate /pəυst|(r�d�υət/ noun
a person who has a first degree from a uni-
versity and who is studying for a further
degree � He’s taking a postgraduate
course in physics.
posthumousposthumous /pɒstjυməs/ adj after
death
postingposting /pəυstŋ/ noun a new job with
the same organisation, for which you have
to move to a different country or district
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Post-itPost-it /pəυst t/ trademark a small piece
of gummed coloured paper which you can
write a note on and stick onto something
postmanpostman /pəυstmən/ (plural postmen)
noun a person who delivers letters to hous-
es
postmarkpostmark /pəυstmɑ
k/ noun a mark
stamped on a letter to show when and
where it was posted � a letter with a Lon-
don postmark � You can see from the post-
mark that it was posted two weeks ago.
(NOTE: + postmark v)
post mortempost mortem /�pəυst mɔ
təm/ noun 1.
the examination of a corpse to find out the
cause of death � The post mortem revealed
that she had been poisoned. 2. an examina-
tion of something which has happened �

The government is carrying out a post
mortem on the result of the elections. Ab-
breviation PM
postnatalpostnatal /�pəυst|net(ə)l/ adj which
happens after childbirth
post officepost office /pəυst �ɒfs/ noun a build-
ing where you can do such things as buying
stamps, sending letters and parcels and
paying bills � The main post office is in the
High Street. � There are two parcels to be
taken to the post office.
postponepostpone /pəυst |pəυn/ (postpones,
postponing, postponed) verb to change
the time or date of an event so that it will
happen a later date or time � The meeting
has been postponed until next week. (NOTE:
+ postponement n)
postureposture /pɒstʃə/ noun a way of sitting
or standing � She does exercises to improve
her posture.
postwarpostwar /�pəυst |wɔ
/ adj referring to the
period after a war
pot

� pot /pɒt/ noun 1. a glass or china con-
tainer, usually without a handle � The plant
is too big – it needs a bigger pot. � She
made ten pots of strawberry jam. � teapot
2. a deep metal container with a long han-
dle, used for cooking � Do I have to wash
all the pots and pans by hand?
potassiumpotassium /pə|t�siəm/ noun soft metal
found in rocks, essential to biological life
potato

� potato /pə |tetəυ/ (plural potatoes)
noun a common white or yellow root vege-
table which grows under the ground �

boiled potatoes � mashed potatoes � roast
potatoes � Do you want any more pota-
toes? � We’re having roast lamb and pota-
toes for Sunday lunch.
potentpotent /pəυt(ə)nt/ adj which has a
strong effect � Don’t drink too much of that

beer – it’s terribly potent. � People don’t
realise how potent these drugs are.
potential

� potential /pə |tenʃəl/ adj possible �
He’s a potential world champion. � The
potential profits from the deal are enor-
mous. � noun the possibility of developing
into something useful or valuable � The
discovery has enormous potential. � She
doesn’t have much experience, but she has
a lot of potential. � The whole area has
great potential for economic growth.
potholepothole /pɒthəυl/ noun 1. a hole in a
road surface � The council still hasn’t filled
in the potholes in our street. 2. a deep hole
in rock worn away by water � They were
exploring a pothole in the Mendip Hills.
potholingpotholing /pɒthəυlŋ/ noun the sport of
exploring potholes in rock
potionpotion /pəυʃ(ə)n/ noun a liquid mixture
of medicine (dated )
potluckpotluck /pɒt |l�k/ noun � to take potluck
to take whatever comes, with no possibility
of choosing anything different
potterpotter /pɒtə/ noun a person who makes
pots out of clay � a potter’s wheel � The
potter makes cups and bowls to sell in craft
shops. � verb also potter about not to do
anything in particular or to do little jobs
here and there � He spent Saturday morn-
ing pottering about in the garden. (NOTE:
The US term is putter around)
pottery

� pottery /pɒtəri/ noun 1. a place where
pots are made � There are several local
potteries where you can buy dishes. � I
bought this vase from the pottery where it
was made. (NOTE: The plural in this sense is
potteries.) 2. objects such as pots and
plates, made of clay � There’s a man in the
market who sells local pottery. � She
brought me some Spanish pottery as a
present.
pottypotty /pɒti/ noun a small pot where a
young child can urinate or defecate
pouchpouch /paυtʃ/ noun 1. a small bag for
carrying objects such as coins � She car-
ried the ring in a small leather pouch
round her neck. 2. a bag in the skin in front
of some animals, where the young are car-
ried � The kangaroo carries its young in its
pouch.
poultrypoultry /pəυltri/ noun common farm
birds such as ducks or hens, reared for eggs
or to be eaten
pouncepounce /paυns/ (pounces, pouncing,
pounced) verb 1. to jump quickly to catch
something � The cat was watching the
bird, ready to pounce. 2. to criticise some-
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thing strongly [~on] � He pounced on the
only mistake I’d made.
pound

� pound /paυnd/ noun 1. a measure of
weight, equal to about 450 grams (NOTE:
pound is usually written lb after figures: It
weighs 26lb.; Take 6lb of sugar: say ‘twenty-
six pounds, six pounds’.) 2. a unit of money
used in Britain and several other countries
� He earns more than six pounds an hour.
� The price of the car is over £50,000 (fifty
thousand pounds). � He tried to pay for his
bus ticket with a £20 note (twenty-pound
note). (NOTE: pound is usually written £ be-
fore figures: £20, £6,000: say ‘twenty
pounds, six thousand pounds’. With the
word note, pound is singular: twenty
pounds but a twenty-pound note.) � verb
(pounds, pounding, pounded) 1. to hit
something hard � He pounded the table
with his fist. 2. to smash something into lit-
tle pieces � The ship was pounded to pieces
by heavy waves.
pour

� pour /pɔ
/ (pours, pouring, poured)
verb 1. to make a liquid flow [~over/in-
to/down etc] � The waiter poured water all
over the table. � He poured the wine into
the glasses. � She poured water down his
neck as a joke. 2. to flow out or down [~out
of/into etc] � Crowds of people poured into
the stadium � Smoke was pouring out of
the house.

pour down� phrasal verb to rain very
hard � Don’t go out without an umbrella
– it’s pouring down.

poutpout /paυt/ (pouts, pouting, pouted)
verb to make a sulky expression with your
lips � When she pouts she looks very sexy.
(NOTE: + pout n)
poverty

� poverty /pɒvəti/ noun the fact of be-
ing poor � He lost all his money and died
in poverty. � Poverty can drive people to
crime.
powderpowder /paυdə/ noun a substance like
flour with very small dry grains � The drug
is available in the form of a white powder.
� This machine grinds pepper corns to
powder.
power

� power /paυə/ noun 1. the ability to
control people or happenings [~over] � the
power a parent has over their child � He is
the official leader, but his wife has all the
real power. � I haven’t the power or it isn’t
in my power to ban the demonstration. 2. a
driving force � They use the power of the
waves to generate electricity. � The engine
is driven by steam power. 3. electricity
used to drive machines or devices � Turn
off the power before you try to repair the

TV set. 4. political control � The socialists
came to power in 1997. � During the peri-
od when he was in power the country’s
economy was ruined. 5. an important, pow-
erful country � China is one of the great
powers.
power basepower base /paυə bes/ noun a group
or area which supports a politician
power cutpower cut /paυə k�t/ noun same as
power failure
power failurepower failure /paυə �feljə/ noun a
breakdown in electricity supplies
powerful

� powerful /paυəf(ə)l/ adj having a lot
of force, influence or capability � This
model has a more powerful engine. � The
treasurer is the most powerful person in the
organisation. � The raft was swept away by
the powerful current. � This is the most
powerful personal computer on the market.
powerlesspowerless /paυələs/ adj unable to do
anything because of not having any power
or authority
power steeringpower steering /paυə �stərŋ/ noun
steering in a car, which is powered by the
engine
power toolpower tool /paυə tu
l/ noun a powerful
electrical tool
pppp abbr pages
PR

� PR abbr public relations
practicablepracticable /pr�ktkəb(ə)l/ adj which
can be done or can be put into practice
practical

� practical /pr�ktk(ə)l/ adj 1. refer-
ring to real actions and events rather than
ideas or plans � She needs some practical
experience. � I need some practical advice
on how to build a wall. 2. possible or sen-
sible � It isn’t practical to plug the compu-
ter into the same socket as the TV. � Has
anyone got a more practical suggestion to
make? � You need practical clothing for
camping. � We must be practical and not
try anything too ambitious.
practicalitypracticality /�pr�kt|k�lti/ (plural
practicalities) noun 1. a way in which
something works in practice � We haven’t
yet got down to discussing the practicali-
ties of selling the shop. 2. a way in which
something is practical or possible � I have
doubts about the practicality of the
scheme.
practical jokepractical joke /�pr�ktk(ə)l d�əυk/
noun a trick played on someone to make
other people laugh
practically

� practically /pr�ktkli/ adv almost �

Practically all the students passed the test.
� The summer is practically over. � His suit
is such a dark grey it is practically black.
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practice

� practice /pr�kts/ noun 1. the act of
doing something, as opposed to thinking
about it or planning it 2. a repeated activity
done so that you can improve � You need
more practice before you’re ready to enter
the competition. � He’s at football practice
this evening. � The cars make several prac-
tice runs before the race. 3. a way of doing
something, especially a way that is regular-
ly used � It’s a standard practice for shops
to open late one day a week for staff train-
ing. � It’s been our practice for many years
to walk the dogs before breakfast. � verb
US spelling of practise � in practice when
something is done or carried out � The plan
seems very interesting, but what will it cost
in practice? � out of practice not able to
do something because of not having done it
recently � I used to be able to play quite
well, but I’m a bit out of practice. � to put
something into practice to apply or use
something � I hope soon to be able to put
some of my ideas into practice.
practise

� practise /pr�kts/ (practises, prac-
tising, practised) verb 1. to do something
many times in order to become better at it
� He’s practising catching and throwing.
2. to work as a doctor, dentist or lawyer �
He’s officially retired but still practises
part-time.
practisedpractised /pr�ktst/ adj skilful at doing
something because you have had a lot of
practice (NOTE: The US spelling is prac-
ticed.)
practitioner

� practitioner /pr�k|tʃ(ə)nə/ noun a
person who does a skilled job. � GP
pragmaticpragmatic /pr�(|m�tk/ adj dealing
with facts or practical matters, not con-
cerned with theories
prairieprairie /preəri/ noun an area of grass-
covered plain in North America, mainly
without trees, where most of the world’s
grain is produced
praisepraise /prez/ noun admiration, the act of
showing approval � The rescue team
earned the praise of the survivors. � verb
(praises, praising, praised) to express
strong approval of something or someone
� The mayor praised the firemen for their
efforts in putting out the fire.
praiseworthypraiseworthy /prezw#
ði/ adj which
should be praised
prampram /pr�m/, praam noun a light car-
riage for pushing a baby in
pranceprance /prɑ
ns/ (prances, prancing,
pranced) verb to jump about, to move fast
and lightly

prankprank /pr�ŋk/ noun a trick
prattleprattle /pr�t(ə)l/ (prattles, prattling,
prattled) verb to chatter a lot about things
which aren’t important
prawnprawn /prɔ
n/ noun a shellfish like a large
shrimp
pray

� pray /pre/ (prays, praying, prayed)
verb to speak to God, asking for something,
or asking for someone to be helped or pro-
tected [~for] � The men were praying in
front of the shrine. � We’ve been praying
for you.
prayer

� prayer /preə/ noun the act of speaking
to God [~for] � They said prayers for the
sick. � She says her prayers every night be-
fore going to bed.
pre-pre- /pri
/ prefix before � the pre-Christ-
mas rush � We have been invited for pre-
lunch drinks.
preachpreach /pri
tʃ/ (preaches, preaching,
preached) verb 1. to give a sermon in
church 2. to recommend or advise some-
thing
preacherpreacher /pri
tʃə/ noun a person who
gives a sermon in church
precariousprecarious /pr |keəriəs/ adj not safe,
likely to fall off or to fail
precaution

� precaution /pr |kɔ
ʃ(ə)n/ noun care
taken in advance to avoid something un-
pleasant
precede

� precede /pr|si
d/ (precedes, preced-
ing, preceded) verb to take place before
something
precedenceprecedence /presd(ə)ns/ noun � to
take precedence over someone or some-
thing to be more important than, when
considered as part of a hierarchy � Presi-
dents take precedence over prime minis-
ters.
precedent

� precedent /presd(ə)nt/ noun a thing
which has happened before, and which can
be a guide as to what should be done [~for]
� The trial has set a precedent for future li-
bel cases.
preceding

� preceding /pr|si
dŋ/ adj which
comes before something
precinctprecinct /pri
sŋkt/ noun US an admin-
istrative district in a town � the 16th pre-
cinct
precious

� precious /preʃəs/ adj 1. worth a lot of
money � a precious stone 2. of great value
to someone � All her precious photographs
were saved from the fire. � The memories
of that holiday are very precious to me.
precious metalprecious metal /�preʃəs met(ə)l/ noun
a metal, such as gold, which is worth a lot
of money
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precious stoneprecious stone /preʃəs stəυn/ noun a
stone such as a diamond, which is rare and
very valuable
precipiceprecipice /presps/ noun a high cliff on
the side of a mountain, not usually near the
sea
precipitateprecipitate /pr |sptet/ (precipitates,
precipitating, precipitated) verb to make
something happen suddenly � The assassi-
nation precipitated a political crisis.
precipitationprecipitation /pr|�sp |teʃ(ə)n/ noun a
quantity of rain, snow, etc., which falls on
a certain place � The north-west of the
country experienced higher precipitation
than normal.
précisprécis /presi
/ (plural précis) noun a
summary of the main points of a text � I
made a précis of the report for my boss.
precise

� precise /pr|sas/ adj exact � We need
to know the precise measurements of the
box. � At that precise moment my father
walked in. � Can you be more precise
about what the men looked like?
precisely

� precisely /pr |sasli/ adv exactly �
The train arrived at 12.00 precisely. � I
don’t know precisely when it was, but it
was about three months ago. � How, pre-
cisely, do you expect me to cope with all
this work?
precisionprecision /pr |s�(ə)n/ noun accuracy
precludepreclude /pr |klu
d/ (precludes, pre-
cluding, precluded) verb to prevent some-
thing taking place (formal)
precociousprecocious /pr|kəυʃəs/ adj (of a child)
surprisingly advanced for its age
preconceptionpreconception /�pri
kən |sepʃən/ noun
an idea which is formed in advance, with-
out the benefit of information or experi-
ence
preconditionprecondition /�pri
kən |dʃ(ə)n/ noun a
condition which is set in advance
precursorprecursor /pr |k#
sə/ noun a thing
which leads to something more important
predatepredate /�pri
|det/ (predates, predat-
ing, predated) verb to come before some-
thing in time
predator

� predator /predətə/ noun an animal
which kills and eats other animals
predecessor

� predecessor /pri
dsesə/ noun a
person who has held the same job, etc., be-
fore you
predicamentpredicament /pr |dkəmənt/ noun
trouble or a difficult situation
predict

� predict /pr|dkt/ (predicts, predict-
ing, predicted) verb to foretell something
or tell in advance what will happen [~(that)]
� He predicted correctly that oil prices

would rise. � The weather forecasters have
predicted rain. � Everything happened ex-
actly as I had predicted.
predictablepredictable /pr|dktəb(ə)l/ adj which
could be predicted
predictionprediction /pr |dkʃən/ noun an in-
stance of foretelling something
predispositionpredisposition /�pri
dspə|zʃ(ə)n/
noun the fact of being predisposed
predominantpredominant /pr |dɒmnənt/ adj most
striking or obvious
predominantlypredominantly /pr |dɒmnəntli/ adv
mainly
predominatepredominate /pr|dɒmnet/ (predomi-
nates, predominating, predominated)
verb to be more powerful than others
preeminentpreeminent /pri |emnənt/ adj excellent,
much better than everything else
pre-emptpre-empt /�pri
 empt/ (pre-empts, pre-
empting, pre-empted) verb to get an ad-
vantage over somebody by doing some-
thing quickly before anyone else
preenpreen /pri
n/ (preens, preening,
preened) verb (of a bird) to smooth its
feathers
prefabricatedprefabricated /pri
|f�brketd/ adj (of
a building) built from sections which are
easy to put together
prefacepreface /prefəs/ noun the text at the be-
ginning of a book, after the title page, in
which the author introduces the book and
thanks people for helping make it � She ex-
plains in a preface what motivated her to
write the book. Compare foreword
prefectprefect /pri
fekt/ noun an older school
pupil chosen to be in charge of others � The
prefects help to maintain discipline in the
school.
prefer

� prefer /pr |f#
/ (prefers, preferring,
preferred) verb to like one thing better than
another [~to] � Which do you prefer -butter
to margarine? � She prefers walking to go-
ing on the Underground. � We went to the
pub, but she preferred to stay at home and
watch TV. � I’d prefer not to go to Germany
this summer.
preferablepreferable /pref(ə)rəb(ə)l/ adj which
you would prefer
preferablypreferably /pref(ə)rəbli/ adv express-
ing something that would be preferred �

I’d like to book a seat, preferably one next
to a window.
preference

� preference /pref(ə)rəns/ noun a lik-
ing for one thing more than another [~for] �
The children all showed a marked prefer-
ence for chocolate ice cream.

Intermediate.fm  Page 483  Monday, August 23, 2004 5:36 PM



preferential 484
preferentialpreferential /�prefə|renʃəl/ adj showing
that one person or thing is preferred to an-
other
prefix

� prefix /pri
fks/ noun a group of let-
ters put in front of another to form a new
word
pregnancypregnancy /pre(nənsi/ noun the state
of being pregnant
pregnant

� pregnant /pre(nənt/ adj (of a woman
or female animal) carrying a developing
baby inside the body � Don’t carry heavy
weights when you’re pregnant. � She
hasn’t told her family yet that she’s preg-
nant. � There are three pregnant women in
my office.
preheatpreheat /pri
 |hi
t/ (preheats, preheat-
ing, preheated) verb to make an oven hot
before putting something to cook in it
prehistoricprehistoric /�pri
h |stɒrk/ adj belong-
ing to the time before there was a written
history
prejudgeprejudge /pri
 |d��d�/ (prejudges, pre-
judging, prejudged) verb to judge some-
thing or someone without hearing all the
facts
prejudiceprejudice /pred�υds/ noun an unfair
feeling of not liking someone or something
� The committee was accused of prejudice
against older candidates. � verb (prejudic-
es, prejudicing, prejudiced) to make
someone have less friendly feelings to-
wards someone or something
prejudicedprejudiced /pred�υdst/ adj unfairly
biased against someone
preliminarypreliminary /pr |lmn(ə)ri/ adj which
goes before something � The executive
committee will hold a preliminary meeting
the day before the conference opens. � This
is only the preliminary report – the main
report will be published later. � noun (plu-
ral preliminaries) something which is done
as a preparation for something else
preludeprelude /prelju
d/ noun 1. something
which takes place before something more
important � Putting tanks near the border
is a prelude to a full-scale invasion. 2. a
short introductory piece of music on one
theme
prematurepremature /premətʃə/ adj 1. which
happens before the right time � Celebrat-
ing victory before the votes have been
counted is a little premature. � This can be
a cause of premature death. 2. (of a baby)
born less than nine months after concep-
tion � Little John was six weeks premature
and only weighed three pounds when he
was born.

premeditatedpremeditated /pri
|medtetd/ adj (of
a crime) planned before it is committed
premierpremier /premiə/ noun a prime minister
or head of government � The French pre-
mier is visiting London.
premièrepremière /premieə/ noun the first per-
formance of something, e.g. a film or a
play
premiershippremiership /premiəʃp/ noun 1. the
time when someone is Prime Minister �

The introduction of income tax was the
most important event of his premiership. 2.
a premier league, the group of top football
clubs who play against each other � a pre-
miership match
premise

� premise /prems/, premiss noun an
assumption, a thing which you assume to
be true
premises

� premises /premsz/ plural noun a
building and the land it stands on � Smok-
ing is not allowed on the premises. � There
is a doctor on the premises at all times.
premiumpremium /pri
miəm/ noun 1. an amount
paid for an insurance policy � The house
insurance premium has to be paid this
month. � We pay a monthly premium of £5.
2. an extra amount � They pay a premium
for work completed ahead of schedule. �
adj higher quality and therefore more ex-
pensive than other similar things � at a
premium scarce, and therefore valuable �
Fresh vegetables were at a premium during
the winter months.
premonitionpremonition /�premə|nʃ(ə)n/ noun a
feeling that something is going to happen
preoccupationpreoccupation /pri
 |�ɒkjυ |peʃ(ə)n/
noun something that you think about a lot,
usually so much that you ignore other
things � his preoccupation with his busi-
ness
preoccupiedpreoccupied /pri|ɒkjυpad/ adj wor-
ried and thinking only about one thing
preparation

� preparation /�prepə |reʃ(ə)n/ noun
1. the action of getting ready [~for] � The
preparations for the wedding went on for
months. � We’ve completed our prepara-
tions and now we’re ready to start. � in
preparation for something getting ready
for something � She bought a hat in prep-
aration for the wedding. 2. a substance
which has been mixed � a chemical prepa-
ration
preparatorypreparatory /pr |p�rət(ə)ri/ adj which
prepares someone for something � This is
a preparatory course in Chinese for begin-
ners.
prepare

� prepare /pr |peə/ (prepares, prepar-
ing, prepared) verb 1. to get something
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ready [~for] � We have prepared the hall for
the school play. � I have some friends com-
ing to dinner and I haven’t prepared the
meal. 2. to get ready for something [~for] �
He is preparing for his exam. � You’d bet-
ter prepare yourself for some bad news.
prepared

� prepared /pr|peəd/ adj ready � Be
prepared, you may get quite a shock. � Six
people are coming to dinner and I’ve got
nothing prepared.
preponderancepreponderance /pr |pɒnd(ə)rəns/
noun a greater number of one type of peo-
ple or things than any other in a group
preposition

� preposition /�prepə |zʃ(ə)n/ noun a
word used with a noun or pronoun to show
place or time
preposterouspreposterous /pr|pɒst(ə)rəs/ adj silly
or absurd
prerequisiteprerequisite /pri
|rekwəzt/ noun a
thing which you must have before you can
do something
prescribeprescribe /pr |skrab/ (prescribes, pre-
scribing, prescribed) verb 1. to order that
something should be done � Three days’
notice has been given, as prescribed by
law. � We have to study two prescribed
texts for our exam. 2. (of a doctor) to tell
someone to use something � He prescribed
a course of injections. � She prescribed
some antibiotics.
prescription

� prescription /pr |skrpʃən/ noun an
order written by a doctor to a pharmacist
asking for a drug to be prepared and sold to
a patient [~for] � The doctor has given him
a prescription for painkillers. � available
on prescription available from a chemist
only when prescribed by a doctor � This
medicine is only available on prescription.
presence

� presence /prez(ə)ns/ noun 1. the fact
of being present � The presence of both his
wives in court was noted. � Your presence
is requested at a meeting of the committee
on June 23rd. 2. an effect you have on other
people � The general has a commanding
presence.
presentpresent1 /prez(ə)nt/ noun 1. something
which you give to someone, e.g. on their
birthday � I got a watch as a Christmas
present. � How many birthday presents did
you get? � Her colleagues gave her a
present when she got married. 2. the time
we are in now � The novel is set in the
present. 3. the form of a verb showing that
the action is happening now � The present
of the verb ‘to go’ is ‘he goes’ or ‘he is go-
ing’. � adj at a place when something hap-
pens there � How many people were
present at the meeting? � at present now �

The hotel still has some vacancies at
present. � for the present for now � That
will be enough for the present.
presentpresent2 /pr |zent/ (presents, present-
ing, presented) verb 1. to give something
formally to someone as a present � When
he retired after thirty years, the firm pre-
sented him with a large clock. 2. to intro-
duce a show on TV or radio � She’s pre-
senting a programme on gardening.
presentablepresentable /pr |zentəb(ə)l/ adj clean
and tidy, suitable to appear in public
presentation

� presentation /�prez(ə)n |teʃ(ə)n/
noun 1. the act of giving something to
someone � The chairman will make the
presentation to the retiring sales manager.
2. a formal occasion on which something is
given to someone 3. a formal occasion on
which someone tells other people about
their work � The company made a presen-
tation of the services they could offer.
present-day

� present-day /�prez(ə)nt de/ adj
modern
presenter

� presenter /pr |zentə/ noun a person
who presents a TV or radio show
presentlypresently /prez(ə)ntli/ adv 1. soon � I’ll
be there presently. � He’ll be making a
speech presently. 2. US now, at the present
time � He’s presently working for a chem-
ical company. � She’s presently in Eng-
land. � What is presently being done to
correct the problem?
present participlepresent participle /�prez(ə)nt pɑ
 |

tsp(ə)l/ noun a word formed by adding
‘-ing’ to a verb, used either to form the
present continuous tense, e.g. I am reading,
or as an adjective or noun
preservation

� preservation /�prezə |veʃ(ə)n/ noun
the action of protecting [~of] � The trust is
mainly concerned with the preservation of
historic buildings.
preservativepreservative /pr|z#
vətv/ noun a sub-
stance added to food to stop it from going
bad
preserve

� preserve /pr |z#
v/ (preserves, pre-
serving, preserved) verb 1. to look after
something and keep it in the same state �

Our committee aims to preserve the wild-
life in our area. � The doctors’ aim is to
preserve the life of the unborn child. � They
would like to preserve their own alphabet
rather than use the Roman one. 2. to treat
something so that it does not decay � Meat
can be preserved in salt. � Freezing is a
common method of preserving meat.
presidepreside /pr |zad/ (presides, presiding,
presided) verb 1. to be the person in charge
of a meeting or event [~at/over] � The meet-
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ing was held in the town hall, with the may-
or presiding. � The deputy presided in the
absence of the chairperson. � Maureen
usually presides over our book club meet-
ings. 2. to be in power during a particular
period � He presided over a period of rad-
ical change.
presidencypresidency /prezdənsi/ noun the job
of being president � He has been proposed
as a candidate for the presidency.
president

� president /prezd(ə)nt/, President
noun the head of a republic � President
Bush was elected in 2000. � The French
president came on an official visit. (NOTE:
also used as a title before a surname: Pres-
ident Wilson)
presidentialpresidential /�prez |denʃəl/ adj relating
to a president
press

� press /pres/ noun 1. newspapers taken
as a group � The election wasn’t reported
in the British press. � There has been no
mention of the problem in the press. (NOTE:
no plural) 2. journalists and other people
who work for newspapers, or on radio and
TV � Everywhere she went she was fol-
lowed by the press. � Press photographers
were standing outside Number 10. � verb
(presses, pressing, pressed) 1. to push or
squeeze something 2. to iron something �

His jacket needs to be pressed.
press on or forward phrasal verb to con-
tinue � In spite of the weather they
pressed on with the preparations for the
village fair.

press conference

� press conference /pres
�kɒnf(ə)rəns/ noun a meeting where news-
paper, radio and TV reporters are invited to
hear news of a new product or a takeover
bid, or to talk to a famous person
pressing

� pressing /presŋ/ adj urgent, which
needs to be done quickly
press officepress office /pres �ɒfs/ noun an office
in an organisation which is responsible for
relations with the media
press release

� press release /pres r |�li
s/ noun a
sheet giving news about something which
is sent to newspapers and TV and radio sta-
tions
press-uppress-up /pres �p/ noun an exercise
where you lie on the floor and push your-
self up with your arms
pressure

� pressure /preʃə/ noun 1. something
which forces you to do something [~on] �

There’s pressure on the journalist to reveal
his source.Pressure from farmers forced
the minister to change his mind. � to put
pressure on someone to do something to
try to force someone to do something �

They put pressure on the government to
build a new motorway. 2. the force of
something such as air which is pushing or
squeezing � There is not enough pressure
in your tyres. � under pressure feeling
that you are being forced to do something
� He did it under pressure. � We’re under
pressure to agree to a postponement.
pressure group

� pressure group /preʃə (ru
p/ noun
a group of people who try to influence an
organisation, e.g. the government or the lo-
cal town council
prestige

� prestige /pre|sti
�/ noun importance,
e.g. because of high quality or high value
prestigiousprestigious /pre |std�əs/ adj which
brings prestige
presumably

� presumably /pr |zju
məbli/ adv ex-
pressing something that is likely � Presum-
ably this is what she wanted us to do.
presume

� presume /pr |zju
m/ (presumes,
presuming, presumed) verb 1. to suppose
or assume something [~(that)] � I presume
this little bridge is safe for cars? � The jury
has to presume he is innocent until he is
proved guilty. � She is presumed to have
fled to South America. 2. � not or never to
presume to do something not to do some-
thing because it would be rude to do it
(formal ) � I wouldn’t presume to contradict
her – she’s the expert.
presumptionpresumption /pr |z�mpʃən/ noun a
thing which is assumed to be correct � We
are working on the presumption that what
he has said is in fact true.
presumptuouspresumptuous /pr |z�mptʃuəs/ adj
rude or bold
presupposepresuppose /�pri
sə |pəυz/ (presup-
poses, presupposing, presupposed) verb
to depend on something having already
happened
pretencepretence /pr |tens/ noun the act of mak-
ing someone believe something which is
untrue, the action of pretending � They
made a pretence of being interested. � All
this talk about his aristocratic connections
is mere pretence or is just a pretence. � by
false pretences by doing or saying some-
thing to cheat someone � He was sent to
prison for obtaining money by false pre-
tences.
pretend

� pretend /pr |tend/ (pretends, pre-
tending, pretended) verb to make some-
one believe you are something else, so as to
trick them [~(that)] � She pretended she had
flu and phoned to say she was having the
day off. � He got into the house by pretend-
ing to be a telephone engineer.

Intermediate.fm  Page 486  Monday, August 23, 2004 5:36 PM



487 prima donna
pretentiouspretentious /pr|tenʃəs/ adj claiming to
be more important than you are
pretextpretext /pri
tekst/ noun an excuse for
doing something which is not the real rea-
son for doing it
pretty

� pretty /prti/ adj (prettier, prettiest) 1.
a pretty woman or girl has a face that is
quite attractive � Her daughters are very
pretty. (NOTE: Usually pretty is used of
things or girls, not of boys or men.) 2. quite
pleasant to look at � That’s a pretty neck-
lace. � adv fairly (informal) � The patient’s
condition is pretty much the same as it was
yesterday. � I’m pretty sure I’m right. � You
did pretty well, considering it was the first
time you had tried rock-climbing.
prevail

� prevail /pr|vel/ (prevails, prevailing,
prevailed) verb 1. to exist [~upon] � A pos-
itive attitude prevails in the team. 2. to be
widely accepted � A feeling that we were
persuaded by doubtful evidence prevails. 3.
to win or succeed in something 4. � to pre-
vail upon someone to do something to
persuade someone to do something
(formal) � Can I prevail on you to make a
speech?
prevailingprevailing /pr |velŋ/ adj usual, com-
mon
prevailing windprevailing wind /pr |�velŋ wnd/
noun a wind which usually blows from a
certain direction
prevalentprevalent /prevələnt/ adj common, oc-
curring frequently
prevent

� prevent /pr |vent/ (prevents, pre-
venting, prevented) verb to stop some-
thing happening � We must try to prevent
any more flooding.
prevention

� prevention /pr |venʃən/ noun the
process of stopping something from hap-
pening [~of]
previewpreview /pri
vju
/ noun a private show-
ing of a film or exhibition before it is open
to the public
previous

� previous /pri
viəs/ adj happening or
existing at an earlier time � The letter was
sent to my previous address. � The gang of
workers had arrived the previous night and
started work first thing in the morning. � I
had spent the previous day getting to know
my way round the town.
previously

� previously /pri
viəsli/ adv at a time
before � This is my first train trip to Paris
– previously I’ve always gone by plane. �
The arrangements had been made six
weeks previously. � At that time they were
living in New York, and previously had
lived in London.

preyprey /pre/ noun an animal eaten by an-
other animal � Mice and small birds are
the favourite prey of owls.
price

� price /pras/ noun money which you
have to pay to buy something � The price
of petrol is going up. � I don’t want to pay
such a high price for a hotel room. � There
has been a sharp increase in house prices
during the first six months of the year. � to
increase in price to become more expen-
sive
pricelesspriceless /prasləs/ adj 1. extremely
valuable � His priceless collection of
paintings was destroyed in the fire. � This
ring is quite priceless. 2. very funny �
Some of the things she said were absolutely
priceless.
price tag

� price tag /pras t�(/ noun 1. a ticket
with a price written on it � How much is
this shirt? – The price tag has come off it.
2. a price at which something is for sale �
car with a £50,000 price tag
priceypricey /prasi/ (pricier, priciest) adj ex-
pensive (informal)
prickprick /prk/ (pricks, pricking, pricked)
verb to make a very small hole with a sharp
point in the outer layer of something such
as skin � She pricked her finger when she
was picking roses. � Prick the sausages be-
fore you fry them to stop them from burst-
ing.
prickleprickle /prk(ə)l/ noun a sharp point on a
plant or animal
pricklyprickly /prkli/ adj 1. covered with prick-
les � a prickly holly bush � a prickly hedge-
hog 2. (of a person) who takes offence eas-
ily � Be careful what you say to her – she’s
very prickly.
pride

� pride /prad/ noun 1. a pleasure in your
own ability or possessions � He takes great
pride in his garden. 2. a feeling of respect
for yourself that is sometimes too strong,
making you behave wrongly � His pride
would not let him admit that he had made
a mistake.
priest

� priest /pri
st/ noun a person who car-
ries out formal religious duties
priestesspriestess /pri
 |stes/ noun a female
priest in a non-Christian religion
priesthoodpriesthood /pri
sthυd/ noun all priests
considered as a group � The priesthood re-
fused to accept the government’s decree.
prima donnaprima donna /�pri
mə dɒnə/ (plural pri-
ma donnas) noun 1. the main female sing-
er in an opera company 2. a person who
thinks he or she is extremely important and
makes a fuss if things are not done in the
way they want � He’s a real prima donna
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when it comes to choosing flowers for his
office.
primarily

� primarily /pram(ə)rli/ adv mainly,
mostly
primary

� primary /praməri/ adj main, basic �
Our primary concern is the safety of our
passengers.
primary school

� primary school /praməri sku
l/
noun a school for children up to the age of
eleven
primateprimate /pramet/ noun an archbishop
� The Archbishop of Canterbury is the Pri-
mate of all England.
primeprime /pram/ adj most important � The
prime suspect in the case is the dead wom-
an’s husband. � This is a prime example of
what is wrong with this country.
prime ministerprime minister /�pram mnstə/,
Prime Minister noun the head of the gov-
ernment in Britain and other countries �
the Australian Prime Minister or the Prime
Minister of Australia � She cut out the pic-
ture of the Prime Minister from the news-
paper. � The Prime Minister will address
the nation at 6 o’clock tonight. � He was
determined to become prime minister be-
fore the age of 40. (NOTE: Use initial capitals
when you are talking about a particular
prime minister.)
primerprimer /pramə/ noun 1. a special paint
which is put on bare wood before giving
the top coats 2. a book with simple instruc-
tions or that is an introduction to a subject
primevalprimeval /pra |mi
v(ə)l/ adj referring to
the period at the beginning of the world’s
existence � the primeval forest
primitiveprimitive /prmtv/ adj 1. referring to
the very early stages in the development of
something such as a plant or animal �

primitive life forms 2. rough or crude �
They live in a primitive hut in the woods. �
The system is a bit primitive but it works.
primroseprimrose /prmrəυz/ noun a small pale
yellow spring flower
prince

� prince /prns/ noun the son of a king or
queen
princess

� princess /prn |ses/ (plural princess-
es) noun the daughter of a king or queen �
Once upon a time a beautiful princess lived
in a castle by the edge of the forest.
principal

� principal /prnsp(ə)l/ adj most im-
portant � The country’s principal products
are paper and wood. � She played a prin-
cipal role in setting up the organisation. �
noun the head of a school or college � The
principal wants to see you in her office.
(NOTE: Do not confuse with principle.)

principality

principality /�prns |p�lti/ (plural prin-
cipalities) noun a country ruled by a prince
� the Principality of Monaco
principallyprincipally /prnsp(ə)li/ adv mainly
principle

� principle /prnsp(ə)l/ noun 1. a gen-
eral rule [~of/~that] � the principles of nu-
clear physics � It is a principle in our sys-
tem of justice that a person is innocent un-
til he is proved guilty. 2. a personal sense of
what is right � She’s a woman of very
strong principles. � It’s against my princi-
ples to work on a Sunday. (NOTE: do not
confuse with principal) � on principle be-
cause of what you believe � She refuses to
eat meat on principle. � in principle in
agreement with the general rule � I agree
in principle, but we need to discuss some of
the details more thoroughly. � In principle,
the results should be the same every time
you do the experiment.
principledprincipled /prnsp(ə)ld/ adj based or
acting on firmly held moral principles
print

� print /prnt/ verb (prints, printing,
printed) 1. to mark letters or pictures on
paper with a machine, and so produce a
book, leaflet or newspaper etc. � The book
is printed directly from a computer disk. �
We had five hundred copies of the leaflet
printed. 2. to write capital letters or letters
which are not joined together � Print your
name in the space below. � noun 1. letters
printed on a page � I can’t read this book –
the print is too small. 2. a photograph � If
you are not happy with your colour prints,
we can guarantee a full refund.

print out� phrasal verb to print informa-
tion from a computer through a printing
machine � She printed out three copies of
the letter.

printer

� printer /prntə/ noun 1. a person or
company that prints things such as books
and newspapers � The book has gone to the
printer, and we should have copies next
week. 2. a machine for printing documents
printing

� printing /prntŋ/ noun 1. the art,
business and process of printing books,
newspapers, etc. � Errors may have crept
into the text during printing. 2. a number of
copies of a book printed at the same time �
The book was published with a first print-
ing of 5,000 copies. � The second printing
has sold out and a third has been ordered.
printing pressprinting press /prntŋ pres/ noun a
machine for printing books, newspapers,
etc.
printout

� printout /prntaυt/ noun paper print-
ed with information from a computer
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priorprior /praə/ adj 1. previous � The house
can be visited by prior arrangement with
the owner. � I had to refuse her invitation
because I had a prior engagement in Lon-
don. 2. � prior to something before
(formal) � They had left prior to my arrival.
� I received the bill prior to receiving the
goods.
prioritiseprioritise /pra |ɒr|�taz/ (prioritises,
prioritising, prioritised), prioritize verb to
rank things according to importance or ur-
gency
priority

� priority /pra |ɒrti/ (plural priorities)
noun 1. a right to be first � Children have
priority in the waiting list. � to have or
take priority over sth to be more impor-
tant than something and need to be done
first � People with serious injuries have
priority over those with only cuts and
bruises. � to give something top priority
to make something the most important
item � We should give top priority to solv-
ing our own financial problems. � The
President wants us to give the problem top
priority. 2. a thing which has to be done
first � Finding somewhere to stay the night
was our main priority.
prismprism /prz(ə)m/ noun a glass block,
usually with a cross-section shaped like a
triangle, which splits white light up into the
colours of the rainbow
prison

� prison /prz(ə)n/ noun a building
where people are kept when they are being
punished for a crime � The judge sent him
to prison for five years. � His father’s in
prison for burglary. (NOTE: Prison is often
used without the article the.)
prisoner

� prisoner /prz(ə)nə/ noun a person
who is in prison � The prisoners were tak-
en away in a police van.
pristinepristine /prsti
n/ adj fresh like new
privacyprivacy /prvəsi/ noun not being dis-
turbed by other people
private

� private /pravət/ adj 1. which belongs
to one person, and is not available to every-
one � He flew there in his private jet. 2. that
you would not like to discuss with most
people � You have no right to interfere in
my private affairs. � This is a private dis-
cussion between me and my son. � in pri-
vate away from other people � She asked
to see the teacher in private.
private detective

� private detective /�pravət d |

tektv/, private investigator noun a de-
tective who is not part of a police force, and
works for a fee
private enterpriseprivate enterprise /�pravət
entəpraz/ noun businesses that are

owned and run by individuals or groups,
not by the state
private practiceprivate practice /�pravət pr�kts/
noun a doctor’s or dentist’s practice where
the clients pay, as opposed to one which is
part of the National Health Service
private schoolprivate school /pravət sku
l/ noun a
school that is not run by the state and which
the students have to pay to attend. Com-
pare public school, state school
private secretaryprivate secretary /�pravət
sekrt(ə)ri/ noun someone who deals with
an important person’s correspondence and
affairs
privetprivet /prvət/ noun a common shrub
with small green or yellow leaves, used for
garden hedges
privilege

� privilege /prvld�/ noun a favour or
right granted to some people but not to eve-
ryone
privilegedprivileged /prvld�d/ adj who has a
special advantage
prize

� prize /praz/ noun a reward given to
someone who has won a competition � He
won first prize in the music competition. �

He answered all the questions correctly
and claimed the prize. � The prize was
awarded jointly to the young British and
Russian competitors.
propro /prəυ/ noun (informal) 1. a profession-
al sportsperson, actor or musician 2. some-
one who does something very well because
they have been doing it for a long time
proactiveproactive /prəυ|�ktv/ adj working by
starting actions yourself, rather than react-
ing to what other people do
probability

� probability /�prɒbə|blti/ noun the
quality of being probable [~of/~that] �
There is little probability of the work being
finished on time. � The probability is that
there will be no outright winner. � in all
probability very probably � In all proba-
bility they will get married at Easter.
probableprobable /prɒbəb(ə)l/ adj likely � It’s
probable that the ship sank in a storm.
probably

� probably /prɒbəbli/ adv used for say-
ing that something is likely to happen �

We’re probably going to Spain for our hol-
idays. � My father is probably going to re-
tire next year. � Are you going to Spain as
usual this year? – Very probably.
probation

� probation /prə|beʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a le-
gal system for dealing with criminals
where they are not sent to prison provided
that they continue to behave well under the
supervision of a probation officer � She
was put on probation for one year or was
put on one year’s probation. 2. a period
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when a new employee is being tested be-
fore being given a permanent job � on pro-
bation being tested � We are employing
him on three months’ probation. � She
can’t have a pay rise as she is still on pro-
bation.
probationary

probationary /prə |beʃ(ə)n(ə)ri/ adj re-
ferring to a time when a person is on pro-
bation
probation officer

probation officer /prə |beʃ(ə)n �ɒfsə/
noun an official of the social services who
supervises young people on probation
probe

� probe /prəυb/ noun a thorough inves-
tigation [~into] � a police probe into organ-
ised crime � verb (probes, probing,
probed) to examine something deeply [~in-
to] � I don’t want the police to start probing
into my financial affairs. � The surgeon
probed the wound to try to find the bullet.
problem

� problem /prɒbləm/ noun 1. some-
thing or someone that causes difficulty �
We’re having problems with the new com-
puter system. � to pose a problem to be
something that is difficult to change or im-
prove � What to do with truants poses a
problem for the schools. � to solve a prob-
lem to find an answer to a problem � The
police are trying to solve the problem of
how the thieves got into the house. � We
have called in an expert to solve our com-
puter problem. 2. a question in a test, espe-
cially in mathematics � Most of the stu-
dents could do all the problems in the
maths test. � no problem used for giving
an informal agreement to a request
procedure

� procedure /prə |si
d�ə/ noun 1. the
way in which something ought to be car-
ried out � To obtain permission to build a
new house you need to follow the correct
procedure. 2. a medical treatment � a new
procedure for treating burns
proceed

� proceed /prə|si
d/ (proceeds, pro-
ceeding, proceeded) verb 1. to go further
� He proceeded down the High Street to-
wards the river. 2. to do something after
something else [~with] � The students then
proceeded to shout and throw bottles at
passing cars.
proceedings

� proceedings /prə |si
dŋz/ plural
noun a report of what takes place at a meet-
ing � the proceedings of the Archaeologi-
cal Society
proceeds

� proceeds /prəυsi
dz/ plural noun
money which you receive when you sell
something � She sold her house and invest-
ed the proceeds in a little shop. � All the
proceeds of the village fair go to charity.

process

� process1 /prəυ |ses/ noun 1. the meth-
od of making something � a new process
for extracting oil from coal 2. � in the
process of doing something while doing
something � She interrupted me while I
was in the process of writing my report. �

We were in the process of moving to Lon-
don when I had the offer of a job in Austral-
ia. � verb (processes, processing, proc-
essed) 1. to make goods from raw materi-
als � The uranium has to be processed
before it can be used in a nuclear reactor.
2. to deal with a claim or bill in the usual
way � to process an insurance claim � Or-
ders are processed in our warehouse.
process

process2 /prəυ |ses/ (processes,
processing, processed) verb to walk in a
procession � The peers and peeresses
processed into Westminster Abbey.
processionprocession /prə |seʃ(ə)n/ noun a group
of people walking in line, sometimes with
music playing � in procession in a line as
part of a ceremony � The people who have
received their degrees will walk in proces-
sion through the university grounds.
processorprocessor /prəυsesə/ noun 1. a ma-
chine that processes � Mix the ingredients
in a food processor. 2. a computer which
processes information
proclaim

� proclaim /prə |klem/ (proclaims,
proclaiming, proclaimed) verb to make an
official statement in public
proclamationproclamation /�prɒklə |meʃ(ə)n/ noun
an official public statement
procrastinateprocrastinate /prəυ|kr�stnet/ (pro-
crastinates, procrastinating, procrasti-
nated) verb to delay, to postpone some-
thing until later
procureprocure /prə |kjυə/ (procures, procur-
ing, procured) verb (formal ) 1. to obtain
something � Somehow he had managed to
procure the equipment he needed without
anyone knowing. � We need to procure a
map of the area. 2. to arrange for a woman
to provide sexual intercourse for money
prodprod /prɒd/ (prods, prodding, prodded)
verb 1. to poke somebody or something
with a finger or stick � He prodded the pig
with his stick. 2. � to prod someone into
doing something to do something to per-
suade someone to take action � The group
tried to prod the government into action or
into taking some sort of action.
prodigyprodigy /prɒdd�i/ noun a remarkable
person, usually a young person � By the
age of ten he was already a mathematical
prodigy.
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produceproduce1 /prə |dju
s/ (produces, pro-
ducing, produced) verb 1. to show some-
thing or bring something out of e.g. your
pocket � The tax office asked him to pro-
duce the relevant documents. � He pro-
duced a bundle of notes from his inside
pocket. � The factory produces cars and
trucks. 2. to organise a play or film � She is
producing ‘Hamlet’ for the local drama
club. 3. to make something, especially in a
factory � The factory produces cars and
trucks. 4. to give birth to young � Our cat
has produced six kittens. 5. to grow crops �
The region produces enough rice to supply
the needs of the whole country.
produceproduce2 /prɒdju
s/ noun things that
have been grown in a garden or on a farm �
vegetables and other garden produce
(NOTE: Do not confuse with product.)
producer

� producer /prə|dju
sə/ noun a compa-
ny or country which makes or grows some-
thing � an important producer of steel �

The company is a major car producer.
product

� product /prɒd�kt/ noun 1. a thing
which is manufactured � The government
is helping industry to sell more products
abroad. (NOTE: Do not confuse with pro-
duce.) 2. something that happens or exists
as a result of something else [~of] 3. (in
mathematics) a number which is the result
when numbers are multiplied � The prod-
uct of 4 times 10 is 40.
production

� production /prə |d�kʃən/ noun 1. the
making of something � We are trying to
step up production. � Production will prob-
ably be held up by the strike. 2. putting on
a play or film � The film is currently in pro-
duction at Teddington Studios.
production lineproduction line /prə|d�kʃən lan/
noun a system of making a product, where
each item such as a car moves slowly
through the factory with new sections be-
ing added to it as it goes along
productiveproductive /prə|d�ktv/ adj which pro-
duces results
productivityproductivity /�prɒd�k |tvti/ noun the
rate of output, rate of production in a facto-
ry
ProfProf abbr professor � Prof Stanley Ridge
professprofess /prə |fes/ (professes, profess-
ing, professed) verb to declare something
profession

� profession /prə |feʃ(ə)n/ noun work
which needs special training, skill or
knowledge � the legal profession � the
medical profession � the teaching profes-
sion � She is an accountant by profession.
professional

� professional /prə |feʃ(ə)n(ə)l/ adj 1.
relating to a profession � He keeps his pro-

fessional life and his private life complete-
ly separate. 2. expert or skilled � They did
a very professional job in designing the
new office. 3. (of sportsmen) who is paid to
play � a professional footballer � noun an
expert � Don’t try to deal with the problem
yourself – get a professional in.
professionalismprofessionalism /prə |

feʃ(ə)nəlz(ə)m/ noun being an expert,
having skill � People admired the profes-
sionalism with which he dealt with the
problem.
professorprofessor /prə |fesə/ noun 1. the most
senior teacher in a particular subject at a
university � a professor of English � an
economics professor 2. the title taken by
some teachers of music and art � She goes
to Professor Smith for piano lessons.
(NOTE: used as a title before a name: Profes-
sor Smith.)
profferproffer /prɒfə/ (proffers, proffering,
proffered) verb to offer something
proficiencyproficiency /prə |fʃ(ə)nsi/ noun a skill
in doing something
proficientproficient /prə|fʃ(ə)nt/ adj able to do
something very well [~at/in] � I’m not very
proficient at mental arithmetic. � By the
summer I had become reasonably profi-
cient in German.
profile

� profile /prəυfal/ noun 1. a view of
someone’s head, seen from the side � a
photograph showing her in profile 2. � to
keep or maintain a low profile to be quiet,
not to be obvious � It would be better if you
kept a low profile until all the fuss has died
down. � to keep or maintain a high pro-
file to keep yourself in the view of the pub-
lic � A politician needs to keep a high pro-
file. � Advertising helps to maintain the
company’s high profile. 3. a short biogra-
phy of a famous person in a newspaper �

There’s a profile of the Chancellor in the
Sunday paper.
profit

� profit /prɒft/ noun money you gain
from selling something which is more than
the money you paid for it [~from/~on] � All
the profits from the sale of her paintings go
to charity. � We’re unlikely to make a profit
on the house. � The sale produced a good
profit or a handsome profit. � to make a
profit to have more money as a result of a
deal � We aim to make a quick profit. � We
made a large profit when we sold our
house. � It you don’t make a profit you will
soon be out of business. � verb (profits,
profiting, profited) to produce a benefit
[~from] (formal) � These measures will
profit the business in the longer term.
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profit from phrasal verb to gain from
something [~from] � We have profited
from his knowledge and experience.

profitableprofitable /prɒftəb(ə)l/ adj likely to
produce a profit
profoundprofound /prə |faυnd/ adj very serious,
very deep
profuseprofuse /prə |fju
s/ adj abundant, exces-
sive
profusionprofusion /prə |fju
�(ə)n/ noun a very
large quantity � in profusion in large
quantities � There are wild flowers in pro-
fusion in the countryside in early summer.
prognosisprognosis /prɒ(|nəυss/ (plural prog-
noses) noun an opinion of how something,
such as a disease, will develop
program

� program /prəυ(r�m/ noun instruc-
tions given to a computer  � to load a pro-
gram � to run a program � a graphics pro-
gram � a word-processing program � verb
(programs, programming, programmed)
to give instructions to a computer � They
can program the computer to produce
those results for you.
programme

� programme /prəυ(r�m/ noun 1. a
TV or radio show [~on] � We watched a
programme on life in the 17th century. �
There’s a football programme on after the
news. � I want to listen to the phone-in pro-
gramme at 9.15. � There are no good tele-
vision programmes tonight. � The pro-
gramme gives a list of the actors. 2. a paper
in a theatre or at a sports event, which gives
information about the show � verb (pro-
grammes, programming, programmed)
to arrange programmes on TV or radio �
The new chat show is programmed to com-
pete with the gardening programme on the
other channel.
programmer

� programmer /prəυ(r�mə/ noun 1. a
person who programs a computer � The
programmers made a few alterations to
our software. 2. a person who programmes
TV or radio shows � Programmers are al-
ways trying to win audiences from other
channels.
programmingprogramming /prəυ(r�mŋ/ noun the
process of creating computer programs
progressprogress1 /prəυ(res/ noun a movement
forwards � The traffic is still making pretty
slow progress. (NOTE: no plural) � in
progress which is happening or being
done � The meeting is still in progress. �
We still have a lot of work in progress.
progressprogress2 /prəυ |(res/ (progresses,
progressing, progressed) verb to advance
� Work on the new road is progressing
slowly.

progression

� progression /prəυ |(reʃ(ə)n/ noun a
slow change to a better or later stage
progressiveprogressive /prə |(resv/ adj 1. (of
movement) in stages � I have noticed a pro-
gressive improvement in your work. 2. (of
ideas) advanced � They elected a leader
with progressive views on education.
prohibitprohibit /prəυ |hbt/ (prohibits, prohib-
iting, prohibited) verb to say that some-
thing must not be done (NOTE: + prohibi-
tion n)
prohibitiveprohibitive /prəυ|hbtv/ adj so expen-
sive that you cannot afford it
projectproject1 /prɒd�ekt/ noun work planned
by students on their own � She asked her
teacher for some pointers to help her with
her project.
projectproject2 /prə |d�ekt/ (projects, project-
ing, projected) verb to send a picture onto
a screen � The lecturer projected slides of
his visit to the Arctic.
projectileprojectile /prə |d�ektal/ noun a thing
which is thrown, or fired from a gun
projection

� projection /prə |d�ekʃən/ noun 1. a
calculation of something which is forecast
for the future � We have made a projection
of the additional housing needed in this
area by the year 2010. � Computer projec-
tions forecast an easy win for the govern-
ment. 2. a thing which sticks out � She
gashed her arm on a sharp projection of
rock. 3. the action of projecting a picture
onto a screen
projectorprojector /prə|d�ektə/ noun a machine
which sends pictures onto a screen
proliferateproliferate /prə |lfəret/ (proliferates,
proliferating, proliferated) verb to increase
quickly in number (formal)
proliferationproliferation /prə |�lfə|reʃ(ə)n/ noun a
rapid spread
prolificprolific /prə |lfk/ adj 1. producing many
children, fruit or other offspring � Rabbits
are notoriously prolific. 2. producing a lot
of something � He’s a prolific writer of
travel guides.
prologueprologue /prəυlɒ(/ noun 1. a piece spo-
ken as the introduction of a play or poem �
The prologue sets the scene and introduces
the main characters. Compare epilogue 2.
a preliminary event that leads on to some-
thing else � The discussions between For-
eign Ministers are a prologue to the sign-
ing of a full-scale treaty. (NOTE: [all senses]
The US spelling is prolog.)
prolongprolong /prə |lɒŋ/ (prolongs, prolong-
ing, prolonged) verb to make something
longer
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prolonged

prolonged /prə |lɒŋd/ adj lasting for a
long time
prom

prom /prɒm/ noun 1. a promenade � Let’s
go for a stroll along the prom. 2. US a
school dance � They met at the High
School prom.
promenade

promenade /�prɒmə|nɑ
d/ noun a walk-
way built along the side of the sea � We
stood on the promenade and looked out to
sea. � Our hotel was right on the prome-
nade.
prominence

prominence /prɒmnəns/ noun 1. be-
ing important or famous � He first rose to
prominence in the 1960s. 2. � to give
prominence to sth to emphasise some-
thing � The newspapers gave too much
prominence to that part of the speech.
prominent

prominent /prɒmnənt/ adj 1. standing
out, easily seen � She has a very prominent
nose. 2. famous or important � a prominent
trade union leader � They assassinated a
prominent member of the ruling party.
promiscuous

promiscuous /prə |mskjuəs/ adj who
has sexual relations with many people
promise

� promise /prɒms/ noun the act of say-
ing that you will definitely do something
[~to] � my promise to the children to play
with them later � But you made a promise
not to tell anyone else and now you’ve told
my mother! � I’ll pay you back on Friday –
that’s a promise. � to go back on a prom-
ise, to break a promise not to do what you
said you would do � The management went
back on its promise to increase salaries. �

He broke his promise to take her to Mexico
on holiday. � to keep a promise to do what
you said you would do � He says he will
pay next week, but he never keeps his
promises. � She kept her promise to write
to him every day. � verb (promises, prom-
ising, promised) to give your word that
you will definitely do something � They
promised to be back for supper. � You must
promise to bring the computer back when
you have finished with it. � He promised he
would look into the problem. � She prom-
ised the staff an extra week’s holiday but it
never materialised.
promising

� promising /prɒmsŋ/ adj 1. who is
likely to succeed � She’s the most promis-
ing candidate we have interviewed so far.
2. good, and likely to become much better
� The results of the antibiotic have been
very promising. � The economic situation
looks much more promising than it did a
year ago.

promontorypromontory /prɒmənt(ə)ri/ (plural
promontories) noun a piece of high land
jutting out into the sea
promote

� promote /prə |məυt/ (promotes, pro-
moting, promoted) verb 1. to give some-
one a better job � He was promoted from
salesman to sales manager. 2. to make sure
that people know about a product or serv-
ice, by advertising it � There are posters all
over the place promoting the new night
club. 3. to encourage something � The
club’s aim is to promote gardening.
promotion

� promotion /prə |məυʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a
move to a better job � He ruined his chanc-
es of promotion when he argued with the
boss. 2. advertising of a new product �
We’re giving away small bottles of sham-
poo as a promotion.
promotionalpromotional /prə|məυʃ(ə)n(ə)l/ adj
used in an advertising campaign
promptprompt /prɒmpt/ adj done immediately �
Thank you for your prompt reply. � verb
(prompts, prompting, prompted) to tell an
actor words which he or she has forgotten
� He had to be prompted in the middle of a
long speech.
promptly

� promptly /prɒmptli/ adv very soon
after an event, in a way that is helpful or ef-
ficient
proneprone /prəυn/ adj 1. likely to do some-
thing, or likely to be affected by something
such as an illness [~to] � When you’re tired
you are prone to make mistakes. � He’s
prone to chest infections. � My brother is
really accident-prone! 2. lying flat � They
found her lying prone on the floor.
prongprong /prɒŋ/ noun one of the sharp points
of a fork
pronoun

� pronoun /prəυnaυn/ noun a word
used instead of a noun, such as ‘I’, ‘you’,
‘he’, ‘she’ and ‘it’
pronouncepronounce /prə|naυns/ (pronounces,
pronouncing, pronounced) verb 1. to
speak sounds, especially in a particular
way � How do you pronounce ‘Paris’ in
French? 2. to state something officially �
He was pronounced dead on arrival at hos-
pital. � The priest pronounced them man
and wife.
pronouncedpronounced /prə |naυnst/ adj noticea-
ble
pronouncementpronouncement /prə|naυnsmənt/
noun an official or formal statement
pronunciationpronunciation /prə |�n�nsi|eʃ(ə)n/
noun a way of saying words � What’s the
correct pronunciation of ‘controversy’? �
You should try to improve your pronuncia-
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tion by taking lessons from native speak-
ers.
proof

� proof /pru
f/ noun a thing which
proves or which shows that something is
true [~that/~of] � The police have no proof
that he committed the murder.There’s no
real proof of his guilt.
-proof-proof /pru
f/ suffix which prevents some-
thing getting in, getting out or harming � a
soundproof studio
proofreadproofread /pru
fri
d/ (proofreads,
proofreading, proofread) verb to read
proofs and make corrections to them
propprop /prɒp/ noun a support or stick which
holds something up � I used a piece of
wood as a prop to keep the window open.
propagandapropaganda /�prɒpə|(�ndə/ noun the
spreading of false or biased information
about something which you want the pub-
lic to believe
propagatepropagate /prɒpə(et/ (propagates,
propagating, propagated) verb 1. to pro-
duce new plants � I tried to propagate the
plants by taking cuttings. 2. to spread ideas
� It’s a view being propagated by certain
sections of the press. (NOTE: + propagation
n)
propelpropel /prə |pel/ (propels, propelling,
propelled) verb to push something forward
propensitypropensity /prə |pensti/ noun a tenden-
cy to do something
proper

� proper /prɒpə/ adj right and correct;
in the way that things are normally done �

She didn’t put the sugar back into its prop-
er place in the cupboard. � This is the
proper way to use a knife and fork. � The
parcel wasn’t delivered because it didn’t
have the proper address.
properly

� properly /prɒpəli/ adv correctly �

The accident happened because the garage
hadn’t fitted the wheel properly. � The par-
cel wasn’t properly addressed.
proper noun

� proper noun /�prɒpə naυn/, proper
name noun a word which is the name of a
place, a person, a building or a title, etc
property

� property /prɒpəti/ noun 1. something
that belongs to a particular person � The
furniture is the property of the landlord. �
The hotel guests lost all their property in
the fire. � The management is not responsi-
ble for property left in the restaurant. 2.
buildings and land � The family owns prop-
erty in West London. � A lot of industrial
property was damaged in the war. (NOTE:
[all senses] no plural)
prophecyprophecy /prɒfəsi/ noun 1. the practice
of saying what will happen in the future �
He had the gift of prophecy. 2. a thing

which you say will happen in the future �

None of his gloomy prophecies has come
true. � She made a prophecy that they
would be married within a month.
prophesyprophesy /prɒfəsa/ (prophesies,
prophesying, prophesied) verb to say
what will happen in the future
prophetprophet /prɒft/ noun 1. a person who
says what will happen in the future 2. a
great religious leader
propheticprophetic /prə |fetk/ adj which says
what will happen in the future
proponentproponent /prə|pəυnənt/ noun a person
who supports something
proportion

� proportion /prə|pɔ
ʃ(ə)n/ noun a part
of a whole � Only a small proportion of his
income comes from his TV appearances.
proportionalproportional /prə |pɔ
ʃ(ə)n(ə)l/ adj
which is directly related to something �

The amount you get in interest is propor-
tional to the amount invested.
proposal

� proposal /prə |pəυz(ə)l/ noun a plan
which has been suggested [~for] � propos-
als for changes to the rules � The commit-
tee made a proposal to rebuild the club-
house. � His proposal was accepted by the
committee. � She put forward a proposal
but it was rejected.
propose

� propose /prə|pəυz/ (proposes, pro-
posing, proposed) verb to make a sugges-
tion [~that] � I propose that we all go for a
swim.
propositionproposition /�prɒpə|zʃ(ə)n/ noun a
thing which has been proposed � We dis-
cussed the proposition that all people are
equal.The proposition is not very attrac-
tive.
proprietorproprietor /prə |praətə/ noun an owner
proprietypropriety /prə |praəti/ noun correct be-
haviour in society
propulsionpropulsion /prə |p�lʃən/ noun the force
of moving something forward
prosaicprosaic /prəυ |zek/ adj ordinary and
rather dull, not poetic or imaginative or ro-
mantic
proseprose /prəυz/ noun something written in
ordinary language, not poetry
prosecuteprosecute /prɒskju
t/ (prosecutes,
prosecuting, prosecuted) verb to bring
someone to court to answer a criminal
charge � People found stealing from the
shop will be prosecuted.
prosecution

� prosecution /�prɒs|kju
ʃ(ə)n/ noun
1. the process of bringing someone to court
to answer a criminal charge [~for] � He fac-
es prosecution for fraud. 2. the lawyers
who represent the party who brings a
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charge against someone � The costs of the
case will be borne by the prosecution. �
The prosecution argued that the money had
been stolen.
prospectprospect /prɒspekt/ noun a future pos-
sibility � There is no prospect of getting
her to change her mind. � What are the
prospects for peace in the region? � plural
noun prospects future opportunities, espe-
cially in your work � His job prospects are
very good. � What are our prospects of
success in this business deal?
prospectiveprospective /prə |spektv/ adj who or
which may do something in the future
prospectusprospectus /prə|spektəs/ noun a docu-
ment which gives information to attract
customers
prosperprosper /prɒspə/ (prospers, prosper-
ing, prospered) verb to succeed; to be-
come rich
prosperityprosperity /prɒ |sperti/ noun being rich
and successful
prosperousprosperous /prɒsp(ə)rəs/ adj wealthy,
rich
prostituteprostitute /prɒsttju
t/ noun a woman
who receives money for sexual intercourse
prostitutionprostitution /�prɒst |tju
ʃ(ə)n/ noun
the practice of providing sexual inter-
course in return for payment
prostrateprostrate /prɒstret/ adj lying flat on
your face � He was lying prostrate on the
floor. (NOTE: Do not confuse with prostate.)
protagonistprotagonist /prəυ |t�(ənst/ noun the
main character in a story � The protagonist
is a Danish prince.
protect

� protect /prə |tekt/ (protects, protect-
ing, protected) verb to keep someone or
something safe from harm or danger
[~against/~from] � The cover protects the
machine from dust. � The injection is sup-
posed to protect you against the disease.
protectedprotected /prə |tektd/ adj (of species of
animals or plants) classified as being in
danger of extinction
protection

� protection /prə |tekʃən/ noun shelter,
the process of being protected
[~from/~against] � The trees give some pro-
tection from the rain. � The injection gives
some protection against cholera. � The
legislation offers no protection to tempo-
rary workers.
protective

� protective /prə |tektv/ adj who or
which protects
protégéprotégé /prɒtə�e/ noun a person, usu-
ally a young person, who is supported in
artistic work with money or advice, by
someone else

protein

� protein /prəυti
n/ noun a substance in
food such as meat, eggs and nuts which is
one of the elements in food which you need
to keep your body working properly
protestprotest1 /prəυtest/ noun a statement
that you object or disapprove of something
� She resigned as a protest against the
change in government policy. � The new
road went ahead despite the protests of the
local inhabitants. � in protest at showing
that you do not approve of something � The
staff occupied the offices in protest at their
low pay.
protestprotest2 /prə |test/ (protests, protesting,
protested) verb 1. to say or show that you
do not approve of something [~against/at] �
Some of the workers are protesting against
poor working conditions. � After being
stuck in the train for twenty minutes, the
passengers began to protest. 2. to insist
that something is true, when others think it
isn’t � She went to prison still protesting
her innocence.
Protestant

� Protestant /prɒtstənt/ noun a
member of a Christian Church which sepa-
rated from the Catholic Church at the time
of the Reformation
protestationprotestation /�prɒt|steʃ(ə)n/ noun a
strong or firm statement that something is
true
protesterprotester /prə |testə/, protestor noun a
person who protests in a public way about
something they don’t agree with � Several
protesters stood outside the bank’s offices
handing out leaflets.
protocolprotocol /prəυtəkɒl/ noun correct dip-
lomatic behaviour � Diplomatic protocol
dictates which ambassador sits next to the
Queen.
prototypeprototype /prəυtətap/ noun the first
model of a new machine
protractedprotracted /prə |tr�ktd/ adj very
lengthy
protrudeprotrude /prə|tru
d/ (protrudes, pro-
truding, protruded) verb to stick out
protrusionprotrusion /prə |tru
�(ə)n/ noun some-
thing which protrudes
proud

� proud /praυd/ adj showing pleasure in
what you or someone else has done or in
something which belongs to you � We’re
proud of the fact we did it all without help
from anyone else.
proudlyproudly /praυdli/ adv showing that you
are proud of something
prove

� prove /pru
v/ (proves, proving,
proved or proven) verb to show that some-
thing is true [~(that)] � The experiment
proves that light travels in a straight line. �
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The police think he stole the car but they
can’t prove it. � I was determined to prove
him wrong or that he was wrong. � proof
provenproven /pru
v(ə)n/ adj tested and shown
to be correct
proverbproverb /prɒv#
b/ noun a saying which
teaches you something
provide

� provide /prə|vad/ (provides, provid-
ing, provided) verb to supply [~for] � We
provide free travel for all our members. �

Medical help was provided by the Red
Cross. � Our hosts provided us with a car
and driver.
provided provided (that) /prə |vadd ð�t/, pro-
viding /prə |vadŋ/ conj on condition that;
as long as, so long as � It’s nice to go on a
picnic provided it doesn’t rain. � You can
all come to watch the rehearsal providing
you don’t interrupt.
providenceprovidence /prɒvd(ə)ns/ noun a lucky
force which protects you (literary)
providerprovider /prə |vadə/ noun a person who
provides material support for someone or
something, especially a family
province

� province /prɒvns/ noun 1. a large
administrative division of a country � the
provinces of Canada 2. an area of knowl-
edge or of responsibility � That’s not my
province – you’ll have to ask the finance
manager.
provisionprovision /prə |v�(ə)n/ noun 1. the act
of providing something � to make provi-
sion for to see that something is allowed
for in the future � We’ve made provision
for the computer network to be expanded.
� There is no provision for or no provision
has been made for car parking in the plans
for the office block. 2. a condition in a con-
tract
provisional

� provisional /prə|v�(ə)n(ə)l/ adj tem-
porary � A provisional government was set
up by the army.
provisoproviso /prə |vazəυ/ (plural provisos or
provisoes) noun a condition
provocationprovocation /�prɒvə |keʃ(ə)n/ noun the
action of making someone annoyed
provocativeprovocative /prə |vɒkətv/ adj 1. likely
to make someone annoyed � His provoca-
tive remarks did not go down well with the
management. 2. likely to make someone
sexually excited � In some countries it is
considered provocative for women to wear
short skirts.
provokeprovoke /prə |vəυk/ (provokes, provok-
ing, provoked) verb 1. to make someone
angry � She provoked him into throwing a
brick through her front window. 2. to make

a reaction take place � His reply provoked
an angry response from the crowd.
prowprow /praυ/ noun the front end of a boat
prowessprowess /praυes/ noun great skill
prowlprowl /praυl/ verb (prowls, prowling,
prowled) to move about quietly � She
thinks she saw someone prowling about in
the undergrowth. � The police are on the
lookout for looters prowling around the de-
serted town. � noun � on the prowl mov-
ing quietly looking for something � a tiger
on the prowl in the jungle
prowlerprowler /praυlə/ noun a person who
moves about an area looking for an oppor-
tunity to commit a criminal act
proximityproximity /prɒk |smti/ noun the fact of
being close to something
proxyproxy /prɒksi/ (plural proxies) noun 1. a
document which gives someone the power
to act on behalf of someone else � If you
are away from home on voting day, you can
cast your vote by proxy. 2. a person who
acts on behalf of someone else � to act as
a proxy for someone
prudeprude /pru
d/ noun a prudish person
prudentprudent /pru
dənt/ adj showing good
sense and using good judgement � It would
be prudent to consult a lawyer before you
sign the contract.
pruneprune /pru
n/ (prunes, pruning, pruned)
verb 1. to cut back a tree or shrub, to keep
it in good shape � That bush is blocking the
window – it needs pruning. 2. to reduce the
size of something such as expenditure or
parts of a book � We had to prune about
half the text.
prypry /pra/ (pries, prying, pried) verb 1. to
look inquisitively into something [~into] �
She accused the press of prying into her
private life. 2. � to pry something open or
apart US to use force to open or split
something � He pried the lid open.
PSPS /�pi
 es/ noun an additional note at the
end of a letter � Did you read the PS at the
end of the letter? Full form post scriptum
psalmpsalm /sɑ
m/, Psalm noun a religious
poem or song from the Bible
pseudonympseudonym /sju
dənm/ noun a false
or invented name used by an author
psychepsyche /saki/ noun the subconscious
mind
psychiatristpsychiatrist /sa|kaətrst/ noun a per-
son who studies and treats mental disease
psychiatrypsychiatry /sa|kaətri/ noun the study
of mental disease
psychicpsychic /sakk/ adj referring to super-
natural forces � He spends his time investi-
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gating reports of psychic phenomena. �

She must be psychic if she can tell the re-
sult of the lottery in advance.
psychoanalysispsychoanalysis /�sakəυə |n�ləss/
noun a treatment of mental disorder where
a specialist talks to patients and analyses
their condition
psychoanalystpsychoanalyst /�sakəυ|�n(ə)lst/
noun a doctor who is trained in psychoa-
nalysis (NOTE: also shortened to analyst)
psychologist

� psychologist /sa |kɒləd�st/ noun a
person who studies the human mind
psychology

� psychology /sa |kɒləd�i/ noun the
study of the human mind � the psychology
department in the university � She’s taking
a psychology course.
psychopathpsychopath /sakəp�θ/ noun a crimi-
nal who is dangerous and mentally unsta-
ble
psychosispsychosis /sa |kəυss/ (plural psycho-
ses) noun any serious mental disorder in
which someone can no longer tell what is
real
psychosomaticpsychosomatic /�sakəυsə |m�tk/ adj
describing a physical illness that is caused
by a mental problem
psychotherapypsychotherapy /�sakəυ|θerəpi/ noun
a treatment of mental disorders by psycho-
logical methods, as when a psychothera-
pist talks to patients and encourages them
to talk about their problems (NOTE: + psy-
chotherapist n)
psychoticpsychotic /sa|kɒtk/ adj referring to or
experiencing psychosis
pt

� pt abbr pint
PTO

� PTO interj ‘please turn over’, letters
written at the bottom of a page, showing
that there is something written on the other
side
pub

� pub /p�b/ noun a place where you can
buy beer and other alcoholic drinks, and
sometimes meals � I happened to meet him
at the pub. � We had a sandwich and some
beer in the pub.
pubertypuberty /pju
bəti/ noun the time of life
when childhood ends and adolescence and
sexual maturity begin
pubicpubic /pju
bk/ adj referring to the area
around the sexual organs
public

� public /p�blk/ adj relating to the peo-
ple in general � The crown jewels are on
public display in the Tower of London. �
It’s in the public interest that the facts
should be known. � noun people in general
� The public have the right to know what is
going on.

public-address systempublic-address system /�p�blk ə |

dres/ noun full form of PA
publicanpublican /p�blkən/ noun a person who
manages a pub
publication

� publication /�p�bl |keʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
the process of making something public �
The publication of the official figures has
been delayed. 2. a book or newspaper
which has been published � He asked the
library for a list of gardening publications.
public figurepublic figure /�p�blk f(ə/ noun a
well-known person such as an actor or pol-
itician
public holiday

� public holiday /�p�blk hɒlde/
noun a day when most businesses and
banks are closed
publicisepublicise /p�blsaz/ (publicises, pub-
licising, publicised), publicize verb to at-
tract people’s attention to something; to
make publicity for something
publicistpublicist /p�blsst/ noun a person who
attracts people’s attention to something
through advertising
publicity

� publicity /p� |blsti/ noun advertising
which attracts people’s attention to some-
thing � We’re trying to get publicity for our
school play. � The failure of the show was
blamed on bad publicity.
publiclypublicly /p�blkli/ adv in public � The
Prime Minister publicly denied the accusa-
tions.
public schoolpublic school /�p�blk sku
l/ noun 1.
(in Britain) a private fee-paying secondary
school which is not part of the state educa-
tion system � Eton and Winchester are two
famous British public schools. Compare
private school, state school 2. (in the
USA) a school which is paid for by public
taxes � The state has decided to spend
more money on its public school system.
public sectorpublic sector /p�blk �sektə/ noun the
nationalised industries and the civil service
public servicepublic service /p�blk s#
vs/ noun 1.
the practice of working for the state 2. all
government agencies and their personnel �
He’s hoping for a job in the public service.
public transport

� public transport /�p�blk
tr�nspɔ
t/ noun transport such as buses
and trains which can be used by everyone
publish

� publish /p�blʃ/ (publishes, publish-
ing, published) verb 1. to bring out a book
or newspaper for sale � The company pub-
lishes six magazines for the business mar-
ket. � We publish dictionaries for students.
2. to make something publicly known �
The government has not published the fig-
ures yet.
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publisher

� publisher /p�blʃə/ noun a person or
company that produces books or newspa-
pers for sale
publishing

� publishing /p�blʃŋ/ noun the proc-
ess of producing books or newspapers for
sale
pudding

� pudding /pυdŋ/ noun 1. a sweet dish
at the end of the meal � I’ll have ice cream
for my pudding. 2. a sweet cooked food
puddlepuddle /p�d(ə)l/ noun a small pool of
water, e.g. on the ground after it has rained
puffpuff /p�f/ noun a small breath of air or
smoke � He took a puff on his cigarette. �

Little puffs of smoke came out of the chim-
ney. � verb (puffs, puffing, puffed) 1. to
blow � White smoke was puffing out of the
engine. � He sat in a corner, puffing on his
pipe. 2. to breathe with difficulty � He was
puffing and panting and he’d only run fifty
yards.
puffypuffy /p�fi/ adj swollen
pugnaciouspugnacious /p�(|neʃəs/ adj ready to
argue or fight
pukepuke /pju
k/ (pukes, puking, puked),
puke up verb also puke up to bring up
partly digested food into your mouth
(informal) � The baby puked all over the
carpet. � to make someone (want to)
puke to make someone feel angry and up-
set � All these stories about lottery million-
aires make me puke.
pull

� pull /pυl/ (pulls, pulling, pulled) verb
to move something towards you or after
you � Pull the door to open it, don’t push
it. � The truck was pulling a trailer. � She
pulled an envelope out of her bag.

pull down� phrasal verb to knock down
a building
pull off� phrasal verb 1. to take off a
piece of clothing by pulling � He sat
down and pulled off his dirty boots. 2. to
succeed in doing something very good,
especially if it is unexpected � The deal
will be great for the company, if we can
pull it off. 3. to drive off a road and stop
� He pulled off the road and lit a ciga-
rette.
pull out� phrasal verb 1. to take some-
thing out by pulling � They used a rope to
pull the car out of the river. 2. to drive a
car away from the side of the road � He
forgot to signal as he was pulling out. �
Don’t pull out into the main road until
you can see that there is nothing coming.
3. to stop being part of a deal or agree-
ment � Our Australian partners pulled
out at the last moment.
pull over� phrasal verb to drive a car to-

wards the side of the road and stop � The
police car signalled to him to pull over.
pull together� phrasal verb 1. to work
with someone else to achieve something
2. � to pull yourself together to become
more calm � Although he was shocked by
the news he soon pulled himself together.
pull up� phrasal verb 1. to bring some-
thing closer � Pull your chair up to the
window. 2. (of a vehicle) to stop � A car
pulled up and the driver asked me if I
wanted a lift. � He didn’t manage to pull
up in time and ran into the back of the car
in front.

pull-down menupull-down menu /pυl daυn �menju
/
noun a menu which appears as a list on part
of a computer screen
pulleypulley /pυli/ noun apparatus for lifting
heavy weights with a rope that runs round
several wheels
pullover

� pullover /pυləυvə/ noun a piece of
clothing made of wool, which covers the
top part of your body
pulmonarypulmonary /p�lmən(ə)ri/ adj referring
to the lungs
pulppulp /p�lp/ noun a squashy mass � Cook
the apples to a pulp. � If you don’t do as I
say I’ll beat you to a pulp.
pulpitpulpit /pυlpt/ noun the raised platform
in a church where the priest preaches
pulsatepulsate /p�l|set/ (pulsates, pulsating,
pulsated) verb to throb regularly
pulse

� pulse /p�ls/ noun a regular beat of
your heart � The doctor took his pulse. �

Her pulse is very weak.
pulverisepulverise /p�lvəraz/ (pulverises, pul-
verising, pulverised), pulverize verb to
crush something to powder
pummelpummel /p�m(ə)l/ (pummels, pummel-
ling, pummelled) verb to hit something
hard repeatedly
pump

� pump /p�mp/ noun a machine for forc-
ing liquids or air into something � a bicycle
pump � verb (pumps, pumping, pumped)
to force in something such as liquid or air
with a pump � Your back tyre needs pump-
ing up. � The heart pumps blood round the
body.
pumpkinpumpkin /p�mpkn/ noun a large round
orange-coloured vegetable
punpun /p�n/ noun a play with words which
have several different meanings � He made
an awful pun about ‘ploughing on’ with his
book on agriculture.
punch

� punch /p�ntʃ/ noun 1. a blow with the
fist � She landed two punches on his head.
2. a metal tool for making holes � The
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holes in the belt are made with a punch. �

verb (punches, punching, punched) 1. to
hit someone with your fist � He punched
me on the nose. 2. to make holes in some-
thing with a punch � The conductor
punched my ticket.
punchlinepunchline /p�ntʃlan/ noun the last part
of a joke, which is the part that makes you
laugh
punctualpunctual /p�ŋktʃuəl/ adj on time � He
was punctual for his appointment with the
dentist.
punctuatepunctuate /p�ŋktʃuet/ (punctuates,
punctuating, punctuated) verb 1. to inter-
rupt something � Their conversation was
punctuated with long silences. 2. to add
punctuation marks to a text � The sentence
was not punctuated correctly.
punctuationpunctuation /�p�ŋktʃu |eʃ(ə)n/ noun
the practice of dividing up groups of words
using special printed symbols
puncturepuncture /p�ŋktʃə/ noun a hole in a
tyre � I’ve got a puncture in my back tyre.
� verb (punctures, puncturing, punc-
tured) to make a small hole in something �
The tyre had been punctured by a nail.
punditpundit /p�ndt/ noun an expert, espe-
cially in political matters
pungentpungent /p�nd�ənt/ adj 1. with a strong
taste or smell � a particularly pungent type
of goat’s cheese � The pungent odour of
curry came from the kitchen. 2. (of com-
ments) strong and sharp � She reserved her
most pungent criticism for the way we per-
formed the musical numbers.
punish

� punish /p�nʃ/ (punishes, punish-
ing, punished) verb to make someone suf-
fer because of something they have done �
The children must be punished for stealing
apples. � The simplest way to punish them
will be to make them pay for the damage
they caused.
punishablepunishable /p�nʃəb(ə)l/ adj for which
you can be punished
punishingpunishing /p�nʃŋ/ adj exhausting,
which makes you tired
punishment

� punishment /p�nʃmənt/ noun a
treatment given to punish someone [~for] �
As a punishment for your behaviour, you’ll
wash the kitchen floor.
punitivepunitive /pju
ntv/ adj which aims to
punish
punk

� punk /p�ŋk/ noun a person who dress-
es in unconventional clothes, has brightly
coloured hair and pins through parts of the
body
punterpunter /p�ntə/ noun 1. a person who
gambles � Most of the punters had backed

the favourite. � Punters lost thousands
when the favourite fell at the last fence. 2.
a person who uses a service � We have to
keep the punters happy.
punypuny /pju
ni/ (punier, puniest) adj 1.
weak and feeble � The puny body of the
baby piglet. � Their puny efforts were to-
tally unequal to the task. 2. very small �

This year’s pay rise is the puniest we’ve
ever had.
puppup /p�p/ noun the young of certain ani-
mals, especially a young dog or seal � Our
bitch has had pups. � They went out onto
rocky islands looking for seal pups.
pupil

� pupil /pju
p(ə)l/ noun 1. a child at a
school � There are twenty-five pupils in the
class. � The piano teacher thinks she is her
best pupil. 2. a black hole in the central part
of the eye, through which the light passes �
The pupil of the eye grows larger when
there is less light.
puppetpuppet /p�pt/ noun a doll which
moves, used to give a show
puppeteerpuppeteer /�p�p |tə/ noun a person
who gives a performance using puppets
puppy

� puppy /p�pi/ (plural puppies) noun a
young dog � Our dog has had six puppies.
purchase

� purchase /p#
tʃs/ noun something
that has been bought � She had difficulty
getting all her purchases into the car. � to
make a purchase to buy something � We
didn’t make many purchases on our trip to
Oxford Street. � verb (purchases, pur-
chasing, purchased) to buy something �

They purchased their car in France and
brought it back to the UK
purchaserpurchaser /p#
tʃsə/ noun a person
who buys something
pure

� pure /pjυə/ (purer, purest) adj 1. not
spoiled by being mixed with other things or
substances of a lower quality � a bottle of
pure water � a pure silk blouse � a pure
mountain stream 2. total, complete � This
is pure nonsense. � It is pure extortion. � It
is pure spite on his part. � It was by pure
good luck that I happened to find it.
purely

� purely /pjυəli/ adv only, solely � He’s
doing it purely for the money. � This is a
purely educational visit.
purgatorypurgatory /p#
(ət(ə)ri/ noun 1. a place
where some people believe your soul will
suffer temporarily after you die, before en-
tering heaven � Masses were said for the
souls in purgatory. 2. an experience which
makes you suffer � It was sheer purgatory
listening to her singing out of tune.
purgepurge /p#
d�/ (purges, purging, purged)
verb 1. to remove something bad or harm-
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ful from your mind or body � I want you to
purge your minds of any unhappy memo-
ries. � This special diet is designed to
purge the toxins from your body. 2. to re-
move opponents or other unacceptable
people from a group � The activists have
purged the party of moderates or have
purged the moderates from the party. 3. to
make a patient have a bowel movement �
Old-fashioned doctors frequently purged
their patients.
purifypurify /pjυərfa/ (purifies, purifying,
purified) verb to make something or some-
one pure (NOTE: + purification n)
puristpurist /pjυərst/ noun a person who in-
sists that everything has to be done in the
correct way
puritanpuritan /pjυərt(ə)n/ noun a puritanical
person
purity

� purity /pjυərti/ noun the quality of
being pure
purplepurple /p#
p(ə)l/ noun a bluish-red col-
our � adj bluish red
purplishpurplish1 adj similar to purple
purplishpurplish2 adj of a colour that is close to
purple
purportpurport /pə|pɔ
t/ (purports, purporting,
purported) verb to claim something � He
purported to be a friend of the princess.
purpose

� purpose /p#
pəs/ noun an aim or plan
� The purpose of the meeting is to plan the
village fair.
purpose-builtpurpose-built /�p#
pəs blt/ adj made
specially for a purpose
purposefulpurposeful /p#
pəsf(ə)l/ adj with a spe-
cific aim in view
purposelypurposely /p#
pəsli/ adv intentionally
purrpurr /p#
/ noun 1. the noise made by a cat
when pleased � The cat rubbed against my
leg with a loud purr. 2. a steady low noise
made by a machine or engine � the purr of
the boat’s engine � verb (purrs, purring,
purred) 1. (of a cat) to make a noise to
show pleasure � He purrs when you tickle
his stomach. 2. (of an engine) to make a
steady low noise as it operates � We purred
along at seventy miles an hour.
purse

� purse /p#
s/ noun a small bag for car-
rying money � I know I had my purse in my
pocket when I left home. � She put her tick-
et in her purse so that she wouldn’t forget
where it was.
pursue

� pursue /pə |sju
/ (pursues, pursuing,
pursued) verb to go after someone in order
to try to catch him or her (formal) � The po-
lice pursued the stolen car across London.

� The boys fled, pursued by their older
brother.
pursuitpursuit /pə|sju
t/ noun 1. a chase after
someone � in pursuit of looking for � We
set off in pursuit of our friends who had just
left the hotel. � The robbers left in a stolen
car with the police in pursuit. 2. the proc-
ess of trying to find something, or trying to
do something � Her aim in life is the pur-
suit of pleasure. 3. an occupation or pas-
time (dated)
puspus /p�s/ noun a yellow liquid formed in
the body as a reaction to infection
push

� push /pυʃ/ noun the action of making
something move forwards � He gave the
pram a little push and sent it out into the
road. � Can you give the car a push? – It
won’t start. � verb (pushes, pushing,
pushed) to make something move away
from you or in front of you � We’ll have to
push the car to get it to start. � The piano
is too heavy to lift, so we’ll have to push it
into the next room. � Did she fall down the
stairs or was she pushed?

push off� phrasal verb to start on a jour-
ney (informal) � push off! go away!

pushbuttonpushbutton /pυʃb�t(ə)n/ adj operated
by a button which can be pushed � a push-
button timer
pusherpusher /pυʃə/ noun a person who sells
drugs illegally (slang)
pushoverpushover /pυʃ |�əυvə/ noun 1. some-
thing that is easy to do 2. a person who is
easily tricked
pushypushy /pυʃi/ adj always trying to push
yourself forward, trying too hard to
achieve success (informal)
pussyfootpussyfoot /pυsifυt/ (pussyfoots, pus-
syfooting, pussyfooted) verb also pussy-
foot about to be unable to decide what to
do or how to do something (informal) �

Stop pussyfooting about and make your
mind up!
put

� put /pυt/ (puts, putting, put) verb to
place something somewhere � Did you re-
member to put the milk in the fridge? �
Where do you want me to put this book?

put away� phrasal verb to clear things
away
put back� phrasal verb to put something
where it was before
put by phrasal verb to save money
put down� phrasal verb 1. to place
something lower down onto a surface �

He put his suitcase down on the floor be-
side him. 2. to write something down 3. to
charge something � Put that book down
on my account. 4. to let passengers get off
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� The taxi driver put me down outside the
hotel. 5. to make a deposit � to put down
money on a house 6. to kill an animal that
is old or ill, painlessly using drugs � The
cat will have to be put down. 7. to defeat
a group of people who make an attack
against people in authority
put forward� phrasal verb 1. to suggest
something � I put forward several sug-
gestions for plays we might go to see. 2.
to change an arrangement to meet some-
one to a earlier time � Can we put for-
ward the meeting from Thursday to
Wednesday? 3. to change the time on a
clock to a later one � You have to put the
clocks forward by one hour in March.
put in� phrasal verb 1. to place some-
thing inside something � I forgot to put in
my pyjamas when I packed the case. 2. to
fix something such as a system or a large
piece of equipment in place so that it can
be used � The first thing we have to do
with the cottage is to put in central heat-
ing. 3. to do work � She put in three
hours’ overtime work yesterday evening.
4. � to put in for to apply for � She put in
for a job in the accounts department. �

He has put in for a grant to study in Italy.
put off� phrasal verb 1. to arrange for
something to take place later � We have
put the meeting off until next month. 2. to
take someone’s attention so that they
cannot do things properly � Stop making
that strange noise, it’s putting me off my
work. 3. to say something that makes
someone decide not to do something �

He told a story about cows that put me off
my food. � I was going to see the film, but
my brother said something which put me
off.
put on� phrasal verb 1. to place some-
thing on top of something, on a surface �

Put the lid on the saucepan. � He put his
hand on my arm. � Put the suitcases
down on the floor. 2. to dress yourself in
a certain piece of clothing � I put a clean
shirt on before I went to the party. � Put
your gloves on, it’s cold outside. � Put on
your wellies if you’re going out in the
rain. 3. to switch something on � Can
you put the light on, it’s getting dark? �
Put on the kettle and we’ll have some tea.
4. to add something � She has put on a lot
of weight since I saw her last.
put out� phrasal verb 1. to place some-
thing outside � Did you remember to put
the cat out? 2. to stretch out a part of your
body, e.g. your hand or foot � She put out

her hand to stop herself from falling. 3. to
switch something off � He put the light
out and went to bed. 4. � to put out to sea
(of ships) to leave harbour
put through phrasal verb 1. � to put
someone through to someone to con-
nect them on the phone � Peter is out so
I’ll put you through to Simon. � I asked to
speak to the accounts department and
they put me through to sales. 2. to make
someone experience something unpleas-
ant � I don’t want to be put through that
treatment again.
put up� phrasal verb 1. to attach some-
thing to a wall, to attach something high
up � I’ve put up the photos of my family
over my desk. � They are putting up
Christmas decorations all along Regent
Street. 2. to build something � They put
up a wooden shed in their garden. 3. to
lift something up � The gunman told us to
put our hands up. 4. to increase some-
thing, to make something higher � The
shop has put up all its prices by 5%. 5. to
give someone a place to sleep in your
house � They’ve missed the last train,
can you put them up for the night?
put up with� phrasal verb to accept
someone or something unpleasant � I
don’t think I can put up with that noise
any longer.

putridputrid /pju
trd/ adj decayed; which
smells extremely unpleasant
puttputt /p�t/ noun a short shot on a green in
golf � He sank a fifteen-foot putt to win the
game. (NOTE: + putt v)
puttyputty /p�ti/ noun a soft substance which
becomes hard after a time, used especially
for fixing the glass in windows
puzzlepuzzle /p�z(ə)l/ noun 1. a game where
you have to find the answer to a problem �
I can’t do today’s crossword puzzle. 2.
something that is hard to understand � It’s
a puzzle to me why they don’t go to live in
the country. � verb (puzzles, puzzling,
puzzled) to be difficult to understand � It
puzzles me how the robbers managed to get
away.
puzzledpuzzled /p�z(ə)ld/ adj confused, not un-
derstanding something
puzzlingpuzzling /p�z(ə)lŋ/ adj which is diffi-
cult to understand and does not seem rea-
sonable
PVCPVC noun a strong plastic material, used
in floor coverings, water pipes and clothing
pyjamas

� pyjamas /pə|d�ɑ
məz/ plural noun a
light shirt and trousers which you wear in
bed � I bought two pairs of pyjamas in the
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sale. � When fire broke out in the hotel, the
guests ran into the street in their pyjamas.
pylonpylon /palən/ noun a tall metal tower for
carrying electric wires
pyramid

� pyramid /prəmd/ noun a shape with
a square base and four sides rising to meet
at a point

pyrepyre /paə/ noun a large fire which is
burned as part of a ceremony
pythonpython /paθ(ə)n/ noun a large snake
which kills animals by crushing them
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qq /kju
/, Q noun the seventeenth letter of
the alphabet, between P and R
QCQC /�kju
 si
/ noun a senior British barris-
ter. Full form Queen’s Counsel
quackquack /kw�k/ noun 1. a sound made by a
duck � I heard a quack in the reeds. 2. a
bad doctor (disapproving) � I went to see
the quack and he gave me some pills. �
verb (quacks, quacking, quacked) to
make a noise like a duck � We could hear
the ducks quacking on the lake.
quadruplequadruple /kwɒdrυp(ə)l/ (quadruples,
quadrupling, quadrupled) verb to multi-
ply four times � Our profits have quadru-
pled in the last three years.
quagmirequagmire /kw�(maə/ noun 1. an area
of extremely wet ground, where you may
be in danger of sinking or of becoming
stuck � Be careful when you take the path
across the quagmire. � After the rain, the
football pitch was like a quagmire. 2. a sit-
uation which is very complicated � The
project got bogged down in a quagmire of
government restrictions.
quaintquaint /kwent/ adj attractive in a way
which is strange or unusual
quakequake /kwek/ verb (quakes, quaking,
quaked) 1. to shake � The explosion made
the buildings quake. 2. to shake because
you have a strong feeling such as fear or
because you are very cold [~with] � She was
quaking with fear at the thought of going
for an interview. � noun an occasion when
there is a violent shaking of the earth,
caused by volcanic activity or movement
of the Earth’s crust (informal ) � Thousands
of buildings were flattened in the San Fran-
cisco quake of 1906.
qualification

� qualification /�kwɒlf |keʃ(ə)n/
noun 1. something necessary for a job,
such as proof that you have completed a
particular course of study [~for/~in] � Does
she have the right qualifications for the
job?I don’t have any qualifications in com-
puting. 2. something which limits the
meaning of a statement, or shows that you
do not agree with something completely �

I want to add one qualification to the
agreement: if the goods are not delivered
by the 30th of June, then the order will be
cancelled. 3. being successful in a test or
competition which takes you on to the next
stage � She didn’t reach the necessary
standard for qualification.
qualified

� qualified /kwɒlfad/ adj 1. with the
right qualifications � She’s a qualified doc-
tor. 2. not complete, with conditions at-
tached � The committee gave its qualified
approval. � The school fair was only a
qualified success.
qualifier

qualifier /kwɒlfaə/ noun 1. a person
who qualifies in a sports competition �

How many qualifiers were there from the
first round? 2. a round of a sports competi-
tion which qualifies a team to go to the next
round � They won their qualifier and went
through to the semi-final.
qualify

� qualify /kwɒlfa/ (qualifies, qualify-
ing, qualified) verb 1. to study for and ob-
tain a qualification which allows you to do
a certain type of work [~as] � When I first
qualified I worked as a solicitor. � He has
qualified as an engineer. 2. to attach condi-
tions to something � I must qualify the of-
fer by saying that your proposals still have
to be approved by the chairman. 3. to be in
the right position for something, or have
the right to have something [~for] � The
project does not qualify for a government
grant. 4. to pass a test or one section of a
competition and so go on to the next stage
[~for] � She qualified for round two of the
competition.
quality

� quality /kwɒlti/ (plural qualities)
noun 1. how good something is � We want
to measure the air quality in the centre of
town. � There are several high-quality res-
taurants in the West End. (NOTE: no plural)
2. something which is part of a person’s
character � She has many good qualities,
but unfortunately is extremely lazy. � What
qualities do you expect in a good sales-
man?
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quantifierquantifier /kwɒnt |�faə/ noun a word
such as ‘all’ or ‘some’ that shows the range
of things referred to
quantifyquantify /kwɒntfa/ (quantifies, quan-
tifying, quantified) verb to measure some-
thing in quantities
quantity

� quantity /kwɒntti/ (plural quanti-
ties) noun an amount [~of]
quantum leapquantum leap /�kwɒntəm li
p/ noun a
big improvement in knowledge or a big
change, especially to something better
quarantinequarantine /kwɒrənti
n/ noun a period
of time when an animal or a person, usual-
ly coming from another country, has to be
kept apart from others to avoid the risk of
passing on diseases � The animals were put
in quarantine on arrival at the port. (NOTE:
+ quarantine v)
quarrelquarrel /kwɒrəl/ noun an argument � I
think the quarrel was over who was in
charge of the cash desk. � He’s had a quar-
rel with his wife.
quarryquarry /kwɒri/ noun an animal or person
who is being hunted � Gunmen surrounded
the building where the kidnappers were,
but their quarry managed to escape. � verb
(quarries, quarrying, quarried) to dig
stone out of the ground � The stone used to
build the castle was quarried locally.
quartquart /kwɔ
t/ noun a measure of liquid
equal to two pints or one quarter of a gallon
quarter

� quarter /kwɔ
tə/ noun one of four
parts, a fourth, 25% � She cut the pear into
quarters. � The jar is only a quarter empty.
� He paid only a quarter of the normal fare
because he works for the airline.
quarter-final

� quarter-final /�kwɔ
tə fan(ə)l/
noun (in sport) one of four matches in a
competition, in which the person or team
which wins goes into the semi-finals
quarterly

� quarterly /kwɔ
təli/ adj, adv which
happens every three months � a quarterly
payment � There is a quarterly charge for
electricity. � We pay the rent quarterly or
on a quarterly basis. � noun (plural quar-
terlies) a magazine which appears every
three months � He writes for one of the po-
litical quarterlies.
quarters

� quarters /kwɔ
təz/ plural noun places
where people live � When they come off
duty the staff go back to their quarters. � at
close quarters close to, very near � I had
seen her often on TV, but this was the first
time I had seen her at close quarters.
quartetquartet /kwɔ
 |tet/, quartette noun 1.
four musicians playing together � She
plays the cello in a string quartet. 2. a piece
of music for four musicians � a Beethoven

string quartet 3. four people or four things
� A quartet of British archaeologists dis-
covered the tomb. � Have you read his
quartet of novels about Egypt?
quartzquartz /kwɔ
ts/ noun a hard mineral of-
ten found as crystals in rocks and which
makes up the major part of sand
quashquash /kwɒʃ/ (quashes, quashing,
quashed) verb 1. to make a judgment or
ruling no longer valid � The appeal court
quashed the verdict. � He applied for judi-
cial review to quash the order. 2. to make
something end � The government moved
quickly to quash rumours of a split in the
Cabinet.
quaverquaver /kwevə/ (quavers, quavering,
quavered) verb (of voice) to shake slightly
� A quavering voice answered the tele-
phone.
quayquay /ki
/ noun the part of a harbour or
port where boats stop (NOTE: Do not con-
fuse with key.)
queasyqueasy /kwi
zi/ adj feeling sick
queen

� queen /kwi
n/ noun 1. the wife of a
king � King Charles I’s queen was the
daughter of the king of France. 2. a woman
who rules a country � The Queen some-
times lives in Windsor Castle. � Queen Vic-
toria was queen for many years. 3. in the
game of chess, the second most important
piece, after the king � In three moves he
had captured my queen.
queerqueer /kwə/ noun a homosexual man (of-
fensive; unless used by people who are gay)
quellquell /kwel/ (quells, quelling, quelled)
verb 1. to calm a situation in which there is
a lot of noise and fighting � Extra police
were drafted in to quell the disturbances. 2.
to hold back feelings � She tried to quell
her fears about the journey. � It was diffi-
cult to quell a feeling of resentment.
quenchquench /kwentʃ/ (quenches, quench-
ing, quenched) verb � to quench your
thirst to have a drink when you are thirsty
� I expect you would like something to
quench your thirst.
queryquery /kwəri/ (plural queries) noun a
question � She had to answer a mass of
queries about the tax form.
quest

� quest /kwest/ noun a search
question

� question /kwestʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a sen-
tence which needs an answer � The teacher
couldn’t answer the children’s questions. �
Some of the questions in the exam were too
difficult. � The manager refused to answer
questions from journalists about the fire. 2.
a problem or matter � The question is, who
do we appoint to run the shop when we’re
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on holiday? � The main question is that of
cost. � He raised the question of moving to
a less expensive part of town. � verb (ques-
tions, questioning, questioned) to ask
questions � The police questioned the driv-
er for four hours. � in question under dis-
cussion � Please keep to the matter in
question. � it is out of the question it can-
not possibly be done � You cannot borrow
any more money – it’s out of the question.
� It’s out of the question for her to have any
more time off.
questionablequestionable /kwestʃənəb(ə)l/ adj
which is not completely honest or straight-
forward
questioningquestioning /kwestʃ(ə)nŋ/ noun a sit-
uation in which someone is asked a lot of
questions, especially formally or officially,
or an instance of this
question mark

� question mark /kweʃtʃən mɑ
k/
noun a sign (?) used in writing to show that
a question is being asked
questionnaire

� questionnaire /�kwestʃə |neə/ noun
a printed list of questions given to people
to answer, usually questions about what
they like or what they buy
question tagquestion tag /kwestʃ(ə)n t�(/ noun a
short phrase at the end of a statement that
changes it into a question. In English, ex-
amples are the phrases ‘isn’t it?’ and ‘have
you?’
queue

� queue /kju
/ noun a line of people or
things such as cars, waiting one behind the
other for something [~for] � We joined the
queue for tickets at the entrance to the sta-
dium. � There was a queue of people wait-
ing to get into the exhibition. � to form a
queue to stand in line � Please form a
queue to the left of the door. � Queues
formed at ticket offices when the news of
cheap fares became known. � to jump the
queue to go in front of other people stand-
ing in a queue � Are you trying to jump the
queue? – Go to the back! � verb (queueing
or queuing, queued) also queue up to
stand in a line waiting for something [~for]
� We spent hours queuing for tickets.
quibblequibble /kwb(ə)l/ verb (quibbles, quib-
bling, quibbled) to argue about the details
of something which is extremely unimpor-
tant [~about] � They spent hours quibbling
about who should pay the bill. � noun a mi-
nor argument � I have only a few quibbles
about the style, but basically I like the
book.
quichequiche /ki
ʃ/ noun an open pastry case
with a filling of food such as eggs or vege-
tables

quick

� quick /kwk/ adj done with speed or in
a short time � I’m trying to work out the
quickest way to get to the Tower of London.
� We had a quick lunch and then went off
for a walk. � He is much quicker at calcu-
lating than I am. � I am not sure that going
by air to Paris is quicker than taking the
train.
quickenquicken /kwkən/ (quickens, quicken-
ing, quickened) verb 1. to make something
go faster � He quickened his steps as he
neared the house. 2. to make more active,
to become more active � The decision is
bound to quicken racial tensions. � The in-
terest of the public began to quicken as it
came closer to the time for the festival.
quickiequickie /kwki/ noun something which
takes only a short time to deal with, e.g. a
drink or question
quickly

� quickly /kwkli/ adv very fast, with-
out taking much time � He ate his supper
very quickly because he wanted to watch
the match on TV. � The firemen came
quickly when we called 999.
quid

� quid /kwd/ (plural same) noun a pound
(informal)
quiet

� quiet /kwaət/ adj 1. without any
noise � a house in a quiet street � I wish the
children would be quiet. – I’m trying to
work. 2. with no great excitement � We had
a quiet holiday by the sea. � It’s a quiet lit-
tle village. � The hotel is in the quietest
part of the town.
quietenquieten /kwaət(ə)n/ (quietens, quiet-
ening, quietened) verb to make somebody
quiet, to calm somebody down
quietly

� quietly /kwaətli/ adv without mak-
ing any noise � The burglar climbed quiet-
ly up to the window. � She shut the door
quietly behind her.
quiltquilt /kwlt/ noun a thick cover for a bed.
� patchwork
quintessentialquintessential /�kwnt |senʃəl/ adj
which is a perfect example of something
quintetquintet /kwn|tet/, quintette noun 1. five
musicians playing together � She plays the
cello in a string quintet. 2. a piece of music
for five musicians � a Mozart flute quintet
quipquip /kwp/ (quips, quipping, quipped)
verb to make a joke or a clever remark �
‘Hey, big spender!’ she quipped as she saw
him staggering out of the supermarket lad-
en with plastic bags.
quirkquirk /kw#
k/ noun an unusual or strange
thing
quirkyquirky /kw#
ki/ adj strange, unusual
quit

� quit /kwt/ (quits, quitting, quitted or
quit) verb 1. to leave something such as a
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job or a place and not return � When the
boss criticised her, she quit. � I’m fed up
with the office, I’m thinking of quitting. 2.
US to stop doing something � Will you quit
bothering me! � He quit smoking.
quite

� quite /kwat/ adv 1. to some degree �

It’s quite a long play. � She’s quite a good
writer. � The book is quite amusing but I
liked the TV play better. 2. to a great degree
� You’re quite mad to go walking in a
snowstorm. � He’s quite right. � I don’t
quite understand why you want to go Chi-
na. � not quite not completely � The work
is not quite finished yet. � Have you eaten
all the bread? – Not quite.
quiverquiver /kwvə/ (quivers, quivering,
quivered) verb to shake slightly � The dog
watched the snake, quivering with fear. �
The children rushed to the Christmas tree,
quivering with excitement. (NOTE: + quiver
n)
quiz

� quiz /kwz/ noun a game where you are
asked a series of questions � She got all the
questions right in the quiz. � They organ-
ised a general knowledge quiz.

quizzicalquizzical /kwzk(ə)l/ adj showing that
you think something is surprising or funny
quorumquorum /kwɔ
rəm/ noun the number of
people who have to be present at a meeting
to make it official or legal
quotaquota /kwəυtə/ noun 1. a fixed amount
of things that should be supplied or re-
ceived according to official rules 2. an
amount of something that someone has to
do, e.g. a share of work
quotationquotation /kwəυ |teʃ(ə)n/ noun the
words of one person which are repeated by
another person
quotation marksquotation marks /kwəυ |teʃ(ə)n
mɑ
ks/ plural noun printed or written
marks ( ) showing that a quotation starts or
finishes
quote

� quote /kwəυt/ noun a quotation
[~from] � I need some good quotes from his
speech to put into my report. � verb
(quotes, quoting, quoted) to repeat what
someone has said or written  � He started
his speech by quoting lines from Shake-
speare’s ‘Hamlet’.
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rr /ɑ
/, R noun the eighteenth letter of the al-
phabet, between Q and S
rabbirabbi /r�ba/ noun a Jewish religious
leader or teacher (NOTE: also used as a title
before a name: Rabbi Jonathan Sacks)
rabbit

� rabbit /r�bt/ noun a common wild
animal with grey fur, long ears and a short
white tail � The rabbit ran down its hole. �
She keeps a pet rabbit in a cage.
rabbit warrenrabbit warren /r�bt �wɒrən/ noun 1. a
series of underground tunnels where rab-
bits live � There are many rabbit warrens
in the park. 2. an area where there are a lot
of narrow streets � We got lost in the rabbit
warren of old streets behind the market.
rabblerabble /r�b(ə)l/ noun a crowd, a large
violent mass of people
rabiesrabies /rebi
z/ noun a serious disease
which can cause death and which is passed
to humans by infected animals
race

� race /res/ noun a competition to see
which person, animal or vehicle is the fast-
est � She was second in the 200 metres
race. � The bicycle race goes round the
whole country. � verb (races, racing,
raced) 1. to run fast � They saw the bus
coming and raced to the bus stop. � He
snatched some watches from the shop win-
dow and then raced away down the street.
2. to compete in a race � I’ll race you to see
who gets to school first.
racecourse

� racecourse /reskɔ
s/ noun a grass-
covered track where horse races are held
racehorseracehorse /reshɔ
s/ noun a horse bred
and trained especially to run in horse races
race relationsrace relations /�res r|leʃ(ə)nz/ plural
noun relations between different groups of
races in the same country � Race relations
officers have been appointed in some po-
lice forces.
racetrack

� racetrack /restr�k/ noun a track
where races are run
racialracial /reʃ(ə)l/ adj referring to different
races
racing

� racing /resŋ/ noun competitions to
see who is fastest

racismracism /resz(ə)m/ noun the belief that
a group of people are not as good as others
because they are of a different race, and
treating them differently
racistracist /resst/ noun a person who treats
someone differently because of race � He’s
an old racist and you won’t change his
views. � The former regime was full of rac-
ists.
rack

� rack /r�k/ noun a frame for holding
things, e.g. letters, tools or suitcases � He
put the envelope in the letter rack on his
desk.
racket

� racket /r�kt/ noun 1. a light frame
with tight strings, used for hitting the ball
in games � She bought a new tennis racket
at the start of the summer season. � She
asked if she could borrow his badminton
racket for the tournament. 2. a loud noise
(informal) � Stop that racket at once! � The
people next door make a terrible racket
when they’re having a party.
racyracy /resi/ adj (of behaviour) slightly
shocking
radianceradiance /rediəns/ noun the quality of
shining extremely brightly
radiantradiant /rediənt/ adj 1. very happy � a
radiant smile � She looked radiant in her
wedding photos. 2. very bright or shining �
radiant blue 3. (of heat) sent out in the form
of rays
radiateradiate /rediet/ (radiates, radiating,
radiated) verb 1. to send out rays or heat �
The Sun radiates heat. 2. to spread out
from a central point � The paths radiated
from the tree in the centre of the garden. �
The pain can radiate down both arms and
up into the neck and jaw.
radiationradiation /�redi|eʃ(ə)n/ noun the proc-
ess of sending out rays or heat
radiatorradiator /redietə/ noun 1. a metal ob-
ject, usually fixed to a wall, which is filled
with hot water for heating a room � Turn
the radiator down – it’s boiling in here. �

When we arrived at the hotel our room was
cold, so we switched the radiators on. 2. a
metal container filled with cold water for
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preventing a car engine from becoming too
hot � The radiator overheated causing the
car to break down.
radical

� radical /r�dk(ə)l/ noun a member of
a radical party � Two Radicals voted
against the government.
radio

� radio /rediəυ/ noun 1. a method of
sending out and receiving messages using
air waves � They got the news by radio. �

We always listen to BBC radio when we’re
on holiday. 2. a machine which sends out
and receives messages using air waves �

Turn on the radio – it’s time for the weath-
er forecast. � I heard the news on the car
radio. � Please, turn the radio down – I’m
on the phone.
radioactive

� radioactive /�rediəυ |�ktv/ adj (of a
substance) which, as its nucleus breaks up,
gives off energy in the form of radiation
which can pass through other substances
radioactivityradioactivity /�rediəυ�k |tvti/ noun
energy in the form of radiation from radio-
active substances
radiographyradiography /�redi |ɒ(rəfi/ noun the
practice or process of making X-ray photo-
graphs
radishradish /r�dʃ/ noun a small red root veg-
etable, eaten raw in salads
radius

� radius /rediəs/ noun 1. a line from
the centre of a circle to the outside edge �

We were all asked to measure the radius of
the circle. 2. the distance in any direction
from a particular central point � People
within a radius of twenty miles heard the
explosion. � The school accepts children
living within a two-mile radius.
raffle

� raffle /r�f(ə)l/ noun a game where you
buy a ticket with a number on it, in the
hope of winning a prize � She won a bottle
of perfume in a raffle.
raftraft /rɑ
ft/ noun many, a lot of � They had
to answer a raft of questions about govern-
ment policy.
rafterrafter /rɑ
ftə/ noun one of the long
straight pieces of wood which hold up a
roof
ragrag /r�(/ noun a piece of torn cloth � He
used an old oily rag to clean his motorbike.
ragerage /red�/ noun sudden extreme anger �
Her face was red with rage. � to fly into a
rage to get very angry suddenly � When he
phoned her she flew into a rage. � verb
(rages, raging, raged) to be violent � The
storm raged all night.
raggedragged /r�(d/ adj 1. (of clothes) torn �

The old photographs showed poor children
standing in ragged clothes. 2. (of edge of
paper or cloth) not straight � If you’d used

scissors to cut the wrapping paper you
wouldn’t have made the edge all ragged.
raidraid /red/ noun a sudden attack; a sudden
visit by the police � verb (raids, raiding,
raided) to make a sudden attack on a place
� The police raided the club. � We caught
the boys raiding the fridge.
raiderraider /redə/ noun a person who takes
part in a raid
rail

� rail /rel/ noun 1. a straight metal or
wooden bar � The pictures all hang from a
picture rail. � Hold onto the rail as you go
down the stairs. � There is a heated towel
rail in the bathroom. 2. one of two parallel
metal bars on which trains run � Don’t try
to cross the rails – it’s dangerous. 3. the
railway, a system of travel using trains �
Six million commuters travel to work by
rail each day. � We ship all our goods by
rail. � Rail travellers are complaining
about rising fares. � Rail travel is cheaper
than air travel.
railroadrailroad /relrəυd/ noun US same as rail-
way
railway

� railway /relwe/ noun a way of trav-
elling which uses trains to carry passengers
and goods � The railway station is in the
centre of town. � The French railway sys-
tem has high-speed trains to all major cit-
ies.
railway embankmentrailway embankment /�relwe m|

b�ŋkmənt/ noun a raised bank of earth to
carry a railway
rain

� rain /ren/ noun drops of water which
fall from the clouds � The ground is very
dry – we’ve had no rain for days. � Yester-
day we had 3cm of rain or 3cm of rain fell
here yesterday. � If you have to go out in
the rain take an umbrella. � All this rain
will help the plants grow. � verb (rains,
raining, rained) to fall as drops of water
from the clouds � As soon as we sat down
and took out the sandwiches it started to
rain. � Look at the clouds, it’s going to
rain.
rainbowrainbow /renbəυ/ noun a shape like
half a circle which shines with many col-
ours in the sky when it is sunny and raining
at the same time
raincoatraincoat /renkəυt/ noun a coat which
keeps off water, which you wear when it is
raining
raindropraindrop /rendrɒp/ noun a drop of wa-
ter which falls from a cloud
rainfallrainfall /renfɔ
l/ noun the amount of
rain which falls in a place over a certain pe-
riod
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rain forestrain forest /ren �fɒrst/ noun a thick
forest which grows in tropical regions
where there is a lot of rain
rainstormrainstorm /renstɔ
m/ noun a storm
with a lot of rain
rainwaterrainwater /renwɔ
tə/ noun water
which has fallen as rain
raise

� raise /rez/ (raises, raising, raised)
verb 1. to put something in a higher posi-
tion or at a higher level � He picked up the
flag and raised it over his head. � Air fares
will be raised on June 1st. 2. to mention a
subject which could be discussed � No one
raised the subject of politics. � The manag-
er tried to prevent the question of pay being
raised. 3. to obtain money � The hospital is
trying to raise £2m to finance its building
programme. � Where will he raise the mon-
ey from to start up his business? 4. to look
after a child � She was raised by her aunt
in Canada. (NOTE: Do not confuse with raze.
Note also: raises – raising – raised.)
raisinraisin /rez(ə)n/ noun a dried grape
rakerake /rek/ noun the angle of a slope � The
rake of the stage is quite steep. � verb
(rakes, raking, raked) to move a camera or
gun slowly sideways so that it covers a
wide area � From their lookout post they
were able to rake the whole square with
machine-gun fire.

rake in phrasal verb to gather something
together (informal)
rake up phrasal verb 1. to pull dead
leaves together with a rake � She raked
the dead leaves up into a pile. 2. to bring
together � We had difficulty in raking up
the money to buy the house. 3. to bring
back something unpleasant from the past
� The newspapers tried to rake up the old
scandal.

rallyrally /r�li/ (plural rallies) noun a large
meeting of members of a group or political
party � We are holding a rally to protest
against the job cuts.
ramram /r�m/ (rams, ramming, rammed)
verb to move or hammer something down
hard
RAMRAM /r�m/ noun random access memory,
computer memory that allows access to
any part of the memory in any order with-
out having to access the rest of memory
RamadanRamadan /r�məd�n/ noun a Muslim
religious festival, the ninth month of the
Muslim year, during which believers are
not allowed to eat or drink during the day
rambleramble /r�mbəl/ noun a walk for pleas-
ure in the countryside � We’re going for a
ramble through the woods. � verb (ram-

bles, rambling, rambled) 1. to go for a
walk for pleasure in the countryside � We
went rambling last weekend. 2. also ram-
ble on to talk on and on in a confused way
� He has a tendency to ramble, and his
phone calls never last less than half an
hour. � She went rambling on about her
‘boy’, and it wasn’t until later that I real-
ised she was talking about her cat.
rampramp /r�mp/ noun a small curved shape
across the surface of a road � Drive care-
fully – ramps ahead!
rampagerampage /r�mped�/ noun � to go on
the rampage to go about breaking things
or creating a lot of noise and mess � After
their team’s defeat the fans went on the
rampage around the town. � verb (rampag-
es, rampaging, rampaged) also rampage
about to create a lot of mess and noise �
She was rampaging about, throwing books
and pictures all over the place.
rampantrampant /r�mpənt/ adj existing every-
where without being controlled
ramshackleramshackle /r�mʃ�k(ə)l/ adj badly
damaged and falling to pieces
ranran /r�n/ past tense of run
ranchranch /rɑ
ntʃ/ noun (in North or South
America) a farm where horses or cows are
kept, especially in North or South America
� The cowboys returned to the ranch each
evening. � They left the city and bought a
ranch in Colorado.
rancourrancour /r�ŋkə/ noun an angry feeling
against someone or something (NOTE: The
US spelling is rancor.)
randomrandom /r�ndəm/ adj done without any
planning � at random without choosing
carefully � Pick any card at random.
rangrang /r�ŋ/ past tense of ring
range

� range /rend�/ noun 1. a choice or se-
ries of things which are available � We
have a range of holidays at all prices. � I
am looking for something in the £20–£30
price range. 2. a distance which you can
go; a distance over which you can see or
hear � The missile only has a range of 100
km. � The police said the man had been
shot at close range. � The optician told her
that her range of vision would be limited.
3. a series of buildings or mountains in line
� There is a range of outbuildings next to
the farmhouse which can be converted into
holiday cottages. � They looked out at the
vast mountain range from the plane win-
dow. � verb (ranges, ranging, ranged) to
include all things within a range [~from] �
Sizes range from small to extra large.
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� rank /r�ŋk/ noun 1. a position in soci-
ety or in a service such as the army or po-
lice � What rank does he hold in the police
force? � She rose to the rank of captain. 2.
a row of people, especially soldiers � The
soldiers kept rank as they advanced to-
wards the enemy. 3. a row of things � The
room was full of people watching ranks of
computer screens. � verb (ranks, ranking,
ranked) to be placed in order of impor-
tance � Shakespeare ranks among the
greatest world authors. � As an artist he
doesn’t rank as highly as his sister. � the
rank and file ordinary people
rankingranking /r�ŋkŋ/ noun a position in or-
der of importance
rankle

rankle /r�ŋk(ə)l/ (rankles, rankling,
rankled) verb to cause continuing bitter
feelings
ransackransack /r�ns�k/ (ransacks, ransack-
ing, ransacked) verb to cause a lot of dam-
age and mess while searching a place to
find something
ransom

ransom /r�ns(ə)m/ noun money paid to
get back someone who is being held pris-
oner � The daughter of the banker was held
by kidnappers who asked for a ransom of
£1m.
rantrant /r�nt/ (rants, ranting, ranted) verb
to complain or shout loudly
rap

rap /r�p/ noun a form of African Carib-
bean music where the singer speaks words
quickly over a strong beat, improvising as
he or she goes along � The club played rap
all evening. � verb (raps, rapping, rapped)
to sing rap music � Although he couldn’t
play the guitar or the drums he was great
at rapping.
rape

rape /rep/ noun the offence of attacking a
person and forcing them to have sex �
There’s been a dramatic increase in the
number of rapes in this area over the past
year. � He was in court, charged with rape.
rapid

� rapid /r�pd/ adj done very quickly or
happening very quickly � There has been a
rapid rise in property prices this year. �
The rapid change in the weather forced the
yachts to turn for home.
rapidly

� rapidly /r�pdli/ adv quickly
rapist

rapist /repst/ noun a person who has
raped someone
rapperrapper /r�pə/ noun a person who speaks
words to rap music
rapport

rapport /r�|pɔ
/ noun an understanding,
a close connection between two people or
groups

rapturerapture /r�ptʃə/ noun a state of great
happiness or enthusiasm
rare

� rare /reə/ adj not usual or common �

It’s very rare to meet a foreigner who
speaks perfect Chinese. � Experienced
sales staff are rare these days. � The forest
is the habitat of a rare species of frog.
rarely

� rarely /reəli/ adv almost never � I
rarely buy a Sunday newspaper. � He is
rarely in his office on Friday afternoons.
rarityrarity /reərti/ noun 1. the state of being
rare � The rarity of the species means that
it must be protected. 2. a rare thing � Hot
sunny days are a rarity in November. � We
get so few tourists that a coachload of them
is a real rarity.
rashrash /r�ʃ/ noun a mass of red spots on
your skin, which stays for a time and then
disappears � She had a rash on her arms. �
adj done without thinking carefully or sen-
sibly � It was a bit rash of him to suggest
that he would pay for everyone. (NOTE:
rasher – rashest)
rasher

� rasher /r�ʃə/ noun a thin piece of ba-
con
rasprasp /rɑ
sp/ (rasps, rasping, rasped)
verb to make a grating noise � The steel
bolt rasped as he slid it back.
raspberryraspberry /rɑ
zb(ə)ri/ (plural raspber-
ries) noun a rude noise made with the
mouth to show that you think something is
rubbish � Instead of replying, she blew him
a raspberry.
RastafarianRastafarian /�r�stə|feəriən/ noun a
member of an Afro-Caribbean religious
group that considers the former emperor of
Ethiopia, Haile Selassie, to be God
ratrat /r�t/ noun a small furry animal like a
large mouse which has a long tail and can
carry disease � The city’s sewers are full of
rats.
rate

� rate /ret/ noun 1. a number shown as a
proportion of another 2. how frequently
something is done � There has been a
sharp increase in the country’s birth rate �
His heart was beating at a rate of only 59
per minute. 3. a level of payment � He im-
mediately accepted the rate offered. � Be-
fore we discuss the project further, I would
like to talk about the rates of payment. �
Their rate of pay is lower than ours. 4.
speed � At the rate he’s going, he’ll be
there before us. � If you type at a steady
rate of 70 words per minute you’ll finish
copying the text today.
rather

� rather /rɑ
ðə/ adv to a slight degree �
Their house is rather on the small side. �
Her dress is a rather pretty shade of blue.
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ratifyratify /r�tfa/ (ratifies, ratifying, rati-
fied) verb to approve something officially
(NOTE: + ratification n)
ratingrating /retŋ/ noun 1. the act or practice
of giving a score or mark for something �

What rating would you give that film? 2. (in
the navy) an ordinary seaman � The new
commander joined the navy 20 years ago
as a rating.
ratio

� ratio /reʃiəυ/ noun an amount of
something measured in relation to another
amount � the ratio of successes to failures
� Our athletes beat theirs by a ratio of two
to one (2:1).
rationration /r�ʃ(ə)n/ noun an amount of food
or supplies allowed � The rations provided
for the expedition were more than suffi-
cient. � The prisoners had to survive on
meagre rations. � verb (rations, rationing,
rationed) to allow only a certain amount of
food or supplies � Petrol may be rationed
this winter. � During the war we were ra-
tioned to one ounce of cheese per person
per week.
rational

� rational /r�ʃ(ə)n(ə)l/ adj sensible,
based on reason
rationalerationale /�r�ʃə |nɑ
l/ noun a set of rea-
sons for which something is done
rationaliserationalise /r�ʃ(ə)nəlaz/ (rationalis-
es, rationalising, rationalised), rational-
ize verb 1. to find a reason for actions
which do not appear to be rational � He
tried to rationalise what he had done. 2. to
make something such as a system or a busi-
ness work in a more effective way � The
rail company is trying to rationalise its
freight services.
rattlerattle /r�t(ə)l/ (rattles, rattling, rattled)
verb to make a repeated noise like two
pieces of wood hitting each other � The
wind made the windows rattle.

rattle off phrasal verb to say something
very quickly

raucousraucous /rɔ
kəs/ adj loud and unpleas-
ant to listen to � the raucous cries of the
birds � Raucous laughter greeted his ap-
pearance on stage. � A raucous crowd
gathered in front of the palace.
ravageravage /r�vd�/ (ravages, ravaging,
ravaged) verb to damage or to destroy a
place � The countryside had been ravaged
by years of civil war.
raverave /rev/ verb (raves, raving, raved) 1.
to speak in an excited way � He ranted and
raved until someone came to see what was
the matter. 2. to be very enthusiastic about
something � She raves about this little res-
taurant in the West End. � noun a very

large party for young people, with bright
lights, loud music and usually drugs
ravenraven /rev(ə)n/ noun a big black bird
like a very large crow
ravenousravenous /r�v(ə)nəs/ adj very hungry
ravineravine /rə |vi
n/ noun a deep narrow val-
ley
ravishingravishing /r�vʃŋ/ adj very beautiful
raw

� raw /rɔ
/ adj not cooked � Don’t be silly
– you can’t eat raw potatoes! � We had a
salad of raw cabbage and tomatoes. � Su-
shi is a Japanese dish of raw fish. � They
served the meat almost raw.
raw materials

� raw materials /�rɔ
 mə |təriəlz/ plu-
ral noun substances such as wool, wood or
sand which are still in their natural state
and have not yet been made into manufac-
tured goods
rayray /re/ noun a beam of light or heat � A
ray of sunshine hit the window pane and lit
up the gloomy room.
razeraze /rez/ (razes, razing, razed) verb to
destroy a building or a town completely �

The office block will be razed to the ground
to make way for the new road.
razor

� razor /rezə/ noun an instrument with
a very sharp blade for removing hair from
the face or body
razor bladerazor blade /rezə bled/ noun a blade
for a razor, which can be used several times
before being thrown away
Rd

� Rd abbr road � Our address is 1 Cam-
bridge Rd.
rere /ri
/ prep concerning
re-re- /ri
/ prefix again
reach

� reach /ri
tʃ/ noun how far you can
stretch out your hand � Keep the medicine
bottle out of the reach of the children. �
verb (reaches, reaching, reached) 1. to
stretch out your hand to � She reached
across the table and took some meat from
my plate. � He’s quite tall enough to reach
the tool cupboard. � Can you reach me
down the suitcase from the top shelf? 2. to
arrive at a place � We were held up by fog
and only reached home at midnight. � The
plane reaches Hong Kong at midday. � We
wrote to tell her we were coming to visit,
but the letter never reached her. 3. to get to
a certain level � The amount we owe the
bank has reached £100,000.
react

� react /ri |�kt/ (reacts, reacting, react-
ed) verb 1. to do or to say something in re-
sponse to words or an action [~ to] � How
will he react to the news? � When she
heard the rumour she didn’t react at all. 2.
to behave in a particular way as a result of
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something [~to] � How did he react to the
news of her death? � He didn’t react at all
well to the injection. 3. to show opposition
to something [~against] � The farmers re-
acted against the new law by blocking the
roads with their tractors. 4. (of a chemical )
to change chemical composition because
of a substance [~with] � Acids react with
metals.
reaction

� reaction /ri|�kʃən/ noun 1. a thing
done or said as a result of something else
[~to] � His immediate reaction to the news
was to burst into laughter. � There was a
very negative reaction to the proposed
building development. 2. a process of
chemical change � A chemical reaction
takes place when the acid is added.
reactionaryreactionary /ri|�kʃən(ə)ri/ adj ex-
tremely conservative, opposed to any
change � Reactionary elements in the gov-
ernment may try to block the president’s
plan.
read

� read /ri
d/ (reads, reading, read) verb
1. to look at and understand written words
[~about] � We’re reading about the general
election. � She was reading a book when I
saw her. � What are you reading at the mo-
ment? 2. to look at and understand written
music � She can play the piano by ear, but
can’t read music. 3. to understand the
meaning of data from something such as a
computer disk or a piece of electronic
equipment � My PC cannot read these old
disks. � The scanner reads the code on
each product. 4. to speak the words of
something which is written � The chair-
man read a message from the president
during the meeting. � She reads a story to
the children every night. � Can you read
the instructions on the medicine bottle? –
The print is too small for me.

read aloud, read out� phrasal verb to
speak the words you are reading

reader

� reader /ri
də/ noun 1. a person who
reads, especially a person who reads regu-
larly or who reads a particular newspaper
or type of book � a message from the editor
to all our readers � She’s a great reader of
science fiction. 2. a school book to help
children to learn to read � The teacher
handed out the new readers to the class. �
I remember one of my first readers – it was
about pirates.
readershipreadership /ri
dəʃp/ noun all the peo-
ple who regularly read a particular maga-
zine or newspaper, or read the books of a
particular writer � The paper is targeting a
younger readership.

readily

� readily /redli/ adv 1. easily and
quickly � This product is readily available
in most shops. 2. willingly � Is there any-
one readily available to help me this week-
end? � She came readily when I asked her
to help me.
readinessreadiness /redinəs/ noun being ready
or willing
reading

� reading /ri
dŋ/ noun 1. the act of
looking at and understanding written
words � Reading and writing should be
taught early. 2. an occasion when someone
speaks the words of something which is
written � They gave a poetry reading in the
bookshop.
readjustreadjust /�ri
ə |d��st/ (readjusts, read-
justing, readjusted) verb to adjust again
read-outread-out /ri
d aυt/ noun the data pro-
duced by electronic equipment, e.g. a com-
puter, and which you can read or hear
ready

� ready /redi/ (readier, readiest) adj 1.
prepared for something or to do something
[~for] � Hold on – I’ll be ready in two min-
utes. � Are all the children ready for
school? � Why isn’t the coach here? – The
group are all ready to go. 2. available and
suitable to be used or eaten � Don’t sit
down yet – the meal isn’t ready. � Is my dry
cleaning ready yet? 3. willing � She’s al-
ways ready to help in the garden.
ready-madeready-made /�redi med/ adj which is
mass-produced and ready to use
real

� real /rəl/ adj 1. not false or artificial �
Is that watch real gold? � That plastic ap-
ple looks very real or looks just like the real
thing. � He has a real leather case. 2. used
for emphasising something � That car is a
real bargain at £300. � Their little girl is
going to be a real beauty. � Wasps can be a
real problem on picnics. � There’s a real
danger that the shop will be closed. 3.
which exists in the world, not only in
someone’s imagination or in stories � She
believes fairies are real.
real estatereal estate /rəl  |�stet/ noun land or
buildings which are bought or sold
realise

� realise /rəlaz/ (realises, realising,
realised), realize verb 1. to understand
clearly something that you did not under-
stand before � He didn’t realise what he
was letting himself in for when he said he
would paint the house. � We soon realised
we were on the wrong road. � When she
went into the manager’s office she did not
realise she was going to be sacked. 2. to
make something become real � After four
years of hard work, the motor racing team
realised their dream of winning the Grand
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Prix. � By buying a house by the sea he re-
alised his greatest ambition.
realism

� realism /rəlz(ə)m/ noun 1. behav-
iour which faces facts, accepting things as
they are and not trying to change them or
fight against them � My job is to try to
bring some realism to their proposals. �
With the arrival of the new managing di-
rector an air of realism has finally entered
the company. 2. the fact or practice of
showing things in writing or painting as
they really are � He brought piles of sand
and a deckchair into the studio to lend re-
alism to the photos for the holiday bro-
chure. � Realism dominated French paint-
ing in the latter part of the 19th century.
realistrealist /rəlst/ noun 1. a person who ac-
cepts life as it really is, and does not try to
change it or fight it � He told me that he
didn’t believe in love at first sight as he was
a realist. 2. an artist or writer who shows
things as they really are � Realist painters
were popular in the 19th century.
realistic

� realistic /rə|lstk/ adj 1. which looks
as if it is real � These flowers look so real-
istic, I can’t believe they’re made of plastic.
2. accepting life as it really is � Let’s be re-
alistic – you’ll never earn enough money to
buy this house. � I’m just being realistic
when I say that you should reconsider the
offer.
reality

� reality /ri |�lti/ (plural realities) noun
what is real and not imaginary � the grim
realities of life in an industrial town � He
worked hard, and his dreams of wealth
soon became a reality. � in reality in fact �
She always told people she was poor, but in
reality she was worth millions.
really

� really /rəli/ adv 1. in fact � The build-
ing really belongs to my father. 2. used to
show surprise � She’s not really French, is
she? � She doesn’t like apples. – Really,
how strange! � Did you really mean what
you said?
realmrealm /relm/ noun 1. a kingdom, especial-
ly the United Kingdom � defence of the
realm 2. an area of experience � It is quite
within the realms of possibility.
real timereal time /rəl tam/ noun an action of a
computer which takes place at the same
time as the problem it is solving
reapreap /ri
p/ (reaps, reaping, reaped) verb
to cut a grain crop � In September everyone
went to the farm to help reap the corn.
reappearreappear /�ri
ə |pə/ (reappears, reap-
pearing, reappeared) verb to appear again
rearrear /rə/ noun the part at the back � The
rear of the car was damaged in the acci-

dent. � They sat towards the rear of the cin-
ema. � adj at the back � The children sat in
the rear seats in the car. � He wound down
the rear window. � verb (rears, rearing,
reared) 1. to look after animals or children
as they are growing up � They rear horses
on their farm. � They stopped rearing pigs
because of the smell. 2. to rise up, or to lift
something up � A rhino suddenly reared up
out of the long grass. � The walls of the
castle reared up before them. � The spectre
of inflation reared its ugly head.
rearrangerearrange /�ri
ə |rend�/ (rearranges,
rearranging, rearranged) verb 1. to ar-
range something again � She rearranged
the furniture so that the room looked quite
different. 2. to change the time of a meeting
� Can I rearrange my appointment for next
week?
rear-view mirror

rear-view mirror /�rə vju
 mrə/ noun
a mirror in the centre of the front of a car,
so that the driver can see what is behind
him without turning round
reason

� reason /ri
z(ə)n/ noun 1. a thing
which explains why something has hap-
pened [~for/~that] � The airline gave no
reason for the plane’s late arrival. � The
boss asked him for the reason why he was
behind with his work. 2. the ability to make
sensible judgments � She wouldn’t listen to
reason. � verb (reasons, reasoning, rea-
soned) to think or to plan something care-
fully and sensibly [~(that)] � He reasoned
that any work is better than no work, so he
took the job. � If you take the time to reason
it out, you’ll find a solution to the problem.
� it stands to reason it is reasonable � It
stands to reason that he wants to join his
father’s firm. � to see reason to see that
someone’s argument is right or reasonable
� She was going to report her neighbours
to the police, but in the end we got her to
see reason. � within reason to a sensible
degree, in a sensible way � The children
get £5 pocket money each week, and we let
them spend it as they like, within reason. �
for some reason in a way which you can-
not explain � For some reason (or other)
the builders sent us two invoices.
reasonable

� reasonable /ri
z(ə)nəb(ə)l/ adj 1.
sensible � The manager of the shop was
very reasonable when she tried to explain
that she had left her credit cards at home.
2. not expensive � The hotel’s charges are
quite reasonable. � The restaurant offers
good food at reasonable prices.
reasonably

� reasonably /ri
z(ə)nəbli/ adv 1. in a
reasonable way � The meals are very rea-
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sonably priced. � Very reasonably, he
asked for a check on the brakes of the car
before buying it. 2. quite � It is reasonably
easy.
reasonedreasoned /ri
z(ə)nd/ adj carefully
thought out
reasoningreasoning /ri
z(ə)nŋ/ noun opinions,
views, or decisions
reassurereassure /�ri
ə |ʃυə/ (reassures, reas-
suring, reassured) verb to make someone
less afraid or less worried (NOTE: + reas-
surance n)
reassuringreassuring /�ri
ə |ʃυərŋ/ adj which re-
assures, which makes you less worried
rebaterebate /ri
bet/ noun a reduction in the
amount of money to be paid � We are offer-
ing a 10% rebate on selected goods.
rebelrebel1 /reb(ə)l/ noun a person who fights
against a government or against those who
are in authority � The rebels fled to the
mountains after the army captured their
headquarters. � He considers himself
something of a rebel because he wears his
hair in a ponytail.
rebelrebel2 /r |bel/ (rebels, rebelling, re-
belled) verb to fight against someone or
something � The peasants were rebelling
against the king’s men. � The class re-
belled at the idea of doing extra homework.
rebellionrebellion /r |beljən/ noun a fight against
the government, against the people in au-
thority
rebelliousrebellious /r|beljəs/ adj fighting
against authority
rebirthrebirth /ri
 |b#
θ/ noun being born again,
starting again
rebootreboot /ri
|bu
t/ (reboots, rebooting, re-
booted) verb to start a computer again
reboundrebound1 /ri
baυnd/ noun bouncing
back � The rebound was so fast that he
missed the ball altogether. � There was a
rebound in Tokyo share prices yesterday.
reboundrebound2 /r |baυnd/ (rebounds, re-
bounding, rebounded) verb 1. to move
back after hitting something � The ball re-
bounded off the goalpost. 2. to have a bad
effect on you instead of the person the ac-
tion was directed at [~on] � His attacks on
local shopkeepers rebounded on him when
they all voted against him in the elections.
rebuffrebuff /r|b�f/ (rebuffs, rebuffing, re-
buffed) verb to refuse something sharply �
They rebuffed all offers of help. (NOTE: + re-
buff n)
rebuildrebuild /ri
 |bld/ (rebuilds, rebuilding,
rebuilt) verb to build again

rebukerebuke /r |bju
k/ (rebukes, rebuking,
rebuked) verb to criticise someone sharply
� She rebuked the MD for not doing
enough for the shareholders. (NOTE: + re-
buke n)
rebutrebut /r |b�t/ (rebuts, rebutting, rebut-
ted) verb to state that something such as an
argument is not true
recalcitrantrecalcitrant /r |k�lstrənt/ adj deter-
mined not to change your mind, behaving
in a difficult way
recall

� recall1 /ri
kɔ
l/ noun the act of asking
for products to be returned, or the act of or-
dering someone to return � The recall of
the faulty goods caused the manufacturers
some serious 3problems. � The recall of
the ambassador is expected any time now.
recallrecall2 /r |kɔ
l/ (recalls, recalling, re-
called) verb 1. to remember something � I
seem to recall that you promised to do it. �
I don’t recall having met her before. � She
couldn’t recall any details of the accident.
2. (of a manufacturer) to ask for products to
be returned because of possible faults �

They recalled 10,000 washing machines
because of a faulty electrical connection. �
They have recalled all their 2001 models
as there is a fault in the steering. 3. to tell a
government official to come home from a
foreign country � The United States re-
called their representatives after the mili-
tary coup.
recaprecap /ri
 |k�p/ (recaps, recapping, re-
capped) verb to state the main points of
something again
recede

� recede /r |si
d/ (recedes, receding,
receded) verb to go away or to move back
receipt

� receipt /r |si
t/ noun a piece of paper
that shows you have paid for something or
have received something [~for] � We can’t
give you your money back if you don’t have
a receipt. � Would you like a receipt for the
petrol?
receive

� receive /r |si
v/ (receives, receiving,
received) verb 1. to get something which
has been sent � We received a parcel from
the supplier this morning. � We only re-
ceived our tickets the day before we were
due to leave. � The staff have not received
any wages for six months. 2. to meet or to
welcome a visitor � The group was re-
ceived by the mayor.
receiver

� receiver /r|si
və/ noun 1. the part of a
telephone which you hold to your ear and
listen through � He shouted ‘get stuffed!’
and slammed down the receiver. 2. the part
of a radio or television which receives
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broadcast programmes � Our radio receiv-
er picked up your signal quite clearly.
recent

� recent /ri
s(ə)nt/ adj taking place not
very long ago � We will mail you our most
recent catalogue. � The changes are recent
– they were made only last week.
recently

� recently /ri
s(ə)ntli/ adv only a short
time ago � I’ve seen him quite a lot recent-
ly. � They recently decided to move to Aus-
tralia.
receptaclereceptacle /r|septək(ə)l/ noun a con-
tainer
reception

� reception /r |sepʃən/ noun 1. the way
in which people react to something that
happens or to someone who arrives � The
committee gave the proposal a favourable
reception. � The critics gave the play a
warm reception. � The minister had a row-
dy reception at the meeting. 2. the place in
a hotel where guests go when they arrive or
leave, e.g. to get the key to their room �

Let’s meet at reception at 9.00 am tomor-
row. 3. a place in a large building where
visitors go when they arrive and say who
they have come to see � There’s a parcel
waiting for you in reception. 4. a big party
held to welcome special guests � He host-
ed a reception for the prince. 5. the quality
of the sound on a radio or the sound and
picture of a TV broadcast � Perhaps you’d
get better reception if you moved the aeri-
al.
receptionist

� receptionist /r |sepʃənst/ noun a
person in a place such as a hotel or doctor’s
office who meets visitors and answers the
telephone
receptivereceptive /r |septv/ adj 1. interested in
what is being presented 2. willing to accept
an idea or proposal [~to] � The manage-
ment was not at all receptive to the employ-
ee’s suggestions.
recessrecess /r |ses/ noun 1. an alcove or part
of the wall of a room which is set back �

The large stone urn stands in the recess by
the doorway. 2. an official holiday of the
law courts or parliament � The decision
was taken when parliament was in recess.
3. US a recreation period at school � They
had a game during the recess.
recession

� recession /r|seʃ(ə)n/ noun a situa-
tion when a country’s economy is doing
badly
rechargerecharge /ri
|tʃɑ
d�/ (recharges, re-
charging, recharged) verb to put an elec-
tric charge into something again
recipe

� recipe /resəpi/ noun instructions for
cooking food � I copied the recipe for leek

soup from the newspaper. � You can buy
postcards with recipes of local dishes.
recipientrecipient /r |spiənt/ noun a person who
receives something
reciprocalreciprocal /r |sprək(ə)l/ adj which is
done by two people, groups of people or by
such things as countries or companies, to
each other
reciprocatereciprocate /r |sprəket/ (recipro-
cates, reciprocating, reciprocated) verb
to do the same thing to someone in return
for something he or she has done to you
recitalrecital /r|sat(ə)l/ noun a performance of
music by a musician or a small group of
musicians
reciterecite /r |sat/ (recites, reciting, recited)
verb to speak a poem or other piece of writ-
ing aloud in public (NOTE: + recitation n)
recklessreckless /rekləs/ adj risky or done with-
out thinking
reckon

� reckon /rekən/ (reckons, reckoning,
reckoned) verb 1. to calculate, or to esti-
mate [~(that)] � We reckon we’ll be there
before lunch. � I reckon the costs to be
about £25,000. 2. to think [~(that)] � I reck-
on we should have stayed at home.
reckoningreckoning /rekənŋ/ noun a calculation
reclaimreclaim /r |klem/ (reclaims, reclaiming,
reclaimed) verb 1. to claim something
which you owned before � After he
stopped paying the hire purchase instal-
ments, the finance company tried to re-
claim his car. � His car was towed away
and he had to go to the pound to reclaim it.
(NOTE: also claim back in this sense) 2. to
take land, such as a marsh or waste sites,
and make it suitable for use � They re-
claimed a whole stretch of land along the
banks of the river. � The airport was built
on reclaimed land in the bay.
reclinerecline /r |klan/ (reclines, reclining, re-
clined) verb 1. to lie back � She reclined on
the sofa and closed her eyes. 2. to make
something lie further back � If you feel
tired during the plane journey, recline your
seat and try to sleep.
recluserecluse /r |klu
s/ noun a person who
lives all alone and does not see anyone else
recognisablerecognisable /rekə(nazəb(ə)l/ adj
who can be recognised
recognise

� recognise /rekə(naz/ (recognises,
recognising, recognised), recognize verb
1. to know someone or something because
you have seen him or her or it before �
He’d changed so much since I last saw him
that I hardly recognised him. � He didn’t
recognise his father’s voice over the phone.
� Do you recognise the handwriting on the
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letter? 2. to admit something that has gone
wrong or is bad � I recognise that we
should have acted earlier. 3. to approve of
something or someone officially � The lan-
guage school has been recognised by the
Ministry of Education. � She is recognised
as an expert in the field of genetics. 4. to
express praise for something which has
been done � They recognised her years of
service.
recognition

� recognition /�rekə( |nʃ(ə)n/ noun
the fact that someone recognises or ac-
knowledges something [~of] � In recogni-
tion of his services he was given a watch.
recoilrecoil /ri
kɔl/ (recoils, recoiling, re-
coiled) verb 1. to move backwards sudden-
ly � The gun recoils at least two metres af-
ter being fired. 2. to move away quickly
from something unpleasant � When she
saw the dead dog in the road she recoiled
in disgust. 3. to feel strongly that some-
thing is unpleasant and want to avoid it �

He recoiled from carrying out the captain’s
orders.
recollectrecollect /�rekə |lekt/ (recollects, recol-
lecting, recollected) verb to remember
something from the past
recollectionrecollection /�rekə |lekʃən/ noun re-
membering something from the past
recommend

� recommend /�rekə |mend/ (recom-
mends, recommending, recommended)
verb 1. to tell someone that it would be
good to do something [~(that)] � I would
recommend that you talk to the bank man-
ager. � This restaurant was recommended
by a friend. 2. to praise something or some-
one � She was highly recommended by her
boss. � I certainly would not recommend
Miss Smith for the job. � Can you recom-
mend a good hotel in Amsterdam?
recommendation

� recommendation /�rekəmen |

deʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. advice � My recommen-
dation is that you shouldn’t sign the con-
tract. � He’s staying in bed at the doctor’s
recommendation. 2. giving praise
recompenserecompense /rekəmpens/ (recom-
penses, recompensing, recompensed)
verb to give compensation, payment or re-
ward to someone or for something
reconcilereconcile /rekənsal/ (reconciles, rec-
onciling, reconciled) verb 1. to make two
different things agree � We can’t reconcile
her story with the facts we already knew. 2.
� to reconcile yourself to something to
accept something that you do not like � She
seems reconciled to staying at home and
looking after her mother. 3. � to reconcile
someone with someone else to make two

people become friendly � Social workers
managed to reconcile him with his family.
reconciliation

reconciliation /�rekənsli |eʃ(ə)n/
noun 1. the bringing together of two people
to become friends again � Do you think a
reconciliation is at all possible between the
two brothers? 2. making two accounts
agree � The reconciliation of the accounts
may take a long time.
reconnaissance

reconnaissance /r|kɒns(ə)ns/ noun
a survey of enemy territory to get military
information
reconsider

reconsider /�ri
kən |sdə/ (reconsiders,
reconsidering, reconsidered) verb to
think something over again
reconstitute

reconstitute /ri
 |kɒnsttju
t/ (recon-
stitutes, reconstituting, reconstituted)
verb to form something again as it was be-
fore
reconstruct

reconstruct /�ri
kən|str�kt/ (recon-
structs, reconstructing, reconstructed)
verb 1. to construct something again � The
centre of the town was reconstructed using
old photographs. 2. to work out how a
crime must have been committed by taking
all the known facts and using actors to play
the parts of the people involved � The po-
lice are trying to reconstruct the crime, in
the hope that it will produce new evidence.
reconstruction

� reconstruction /�ri
kən|str�kʃən/
noun 1. the act of reconstructing, of build-
ing again � the economic reconstruction of
the area after the earthquake � They’re
planning the reconstruction of the old for-
tress as a tourist attraction. 2. a thing re-
constructed � This is not the original build-
ing, it’s a modern reconstruction. 3. work-
ing out how a crime must have been
committed by examining all known facts
and using an actor to play the part of the
victim, etc. � The police are hoping that
the reconstruction of the crime will jog
people’s memories.
record

record1 /rekɔ
d/ noun 1. a success in
sport which is better than any other � She
holds the world record for the 100 metres.
� He broke the world record or he set up a
new world record at the last Olympics. �

The college team is trying to set a new
record for eating tins of beans. 2. written
evidence of something which has hap-
pened � We have no record of the sale. 3. a
flat round piece of usually black plastic on
which sound is stored � She bought me an
old Elvis Presley record for Christmas. �

Burglars broke into his flat and stole his
record collection. � off the record in pri-
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vate and not to be made public � She spoke
off the record about her marriage.
recordrecord2 /r |kɔ
d/ (records, recording,
recorded) verb 1. to report something or to
make a note of something � First, I have to
record the sales, then I’ll post the parcels.
2. to put sounds or images onto something
such as a film, tape or disc � The police re-
corded the whole conversation on a hidden
tape-recorder. � This song has been badly
recorded.
record-breakingrecord-breaking /rekɔ
d �brekŋ/ adj
which breaks records
recorderrecorder /r |kɔ
də/ noun 1. an instru-
ment which records sound � My tape re-
corder doesn’t work, so I can’t record the
concert. 2. a musical instrument that you
play by blowing � Like most children, I
learnt to play the recorder at school.
recording

� recording /r |kɔ
dŋ/ noun 1. the ac-
tion of putting sounds or images onto
something such as a film, tape or disc � the
recording of a video � The recording ses-
sion starts at 3pm. 2. music or speech
which has been recorded � Did you know
there was a new recording of the concerto?
recountrecount1 /ri
kaυnt/ noun the act of
counting again, especially counting votes
again � The vote was very close, so the los-
er asked for a recount. � After three re-
counts Edward Jones was declared the
winner by eleven votes.
recountrecount2 /r |kaυnt/ (recounts, recount-
ing, recounted) verb to tell a story � He re-
counted his story to the police.
recountrecount3 /ri
 |kaυnt/ (recounts, recount-
ing, recounted) verb to count something
again � All the votes had to be recounted.
recover

� recover1 /r |k�və/ (recovers, recov-
ering, recovered) verb to get back some-
thing which has been lost or stolen � You
must work much harder if you want to re-
cover the money you invested in your busi-
ness. � She’s trying to recover damages
from the driver of the car.
recoverrecover2 /ri
 |k�və/ (recovers, recover-
ing, recovered) verb to put a new cover on
a piece of furniture � Instead of buying a
new chair, I had the old one recovered.
recovery

� recovery /r |k�v(ə)ri/ noun 1. the fact
that someone gets well again after being ill
[~from] � her recovery from a knee injury �
She made a quick recovery and is now back
at work. 2. getting back something which
has been lost or stolen [~of] � The TV pro-
gramme led to the recovery of all the stolen
goods. � We are aiming for the complete
recovery of the money invested.

re-createre-create /�ri
kri |et/ verb to make some-
thing that used to exist appear or happen
again in a similar way
recreationrecreation1 /�rekri|eʃ(ə)n/ noun enjoy-
able activities that people do for fun � The
park is used for sport and recreation. � The
survey shows that fishing and gardening
are people’s favourite recreations.
recreationrecreation2 /�ri
kri |eʃ(ə)n/ noun creat-
ing again � We have been given a grant to
help pay for the recreation of the 19th-cen-
tury flower garden.
recriminationrecrimination /r|�krm |neʃ(ə)n/ noun
blaming someone else for something
recruitrecruit /r|kru
t/ noun a new soldier or a
new member of staff or member of a club �
Recruits are not allowed in the officers’
mess. � The club needs new recruits. � verb
(recruits, recruiting, recruited) to encour-
age someone to join the army, a company
or a club � They have sent teams to univer-
sities to recruit new graduates. (NOTE: + re-
cruitment n)
rectanglerectangle /rekt�ŋ(əl/ noun a shape
with four sides and right angles at the cor-
ners, with two long sides and two short
sides
rectifyrectify /rektfa/ (rectifies, rectifying,
rectified) verb to correct something
rectumrectum /rektəm/ noun the end part of the
large intestine leading from the colon to
the anus
recuperaterecuperate /r |ku
pəret/ (recuperates,
recuperating, recuperated) verb to get
better after an illness (NOTE: + recupera-
tion n)
recur

� recur /r|k#
/ (recurs, recurring, re-
curred) verb to happen again
recyclerecycle /ri
 |sak(ə)l/ (recycles, recy-
cling, recycled) verb to process waste ma-
terial so that it can be used again
red

� red /red/ adj (redder, reddest) coloured
like the colour of blood � She turned bright
red when we asked her what had happened
to the money. � Don’t start yet – the traffic
lights are still red. � noun a colour like the
colour of blood � I would like a darker red
for the door.
red cardred card /red kɑ
d/ noun a card dis-
played by the referee when dismissing a
player for doing something against the
rules
redcurrantredcurrant /red |k�rənt/ noun a garden
fruit in the form of little red berries � a jar
of redcurrant jelly � The redcurrants need
more sugar – they’re very sour.
reddenredden /red(ə)n/ (reddens, reddening,
reddened) verb 1. to become red � The
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trees stood out dark against the reddening
evening sky. � His eyes were reddened from
lack of sleep. 2. to go red in the face be-
cause you are ashamed or embarrassed �
She reddened slightly as he gave her a kiss.
reddishreddish /redʃ/ adj of a colour that is
close to red
redeemredeem /r |di
m/ (redeems, redeeming,
redeemed) verb to make something better
than it seemed to be at first � The playing
by the orchestra was redeemed by the sing-
ing of the soprano and tenor. � to redeem
yourself to do something good to remove
the bad effect of something you did previ-
ously
redemptionredemption /r |dempʃən/ noun 1. the
action of redeeming a debt � The bond is
due for redemption. 2. being saved from sin
redeployredeploy /�ri
d|plɔ/ (redeploys, rede-
ploying, redeployed) verb to use people or
equipment in a different area or for a differ-
ent activity
redevelopredevelop /�ri
d|veləp/ (redevelops,
redeveloping, redeveloped) verb to im-
prove a run down area by renovating old
buildings and building new ones
red-handedred-handed /red h�ndd/ adj in the act
of committing a crime
redheadredhead /redhed/ noun a person with
red hair
red herringred herring /red herŋ/ noun a piece of
information which is not important, and is
given to someone to distract attention from
what is really important
red hot

� red hot /red hɒt/ adj very hot � Watch
out – that pan is red hot!
redialredial /ri
 |daəl/ (redials, redialling, redi-
alled) verb to dial a number on a telephone
again
redirectredirect /�ri
da |rekt/ (redirects, redi-
recting, redirected) verb 1. to send a letter
on to another address or a phone call to an-
other number � We have asked the post of-
fice to redirect all our mail when we are
away. � Phone calls can be redirected to
our office number. � He redirected the
email to his boss. 2. to use something in an-
other way � We are trying to get him to re-
direct his energy towards some more con-
structive work.
redistributeredistribute /�ri
d |strbju
t/ (redistrib-
utes, redistributing, redistributed) verb to
share something out again in a different
way
red meatred meat /red mi
t/ noun meat such as
lamb or beef which is red in colour before
it is cooked

redoredo /ri
 |du
/ (redoes, redoing, redid, re-
done) verb to do something again
redressredress /r |dres/ (redresses, redress-
ing, redressed) verb to correct something
or to compensate � They plan to redress the
wrongs of society by taxing the rich. (NOTE:
+ redress n) � to redress the balance to
make something fair again � Last year I
gave my daughter some money, so this year
I’ll give the same amount to my son to re-
dress the balance.
red tape

� red tape /�red tep/ noun official pa-
perwork which takes a long time to com-
plete (informal)
reduce

� reduce /r|dju
s/ (reduces, reducing,
reduced) verb to make something smaller
or less � The police are fighting to reduce
traffic accidents. � Prices have been re-
duced by 15 per cent. � I’d like to reduce
the size of the photograph so that we can
use it as a Christmas card.
reduction

� reduction /r|d�kʃən/ noun the act of
making something smaller in size or
number � Price reductions start on 1st Au-
gust. � The company was forced to make
job reductions.
redundancy

� redundancy /r|d�ndənsi/ noun be-
ing no longer employed, because the job is
no longer needed
redundant

� redundant /r |d�ndənt/ adj not need-
ed � to be made redundant to lose your
job because you are not needed any more �
Five employees were made redundant this
week. � My son thinks he’ll be made redun-
dant, so he’s already looking for another
job.
redwoodredwood /redwυd/ noun a very tall con-
ifer which grows on the West Coast of the
United States
reedreed /ri
d/ noun a thin piece of wood or
metal inside a musical instrument, which
vibrates when you blow on it (NOTE: Do not
confuse with read.)
reef

� reef /ri
f/ noun a long line of rocks just
above or below the surface of the sea � The
yacht hit a reef and sank. � The Great Bar-
rier Reef is a reef off the north-east coast of
Australia.
reekreek /ri
k/ (reeks, reeking, reeked) verb
to smell strongly of something (NOTE: +
reek n)
reelreel /ri
l/ (reels, reeling, reeled) verb to
stagger

reel in phrasal verb to pull in a line round
a reel
reel off� phrasal verb to give a list of
names or figures rapidly
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re-electre-elect /�ri
 |lekt/ verb to elect someone
again
refref /ref/ noun 1. same as referee � Come
on ref – that was a foul! 2. same as refer-
ence
refer

� refer /r |f#
/ (refers, referring, re-
ferred) verb 1. to be about something or
someone � Do you think he was referring
to me when he said some staff would have
to leave? 2. to look into something for in-
formation � He referred to his diary to see
if he had a free afternoon. 3. to pass a prob-
lem to someone to decide � We have re-
ferred your complaint to our head office. �
He was referred to an ear specialist by his
GP.
referee

� referee /�refə |ri
/ noun (in sports) a
person who makes sure that a game is
played according to the rules � When fight-
ing broke out between the players, the ref-
eree stopped the match. � The referee sent
several players off.
reference

� reference /ref(ə)rəns/ noun an act of
mentioning something or someone [~to] �
She made a reference to her brother-in-
law. � The report made no reference to the
bank. � with reference to concerning
something � With reference to your letter
of May 25th.
reference bookreference book /ref(ə)rəns bυk/ noun
a book, such as a dictionary or an encyclo-
pedia, where you can look for information
referendumreferendum /�refə|rendəm/ (plural ref-
erendums or referenda) noun a vote where
all the people of a country are asked to vote
on a single question
refillrefill1 /ri
 |fl/ (refills, refilling, refilled)
verb to fill a container that has become
empty � The waiter refilled our glasses. �
We stopped twice to refill the car on the
way to Scotland.
refillrefill2 /ri
fl/ noun another amount of a
drink that you have finished � Your glass is
empty – can I get you a refill?
refinerefine /r |fan/ (refines, refining, re-
fined) verb 1. to make something more
pure � Juice from sugar cane is refined by
boiling. 2. to make something better � The
process needs to be further refined before
we can introduce it nationally. � The com-
pany needs to refine its sales techniques.
refinedrefined /r |fand/ adj 1. which has been
made pure � white refined sugar 2. very el-
egant and polite � In refined society, you
don’t slurp your soup.
refinementrefinement /r|fanmənt/ noun 1. ele-
gance � The drawing room of the old house
gives an idea of the refinement of life in the

18th century. 2. improvement � The latest
model has various refinements which the
earlier models lacked. � This is a refine-
ment of our previous word-processing pro-
gram.
refineryrefinery /r |fanəri/ (plural refineries)
noun a plant where a raw material, such as
ore, oil or sugar is processed to remove im-
purities
reflect

� reflect /r |flekt/ (reflects, reflecting,
reflected) verb to send back light, heat or
an image of something [~off] � a picture of
snow-capped mountains reflected in a
clear blue lake � The light reflected off the
top of the car. � White surfaces reflect light
better than dark ones.
reflectivereflective /r|flektv/ adj 1. thoughtful �
The poem was written when the poet was in
a reflective mood. 2. which reflects � Cy-
clists should wear reflective armbands
when cycling in the dark.
reflectorreflector /r |flektə/ noun apparatus
which reflects
reflexreflex /ri
fleks/ noun an automatic reac-
tion to something � The doctor tested his
reflexes by tapping on his knee with a little
hammer. � By stopping the car when the
little girl ran into the road she showed how
good her reflexes were.
reflexivereflexive /r |fleksv/ adj (in grammar) a
verb or pronoun which refers back to the
subject
reflexive verbreflexive verb /r|fleksv v#
b/ noun a
transitive verb whose subject and object
both refer to the same person or thing
reflexologyreflexology /�ri
flek |sɒləd�i/ noun a
treatment to relieve tension by massaging
the soles of the feet and toes to stimulate
the nerves and increase the blood supply
reform

� reform /r |fɔ
m/ noun the act of chang-
ing something to make it better [~to/~of] �
The government is planning a series of re-
forms to the benefit system.the reform of
the armed forces � verb (reforms, reform-
ing, reformed) 1. to change something in
order to make it better � They want to re-
form the educational system. 2. to stop
committing crimes, or to stop having bad
habits and to become good � After her time
in prison she became a reformed character.
� He used to drink a lot, but since he got
married he has reformed.
reformerreformer /r|fɔ
mə/ noun a person who
tries to make something better
refrainrefrain /r |fren/ verb to keep yourself
from doing something [~from] (formal) �
Please refrain from smoking during dinner.
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� We must ask everyone to refrain from ap-
plauding until the signal is given.
refreshrefresh /r|freʃ/ (refreshes, refreshing,
refreshed) verb 1. to make fresh again � A
coat of paint will refresh the room. 2. to
make someone less tired � After a good
night’s sleep she felt refreshed. � to re-
fresh yourself to do something to make
yourself less tired � I need a drink to re-
fresh myself before the second half.
refreshingrefreshing /r |freʃŋ/ adj something
which is refreshing makes you feel fresh or
full of energy again � I had a refreshing
drink of cold water. � A refreshing shower
of rain cooled the air.
refreshments

� refreshments /r|freʃmənts/ plural
noun food and drink � Light refreshments
will be served after the concert. � Refresh-
ments are being offered in a tent on the
lawn.
refrigeraterefrigerate /r|frd�əret/ (refrigerates,
refrigerating, refrigerated) verb to keep
food cold so that it will not go bad
refrigerator

� refrigerator /r|frd�əretə/ noun an
electrical machine used in the kitchen for
keeping food and drink cold � There’s
some orange juice in the refrigerator.
(NOTE: often called a fridge)
refuel

refuel /ri
 |fju
əl/ (refuels, refuelling, re-
fuelled) verb to put more fuel into a ship,
plane, car or other vehicle
refuge

� refuge /refju
d�/ noun � to take ref-
uge to shelter � When the tornado ap-
proached, they took refuge in the cellar. �
We took refuge from the rain under a cov-
ered bus shelter.
refugee

� refugee /�refjυ |d�i
/ noun a person
who has left his or her country because of
war or because the government did not like
allow his or her religious or political be-
liefs
refund

refund1 /ri
f�nd/ noun money paid back
� She got a refund after she complained to
the manager.
refund

refund2 /r |f�nd/ (refunds, refunding,
refunded) verb to pay money back � We
will refund the cost of postage. � The tour
company only refunded £100 of the £400 I
had paid.
refurbish

refurbish /ri
|f#
bʃ/ (refurbishes, re-
furbishing, refurbished) verb to make
something like new
refusalrefusal /r |fju
z(ə)l/ noun saying that
you do not accept something � His refusal
to help was unexpected. � Did you accept?
– no! I sent a letter of refusal.

refuserefuse1 /r|fju
z/ (refuses, refusing, re-
fused) verb 1. to say that you will not do
something � His father refused to lend him
any more money. � He asked for permis-
sion to see his family, but it was refused. 2.
� the car refused to start the car would
not start � Once again this morning the car
refused to start.
refuserefuse2 /refju
s/ noun rubbish and
things which are not wanted � Please put
all refuse in the bin. � Refuse collection on
our road is on Thursdays. (NOTE: no plural)
refuterefute /r |fju
t/ (refutes, refuting, refut-
ed) verb 1. to prove that something is
wrong � He has tried to refute Einstein’s
theory. 2. to show that something is untrue
� He refuted her allegations completely.
regainregain /r |(en/ (regains, regaining, re-
gained) verb to get something back which
was lost
regalregal /ri
((ə)l/ adj referring to a king or
queen � The regal splendour of the state
opening of parliament.
regard

� regard /r |(ɑ
d/ verb (regards, re-
garding, regarded) 1. to have an opinion
about someone [~as] � She is highly re-
garded by the manager. � They regarded
their neighbour with suspicion. � to re-
gard someone or something as to consid-
er someone or something to be something
� The police are regarding the case as at-
tempted murder. � The others regarded him
as a nuisance. 2. to look at someone or
something (formal ) � noun 1. the extent to
which you consider something or care
about it [~for] � She had little regard for our
safety. 2. an opinion of someone that shows
how much you respect them [~for] � We
have a very high regard for your system of
government.He is held in high regard by
his staff. � plural noun regards best wishes
� She sends her (kind) regards. � Please
give my regards to your mother. � as re-
gards relating to � As regards the cost of
the trip, I’ll let you know soon what the fi-
nal figure is. � with regard to relating to �
With regard to your request for extra funds.
regarding

� regarding /r|(ɑ
dŋ/ prep relating to,
concerning � He left instructions regarding
his possessions. � Regarding your offer, I
think we will have to say no.
regardless

� regardless /r |(ɑ
dləs/ adv without
paying any attention to � regardless of in
spite of � They drove through the war zone
regardless of the danger. � to carry on re-
gardless to continue in spite of everything
� Although the temperature was well over
40°, they carried on working regardless.
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regenerate

regenerate /r |d�enəret/ (regener-
ates, regenerating, regenerated) verb to
make something grow strong again
reggae

reggae /re(e/ noun a type of West Indi-
an music
regimeregime /re |�i
m/, régime noun 1. a usu-
ally harsh type of government or adminis-
tration � Under a military regime, civil lib-
erties may be restricted. 2. the government
of a country � The former régime was
overthrown and the President fled.
regimentregiment /red�mənt/ noun a group of
soldiers, usually commanded by a colonel
or lieutenant-colonel
regimented

regimented /red�mentd/ adj strictly
organised or kept under strict discipline
region

� region /ri
d�ən/ noun a large area of a
country � The South-West region is well
known for its apples.
regional

� regional /ri
d�(ə)nəl/ adj relating to a
region � The recession has not affected the
whole country – it is only regional. � After
the national news, here is the regional
news for the South West.
register

� register /red�stə/ noun 1. a list of
names � I can’t find your name in the reg-
ister. � His name was struck off the register.
2. a book in which you sign your name �
After the wedding, the bride and groom
and witnesses all signed the register. �
Please sign the hotel register when you
check in. � verb (registers, registering,
registered) to write a name officially in a
list [~with/~for] � Babies have to be regis-
tered with the registrar as soon as they are
born. � Students are registering for their
courses this week. � If you don’t register,
we won’t be able to get in touch with you.
register officeregister office /�red�stə ɒfs/ noun an
office where records of births, marriages
and deaths are kept and where you can be
married in a civil ceremony
registrarregistrar /�red� |strɑ
/ noun 1. a person
who keeps official records � The registrar
of births, marriages and deaths. � They
were married by the registrar. 2. a qualified
doctor or surgeon in a hospital who super-
vises house doctors � She’s a registrar at
our local hospital.
registration

� registration /�red� |streʃ(ə)n/ noun
the act of registering
registration numberregistration number /�red� |

streʃ(ə)n �n�mbə/ noun the official
number of a car
registryregistry /red�stri/ noun a place where
official records are kept

registry officeregistry office /red�stri �ɒfs/ noun
an office where records of births, marriag-
es and deaths are kept and where you can
be married in a civil ceremony
regressregress /r |(res/ (regresses, regress-
ing, regressed) verb to return to an earlier
stage or condition (NOTE: + regression n)
regretregret /r |(ret/ noun the feeling of being
sorry that something has happened � I have
absolutely no regrets about what we did. �
verb (regrets, regretting, regretted) to be
sorry that something has happened � I re-
gret that I cannot be with you this evening.
� I regret the trouble this has caused you. �
We regret the delay in the arrival of our
flight from Amsterdam.
regrettableregrettable /r |(retəb(ə)l/ adj which
must be regretted
regular

� regular /re(jυlə/ adj 1. done at the
same time each day � His regular train is
the 12.45. � The regular flight to Athens
leaves at 06.00. 2. usual or standard � The
regular price is £1.25, but we are offering
them at 99p.
regularly

� regularly /re(jυləli/ adv on most oc-
casions � She is regularly the first person
to arrive at the office each morning.
regulateregulate /re(jυ |�let/ (regulates, regu-
lating, regulated) verb 1. to adjust a ma-
chine so that it works in a certain way �

The heater needs to be regulated to keep
the temperature steady. � Turn this knob to
regulate the volume. � Her heartbeat is
regulated by the pacemaker. 2. to maintain
something by law � Speed on the motor-
way is strictly regulated.
regulation

� regulation /�re(jυ |leʃ(ə)n/ plural
noun regulations laws or rules controlling
something � The restaurant broke the fire
regulations. � Safety regulations were not
being properly followed.
rehabrehab /ri
 |�h�b/ noun the process of cur-
ing someone of an addiction to drugs or al-
cohol
rehabilitaterehabilitate /�ri
ə |bltet/ (rehabili-
tates, rehabilitating, rehabilitated) verb 1.
to train a disabled person or an ex-prisoner
to lead a normal life and fit into society �
Prisoners need special training in order to
be rehabilitated. 2. to cure someone of an
addiction to drugs or alcohol (NOTE: + reha-
bilitation n)
rehashrehash /ri
 |h�ʃ/ (rehashes, rehashing,
rehashed) verb to bring out an old story,
book, idea, or other work in more or less
the same form as before � Her recent arti-
cle just rehashed the same themes as her
book.
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rehearsal

� rehearsal /r |h#
s(ə)l/ noun a practice
of a play or concert before the first public
performance. � dress rehearsal
rehearse

� rehearse /r |h#
s/ (rehearses, re-
hearsing, rehearsed) verb to practise a
play or a concert before a public perform-
ance
rehouse

rehouse /ri
 |haυz/ (rehouses, rehous-
ing, rehoused) verb to move somebody to
other, often better, housing
reign

� reign /ren/ noun a period when a king,
queen or emperor rules � during the reign
of Elizabeth I � verb (reigns, reigning,
reigned) to rule � Queen Victoria reigned
between 1837 and 1901. � She reigned
during a period of great prosperity. (NOTE:
Do not confuse with rain.)
reimburse

reimburse /�ri
m |b#
s/ (reimburses,
reimbursing, reimbursed) verb to pay
someone the money he or she has spent for
a particular purpose [~for] (formal ) � You
will be reimbursed for your expenses or
your expenses will be reimbursed.
reincarnation

reincarnation /�ri
nkɑ
 |neʃ(ə)n/ noun
1. a person’s soul born again in another
body or animal after death � The ancient
Egyptians believed that the owl was the re-
incarnation of the god Horus. 2. reappear-
ance of someone in another form � His lat-
est reincarnation was as an insurance
salesman.
reinforce

� reinforce /�ri
n|fɔ
s/ (reinforces, re-
inforcing, reinforced) verb to make strong-
er or more solid
reinforcement

reinforcement /�ri
n |fɔ
smənt/ noun
the act of reinforcing � One of the walls
needs reinforcement.
reinstate

reinstate /�ri
n |stet/ (reinstates, rein-
stating, reinstated) verb to put someone
back into a job from which he or she was
dismissed (NOTE: + reinstatement n)
reinvent

reinvent /�ri
n |vent/ (reinvents, rein-
venting, reinvented) verb to make some-
thing popular again after it has been out of
fashion for a time
reiterate

reiterate /ri
 |təret/ (reiterates, reiter-
ating, reiterated) verb to say again (NOTE: +
reiteration n)
rejectreject1 /r|d�ekt/ (rejects, rejecting, re-
jected) verb 1. to refuse to accept some-
thing � She rejected my suggestion that we
changed our plans. � The proposals for the
new project were rejected. 2. to refuse to
accept something because it is not satisfac-
tory � Poles shorter than the standard size
are rejected.

rejectreject2 /ri
d�ekt/ noun something which
is not accepted because it is not satisfacto-
ry
rejection

� rejection /r |d�ekʃən/ noun a refusal
to accept
rejoicerejoice /r |d�ɔs/ (rejoices, rejoicing, re-
joiced) verb to be very happy � We all re-
joiced to hear the news that the baby had
been found.
rejoinrejoin /ri
 |d�ɔn/ (rejoins, rejoining, re-
joined) verb to join again (formal)
rejuvenaterejuvenate /r |d�u
vnet/ (rejuve-
nates, rejuvenating, rejuvenated) verb 1.
to make someone young again � She came
back from the health farm completely reju-
venated. 2. to give something new vigour
and strength � He hopes to rejuvenate the
club by attracting younger members.
rekindlerekindle /ri
 |knd(ə)l/ (rekindles, rekin-
dling, rekindled) verb to start again or to
make something happen again
relapserelapse /ri
l�ps, r |l�ps/ noun (of pa-
tient or disease) becoming worse after
seeming to be getting better � He had a re-
lapse and had to go back into hospital.
(NOTE: + relapse v)
relate

� relate /r |let/ (relates, relating, relat-
ed) verb 1. to have or make a connection
with something else [~to] � They have re-
lated the rise in standards to better teach-
ing. � They say a happy childhood and suc-
cess in life are related. 2. to understand
someone and be able to communicate with
them [~to/with] � Do you find it difficult to
relate to him? � The children relate well
with their grandparents. 3. to tell a story
(formal ) � It took him half an hour to relate
what had happened.

relate to phrasal verb 1. to be concerned
with something � The regulations relate
to the movement of boats in the harbour.
2. to be able to understand something �
The book deals with people’s feelings in
a way I can relate to.

related to

� related to /r |letd tυ/ adj 1. belong-
ing to the same family as � Are you related
to the Smith family in London Road? 2.
connected in some way with � The disease
is related to the weakness of the heart mus-
cle. � He has a drug-related illness. �

There are several related items on the
agenda.
relating to

� relating to /r |letŋ tu
/ adv relating
to or connected with � documents relating
to the sale of the house
relation

� relation /r |leʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a member
of a family � All my relations live in Cana-
da. � Laura’s no relation of mine, she’s just
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a friend. 2. a link between two things [~be-
tween] � Is there any relation between
wealth and happiness? � plural noun rela-
tions the way that people or organizations
behave towards each other � We try to
maintain good relations with our custom-
ers. � Relations between the two countries
have become tense. � in relation to relating
to or connected with � Documents in rela-
tion to the sale.
relationship

� relationship /r |leʃ(ə)nʃp/ noun 1.
a close friendship, especially one in which
two people are involved in a romantic or
sexual way with each other � She decided
to end the relationship when she found he
had been seeing other women. 2. the way
that people or organisations behave to-
wards each other [/~with] � We try to have a
good working relationship with our staff. 3.
a link or connection [~between] � There is
a proven relationship between smoking
and lung cancer.
relative

� relative /relətv/ noun a person who
is related to someone � We have several
relatives living in Canada. � He has no liv-
ing relatives.
relative clauserelative clause /relətv klɔ
z/ noun a
subordinate clause that provides additional
information about person or thing and
which is joined to the previous clause by
words like ‘which’, ‘who’ or ‘that ‘
relatively

� relatively /relətvli/ adv to some ex-
tent � The children have been relatively
free from colds this winter. � We are deal-
ing with a relatively new company.
relative pronounrelative pronoun /�relətv prəυnaυn/
noun a pronoun, such as ‘who’ or ‘which’,
which connects two clauses
relax

� relax /r|l�ks/ (relaxes, relaxing, re-
laxed) verb to rest from work or to be less
tense � They spent the first week of their
holiday relaxing on the beach. � Guests
can relax in the bar before going to eat in
the restaurant. � Just lie back and relax –
the injection won’t hurt.
relaxed

� relaxed /r|l�kst/ adj not upset or
nervous � Even if he failed his test, he’s
still very relaxed about the whole thing.
relaxing

� relaxing /r |l�ksŋ/ adj which makes
you less tense
relayrelay1 /ri
le/ noun a group of people
working in turn with other groups � A shift
is usually composed of groups of workers
who work in relays. � All the work had
been done by the time the next relay ar-
rived.
relayrelay2 /r|le/ (relays, relaying, relayed)
verb 1. to pass on a message � She relayed

the news to the other members of her fami-
ly. � All messages are relayed through this
office. 2. to pass on a TV or radio broadcast
through a secondary station � The pro-
grammes are received in the capital and
then relayed to TV stations round the coun-
try.
release

� release /r|li
s/ (releases, releasing,
released) verb 1. to stop holding some-
thing, or to stop keeping someone prisoner
� The hostages were released last night. �
Pull that lever to release the brakes. 2. to
make something public � The government
has released figures about the number of
people out of work.
relegaterelegate /rel(et/ (relegates, relegat-
ing, relegated) verb 1. (in sports) to move a
team down from a higher division to a low-
er one � They were relegated from the pre-
mier division. 2. to put into a worse posi-
tion � On the arrival of the new manager, I
was relegated to the accounts department.
(NOTE: + relegation n)
relentrelent /r|lent/ (relents, relenting, relent-
ed) verb to be less strict; to decide to be less
strict than before
relentlessrelentless /r|lentləs/ adj continuing
without giving up
relevance

� relevance /reləv(ə)ns/ noun the fact
that something is relevant
relevant

� relevant /reləv(ə)nt/ adj if something
is relevant, it has something to do with the
thing being mentioned � Which is the rele-
vant government department? � Can you
give me the relevant papers? � Is this infor-
mation at all relevant?
reliablereliable /r |laəb(ə)l/ adj which can be re-
lied on or which can be trusted � It is a very
reliable car. � The sales manager is com-
pletely reliable.
reliancereliance /r |laəns/ noun the fact that
someone relies on something
reliantreliant /r|laənt/ adj which relies on
something
relicrelic /relk/ noun something which re-
mains from the past � That cap is a relic of
my time as a naval cadet.
relief

� relief /r |li
f/ noun 1. the reduction of
pain or stress [~from] � medicines that
bring relief from pain � He breathed a sigh
of relief when the police car went past
without stopping. � What a relief to have
finished my exams! 2. help given to people
who need it urgently � The Red Cross is or-
ganising relief for the flood victims.
relieve

� relieve /r|li
v/ (relieves, relieving, re-
lieved) verb 1. to make something unpleas-
ant better or easier � He took aspirins to re-
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lieve the pain. 2. to take over from some-
one � You can go and have something to
eat – I’m here to relieve you for an hour.
relieved

� relieved /r|li
vd/ adj glad to be rid of
a problem
religion

� religion /r|ld�ən/ noun a belief in
gods or in one God � Does their religion
help them to lead a good life? � It is
against my religion to eat meat on Fridays.
religious

� religious /�rə|ld�əs/ adj relating to
religion � There is a period of religious
study every morning.
religiouslyreligiously /rə |ld�əsli/ adv regularly
and carefully � He followed all their in-
structions religiously.
relinquishrelinquish /rə |lŋkwʃ/ (relinquishes,
relinquishing, relinquished) verb to leave
or to let go of something
relishrelish /relʃ/ noun 1. spicy pickles or
spicy sauce � Eat your sausages with mus-
tard or relish. 2. enjoyment � She argued
with him with great relish. � verb (relishes,
relishing, relished) to enjoy � I don’t rel-
ish having to take my exam again.
reliverelive /ri
 |lv/ (relives, reliving, relived)
verb to go through something again, espe-
cially in your mind
relocaterelocate /�ri
ləυ |ket/ (relocates, relo-
cating, relocated) verb to move an office,
factory or staff to a different place (NOTE: +
relocation n)
reluctantreluctant /r|l�ktənt/ adj not willing to
do something � He seemed reluctant to
help. (NOTE: + reluctance n)
reluctantlyreluctantly /r |l�ktəntli/ adv not will-
ingly
rely

rely verb
rely on� phrasal verb to believe or know
that something will happen or that some-
one will do something � We can rely on
him to finish the work on time. � Can
these machines be relied on?

remain

� remain /r |men/ (remains, remain-
ing, remained) verb 1. to stay � We expect
it will remain fine for the rest of the week.
� She remained behind at the office to fin-
ish her work. 2. to be left � Half the food
remained uneaten and had to be thrown
away. � After the accident not much re-
mained of the car.
remainder

� remainder /r |mendə/ noun what is
left after everything else has gone � What
shall we do for the remainder of the holi-
days? � After the bride and groom left, the
remainder of the party stayed in the hotel
to have supper.

remaining

� remaining /r|menŋ/ adj which is
left
remains

� remains /r |menz/ plural noun 1.
things left over or left behind � The re-
mains of the evening meal were left on the
table until the next morning. � We’re trying
to save the Roman remains from total oblit-
eration by the construction company. 2. the
body of a dead person � The emperor’s re-
mains were buried in the cathedral.
remakeremake /ri
mek/ noun new film with
the same story as an old film � They’re
planning yet another remake of ‘David
Copperfield’.
remandremand /r|mɑ
nd/ noun sending a pris-
oner away for a time when a case is ad-
journed to be heard at a later date � verb
(remands, remanding, remanded) 1. to
send a prisoner away to reappear later to
answer a case which has been adjourned 2.
US to send a case back to a lower court
remark

� remark /r |mɑ
k/ noun a comment
[~about/on] � He made some remark about
my being late. � to make or pass remarks
about to make sharp or rude comments
about � She made some remarks about the
dirty tablecloth. � verb (remarks, remark-
ing, remarked) to notice and comment on
[~on/upon/~that] � She remarked on how
dirty the café was. � Customers remarked
that the shop looked brighter.
remarkable

� remarkable /r |mɑ
kəb(ə)l/ adj very
unusual � She’s a remarkable woman. �
It’s remarkable that the bank has not asked
us to pay back the money.
remarkablyremarkably /r |mɑ
kəbli/ adv to an unu-
sually great degree, or in an unusual way �
She remained remarkably calm.
remarryremarry /ri
 |m�ri/ (remarries, remarry-
ing, remarried) verb to marry again
remedialremedial /r|mi
diəl/ adj which cures or
which makes something better
remedy

� remedy /remədi/ noun a thing which
may cure [~for] � It’s an old remedy for
hayfever.
remember

� remember /r |membə/ (remembers,
remembering, remembered) verb to bring
back into your mind something which you
have seen or heard before
[/~when/where/how etc] � Do you remem-
ber when we got lost in the fog? � My
grandmother can remember seeing the first
television programmes. � She remembered
seeing it on the dining room table. � She
can’t remember where she put her umbrel-
la. � I don’t remember having been in this
hotel before. � I remember my grandmoth-
er very well. � It’s strange that I can never

Intermediate.fm  Page 524  Monday, August 23, 2004  5:36 PM



525 rendezvous
remember my father’s birthday. � Did you
remember to switch off the kitchen light?
(NOTE: You remember doing something
which you did in the past; you remember to
do something in the future.)
remembranceremembrance /r |membrəns/ noun
memory
remind

� remind /r |mand/ (reminds, remind-
ing, reminded) verb to make someone re-
member something [~that] � She reminded
him that the meeting had to finish at 6.30.
� Now that you’ve reminded me, I do re-
member seeing him last week. � Remind
me to book the tickets for New York.
reminderreminder /r |mandə/ noun 1. a thing
which reminds you of something � Keep
this picture as a reminder of happier days.
� He tied a knot in his handkerchief as a re-
minder of what he had to do. 2. a letter to
remind a customer to do something
reminiscereminisce /�rem|ns/ (reminisces, rem-
iniscing, reminisced) verb to talk about
memories of the past (NOTE: + reminis-
cence n)
reminiscentreminiscent /�rem |ns(ə)nt/ adj which
reminds you of the past
remissionremission /r |mʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a reduc-
tion of a prison sentence � He was sen-
tenced to five years, but should only serve
three with remission. � He earned remis-
sion for good behaviour. 2. a period when
an illness is less severe � The cancer is in
remission.
remittanceremittance /r |mt(ə)ns/ noun money
which is sent
remnantremnant /remnənt/ noun a quantity or
piece left over
remonstrateremonstrate /remənstret/ (remon-
strates, remonstrating, remonstrated)
verb to reason with someone about some-
thing they have done (formal )
remorseremorse /r |mɔ
s/ noun regret about
something wrong which you have done
remorselessremorseless /r |mɔ
sləs/ adj 1. which
cannot be stopped � The Green Belt is sup-
posed to stop the remorseless advance of
houses into the countryside. � There’s
nothing you can do to hold back the re-
morseless advance of old age. 2. cruel,
showing no pity � A remorseless artillery
bombardment pounded the town.
remote

� remote /r |məυt/ adj 1. far away from
towns and places where there are lots of
people � The hotel is situated in a remote
mountain village. 2. not very likely �

There’s a remote chance of finding a cure
for his illness. � The possibility of him ar-
riving on time is remote.

remote control

� remote control /r |�məυt kən |trəυl/
noun a small piece of electronic equipment
which you use for controlling something
such as a TV or CD player from a distance
remotelyremotely /r |məυtli/ adv 1. very slightly,
or not even very slightly � I’m not remotely
interested in meeting him. 2. at a great dis-
tance from a town � a remotely situated
farm 3. without direct physical contact �

They were able to set the controls remotely.
removableremovable /r |mu
vəb(ə)l/ adj designed
so as to be easily taken off and put back on
again
removal

� removal /r|mu
v(ə)l/ noun 1. taking
something or someone away � the removal
of the ban on importing computers �

Refuse collectors are responsible for the
removal of household waste. � The opposi-
tion called for the removal of the Foreign
Secretary. 2. the process of moving to a
new home, new office, etc.
remove

� remove /r |mu
v/ (removes, remov-
ing, removed) verb to take something
away � You can remove his name from the
mailing list. � The waitress removed the
dirty plates and brought us some tea.
removerremover /r |mu
və/ noun 1. a person
who moves furniture from one house to an-
other � We’re moving house tomorrow –
the removers will be here at 7.30 am. 2. a
thing which removes
remunerationremuneration /r|�mju
nə |reʃ(ə)n/
noun payment for services done (NOTE: +
remunerate v)
renaissance

� renaissance /r|nes(ə)ns/, renas-
cence noun a rebirth or a starting again �

British cinema has undergone a renais-
sance in recent years.
renamerename /ri
|nem/ (renames, renaming,
renamed) verb to give something a new
name
renderrender /rendə/ (renders, rendering,
rendered) verb 1. to translate � The text
was badly rendered in Italian. 2. to provide
� services rendered to the country 3. to
make someone or something change into a
particular state � She was rendered speech-
less by their letter. � The experts rendered
the bomb safe.
rendezvousrendezvous /rɒndevu
/ noun (plural
same) 1. an appointment or meeting � He
arranged a rendezvous with her. 2. a place
where a meeting takes place � verb (ren-
dezvouses, rendezvousing, rendez-
voused) to arrange to meet, or meet some-
where � You go north, and we’ll go west
and we’ll all rendezvous at the camp at
16.00.
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renditionrendition /ren |dʃ(ə)n/ noun a perform-
ance of a song, etc.
renegerenege /r |ne(, r |ni
(/ (reneges, re-
neging, reneged) verb not to do something
which you had promised to do (formal )
renewrenew /r |nju
/ (renews, renewing, re-
newed) verb 1. to start again � Renew your
efforts and don’t lose hope. 2. to replace
something old with something new � We
need to renew the wiring in the kitchen. 3.
to continue something for a further period
of time � Don’t forget to renew your insur-
ance policy. (NOTE: + renewal n)
renewablerenewable /r|nju
əb(ə)l/ adj which can
be renewed � The season ticket is renewa-
ble for a further year.
renewedrenewed /r |nju
d/ adj continuing with
new energy, strength or enthusiasm
renouncerenounce /r|naυns/ (renounces, re-
nouncing, renounced) verb 1. to give up a
right or a claim � She renounced her claim
to the property. 2. to state publicly that you
are going to stop believing in something or
are not going to behave in a certain way �
The government has renounced the use of
force in dealing with international terror-
ists. � They called on the extremists to re-
nounce violence. (NOTE: + renunciation n)
renovaterenovate /renəvet/ (renovates, reno-
vating, renovated) verb to make a building
like new again (NOTE: + renovation n)
renownedrenowned /r |naυnd/ adj known and ad-
mired by many people � the renowned Ital-
ian conductor � Rome is renowned as the
centre of Catholicism.
rent

� rent /rent/ noun money paid to live in a
flat or house or to use an office or car �
Rents are high in the centre of the town. �

The landlord asked me to pay three
months’ rent in advance. � verb (rents,
renting, rented) to pay money to use a
house, flat, office or car � He rents an of-
fice in the centre of town. � He rented a vil-
la by the beach for three weeks.
rentalrental /rent(ə)l/ noun rent, money paid
to use a room, flat, office, car, etc.
rep

� rep /rep/ noun a salesman who visits
clients, trying to sell them something �
They have vacancies for reps in the north
of the country. � We have a reps’ meeting
every three months.
repair

� repair /r |peə/ verb (repairs, repairing,
repaired) to make something work which
is broken or damaged � I dropped my
watch on the pavement, and I don’t think it
can be repaired. � She’s trying to repair
the washing machine. � The photocopier is
being repaired. � noun mending something

which is broken or has been damaged [~to]
� The hotel is closed while they are carry-
ing out repairs to the kitchens. � His car is
in the garage for repair.
repatriaterepatriate /ri
 |p�triet/ (repatriates, re-
patriating, repatriated) verb to bring or to
send someone back to their home country
(NOTE: + repatriation n)
repayrepay /r |pe/ (repays, repaying, repaid)
verb 1. to pay back � I’ll try to repay what
I owe you next month. � Thank you for your
help – I hope to be able to repay you one
day. 2. to be worth
repaymentrepayment /r |pemənt/ noun paying
back
repealrepeal /r |pi
l/ (repeals, repealing, re-
pealed) verb to end a law officially � The
Bill seeks to repeal the existing legislation.
(NOTE: + repeal n)
repeat

� repeat /r |pi
t/ (repeats, repeating,
repeated) verb to say something again
[~that] � She kept on repeating that she
wanted to go home. � Could you repeat
what you just said? � He repeated the ad-
dress so that the policeman could write it
down. � to repeat yourself to say the same
thing over and over again � He’s getting
old – he keeps repeating himself.
repeatedrepeated /r |pi
td/ adj happening again
and again
repeatedly

� repeatedly /r |pi
tdli/ adv very many
times, often so many that it is annoying
repelrepel /r |pel/ (repels, repelling, repelled)
verb 1. to drive back an attack � The army
easily repelled the invaders. 2. to drive
something away � The paint has an ingre-
dient that repels water. � She sprayed the
kitchen with a spray to repel flies. 3. to be
so unpleasant that it drives people away �

The taste repelled me so much that I could
not finish my meal.
repentrepent /r|pent/ (repents, repenting, re-
pented) verb to be very sorry for what you
have done, or for what you have not done
(NOTE: + repentance n)
repercussionsrepercussions /�ri
pə|k�ʃ(ə)nz/ plural
noun a result or effect, usually unpleasant �
The government decision on pensions will
have widespread repercussions. � The
BBC is trying to deal with the repercus-
sions of the critical programme on India.
repertoire

� repertoire /repətwɑ
/ noun the
plays, songs or pieces of music which
someone has learned � She has an exten-
sive repertoire, covering most of the impor-
tant soprano roles.
repetition

� repetition /�rep |tʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the
act of repeating, of saying the same thing
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again � Constant repetition of the song
made sure we all knew it by heart. 2. a
thing which is repeated � The police will
try to prevent a repetition of the ugly
scenes at the football ground.
repetitiverepetitive /r |pettv/ adj which is re-
peated very frequently and is boring
rephraserephrase /ri
|frez/ (rephrases, re-
phrasing, rephrased) verb to say some-
thing again, but in a different way
replace

� replace /r |ples/ (replaces, replac-
ing, replaced) verb to put something back
where it was before � Please replace the
books correctly on the shelves.
replacement

� replacement /r |plesmənt/ noun 1.
a thing which is used to replace something
[~for] � An electric motor was bought as a
replacement for the old one. 2. the action of
replacing something with something else
[~for] � The mechanics recommended the
replacement of the hand pump with an
electric model.
replayreplay1 /ri
ple/ noun a match which is
played again because the first match was a
draw � They drew 2–2 so there will be a re-
play next week.
replayreplay2 /ri
 |ple/ (replays, replaying, re-
played) verb to play again � He replayed
the message on the answerphone several
times, but still couldn’t understand it. �
The match will be replayed next week.
replenishreplenish /r |plenʃ/ (replenishes, re-
plenishing, replenished) verb to fill up
again
replicareplica /replkə/ noun an exact copy
replicatereplicate /replket/ (replicates, repli-
cating, replicated) verb to do or make
something in exactly the same way as be-
fore
reply

� reply /r |pla/ noun (plural replies) 1.
an answer, especially to a letter or tele-
phone call [~to] � We wrote last week, but
haven’t had a reply yet. � We had six re-
plies to our advertisement. 2. � in reply as
an answer � In reply to my letter, I received
a fax two days later. � She just shook her
head in reply and turned away. � verb (re-
plies, replying, replied) to answer [~to] �
He never replies to my letters. � We wrote
last week, but he hasn’t replied yet. � He
refused to reply to questions until his law-
yer arrived.
report

� report /r|pɔ
t/ noun a description of
what has happened or what will happen
[~of/~that] � We read the reports of the ac-
cident in the newspaper. � Can you confirm
the report that the council is planning to
sell the old town hall? � verb (reports, re-

porting, reported) to present yourself offi-
cially [~for/~to] � to report for work � Can-
didates should report to the office at 9.00.
reportedlyreportedly /r |pɔ
tdli/ adv according to
what has been reported
reported speechreported speech /r |�pɔ
td spi
tʃ/
noun same as indirect speech
reporter

� reporter /r |pɔ
tə/ noun a journalist
who writes reports of events for a newspa-
per or for a TV news programme
reporting

� reporting /r |pɔ
tŋ/ noun the action
of reporting something in the press
reposerepose /r |pəυz/ noun calm, resting � a
state of repose
repossessrepossess /�ri
pə|zes/ (repossesses,
repossessing, repossessed) verb to take
back an item which someone is buying un-
der a hire-purchase agreement, or a house
which someone is buying under a mort-
gage agreement, because the purchaser
cannot continue the payments (NOTE: + re-
possession n)
reprehensiblereprehensible /�repr|hensb(ə)l/ adj
which can be criticised
represent

� represent /�repr |zent/ (represents,
representing, represented) verb 1. to
speak or act on behalf of someone or of a
group of people � He asked his solicitor to
represent him at the meeting. 2. to mean
something, or to be a symbol of something
g � The dark green on the map represents
woods.
representation

� representation /�reprzen |teʃ(ə)n/
noun 1. the act of selling goods for a com-
pany � We can provide representation
throughout Europe. 2. having someone to
act on your behalf � The residents’ associ-
ation wants representation on the commit-
tee. 3. a way of showing � The design on
the Lebanese flag is a representation of a
cedar tree.
representative

� representative /�repr |zentətv/ adj
typical of all the people or things in a group
� The sample isn’t representative of the
whole batch. � noun a person who repre-
sents, who speaks on behalf of someone
else [~of/from] � Representatives of the
workforce have asked to meet the manage-
ment. � He asked his solicitor to act as his
representative.
repressrepress /r |pres/ (represses, repress-
ing, repressed) verb 1. to control a natural
impulse � She had difficulty in repressing a
smile. 2. to restrict people’s freedom, etc. �
The ordinary people have been repressed
for so long that they do not know what it is
to be free. (NOTE: + repression n)
repressedrepressed /r |prest/ adj suppressed
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repressiverepressive /r |presv/ adj severe, strict
or using force to keep people under control
reprievereprieve /r|pri
v/ noun 1. temporarily
stopping a sentence or order by a court �

He was granted a last-minute reprieve. 2.
saving something which was planned for
demolition � This magnificent building
was to be demolished, but the reprieve
came just in time to save it. (NOTE: + re-
prieve v)
reprimandreprimand /reprmɑ
nd/ (reprimands,
reprimanding, reprimanded) verb to criti-
cise someone severely for doing something
wrong � The report reprimanded the direc-
tors for their negligence. (NOTE: + repri-
mand n)
reprintreprint1 /ri
prnt/ noun the printing of
copies of a book again after a first printing
� The mistake on the title page will be cor-
rected in the reprint.
reprintreprint2 /ri
 |prnt/ (reprints, reprinting,
reprinted) verb to print more copies of a
document or book � The book is being re-
printed.
reprisalreprisal /r |praz(ə)l/ noun punishment
of someone in revenge for something
reproachreproach /r |prəυtʃ/ noun 1. a statement
of blame or a criticism � beyond reproach
blameless 2. a thing which is a disgrace �

verb (reproaches, reproaching, re-
proached) to criticise someone for some-
thing for having done something [~for/with]
reprocessreprocess /ri
 |prəυses/ (reprocesses,
reprocessing, reprocessed) verb to proc-
ess again
reproducereproduce /�ri
prə |dju
s/ (reproduces,
reproducing, reproduced) verb 1. to make
a copy of something such as artistic mate-
rial or musical sounds � It is very difficult
to reproduce the sound of an owl accurate-
ly. � Some of the paintings have been re-
produced in this book. � His letters have
been reproduced in the biography. 2. to
produce babies or young animals
reproduction

� reproduction /�ri
prə |d�kʃən/ noun
1. a copy of a painting or other work of art
2. the action of reproducing 3. the produc-
tion of young � The rate of reproduction of
mice is incredible.
reptilereptile /reptal/ noun a cold-blooded an-
imal which has skin covered with scales
and which lays eggs
republic

� republic /r |p�blk/ noun a system of
government in which elected representa-
tives have power and the leader is an elect-
ed or nominated president � France is a re-
public while Spain is a monarchy.

republicanrepublican /r |p�blkən/ noun a person
who believes that a republic is the best
form of government � Some republicans
made speeches against the emperor.
Republican

� Republican /r|p�blkən/ noun US a
member of the Republican Party, one of the
two main political parties in the USA
repudiaterepudiate /r |pju
diet/ (repudiates, re-
pudiating, repudiated) verb to reject or to
refuse to accept (NOTE: + repudiation n)
repugnantrepugnant /r |p�(nənt/ adj very un-
pleasant, offensive or unacceptable
repulserepulse /r |p�ls/ (repulses, repulsing,
repulsed) verb to push back someone who
is attacking
repulsionrepulsion /r |p�lʃən/ noun 1. a feeling of
dislike � He looked at the plate of snails
with repulsion. 2. (in physics) the act of
pushing something away � Magnetic re-
pulsion can be demonstrated by trying to
join the negative ends of two magnets.
repulsiverepulsive /r |p�lsv/ adj unpleasant,
which makes you disgusted
reputablereputable /repjυtəb(ə)l/ adj well
thought of, with a good reputation
reputation

� reputation /�repjυ|teʃ(ə)n/ noun an
opinion that people have of someone
[~as/~for] � He has a reputation as a strict
teacher. � His bad reputation won’t help
him find a suitable job.
reputerepute /r|pju
t/ noun a reputation or
general opinion (formal )
reputedreputed /r |pju
td/ adj supposed, said to
be
request

� request /r |kwest/ noun asking for
something [~for] � They’ve made a request
for extra funding.Your request will be dealt
with as soon as possible. � verb (requests,
requesting, requested) to ask for some-
thing politely or formally [~that] � The po-
lice are requesting that everyone stays in-
side the building. � I am enclosing the leaf-
lets you requested. � Guests are requested
to leave their keys at reception. � on re-
quest if asked for � ‘catalogue available
on request’
require

� require /r|kwaə/ (requires, requir-
ing, required) verb to need something �

The disease requires careful nursing. �
Writing the program requires a computer
specialist.
requiredrequired /r |kwaəd/ adj which must be
done or provided � We can cut the wood to
the required length. � We can’t reply be-
cause we don’t have the required informa-
tion.
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requirement

� requirement /r|kwaəmənt/ noun
what is necessary � It is a requirement of
the job that you should be able to drive.
requisiterequisite /rekwzt/ adj necessary
(formal) � Does he have the requisite gov-
ernment permits? � We need someone with
the requisite skills to run the bar.
re-releasere-release /re r |li
s/ verb to make a
music recording or a film available again
some time after it first came out
re-routere-route /�ri
 ru
t/ verb to send people or
vehicles along a route which is different to
the usual one
rerunrerun /ri
r�n/ noun 1. the second show-
ing of a programme or film on TV � Dur-
ing the summer all the TV channels show
reruns of old sitcoms. 2. a thing which hap-
pens again � We want to avoid a rerun of
the trouble we had at the last meeting.
resaleresale /ri
sel/ noun the act of selling of
something again
reschedulereschedule /ri
|ʃedju
l/ (reschedules,
rescheduling, rescheduled) verb to ar-
range an appointment again for a later time
� My plane was delayed by fog, so I had to
reschedule all my meetings.
rescuerescue /reskju
/ verb (rescues, rescu-
ing, rescued) to save someone from a dan-
gerous or difficult situation � The lifeboat
rescued the crew of the sinking ship.When
the river flooded, the party of tourists had
to be rescued by helicopter. � The company
nearly collapsed, but was rescued by the
bank. (NOTE: + rescuer n) � noun the action
of saving someone or something in a diffi-
cult or dangerous situation � Mountain res-
cue requires well-trained people. � No one
could swim well enough to go to her res-
cue.
research

� research /r |s#
tʃ/ noun scientific
study, which tries to find out facts [~in-
to/~on] � The company is carrying out re-
search into the condition. � Our laborato-
ries are conducting important research on
patient responses. � Our researches proved
that the letter was a forgery. � verb (re-
searches, researching, researched) to
study something in order to find out facts �
Research your subject thoroughly before
you start writing about it.
resemblance

� resemblance /r |zembləns/ noun the
fact of looking like someone [~to/~be-
tween] � She bears a strong resemblance to
her father. � The resemblance between the
two brothers is remarkable.
resemble

� resemble /r|zembəl/ (resembles, re-
sembling, resembled) verb to look like
someone or something

resentresent /r |zent/ (resents, resenting, re-
sented) verb to feel annoyed because of
something that you think is unfair � She re-
sents having to do other people’s work.
resentfulresentful /r |zentf(ə)l/ adj feeling anger
or bitterness about something someone has
done
resentmentresentment /r |zentmənt/ noun the
feeling of being angry and upset about
something that someone else has done �

There is lot of resentment at or over the de-
cision to close the school. � The decision
caused a lot of resentment among local
people.
reservation

� reservation /�rezə|veʃ(ə)n/ noun the
act of booking something, e.g. a seat or ta-
ble � I want to make a reservation on the
train to Plymouth tomorrow evening.
reserve

� reserve /r |z#
v/ verb (reserves, re-
serving, reserved) to book a seat or a table
� I want to reserve a table for four people.
� Can you reserve two seats for me for the
evening performance? � We’re very busy
this evening. Have you reserved? � noun an
amount kept back in case it is needed in the
future � Our reserves of coal were used up
during the winter. � in reserve waiting to
be used � We’re keeping the can of petrol in
reserve.
reserved

� reserved /r |z#
vd/ adj 1. booked �

There are two reserved tables and one free
one. � Is this seat reserved? 2. who does
not reveal his or her thoughts and feelings
� Clare is very reserved and doesn’t talk
much. � He’s a very reserved man and does
not mix with other members of staff.
reservoirreservoir /rezəvwɑ
/ noun a large, usu-
ally artificial, lake where drinking water is
kept for pumping to a city
resetreset /ri
 |set/ (resets, resetting, reset)
verb to set something again � The local
time is 12.15: please reset your watches. �
His broken leg was set badly, and the doc-
tors had to reset it.
resettleresettle /ri
|set(ə)l/ (resettles, reset-
tling, resettled) verb to settle someone in
another place
reshapereshape /ri
|ʃep/ (reshapes, reshap-
ing, reshaped) verb to shape something
again, to give something a different shape
residereside /r |zad/ (resides, residing, resid-
ed) verb to live somewhere (formal )
residence

� residence /rezd(ə)ns/ noun 1. a
large house � They have a country resi-
dence where they spend their weekends. 2.
the act of living in a place
residencyresidency /rezd(ə)nsi/ noun the fact of
being legally entitled to love in a country
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resident

� resident /rezd(ə)nt/ noun a person
who lives in a place, e.g. a country or a ho-
tel � You need an entry permit if you’re not
a resident of the country. � Only residents
are allowed to park their cars here. � adj
who lives permanently in a place � There is
a resident caretaker.
residualresidual /r |zdjuəl/ adj remaining after
everything else has gone
residueresidue /rezdju
/ noun what is left after
a process has taken place � After the sugar
has been refined the residue is used for cat-
tle feed.
resign

� resign /r|zan/ (resigns, resigning,
resigned) verb to give up a job � He re-
signed with effect from July 1st. � She has
resigned (her position) as finance director.
resignation

� resignation /�rez( |neʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
the act of giving up a job  � His resignation
was accepted by the Prime Minister. �
Have you written your letter of resigna-
tion? 2. the attitude of accepting an un-
pleasant or unwanted situation � a look of
resignation on his face
resignedresigned /r |zand/ adj accepting some-
thing unpleasant
resilientresilient /r|zliənt/ adj 1. which easily
returns to its original shape after being
squashed � Cork is a surprisingly resilient
material. 2. (of a person) who is strong or
able to recover easily from a shock (per-
son) � She is a very resilient person, in
spite of her age, and has gone back home
from hospital to look after herself.
resinresin /rezn/ noun 1. a sticky oil which
comes from some types of pine tree � Am-
ber is a yellow stone which is fossilised res-
in. 2. a solid or liquid organic compound, a
polymer used in the making of plastic � He
made some interesting table decorations
with gold coins in blocks of transparent
resin.
resist

� resist /r |zst/ (resists, resisting, re-
sisted) verb to oppose or fight against
something � He resisted all attempts to
make him sell the house. � Bands of guer-
rillas resisted doggedly in the mountains. �
They resisted the enemy attacks for two
weeks.
resistance

� resistance /r |zstəns/ noun opposi-
tion to or fighting against something � The
patients had no resistance to disease. �

Skiers crouch down low to minimise wind
resistance. � There was a lot of resistance
to the new plan from the local residents.
resistantresistant /r |zst(ə)nt/ adj which resists
something

resitresit /ri
|st/ (resits, resitting, resat) verb
to take an examination again after having
failed
resoluteresolute /rezəlu
t/ adj determined, hav-
ing made up your mind
resolutionresolution /�rezə |lu
ʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a de-
cision to be decided at a meeting 2. the fact
of being determined to do something � Her
resolution to succeed is so strong that I am
sure she will get through. 3. (of a TV or
computer image) clearness of a picture on a
screen, calculated as the number of pixels
per unit of area
resolve

� resolve /r |zɒlv/ (formal) verb (re-
solves, resolving, resolved) to strongly
decide to do something � We all resolved to
avoid these mistakes next time. � noun a
strong decision to do something � The
head teacher encouraged him in his re-
solve to go to university.
resort

� resort /r |zɔ
t/ noun 1. a place where
people go on holiday � a famous Swiss ski
resort � Crowds have been flocking to the
resorts on the south coast. 2. � as a or in
the last resort when everything else fails �
Having tried everything without success,
he accepted her offer as a last resort. �
verb � to resort to to do something in a dif-
ficult situation, when everything else has
failed � In the end the police had to resort
to lifting the protestors out the road.
resoundingresounding /r |zaυndŋ/ adj 1. great or
complete � The exhibition was a resound-
ing success. 2. loud � a resounding bang
resource

� resource /r |zɔ
s/ noun a source of
supply for what is needed or used � finan-
cial resources � The country is rich in oil,
minerals and other natural resources.
resourcefulresourceful /r |zɔ
sf(ə)l/ adj good at
looking after yourself or at dealing with
problems
respect

� respect /r|spekt/ noun admiration for
someone [~for] � He showed very little re-
spect for his teacher. � No one deserves
more respect than her mother for the way
she coped with the bad news. � verb (re-
spects, respecting, respected) to admire
someone, especially because of his or her
achievements or status � Everyone respect-
ed her for what she said.
respectablerespectable /r |spektəb(ə)l/ adj consid-
ered by people to be good, and deserving to
be respected � She’s marrying a very re-
spectable young engineer. � I don’t want to
bring up my children here, it is not a re-
spectable area.
respected

� respected /r|spektd/ adj admired
by many people
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respectfulrespectful /r|spektf(ə)l/ adj full of re-
spect
respectiverespective /r |spektv/ adj referring
separately to each of the people just men-
tioned
respectively

� respectively /r |spektvli/ adv in the
order just mentioned
respiratorrespirator /respəretə/ noun a machine
which is used in hospital to help patients to
breathe when they cannot breathe by them-
selves
respiratoryrespiratory /r |sprət(ə)ri/ adj referring
to breathing
respiterespite /respat/ noun a rest, a period
when things are slightly better � without
respite without stopping � Rescue teams
worked without respite for three days in
their search for survivors.
respond

� respond /r |spɒnd/ (responds, re-
sponding, responded) verb 1. to give a re-
ply  � She shouted at him, but he didn’t re-
spond. 2. to show a favourable reaction to
something [~to] � I hope the public will re-
spond to our new advertisement. � The
government has responded to pressure
from industry.
response

� response /r|spɒns/ noun something
that you do or say as a reaction to some-
thing [~to/~from] � There was no response
to our call for help. � The changes pro-
duced an angry response from customers.
� in response to something as an answer
or reaction to something � In response to
the United Nations’ request for aid, the
government has sent blankets and tents.
responsibility

� responsibility /r |�spɒns |blti/ (plu-
ral responsibilities) noun 1. the fact of be-
ing in a position in which you look after or
deal with something [~for] � The manage-
ment accepts no responsibility for custom-
ers’ property. � There is no responsibility
on his part for the poor results. � Who
should take responsibility for the students’
welfare? 2. something that someone is re-
sponsible for
responsible

� responsible /r|spɒnsb(ə)l/ adj 1.
looking after something and so likely to be
blamed if something goes wrong � He is
not responsible for the restaurant next
door to his hotel. � Customers are respon-
sible for all breakages. � He is responsible
for a class of 25 children. � responsible to
someone under the authority of someone �
She’s directly responsible to the sales man-
ager. 2. (of a person) reliable and able to be
trusted to be sensible
responsiblyresponsibly /r |spɒnsbli/ adv in a re-
sponsible way

responsiveresponsive /r|spɒnsv/ adj 1. showing
sympathy or reacting favourably to some-
thing � The management was not very re-
sponsive to the demands of the staff. 2. re-
acting to something � The cat is very re-
sponsive to being stroked. � His flu seems
to be responsive to antibiotics.
rest

� rest /rest/ noun 1. a period of being
quiet and peaceful, being asleep or doing
nothing � All you need is a good night’s
rest and you’ll be fine again tomorrow. �

We took a few minutes’ rest and started
running again. � I’m having a well-earned
rest after working hard all week. 2. what is
left � Here are the twins, but where are the
rest of the children? � I drank most of the
milk and the cat drank the rest. � Throw the
rest of the food away – it will go bad.
(NOTE: Rest takes a singular verb when it re-
fers to a singular: Here’s the rest of the milk;
Where’s the rest of the string? The rest of
the money has been lost. It takes a plural
verb when it refers to a plural: Here are the
rest of the children; Where are the rest of the
chairs? The rest of the books have been
lost.) � verb (rests, resting, rested) 1. to
spend time relaxing or not using energy �
Don’t disturb your father – he’s resting. �

They ran for ten miles, rested for a few min-
utes, and then ran on again. 2. to lean
something against something � She rested
her bike against the wall.
restaurant

� restaurant /rest(ə)rɒnt/ noun a
place where you can buy and eat a meal � I
don’t want to stay at home tonight – let’s
go out to the Italian restaurant in the High
Street. � She’s was waiting for me at the
restaurant.
restedrested /restd/ adj feeling calm and re-
laxed after a rest
restfulrestful /restf(ə)l/ adj which makes you
feel calm and relaxed
restlessrestless /restləs/ adj too nervous, wor-
ried or full of energy to keep still
restore

� restore /r|stɔ
/ (restores, restoring,
restored) verb to repair something and
make it seem new again � The old house
has been restored and is now open to the
public.
restrainrestrain /r |stren/ (restrains, restrain-
ing, restrained) verb to prevent or try to
stop someone doing something � It took six
policemen to restrain him.
restrainedrestrained /r|strend/ adj controlled or
calm
restraintrestraint /r |strent/ noun control
restrict

� restrict /r|strkt/ (restricts, restrict-
ing, restricted) verb to limit someone or
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something � You are restricted to two bot-
tles per person.
restricted

� restricted /r|strktd/ adj limited
restriction

� restriction /r|strkʃən/ noun a limi-
tation [~on] � The police have placed re-
strictions on his movements.
restrictiverestrictive /r |strktv/ adj which limits
restructure

� restructure /ri
 |str�ktʃə/ (restruc-
tures, restructuring, restructured) verb to
reorganise something, especially the finan-
cial basis of a company
result

� result /r |z�lt/ noun 1. something
which happens because of something else
� What was the result of the police investi-
gation? � as a result (of something) be-
cause of something � There was a traffic
jam and as a result, she missed her plane.
2. the final score in a game, the final marks
in an exam, etc. � What was the result of
the last race?She isn’t pleased with her
exam results. � I had great fun making the
rug but I’m only partly happy with the re-
sult. � He listened to the football results on
the radio.
resumeresume /r|zju
m/ (resumes, resuming,
resumed) verb 1. to start something again
after stopping � The meeting resumed after
a short break. � Normal train services will
resume after the track has been repaired. �
After the fire, the staff resumed work as
normal. 2. to go back to a place � resume
your places
résumé

� résumé /rezju
 |�me/ noun 1. a short
summing-up of the main points of a discus-
sion or of a book � I can’t attend the meet-
ing, but I would like a résumé of the discus-
sion. � A brief résumé of the contents of the
book is all I need. 2. US a summary of a
person’s life story with details of education
and work experience � Attach a résumé to
your application form.
resumptionresumption /r |z�mpʃən/ noun the act
of starting again
resurfaceresurface /ri
 |s#
fs/ (resurfaces, re-
surfacing, resurfaced) verb 1. to put a new
surface on a road � No one can park on our
street because they are resurfacing it to-
day. 2. to come back to the surface again or
appear again � The bird dived into the wa-
ter and resurfaced several minutes later in
a different part of the river. � He disap-
peared for a time, then resurfaced as man-
aging director of a TV company.
resurrectresurrect /�rezə |rekt/ (resurrects, res-
urrecting, resurrected) verb 1. to bring
something back to use � He resurrected his
old plan for rebuilding the town centre. 2.

to start something up again (NOTE: + resur-
rection n)
resuscitateresuscitate /r|s�stet/ (resuscitates,
resuscitating, resuscitated) verb to make
someone who appears to be dead start
breathing again, and to restart the circula-
tion of blood (NOTE: + resuscitation n)
retailretail /ri
tel/ noun the business of selling
small quantities of goods direct to the pub-
lic � We specialise in the retail of ordinary
household goods. � The goods in stock
have a retail value of £10,000. � verb (re-
tails, retailing, retailed) to sell goods di-
rect to customers who do not sell them
again
retailerretailer /ri
telə/ noun a shopkeeper who
sells goods directly to the public. Compare
wholesaler
retailingretailing /ri
telŋ/ noun the business of
selling goods at full price to the public
retain

� retain /r|ten/ (retains, retaining, re-
tained) verb to keep something � Please
retain this invoice for tax purposes. � One
book especially retained my attention – so
I bought it. � He managed to retain his
composure in spite of being constantly
heckled.
retaliateretaliate /r |t�liet/ (retaliates, retaliat-
ing, retaliated) verb to attack someone in
revenge (NOTE: + retaliation n)
retentionretention /r |tenʃən/ noun 1. the act of
keeping something � The committee voted
for the retention of the existing system. 2.
the act of holding something back
rethinkrethink /ri
θŋk/ (rethinks, rethinking,
rethought) verb to think again about or re-
consider something � We should rethink
the whole plan now that the council has re-
fused planning permission.
reticentreticent /rets(ə)nt/ adj not willing to
talk about something
retinaretina /retnə/ noun an inside layer of the
eye, which is sensitive to light
retinueretinue /retnju
/ noun a group of peo-
ple following an important person
retire

� retire /r |taə/ (retires, retiring, re-
tired) verb 1. to stop work and take a pen-
sion [~from] � He will retire from his job as
manager next April. � She’s retiring this
year. 2. to make an employee stop work
and take a pension � They decided to retire
all staff over 50.
retired

� retired /r|taəd/ adj who has stopped
work and draws a pension
retirement

� retirement /r |taəmənt/ noun 1. the
act of retiring from work � He was given a
watch as a retirement present. � He claims
that the pension he’ll get on his retirement
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won’t be sufficient. 2. a period of life when
you are retired � He spent his retirement in
his house in France. � Most people look
forward to their retirement.
retiringretiring /r |taərŋ/ adj shy, quiet and re-
served
retortretort /r|tɔ
t/ (retorts, retorting, retort-
ed) verb to reply sharply (literary) � She re-
torted that she had plenty of money and
didn’t want any gifts from him. (NOTE: + re-
tort n)
retractretract /r|tr�kt/ (retracts, retracting,
retracted) verb 1. to pull back � The land-
ing gear retracted after take-off. 2. to with-
draw something which has been said � He
refuses to retract a single word of his state-
ment.
retreatretreat /r|tri
t/ verb (retreats, retreat-
ing, retreated) if soldiers retreat, they stop
fighting and move back and away from the
battle � Napoleon retreated from Moscow
in 1812. � noun the act of moving back and
away from a battle � The army’s retreat
was swift and unexpected.
retrialretrial /ri
 |�traəl/ noun a second trial of a
case when the first trial was not conducted
properly or no verdict was reached
retributionretribution /�retr |bju
ʃ(ə)n/ noun a
well-deserved punishment
retrieve

� retrieve /r |tri
v/ (retrieves, retriev-
ing, retrieved) verb 1. to get back some-
thing which was lost � He retrieved his um-
brella from the lost-property office. 2. to
bring back something which has been
stored in a computer � She retrieved the
address files which she thought had been
deleted.
retrospectretrospect /retrəυspekt/ noun � in ret-
rospect when you look back � In retro-
spect, our decision to make him finance di-
rector was quite wrong.
retrospectiveretrospective /�retrəυ|spektv/ noun
an exhibition of works of art covering the
whole career of an artist � This has been
the first Henry Moore retrospective for
some years.
retryretry /�ri
|tra/ (retries, retrying, retried)
verb to have a retrial of a case which has al-
ready been tried once
return

� return /r |t#
n/ noun 1. the act of going
or coming back to a place [~from/] � It
snowed on the day of her return from Can-
ada. � I’ll come and see you on my return.
2. the key on a keyboard which you press
when you have finished keying something,
or when you want to start a new line � To
change directory, type C: and press return.
� verb (returns, returning, returned) 1. to

come back or go back [~from/~to] � When
she returned from lunch she found two
messages waiting for her. � When do you
plan to return to Paris? 2. to give or send
something back [~to] � The letter was re-
turned to the sender.
reunificationreunification /�ri
ju
nf |keʃ(ə)n/
noun the act of joining again something
which has been split. Compare unification
reunionreunion /ri
 |ju
njən/ noun a meeting of
people who have not met for a long time
reunitereunite /�ri
ju
 |nat/ (reunites, reunit-
ing, reunited) verb to join people or things
together again
reusereuse /ri
|ju
s/ (reuses, reusing, re-
used) verb to use again something which
has already been used
revamprevamp1 /ri
 |v�mp/ (revamps, revamp-
ing, revamped) verb to improve the ap-
pearance of something which is slightly
old-fashioned � The whole image of the
company needs revamping.
revamprevamp2 /ri
v�mp/ noun a complete
change of the appearance of something �

Our headed notepaper has had a complete
revamp.
reveal

� reveal /r |vi
l/ (reveals, revealing, re-
vealed) verb to show or mention something
which was hidden [~(that)] � He revealed
that he actually knew very little about cars.
� An unexpected fault was revealed during
the test. � The X-ray revealed a brain tu-
mour.
revealingrevealing /r |vi
lŋ/ adj which shows
something which is usually hidden
revelationrevelation /�revə |leʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the
act of showing or mentioning something
which was secret � Her revelation that she
had two children took everyone by sur-
prise. 2. something which was a secret
which now everyone knows � His singing
was a revelation.
revellerreveller /rev(ə)lə/ noun a person who is
having a good time (NOTE: The US spelling
is reveler.)
revenge

� revenge /r |vend�/ noun the act of
punishing someone in return for harm he or
she has caused you [~for] � They attacked
the police station in revenge for the arrest
of three members of the gang. � All the time
he spent in prison, his only thought was of
revenge. � He had his revenge in the end,
when her car broke down and she had to
phone for help.
revenuerevenue /revənju
/ noun 1. money
which is received � His only source of rev-
enue is his shop. 2. money received by a
government in tax
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reverberatereverberate /r |v#
bəret/ (reverber-
ates, reverberating, reverberated) verb to
echo or to ring out loudly and repeatedly
revererevere /r |və/ (reveres, revering, re-
vered) verb to worship someone or to re-
spect someone very highly
reverencereverence /rev(ə)rəns/ noun great re-
spect
reveriereverie /revəri/ noun a dream which you
have during the day when you are not
asleep
reversalreversal /r |v#
s(ə)l/ noun a change to
the opposite
reverse

� reverse /r |v#
s/ adj opposite to the
front � The reverse side of the carpet is
made of foam rubber. � The conditions are
printed on the reverse side of the invoice. �
noun 1. the opposite side � Didn’t you read
what was on the reverse of the label? 2. a
car gear which makes you go backwards �
Put the car into reverse and back very
slowly into the garage. � The car’s stuck in
reverse! � verb (reverses, reversing, re-
versed) 1. to make something do the oppo-
site � The page order was reversed by mis-
take. � Don’t try to reverse the trend, go
along with it. 2. to make a car go back-
wards � Reverse as far as you can, then go
forward. � Be careful not to reverse into
that lamppost. � in reverse order back-
wards � They called out the names of the
prize-winners in reverse order.
reversiblereversible /r |v#
sb(ə)l/ adj which can
be worn with either side out
reversing lightreversing light /r |v#
sŋ �lat/ noun a
light on the back of a car which lights up
when the car is put into reverse gear
revert

� revert /r |v#
t/ (reverts, reverting, re-
verted) verb to go back or come back to an
earlier state
review

� review /r |vju
/ noun 1. written com-
ments on something, e.g. a book, play or
film, published in a newspaper or maga-
zine � Did you read the review of her latest
film in today’s paper? � His book got some
very good reviews. 2. a monthly or weekly
magazine which contains articles of gener-
al interest � His first short story appeared
in a Scottish literary review. 3. an examina-
tion of several things together � The com-
pany’s annual review of each department’s
performance. � verb (reviews, reviewing,
reviewed) 1. to read a book, see a film, etc.,
and write comments about it in a newspa-
per or magazine � Her exhibition was re-
viewed in today’s paper. � Whoever re-
viewed her latest book, obviously didn’t
like it. 2. to examine something in a general

way � The bank will review our overdraft
position at the end of the month. � Let’s re-
view the situation in the light of the new de-
velopments. 3. US to study a lesson again �
You must review your geography before the
exam.
reviewerreviewer /r|vju
ə/ noun a person who
writes comments on something, e.g. books,
plays or films
revilerevile /r |val/ (reviles, reviling, reviled)
verb to criticise someone or something
harshly
revise

� revise /r|vaz/ (revises, revising, re-
vised) verb 1. to study a lesson again [~for]
� I’m revising for my history test. � There
isn’t enough time to revise before the exam.
2. to change something or make something
correct � He is revising the speech he is due
to give this evening. � These figures will
have to be revised, there seems to be a mis-
take.
revision

� revision /r |v�(ə)n/ noun the action
of revising something
revival

� revival /r |vav(ə)l/ noun the act of
bringing something back into existence
reviverevive /r |vav/ (revives, reviving, re-
vived) verb 1. to recover, to get well again
� After drinking some water he had revived
enough to go on with the marathon. 2. to
bring someone back to life again � The
paramedics managed to revive her on the
way to the hospital. 3. to make something
popular again � It won’t be easy to revive
people’s interest in old country crafts.
revokerevoke /r |vəυk/ (revokes, revoking, re-
voked) verb to cancel something, e.g. a
right, agreement or permission
revoltrevolt /r |vəυlt/ (revolts, revolting, re-
volted) verb 1. to rise up against authority
� The prisoners revolted against the harsh
treatment they were receiving. (NOTE: In this
sense the noun is also revolt.) 2. to disgust
someone � It revolted me to see all that
food being thrown away. (NOTE: in this
sense the noun is revulsion.)
revoltingrevolting /r |vəυltŋ/ adj extremely un-
pleasant, often so unpleasant as to make
you feel ill � a revolting smell
revolution

� revolution /�revə |lu
ʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. an
armed rising against a government � He
led an unsuccessful revolution against the
last president. � During the French Revo-
lution many aristocrats were executed. 2. a
change in the way things are done [~in] � a
revolution in data processing
revolutionaryrevolutionary /�revə |lu
ʃ(ə)n(ə)ri/ (plu-
ral revolutionaries) noun a person who
takes part in an uprising against a govern-
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ment � The captured revolutionaries were
shot when the army took control.
revolve

� revolve /r |vɒlv/ (revolves, revolving,
revolved) verb to turn round a fixed point
[~around] � The Earth revolves around the
Sun.
revolverrevolver /r |vɒlvə/ noun a small hand
gun in which the chamber for cartridges
turns after each shot is fired, so that another
shot can be fired quickly
revulsionrevulsion /r|v�lʃən/ noun disgust
reward

� reward /r |wɔ
d/ noun money given to
someone for work done or as a prize for
finding something, or for information
about something � When she took the purse
she had found to the police station she got
a £25 reward. � He is not interested in
money – the Olympic gold medal will be re-
ward enough. � verb (rewards, rewarding,
rewarded) to give someone money as a
prize for finding something, or for doing
something � He was rewarded for finding
the box of papers. � All her efforts were re-
warded when she won first prize.
rewardingrewarding /r |wɔ
dŋ/ adj which gives
satisfaction
rewindrewind /�ri
 |wand/ noun the action of
winding something back � verb (rewinds,
rewinding, rewound) to wind something
back � After playing the cassette he re-
wound it. � The flex will rewind automati-
cally when you press the red button.
reworkrework /ri
 |w#
k/ (reworks, reworking,
reworked) verb to work on something
again
rewriterewrite /ri
|rat/ (rewrites, rewriting, re-
wrote, rewritten) verb to write something
again in different words � She rewrote the
essay, adding more references.
rhetoric

� rhetoric /retərk/ noun the art of
speaking in a way which is intended to
make people change their minds � She
came away from the meeting enthused by
the Prime Minister’s rhetoric.
rhetorical questionrhetorical question /r |�tɒrk(ə)l
kwestʃən/ noun a question which makes
a statement, rather than expecting an an-
swer
rheumatism

� rheumatism /ru
mətz(ə)m/ noun a
disease which gives painful or stiff joints
or muscles
rhododendronrhododendron /�rəυdə |dendrən/ noun
a large evergreen shrub with clusters of
huge pink, red or purple flowers
rhombusrhombus /rɒmbəs/ (plural rhombuses
or rhombi) noun a shape with four equal
sides but with no right angles

rhubarbrhubarb /ru
bɑ
b/ noun a plant of which
the thick red leaf stalks are cooked and eat-
en as a dessert
rhymerhyme /ram/ noun the way in which
some words end in the same sound � Can
you think of a rhyme for ‘taught’? � verb
(rhymes, rhyming, rhymed) to end with
the same sound as another word [~with] �
‘Mr’ rhymes with ‘sister’
rhythmrhythm /rð(ə)m/ noun a strong regular
beat in music or poetry � They stamped
their feet to the rhythm of the music.
ribrib /rb/ noun one of 24 curved bones
which protect your chest � He fell down
while skiing and broke two ribs.
ribbedribbed /rbd/ adj with a pattern of raised
lines (of knitting)
ribbonribbon /rbən/ noun a long thin strip of
material for tying things or used as decora-
tion
rice

� rice /ras/ noun the seeds of a tropical
plant which are cooked and eaten � She
only had a bowl of rice for her evening
meal. � Cook the rice with some saffron to
make it yellow.
rich

� rich /rtʃ/ adj 1. who has a lot of money
� If only we were rich, then we could buy a
bigger house. � He never spends anything,
and so he gets richer and richer. 2. made
with a lot of cream, butter, or eggs � This
cream cake is too rich for me.
richesriches /rtʃz/ plural noun wealth � In
spite of all their riches they are not a happy
family.
ricketyrickety /rkti/ adj wobbly, likely to fall
down
rickshawrickshaw /rk |�ʃɔ
/, ricksha noun a vehi-
cle which people sit in and which is pulled
by a person
ricochetricochet /rkəʃe/ (ricochets, ricochet-
ing or ricochetting, ricocheted or rico-
chetted) verb to bounce off a surface at an
angle
rid

� rid /rd/ adj � to get rid of something
to throw something away � Do you want to
get rid of that old bookcase? � We have
been told to get rid of twenty staff. � She
doesn’t seem able to get rid of her cold.
riddenridden /rd(ə)n/ past participle of ride
riddleriddle /rd(ə)l/ noun a puzzling question
to which you have to find the answer �

Here’s a riddle for you: ‘what’s black and
white and red all over?’.
ride

� ride /rad/ noun a pleasant trip, e.g. on
a horse or a bike or in a car [~on/~in] � Can
I have a ride on your motorbike? � He took
us all for a ride in his new car. � The sta-
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tion is only a short bus ride from the col-
lege. � verb (rides, riding, rode, ridden) to
go on a horse, on a bike, etc. � He rode his
bike across the road without looking. �
She’s never ridden (on) an elephant. � My
little sister is learning to ride, but she’s
frightened of big horses.
riderrider /radə/ noun a person who rides �
The rider of the black horse fell at the first
fence. � Motorcycle riders must wear hel-
mets.
ridgeridge /rd�/ noun a long narrow raised
part
ridiculeridicule /rdkju
l/ noun mocking,
laughing at someone � She was afraid of
the ridicule of her colleagues. � verb (ridi-
cules, ridiculing, ridiculed) to laugh at
someone or something � She ridiculed his
attempts at speaking Italian.
ridiculous

� ridiculous /r|dkjυləs/ adj extremely
silly or unreasonable
ridingriding /radŋ/ noun the sport of going on
horseback � He loves riding. � Let’s go rid-
ing in the park.
riferife /raf/ adj common � Crime is rife in
some parts of the town.
riflerifle /raf(ə)l/ noun a gun with a long bar-
rel which you hold with two hands, against
your shoulder � The gunman was on a roof
with a rifle. � He was shooting at a target
with an air rifle.
riftrift /rft/ noun a split or crack
rigrig /r(/ (rigs, rigging, rigged) verb to ar-
range a dishonest result (informal) � rig up

rig up phrasal verb to arrange something
or construct something quickly

riggingrigging /r(ŋ/ noun 1. the ropes on a
ship � The rigging creaked in the storm. �
Sailors ran up the rigging to wave to the
crowds on the quayside. 2. the practice of
arranging a vote to give a dishonest result
� Vote rigging is very common here.
right

� right /rat/ adj 1. correct � She didn’t
put the bottles back in the � You’re right –
the number 8 bus doesn’t go to Marble
Arch. � She gave the right answer every
time. � He says the answer is 285 – quite
right! � Is the station clock right? � Is this
the right train for Manchester? � all right 2.
on the same side as the hand which most
people use to write with � In England cars
don’t drive on the right side of the road. �
The keys are in the top right drawer of my
desk. � He was holding the suitcase in his
right hand. � noun the side opposite to the
left [~of] � Who was that girl sitting on the
right of your father? � When driving in
France remember to keep to the right. �

When you get to the next crossroads, turn
to the right. � Go straight ahead, and take
the second road on the right. � adv 1. di-
rectly, or in a straight line � Instead of stop-
ping at the crossroads, he drove right on
across the main road and � To get to the
police station, keep right on to the end of
the road, and then turn left. � Go right
along to the end of the corridor, you’ll see
my office in front of you. 2. exactly � The
pub is right at the end of the road. � The
phone rang right in the middle of the TV
programme. � She stood right in front of
the TV and no one could see the screen. 3.
towards the right-hand side � To get to the
station, turn right at the traffic lights. �
Children should be taught to look right and
left before crossing the road. � interj
agreed, OK � Right, so we all meet again
at 7 o’clock?
right-hand

� right-hand /�rat h�nd/ adj on the
right side
right-handed

� right-handed /�rat h�ndd/ adj us-
ing the right hand more often than the left
for things like writing and eating
right-hand manright-hand man /�rat h�nd m�n/
(plural right-hand men) noun the main as-
sistant
right-wingright-wing /�rat wŋ/ adj belonging or
relating to the conservative political parties
rigidrigid /rd�d/ adj stiff and not bending
much
rigmarolerigmarole /r(mə |�rəυl/ noun a process
which is unnecessarily complicated
rigorousrigorous /r(ərəs/ adj very thorough
rigourrigour /r(ə/ noun the fact of being strict
or severe � We will pursue the case with the
full rigour of the law. (NOTE: The US spell-
ing is rigor.)
rilerile /ral/ (riles, riling, riled) verb to make
someone angry or annoyed
rim

� rim /rm/ noun 1. the edge of something
round, like a wheel or a cup � The rim of
the glass is chipped. 2. a frame of specta-
cles � He wears glasses with steel rims.
rindrind /rand/ noun a skin on fruit, bacon or
cheese
ring

� ring /rŋ/ noun 1. a round shape, e.g. of
metal � She has a gold ring in her nose. �
He wears a ring on his little finger. 2. a cir-
cle of people or things  � The teacher asked
the children to sit in a ring round her. 3. the
noise of an electric bell � There was a ring
at the door. 4. a space where a circus show
takes place or where a boxing match is held
� The horses galloped round the ring. �
The ringmaster came into the ring with his
top hat and whip. � verb (rings, ringing,
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rang, rung) 1. to make a sound with a bell
� The postman rang the doorbell. � Is that
your phone ringing? 2. to telephone some-
one � He rang me to say he would be late.
� Don’t ring tomorrow afternoon – the of-
fice will be closed. � Don’t ring me, I’ll
ring you. � to ring a bell to remind some-
one of something � The name rings a bell.
� Does the name Arbuthnot ring any bells?

ring back� phrasal verb to telephone to
answer someone (informal)
ring off� phrasal verb to put down the
phone
ring up� phrasal verb to speak to some-
one using a telephone

ringleaderringleader /rŋli
də/ noun a person who
organises a revolt or some crime
ring roadring road /rŋ rəυd/ noun a road which
goes right round a town
rinkrink /rŋk/ noun a large enclosed area, e.g.
for ice skating, playing ice hockey or roller
skating
rinserinse /rns/ verb (rinses, rinsing, rinsed)
to put things covered with soap or dirty
things into clean water to remove the soap
or the dirt � Rinse the dishes before putting
them on the draining board to dry. � noun
the act of washing something in clean wa-
ter to get rid of soap � Give your shirt a
good rinse.
riot

� riot /raət/ noun noisy and usually vi-
olent behaviour by a crowd of people � The
protesters started a riot.
rioterrioter /raətə/ noun a person who takes
part in a riot
riotousriotous /raətəs/ adj disorderly, as in a
riot
riprip /rp/ noun a tear in cloth � He lost the
race because of a rip in his sail. � verb
(rips, ripping, ripped) 1. to tear something
roughly � I ripped my sleeve on a nail. �

She ripped open the parcel to see what he
had given her. � The old bathroom is being
ripped out and new units put in. 2. to go
through something violently � The fire
ripped through the building.

rip off phrasal verb 1. to tear something
off something else � It’s the last day of
the month so you can rip the page off the
calendar. � Someone has ripped off the
book’s cover. 2. � to rip someone off to
cheat someone or to make someone pay
too much (slang) � They were ripped off
in the market.

ripe

� ripe /rap/ adj ready to eat or to be
picked � Don’t eat that apple – it isn’t ripe
yet.

ripenripen /rapən/ (ripens, ripening, rip-
ened) verb to become ripe
rip-offrip-off /rp ɒf/ noun a bad deal (informal)
rippleripple /rp(ə)l/ noun a little wave
rise

� rise /raz/ noun a movement or slope
upwards [~in] � Salaries are increasing to
keep up with the rise in the cost of living. �
There is a gentle rise until you get to the
top of the hill. � verb (rises, rising, rose,
risen) to go up  � The sun always rises in
the east. � The road rises steeply for a few
miles. � Prices have been rising steadily
all year. � If you open the oven door, the
cake won’t rise properly.
risk

� risk /rsk/ noun a possible bad result  �
There is not much risk of rain in August. �
At the risk of looking foolish, I’m going to
ask her to come out with me. � The risk of
going blind is very remote. � There is a fi-
nancial risk attached to this deal. � verb
(risks, risking, risked) to do something
which may possibly harm you � The fire-
man risked his life to save her. � He risked
all his savings on buying the bookshop.
riskyrisky /rski/ (riskier, riskiest) adj which
is dangerous
risquérisqué /rske/ adj slightly indecent
riterite /rat/ noun a religious ceremony
ritualritual /rtʃuəl/ noun 1. a religious cere-
mony � the ritual of the mass 2. something
which you do regularly in the same way �
Every evening it’s the same ritual: he puts
the cat out and locks the door. � We don’t
follow any particular ritual on Christmas
Day, we take the day as it comes.
rivalrival /rav(ə)l/ adj who competes � Two
rival companies are trying to win the con-
tract. � Is this the rival product you were
talking about? � Simon and I are friends
but we play for rival teams. � noun a per-
son or a company that competes � H538 �
We keep our prices low to compete with our
rivals.
rivalryrivalry /rav(ə)lri/ noun competition
river

� river /rvə/ noun a large mass of fresh
water which runs across the land and goes
into the sea or into a large lake � London is
on the River Thames. � The river is very
deep here, so it’s dangerous to swim in it.
(NOTE: With names of rivers, you usually say
the River: the River Thames; the River Am-
azon; the River Nile.)
rivetrivet /rvt/ noun a large metal pin which
fastens metal plates together � The workers
were driving rivets into the metal sheets
with huge hammers. � verb (rivets, rivet-
ing, riveted) 1. to fasten metal plates to-
gether � Workmen riveted the sheets of

Intermediate.fm  Page 537  Monday, August 23, 2004  5:36 PM



riveting 538
metal together. 2. to attract the attention of
someone � The audience was riveted by his
stories. � He sat riveted to the TV set. �

Her eyes were riveted on the door, as if she
expected someone to come in.
rivetingriveting /rvtŋ/ adj which holds every-
one’s attention (informal )
road

� road /rəυd/ noun a hard surface which
vehicles travel on � The road to York goes
directly north from London. � Drivers must
be careful because roads are icy. � Chil-
dren are taught to look both ways before
crossing the road. � Our office address is:
26 London Road. (NOTE: often used in
names: London Road, York Road, etc., and
usually written Rd: London Rd, etc.)
roadblockroadblock /rəυdblɒk/ noun a barrier put
across a road by the police
road maproad map /rəυd m�p/ noun a map which
shows the roads in a certain area
road rage

� road rage /rəυd red�/ noun a violent
attack by a driver on another car or its driv-
er, caused by anger at the way the other
driver has been driving
roadsideroadside /rəυdsad/ noun the side of a
road � We couldn’t find a picnic area, so in
the end we picnicked on the roadside. �

They had a puncture so they stopped by the
roadside to change the wheel.
roadwayroadway /rəυdwe/ noun a main surface
of a road (NOTE: The US term is pavement.)
roadworksroadworks /rəυdw#
ks/ plural noun re-
pairs to a road � It took longer than normal
to get to Birmingham because of all the
roadworks.
roadworthyroadworthy /rəυdw#
ði/ adj in a fit
state to be driven on a road
roamroam /rəυm/ (roams, roaming, roamed)
verb to wander about a place without any
particular destination
roarroar /rɔ
/ (roars, roaring, roared) verb to
make a deep loud noise � He roared with
laughter at the film. � The lion roared and
then attacked.
roast

� roast /rəυst/ verb (roasts, roasting,
roasted) to cook food over a fire or in an
oven � If you want the meat thoroughly
cooked, roast it for a longer period at a
lower temperature. � You can either roast
pigeons or cook them in a casserole. � adj
which has been roasted � What a lovely
smell of roast meat! � We had roast chicken
for dinner.
rob

� rob /rɒb/ (robs, robbing, robbed) verb
to attack and steal from someone
robber

� robber /rɒbə/ noun a person who at-
tacks and steals from someone

robbery

robbery /rɒbəri/ (plural robberies) noun
the act of attacking and stealing someone
roberobe /rəυb/ noun a long, loose dress for
men or women � The professors came onto
the platform in their academic robes. � The
Arab sheikh rode up on a camel in his flow-
ing robes.
robin

robin /rɒbn/ noun a common small
brown bird with a red breast
robot

� robot /rəυbɒt/ noun a machine which
is designed to work like a person automat-
ically
robustrobust /rəυ|b�st/ adj 1. strong and
healthy 2. not likely to fail or break � a ro-
bust system 3. vigorous and determined �
He gave some robust answers to the jour-
nalists’ questions.
rock

� rock /rɒk/ noun 1. a large stone or a
large piece of stone � The ship was break-
ing up on the rocks. 2. a hard pink sweet
shaped like a stick, often with the name of
a town printed in it, bought mainly by tour-
ists � a stick of Brighton rock 3. rock music
loud popular music with a strong rhythm �

Rock is the only music he listens to. � verb
(rocks, rocking, rocked) to move from
side to side, or to make something move
from side to side � The little boat rocked in
the wake of the ferry. � The explosion
rocked the town.
rock bottom

� rock bottom /�rɒk bɒtəm/ noun the
lowest point
rocketrocket /rɒkt/ noun 1. a type of space ve-
hicle that looks like a tall tower 2. a type of
firework which flies up into the sky � We
stood in the square and watched the rock-
ets lighting up the sky. 3. a type of bomb
which is shot through space at an enemy �
They fired a homemade rocket into the po-
lice station.
rocking chair

rocking chair /rɒkŋ tʃeə/ noun a chair
which rocks backwards and forwards on
rockers
rock music

rock music /rɒk �mju
zk/ noun loud
popular music with a strong rhythm
rockyrocky /rɒki/ adj 1. full of rocks and large
stones � They followed a rocky path up the
mountain. 2. difficult � The company has
had a rocky year. � My brother and sister-
in-law are going through a rocky patch at
the moment. 3. not steady � My chair is a
bit rocky.
rod

rod /rɒd/ noun a long stick � You need
something rigid like a metal rod to hold the
tent upright.
rode

� rode /rəυd/ past tense of ride
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rodentrodent /rəυd(ə)nt/ noun an animal
which chews and gnaws, such as a mouse
or a rat
rodeorodeo /rəυdiəυ, rəυ |deəυ/ (plural rode-
os) noun a display of skill by cowboys
roeroe /rəυ/ noun the eggs of fish � They ate
salmon roe on toast. (NOTE: Do not confuse
with row.)
roguerogue /rəυ(/ noun a wicked or dishonest
person � That car dealer is a bit of a rogue
– you shouldn’t really trust him.
role

� role /rəυl/, rôle noun 1. a part played by
someone in a play or film � He plays the
role of the king. 2. a part played by some-
one in real life [~in] � He played an impor-
tant role in getting the project off the
ground. � Sleep has an important role in
good health. (NOTE: Do not confuse with
roll.)
role model

� role model /rəυl �mɒd(ə)l/ noun a
person who should be taken as an example
which others can copy
role playrole play /rəυl ple/ noun an activity in
which people each play the part of another
person, as part of a training exercise
roll

� roll /rəυl/ noun 1. a tube of something
which has been turned over and over on it-
self � a roll of fax paper � a roll of toilet
paper or a toilet roll 2. a very small loaf of
bread for one person, sometimes cut in half
and used to make a sandwich � a bowl of
soup and a bread roll � verb (rolls, rolling,
rolled) 1. to make something go forward by
turning it over and over � He rolled the ball
to the other player. 2. to go forward by
turning over and over � The ball rolled
down the hill. � My pound coin has rolled
under the piano. 3. to make something
move on wheels or rollers � The table is fit-
ted with wheels, just roll it into the room. �
The patient was rolled into the operating
theatre ten minutes ago. 4. to turn some-
thing flat over and over so that it forms a
cylinder � He rolled the poster into a tube.

roll up� phrasal verb 1. to turn some-
thing flat over and over until it is a tube �
He rolled up the carpet or rolled the car-
pet up. � A hedgehog will roll up into a
ball if you touch it. 2. to arrive � They just
rolled up and asked if we could put them
up for the night. � The bridegroom finally
rolled up an hour late and said he’d had
a puncture.

rollcallrollcall /rəυlkɔ
l/ noun the act of reading
a list of names
roller

� roller /rəυlə/ noun 1. a heavy round
object which rolls, e.g. one used for mak-
ing lawns or cricket pitches flat � The

ground is so bumpy, you’ll need a roller to
flatten it. � They used the roller just before
the match started. � steamroller 2. a plastic
tube used for rolling hair into curls � She
came to the door in her dressing gown and
rollers.
rollerbladesrollerblades /rəυləbledz/ trademark
roller skates with a single set of wheels
placed in line on the sole of each skate
rollerbladingrollerblading /rəυləbledŋ/ noun the
sport of going on rollerblades
roller coasterroller coaster /�rəυlə kəυstə/ noun 1. a
fairground railway which goes up and
down steep slopes � We all went for a ride
on the roller coaster. 2. a dangerous or
risky series of events that cannot be con-
trolled � The government had a roller-
coaster ride during its first weeks in office.
rolling pinrolling pin /rəυlŋ pn/ noun a wooden
roller with handles, for flattening pastry
RomanRoman /rəυmən/ noun 1. a person who
lives or lived in Rome � The Romans in-
vaded Britain in AD 43. 2. a printing type
with straight letters � The book is set in
Times Roman. Compare italic
Roman CatholicRoman Catholic /�rəυmən k�θ(ə)lk/
noun a person who belongs to the Christian
Church of which the Pope is the head �
When the Pope visited the country thou-
sands of Roman Catholics attended mass.
romance

� romance /rəυ|m�ns/ noun 1. a love
affair � She told us all about her holiday
romance. � Their romance didn’t last. 2. a
love story � You’ll enjoy this book if you
like romances.
Roman numeralRoman numeral /�rəυmən nju
mərəl/
noun a number belonging to the set written
with the symbols I,V, X, C, D and M. Com-
pare Arabic numeral
romantic

� romantic /rəυ|m�ntk/ adj 1. full of
mystery and love � romantic music � The
atmosphere in the restaurant was very ro-
mantic. 2. used to describe something, of-
ten a literary or artistic style, which is
based on personal emotions or imagination
(of a literary or artistic style) � His style is
too romantic for my liking. � She has a ro-
mantic view of life.
RomanyRomany /rɒməni/ noun a member of a
people originally from India, who travel
from place to place rather than live in a per-
manent home
rompromp /rɒmp/ (romps, romping, romped)
verb to play about energetically � She was
romping with her friends on the sofa when
her mother came in.
roof

� roof /ru
f/ noun 1. a part of a building
which covers it and protects it � The cat
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walked across the roof of the greenhouse. �
She lives in a little cottage with a thatched
roof. 2. the top of the inside of the mouth �
I burnt the roof of my mouth drinking hot
soup. 3. the top of a vehicle, e.g. a car, bus
or lorry � We had to put the cases on the
roof of the car.
roofingroofing /ru
fŋ/ noun material which is
used to make roofs
roof rackroof rack /ru
f r�k/ noun a frame fixed
to the roof of a car for carrying luggage
rooftoprooftop /ru
ftɒp/ noun the top of a roof
� The plane flew low over the rooftops of
the village.
rookrook /rυk/ noun 1. a large black bird �
What is the difference between a rook and
a crow? – Crows usually live in pairs,
while rooks live in colonies. 2. (in chess)
one of two pieces used in chess, shaped
like a little castle tower � She took my last
rook.
rookierookie /rυki/ noun a new recruit in the
armed forces or in the police (informal)
room

� room /ru
m/ noun 1. a part of a build-
ing, divided from other parts by walls �
The flat has six rooms, plus kitchen and
bathroom. � We want an office with at least
four rooms. 2. a bedroom in a hotel � Your
room is 316 – here’s your key. � His room
is just opposite mine. 3. a space for some-
thing [~for] � There isn’t enough room in
the car for six people. � The table is too big
– it takes up a lot of room. � to make room
for someone or something to squeeze up
to give space for someone or something �
There is no way we can make room for an-
other passenger.
room-materoom-mate /ru
m met/ noun a person
who shares a room with you, especially at
college
room serviceroom service /ru
m �s#
vs/ noun an
arrangement in a hotel where food or drink
can be served in a guest’s bedroom
roomyroomy /ru
mi/ (roomier, roomiest) adj
with plenty of space inside
root

� root /ru
t/ noun 1. a part of a plant
which goes down into the ground, and
which takes nourishment from the soil �
I’m not surprised the plant died – it has
hardly any roots. 2. the part of a hair or a
tooth which goes down into the skin � He
pulled her hair out by the roots. � to put
down roots to live somewhere long
enough to feel that you belong there � to
take root 1. (of an idea) to become estab-
lished 2. (of part of a plant) to make roots �
The cuttings died – none of them took root.

rope

� rope /rəυp/ noun a very thick cord �
You’ll need a rope to pull the car out of the
ditch. � The burglar climbed down from the
balcony on a rope. � verb (ropes, roping,
roped) to tie together with a rope � The
climbers roped themselves together. � We
roped the sofa onto the roof of the car.
rosaryrosary /rəυzəri/ noun a string of beads
which Catholics use to count out a set of
prayers
rose

� rose /rəυz/ noun a common garden
flower with a strong pleasant smell � He
gave her a bunch of red roses. � These
roses have a beautiful scent. � past tense of
rise
rosérosé /rəυze/ noun a pink wine which
gets its colour from the black grape skins
being left only for a short time in the fer-
menting mixture
rosemaryrosemary /rəυzməri/ noun a bush herb
with spiky green leaves, used in cooking
rosetterosette /rəυ |zet/ noun a ribbon bunched
to look like a flower, used as a decoration
or as a badge
rosterroster /rɒstə/ noun a list of duties which
have to be done and the people who have to
do them
rostrumrostrum /rɒstrəm/ noun a raised stand
for a speaker
rosyrosy /rəυzi/ (rosier, rosiest) adj 1. bright
pink and healthy � The children had rosy
cheeks when they came in from their walk.
2. very favourable � Our future is looking
rosier than it has done for years.
rotrot /rɒt/ (rots, rotting, rotted) verb to de-
cay � The wooden fence is not very old but
it has already started to rot. � rotten
rotarota /rəυtə/ noun a roster, a list of duties
which have to be done and the people who
have to do them
rotaryrotary /rəυtəri/ adj which turns round
rotaterotate /rəυ |tet/ (rotates, rotating, rotat-
ed) verb to turn round or turn something
round an axis like a wheel
rotationrotation /rəυ |teʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. move-
ment around a central point � the rotation
of the earth round the sun 2. the act of tak-
ing turns � the rotation of players in a team
roterote /rəυt/ noun learning by heart, often
without understanding it
rotten

� rotten /rɒt(ə)n/ adj 1. decayed � The
apple looked nice on the outside, but inside
it was rotten. � Don’t walk on that plank, I
think it is rotten. 2. unpleasant � I had a
rotten time at the party – no one would
dance with me. � We had rotten weather on
holiday.
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rottweilerrottweiler /rɒt |�walə/ noun a large pow-
erful dog with a black smooth coat with
brown
rough

� rough /r�f/ adj 1. not smooth � Rub
down any rough edges with sandpaper. 2.
not very accurate � I made some rough cal-
culations on the back of an envelope. 3. not
finished, or with no details � He made a
rough draft of the new design. 4. not gentle
� Don’t be rough when you’re playing with
the puppy.
rough-and-tumblerough-and-tumble /�r�f ən t�mbəl/
noun a way of living that involves a lot of
conflict
roughenroughen /r�f(ə)n/ (roughens, roughen-
ing, roughened) verb to become rough, or
make something become rough
roughly

� roughly /r�fli/ adv 1. in a way that is
not gentle enough � Don’t play so roughly
with the children. � The men threw the box-
es of china roughly into the back of their
van. 2. approximately � There were rough-
ly one hundred people in the audience. �

Ten euros make roughly six pounds. � The
cost of building the new kitchen will be
roughly £25,000.
roughshodroughshod /r�fʃɒd/ adv � to ride
roughshod over somebody or something
to treat somebody with no justice or con-
sideration, or disregard something com-
pletely
rouletteroulette /ru
 |let/ noun a game of chance
where bets are made on the numbers in
boxes on a flat rotating wheel where a
small ball will lodge when the wheel stops
turning
round

� round /raυnd/ adj 1. with a shape like
a circle � In Chinese restaurants, you usu-
ally sit at round tables. 2. with a shape like
a sphere � Soccer is played with a round
ball, while a Rugby ball is oval. � People
used to believe that the Earth was flat, not
round. � adv, prep 1. in a circular way or
movement � The wheels of the lorry went
round and round. � The Earth goes round
the Sun. � He was the first person to sail
round the world single-handed. � We all
sat round the table chatting. � He ran down
the street and disappeared round a corner.
2. towards the back � She turned round
when he tapped her on the shoulder. �

Don’t look round when you’re driving on
the motorway. 3. from one person to anoth-
er � They passed round some papers for
everyone to sign. � Can you pass the plate
of cakes round, please? 4. in various places
� They spent the afternoon going round the
town.

round down phrasal verb to decrease to
the nearest full figure
round on phrasal verb to start to criticise
someone suddenly
round up phrasal verb 1. to gather people
or animals together � The secret police
rounded up about fifty suspects and took
them off in vans. � She rounded up the
children and took them into the museum.
� The farmer is out in the fields rounding
up his sheep. 2. to increase to the nearest
full figure � The figures have been
rounded up to the nearest dollar. � I
owed him £4.98 so I rounded it up to
£5.00.

roundabout

� roundabout /raυndəbaυt/ noun 1. a
place where several roads meet, and traffic
has to move in a circle � When you get to
the next roundabout, turn right. 2. (in a chil-
dren’s playground) a heavy wheel which
turns, and which children ride on in a park
� The children all ran to get on the round-
about. � A small child fell from the round-
about and hurt his leg badly. 3. (in a
fairground) a large machine in a fairground
which turns round and plays music, usually
with horses to sit on which move up and
down
roundedrounded /raυndd/ adj with a smooth or
round shape
roundlyroundly /raυndli/ adv strongly and
clearly
round-the-clockround-the-clock /raυnd ði
/ adj
throughout the day and night
round trip

� round trip /raυnd trp/ noun a jour-
ney from one place to another and back
again
rounduproundup /raυnd�p/ noun a summary
rouserouse /raυz/ (rouses, rousing, roused)
verb 1. to wake someone who is sleeping �
The shouts of the firemen roused the sleep-
ing patients. 2. to get someone to act � The
difficulty will be to rouse the chairman into
action. Compare arouse
rousingrousing /raυzŋ/ adj loud and noisy
routrout /raυt/ noun the complete defeat of an
army or a team � The final match of the se-
ries ended in a rout for the home side. �

verb (routs, routing, routed) to defeat
someone completely � The enemy army
was routed. (NOTE: + rout n)
route

� route /ru
t/ noun a way to be followed
to get to a destination  � We still have to de-
cide which route we will take.
routine

� routine /ru
 |ti
n/ noun the usual, regu-
lar way of doing things � He doesn’t like
his daily routine to be disturbed. � A
change of routine might do you good. � adj
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done as part of a regular pattern of activi-
ties � He went to the doctor for a routine
examination.
rovingroving /rəυvŋ/ adj going from place to
place
row

� row1 /rəυ/ noun a line of things, side by
side or one after the other � He has a row
of cabbages in the garden. � They pulled
down an old house to build a row of shops.
� I want two seats in the front row.
rowrow2 /raυ/ noun (informal) 1. a serious ar-
gument � They had a row about who was
responsible for the accident. 2. a loud noise
� Stop making that dreadful row!
rowdyrowdy /raυdi/ (rowdier, rowdiest) adj in-
volving people who are making a great
deal of noise � A rowdy party in the flat
next door kept us all awake. � The minister
had a rowdy reception at the meeting.
royal

� royal /rɔəl/ adj relating to a king or
queen
royal blueroyal blue /�rɔəl blu
/ noun a deep blue
royalistroyalist /rɔəlst/ noun a person support-
ing rule by a king or queen
royaltyroyalty /rɔəlti/ (plural royalties) noun 1.
members of a king’s or queen’s family �
Please dress formally, there will be royalty
present. 2. money paid to the author of a
book or an actor in a film as a percentage
of sales � Do you receive royalties on the
sales of your book? � All royalty cheques
are paid direct to my account in Switzer-
land.
RSVP

� RSVP abbr letters printed on an invita-
tion asking the person invited to reply. Full
form répondez s’il vous plaît
rub

� rub /r�b/ (rubs, rubbing, rubbed) verb
to move something across the surface of
something else � He rubbed his hands to-
gether to get them warm. � These new
shoes have rubbed against my heel and
given me a blister. � The cat rubbed herself
against my legs.

rub in� phrasal verb to make an oint-
ment or cream enter the skin by rubbing
� She rubbed the ointment into her skin.
rub out� phrasal verb to remove a pencil
mark with a rubber
rub up phrasal verb � to rub someone up
the wrong way to annoy someone
(informal) � She’s in a bad mood, some-
one must have rubbed her up the wrong
way.

rubber

� rubber /r�bə/ noun 1. a strong sub-
stance that bends easily, made from the sap
of a tropical tree � Car tyres are made of
rubber. � Many years ago, we visited a
rubber plantation in Malaysia. 2. a piece

of rubber used for removing pencil marks
� He used a rubber to try to rub out what
he had written.
rubber bandrubber band /�r�bə b�nd/ noun same
as elastic band
rubbish

� rubbish /r�bʃ/ noun 1. waste, things
which are no use and are thrown away � We
had to step over heaps of rubbish to get to
the restaurant. 2. worthless nonsense �
Have you read his new book? – It’s rub-
bish! � He’s talking rubbish, don’t listen to
him.
rubblerubble /r�b(ə)l/ noun small stones or
broken bricks from damaged buildings,
also used in making such things as paths
rubellarubella /ru
 |belə/ noun a usually mild
disease which gives a red rash but which
can affect an unborn child if caught by a
pregnant woman
rubyruby /ru
bi/ (plural rubies) noun a red
precious stone � A necklace of rubies and
pearls.
rucksackrucksack /r�ks�k/ noun a large bag
carried on the back when walking
rude

� rude /ru
d/ adj not polite and likely to
offend people � Don’t point at people – it’s
rude. � The teacher asked who had written
rude words on the board. � He was rude to
the teacher. (NOTE: ruder – rudest)
rudelyrudely /ru
dli/ adv in a rude way
rudimentaryrudimentary /�ru
d|ment(ə)ri/ adj ba-
sic; not fully developed
rudimentsrudiments /ru
dmənts/ plural noun
simple basic facts � He went on a short
course so he’s learnt the rudiments of sail-
ing.
ruffleruffle /r�f(ə)l/ (ruffles, ruffling, ruffled)
verb to disturb feathers or water or some-
one’s hair � The breeze ruffled the surface
of the lake. � She ruffled his hair.
rugrug /r�(/ noun 1. a small carpet � This
beautiful rug comes from the Middle East.
2. a thick blanket, especially one used
when travelling � Put a rug over your
knees if you’re cold. � We spread rugs on
the grass to have our picnic.
rugby

� rugby /r�(bi/, rugby football /�r�(bi
fυtbɔ
l/ noun a type of football played
with an oval ball which is thrown as well as
kicked
ruggedrugged /r�(d/ adj 1. rough, rocky, une-
ven � The rugged landscape of the moon.
2. tough and sturdy � At school, he rapidly
developed a rugged independence.
ruin

� ruin /ru
n/ (ruins, ruining, ruined)
verb to spoil something completely � Our
picnic was ruined by the rain.
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ruins

� ruins /ru
nz/ plural noun remains of
old or damaged buildings � in ruins de-
stroyed � The town was in ruins after the
war. � After being arrested at the night
club, his career was in ruins.
rule

� rule /ru
l/ noun a statement of the right
things to do or the right way to behave �
There are no rules that forbid parking here
at night. � According to the rules, your
ticket must be paid for two weeks in ad-
vance. � against the rules not as the rules
say � You can’t hold the football in your
hands – it’s against the rules. � verb (rules,
ruling, ruled) to govern or to control � The
president rules the country according to
very old-fashioned principles.

rule out phrasal verb to leave something
out, not to consider something

ruler

� ruler /ru
lə/ noun 1. a person who gov-
erns � A ruler should be fair. � He’s the rul-
er of a small African state. 2. a long piece
of wood or plastic with measurements
marked on it, used for measuring and
drawing straight lines � You need a ruler to
draw straight lines.
ruling

� ruling /ru
lŋ/ noun a legal decision
made by a judge or other arbitrator � The
judge will give a ruling on the case next
week. � According to the ruling of the
court, the contract was illegal.
rumrum /r�m/ noun an alcoholic drink made
from the juice of sugar cane � She had a
glass of rum and pineapple juice.
rumblerumble /r�mbəl/ (rumbles, rumbling,
rumbled) verb to make a low rolling noise
� Wooden carts full of stone rumbled past.
� Thunder rumbled in the distance. � I’m
so hungry my tummy’s rumbling.
rumblingrumbling /r�mblŋ/ noun a low rolling
noise
ruminateruminate /ru
mnet/ (ruminates, rumi-
nating, ruminated) verb to think over a
problem � He spent the weekend ruminat-
ing on what to do next.
rummagerummage /r�md�/ (rummages, rum-
maging, rummaged) verb to search about
for something � She rummaged in her
drawer until she found the pair of gloves.
rumourrumour /ru
mə/ noun a story spread
from one person to another but which may
not be true � People have been spreading
rumours about his private life.There’s a ru-
mour going around that John’s getting
married. (NOTE: The US spelling is rumor.)
rumprump /r�mp/ noun the back part of an an-
imal
rumpledrumpled /r�mpəld/ adj creased or unti-
dy

run

� run /r�n/ verb (runs, running, ran, run)
1. to go quickly on foot � When she heard
the telephone, she ran upstairs. � Children
must be taught not to run across the road.
� She’s running in the 200 metre race. 2.
(of buses, trains, etc.) to be operating � All
underground trains are running late be-
cause of the accident. � This bus doesn’t
run on Sundays. 3. (of vehicles) to work �
He left his car in the street with the engine
running. � My car’s not running very well
at the moment. 4. to direct or organise an
organisation � He runs a chain of shoe
shops. � I want someone to run the sales
department for me when I’m away on holi-
day. � He runs the local youth club. � The
country is run by the army. 5. to drive
someone by car � Let me run you to the sta-
tion. 6. (of liquid) to flow, to move along
smoothly � The river runs past our house.
� noun 1. the act of going quickly on foot,
usually as a sport � She entered for the 10-
mile run. � I always go for a run before
breakfast. � You must be tired out after that
long run. 2. a score of 1 in cricket � He
made 45 runs before he was out.

run across� phrasal verb 1. to cross
something quickly on foot � The little
boy ran across the road after his ball. 2.
to find or to meet someone by accident �

I ran across it in a secondhand bookshop.
run after� phrasal verb to follow some-
one fast
run away� phrasal verb 1. to escape or to
go away fast � They were running away
from the police. � She ran away from
school when she was 16. � The young-
sters ran away to Paris. 2. � to run away
with someone to go away from your
family to live with someone or to marry
someone � She ran away with her Ger-
man teacher.
run down� phrasal verb 1. to go down
quickly on foot � She ran down the stairs
two at a time. � Can you run down to the
village and buy me some bread? 2. (of
clock, machine) to stop working or go
slower because of lack of power � The
clock has run down – it needs a new bat-
tery. 3. to criticise someone � It’s not fair
to run him down when he’s not there to
defend himself. 4. to reduce the quantity
of something � We’re running down our
stocks of coal before the summer. 5. to
knock down with a vehicle � She was run
down by a car which did not stop.
run into� phrasal verb 1. to go into a
place fast � She ran into the street, shout-
ing ‘Fire!’. 2. to go fast and hit some-
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thing, usually in a vehicle � He didn’t
look where he was going and ran into an
old lady. � The bus turned the corner too
fast and ran into a parked van. 3. to
amount to something � Costs have run
into thousands of pounds. � Her income
runs into five figures. 4. to find someone
by chance � I ran into him again in a café
on the South Bank. 5. to flow � The river
runs into the sea.
run off� phrasal verb 1. to go away fast
� He grabbed the watch and ran off down
the street. 2. to print using a machine �

She ran off a few photocopies of the leaf-
let.
run off with� phrasal verb 1. to go away
with someone � He ran off with the girl
next door and phoned his parents to say
they had gone to Paris. 2. to steal some-
thing and go away � She ran off with our
petty cash.
run on� phrasal verb 1. to continue �

The text runs on to the next page. � Does
the play run on until very late? 2. to use
something as a fuel � The machine runs
on electricity.
run out� phrasal verb to have nothing
left of something � The car ran out of
petrol on the motorway. � I must go to the
supermarket – we’re running out of but-
ter.
run over� phrasal verb 1. to knock
someone down by hitting them with a ve-
hicle � She was run over by a taxi. � The
car ran over a dog. 2. to continue � The
description of the accident runs over two
pages.
run through� phrasal verb 1. to read a
list rapidly � Let’s run through the agen-
da before the meeting starts to see if there
are any problem areas. � She ran
through the paragraph again to make
sure she understood what it meant. 2. to
use up � We have run through our entire
stock of wine in one weekend. 3. to repeat
� Just run through that scene again to see
if you all know your lines.
run up� phrasal verb 1. to go some-
where quickly on foot [~to] � She ran up
and asked if we were ready. � He ran up
to the policeman and asked him to call an
ambulance. 2. to make debts go up quick-
ly � The business was running up debts of
thousands of pounds each week.
run up against� phrasal verb to find
your way blocked by something

runawayrunaway /r�nəwe/ noun a person who
has run away from home � The police are
looking for the runaways.
rundownrundown1 /r�n |daυn/ adj 1. unwell or
tired � If you feel run down, ask the chemist
for vitamins. 2. dilapidated, not looked af-
ter � He drives a run-down old car.
rundownrundown2 /r�ndaυn/ noun a summary �
Give me a quick run-down on what hap-
pened at the meeting.
rung

� rung /r�ŋ/ noun one of the bars on a
ladder � Put your foot on the bottom rung
to hold the ladder steady. � past participle
of ring
run-inrun-in /r�n n/ noun an argument
(informal)
runner

� runner /r�nə/ noun a person or horse
running in a race � My horse came in last
of seven runners. � There are 30,000 run-
ners in the London Marathon.
runner beanrunner bean /�r�nə bi
n/ noun a type of
climbing bean
runner-up

� runner-up /�r�nər �p/ (plural run-
ners-up) noun a person who comes after
the winner in a race or competition
running

� running /r�nŋ/ adj � for three days
running one day after another for three
days � The company have made a profit for
six years or the sixth year running. � noun
1. the activity of running, as a sport or a lei-
sure activity 2. the action of managing � I
now leave the running of the firm to my
daughter. � to be in the running to be a
candidate for something � Three people
are in the running for the post of chairper-
son. � to be out of the running to no long-
er be a candidate for something � She’s out
of the running for the job in France.
running battlerunning battle /�r�nŋ b�t(ə)l/ noun a
battle which moves around from place to
place
running costsrunning costs /r�nŋ kɒsts/ noun the
money spent regularly on operating a busi-
ness
running totalrunning total /�r�nŋ təυt(ə)l/ noun a
total which is carried from one column of
figures to the next
running waterrunning water /�r�nŋ wɔ
tə/ noun
water which is available in a house through
water mains and taps
runnyrunny /r�ni/ adj in liquid form
run-of-the-millrun-of-the-mill /�r�n əv ðə ml/ adj or-
dinary
run-uprun-up /r�n �p/ noun a period leading up
to some event � In the run-up to the elec-
tion.
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runway

� runway /r�nwe/ noun a track on
which planes land and take off at an airport
rupturerupture /r�ptʃə/ (ruptures, rupturing,
ruptured) verb to break or burst � A water
main ruptured and the centre of town was
flooded. (NOTE: + rupture n)
rural

� rural /rυərəl/ adj relating to the coun-
tryside � Rural roads are usually fairly
narrow. � We live quite close to a town but
the country round us still looks very rural.
ruseruse /ru
z/ noun a clever trick
rush

� rush /r�ʃ/ noun a fast movement [~of] �
There was a rush of hot air when they
opened the door. � There has been a rush
to change pounds to euros. � When the film
ended there was a rush for the toilets. �

verb (rushes, rushing, rushed) to hurry, to
go forward fast � The ambulance rushed to
the accident. � Crowds of shoppers rushed
to the shops on the first day of the sales.

rush into phrasal verb 1. to go into a
place quickly � He rushed into the room
waving a piece of paper. 2. to get into a
situation too quickly, without really
thinking � They rushed into an alliance
with the socialists and regretted it imme-
diately. � Don’t rush into marriage if
you’re doubtful about your partner.

rushedrushed /r�ʃt/ adj done very quickly
rush hour

� rush hour /r�ʃ aυə/ noun a time of
day when traffic is bad and when trains are
full
rustrust /r�st/ noun a reddish-brown sub-
stance formed on iron and steel when left
in damp air � There is a bit of rust on the
bonnet of the car. � verb (rusts, rusting,

rusted) to form rust � Don’t leave the ham-
mer and screwdriver in the rain – they’ll
rust.
rusticrustic /r�stk/ adj 1. of country style �

They live in a little rustic cottage on the
edge of a lake. 2. rough, not elegant � We
bought a rustic bench and table for eating
in the garden.
rustle

rustle /r�s(ə)l/ verb (rustles, rustling,
rustled) to make a soft noise like dry sur-
faces rubbing against each other � Her
long skirt rustled as she sat down. � Don’t
rustle the newspaper when the radio is on,
I can’t hear it properly. � noun the noise of
dry leaves or pieces of paper rubbing to-
gether � Listen to the rustle of the dry
leaves in the hedge.

rustle up phrasal verb to get something
ready quickly (informal)

rusty

rusty /r�sti/ adj covered with rust � She
tried to cut the string with a pair of rusty
old scissors. � He has a rusty old fridge in
his front garden.
rut

rut /r�t/ noun a deep track made in soft
earth by the wheels of vehicles � The front
wheel of the car was stuck in a deep rut.
ruthlessruthless /ru
θləs/ adj cruel, with no pity
for anyone
rye

rye /ra/ noun 1. a type of dark brown ce-
real, used to make bread and American
whiskey � They are harvesting the rye to-
day. 2. rye whiskey or American whiskey;
a glass of this whiskey � A large rye and
soda, please. (NOTE: Do not confuse with
wry.)
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ss /es/, S noun the nineteenth letter of the
alphabet, between R and T
’s’s short for 1. is 2. has � suffix used on the
end of a noun to show possession or rela-
tionship between things � Judy’s book �

the dog’s puppies � the rose’s scent � a
day’s holiday
SS abbr 1. south 2. southern
sabbaticalsabbatical /sə |b�tk(ə)l/, sabbatic
noun leave granted to people such as teach-
ers for study and travel after a period of
work
sabotagesabotage /s�bətɑ
�/ (sabotages, sab-
otaging, sabotaged) verb to destroy some-
thing, to render something useless deliber-
ately � He sabotaged the whole plan by
passing the details to the police. (NOTE: +
sabotage n)
saboteursaboteur /�s�bə |t#
/ noun a person who
commits sabotage
sabresabre /sebə/ noun a sword with a curved
blade (NOTE: The US spelling is saber.)
sabre-rattlingsabre-rattling /sebə �r�t(ə)lŋ/ noun
an aggressive display or threat of force or
military action (NOTE: The US spelling is
saber-rattling.)
saccharinsaccharin /s�kərn/ noun a substance
used as a substitute for sugar
sachetsachet /s�ʃe/ noun a small plastic or
paper bag containing something
sacksack /s�k/ noun a large bag made of
strong cloth or paper, used for carrying
heavy things � a sack of potatoes � verb
(sacks, sacking, sacked) to force some-
one to leave his or her job � He was sacked
because he was always late for work.
sackingsacking /s�kŋ/ noun dismissal from a
job � The union protested against the sack-
ings.
sacramentsacrament /s�krəmənt/ noun a Chris-
tian religious ceremony � the sacrament of
marriage
sacredsacred /sekrd/ adj 1. associated with
religion � The sacred texts were kept
locked away. 2. respected � Nothing is sa-
cred to a reporter chasing a good story. �

She believed it was her sacred duty to look
after his garden while he was away.
sacred cow

sacred cow /�sekrd kaυ/ noun a be-
lief or idea which is not to be criticised
sacrifice

sacrifice /s�krfas/ noun 1. something
which you give up to achieve something
more important � He finally won the com-
petition, but at great personal sacrifice. �

She made many financial sacrifices to get
her children through university. � to make
sacrifices to not have or do something for
yourself so that someone else can benefit
or you can do something better later 2. the
act of making an offering to a god by kill-
ing an animal or person � He ordered the
sacrifice of two lambs to please the gods. �
verb (sacrifices, sacrificing, sacrificed) 1.
to give something up � I have sacrificed my
career to be able to stay at home and bring
up my children. � She has sacrificed her-
self for the cause of animal welfare. 2. to
kill an animal or person to please a god �

The priests sacrificed a goat to the god-
dess.
sacrilege

sacrilege /s�krld�/ noun behaviour
towards something holy or important to
other people which lacks respect
sacrosanct

sacrosanct /s�krəs�ŋkt/ adj not to be
criticised or changed
sad

� sad /s�d/ adj not happy � He’s sad be-
cause the holidays have come to an end. �

What a sad film – everyone was crying. �

Reading his poems makes me sad. � It was
sad to leave the house for the last time. �
He felt sad watching the boat sail away. �

It’s sad that he can’t come to see us.
sadden

sadden /s�d(ə)n/ (saddens, sadden-
ing, saddened) verb to make someone un-
happy
saddle

saddle /s�d(ə)l/ noun 1. a rider’s seat on
a bicycle or motorbike 2. a rider’s seat on a
horse � He leapt into the saddle and rode
away.
sadhu

sadhu /sɑ
du
/, saddhu noun in Hindu-
ism, a holy man
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sadistsadist /sedst/ noun a person who gets
pleasure from being cruel (NOTE: + sadism
n)
sadly

� sadly /s�dli/ adv 1. in a sad way � She
smiled sadly. 2. used for saying that some-
thing makes you sad � Sadly, John couldn’t
join us for my birthday party.
sadnesssadness /s�dnəs/ noun a feeling of be-
ing very unhappy
s.a.e.s.a.e. abbr self-addressed envelope,
stamped addressed envelope
safarisafari /sə |fɑ
ri/ noun an expedition to
photograph or kill wild animals, especially
in Africa
safe

� safe /sef/ adj (safer, safest) not in
danger, or not likely to be hurt � In this
cave, we should be safe from the thunder-
storm. � All the children are safe, but the
school was burnt down. � Is it safe to touch
this snake? � noun a strong box for keeping
things such as documents, money or jewels
in � Put your valuables in the hotel safe. �
The burglars managed to open the safe.
safe deposit boxsafe deposit box /�sef d |pɒzt
�bɒks/ noun a small box which you can
rent to hold jewellery or documents in a
bank’s strongroom
safeguardsafeguard /sef(ɑ
d/ (safeguards,
safeguarding, safeguarded) verb to pro-
tect something � Our aim is to safeguard
the interests of the widow and children.
(NOTE: + safeguard n)
safe havensafe haven /�sef hev(ə)n/ noun a
place which is safe from attack, where
someone is protected from danger
safe keepingsafe keeping /�sef ki
pŋ/ noun the
care of something in a safe place
safely

� safely /sefli/ adv without being hurt �
The rescue services succeeded in getting
all the passengers safely off the burning
train. � We were shown how to handle ex-
plosives safely. � ‘Drive safely!’ she said
as she waved goodbye.
safe sexsafe sex /sef seks/ noun having sex in
a way that avoids transmission of a sexual
disease, e.g. by using a condom and only
having one sexual partner
safety

� safety /sefti/ noun 1. being safe �
Our main concern is the safety of the chil-
dren. 2. � for safety in order to make some-
thing safe � Put the money in the office safe
for safety. � Keep a note of the numbers of
your traveller’s cheques for safety.
safety beltsafety belt /sefti belt/ noun a belt
which you wear in a plane to stop you be-
ing hurt if there is an accident
safety netsafety net /sefti net/ noun 1. a net
stretched under someone such as a tight-

rope walker to catch him or her if he or she
falls � He was killed when he walked the
tightrope without a safety net. 2. something
which protects you if things go wrong � He
has a second job, which is a useful safety
net if he is made redundant.
safety pinsafety pin /sefti pn/ noun a pin whose
point fits into a cover when it is fastened,
and so can’t hurt you
saffronsaffron /s�frən/ (plural saffrons or
same) noun an orange-coloured powder
made from crocus flowers, used in cooking
to give colour and flavour to food � She
made rice with saffron.
sagsag /s�(/ (sags, sagging, sagged) verb
to sink or bend in the middle under weight
or pressure
sagasaga /sɑ
(ə/ noun 1. an old story of hero-
ic achievement or adventure, especially in
Norway and Iceland � the sagas of ancient
kings of Iceland 2. a long story � I don’t
want to hear her tell the saga of the acci-
dent all over again.
sagesage /sed�/ noun 1. an aromatic herb
with silvery-green leaves used in cookery
2. an old wise man � The king invited sages
to his castle to give him advice.
SagittariusSagittarius /�s�d� |teəriəs/ noun one
of the signs of the Zodiac, shaped like an
archer, covering the period from 22nd No-
vember to 21st December
said

� said /sed/ past tense and past participle
of say
sail

� sail /sel/ noun a piece of cloth which
catches the wind and drives a boat along �

The wind dropped so they lowered the sail
and started to row. � They hoisted the sail
and set out across the Channel. � verb
(sails, sailing, sailed) 1. to travel on water
� The ship was sailing towards the rocks. �
We were sailing east. � He was the first
person to sail across the Atlantic single-
handed. � She’s planning to sail round the
world. 2. to leave a harbour � The ferry
sails at 12.00.
sailboardsailboard /selbɔ
d/ noun a board with a
sail, used for travelling across water
sailing

� sailing /selŋ/ noun travel in a ship
sailing boatsailing boat /selŋ bəυt/ noun a boat
which uses mainly sails to travel
sailorsailor /selə/ noun a person who works
on a ship � The sailors were washing down
the deck of the ship.
saintsaint /sent/ noun 1. a person who led a
very holy life, and is recognised by the
Christian Church � There are more than 50
statues of saints on the west front of the ca-
thedral. � St Peter was a fisherman. � Will
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Mother Teresa be made a saint? 2. a very
good or devoted person � She has the pa-
tience of a saint and never shouts at the
children. � He may be no saint in his per-
sonal life but he has the support of the vot-
ers. (NOTE: abbreviated with names to St
/sənt/)
sake

� sake1 /sek/ � for the sake of some-
thing, for something’s sake for certain
reasons or purposes, or because of some-
thing � They gave the children sweets, just
for the sake of a little peace and quiet. �
The muggers killed the old lady, just for the
sake of £20. � for the sake of someone,
for someone’s sake because you want to
help someone or to please someone � Will
you come to the party for my sake? � The
president decided to resign for the sake of
the country. � for old times’ sake in order
to remember a relationship or activity from
the past � We always send them a Christ-
mas card, just for old times’ sake. � for
heaven’s sake, for goodness’ sake used
for showing you are annoyed or worried �
What’s all the fuss? It’s only a little
scratch, for heaven’s sake. � For goodness’
sake try to be quiet, we don’t want wake
everyone!
sakesake2 /sɑ
ki/ noun a Japanese rice wine �
We had a glass of sake with our meal.
salad

� salad /s�ləd/ noun a mixture of cold
vegetables eaten raw, or a meal that in-
cludes such a mixture � a chicken salad
sandwich � We found some ham, tomatoes
and lettuce in the fridge, and made our-
selves a salad.
salad dressingsalad dressing /s�ləd �dresŋ/ noun a
sauce consisting of a mixture of oil, vine-
gar and herbs or spices, used on salad
salamisalami /sə |lɑ
mi/ noun a large dry Ital-
ian-style sausage eaten cold in thin slices
salary

� salary /s�ləri/ (plural salaries) noun
payment for work, especially in a profes-
sional or office job � She started work at a
low salary, but soon went up the salary
scale. � I expect a salary increase as from
next month.
sale

� sale /sel/ noun 1. the act of selling, the
act of giving an item or doing a service in
exchange for money � The sale of the
house produced £200,000. � The shop only
opened this morning and we’ve just made
our first sale. 2. an occasion when things
are sold at cheaper prices � There’s a sale
this week in the department store along the
High Street. � I bought these plates for £1
in a sale. � The sale price is 50% of the
normal price.

sales assistant

� sales assistant /selz ə |�sstənt/
noun a person who sells goods to custom-
ers in a shop
salesman

� salesman /selzmən/ (plural sales-
men) noun a person who represents a com-
pany, selling its products or services to oth-
er companies
salespersonsalesperson /selz |�p#
s(ə)n/ (plural
salespeople or salespersons) noun a per-
son who sells goods in a shop
saleswoman

� saleswoman /selzwυmən/ (plural
saleswomen) noun a woman who sells
goods to customers in a shop
salinesaline /selan/ adj containing salt
salivasaliva /sə|lavə/ noun a fluid in the
mouth, secreted by the salivary glands,
which starts the process of digesting food
salivatesalivate /s�lvet/ (salivates, salivat-
ing, salivated) verb to produce saliva
sallowsallow /s�ləυ/ adj slightly yellow, un-
healthy looking
salmonsalmon /s�mən/ noun a large fish with
silver skin and pink flesh that lives in the
sea, but swims up rivers to produce young
in the winter
salonsalon /s�lɒn/ noun a shop where people
can have their hair cut or styled, or have
beauty treatments
saloonsaloon /sə |lu
n/ noun 1. US a place
where alcoholic drinks are sold (dated) �
The conversation stopped when the
stranger walked into the saloon. 2. same as
car
salsasalsa /s�lsə/ noun 1. a spicy sauce made
with chopped vegetables, of Mexican ori-
gin 2. Latin American dance music com-
bining jazz and rock
salt

� salt /sɔ
lt/ noun a white substance that
you put on food to make it taste better or
put on roads to make snow or ice melt
salt cellarsalt cellar /sɒlt �selə/ noun a small pot
containing salt usually with a hole in the
top so that it can be sprinkled on food
saltwatersaltwater /sɔ
ltwɔ
tə/ adj referring to
water which contains salt
saltysalty /sɔ
lti/ (saltier, saltiest) adj tasting
of salt
salutesalute /sə |lu
t/ noun a movement which
expresses respect or recognition, especial-
ly the movement of putting your right hand
up to touch the side of your forehead � The
officer returned the soldier’s salute. � verb
(salutes, saluting, saluted) to give a salute
to someone � Ordinary soldiers must sa-
lute their officers.
salvagesalvage /s�lvd�/ (salvages, salvag-
ing, salvaged) verb 1. to save from a wreck
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or a fire � We are selling off a warehouse
full of salvaged goods. � We managed to
salvage the computer discs from the fire. 2.
to save something from loss � The compa-
ny is trying to salvage its reputation after
the managing director was sent to prison
for fraud. � The receiver managed to sal-
vage something from the collapse of the
company. (NOTE: + salvage n)
salvation

� salvation /s�l |veʃ(ə)n/ noun the ac-
tion of saving a person’s soul from sin
same

� same /sem/ adj, pron 1. being, look-
ing, sounding, etc. exactly alike � These
two beers taste the same. � You must get
very bored doing the same work every day.
� She was wearing the same dress as me. �
This book is not the same size as that one.
2. showing that two or more things are in
fact one � They all live in the same street.
� Should we all leave at the same time? �
Our children go to the same school as
theirs. � same again, please! please serve
us the same drinks or food as before
(informal)
sample

� sample /sɑ
mpəl/ noun a specimen, a
small part which is used to show what the
whole is like � a sample of the cloth or a
cloth sample � We interviewed a sample of
potential customers. � He gave a blood
sample.
sanatoriumsanatorium /�s�nə |tɔ
riəm/ (plural san-
atoriums or sanatoria) noun a hospital for
the treatment of invalids, especially people
suffering from tuberculosis
sanctionsanction /s�ŋkʃən/ noun approval, per-
mission � You will need the sanction of the
local authorities before you can knock the
house down. � verb (sanctions, sanction-
ing, sanctioned) to approve something �
The committee sanctioned the expenditure
of £1.2m on the development project.
sanctitysanctity /s�ŋktti/ noun holiness
sanctuarysanctuary /s�ŋktʃuəri/ (plural sanctu-
aries) noun 1. a place of safety � The
church became a sanctuary for illegal im-
migrants. � People escaping from the revo-
lutionary troops sought sanctuary in the
church. 2. a place for the protection of wild
animals or birds � They established several
bird sanctuaries near the sea.
sand

� sand /s�nd/ noun a mass of very small
bits of rock found on beaches and in the
desert � a beach of fine white sand � the
black sand beaches of the Northern coast
of New Zealand
sandalsandal /s�nd(ə)l/ noun a light shoe with
an open top

sandbagsandbag /s�ndb�(/ noun a bag filled
with sand and used as a protection
sand dunesand dune /s�nd dju
n/ noun an area
of sand blown by the wind into small hills
and ridges which have very little soil or
vegetation
sandpapersandpaper /s�ndpepə/ noun thick pa-
per covered with sand used for smoothing
rough surfaces � Use fine sandpaper if you
want to get a very smooth finish. (NOTE: +
sandpaper v)
sandpitsandpit /s�ndpt/ noun a place in a gar-
den, with sand where children can play
sandstonesandstone /s�ndstəυn/ noun a type of
reddish brown rock, formed of tiny pieces
of sand
sandstormsandstorm /s�ndstɔ
m/ noun a high
wind in the desert, which carries large
amounts of sand with it
sandwich

� sandwich /s�nwd�/ noun a light
meal made with two pieces of bread with
other food between them � She ordered a
cheese sandwich and a cup of coffee. �

What sort of sandwiches do you want to
take for your lunch? � I didn’t have a big
meal – just a sandwich with some beer in
the pub.
sanesane /sen/ (saner, sanest) adj not mad
sang

� sang /s�ŋ/ past tense of sing
sanguinesanguine /s�ŋ(wn/ adj confident, op-
timistic
sanitarysanitary /s�nt(ə)ri/ adj referring to hy-
giene or to health
sanitary towelsanitary towel /s�nt(ə)ri �taυəl/,
sanitary napkin noun a pad of absorbent
cotton used by a woman to absorb blood
during her period
sanitationsanitation /�s�n |teʃ(ə)n/ noun being
hygienic, especially referring to public hy-
giene and the removal of household waste
and sewage
sanitysanity /s�nti/ noun the state of being
sane
sank

� sank /s�ŋk/ past tense of sink
sapsap /s�p/ noun the liquid which flows in-
side plants and trees � They cut a notch in
the bark of the tree and the sap ran out. �

verb (saps, sapping, sapped) to make
something weaker � His strength was
sapped by the cold.
saplingsapling /s�plŋ/ noun a young tree
sapphiresapphire /s�faə/ noun a bright blue
precious stone
sarcasmsarcasm /sɑ
k�z(ə)m/ noun sharp un-
pleasant remarks which mean the opposite
of what they say
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sardinesardine /sɑ
|di
n/ noun a small silvery
fish which can be eaten fresh, or common-
ly bought in tins
sardonicsardonic /sɑ
|dɒnk/ adj scornful, show-
ing you feel superior to someone
sarisari /sɑ
ri/, saree noun a long piece of
cloth, especially silk, which Indian women
wear wrapped round their bodies
sashsash /s�ʃ/ noun 1. an ornamental scarf or
belt � In France, mayors wear a red, white
and blue sash. 2. a wooden frame holding
panes of glass
sat

� sat /s�t/ past tense and past participle
of sit
SATSAT /s�t/ noun US in the USA, a pre-col-
lege test (trademark of the College Entrance
Examination Board) Full form Scholastic
Aptitude Test. � SATs
SatanSatan /set(ə)n/ noun the Devil
satanismsatanism /set(ə)n |�z(ə)m/ noun the
worship of Satan
satellite

� satellite /s�təlat/ noun 1. an object
in space which goes round the Earth and
sends and receives signals, pictures and
data � The signals are transmitted by satel-
lite all round the world. 2. an object like a
planet which goes round a planet � The
Moon is the only satellite of the Earth.
satellite dishsatellite dish /s�təlat dʃ/ noun an
aerial, shaped like a large saucer, used to
capture satellite broadcasts
satellite televisionsatellite television /�s�t(ə)lat
telv�(ə)n/ noun television programmes
broadcast using satellite technology
satinsatin /s�tn/ noun a silk material with a
glossy surface � She bought some black
satin to make a dress.
satiresatire /s�taə/ noun 1. a way of attack-
ing people in speaking or writing by mak-
ing them seem ridiculous � his use of satire
in his weekly political column 2. a piece of
writing which criticises people by making
them seem ridiculous � ‘Gulliver’s Trav-
els’ is a satire on 18th-century England.
satiristsatirist /s�tərst/ noun a person who
writes or performs satires
satisfaction

� satisfaction /�s�ts |f�kʃən/ noun a
good feeling; a sense of comfort or happi-
ness � We got a lot of satisfaction from
beating our old rivals.
satisfactorysatisfactory /�s�ts |f�kt(ə)ri/ adj good
enough, or quite good
satisfied

� satisfied /s�tsfad/ adj accepting
that something is enough, is good or is cor-
rect
satisfy

� satisfy /s�tsfa/ (satisfies, satisfy-
ing, satisfied) verb to make someone

pleased with what he or she has received or
achieved � The council’s decision should
satisfy most people. � Our aim is to satisfy
our customers.
satisfying

� satisfying /s�tsfaŋ/ adj which
satisfies
SATsSATs /s�ts/ noun in the UK, national
tests taken at various ages during second-
ary school. Full form Standard Assess-
ment Tests
satsumasatsuma /s�t|su
mə/ noun a type of
small orange, with peel which is easily re-
moved
saturatesaturate /s�tʃəret/ (saturates, satu-
rating, saturated) verb to fill something
with the maximum amount of a liquid or
substance which can be absorbed (NOTE: +
saturation n)
saturated fatsaturated fat /�s�tʃəretd f�t/ noun
butter and other types of animal fat, which
contain the largest amount of hydrogen
possible
Saturday

� Saturday /s�təde/ noun the sixth
day of the week, the day between Friday
and Sunday � He works in a shop, so Sat-
urday is a normal working day for him. �

We go shopping in London most Saturdays.
� Saturday is the Jewish day of rest. � To-
day is Saturday, November 15th. � The
15th is a Saturday, so the 16th must be a
Sunday. � We arranged to meet up on Sat-
urday.
sauce

� sauce /sɔ
s/ noun a liquid with a par-
ticular taste, poured over food � ice cream
with chocolate sauce � We had chicken
with a barbecue sauce. � The waitress put
a bottle of tomato sauce on the table.
saucepan

� saucepan /sɔ
spən/ noun a deep
metal cooking pan with a lid and a long
handle
saucer

� saucer /sɔ
sə/ noun a shallow dish
which a cup stands on
saucysaucy /sɔ
si/ (saucier, sauciest) adj
cheeky
saunasauna /sɔ
nə/ noun 1. a bath taken by sit-
ting in a room filled with very hot steam �
We all had a sauna and then went for a
swim in the lake. 2. a room where you can
have a very hot steam bath � There is a sau-
na in the basement of the hotel.
sauntersaunter /sɔ
ntə/ (saunters, sauntering,
sauntered) verb to walk slowly, to stroll �
She sauntered into the bar and ordered a
whisky.
sausage

� sausage /sɒsd�/ noun a food which
is a tube of skin full of a mixture of meat
and spices
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sausage rollsausage roll /�sɒsd� rəυl/ noun a
small roll of pastry with a piece of sausage
or some sausagemeat inside
sautésauté /səυte/ (sautés, sautéing, sau-
téed) verb to fry something in a little fat �
She sautéed some potatoes to go with the
meat.
savagesavage /s�vd�/ noun a person from a
culture that is not considered civilised (dat-
ed offensive) � How could he turn into such
a savage and attack her like that? � verb
(savages, savaging, savaged) to attack
somebody with teeth � He was savaged by
an Alsatian.
savagerysavagery /s�vd�(ə)ri/ noun being sav-
age
savannasavanna /sə|v�nə/, savannah noun a
dry grass-covered plain with few trees,
usually referring to the grasslands of South
America and Africa
save

� save /sev/ (saves, saving, saved)
verb 1. to stop something from being dam-
aged [~from] � We managed to save most of
the paintings from the fire. 2. to keep things
such as money, food or other articles so
that you can use them later [~for] � Save
those bones for the dog. � If you save £10
a week, you’ll have £520 at the end of a
year. � I’m saving to buy a new computer.
3. not to waste something such as time or
money � By walking to work, he saves £25
a week in bus fares. � If you have your car
checked regularly it will save you a lot of
expense in the future. � Going by air saves
a lot of time. 4. to stop someone from being
hurt or killed [~from] � The firefighters
saved six people from the burning house. �
How many passengers were saved when
the ferry sank? 5. to store data on a compu-
ter disk � Don’t forget to save your files
when you have finished working on them.
saversaver /sevə/ noun 1. a person who saves
money � All savers will receive a bonus
this year. 2. a special offer or ticket which
allows you to buy something at a lower
price � Among this week’s savers are
baked beans at 50p. � Saver tickets are not
valid on trains before 9.30.
saving

� saving /sevŋ/ noun using less [/’~on]
� We could make a saving of 10% on fuel
costs. � suffix which uses less � energy-
saving light bulbs
saving gracesaving grace /sevŋ (res/ noun a
quality or feature which makes a situation
less bad than it seemed
savioursaviour /sevjə/ noun a person who
saves people � He was called the Saviour

of the West. (NOTE: The US spelling is sav-
ior.)
savoursavour /sevə/ verb to appreciate or en-
joy something � He ate slowly, savouring
his meal. � The general stood at the top of
the hill, savouring his victory. (NOTE: The
US spelling is savor.)
savoury

savoury /sevəri/ adj with a salty taste,
or other taste which is not sweet � I don’t
particularly like sweets, I prefer savoury
things. (NOTE: The US spelling is savory.) �
noun a food that is salty or spicy, served as
a snack often with an alcoholic drink �
They served little savouries with the drinks
before dinner.
savvysavvy /s�vi/ noun practical knowledge
saw

� saw /sɔ
/ past tense of see � noun a tool
with a long metal blade with teeth along its
edge, used for cutting � He was cutting
logs with a saw. � verb (saws, sawing,
sawed, sawed or sawn) to cut something
with a saw � She was sawing wood. � You
will need to saw that piece of wood in half.
sawdustsawdust /sɔ
d�st/ noun powder pro-
duced when you saw wood
sawmillsawmill /sɔ
ml/ noun a factory where
wood is cut into planks by machines
saxsax /s�ks/ noun a saxophone (informal)
saxophonesaxophone /s�ksəfəυn/ noun a large
brass musical instrument with keys
say

� say /se/ (says, saying, said) verb 1. to
speak words [~(that)/~how/what/who etc] �
She says the weather will be fine tomorrow.
� Did she say how many chairs she want-
ed? � What’s she saying? – I don’t know, I
don’t understand Dutch. � Don’t forget to
say ‘thank you’ after the party. 2. to give
information in writing [~(that)] � The letter
says that we owe the bank £200. � The no-
tice says that you are not allowed to walk
on the grass.
saying

� saying /seŋ/ noun a phrase which is
often used to describe an aspect of every-
day life
scabscab /sk�b/ noun 1. a crust of dry blood
which forms over a wound and protects it �
The scab fell off where he had grazed his
knee. 2. a worker who goes on working
when there is a strike � We don’t want
scabs here.
scaffoldscaffold /sk�fəυld/ noun a wooden
platform on which an execution takes place
scaffoldingscaffolding /sk�fəldŋ/ noun a con-
struction of poles and planks which make a
series of platforms for workmen to stand
on while working
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scaldscald /skɔ
ld/ (scalds, scalding, scald-
ed) verb to burn a part of the body with hot
liquid or steam
scaldingscalding /skɔ
ldŋ/ adj very hot
scale

� scale /skel/ noun 1. a proportion used
to show a large object in a smaller form � a
map with a scale of 1 to 100,000 � a scale
model of the new town centre development
� The architect’s design is drawn to scale.
2. a measuring system which is graded into
various levels � The Richter scale is used
to measure earthquakes.
scallopscallop /skɒləp/, scollop noun a type of
shellfish with a pair of semicircular flat
shells � We had scallops fried in butter.
scalpscalp /sk�lp/ noun the skin which covers
the skull � He was taken to hospital with a
scalp wound. � Rubbing the scalp will en-
courage your hair to grow.
scalpelscalpel /sk�lpəl/ noun a sharp pointed
knife used in surgery
scamscam /sk�m/ noun a case of fraud (slang)
scamperscamper /sk�mpə/ (scampers, scamp-
ering, scampered) verb to run fast with lit-
tle steps
scampiscampi /sk�mpi/ plural noun large
prawns
scan

� scan /sk�n/ noun 1. the examination
of part of the body by passing X-rays
through the body and analysing the result
in a computer � She went to have a scan af-
ter ten weeks of pregnancy. 2. a picture of
part of the body shown on a screen, derived
by computers from X-rays 3. the examina-
tion of an image or an object to obtain data
� A heat scan will quickly show which com-
ponent is overheating.
scandal

� scandal /sk�nd(ə)l/ noun 1. talk
about wrong things someone is supposed
to have done � This latest scandal could
bring the government down. 2. something
unfair or cruel that makes people very an-
gry � It’s a scandal that she was never al-
lowed to see her children.
scandalousscandalous /sk�ndələs/ adj which is
shameful and wrong
scanner

� scanner /sk�nə/ noun 1. a machine
which scans part of the body � The hospital
has acquired the most up-to-date scanner.
2. an electronic device that scans, especial-
ly a device that scans images or text and
converts them to computer data � We used
a small hand-held scanner to get the pho-
tos onto our computer system.
scantscant /sk�nt/ adj not enough
scapegoatscapegoat /skep(əυt/ noun a person
who is blamed instead of someone else

scar

� scar /skɑ
/ noun a mark left on the skin
after a wound has healed � He still has the
scars of his operation. � verb (scars, scar-
ring, scarred) 1. to leave a mark on the
skin after a wound has healed � His arm
was scarred as a result of the accident. 2.
to affect someone’s feelings badly � The
bullying she received at school has scarred
her for life.
scarcescarce /skeəs/ adj if something is scarce,
there is much less of it than you need �

This happened at a period when food was
scarce. � Good designers are getting
scarce.
scarcely

� scarcely /skeəsli/ adv almost not
scarcityscarcity /skeəsti/ noun a lack of some-
thing, the state of being scarce
scarescare /skeə/ verb (scares, scaring,
scared) to make someone feel fear � The
thought of travelling alone across Africa
scares me. � She was scared by the spider
in the bathroom. � noun a fright � What a
scare you gave me – jumping out at me in
the dark like that!
scared

� scared /skeəd/ adj feeling or showing
fear � Don’t be scared – the snake is harm-
less. � She was too scared to answer the
door. � I’m scared at the idea of driving in
London’s rush-hour traffic. � She looked
round with a scared expression.
scarf

� scarf /skɑ
f/ (plural scarves) noun a
long piece of cloth which is worn round
your neck to keep yourself warm � Take
your scarf – it’s snowing.
scarletscarlet /skɑ
lət/ adj brilliant red
scarvesscarves /skɑ
vz/ plural of scarf
scaryscary /skeəri/ (scarier, scariest) adj
frightening (informal)
scathingscathing /skeðŋ/ adj very critical
scatterscatter /sk�tə/ (scatters, scattering,
scattered) verb 1. to throw something in
various places � The crowd scattered flow-
ers all over the path. 2. to run in different
directions � When the police arrived, the
children scattered.
scattered

� scattered /sk�təd/ adj spread out
over a wide area
scattering

� scattering /sk�tərŋ/ noun a small
quantity or number of things
scavengescavenge /sk�vnd�/ (scavenges,
scavenging, scavenged) verb 1. to feed on
dead and decaying matter � Vultures live
by scavenging on the corpses of animals
which have died in the desert. 2. to get food
or other useful items from rubbish � Chil-
dren were scavenging for food in the heaps
of rubbish round the city. (NOTE: + scaven-
ger n)
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scenarioscenario /s |nɑ
riəυ/ (plural scenarios)
noun the general way in which you think
something may happen � The worst sce-
nario would be if she wanted to come on
holiday with us.
scene

� scene /si
n/ noun 1. a place where
something has happened � It took the am-
bulance ten minutes to get to the scene of
the accident. � The fire brigade were on the
scene very quickly. � A photographer was
at the scene to record the ceremony. 2. a
short part of a play or film � Did you like
the scene where he is trying to climb up the
skyscraper? � It was one of the funniest
scenes I have ever seen.
scenery

� scenery /si
nəri/ noun 1. the features
of the countryside � the beautiful scenery
of the Lake District 2. the objects and back-
grounds on a theatre stage that make it look
like a real place � They lowered the scenery
onto the stage. � In between the acts all the
scenery has to be changed. (NOTE: no plural)
scenicscenic /si
nk/ adj referring to beautiful
scenery
scentscent /sent/ noun 1. a pleasant smell of a
particular type � the scent of roses in the
cottage garden 2. perfume � That new
scent of yours makes me sneeze. (NOTE: Do
not confuse with cent, sent.)
scepticsceptic /skeptk/ noun a person who al-
ways doubts the truth of what he or she is
told � I am a sceptic when it comes to as-
trology. (NOTE: The US spelling is skeptic.)
sceptical

� sceptical /skeptk(ə)l/ adj thinking
that something is probably not true or good
� You seem sceptical about his new plan. �
I’m sceptical of the need for these changes.
scepticismscepticism /skept |�sz(ə)m/ noun
doubt or uncertainty (NOTE: The US spelling
is skepticism.)
schedule

� schedule /ʃedju
l/ noun 1. a list of
times of departure and arrival of forms of
transport such as trains, planes or coaches
� The summer schedules have been pub-
lished. 2. a programme or list of events �
the schedule of events for the music festival
� verb (schedules, scheduling, sched-
uled) 1. to put something on an official list
� See the list of scheduled prices. � The
house has been scheduled as an ancient
monument. 2. to arrange the times for
something � The building is scheduled for
completion in May. � The flight is sched-
uled to arrive at six o’clock. � We have
scheduled the meeting for Tuesday morn-
ing.
scheme

� scheme /ski
m/ noun a plan for mak-
ing something work � She joined the com-

pany pension scheme. � He has thought up
some scheme for making money very quick-
ly.
schizophreniaschizophrenia /�sktsəυ |fri
niə/ noun
a mental disorder where the patient with-
draws from other people, has delusions and
seems to lose contact with the real world
scholarscholar /skɒlə/ noun 1. a learned person
� He is a well-known scholar of medieval
French history. 2. a student at school or
university who has a scholarship � Be-
cause I was a scholar my parents didn’t
have to pay any fees.
scholarlyscholarly /skɒləli/ adj referring to seri-
ous study at a high level
scholarshipscholarship /skɒləʃp/ noun 1. money
given to someone to help pay for the cost of
his or her study � The college offers schol-
arships to attract the best students. � She
got or won a scholarship to carry out re-
search into causes of cancer. 2. a deep
learning � The article shows sound schol-
arship.
scholasticscholastic /skə |l�stk/ adj referring to
schools or teaching methods
school

� school /sku
l/ noun 1. a place where
students, usually children, are taught � Our
little boy is four, so he’ll be going to school
this year. � Some children start school
younger than that. � What did the children
do at school today? � When he was sixteen,
he left school and joined the army. � Which
school did you go to? 2. a section of a col-
lege or university � The school of medicine
is one of the largest in the country. � She’s
studying at law school. � verb (schools,
schooling, schooled) to train someone in
a particular skill
schoolboyschoolboy /sku
lbɔ/ noun a boy who
goes to school
schoolchildschoolchild /sku
l |�tʃald/ (plural
schoolchildren) noun a child who goes to
school
schooldaysschooldays /sku
ldez/ plural noun the
time when you are at school
schoolgirlschoolgirl /sku
l(#
l/ noun a girl who
goes to school
schoolingschooling /sku
lŋ/ noun education at
school level
school leaverschool leaver /sku
l �li
və/ noun a
young person who has just left secondary
school
schoolteacher

� schoolteacher /sku
lti
tʃə/ noun a
person who teaches in a school
science

� science /saəns/ noun the study of
natural physical things, based on observa-
tion and experiment � She took a science
course or studied science. � We have a new

Intermediate.fm  Page 553  Monday, August 23, 2004  5:36 PM



science fiction 554
science teacher this term. � He has a mas-
ter’s degree in marine science. � social sci-
ence
science fiction

� science fiction /�saəns fkʃən/
noun stories of life in the future, based on
imaginary scientific developments
scientific

� scientific /�saən |tfk/ adj relating to
science � We employ hundreds of people in
scientific research. � He’s the director of a
scientific institute.
scientist

� scientist /saəntst/ noun a person
who studies a science, often doing research
� Scientists have not yet found a cure for
the common cold. � Space scientists are ex-
amining the photographs of Mars.
sci-fisci-fi /sa fa/ noun same as science fic-
tion
scintillatingscintillating /sntletŋ/ adj sparkling
scissorsscissors /szəz/ plural noun a tool for
cutting things such as paper and cloth,
made of two blades attached in the middle,
with handles with holes for the thumb and
fingers � These scissors aren’t very sharp.
� Have you got a pair of scissors I can bor-
row?
scoffscoff /skɒf/ (scoffs, scoffing, scoffed)
verb to eat something greedily (informal)
scoldscold /skəυld/ (scolds, scolding, scold-
ed) verb to speak to someone angrily
sconescone /skɒn/ noun a type of small round
soft bread, sometimes with dried fruit in it,
eaten with butter or cream and jam
scoopscoop /sku
p/ noun 1. a deep round
spoon with a short handle, for serving soft
food such as ice cream 2. a portion of soft
food such as ice cream � verb (scoops,
scooping, scooped) to lift something or
someone up in a single quick movement �
She scooped up the babies into her arms
and ran upstairs. � He scooped all the
newspapers off the floor.
scooterscooter /sku
tə/ noun 1. a child’s two-
wheeled vehicle which is pushed along
with one foot while the other foot is on the
board 2. a vehicle like a small motorbike
with a platform for the feet � She dodged
through the traffic on her scooter.
scope

� scope /skəυp/ noun 1. the different
types of thing that something deals with
[~of] � These matters are beyond the scope
of our investigation. 2. an opportunity or
possibility [~for] � The job will give him
plenty of scope for developing his talents.
scorchscorch /skɔ
tʃ/ (scorches, scorching,
scorched) verb 1. to burn something
slightly or brown something � He acciden-
tally scorched the tablecloth with the iron.

2. to make something very hot and dry �

The sun has scorched the grass.
scorchedscorched /skɔ
tʃt/ adj slightly burnt or
browned
scorchingscorching /skɔ
tʃŋ/ adj very hot and
dry (informal)
score

� score /skɔ
/ noun the number of goals
or points made in a match � The final score
in the rugby match was 22–10. � I didn’t
see the beginning of the match – what’s the
score? � verb (scores, scoring, scored) to
make a goal or point in a match � They
scored three goals in the first twenty min-
utes. � She scored sixty-five!
scoreboardscoreboard /skɔ
bɔ
d/ noun a large
board on which the score in a game is
shown as the game progresses
scornscorn /skɔ
n/ noun a feeling of thinking
that someone or something is not good
enough � verb (scorns, scorning,
scorned) to refuse to accept an idea or a
suggestion � Most young people in the of-
fice scorn the idea that smoking can be bad
for your health. � She scorned his proposal
of a lift.
scornfulscornful /skɔ
nf(ə)l/ adj considering
something not good enough
ScorpioScorpio /skɔ
piəυ/ noun one of the
signs of the Zodiac, shaped like a scorpion,
covering the period 23rd October to 21st
November
scorpionscorpion /skɔ
piən/ noun a poisonous
tropical animal which stings with its long
curved tail
ScotScot /skɒt/ noun a person from Scotland
Scotch

� Scotch /skɒtʃ/ adj used for referring
to some things, especially food and drink,
from Scotland
ScotlandScotland /skɒtlənd/ noun a country to
the north of England, forming part of the
United Kingdom � He was brought up in
Scotland. � Scotland’s most famous export
is whisky.
ScotsScots /skɒts/ adj Scottish � ‘Not proven’
is a decision in Scots Law.
Scottish

� Scottish /skɒtʃ/ adj relating to Scot-
land
scoundrelscoundrel /skaυndrəl/ noun a bad per-
son, with no principles
scourscour /skaυə/ (scours, scouring,
scoured) verb 1. to clean something by
scrubbing with a hard material � Her first
job was scouring dirty pans in the restau-
rant. 2. to search everywhere in a place �
We scoured the market and couldn’t find
any aubergines. � The police have been
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scouring the woods near the village where
the little girl lived.
scourgescourge /sk#
d�/ noun a thing which
causes suffering
scoutscout /skaυt/ noun a member of the
Scout Association � verb (scouts, scout-
ing, scouted) also scout around to look
out for something [~for]
scowlscowl /skaυl/ (scowls, scowling,
scowled) verb to make a scowl
scramblescramble /skr�mbəl/ (scrambles,
scrambling, scrambled) verb 1. to climb
using your hands and knees 2. to hurry to
do something (NOTE: + scramble n)
scrambled eggsscrambled eggs /�skr�mbəld e(z/
plural noun eggs mixed together and stirred
as they are cooked in butter
scrapscrap /skr�p/ noun 1. a little piece � a
scrap of paper � There isn’t a scrap of evi-
dence against him. � She is collecting
scraps of cloth to make a quilt. 2. waste
materials � to sell a car for scrap � The
scrap value of the car is £200. � verb
(scraps, scrapping, scrapped) 1. to throw
something away as useless � They had to
scrap 10,000 faulty spare parts. 2. to give
up or stop working on a plan � We’ve
scrapped our plans to go to Greece.
scrapbookscrapbook /skr�pbυk/ noun a book
with blank pages on which you can stick
pictures or stories cut from newspapers or
magazines
scrapescrape /skrep/ (scrapes, scraping,
scraped) verb 1. to scratch something with
a hard object which is pulled across a sur-
face 2. to remove something from the sur-
face of something

scrape through� phrasal verb to pass an
examination with difficulty
scrape together phrasal verb to gather
things together with difficulty

scrappyscrappy /skr�pi/ (scrappier, scrappi-
est) adj made of bits and pieces; not joined
up properly (informal)
scratch

� scratch /skr�tʃ/ noun 1. a long wound
on the skin � Put some antiseptic on the
scratches on your arms. 2. a long mark
made by a sharp point � I will never be able
to cover up the scratches on the car door. �
verb (scratches, scratching, scratched) 1.
to make a long wound on the skin � His
legs were scratched by the bushes along
the path. 2. to make a mark on something
with a sharp point � He scratched his name
on the tree with a knife. 3. to rub a part of
the body which itches with your fingernails
� If your head itches, just scratch it. � Stop
scratching – it will make your rash worse!

scrawlscrawl /skrɔ
l/ (scrawls, scrawling,
scrawled) verb to write something badly or
carelessly � He scrawled a few notes on a
bit of paper. (NOTE: + scrawl n)
scrawnyscrawny /skrɔ
ni/ adj extremely thin
screamscream /skri
m/ noun a loud cry of pain
� verb (screams, screaming, screamed)
to shout loudly or make a very loud sound
� She screamed at the class to stop singing.
� They screamed in pain. � People on the
third floor were screaming for help.
screechscreech /skri
tʃ/ (screeches, screech-
ing, screeched) verb to make a piercing
sound (NOTE: + screech n)
screen

� screen /skri
n/ noun 1. a flat panel
which acts as protection against some-
thing, e.g. draughts, fire or noise � The
hedge acts as a screen against the noise
from the motorway. 2. a flat glass surface
on which a picture is shown � a computer
screen � a TV screen � I’ll call the infor-
mation up on the screen. 3. a flat white sur-
face for projecting films or pictures � a cin-
ema complex with four screens � We’ll put
up the screen on the stage. � verb (screens,
screening, screened) to show a film in a
cinema or on TV � Tonight’s film will be
screened half an hour later than adver-
tised.
screenplayscreenplay /skri
nple/ noun a scenar-
io, a written draft of a film with details,
e.g., of plot, characters and scenes
screen saverscreen saver /skri
n �sevə/ noun a
computer program which protects the
screen by making it go black or show a pic-
ture when the computer is out of use for a
while
screenwriterscreenwriter /skri
nratə/ noun a per-
son who writes screenplays
screw

� screw /skru
/ noun a type of nail
which you twist to make it go into a hard
surface � I need some longer screws to go
through this thick plank. � The plate was
fixed to the door with brass screws. � verb
(screws, screwing, screwed) 1. to attach
something with screws � The picture was
screwed to the wall. 2. to attach something
by twisting � He filled up the bottle and
screwed on the top. � Screw the lid on
tightly.
screwdriverscrewdriver /skru
dravə/ noun a tool
with a long handle and special end which is
used for turning screws
screwed-upscrewed-up /�skru
d �p/ adj worried
and unhappy
scribblescribble /skrb(ə)l/ (scribbles, scrib-
bling, scribbled) verb 1. to make marks
which don’t have any meaning � The kids
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have scribbled all over their bedroom
walls. 2. to write something hurriedly and
badly � She scribbled a few notes in the
train. (NOTE: + scribble n)
scriptscript /skrpt/ noun 1. the written text of
a film or play � The actors settled down
with their scripts for the first reading. 2. a
style or system of handwriting � The Ger-
mans used to write in Gothic script.
scripturescripture /skrptʃə/, Scripture noun the
writings regarded as holy by a religion � a
passage translated from Buddhist scrip-
tures � The story of Vishnu is set down in
Hindu scripture.
scriptwriterscriptwriter /skrptratə/ noun a per-
son who writes scripts for films or for TV
or radio plays
scrollscroll /skrəυl/ noun a long piece of paper
with writing on it, stored as a roll � verb
(scrolls, scrolling, scrolled) to move dis-
played text up or down a computer screen,
one line at a time � She rapidly scrolled
down until she came to the address she
wanted.
scroll barscroll bar /skrəυl bɑ
/ noun a bar on a
computer screen which is used to scroll up
and down
scroogescrooge /skru
d�/, Scrooge noun a
mean or miserly person (informal)
scroungescrounge /skraυnd�/ (scrounges,
scrounging, scrounged) verb to try to get
something without paying for it (informal )
scrubscrub /skr�b/ verb (scrubs, scrubbing,
scrubbed) to clean something by rubbing
it with a brush � noun 1. an area of land
with a few small bushes � They walked for
miles through the scrub until they came to
a river. 2. the action of scrubbing � After a
game of rugby you will need a good scrub.
scruffyscruffy /skr�fi/ (scruffier, scruffiest)
adj untidy or dirty
scrumscrum /skr�m/ noun (in rugby) an ar-
rangement in which the players of both
teams crowd together with their heads
down and try to get the ball
scrunchscrunch /skr�ntʃ/ (scrunches,
scrunching, scrunched) verb to squash or
crush something with your hand
scrupulousscrupulous /skru
pjυləs/ adj 1. very
careful 2. very honest or morally correct
scrutinyscrutiny /skru
tni/ noun a careful ex-
amination of facts or a very close look at
something
scuba divingscuba diving /sku
bə �davŋ/ noun
the activity of swimming underwater, us-
ing breathing apparatus

scuffscuff /sk�f/ (scuffs, scuffing, scuffed)
verb to scratch the surface of something
scufflescuffle /sk�f(ə)l/ noun a small fight �
Scuffles broke out in the crowd. (NOTE: +
scuffle v)
sculptorsculptor /sk�lptə/, sculptress noun a
person who makes figures or shapes out of
wood, metal or stone
sculpture

� sculpture /sk�lptʃə/ noun a piece of
art that is a figure carved out of stone or
wood or made out of metal
scumscum /sk�m/ noun 1. a layer of dirty
foam on the surface of a liquid � As the liq-
uid boils, a grey scum forms on the surface
and should be removed. 2. people of the
worst type (offensive) � Those muggers are
just scum, I hope they get sent to prison.
scurryscurry /sk�ri/ (scurries, scurrying,
scurried) verb 1. to hurry to do something
2. to run fast, taking short steps
scuttlescuttle /sk�t(ə)l/ (scuttles, scuttling,
scuttled) verb to run fast, taking short steps

scuttle off or away verb to run away fast
scythescythe /sað/ noun a farming implement
with a long slightly curved blade attached
to a handle with two short projecting hand
grips, used for cutting long grass
sea

� sea /si
/ noun an area of salt water be-
tween continents or islands which is large
but not as large as an ocean � Swimming in
the sea is more exciting than swimming in
a river. � The sea’s too rough for the ferries
to operate. � His friends own a house by
the sea. � The North Sea separates Britain
from Denmark and Germany.
sea changesea change /si
 tʃend�/ noun a very
big change
seafood

� seafood /si
fu
d/ noun fish or shell-
fish which can be eaten
seafrontseafront /si
fr�nt/ noun a road or wide
path which runs beside the sea in a seaside
town
seagullseagull /si
(�l/ noun a large white sea
bird
seal

� seal /si
l/ noun a large animal with
short smooth fur which eats fish and lives
near or in the sea � verb (seals, sealing,
sealed) to close something tightly � a box
carefully sealed with sticky tape

seal off phrasal verb to close a place off
so as to prevent anyone getting inside

sea levelsea level /si
 �lev(ə)l/ noun the level of
the sea, taken as a point for measuring alti-
tude
sea lionsea lion /si
 �laən/ noun a large species
of seal
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seamseam /si
m/ noun 1. a line where two
pieces of material are attached together �
She sewed the seams on the sewing ma-
chine. � He’s got fatter, so can you let out
a seam at the back of his coat? 2. a layer of
mineral beneath the earth’s surface � The
coal seams are two metres thick. � The
gold seam was worked out some years ago.
(NOTE: Do not confuse with seem.)
seamanseaman /si
mən/ (plural seamen) noun a
man who works on a ship (NOTE: Do not
confuse with semen.)
seanceseance /seɒ̃ns/ noun a meeting at
which people try to communicate with
dead people
seaportseaport /si
pɔ
t/ noun a town with a
large harbour
search

� search /s#
tʃ/ noun the action of trying
to find something [~for/~of] � A search was
carried out for the missing animal. � Our
search of the flat revealed nothing. � I did
a quick search on the Internet for referenc-
es to Proust. � verb (searches, searching,
searched) 1. to examine something or
someone very carefully � The police
searched the house but didn’t find any
weapons. � She was stopped and searched
by customs. 2. to look carefully to try to
find something [~for/~through] � We’re
searching for the missing files. � I searched
the Internet for references to Ireland. � She
searched through her papers, trying to find
the document.
search engine

� search engine /s#
tʃ �end�n/ noun
a program which allows you to search for
particular words or phrases on the Internet
searchersearcher /s#
tʃə/ noun a person who
searches
searchingsearching /s#
tʃŋ/ adj very detailed � a
searching question
search partysearch party /s#
tʃ �pɑ
ti/ noun a
group of people sent to look for someone
search warrantsearch warrant /s#
tʃ �wɒrənt/ noun
an official document signed by a magis-
trate which allows police to go into a build-
ing and look for criminals, weapons or sto-
len goods
seashellseashell /si
ʃel/ noun a shell of a shell-
fish which lives in the sea
seashoreseashore /si
ʃɔ
/ noun a sandy area
along the edge of the sea
seasick

� seasick /si
sk/ adj ill because of the
movement of a ship
seaside

� seaside /si
dsad/ noun an area near
the sea where people go to have a holiday
season

� season /si
z(ə)n/ noun 1. one of four
parts of a year � Spring is her favourite
season. 2. a part of the year when some-

thing usually happens � The tourist season
is very long here – from March to Septem-
ber. � The football season lasts from Sep-
tember to May. � London is very crowded
during the school holiday season. � high
season, low season
seasonal

� seasonal /si
z(ə)n(ə)l/ adj 1. which
only lasts for a season, usually the holiday
season � Work on the island is only season-
al. 2. characteristic of a particular time of
year � In December the supermarket
shelves are stocked with Christmas deco-
rations and other seasonal goods. � We
can expect seasonal weather, with temper-
atures about average for the time of year.
seasonedseasoned /si
z(ə)nd/ adj 1. (of food )
which has had seasoning put on it to im-
prove the flavour 2. who has had a lot of
experience � a seasoned traveller
seasoningseasoning /si
z(ə)nŋ/ noun spices
which are added to food
season ticket

� season ticket /si
z(ə)n �tkt/ noun
a railway, bus or theatre ticket, which you
can use for a whole year or a month at a
time
seat

� seat /si
t/ noun a chair, something
which you sit on � He was sitting in the
driver’s seat. � Can we have two seats in
the front row? � Our kitchen chairs have
wooden seats. � Bicycle seats are narrow.
� to take a seat to sit down � Please take
a seat, the dentist will see you in a few min-
utes. � Please take your seats, the play is
about to begin. � All the seats on the bus
were taken so I had to stand. � to take your
seat to sit down in a seat reserved for you,
especially at the theatre � Please take your
seats, the play is about to begin.
seat belt

� seat belt /si
t belt/ noun a belt which
you wear in a car or plane to stop you being
hurt if there is an accident
seatingseating /si
tŋ/ noun seats for people
seaweed

� seaweed /si
wi
d/ noun a plant which
grows in the sea
secsec noun a second (informal)
secludedsecluded /s |klu
dd/ adj quiet or away
from crowds � We found a secluded spot by
the river for our picnic.
seclusionseclusion /s |klu
�(ə)n/ noun solitude
secondsecond1 /sekənd/ noun 1. one of sixty
parts which make up a minute � I’ll give
you ten seconds to get out of my room. �
They say the bomb will go off in twenty sec-
onds. 2. a very short time � Please wait a
second. � Wait here, I’ll be back in a sec-
ond. 3. number 2 in a series (NOTE: In dates
second is usually written 2nd or 2: August
2nd, 1932, 2 July 1666 (American style is 2
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July 1666), say ‘the second of July’ or ‘July
the second’ (American style is ‘July sec-
ond’). With the names of kings and queens
second is usually written II: Queen Eliza-
beth II, say ‘Queen Elizabeth the Second’.)
� adj 1. coming after the first and before the
third � February is the second month of the
year. � It’s his second birthday next week.
� Women’s clothes are on the second floor.
� That’s the second time the telephone has
rung while we’re eating. 2. next after the
longest, best, tallest etc. (followed by a su-
perlative) � This is the second longest
bridge in the world. � He’s the second
highest paid member of staff.
secondsecond2 /s |kɒnd/ (seconds, second-
ing, seconded) verb to lend a member of
staff, e.g. to another company or a govern-
ment department, for a fixed period of time
� He was seconded to the Department of
Trade for two years. � secondment
secondary

� secondary /sekənd(ə)ri/ adj less im-
portant
secondary schoolsecondary school /sekənd(ə)ri
sku
l/ noun a school for children after the
age of eleven or twelve
second bestsecond best /�sek�nd best/ noun
something which is not as good as the best
second-class

� second-class /�sekənd klɑ
s/ adj,
adv 1. (of travel or hotels) less expensive
and less comfortable than first-class � I
find second-class hotels are perfectly ade-
quate. � We always travel second-class be-
cause it is cheaper. 2. (of a postal service)
less expensive and slower than the first-
class postal service � A second-class letter
is cheaper than a first-class. � Send it sec-
ond-class if it is not urgent.
second cousinsecond cousin /�sekənd k�z(ə)n/
noun a child of your mother’s or father’s
cousin
second-guesssecond-guess /sekənd (es/ verb to try
to guess what someone will do
secondhand

� secondhand /�sekənd |h�nd/ adj not
new; which someone else has owned be-
fore � We’ve just bought a secondhand car.
second languagesecond language /�sekənd
l�ŋ(wd�/ noun a language which you
know but which is not the language you
learned when you first started to speak
secondly

� secondly /sekəndli/ adv as the sec-
ond item in a list. Compare firstly, thirdly
secondmentsecondment /s |kɒndmənt/ noun the
fact of being seconded to another job
second-ratesecond-rate /�sekənd ret/ adj not of
very good quality. Compare first-rate,
third-rate

secrecysecrecy /si
krəsi/ noun the fact of being
secret or keeping something secret
secret

� secret /si
krət/ adj not known about
by other people � There is a secret door
into the cellar. � noun a thing which is not
known or which is kept hidden � If I tell
you my secret will you promise not to tell it
to anyone else? � to keep a secret not to
tell someone something which you know
and no one else does � Can you keep a se-
cret?
secret agentsecret agent /�si
krət ed�ənt/ noun a
spy
secretarialsecretarial /�sekr |teəriəl/ adj referring
to the work of a secretary
secretary

� secretary /sekrət(ə)ri/ (plural secre-
taries) noun a person who does work such
as writing letters, answering the phone and
filing documents for someone
Secretary of StateSecretary of State /�sekrət(ə)ri əv
stet/ noun 1. a member of the govern-
ment in charge of a department 2. US a sen-
ior member of the government in charge of
foreign affairs
secretesecrete /s |kri
t/ (secretes, secreting,
secreted) verb 1. to produce a liquid sub-
stance such as an oil or a hormone � The
gland secretes hormones. 2. to hide some-
thing � They found packets of drugs secret-
ed under the floor of the car.
secretionsecretion /s |kri
ʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the proc-
ess by which something is produced by a
gland � This gland stimulates the secretion
of hormones. 2. a substance produced by a
gland � Penguins use a secretion from
glands near their tails to make their feath-
ers waterproof.
secretivesecretive /si
krətv/ adj liking to keep
things secret � She’s very secretive about
her holiday plans.
secretly

� secretly /si
krətli/ adv without any-
one knowing
secret servicesecret service /�si
krət s#
vs/ noun a
government department which spies on
other countries
sectsect /sekt/ noun a religious group
sectariansectarian /sek |teəriən/ adj referring to
conflicts between religious groups
section

� section /sekʃən/ noun a part of some-
thing which, when joined to other parts,
goes to make up a whole � the brass sec-
tion of the orchestra � the financial section
of the newspaper � He works in a com-
pletely different section of the organisa-
tion.
sector

� sector /sektə/ noun 1. a part of the
economy or of the business organisation of
a country [~of] � companies working in the
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financial sector � All sectors of industry
suffered from the rise in the exchange rate.
2. a part of a circle between two lines
drawn from the centre to the outside edge
� The circle had been divided into five sec-
tors.
secularsecular /sekjυlə/ adj not religious, not
connected with religion
secure

� secure /s |kjυə/ adj firmly fixed �
Don’t step on that plank, it’s not secure. �
verb (secures, securing, secured) to be
successful in getting something important
� He secured the support of a big bank. �

They secured a valuable new contract.
securelysecurely /s |kjυəli/ adv in a secure way
security

� security /s |kjυərti/ noun 1. safety or
protection against harm � There were wor-
ries about security during the prince’s vis-
it. � Security in this office is nil. � Security
guards patrol the factory at night. 2. a
thing given to someone who has lent you
money and which is returned when the
loan is repaid � He uses his house as secu-
rity for a loan. � The bank lent him £20,000
without security.
security servicesecurity service /s|�kjυərəti s#
vs/
noun a government service which looks af-
ter the security of the country
sedansedan /s|d�n/ noun US a two- or four-
door car with seating for four or five people
sedatesedate /s|det/ (sedates, sedating, se-
dated) verb to give someone a drug to
make them calm or go to sleep � The pa-
tient became violent and had to be sedated.
sedationsedation /s|deʃ(ə)n/ noun the act of
calming a patient with a drug
sedativesedative /sedətv/ noun a drug which
acts on the nervous system to help a patient
sleep or to relieve stress � I was prescribed
sedatives by my doctor.
sedimentsediment /sedmənt/ noun solid parti-
cles which fall to the bottom of a liquid
seduceseduce /s |dju
s/ (seduces, seducing,
seduced) verb 1. to persuade someone to
have sex � She was seduced by her history
teacher. 2. to persuade someone to do
something which is perhaps wrong � He
was seduced by the idea of earning a vast
salary. (NOTE: + seduction n)
seductiveseductive /s|d�ktv/ adj 1. sexually ap-
pealing 2. attractive
see

� see /si
/ (sees, seeing, saw, seen) verb
1. to use your eyes to notice something
[~(that)/~what/where/who etc] � Can you
see that this colour is slightly different? �
See how the level of the water rises? � They
say eating carrots helps you to see in the

dark. � We ran because we could see the
bus coming. � I have never seen a badger
before. 2. to watch something such as a
film � I don’t want to go to the cinema this
week, I’ve seen that film twice already. �
We saw the football match on TV. 3. to un-
derstand something
[~(that)/~why/what/who/how etc] � Don’t
you see that they’re trying to trick you? � I
can’t see why they need to borrow so much
money. � I see – you want me to help you.
4. to visit someone, e.g. a lawyer or doctor
� If your tooth aches that badly you should
see a dentist. � He went to see his bank
manager to arrange a mortgage.

see off phrasal verb to go to the airport or
station with someone who is leaving on a
journey
see through� phrasal verb 1. to see from
one side of something to the other � I
can’t see through the window – it’s so
dirty. 2. not to be tricked by something or
someone � Won’t they quickly see
through such a poor excuse? � He pre-
tended he was helping me, but I soon saw
through him.
see to phrasal verb to arrange something
or make sure that something is done

seed

� seed /si
d/ noun a part of a plant which
is formed after the flowers die and from
which a new plant will grow � a packet of
carrot seed � Sow the seeds in fine earth. �
Can you eat pumpkin seeds?
seedlingseedling /si
dlŋ/ noun a very young
plant growing from a seed
seedyseedy /si
di/ adj poor and dirty � The
tour included three nights in a rather seedy
hotel.
seeing

� seeing /si
ŋ/ conj � seeing that since
� Seeing that everyone’s here, let’s begin.
seek

� seek /si
k/ (seeks, seeking, sought)
verb to look for someone or something
(formal) � The police are seeking a group of
teenagers who were in the area when the
attack took place.
seem

� seem /si
m/ (seems, seeming,
seemed) verb to give the appearance of be-
ing something � She seems to like or It
seems that she likes her new job. � Every-
one seemed to be having a good time at the
party. � The new boss seems very nice. � It
seems to me that the parcel has gone to the
wrong house. � It seemed strange to us that
no one answered the phone. (NOTE: Do not
confuse with seam.)
seeminglyseemingly /si
mŋli/ adv apparently
seen

� seen /si
n/ past participle of see
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seepseep /si
p/ (seeps, seeping, seeped)
verb (of a liquid ) to flow slowly through a
substance or out of a container
seesawseesaw /si
sɔ
/ noun a plank with seats
at each end, balanced in the middle, so that
when one end goes down the other goes up
� The seesaw won’t work properly because
you’re heavier than me. � verb (seesaws,
seesawing, seesawed) to go first one way
then the other � The opinion polls see-
sawed between the two parties.
seetheseethe /si
ð/ (seethes, seething,
seethed) verb 1. to be very angry 2. to
move about like boiling water
segmentsegment /se(mənt/ noun a part of
something, especially something which di-
vides naturally into different parts � grape-
fruit segments � 30– to 40-year-olds are
the most affluent segment of the popula-
tion.
segregatesegregate /se(r(et/ (segregates,
segregating, segregated) verb to separate
people into groups (NOTE: + segregation n)
seismicseismic /sazmk/ adj referring to earth-
quakes
seize

� seize /si
z/ (seizes, seizing, seized)
verb to grab something and hold it tight �
She seized the bag of sweets in both hands
and would not let go.

seize up phrasal verb to stop working
properly

seizureseizure /si
�ə/ noun 1. the act of taking
possession of something � The court or-
dered the seizure of the shipment of books.
2. a sudden contraction of the muscles, es-
pecially in a heart attack or an epileptic fit
� A member of the audience has had a sei-
zure. � She has epileptic seizures.
seldom

� seldom /seldəm/ adv not often (NOTE:
Note the word order when seldom is at the
beginning of a phrase: you seldom hear or
seldom do you hear)
select

� select /s|lekt/ (selects, selecting, se-
lected) verb to choose something or some-
one carefully � She looked carefully at the
shelves before selecting a book. � He was
selected for the England squad. � Selected
items are reduced by 25%.
selection

� selection /s |lekʃən/ noun 1. a range
� There is a huge selection of hats to
choose from. 2. a thing which has or things
which have been chosen � a selection of
French cheeses
selective

� selective /s |lektv/ adj choosing
carefully between different possibilities
selectorselector /s|lektə/ noun a person who
chooses people to play in a national team

self

� self /self/ (plural selves) noun your
own person or character � She was ill for
some time, but now she’s her old self again.
� She’s not her usual happy self today – I
think she’s got something on her mind.
self-

� self- /self/ prefix referring to yourself
self-assuredself-assured /self ə |ʃɔ
d/ adj confident
and sure of yourself
self-awarenessself-awareness /self ə |weənəs/ noun
the fact of having a clear and accurate
knowledge of your own character
self-cateringself-catering /self ket(ə)rŋ/ noun the
practice of doing the cooking for yourself
self-centredself-centred /self sentəd/ adj thinking
only about yourself and your own concerns
self-confessedself-confessed /self kən |fest/ adj who
admits to being something
self-confidenceself-confidence /self kɒnfdəns/
noun the fact of being self-confident
self-consciousself-conscious /self kɒnʃəs/ adj em-
barrassed because you feel you have cer-
tain faults
self-controlself-control /�self kən|trəυl/ noun the
fact of keeping your feelings under control
self-defenceself-defence /�self d |fens/ noun the act
of defending yourself
self-destructself-destruct /�self d |str�kt/ (self-de-
structs, self-destructing, self-destruct-
ed) verb to destroy itself
self-destructiveself-destructive /self d |str�ktv/ adj
doing things which are likely to cause
yourself harm
self-determinationself-determination /�self dt#
m|

neʃ(ə)n/ noun a free choice by the people
of a country as to how they should be gov-
erned
self-disciplineself-discipline /self dsə |�pln/ noun
the ability to control your behaviour and do
what you should do
self-effacingself-effacing /self  |fesŋ/ adj modest
about your own achievements or good
qualities
self-employedself-employed /�self m |plɔd/ adj
working for yourself, not employed by a
company � a self-employed accountant �
He worked for a bank for ten years but now
is self-employed.
self-esteem

� self-esteem /�self  |sti
m/ noun a
good opinion of yourself and your ability
self-evidentself-evident /self evd(ə)nt/ adj obvi-
ous
self-explanatoryself-explanatory /�self k|

spl�nət(ə)ri/ adj which explains itself
easily
self-governingself-governing /self (�vənŋ/ adj
which governs itself
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self-helpself-help /self help/ noun the fact of us-
ing your own efforts to help yourself, with-
out relying on other people or the govern-
ment
self-importantself-important /self m|pɔ
t(ə)nt/ adj
behaving as if you believe you are very im-
portant
self-imposedself-imposed /�self m |pəυzd/ adj cho-
sen for yourself
self-indulgentself-indulgent /self n |d�ld�(ə)nt/ adj
allowing yourself to do what you feel like
without self-control
self-inflictedself-inflicted /self n |flktd/ adj caused
by yourself
self-interestself-interest /self ntrəst/ noun work-
ing for your own benefit
selfish

� selfish /selfʃ/ adj doing things only
for yourself and not for other people
selflessselfless /selfləs/ adj not thinking of
yourself, only of others
self-madeself-made /self med/ adj rich and suc-
cessful because of your own work, not be-
cause you inherited money or position
self-pityself-pity /self pti/ noun pity for your-
self
self-portraitself-portrait /self pɔ
tret/ noun a
painting of the artist done by himself or
herself
self-preservationself-preservation /self �prezə |

veʃ(ə)n/ noun the wish to protect your-
self from harm
self-reliantself-reliant /�self r |laənt/ adj relying
only on yourself to make decisions
self-respectself-respect /�self r |spekt/ noun pride
in yourself
self-righteousself-righteous /self ratʃəs/ adj feel-
ing sure that you are doing what is right
self-ruleself-rule /�self ru
l/ noun the right of a
country or a state to govern itself
self-satisfiedself-satisfied /self s�ts |�fad/ adj feel-
ing very pleased with yourself or with your
actions
self-serviceself-service /�self s#
vs/ adj (of a shop
or restaurant) in which you take things
yourself before paying for them, rather
than being served by an assistant
self-sufficientself-sufficient /�self sə |fʃ(ə)nt/ adj
able to provide everything for yourself
sell

� sell /sel/ (sells, selling, sold) verb 1. to
give something to someone for money
[~to/~for] � He sold the house to my father.
� We managed to sell the car for £500. �

The shop sells vegetables but not meat. 2.
to be sold [~for] � Those packs sell for £25
a dozen. � Her latest book is selling very
well.

sell off phrasal verb to sell goods quickly

and cheaply to get rid of them � At the
end of the day the market stalls sell off
their fruit and vegetables very cheaply.
sell out� phrasal verb 1. to sell every
item of a particular type � Have you got
the dress in a size 12? – No, I’m afraid
we’ve sold out. � We’re selling out of
these hats fast. 2. US to sell a business to
someone � He sold out to his partner and
retired. 3. to give in to a group of influen-
tial people � The environmental group
has accused the government of selling
out to the oil companies.
sell up phrasal verb to sell a business �

He sold up and retired.
sell-by datesell-by date /sel ba �det/ noun the
date on a packet of food, which is the last
date on which the food can be sold while it
is guaranteed to be good
sellerseller /selə/ noun 1. a person who sells
something � There were a few postcard
sellers by the cathedral. 2. an item which
sells � This book is a steady seller.
sell-offsell-off /sel ɒf/ noun the act of selling
something to private buyers
SellotapeSellotape /seləυtep/ trademark a type
of sticky tape � She put the books in a box
and sealed it with Sellotape.
selloutsellout /selaυt/ noun 1. a betrayal of all
your principles � They said his change of
policy was a sellout to the forces of the
right. � It’s a sellout – the council should
have stood up for our rights. 2. a perform-
ance of a play, film or concert for which all
the tickets have been sold � The new musi-
cal is a sellout.
semanticsemantic /sə |m�ntk/ adj referring to
the meanings of words and phrases
semblancesemblance /sembləns/ noun an appear-
ance
semensemen /si
mən/ noun a thick pale fluid
containing spermatozoa, produced by the
testes and ejaculated from the penis (NOTE:
Do not confuse with seaman.)
semestersemester /s |mestə/ noun a term in a
school or college year which only has two
terms
semicirclesemicircle /semi|�s#
k(ə)l/ noun half a
circle
semicolonsemicolon /�semi |kəυlɒn/ noun a punc-
tuation mark (;) used to separate two parts
of a sentence and also used to show a pause
semi-conscioussemi-conscious /�semi kɒnʃəs/ adj
not fully conscious
semi-final

� semi-final /�semi fan(ə)l/ noun one
of the last two matches in a competition,
the winners of which go into the final game
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seminarseminar /semnɑ
/ noun the meeting of
a small group of university students to dis-
cuss a subject with a teacher
seminaryseminary /semnəri/ noun a college
where people train to become priests
semitonesemitone /semitəυn/ noun the smallest
interval between notes in music, the inter-
val between two keys on a piano
senatesenate /senət/ noun the upper house of
the legislative body in some countries �

She was first elected to the Senate in 2001.
senatorsenator /senətə/ noun a member of a
senate (NOTE: written with a capital letter
when used as a title: Senator Jackson)
send

� send /send/ (sends, sending, sent)
verb 1. to make someone or something go
from one place to another � My mother
sent me to the baker’s to buy some bread. �
I was sent home from school because I had
a headache. � He sent the ball into the net.
� The firm is sending him out to Australia
for six months. 2. to use the postal services
to get something to someone � The office
sends 200 Christmas cards every year. �
Send me a postcard when you get to Rus-
sia. � Send the letter by air if you want it to
arrive next week. � Send your donations to
the following address.

send for phrasal verb to ask someone to
come
send in phrasal verb to send a letter to an
organisation
send off phrasal verb 1. (in games) to tell
someone to go off the field � The referee
sent both players off. 2. to post something
� He sent the postcard off without a
stamp.
send up phrasal verb 1. to make some-
thing go up � They sent up an emergency
flare. � The cold weather has sent up the
price of vegetables. 2. to make jokes
about someone (informal) � In one of his
TV sketches, he sends up the Foreign
Minister.

sendersender /sendə/ noun a person who sends
something, especially a letter � The letter
was returned to the sender.
senilesenile /si
nal/ adj referring to someone
whose is forgetful and confused because of
old age
senior

� senior /si
niə/ adj 1. older � the senior
members of the tribe 2. more important,
e.g. in rank � A sergeant is senior to a cor-
poral. � My senior colleagues do not agree
with me.
senior citizensenior citizen /�si
niə stz(ə)n/ noun
an old person who does not work

seniorityseniority /�si
ni|ɒrti/ noun 1. the fact of
being older or more important 2. the fact of
being a member of a group longer than
someone else � He has several years’ sen-
iority over me as a member of the club.
sensation

� sensation /sen |seʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a
general feeling � I felt the curious sensa-
tion that I had been in the room before. 2. a
physical feeling � She had a burning sen-
sation in her arm. 3. a thing or person that
causes great excitement � The new ballet
was the sensation of the season.
sensationalsensational /sen |seʃ(ə)n(ə)l/ adj 1.
which causes great excitement � His sen-
sational discovery shocked the world of ar-
chaeology. 2. very good � A sensational
new film – don’t miss it! � You look sensa-
tional in that outfit.
sensationalismsensationalism /sen |seʃ(ə)nə|

�lz(ə)m/ noun the practice of making
things seem especially exciting or shock-
ing, e.g. in newspaper reporting
sense

� sense /sens/ noun 1. one of the five
ways in which you notice something
(sight, hearing, smell, taste, touch) � Dogs
have a good sense of smell. � His senses
had been dulled by the drugs he was tak-
ing. 2. a meaning � He was using ‘bear’ in
the sense of ‘to carry’. 3. the fact of being
sensible � At least someone showed some
sense and tried to calm the situation. � She
didn’t have the sense to refuse. � I thought
Patrick would have had more sense than
that.
senselesssenseless /sensləs/ adj done for no
good reason � a senseless attack on a little
old lady � It’s senseless to buy clothes you
don’t need, just because they are in the
sales.
sensible

� sensible /sensb(ə)l/ adj 1. showing
good judgment and wisdom � Staying in-
doors was the sensible thing to do. � Try
and be sensible for once! 2. (of shoes)
strong and comfortable for walking, rather
than fashionable
sensitive

� sensitive /senstv/ adj 1. easily up-
set � She’s a very sensitive young woman.
� Some actors are extremely sensitive to
criticism. 2. which measures very accu-
rately � a very sensitive light meter
sensitivity

� sensitivity /�sens|tvti/ noun sensi-
tive feelings
sensorsensor /sensə/ noun an electronic de-
vice that reacts to something such as heat,
light or smoke
sensorysensory /sensəri/ adj referring to the
senses
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sensualsensual /sensjuəl/ adj referring to
pleasures of the body, not of the mind
sensuoussensuous /sensjuəs/ adj which gives
pleasure to the senses
sent

� sent /sent/ past tense and past partici-
ple of send
sentence

� sentence /sentəns/ noun 1. a series
of words put together to make a complete
statement, usually ending in a full stop � I
don’t understand the second sentence in
your letter. � Begin each sentence with a
capital letter. 2. a judgment of a court � He
was given a six-month prison sentence. �
The judge passed sentence on the accused.
� verb (sentences, sentencing, sen-
tenced) to give someone an official legal
punishment � She was sentenced to three
weeks in prison. � He was sentenced to
death for murder.
sentimentsentiment /sentmənt/ noun a general
feeling � The government had to take pub-
lic sentiment into account.
sentimental

� sentimental /�sent |ment(ə)l/ adj
showing emotions of love or pity, not rea-
son
sentrysentry /sentri/ (plural sentries
/sentn(ə)l/), sentinel noun a soldier on
duty, e.g. at a gate
separateseparate1 /sep(ə)rət/ adj not together or
attached � They are in separate rooms. �

The house has one bathroom with a sepa-
rate toilet. � The dogs were kept separate
from the other pets. � Can you give us two
separate invoices?
separateseparate2 /sepəret/ (separates, sepa-
rating, separated) verb 1. to divide people
or things � The employees are separated
into permanent and temporary staff. � The
teacher separated the class into two
groups. 2. to keep people or things apart �
The police tried to separate the two gangs.
� Is it possible to separate religion from
politics?
separatedseparated /sepəretd/ adj not living
together any more
separately

� separately /sep(ə)rətli/ adv individ-
ually, rather than together or as a group
separationseparation /�sepə |reʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the
act of dividing people or things 2. the fact
of living apart � A six-month separation of
mother and child may have long-term ef-
fects. � After my parents’ separation I lived
with my father.
separatistseparatist /sep(ə)rətst/ noun a person
who believes that part of the country
should become separate and independent
September

� September /sep |tembə/ noun the
ninth month of the year, between August

and October � September 3 � The weather
is usually good in September. � Her birth-
day is in September. � Today is September
3rd. � We always try to take a short holiday
in September. (NOTE: September 3rd or
September 3: say ‘September the third’ or
‘the third of September’ or in US English
‘September third’.)
septicseptic /septk/ adj (of a part of a body or
a wound) infected with bacteria
sequelsequel /si
kwəl/ noun 1. the continua-
tion of something, such as a story or a play
� The sequel will be screened tomorrow
night. 2. a result, something which follows
� The sequel to the discovery was that the
driver of the truck was arrested.
sequence

� sequence /si
kwəns/ noun a series
of things which happen or follow one after
the other � The sequence of events which
led to the accident.
sequinsequin /si
kwn/ noun a small round
shiny metal ornament, sewn onto clothes
sereneserene /sə|ri
n/ adj calm, not worried
sergeant

� sergeant /sɑ
d�ənt/ noun a non-
commissioned officer in the army, or an of-
ficer of low rank in the police (NOTE: also
used as a title before a surname: Sergeant
Jones)
sergeant majorsergeant major /�sɑ
d�ənt med�ə/
noun a non-commissioned officer of mid-
dle rank in the army and some other armed
forces
serialserial /səriəl/ noun a story that is broad-
cast on TV or radio in separate parts � an
Australian police serial (NOTE: Do not con-
fuse with cereal.)
serial numberserial number /səriəl �n�mbə/ noun a
number that is given to something such as
a piece of equipment or a bank note so that
it can be identified
series

� series /səri
z/ (plural same) noun 1. a
group of things which come one after the
other in order � We had a series of phone
calls from the bank. 2. TV or radio pro-
grammes which are broadcast at the same
time each week � There’s a new wildlife se-
ries starting this week.
serious

� serious /səriəs/ adj 1. not funny or
not joking � a very serious play � He’s
such a serious little boy. � Stop laughing –
it’s very serious. � He’s very serious about
the proposal. � The doctor’s expression
was very serious. 2. important and possibly
dangerous � There was a serious accident
on the motorway. � The storm caused seri-
ous damage. � There’s no need to worry –
it’s nothing serious. 3. carefully planned �
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The management is making serious at-
tempts to improve working conditions.
seriously

� seriously /səriəsli/ adv 1. in a seri-
ous way � She should laugh more – she
mustn’t always take things so seriously. 2.
to a great extent � The cargo was seriously
damaged by water. � Her mother is seri-
ously ill.
seriousnessseriousness /si
riəsnəs/ noun the fact
of being serious
sermonsermon /s#
mən/ noun a talk given by a
priest in church � He gave a sermon about
the need to love your neighbours.
serotoninserotonin /�sərə |təυnn/ noun a chemi-
cal in your body which affects your moods
and the sending of messages through your
nerves
serpentserpent /s#
pənt/ noun a snake (literary
or dated)
servant

� servant /s#
vənt/ noun a person who
is paid to work for a family � They employ
two servants in their London home. � Get
it yourself – I’m not your servant!
serve

� serve /s#
v/ (serves, serving, served)
verb 1. to give food or drink to someone �
She served the soup in small bowls. � Just
take a plate and serve yourself. � Has eve-
ryone been served? 2. to go with a dish
[~with] � Fish is served with a white sauce.
� You usually serve red wine with meat. 3.
to help a customer, e.g. in a shop � Are you
being served? � The manager served me
himself. 4. (in games like tennis) to start a
point by hitting the ball, in sports such as
tennis and squash � She served two faults
in a row. � He served first.
server

� server /s#
və/ noun a dedicated com-
puter or program which provides a func-
tion to a network
service

� service /s#
vs/ noun 1. a facility
which the public needs � Our train service
to London is very bad. � The postal service
is efficient. � The hotel provides a laundry
service. 2. the act of serving or helping
someone in a shop or restaurant � The food
is good here, but the service is very slow. �
The bill includes an extra 10% for service.
� Is the service included? � The bill does
not include service. 3. a regular check of a
machine � The car has had its 20,000-kil-
ometre service. 4. a group of people work-
ing together � the ambulance service 5. a
time when you work for a company or or-
ganisation or in the armed forces � She did
six years’ service in the police. � He was
awarded a gold watch for his long service
to the company. � As a soldier, he saw serv-
ice in Northern Ireland. 6. a religious cere-

mony � My mother never misses the nine
o’clock service on Sundays. 7. (in games
like tennis) the action of hitting the ball first
� She has a very powerful service. � verb
(services, servicing, serviced) to keep a
machine in good working order � The car
needs to be serviced every six months.
service chargeservice charge /s#
vs tʃɑ
d�/ noun a
charge added to a bill in a restaurant to pay
for service
servicemanserviceman /s#
vsmən/ (plural serv-
icemen) noun a male member of the army,
navy or air force
services

� services /s#
vsz/ noun an area next
to a motorway with a service station, res-
taurants and sometimes a hotel
service station

� service station /s#
vs �steʃ(ə)n/
noun a garage where you can buy petrol
and have small repairs done to a car
servicewomanservicewoman /s#
vs |�wυmən/ (plural
servicewomen) noun a woman member of
the army, navy or air force
servietteserviette /�s#
vi |et/ noun a square piece
of cloth or paper used to protect clothes
and wipe your mouth at meals (NOTE: Al-
though serviette is perfectly correct Eng-
lish, some people prefer to use the word
napkin.)
serving

� serving /s#
vŋ/ noun an amount of
food served to one person
sesamesesame /sesəmi/ noun a plant with
small flat seeds that are used in cooking,
sometimes scattered on top of bread or
cakes, or to make oil
session

� session /seʃ(ə)n/ noun the time when
an activity is taking place � All these long
sessions in front of the computer screen are
ruining my eyesight.
set

� set /set/ noun a group of things which
go together, which are used together or
which are sold together � He carries a set
of tools in the back of his car. � The six
chairs are sold as a set. � verb (sets, set-
ting, set) 1. to put something somewhere,
usually carefully � She set the plate of bis-
cuits down on the table next to her chair. 2.
to fix something � When we go to France
we have to set our watches to French time.
� The price of the new computer has been
set at £500. 3. to make something happen �
He went to sleep smoking a cigarette and
set the house on fire. � All the prisoners
were set free. � I had been worried about
her, but her letter set my mind at rest. 4. to
go down � The sun rises in the east and sets
in the west. � adj ready � We’re all set for a
swim. � My bags are packed and I’m all set
to leave. � The government is set to intro-
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duce new anti-smoking laws. � Her latest
novel is set to become the best-selling book
of the year.

set about phrasal verb to start to do
something
set aside phrasal verb 1. to dismiss or re-
ject something � The proposal was set
aside by the committee. 2. to save some-
thing and keep it for future use � We set
money aside every month for the chil-
dren’s holidays.
set back phrasal verb 1. to delay some-
thing or make something late � The bad
weather has set the harvest back by two
weeks. 2. to place something further back
� The house is set back from the road.
set down phrasal verb 1. to let passengers
get off � The bus set down several pas-
sengers and two others got on. 2. to put
something in writing � The rules are set
down in this booklet.
set in phrasal verb to start and become
permanent
set off� phrasal verb 1. to begin a trip �
We’re setting off for Germany tomorrow.
� They all set off on a long walk after
lunch. 2. to start something happening �
They set off a bomb in the shopping cen-
tre. � If you touch the wire it will set off
the alarm. � Being in the same room as a
cat will set off my asthma.
set out phrasal verb 1. to begin a journey
� The hunters set out to cross the moun-
tains. � We have to set out early tomor-
row. 2. to explain something clearly � We
asked her to set out the details in her re-
port. 3. to aim to do something � He set
out to ruin the party.
set to phrasal verb to start to work hard
(dated )
set up phrasal verb 1. to establish some-
thing � to set up a committee or a work-
ing party � A fund has been set up to
receive donations from the public. � He
set himself up as an estate agent. 2. to de-
ceive someone deliberately (informal) �
We were set up by the police.

setback

� setback /setb�k/ noun a problem
which makes something late or stops
something going ahead
set pieceset piece /set pi
s/ noun an action which
is carefully planned in advance
settee

settee /se|ti
/ noun a long seat with a soft
back where several people can sit
setting

� setting /setŋ/ noun the background
for a story � The setting for the story is
Hong Kong in 1935.

settle

� settle /set(ə)l/ (settles, settling, set-
tled) verb 1. to arrange or agree something
[~on] � Have you settled on a title for the
new film yet? � Well, I’m glad everything’s
settled at last. � Will these two sides ever
settle their differences? 2. to place yourself
in a comfortable position � She switched
on the television and settled in her favour-
ite armchair. 3. to fall to the ground, or to
the bottom of something, gently � Wait for
the dust to settle. � A layer of mud settled
at the bottom of the pond.

settle down phrasal verb 1. to place your-
self in a comfortable position � After din-
ner, she likes to settle down in a
comfortable chair with a good book. 2. to
change to a calmer way of life without
many changes of house or much travel-
ling � He has worked all over the world,
and doesn’t seem ready to settle down. �
She had lots of boyfriends, and then got
married and settled down in Surrey.
settle for phrasal verb to choose or to de-
cide on something which is not quite
what you want
settle in phrasal verb to become accus-
tomed to something new such as a house
or job

settlement

� settlement /set(ə)lmənt/ noun 1. the
payment of a bill � This invoice has not
been paid – can you arrange for immediate
settlement? 2. an agreement in a dispute �

In the end a settlement was reached be-
tween management and workers. 3. a place
where a group of people come to live � a
mining settlement in the hills
settler

� settler /set(ə)lə/ noun a person who
goes to live in a new country
set-top boxset-top box /set tɒp bɒks/ noun a de-
vice shaped like a box, which is used to op-
erate cable television
setupsetup /set�p/ noun 1. the way something
is organised 2. an action taken to deceive
someone
seven

� seven /sev(ə)n/ noun the number 7
seventeen

� seventeen /�sev(ə)n |ti
n/ noun the
number 17
seventeenth

� seventeenth /�sev(ə)n |ti
nθ/ adj,
noun number 17 in a series � noun number
17 in a series
seventh

� seventh /sevənθ/ adj relating to
number 7 in a series � noun number 7 in a
series
seventy

� seventy /sev(ə)nti/ noun the number
70 � seventies the numbers between 70
and 79
seversever /sevə/ (severs, severing, sev-
ered) verb to cut off
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� several /sev(ə)rəl/ adj, pron more
than a few, but not a lot � Several buildings
were damaged in the storm. � We’ve met
several times. � Several of the students are
going to Italy. � Most of the guests left ear-
ly but several stayed on till midnight.
severe

� severe /s |və/ adj 1. very strict � He
was very severe with any child who did not
behave. � Discipline in the school was se-
vere. 2. having a very bad effect � The gov-
ernment imposed severe financial restric-
tions on importers. � The severe weather
has closed several main roads. (NOTE: se-
verity n)
severely

� severely /s |vəli/ adv 1. strictly � She
was severely punished for being late. 2. to
a great extent � a severely injured survivor
� Train services have been severely affect-
ed by snow.
sew

� sew /səυ/ (sews, sewing, sewed, sewn
or sewed) verb to attach, make or repair
something by using a needle and thread
(NOTE: Do not confuse with sow.)
sewagesewage /su
d�/ noun waste water and
other waste from toilets, carried away in
pipes under the ground
sewer

sewer /su
ə/ noun a large pipe which
takes waste water and refuse away from
buildings
sewing

� sewing /səυŋ/ noun things such as
clothes which someone is in the process of
sewing
sewnsewn /səυn/ past participle of sew
sex

� sex /seks/ noun 1. one of two groups,
male and female, into which animals and
plants can be divided � They’ve had a baby,
but I don’t know what sex it is. � There is
no discrimination on the grounds of sex,
race and religion. 2. physical activity
which, between a man and a woman, could
cause a baby to develop � a film full of sex
and violence � Sex was the last thing on
her mind. � to have sex with someone to
perform a sexual act with someone
sex appealsex appeal /seks ə|�pi
l/ noun the fact of
being attractive to the opposite sex
sexismsexism /seksz(ə)m/ noun unfair treat-
ment because of a person’s sex
sex lifesex life /seks laf/ noun the part of
someone’s life that involves their sexual re-
lationships
sex offendersex offender /seks ə |�fendə/ noun a
person who commits a crime involving sex
sexual

� sexual /sekʃuəl/ adj relating to the ac-
tivity of having sex � Their relationship
was never sexual.

sexual intercoursesexual intercourse /�sekʃuəl
ntəkɔ
s/ noun the act in which a man
puts his penis inside a woman’s vagina
sexuality

� sexuality /�sekʃu |�lti/ noun sexual
feelings or activity
sexuallysexually /sekʃυəli/ adv in a sexual way
sexual orientationsexual orientation /�sekʃuəl �ɔ
riən|

teʃ(ə)n/ noun attraction to someone of
the opposite sex, of the same sex or both
sex workersex worker /seks w#
kə/ noun a person
who gets paid to have sex with people or
who appears in pornographic films or pho-
tographs
sexy

� sexy /seksi/ (sexier, sexiest) adj sex-
ually attractive
SGMLSGML /�es d�i
 em|el/ noun a computer
language which uses a system of codes to
create files
shsh /ʃ/ interj used to ask for silence
shabbyshabby /ʃ�bi/ adj (of clothes) used about
clothes which are of poor quality or look
worn out � He wore a shabby coat with two
buttons missing.
shackshack /ʃ�k/ noun a rough wooden shelter
� He lived for years in a little shack in the
woods.
shackleshackle /ʃ�k(ə)l/ (shackles, shackling,
shackled) verb to fasten someone to some-
thing or to another person with a chain �
The slaves were shackled together.
shadeshade /ʃed/ noun 1. a variety of a partic-
ular colour � Her hat is a rather pretty
shade of green. 2. a dark place which is not
in the sun � We sat in the shade of a tree. �
Let’s try and find some shade – it’s too hot
in the sun.
shadow

� shadow /ʃ�dəυ/ noun a dark place
behind an object where light is cut off by
the object � In the evening, the trees cast
long shadows across the lawn. � She saw
his shadow move down the hall. � They
rested for a while, in the shadow of a large
tree.
shadowyshadowy /ʃ�dəυi/ (shadowier, shad-
owiest) adj not easily seen or not well
known
shadyshady /ʃedi/ adj 1. out of the light of the
sun � At midday in Madrid, it’s better to
walk on the shady side of the street. 2. not
honest � He made several shady deals.
shaft

� shaft /ʃɑ
ft/ noun 1. the long handle of
a tool such as a spade � The shaft of the
spade was so old it snapped in two. 2. a
thin beam of light � Tiny particles of dust
were dancing in a shaft of sunlight. 3. a
deep hole connecting one place to another
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� The shaft had become blocked with rub-
bish.
shaggyshaggy /ʃ�(i/ adj long and untidy
shake

� shake /ʃek/ (shakes, shaking,
shook, shaken) verb to move something
from side to side or up and down � Shake
the bottle before pouring. � The house
shakes every time a train goes past. � His
hand shook as he opened the envelope. � to
shake your head to move your head from
side to side to mean ‘no’ � When I asked
my dad if I could borrow the car he just
shook his head.

shake off� phrasal verb to get rid of
something, usually something unpleasant

shakeupshakeup /ʃek�p/ noun a total reorgani-
sation
shakyshaky /ʃeki/ (shakier, shakiest) adj 1.
not very safe, not very reliable � Be care-
ful, that ladder is a bit shaky. � The cham-
pion driver got off to a shaky start. � Your
argument sounds a bit shaky to me. 2. feel-
ing weak � He’s still shaky after his opera-
tion.
shall

� shall /ʃəl, ʃ�l/ modal verb 1. used to
make the future tense � We shall be out on
Saturday evening. � I shan’t say anything –
I shall keep my mouth shut! � Tomorrow we
shan’t be home until after 10 o’clock. 2.
used to show a suggestion � Shall we open
the windows? � Shall I give them a ring?
(NOTE: shall is mainly used with I and we.
The negative is shan’t and the past tense is
should.)
shallotshallot /ʃə|lɒt/ noun a type of small on-
ion
shallow

� shallow /ʃ�ləυ/ adj not far from top
to bottom � Children were playing in the
shallow end of the pool. � The river is so
shallow in summer that you can walk
across it.
shamsham /ʃ�m/ noun a person or thing which
is false � Her claim to be a great pianist is
just a sham. � The government’s promises
were just a sham.
shamblesshambles /ʃ�mbəlz/ noun 1. a com-
plete lack of organisation � The whole trip
to Paris was a shambles – lost tickets, no
hotel booking, everything that could go
wrong did go wrong. 2. a mess � She stood
at the door looking at the shambles after
the office party. � Tidy up your bedroom –
it is an absolute shambles.
shame

� shame /ʃem/ noun the bad feeling
you get when you know you have done
something wrong or cruel which you
should not have done � She went bright red

with shame. � To my shame, I did nothing
to help.
shamefulshameful /ʃemf(ə)l/ adj extremely im-
moral or dishonest, causing shame
shamelessshameless /ʃemləs/ adj not ashamed
shampoo

� shampoo /ʃ�m |pu
/ noun 1. liquid
soap for washing your hair or for washing
things such as carpets or cars � There are
sachets of shampoo in the bathroom. 2. the
action of washing the hair � She went to the
hairdresser’s for a shampoo.
shan’t

� shan’t /ʃɑ
nt/ short form shall not
shanty townshanty town /ʃ�nti taυn/ noun a large
group of huts belonging to poor people
shape

� shape /ʃep/ noun the form of how
something looks � A design in the shape of
a letter S. � The old table was a funny
shape. � verb (shapes, shaping, shaped)
to make into a certain form � He shaped
the pastry into the form of a little boat.

shape up phrasal verb to result, to end up
� Things are shaping up as we expected.
� It’s shaping up to be a fine day.

shaped

� shaped /ʃept/ adj with a certain shape
shapelessshapeless /ʃepləs/ adj with no definite
shape
shapelyshapely /ʃepli/ adj with an attractive
shape
share

� share /ʃeə/ noun a part of something
that is divided between two or more people
� Did he get his share of the prize money?
� There’s a lot of work to do, so everyone
must do their share. � to have a share in to
take part in, to have a part of � All the staff
should have a share in decisions about the
company’s future. � She has her share of
the responsibility for the accident. � verb
(shares, sharing, shared) 1. also share
out to divide up something among several
people [~among/between] � The money will
be shared out among her sons. � Let’s
share the cost. 2. to use something which
someone else also uses � We share an of-
fice. � We shared a taxi to the airport.
shareholdershareholder /ʃeəhəυldə/ noun a per-
son who owns shares in a company
sharewareshareware /ʃeə|�weə/ noun computer
software which you try for short period be-
fore deciding if you want to buy the right to
use it
shariasharia /ʃə|ri
ə/ noun Islamic religious
law, based on the teaching of the Koran
shark

� shark /ʃɑ
k/ noun a large dangerous
fish which lives in the sea and can kill peo-
ple � The lifeguards shouted when a shark
was spotted in the water.
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sharp

� sharp /ʃɑ
p/ adj 1. with an edge or
point which can easily cut or pass through
something � For injections, a needle has to
have a very sharp point. � The beach is
covered with sharp stones. � This knife is
useless – it isn’t sharp enough. 2. sudden
and great � There was a sharp drop in in-
terest rates. � The road makes a sharp
right-hand bend. � He received a sharp
blow on the back of his head. � We had a
sharp frost last night. 3. bitter � Lemons
have a very sharp taste. 4. quick to notice
things � He has a sharp sense of justice. �
She has a sharp eye for a bargain. � He’s
pretty sharp at spotting mistakes. � adv 1.
exactly � The coach will leave the hotel at
7.30 sharp. 2. suddenly, at an angle � The
road turned sharp right.
sharpensharpen /ʃɑ
pən/ (sharpens, sharpen-
ing, sharpened) verb to make something
sharp
shatter

� shatter /ʃ�tə/ (shatters, shattering,
shattered) verb 1. to break into little pieces
� He knocked the vase with his elbow and
it shattered onto the floor. � The bomb
shattered the windows of several houses. 2.
to destroy, to upset violently � His hopes of
going to university were shattered when he
failed the exam. � A loud sneeze shattered
the silence in the library.
shatteredshattered /ʃ�təd/ adj 1. very upset �
She was shattered when the result of the
court case was announced. 2. very tired
(informal) � He looked shattered after the
marathon.
shave

� shave /ʃev/ noun the act of cutting off
the hair on your face with a razor � He de-
cided to have a shave before going out to
dinner. � verb (shaves, shaving, shaved,
shaved or shaven) 1. to cut off the hair on
your face with a razor � He cut himself
shaving. 2. to cut the hair on your head or,
on a part of your body, so that it is very
short � I didn’t recognise him with his head
shaved.
shavershaver /ʃevə/ noun an electrical tool
used for cutting hair off your body
shavingsshavings /ʃevŋz/ plural noun small
thin slices of something such as wood or
cheese, cut off with a knife � They packed
the china in a box of wood shavings.
shawlshawl /ʃɔ
l/ noun a large square of warm
material for wearing around the shoulders
or head
she

� she /ʃi
/ pron used for referring to a fe-
male person, a female animal and some-
times to cars, ships and countries � She’s
my sister. � She and I are going on holiday

to France together. � I’m angry with her –
she’s taken my motorbike. � She’s a sweet
little cat, but she’s no good at catching
mice. � The customs officers boarded the
ship when she docked. (NOTE: When it is the
object, she becomes her: She hit the ball or
the ball hit her. When it follows the verb to
be, she usually becomes her: Who’s that? –
It’s her, the girl we met yesterday.)
sheafsheaf /ʃi
f/ (plural sheaves) noun 1. a
large pile of papers � He threw a sheaf of
papers onto my desk and told me to sort
them out. � The jury had to examine
sheaves of evidence collected by the fraud
squad. 2. a collection of the stems of plants
such as wheat tied together after cutting �
They spent all day picking up sheaves and
loading them on carts.
shearsshears /ʃəz/ plural noun very large scis-
sors, used for cutting plants or for cutting
the wool off sheep � He’s cutting the hedge
with the shears.
sheathsheath /ʃi
θ/ noun a cover for a weapon
such as a knife � Put your knife back in its
sheath.
sheavessheaves /ʃi
vz/ plural of sheaf
shedshed /ʃed/ noun a small wooden building
� They kept the mower in a shed at the bot-
tom of the garden. � She’s in the garden
shed putting geraniums into pots. � verb
(sheds, shedding, shed) to lose some-
thing which you are carrying or wearing �

In autumn, the trees shed their leaves as
soon as the weather turns cold. � A lorry
has shed its load of wood at the rounda-
bout. � We shed our clothes and dived into
the cool water.
she’d

� she’d /ʃi
d/ short form 1. she had 2. she
would
sheensheen /ʃi
n/ noun an extremely shiny sur-
face
sheep

� sheep /ʃi
p/ (plural same) noun a com-
mon farm animal, which gives wool and
meat � a flock of sheep � The sheep are in
the field.
sheepdogsheepdog /ʃi
pdɒ(/ noun a dog trained
and used to control sheep
sheepishsheepish /ʃi
pʃ/ adj embarrassed and
showing that you are ashamed
sheepskinsheepskin /ʃi
pskn/ noun the skin of a
sheep, with the wool still on it, used to
make something such as a coat or a floor
covering
sheersheer /ʃə/ adj 1. used for emphasizing
something � It was sheer heaven to get into
a hot bath after skiing. � She was crying
out of sheer frustration. � It’s sheer mad-
ness to go out without a coat in this weath-
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er. 2. very steep � It was a sheer drop to the
beach below.
sheet

� sheet /ʃi
t/ noun 1. a large piece of thin
cloth which is put on a bed, either to lie on
or to cover you � She changed the sheets on
the bed. 2. a large flat piece of something
such as paper, metal, ice or plastic � Can
you give me another sheet of paper? � bal-
ance sheet
sheetingsheeting /ʃi
tŋ/ noun thin material used
for covering things
shelf

� shelf /ʃelf/ (plural shelves) noun a flat
piece of wood attached to a wall or in a
cupboard on which things can be put � He
put up or built some shelves in the kitchen.
� The shelves were packed with books. �

Put that book back on the shelf. � Can you
reach me down the box from the top shelf?
� The plates are on the top shelf in the
kitchen cupboard.
shelf lifeshelf life /ʃelf laf/ noun the number of
days or weeks that a product can be kept in
a shop and still be good to use
shell

� shell /ʃel/ noun 1. the hard outside part
which covers some animals such as snails
or tortoises � The children spent hours col-
lecting shells on the beach. 2. the hard out-
side part of an egg or a nut � I found a big
piece of shell in my omelette. � eggshell,
nutshell 3. a metal tube which is fired from
a gun and explodes when it hits something
� A shell landed on the hospital.
she’ll

� she’ll /ʃi
l/ short form she will
shellfish

� shellfish /ʃelfʃ/ noun sea animals
such as crabs and oysters which have a
hard outer covering and which you can eat
sheltershelter /ʃeltə/ noun 1. protection � We
stood in the shelter of a tree waiting for the
rain to stop. � On the mountain there was
no shelter from the pouring rain. � to take
shelter to go somewhere for protection �
When the gunmen started to shoot we all
took shelter behind a wall. 2. a structure or
building which protects you from bad
weather or danger � People stood in the bus
shelter out of the rain as they waited for the
bus to come. � verb (shelters, sheltering,
sheltered) to go somewhere for protection
� Sheep were sheltering from the snow be-
side the hedge.
shelveshelve /ʃelv/ (shelves, shelving,
shelved) verb 1. to put back to a later date
� The project was shelved for lack of mon-
ey. � Discussion of the problem has been
shelved. 2. to slope down � The beach
shelves gently so it is safe for little chil-
dren.
shelves

� shelves /ʃelvz/ plural of shelf

shelvingshelving /ʃelvŋ/ noun 1. rows of
shelves � I’ve installed metal shelving in
the garden shed. 2. the act of delaying
something such as a plan to do something
� The shelving of the project has resulted
in chaos.
shenanigansshenanigans /sh|n�n(ənz/ plural
noun behaviour that is dishonest or immor-
al, but often in a way that can interesting or
funny
shepherdshepherd /ʃepəd/ (shepherds, shep-
herding, shepherded) verb to take people
somewhere moving them as a group � The
children were shepherded into the build-
ing. � The police were shepherding the
crowds away from the scene of the acci-
dent.
sheriffsheriff /ʃerf/ noun US an official in
charge of justice in a particular part of a
state � the sheriff of Orange County
sherrysherry /ʃeri/ noun a type of strong wine,
made in Spain � She brought two bottles of
sherry back from Spain.
she’sshe’s /ʃi
z/ short for 1. she has 2. she is
shhshh /ʃ/ interj another spelling of sh (NOTE:
also spelt sh!)
shield

� shield /ʃi
ld/ noun a large flat object
carried by people such as police officers
for protection from attack � Our police of-
ficers carry riot shields. � verb (shields,
shielding, shielded) to protect someone or
something from being reached or seen �
He tried to shield her from the wind.
shift

� shift /ʃft/ noun a change of something
such as position or direction [~in/~to-
wards/to] � a shift in policy � There is a
shift in the market towards higher priced
goods. � There has been a shift of emphasis
from opposition to partnership. � verb
(shifts, shifting, shifted) to change posi-
tion or direction � We’ve shifted the televi-
sion from the kitchen into the dining room.
� My opinion has shifted since I read the
official report.
shift keyshift key /ʃft ki
/ noun the key which
changes characters on a keyboard to capital
letters
shiftyshifty /ʃfti/ adj not looking honest
ShiiteShiite /ʃi
at/, Shi’ite noun a follower of
the Shia branch of Islam
shimmershimmer /ʃmə/ (shimmers, shimmer-
ing, shimmered) verb to shine softly with
light in a way which is not steady � The
lake shimmered in the moonlight.
shinshin /ʃn/ noun the front part of your leg
below the knee � He scraped his shin
climbing over the wall. � They kicked him
in the shins.

Intermediate.fm  Page 569  Monday, August 23, 2004  5:36 PM



shine 570
shine

� shine /ʃan/ (shines, shining, shone)
verb 1. to be bright with light � The sun is
shining and they say it’ll be hot today. �
She polished the table until it shone. � The
wine glasses shone in the light of the can-
dles. � Why do cats’ eyes shine in the dark?
� The moon shone down on the waiting
crowd. 2. to make light fall on something �
He shone his torch into the cellar.
shingleshingle /ʃŋ(əl/ noun 1. a mass of small
stones on a beach � A shingle beach is
quite hard to walk on in your bare feet. 2. a
small flat piece of something such as wood
which is fixed on a wall or roof as a cover-
ing � I must get up on the roof, some of the
shingles need replacing.
ShintoShinto /ʃntəυ/ noun a Japanese religion
with many gods and spirits of the natural
world
shiny

� shiny /ʃani/ (shinier, shiniest) adj
which shines
ship

� ship /ʃp/ noun a large boat for carrying
passengers and goods on the sea � She’s a
fine ship. � How many ships does the Royal
Navy have? � The first time we went to the
United States, we went by ship. (NOTE: A
ship is often referred to as she or her.)
shipbuildershipbuilder /ʃp|�bldə/ noun a person
or business that makes ships
shipment

� shipment /ʃpmənt/ noun 1. the
sending of goods 2. goods which are sent
somewhere by ship or other means of
transport
shipping

� shipping /ʃpŋ/ noun 1. the sending
of goods � Shipping by rail can often work
out cheaper. 2. ships � They attacked ene-
my shipping in the Channel.
shipwreckshipwreck /ʃprek/ noun an accident
which sinks a ship
shipyardshipyard /ʃpjɑ
d/ noun a factory where
ships are built
shirkshirk /ʃ#
k/ (shirks, shirking, shirked)
verb to try not to do something, especially
work
shirt

� shirt /ʃ#
t/ noun a light piece of cloth-
ing which you wear on the top part of the
body � The teacher wore a blue suit and a
white shirt. � When he came back from the
trip he had a suitcase full of dirty shirts. �
It’s so hot that the workers in the fields
have taken their shirts off.
shivershiver /ʃvə/ verb (shivers, shivering,
shivered) to shake with cold or fear � She
shivered in the cold night air. � He was
coughing and shivering, so the doctor told
him to stay in bed. � noun the action of
shaking because of feeling cold or fright-
ened

shoalshoal /ʃəυl/ noun 1. a bank of sand under
the water � The shoals are clearly marked
on the chart of the harbour. 2. a group of
fish swimming about � a shoal of herring
shock

� shock /ʃɒk/ noun a sudden unpleasant
surprise � It gave me quite a shock when
you walked in. � He’s in for a nasty shock.
� in a state of shock reacting badly to a
sudden unpleasant surprise � She was in a
state of shock after hearing of the accident.
� verb (shocks, shocking, shocked) to
give someone a sudden unpleasant surprise
� The conditions in the hospital shocked
the inspectors.
shocked

� shocked /ʃɒkt/ adj having an unpleas-
ant surprise
shocking

� shocking /ʃɒkŋ/ adj very unpleas-
ant, which gives someone a sudden sur-
prise
shock waveshock wave /ʃɒk wev/ noun a strong
emotional feeling after something has hap-
pened � The shock waves from the collapse
of the government will be felt for some
time.
shoddyshoddy /ʃɒdi/ adj badly done, badly
made � The shoddy workmanship of these
shoes. � They’re selling off shoddy goods
at cheap prices.
shoe

� shoe /ʃu
/ noun a piece of clothing
which is worn on your foot � She’s bought
a new pair of shoes. � He put his shoes on
and went out. � Take your shoes off if your
feet hurt.
shoelaceshoelace /ʃu
les/ noun a string for ty-
ing up shoes
shoestringshoestring /ʃu
strŋ/ noun � on a shoe-
string done with only a little money �
We’re trying to run this business on a shoe-
string. � They’re living on a shoestring.
shone

� shone /ʃɒn/ past tense and past parti-
ciple of shine
shooshoo /ʃu
/ (shoos, shooing, shooed)
verb to make an animal or a person go
somewhere by waving your hands at them
� She shooed her group of four-year-olds
into the bus.
shook

� shook /ʃυk/ past tense of shake
shoot

� shoot /ʃu
t/ noun a new growth of a
plant, growing from a seed or from a
branch � One or two green shoots are al-
ready showing where I sowed my lettuces.
� After pruning, the roses will send out a
lot of strong new shoots. � verb (shoots,
shooting, shot) 1. to fire a gun [~at] � En-
emy troops were shooting at us. � Don’t
shoot – we’re coming out. 2. to hit or kill by
firing a gun � One of the robbers was shot
by a police officer. � We went out hunting
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and shot two rabbits. 3. to go very fast �

When the bell rang she shot down the
stairs. � He started the engine and the car
shot out of the garage. 4. to aim a ball at the
goal � He shot, and the ball bounced off the
post.

shoot down phrasal verb to make an air-
craft crash by hitting it with bullets from
a gun
shoot up phrasal verb 1. to go up fast �

Prices shot up during the strike. 2. to
grow fast � These tomatoes have shot up
since I planted them. � She used to be
such a small child but she’s really shot up
in the last couple of years.

shooting

� shooting /ʃu
tŋ/ noun the action of
shooting or killing with a gun
shooting starshooting star /�ʃu
tŋ stɑ
/ noun a
small rock which travels very fast through
space and shines brightly
shoot-outshoot-out /ʃu
t aυt/ noun a fight with
guns
shop

� shop /ʃɒp/ noun a place where you can
buy things � Quite a few shops are open on
Sundays. � I never go to that shop – it’s
much too expensive. � The sweet shop is
opposite the fire station. � verb (shops,
shopping, shopped) to look for and buy
things in shops [~for] � She’s out shopping
for his birthday present. � Mum’s gone
shopping. � They went shopping in Oxford
Street. � Do you ever shop locally?

shop around phrasal verb to go to vari-
ous shops to find which one has the
cheapest goods before you buy anything

shop assistantshop assistant /ʃɒp ə |�sstənt/ noun a
person who serves the customers in a shop
shopkeepershopkeeper /ʃɒpki
pə/ noun a person
who owns a shop
shopliftershoplifter /ʃɒplftə/ noun a person who
steals things from shops
shopliftingshoplifting /ʃɒplftŋ/ noun stealing
from shops (NOTE: + shoplifter n)
shopper

� shopper /ʃɒpə/ noun a person who
buys things from shops
shopping

� shopping /ʃɒpŋ/ noun 1. the activity
of buying things in a shop � We do all our
shopping at the weekend. � He’s gone out
to do the weekly shopping. 2. things which
you have bought in a shop � Put all your
shopping on the table. � She was carrying
two baskets of shopping. (NOTE: no plural:
some shopping, a lot of shopping)
shopping centre

� shopping centre /ʃɒpŋ �sentə/
noun a building with several different
shops and restaurants, together with a car
park � We must stop them from building
any more out-of-town shopping centres.

shopping mallshopping mall /ʃɒpŋ mɒl/ noun an
enclosed covered shopping area with
shops, restaurants, banks and other facili-
ties
shoreshore /ʃɔ
/ noun land at the edge of the
sea or a lake � She stood on the shore wav-
ing as the boat sailed away.

shore up phrasal verb to hold something
up which might fall down � They had to
put in metal beams to shore up the ceil-
ing. � The army is trying to shore up the
president’s regime.

shorelineshoreline /ʃɔ
lan/ noun the area along
the edge of the sea or a lake, where water
meets land
short

� short /ʃɔ
t/ adj 1. (of size or length) not
long � Have you got a short piece of wire?
2. (of distance) not far � She only lives a
short distance away. � The taxi driver
wanted to take me through the high street,
but I told him there was a shorter route. �

The shortest way to the railway station is to
go through the park. 3. (of time) not lasting
a long time � He phoned a short time ago.
� We had a short holiday in June. � She
managed to have a short sleep on the
plane. 4. (of height) not tall � He is only 1m
40 – much shorter than his brother.
shortageshortage /ʃɔ
td�/ noun the fact that
you do not have something you need � a
shortage of skilled staff � During the war,
there were food shortages.
shortcomingshortcoming /ʃɔ
tk�mŋz/ noun a
fault that reduces the effectiveness of
something or someone
short cutshort cut /ʃɔ
t k�t/ noun 1. a way which
is shorter than usual � We can take a short
cut through the park. 2. a quicker way of
doing something � There are no short cuts
to learning Russian.
shortenshorten /ʃɔ
t(ə)n/ (shortens, shorten-
ing, shortened) verb to make shorter
shortfallshortfall /ʃɔ
tfɔ
l/ noun an amount
which is missing from a total
shorthandshorthand /ʃɔ
th�nd/ noun a way of
writing using a system of signs
shortlistshortlist /ʃɔ
tlst/ noun a list of some of
the people who have applied for a job, and
who have been chosen to come for an inter-
view � He’s on the shortlist for the job.
(NOTE: + shortlist v)
shortlivedshortlived /�ʃɔ
t |lvd/ adj which does
not last for a long time
shortly

� shortly /ʃɔ
tli/ adv soon
short-rangeshort-range /ʃɔ
t �rend�/ adj which
covers a short distance or a short time
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shorts

� shorts /ʃɔ
ts/ plural noun short trou-
sers for men or women, that stop above the
knees � He was wearing a pair of green
running shorts. � They won’t let you into
the church in shorts.
shortsighted

shortsighted /ʃɔ
t |satd/ adj 1. able to
see close objects clearly, but not objects
which are further away � I’m shortsighted
and have to wear glasses. 2. not thinking
about what may happen in the future � It is
very shortsighted of him to spend all the
money on a new car. � The government has
adopted a very shortsighted policy.
short story

� short story /ʃɔ
t stɒri/ noun a piece
of fiction which is much shorter than a
novel
short-term

short-term /�ʃɔ
t t#
m/ adj for a short
period only
short wave

short wave /ʃɔ
t wev/ noun a radio
communications frequency below 60 me-
tres. � long wave, medium wave
shot

� shot /ʃɒt/ noun 1. the action of shoot-
ing [~at] � The police fired two shots at the
car. � Some shots were fired during the
bank robbery. 2. a kick or hit to try to score
a goal � His shot was saved by the goal-
keeper. � past tense and past participle of
shoot � like a shot very rapidly � He
heard a noise and was off like a shot.
shotgun

shotgun /ʃɒt(�n/ noun a gun which
fires small pellets
should

� should /ʃυd/ modal verb 1. used in giv-
ing advice or warnings for saying what is
the best thing to do � You should go to the
doctor if your cough gets worse. � I should
have been more careful. � She shouldn’t
eat so much if she’s trying to lose weight. �
Should I ask for more coffee? � Why should
I clean up your mess? (NOTE: Ought to can
be used instead of should.) 2. used to say
what you expect to happen � If you leave
now you should be there by 4 o’clock. �

Their train should have arrived by now. �
There shouldn’t be any more problems
now. (NOTE: Ought to can be used instead
of should.) 3. used to show a possibility �
If the President should die in office, the
Vice-President automatically takes over. �
I’ll be in the next room should you need me.
4. same as would (formal) � We should like
to offer you our congratulations. � If I had
enough money I should like to buy a new
car. (NOTE: The negative is should not or,
especially in speaking, shouldn’t. Note also
that should is used as the past tense of
shall: I suggested we should go to an Indian
restaurant.)

shoulder

� shoulder /ʃəυldə/ noun the part of
the body at the top of the arm � The police-
man hurt me on the shoulder. � He fell and
dislocated his shoulder. � Look over your
shoulder, he’s just behind you.
shoulder bladeshoulder blade /ʃəυldə bled/ noun
one of two large flat bones covering the top
part of your back
shouldn’t

� shouldn’t /ʃud(ə)nt/ short for should
not
shout

� shout /ʃaυt/ noun a loud cry � She
gave a shout and dived into the water. �
People came running when they heard the
shouts of the children. � verb (shouts,
shouting, shouted) to make a loud cry or
to speak very loudly � They stamped on the
floor and shouted. � I had to shout to the
waitress to get served. � They were shout-
ing greetings to one another across the
street.
shove

� shove /ʃ�v/ noun a sudden push � She
gave the car a shove and it rolled down the
hill. � verb (shoves, shoving, shoved) to
push someone or something roughly � He
shoved the papers into his pocket. � Stop
shoving – there’s no more room on the bus.

shove off phrasal verb (informal) 1. to
leave � It’s time we shoved off. 2. to go
away � Shove off and let me finish my
meal.

shovelshovel /ʃ�v(ə)l/ noun a tool with a long
handle and a wide flat part for picking up
things such as earth or stones � The work-
men picked up shovels and started to clear
the pile of sand. (NOTE: + shovel v)
show

� show /ʃəυ/ noun 1. an exhibition,
things which are arranged for people to
look at � a fashion show 2. something
which is on at a theatre � We’re going to a
show tonight. � What time does the show
start? � verb (shows, showing, showed,
shown) 1. to let someone see something �

He wanted to show me his holiday photos.
� You have to show your passport at the
check-in desk. 2. to point something out to
someone [~what/how/why etc] � Show me
where the accident happened. � He asked
me to show him the way to the railway sta-
tion. � The salesman showed her how to
work the photocopier. � My watch shows
the date as well as the time. 3. to be seen,
to be obvious � The repairs were badly
done and it shows. � Her rash has almost
disappeared and hardly shows at all. � on
show arranged for everyone to see � Is
there anything new on show in this year’s
exhibition?

show off phrasal verb 1. to show how
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much better than other people you think
you are � Don’t watch her dancing about
like that – she’s just showing off. 2. to let
a lot of people see something which you
are proud of � He drove past with the ra-
dio on very loud, showing off his new car.
show up� phrasal verb 1. to do some-
thing which shows other people to be
worse than you � She dances so well that
she shows us all up. 2. to be seen clearly
� When I ride my bike at night I wear an
orange jacket because it shows up clear-
ly in the dark. 3. to come to or arrive in a
place (informal) � We invited all our
friends to the picnic but it rained and
only five of them showed up.

showbizshowbiz /ʃəυbz/ noun same as show
business (informal)
show businessshow business /ʃəυ �bznəs/ noun the
business of providing entertainment for
people
showcaseshowcase /ʃəυkes/ noun 1. a cupboard
with a glass front or top to arrange objects
for sale � The thieves smashed the show-
case and went off with a tray of rings. 2. an
event designed to make someone or some-
thing known to the public � The computer
show is a showcase for the latest develop-
ments in information technology.
showdownshowdown /ʃəυdaυn/ noun a final ar-
gument which will solve a serious disa-
greement
shower

� shower /ʃaυə/ noun 1. a slight fall of
rain or snow � In April there’s usually a
mixture of sunshine and showers. � There
were snow showers this morning, but it is
sunny again now. 2. a piece of equipment
in a bathroom, usually fixed high up on the
wall, which sends out water to wash your
whole body 3. an occasion when you wash
your body with a shower � She went up to
her room and had a shower. � He has a
cold shower every morning. � You can’t
take a shower now, there’s no hot water. �
verb (showers, showering, showered) to
wash yourself under a shower � He show-
ered and went down to greet his guests.
showingshowing /ʃəυŋ/ noun a result which
shows how well or badly you are doing
showmanshowman /ʃəυmən/ noun an entertain-
er, especially one who performs in very
skilled and exciting way
shownshown /ʃəυn/ past participle of show
show-offshow-off /ʃəυ ɒf/ noun a person who
shows off (informal)
showpieceshowpiece /ʃəυpi
s/ noun the most im-
portant object in a collection or an exhibi-
tion of its type

showroomshowroom /ʃəυru
m/ noun a room or
shop where goods are arranged for sale
showyshowy /ʃəυi/ adj which attracts attention
because of its bright colours or shiny sur-
face
shrankshrank /ʃr�ŋk/ past tense of shrink
shrapnelshrapnel /ʃr�pn(ə)l/ noun pieces of
metal from a shell or bomb which has ex-
ploded
shredshred /ʃred/ noun a long narrow piece
torn off something � She tore his newspa-
per to shreds. � verb (shreds, shredding,
shredded) 1. to tear or cut paper into long
thin pieces, which can then be thrown away
or used as packing material � They sent a
pile of old invoices to be shredded. � She
told the police that the manager had told
her to shred all the documents in the file. 2.
to cut something into very thin pieces �
Here’s a utensil for shredding vegetables.
� Add a cup of shredded carrot.
shreddershredder /ʃredə/ noun a machine for
shredding paper
shrewdshrewd /ʃru
d/ adj clever or wise
shriekshriek /ʃri
k/ (shrieks, shrieking,
shrieked) verb to make the sound of a
shriek � She ran shrieking into the street. �
The children were shrieking with laughter.
(NOTE: + shriek n)
shrillshrill /ʃrl/ (shriller, shrillest) adj 1.
which has a harsh high sound � The engine
has started to make a shrill whistle when I
change gear. 2. loud and complaining �

The art gallery is making increasingly
shrill complaints about lack of government
funding.
shrimpshrimp /ʃrmp/ noun an almost transpar-
ent little shellfish with a tail
shrineshrine /ʃran/ noun a place which is vis-
ited to remember a holy person or someone
who has died � Someone had put flowers at
the roadside shrine. � The bedroom had
become a shrine to her dead son.
shrink

� shrink /ʃrŋk/ (shrinks, shrinking,
shrank or shrunk, shrunk or shrunken)
verb 1. to make something smaller � The
water must have been too hot – it’s shrunk
my shirt. 2. to get smaller � My shirt has
shrunk in the wash. � The market for type-
writers has shrunk almost to nothing.
shrinkageshrinkage /ʃrŋkd�/ noun the action of
shrinking � I have noticed some shrinkage
in the pullover after washing.
shrivelshrivel /ʃrv(ə)l/ (shrivels, shrivelling,
shrivelled) verb to make the surface of
something become dry and creased, or to
become like this
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shroudshroud /ʃraυd/ noun a long cloth cover-
ing a dead body � The corpse was wrapped
in a white shroud. � verb (shrouds,
shrouding, shrouded) to cover � Thick fog
shrouded the town. � Clouds of smoke
shrouded the factory.
shrubshrub /ʃr�b/ noun a small plant with stiff
stems
shrubberyshrubbery /ʃr�bəri/ (plural shrubber-
ies) noun a part of a garden where shrubs
grow
shrug

� shrug /ʃr�(/ (shrugs, shrugging,
shrugged) verb to make the movement of
a shrug with your shoulders � When I
asked him what he thought about it all, he
just shrugged or shrugged his shoulders
and walked off.

shrug off phrasal verb to treat something
as if it is not something to worry about

shrunkshrunk /ʃr�ŋk/ past participle of shrink
shrunkenshrunken /ʃr�ŋkən/ adj wrinkled and
dried up
shudder

� shudder /ʃ�də/ (shudders, shudder-
ing, shuddered) verb to shake violently
with fear � The thought of eating worms
makes me shudder. � She shuddered at the
thought of spending Christmas with his
parents. � I shudder to think how much
money she spends on clothes each month.
shuffleshuffle /ʃ�f(ə)l/ (shuffles, shuffling,
shuffled) verb 1. to walk dragging your
feet along the ground � He shuffled into the
room in his slippers. 2. to mix the playing
cards before starting a game � I think he
must have done something to the cards
when he was shuffling them.
shunshun /ʃ�n/ (shuns, shunning, shunned)
verb to avoid
shuntshunt /ʃ�nt/ (shunts, shunting, shunt-
ed) verb 1. to put someone or something
into a less important place � The carriages
will be shunted into a siding. � He was
shunted off to our office in Bordeaux. 2. to
move a vehicle backwards and forwards �
She shunted backwards and forwards until
she was parked close to the pavement.
shushshush /ʃυʃ/ interj be quiet!
shut

� shut /ʃ�t/ adj not open � Some shops
are shut on Sundays, but most big stores
are open. � We tried to get into the museum
but it was shut. � She lay with her eyes
shut. � Come in – the door isn’t shut! �

verb (shuts, shutting, shut) 1. to close
something which is open � Can you please
shut the window – it’s getting cold in here.
� Here’s your present – shut your eyes and
guess what it is. 2. to close for business �

In Germany, shops shut on Saturday after-
noons. � The restaurant shuts at midnight.

shut down� phrasal verb 1. to close
completely � The factory shut down for
the holiday weekend. 2. to switch off an
electrical system � They had to shut
down the factory because pollution levels
were too high.
shut in phrasal verb to lock someone in-
side a place
shut off phrasal verb 1. to switch some-
thing off � Can you shut off the water
while I mend the tap? 2. to stop access to
� We can shut off the dining room with
folding doors. � The house is shut off
from the road by a high wall.
shut out phrasal verb 1. to lock someone
outside a place � I was shut out of the
house because I’d left my keys inside. � If
the dog keeps on barking you’ll have to
shut him out. 2. to stop light getting in-
side, or to stop people seeing inside �

Those thick curtains should shut out the
light from the children’s room. � A high
wall shuts out the view of the factory. 3.
to stop thinking about something � Try to
shut out the memory of the accident.
shut up� phrasal verb 1. to close some-
thing inside a place � I hate being shut up
indoors on a sunny day. 2. an impolite
way of telling someone to stop talking or
to stop making a noise � Tell those chil-
dren to shut up – I’m trying to work. �

Shut up! – we’re tired of listening to your
complaints. � Once he starts talking it’s
impossible to shut him up.

shutdown

shutdown /ʃ�t |�daυn/ noun the action of
shutting down
shutter

� shutter /ʃ�tə/ noun 1. a folding wood-
en or metal cover for a window � Close the
shutters if the sunlight is too bright. 2. the
part of a camera which opens and closes
very quickly to allow the light to go on to
the film � He released the shutter and took
the picture.
shuttle

shuttle /ʃ�t(ə)l/ noun 1. a means of
transport which goes frequently from one
place to another and back again � There’s
a shuttle bus from the hotel to the exhibi-
tion grounds. 2. a small object for holding
thread and which takes the thread back-
wards and forwards when weaving or sew-
ing with a machine � verb (shuttles, shut-
tling, shuttled) to go between two places
frequently � Waiters were shuttling back-
wards and forwards from the kitchen to the
dining room.
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shuttlecockshuttlecock /ʃ�t(ə)lkɒk/ noun a light
little object with feathers stuck in it, which
players hit over a net in badminton
shyshy /ʃa/ adj nervous and afraid to speak
or do something � He’s so shy he sat in the
back row and didn’t speak to anyone.
sibling

� sibling /sblŋ/ noun a brother or sis-
ter
sick

� sick /sk/ adj 1. not in good health �

He’s been sick for months. � We have five
staff off sick. 2. � to be sick to bring up
food from the stomach into the mouth �
The last time I ate oysters I was sick all
night. � to feel sick to feel ill because you
want to bring up food from the stomach �
When I got up this morning I felt sick and
went back to bed. � The greasy food made
her feel sick. 3. involving subjects or be-
haviour that many people are upset or of-
fended by � a sick joke � noun the contents
of the stomach when they come out
through the mouth (informal) � to make
someone sick to make someone very an-
noyed � All my friends earn more than I do
– it makes me sick!

sick up phrasal verb to bring up food
from your stomach into your mouth
(informal )

sickensicken /skən/ (sickens, sickening,
sickened) verb to make someone feel ex-
tremely upset � It sickens me to think of
foxes being killed.
sickeningsickening /sk(ə)nŋ/ adj making you
upset or nervous � to be sickening for
something to have the first signs of an ill-
ness (informal) � She’s looking pale – she
must be sickening for something.
sick leavesick leave /sk li
v/ noun a period when
an employee is away from work because of
illness
sicklysickly /skli/ adj not healthy � Your
plants are looking rather sickly, do they
need more fertiliser? � He turned a sickly
yellow colour, and we rushed him to the
doctor.
sickness

� sickness /sknəs/ noun 1. the feeling
of wanting to bring up food from the stom-
ach into the mouth 2. not being well �

There is a lot of sickness about during the
winter months.
side

� side /sad/ noun 1. one of the four parts
which with the top and bottom make a sol-
id object such as a box � Stand the box up-
right – don’t turn it onto its side. 2. one of
the two parts which with the front and back
make a building � The garage is attached
to the side of the house. 3. one of the sur-
faces of a flat object � Please write on both

sides of the paper. 4. one of two or more
parts or edges of something � Our office is
on the opposite side of the street to the
bank. � London’s Heathrow Airport is on
the west side of the city. � The hitch-hikers
were standing by the side of the road. � She
sat to one side of the fireplace. 5. one of
two parts separated by something � In the
UK, cars drive on the left-hand side of the
road. � She jumped over the fence to get to
the other side. 6. a sports team � The local
side was beaten 2 – 0. 7. the part of the
body between the top of the legs and the
shoulder � I can’t sleep when I’m lying on
my right side. � The policemen stood by the
prisoner’s side. � They all stood side by
side. � adj which is at the side � There is a
side entrance to the shop. � Can you take
that bucket round to the side door?
sideboardsideboard /sadbɔ
d/ noun a large piece
of furniture made like a table with a cup-
board underneath and used for storing ob-
jects such as plates, cups and glasses
side effect

� side effect /sad  |�fekt/ noun an ef-
fect produced by a medical treatment such
as a drug, which is not the main effect in-
tended
sidekicksidekick /sadkk/ noun someone who
works as a helper for another person
(informal)
sidelightsidelight /sadlat/ noun one of the
small lights on each side of the front of a
car � Switch your sidelights on – it’s begin-
ning to get dark.
sidelinesideline /sadlan/ noun a business
which you carry out in addition to your
usual job � He runs a profitable sideline
selling postcards to tourists.
sidelongsidelong /sadlɒŋ/ adj from one side
sideshowsideshow /sadʃəυ/ noun 1. a small stall
with a game of skill at an event such as a
fair � Among the sideshows were stalls
selling candy floss and a shooting gallery.
2. an activity that is less important than an-
other activity connected with it � The Eu-
ropean Parliament is just a sideshow – the
real decisions are taken by the Council of
Ministers.
sidestepsidestep /sadstep/ (sidesteps, side-
stepping, sidestepped) verb to avoid
something unpleasant (informal)
side streetside street /sad stri
t/ noun a small
street which leads off a main street
sidetracksidetrack /sadtr�k/ (sidetracks, side-
tracking, sidetracked) verb to attract
someone’s attention away from a more im-
portant problem
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sidewalksidewalk /sadwɔ
k/ noun US a pave-
ment � A girl was walking slowly along the
sidewalk. � We sat at a sidewalk café.
sideways

� sideways /sadwez/ adv to the side
or from the side � Crabs walk sideways. �
Take a step sideways and you will be able
to see the castle. � If you look at the post
sideways you’ll see how bent it is.
sidlesidle /sad(ə)l/ (sidles, sidling, sidled)
verb to walk in a way which shows you are
slightly afraid and not go directly forwards
siegesiege /si
d�/ noun an act of surrounding
an enemy town or castle with an army to
prevent supplies getting in, and so force the
people inside to come out and stop fighting
siestasiesta /si |estə/ noun a rest period in the
middle of the day, especially common in
Mediterranean countries
sievesieve /sv/ noun an object used in the
kitchen, made of a frame with a metal or
plastic net, used to pour through liquids or
substances such as flour, in order to re-
move lumps or separate some of the parts �
Put the flour through a sieve. � Boil the
peas for a few minutes and put in a sieve to
strain.
siftsift /sft/ (sifts, sifting, sifted) verb to
sieve something

sift through phrasal verb to examine
something carefully � The police sifted
through the rubble to see if they could
find traces of the bomb.

sighsigh /sa/ noun a long deep breath, show-
ing feelings such as sadness or showing
that you feel tired � She gave a deep sigh
and put the phone down. � You could hear
the sighs of relief from the audience when
the hero was saved. � verb (sighs, sighing,
sighed) to breathe with a sigh � He sighed
and wrote out another cheque.
sight

� sight /sat/ noun 1. one of the five sens-
es, being able to see � My grandfather’s
sight isn’t very good any more. 2. the fact
of being able to see something � He can’t
stand the sight of blood. � We caught sight
of an eagle up in the mountains. � She kept
waving until the car disappeared from
sight. � The fog cleared and the mountains
came into sight. � They waved until the
boat was out of sight. 3. something, espe-
cially something famous, which you ought
to see � They went off to see the sights of
Beijing. � at first sight when you see
something for the first time � At first sight
I thought he was wearing a wig.
sightedsighted /satd/ adj able to see
sightingsighting /satŋ/ noun an occasion when
you see someone or something

sightseeingsightseeing /satsi
ŋ/ noun visiting
the sights of a town as a tourist
sign

� sign /san/ noun 1. a movement of the
hand which means something � He made a
sign to us to sit down. 2. something such as
a drawing or a notice which advertises
something � The shop has a big sign out-
side it saying ‘for sale’. � A ‘no smoking’
sign hung on the wall. 3. something which
shows that something is happening or has
happened [~of/~that] � There is no sign of
the rain stopping. � We’re waiting for signs
that the economy is improving. � He should
have arrived by now, but there’s no sign of
him. 4. a printed character � the pound sign
(£) � the dollar sign ($) � the hash sign (£)
� verb (signs, signing, signed) to write
your name in a special way on a document
to show that you have written it or that you
have approved it [~for] � Who signed for the
parcel? � Sign on the dotted line, please. �
The letter is signed by the managing direc-
tor.

sign on phrasal verb 1. to start work � He
signed on and started work immediately.
2. to start drawing unemployment benefit
� She signed on after losing her job.

signal

� signal /s(n(ə)l/ noun 1. a sign or
movement which tells someone to do
something [~for] � I’ll give you a signal to
start singing. � This was the signal for the
army to advance. 2. a device used to tell
someone to do something � The signal was
at red so the train had to stop. � verb (sig-
nals, signalling, signalled) to make signs
to tell someone to do something [~that] �

The driver signalled that he was turning
right. � She signalled to me that we were
running out of time.
signatorysignatory /s(nət(ə)ri/ (plural signato-
ries) noun a person who signs a contract
signature

� signature /s(ntʃə/ noun a name
written in a special way by someone to
show that a document has been authorised
or accepted [~of] � We need the signatures
of two members. � He found a pile of
cheques on his desk waiting for his signa-
ture.
significance

� significance /s(|nfkəns/ noun 1.
meaning � What is the significance of your
logo of a ship? 2. importance � We didn’t
understand the significance of this sudden
change of temperature. � of great signifi-
cance very important � The contents of the
letter were of great significance.
significant

� significant /s(|nfkənt/ adj impor-
tant or noticeable � It is highly significant
that everyone else was asked to the meet-
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ing, but not the finance director. � There
has been a significant improvement in his
condition.
signify

� signify /s(nfa/ (signifies, signify-
ing, signified) verb 1. to mean � The letter
seems to signify that they have accepted
our terms. 2. to be important � It doesn’t
signify in the least.
signing

� signing /sanŋ/ noun 1. the action of
putting your signature on a document �

The signing of the peace treaty took place
in the Palace of Versailles. 2. a footballer
who has just moved to a new club � The
only goal was by their new signing.
sign languagesign language /san �l�ŋ(wd�/ noun
signs made with the hands and fingers,
used for communicating by people who are
not able to hear or speak very well
signpostsignpost /sanpəυst/ noun a post with
signs showing directions to places � You
should have turned right at that last sign-
post. � The signpost said it was 20 miles to
Bristol. � verb (signposts, signposting,
signposted) to put signposts along a road
to show directions � The way to the har-
bour is clearly signposted.
silence

� silence /saləns/ noun a situation
which is quiet, without any noise � I love
the silence of the countryside at night. �

The crowds waited in silence. � There was
a sudden silence as she came in.
silent

� silent /salənt/ adj not talking or mak-
ing any noise � He kept silent for the whole
meeting. � This new washing machine is
almost silent. � They showed some old si-
lent films.
silhouettesilhouette /�slu|et/ noun a black shape
of a person or thing against a light back-
ground � We could see two silhouettes in
the background, but couldn’t make out who
they were.
siliconsilicon /slkən/ noun a chemical ele-
ment which is used in the electronics in-
dustry because of its semiconductor prop-
erties
silicon chipsilicon chip /slkən tʃp/ noun a small
piece of silicon able to store data, used in a
computer
silk

� silk /slk/ noun cloth made from fibres
produced by insects � She was wearing a
beautiful silk scarf. � I bought some blue
silk to make a dress.
sillsill /sl/ noun a flat shelf below a window,
either inside or outside
silly

� silly /sli/ (sillier, silliest) adj stupid in
an annoying way � Don’t be silly – you
can’t go to the party dressed like that! �
She asked a lot of silly questions. � Of all

the silly newspaper articles that must be
the silliest.
silosilo /saləυ/ (plural silos) noun 1. a large
container for storing crops such as grain �

They are building huge grain silos near the
port. � The hay is stored in silos until it is
needed. 2. a deep hole in the ground in
which missiles are kept � The missiles
were taken out of their silos and destroyed.
siltsilt /slt/ noun soft mud which settles at
the bottom of water � The silt was several
inches deep in places.
silver

� silver /slvə/ noun 1. a precious grey
metal often used for making jewellery �
Gold is worth more than silver. � How
much is an ounce of silver worth? 2. a
shiny grey colour, like silver � adj of a
shiny grey colour, like silver � The car has
been resprayed with silver paint. � She
wore silver sandals to match her handbag.
silver medalsilver medal /�slvə med(ə)l/ noun the
prize given to someone who finishes in
second place in a race or competition
silverwaresilverware /slvə |�weə/ noun silver ob-
jects, especially things such as knives and
forks
silver weddingsilver wedding /�slvə wedŋ/ noun an
anniversary of 25 years of marriage
SIM cardSIM card /sm �kɑ
d/ noun a special type
of plastic card put into a mobile phone,
which contains the personal information
relating to the person who owns the phone,
including things such as their PIN number
or stored phone numbers
similar

� similar /smlə/ adj very much like
someone or something but not exactly the
same � The two cars are very similar in ap-
pearance. � Our situation is rather similar
to yours.
similarity

� similarity /�sm|l�rti/ (plural simi-
larities) noun being similar [~to/~between]
� He bears an astonishing similarity to the
Prince of Wales. � There is no similarity
whatsoever between the two cases. � The
two children are fair with blue eyes, but the
similarity stops there.
similarly

� similarly /smləli/ adv in a similar
way � All these infections must be treated
similarly. � He always writes a nice thank
you letter, and similarly so does his sister.
similesimile /smli/ noun a comparison of one
thing to another, using ‘like’ or ‘as’, e.g.
‘as flat as a pancake.’ Compare metaphor
simmersimmer /smə/ (simmers, simmering,
simmered) verb to cook by boiling gently
� We left the soup to simmer gently.
simmer downsimmer down phrasal verb to become
calmer after being very annoyed
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simple

� simple /smpəl/ adj 1. easy to do or
understand � The machine is very simple to
use. 2. not unusual, special or complicated
� They had a simple meal of bread and
soup. � It’s a very simple pattern of lines
and squares. (NOTE: simpler – simplest)
simplicity

� simplicity /sm |plsti/ noun the qual-
ity of being simple
simplify

� simplify /smplfa/ (simplifies, sim-
plifying, simplified) verb to make some-
thing simple
simplisticsimplistic /sm|plstk/ adj too simple,
so simple as to seem foolish
simply

� simply /smpli/ adv 1. in a simple way
� He described very simply how the acci-
dent had happened. � She always dresses
very simply. 2. only � He did it simply to
annoy everyone. � She gave a new look to
the room simply by painting one wall red.
3. used for emphasis � Your garden is sim-
ply beautiful. � It’s simply terrible – what
shall we do?
simulatesimulate /smjυlet/ (simulates, simu-
lating, simulated) verb to copy the way
something behaves, or the way something
happens
simulation

� simulation /�smjυ|leʃ(ə)n/ noun an
operation in which a computer is made to
copy a real life situation or a machine,
showing how something works or will
work in the future
simulatorsimulator /smjυletə/ noun a piece of
equipment that simulates something else
simultaneoussimultaneous /�sm(ə)l |teniəs/ adj
happening at the same time as something
else
sin

� sin /sn/ noun 1. an evil action which
goes against the rules of a religion � Greed
is one of the seven deadly sins. 2. some-
thing bad � It would be a sin to waste all
that meat. � verb (sins, sinning, sinned) to
commit a sin, to do something evil � The
priest told him he had sinned.
since

� since /sns/ prep during the period af-
ter � She’s been here since Monday. �
We’ve been working non-stop since four
o’clock – can’t we have a rest? � conj 1.
during the period after � He has had trou-
ble borrowing money ever since he was
rude to the bank manager. � Since we got
to the hotel, it has rained every day. 2. be-
cause � Since he’s ill, you can’t ask him to
help you. � Since it’s such a fine day, let’s
go for a walk. � adv during the period until
now � She phoned on Sunday and we ha-
ven’t heard from her since. � He left Eng-
land in 1990 and has lived abroad ever
since.

sincere

� sincere /sn|sə/ adj very honest and
real, not false or pretended
sincerely

� sincerely /sn |səli/ adv honestly or
really � Yours sincerely, Sincerely yours
words used as an ending to a letter ad-
dressed to a named person
sinceritysincerity /sn |serti/ noun honesty
sing

� sing /sŋ/ (sings, singing, sang, sung)
verb to make music with your voice � She
was singing as she worked. � Please sing
another song. � The birds were singing in
the garden.
singesinge /snd�/ (singes, singeing, singed)
verb to burn the outside of something
singer

� singer /sŋə/ noun a person who sings
single

� single /sŋ((ə)l/ adj 1. one alone � He
handed her a single sheet of paper. � There
wasn’t a single person I knew at the party.
� The single most important fact about him
is that he has no money. 2. for one person
only � Have you got a single room for two
nights, please? � We prefer two single beds
to a double bed. 3. not married � She’s
twenty-nine and still single. � Are there
any single men on the course?

single out phrasal verb to notice or
choose one person or thing among sever-
al

single currencysingle currency /�sŋ((ə)l k�rənsi/
noun one system of money which is shared
by several countries
single-handedsingle-handed /�sŋ((ə)l h�ndd/ adj,
adv all by yourself � a single-handed yacht
race � He sailed single-handed round the
world. � I can’t do all this work single-
handed.
single-mindedsingle-minded /�sŋ((ə)l mandd/ adj
thinking only of one thing
single parentsingle parent /�sŋ((ə)l peərənt/ noun
one parent who is bringing up a child or
children alone
singlysingly /sŋ(li/ adv one by one
singularsingular /sŋ(jυlə/ adj showing that
there is only one thing or person � ‘She’ is
a singular pronoun.
singularlysingularly /sŋ(jυləli/ adv 1. strangely
2. particularly
sinistersinister /snstə/ adj which looks evil,
which suggests that something bad will
happen
sink

� sink /sŋk/ noun a fixed container for
water in which you wash things such as
dishes in a kitchen � The sink was piled
high with dirty dishes. � He was washing
his hands at the kitchen sink. � verb (sinks,
sinking, sank, sunk) 1. to go down to the
bottom of something such as water or mud
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� The ferry sank in 30m of water. 2. to fall
suddenly [~to] � House prices have sunk to
an all-time low. � She was so upset that she
just sank into an armchair and closed her
eyes. � My heart sank when I heard the
news.

sink in phrasal verb to become fixed in
the mind

sinking feelingsinking feeling /sŋkŋ �fi
lŋ/ noun a
sudden feeling of disappointment you get
when you realise that something has gone
wrong
sinnersinner /snə/ noun someone who does
something that is morally wrong
sinussinus /sanəs/ noun an empty space in-
side the body, especially the spaces inside
your head behind the cheekbone and nose
sipsip /sp/ noun the act of drinking a small
amount � She took a sip of water, and went
on with her speech. � verb (sips, sipping,
sipped) to drink something taking only a
small amount at a time � The girl was sip-
ping her drink quietly.
siphonsiphon /saf(ə)n/ (siphons, siphoning,
siphoned), syphon (syphons) verb to re-
move liquid by using a bent tube to direct
it to another place � Petrol had been si-
phoned from the tanks of cars parked in the
car park.
sir

� sir /s#
/ noun 1. a polite way of speak-
ing to a man, e.g. a man who is a customer
in a shop (usually used by someone serving
in a shop or restaurant) � Would you like a
drink with your lunch, sir? � Please come
this way, sir. 2. the title given to a knight �

Dear Sir a polite way of beginning a letter
to a man you do not know
sirensiren /sarən/ noun a piece of equipment
which makes a loud warning signal
sister

� sister /sstə/ noun 1. a girl or woman
who has the same father and mother as
someone else � His three sisters all look
alike. � My younger sister Louise works in
a bank. � Do you have any sisters? 2. a sen-
ior female nurse in charge of a ward � The
sister told me my son was getting better.
(NOTE: The male equivalent is charge
nurse.)
sister-in-lawsister-in-law /sstər n lɔ
/ (plural sis-
ters-in-law) noun 1. the wife of your broth-
er 2. the sister of your husband or wife �
My sister-in-law is always telling us funny
stories about things my husband did when
he was a little boy.
sisterlysisterly /sstəli/ adj, adv relating to or
characteristic of a sister, especially in a
kind or caring way

sit

� sit /st/ (sits, sitting, sat) verb 1. to be
resting with your bottom on something �
Mother was sitting in bed reading. � There
were no seats left, so they had to sit on the
floor. 2. (of a bird ) to rest � The robin al-
ways comes and sits on the fence when I’m
digging.

sit back phrasal verb 1. to rest your back
against the back of a chair when sitting �
Just sit back and enjoy the film. 2. to do
nothing � He just sat back and watched
everyone else do the work.
sit down phrasal verb to sit on a seat
sit on phrasal verb 1. to be a member of a
committee � She sat on the local choral
society committee for fifteen years. 2. to
do nothing about something that should
have been dealt with � They sat on the re-
port for three months.
sit up phrasal verb 1. to sit with your back
straight � Sit up straight! 2. to move from
a lying to a sitting position � He’s too
weak to sit up. � He sat up in bed to eat
his breakfast. 3. to delay going to bed or
to go to bed later than usual � We sat up
playing cards until 2 a.m.

sitcomsitcom /stkɒm/ noun a TV comedy se-
ries which always takes place in the same
place, with the same characters, each week
(informal) (NOTE: short for situation come-
dy)
site

� site /sat/ noun 1. a place where some-
thing is or will be [~for] � a building site �
This is the site for the new factory. 2. a
place where something happened, where
something once existed � This was the site
of the Battle of Hastings in 1066.
sittersitter /stə/ noun 1. a person who looks
after children in a house, while their par-
ents are out � We won’t be able to go to the
cinema because I can’t find a sitter. 2. a
person who poses, while someone paints or
photographs him or her � The sitter was his
mother.
sitting

� sitting /stŋ/ noun a time when a
group of people eat together � Take your
seats for the second sitting.
sitting room

� sitting room /stŋ ru
m/ noun a
comfortable room in a house for sitting in
situation

� situation /�stʃu |eʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the
position which someone or something is in
because of things which have happened �
What’s your opinion of the company’s
present situation? � I wonder how she got
herself into this situation? 2. a place where
something is � The hotel is in a very pleas-
ant situation by the sea.
six

� six /sks/ noun the number 6

Intermediate.fm  Page 579  Monday, August 23, 2004  5:36 PM



sixteen 580
sixteen

� sixteen /�sks |ti
n/ noun the number
16
sixteenth

� sixteenth /sks|ti
nθ/ adj relating to
number 16 in a series � noun number 16 in
a series
sixth

� sixth /sksθ/ adj relating to number 6 in
a series � noun 1. number 6 in a series 2.
one part of six equal parts � Ten minutes is
a sixth of an hour.
sixth formsixth form /sksθ fɔ
m/ noun the final
two years in a secondary school, with stu-
dents between 16 and 18 years old
sixtiethsixtieth /skstəθ/ adj relating to number
60 in a series � noun number 60 in a series
sixty

� sixty /sksti/ noun the number 60 �
sixties the numbers between 60 and 69
size

� size /saz/ noun the measurements of
something, how big something is, or how
many there are of something � The size of
the staff has doubled in the last two years.
� Their garage is about the same size as
our house. � The school has an Olympic
size swimming pool. � He takes size ten in
shoes.

size up phrasal verb to judge someone’s
qualities � She quickly sized him up.

sizeablesizeable /sazəb(ə)l/ adj quite big
sizzlesizzle /sz(ə)l/ (sizzles, sizzling, siz-
zled) verb to make a sound like food cook-
ing in oil or fat
sizzlingsizzling /szlŋ/ adj very hot (informal)
skate

� skate /sket/ noun a boot with a blade
attached to the bottom which you wear for
sliding over ice � a pair of skates � verb
(skates, skating, skated) to move wearing
skates � She skated across the frozen lake.
skateboardskateboard /sketbɔ
d/ noun a board
with two pairs of wheels underneath,
which you stand on to move about
skating rinkskating rink /sketŋ rŋk/ noun a spe-
cial area for skating, or for playing games
such as hockey on skates
skeletalskeletal /skelt(ə)l/ adj very thin, like a
skeleton
skeleton

� skeleton /skelt(ə)n/ noun all the
bones which make up a body � They found
the skeleton of a rabbit in the garden shed.
� He demonstrated joints using the skele-
ton in the biology lab. � the skeleton in
the cupboard an embarrassing secret that a
family is trying to keep hidden
skepticalskeptical /skeptk(ə)l/ adj US spelling
of sceptical
sketch

� sketch /sketʃ/ noun a rough quick
drawing � He made a sketch of the church.
� verb (sketches, sketching, sketched) to
make a rough quick drawing of something

� She was sketching the old church. � He
sketched out his plan on the back of an en-
velope.
sketchbooksketchbook /sketʃbυk/, sketchpad
noun a book of drawing paper for sketch-
ing
sketchysketchy /sketʃi/ (sketchier, sketchiest)
adj not complete, not full
skewedskewed /skju
d/ adj unbalanced
skewerskewer /skju
ə/ noun a long thin metal
or wooden rod for putting through pieces
of meat, fish or vegetables when cooking
or grilling � She put some pieces of chicken
and onion on the skewer.
skiski /ski
/ noun (plural skis) one of two
long flat objects which are attached to your
boots for sliding over snow � We always
hire skis when we get to the ski resort. �

Someone stole my new pair of skis. � verb
(skis, skiing, skied or ski’d) to travel on
skis � The mountain rescue team had to ski
to the site of the avalanche. � We skied
down to the bottom of the slope without
falling. � She broke her arm skiing.
skidskid /skd/ (skids, skidding, skidded)
verb to slide sideways in a vehicle suddenly
because the wheels do not grip the surface
� He skidded to a halt. � If you brake too
hard on ice you’re likely to skid.
skierskier /ski
ə/ noun a person who goes ski-
ing
skiing

� skiing /ski
ŋ/ noun the sport of slid-
ing on skis
skilfulskilful /sklf(ə)l/ adj showing a lot of
skill
skilfullyskilfully /sklfυli/ adv in a skilful way �

It was difficult but he did it very skilfully.
skill

� skill /skl/ noun the ability to do some-
thing well � Portrait painting needs a lot of
skill. � This job will help you develop man-
agement skills. � He’s a craftsman of great
skill.
skilled

� skilled /skld/ adj 1. able to do some-
thing well, using a particular skill � She’s a
skilled therapist. � We need skilled pro-
grammers. 2. needing a particular skill �

nursing and other skilled professions
skillfulskillful /sklf(ə)l/ adj US spelling of skil-
ful
skimskim /skm/ (skims, skimming,
skimmed) verb 1. to remove things floating
on a liquid 2. to move quickly over the sur-
face of something
skimmed milkskimmed milk /skmd mlk/ noun milk
from which most of the fat has been re-
moved
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skimpyskimpy /skmpi/ (skimpier, skimpiest)
adj small, not big enough
skin

� skin /skn/ noun 1. the outer surface of
the body � The baby’s skin is very smooth.
2. the outer surface of a fruit or vegetable �
This orange has a very thick skin. � You
can cook these new potatoes with their
skins on.
skinheadskinhead /sknhed/ noun a young man
with very short hair or a shaved head, often
considered as behaving in an aggressive
manner
skinny

� skinny /skni/ (skinnier, skinniest)
adj too thin to be attractive � A tall skinny
guy walked in. � She has very skinny legs.
skip

� skip /skp/ (skips, skipping, skipped)
verb 1. to run along partly hopping and
partly jumping � The children skipped hap-
pily down the lane. 2. to jump over a rope
which you turn over your head � Some
girls were skipping in the playground. 3. to
miss part of something (informal) � She
skipped the middle chapters and went on to
read the end of the story. � I’m not hungry,
I’ll skip the pudding.
skipper

� skipper /skpə/ noun 1. the captain of
a ship � We reported to the skipper that
there was water in the ship’s engine room.
2. the captain of a team � He’s the youngest
skipper ever of the national rugby team.
skirmishskirmish /sk#
mʃ/ noun a minor fight
between opposite sides � There were sev-
eral skirmishes between rival fans, but no
serious fighting.
skirt

� skirt /sk#
t/ noun a piece of clothing
worn by women over the lower part of the
body from the waist down � She started
wearing jeans to work, but was told to
wear a skirt.
ski slopeski slope /ski
 sləυp/ noun a specially
prepared and marked slope for skiing down
a mountain
skulkskulk /sk�lk/ (skulks, skulking, skulked)
verb to creep about mysteriously because
you are planning something wrong
skull

� skull /sk�l/ noun the bones which are
joined together to form the head
sky

� sky /ska/ noun a space above the earth
which is blue during the day and where the
moon and stars appear at night � What
makes the sky blue? � It’s going to be a
beautiful day – there’s not a cloud in the
sky. � The wind carried the glider high up
into the sky.
skydivingskydiving /ska|�davŋ/ noun the sport
of jumping out of a plane with a parachute
skylightskylight /skalat/ noun a window in a
roof or ceiling

skylineskyline /skalan/ noun the shape of
buildings seen against the sky
skyscraperskyscraper /skaskrepə/ noun a very
tall building
slabslab /sl�b/ noun a flat square or rectangu-
lar block of stone or concrete
slackslack /sl�k/ adj 1. not pulled tight or not
fitting tightly � The wind had dropped and
the sails were slack. � The ropes are slack
– pull on them to make them tight. 2. not
busy � Business is slack at the end of the
week. � January is always a slack period
for us.
slackenslacken /sl�kən/ (slackens, slacken-
ing, slackened) verb 1. to make something
looser 2. also slacken off to become slower
or less busy � You’ve been working too
hard – you need to slacken off � Trade
slackened during January.
slagslag /sl�(/ noun the waste material left
after metal has been extracted from ore, or
after coal has been mined
slainslain /slen/ past participle of slay
slalomslalom /slɑ
ləm/ noun a type of race
where you have to zigzag fast between a
series of posts
slamslam /sl�m/ (slams, slamming,
slammed) verb 1. to bang a door shut �
When he saw me, he slammed the door in
my face. 2. to shut with a bang � The door
slammed and I was locked out. 3. to move
or hit something with great force � The car
slammed into a tree. � He slammed his fist
on the desk.
slander

� slander /slɑ
ndə/ noun an untrue spo-
ken statement which damages a person’s
reputation � to sue somebody for slander �
What she said about me is slander.
slang

� slang /sl�ŋ/ noun popular words or
phrases used by certain groups of people,
but which are not used in formal situations
� Don’t use slang in your essay. � Slang
expressions are sometimes difficult to un-
derstand.
slantslant /slɑ
nt/ noun a slope � The garden
is on a slant, which makes cutting the lawn
difficult. � verb (slants, slanting, slanted)
to slope � The path slants down the side of
the hill. � The picture seems to be slanting
to the right.
slantedslanted /slɑ
ntd/ adj 1. sloping 2. bi-
ased
slapslap /sl�p/ noun a blow given with your
hand flat � She gave him a slap in the face.
� verb (slaps, slapping, slapped) 1. to hit
someone or something with your hand flat
� She slapped his face. 2. to tap someone or
something as a friendly gesture � They all
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slapped him on the back to congratulate
him. � a slap on the wrist a small punish-
ment, a slight criticism � The department
had a slap on the wrist from the inspectors,
but nothing serious.
slapstickslapstick /sl�pstk/ noun a rough com-
edy which involves such things as knock-
ing people over and throwing water over
them
slash

� slash /sl�ʃ/ (slashes, slashing,
slashed) verb to make a long cut in some-
thing with a knife, often violently � He
slashed the painting with a kitchen knife.
slatslat /sl�t/ noun a thin flat piece of wood
slateslate /slet/ noun a thin piece of this stone
used to cover a roof � The slates were al-
ready piled up on the roof ready for fixing.
slaughterslaughter /slɔ
tə/ noun 1. the killing of
many people � the terrible slaughter of in-
nocent people in the riots 2. the killing of
animals � These lambs will be ready for
slaughter in a week or so. � verb (slaugh-
ters, slaughtering, slaughtered) 1. to kill
many people or animals at the same time �
Thousands of civilians were slaughtered by
the advancing army. 2. to kill animals for
their meat
slaughterhouseslaughterhouse /slɔ
təhaυs/ noun a
place where animals are killed for meat
(dated)
slave

� slave /slev/ noun a person who be-
longs to someone legally and works for
him or her without pay � verb (slaves,
slaving, slaved) also slave away to work
hard (informal)
slaveryslavery /slevəri/ noun 1. the state of be-
ing a slave � Girls were kidnapped and
sold into slavery. 2. the buying and selling
of slaves � In Britain, slavery was abol-
ished in the 19th century.
slayslay /sle/ (slays, slaying, slew, slain)
verb to kill someone or something (formal
or literary) (NOTE: Do not confuse with
sleigh.)
sleazesleaze /sli
z/ noun behaviour which is
disreputable
sleazysleazy /sli
zi/ (sleazier, sleaziest) adj
dirty or disreputable
sledsled /sled/ noun same as sledge
sledgesledge /sled�/ noun a small vehicle with
long pieces of wood or metal underneath,
for sliding fast over snow � Children
dragged their sledges to the top of the
snow-covered hill. � verb (sledges, sledg-
ing, sledged) to go on a sledge; to play at
sliding on the snow on a sledge � The chil-
dren were sledging down the hill.

sleeksleek /sli
k/ adj smooth and shiny � the
cat’s sleek coat � After dinner we walked
across the sleek lawns to the river.
sleep

� sleep /sli
p/ (sleeps, sleeping, slept)
verb to rest with your eyes closed not
knowing what is happening around you �

She never sleeps for more than six hours
each night. � He slept through the whole of
the TV news. � Don’t make any noise –
Daddy’s trying to sleep.

sleep around phrasal verb to have sexual
intercourse with various people
(informal)
sleep in phrasal verb to sleep later than
usual in the morning
sleep off phrasal verb to get rid of an ill-
ness by sleeping

sleepersleeper /sli
pə/ noun 1. a person who
sleeps � Electrodes are attached to sleep-
ers to record brain waves. � he’s a heavy
sleeper he always sleeps deeply 2. a car-
riage on a train where passengers sleep on
long journeys � The last two carriages of
the train were sleepers. 3. an overnight
train with sleeping cars � The Edinburgh
sleeper leaves at 11.30 p.m.
sleeping bagsleeping bag /sli
pŋ b�(/ noun a
comfortable warm bag for sleeping in, of-
ten used by campers
sleepoversleepover /sli
p |�əυvə/ noun a child’s
party involving an overnight stay at some-
body else’s house
sleepwalkingsleepwalking /sli
pwɔ
kŋ/ noun get-
ting up and walking about even though you
are still asleep
sleepy

� sleepy /sli
pi/ adj feeling ready to go
to sleep � The children had a busy day –
they were very sleepy by 8 o’clock. � The
injection will make you feel sleepy. � If you
feel sleepy, don’t try to drive the car. � Sit-
ting in front of the TV made him sleepier
and sleepier.
sleetsleet /sli
t/ noun snow mixed with rain �
The temperature fell and the rain turned to
sleet. (NOTE: + sleet v)
sleeve

� sleeve /sli
v/ noun the part of a piece
of clothing which covers your arm � The
sleeves on this shirt are too long. � He was
wearing a blue shirt with short sleeves.
sleight of handsleight of hand /�slat əv h�nd/ noun
the quick movements of a conjurer when
performing a card trick
slenderslender /slendə/ adj long and thin, or tall
and slim � slender fingers � a slender flow-
er stem � a girl with a slender figure
slept

� slept /slept/ past tense and past partici-
ple of sleep
slewslew /slu
/ past tense of slay
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slice

� slice /slas/ noun a thin piece cut off
something to eat � Can you cut some more
slices of bread? � Have a slice of chocolate
cake. � verb (slices, slicing, sliced) 1. to
cut something into thin pieces � Would you
slice some more bread? 2. to cut or move
through something easily [~through/~into]
� The blade sliced through the thick layers.
� The car sliced through the fence and
overturned.
slide

� slide /slad/ noun 1. a slippery metal or
plastic structure for children to slide down
� There are swings and a slide in the local
playground. 2. a small piece of film which
can be projected onto a screen � She
showed us the slides of her last trip. �
There will be a slide show in the village
hall. � verb (slides, sliding, slid) to move
smoothly over a slippery surface � The
drawer slides in and out easily. � The car
slid to a stop. � The children were sliding
on the ice when it broke.
slight

� slight /slat/ adj 1. not very big or no-
ticeable � There was only a slight differ-
ence between the two colours. � I’ve no-
ticed a slight improvement in the students’
results this month. 2. (of people) small and
thin � Their daughter’s a slight young girl.
� not (in) the slightest not in any way �
‘Are you worried about passing your ex-
am?’ ‘Not in the slightest!’ � She wasn’t
(in) the slightest bit nervous.
slightly

� slightly /slatli/ adv to only a small
extent � He was only slightly hurt in the
car crash. � The American bank is offering
a slightly better interest rate. � I only know
him slightly.
slim

� slim /slm/ adj (slimmer, slimmest)
with a body that is thin in an attractive way
� How do you manage to stay so slim? �
She looks slimmer in that dress. � verb
(slims, slimming, slimmed) to eat less
food, or eat only special foods, in order to
become thin � She started slimming before
her summer holidays.
slimeslime /slam/ noun a slippery substance,
which covers surfaces
slimmingslimming /slmŋ/ noun the process of
trying to lose weight, especially by eating
less
slimyslimy /slami/ adj covered with some-
thing that is unpleasant and slippery �

Watch out, the rocks are slimy. � What’s
this slimy mess at the bottom of the fridge?
slingsling /slŋ/ noun an apparatus made of
ropes and pulleys for lifting and carrying
goods � They arranged a sling to lift the pi-
ano into the upstairs flat. � verb (slings,

slinging, slung) to throw � Little boys
were slinging snowballs at passing cars. �
He slung his briefcase into the back of the
car.
slinkslink /slŋk/ (slinks, slinking, slunk) verb
to creep about in order to avoid being no-
ticed
slip

� slip /slp/ verb (slips, slipping,
slipped) 1. to push something without be-
ing seen � The postman slipped the letters
through the letter box. � He slipped the
keys into his pocket. 2. to go quickly � I’ll
just slip down to the post office with this
letter. � noun a small, often careless mis-
take � Don’t worry about that. It was just a
slip. � He made a few slips in his calcula-
tions.

slip up phrasal verb to make a silly mis-
take (informal)

slipperslipper /slpə/ noun a soft indoor shoe
slippersslippers /slpəz/ noun light comfortable
shoes worn indoors � He ran out into the
street in his dressing gown and slippers. �

They put their slippers on when they come
into the house.
slipperyslippery /slp(ə)ri/ adj so smooth that
one can easily slip and fall
slippery slopeslippery slope /slpəri sləυp/ noun a
dangerous situation that can get very bad if
it is not stopped
slip roadslip road /slp rəυd/ noun a small road
which leads to or from a motorway
slitslit /slt/ noun a long cut or narrow open-
ing � She peeped through a slit in the cur-
tains.
slitherslither /slðə/ (slithers, slithering, slith-
ered) verb 1. to slide about in various direc-
tions 2. to move over a surface like a snake
sliversliver /slvə/ noun a long thin piece
slobslob /slɒb/ noun a lazy, dirty person
slobberslobber /slɒbə/ (slobbers, slobbering,
slobbered) verb to let saliva come out of
your mouth
slogslog /slɒ(/ noun a difficult job � Building
the wall was quite a slog. � It’s a hard slog
from here to the top of the mountain. � verb
(slogs, slogging, slogged) to walk with
difficulty � They had to slog through miles
of jungle to get to the temple.
sloganslogan /sləυ(ən/ noun a phrase which is
easy to remember and is used in publicity
for a product or for a political party
slopslop /slɒp/ (slops, slopping, slopped)
verb (of liquid) to spill
slope

� slope /sləυp/ noun a surface or piece
of ground that has one end higher than the
other � The land rises in a gentle slope to
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the church. � They stopped halfway down
the slope. � verb (slopes, sloping, sloped)
to have one end higher than the other � The
road slopes down to the sea.
sloppysloppy /slɒpi/ (sloppier, sloppiest) adj
1. untidy � He’s such a sloppy eater, he’s
made a mess all over his pullover. 2. loose
and untidy � She was wearing a sloppy
jumper. 3. badly done � They said her work
was sloppy and had to be done again. 4.
stupidly sentimental � She’s a sloppy old
dog, she’s no good at guarding. � What a
sloppy film!
sloshslosh /slɒʃ/ (sloshes, sloshing,
sloshed) verb 1. to splash � We sloshed
through the mud to get to the cottage. 2. to
hit someone or something (informal) � She
suddenly sloshed him with her umbrella.
slotslot /slɒt/ noun a long thin hole � A coin
has got stuck in the slot of the parking me-
ter. � Put the system disk into the slot on the
front of your computer.
slot machineslot machine /slɒt mə |�ʃi
n/ noun 1. a
machine for gambling 2. a machine which
provides something such as drinks, food or
cigarettes when you put a coin into a slot
slouchslouch /slaυtʃ/ (slouches, slouching,
slouched) verb to stand, sit or walk in a
bad position, with bent shoulders
slow

� slow /sləυ/ adj 1. needing a long time
to do something � Luckily, the car was only
going at a slow speed. � She is the slowest
walker of the group. � The company is very
slow at answering my letters. � Sales got
off to a slow start but picked up later. 2.
showing a time which is earlier than the
right time � The office clock is four minutes
slow.

slow down� phrasal verb 1. to go more
slowly � The van had to slow down as it
came to the traffic lights. � Please slow
down, I can’t keep up with you. 2. to
make something go more slowly � The
snow slowed the traffic down on the mo-
torway.

slowdownslowdown /sləυdaυn/ noun a slowing
down of business activity
slowly

� slowly /sləυli/ adv at a slow speed �
Luckily, the car was going very slowly
when it hit the fence. � The group walked
slowly round the exhibition. � Speak more
slowly so that everyone can understand.
slow motionslow motion /�sləυ məυʃ(ə)n/ noun
showing a film at a slower speed than it
was filmed at, so that the action seems to
have slowed down
sludgesludge /sl�d�/ noun 1. soft muddy mate-
rial in a liquid � There’s some black sludge

at the bottom of the petrol tank. 2. the thick
soft part of sewage
slugslug /sl�(/ noun a small bullet (informal) �
A slug from the rifle hit the wall above my
head.
sluggishsluggish /sl�(ʃ/ adj 1. reacting slowly
2. slow-moving � a sluggish stream
sluicesluice /slu
s/ noun a gate which closes a
channel for water, especially through a
dam � They opened the sluices to release
the water behind the dam. � verb (sluices,
sluicing, sluiced) to wash something with
lots of water � You’ll have to sluice out the
pig sty. � She sluiced the dirty bucket under
the tap.
slumslum /sl�m/ noun a crowded, dirty district
inside a large town. � shanty town
slumberslumber /sl�mbə/ noun sleep (literary) �
His peaceful slumbers were rudely dis-
turbed by the telephone.
slumpslump /sl�mp/ noun 1. a rapid fall 2. a pe-
riod of economic collapse with high unem-
ployment and loss of trade � verb (slumps,
slumping, slumped) 1. to lose value fast or
reduce suddenly � The pound slumped on
the foreign exchange markets. 2. to sit or lie
down clumsily or heavily � He sat slumped
on a chair doing his homework. � At the
end of the day, she just slumped down onto
the sofa.
slungslung /sl�ŋ/ past tense and past participle
of sling
slurslur /sl#
/ noun an insult � The report cast
a slur on his integrity. � verb (slurs, slur-
ring, slurred) to speak words indistinctly �
You could tell he had been taking drugs by
the way he slurred his words.
slurpslurp /sl#
p/ (slurps, slurping, slurped)
verb to drink and make a noise
slushslush /sl�ʃ/ noun 1. melting snow � The
snow has started to melt and the roads are
covered with slush. 2. sentimental writing
(informal) � Her latest novel is just slush.
slysly /sla/ adj good at doing secret or slight-
ly dishonest things
smacksmack /sm�k/ verb (smacks, smacking,
smacked) to hit someone with your hand
flat � noun an act of hitting someone, espe-
cially a child, with your hand flat
small

� small /smɔ
l/ adj not large in size or
amount � Small cars are more economical
than large ones. � The house is too big for
us, so we’re selling it and buying a smaller
one. � She only paid a small amount for
that clock. � The guidebook isn’t small
enough to carry in your pocket. � These
trousers are already too small for him.
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small intestinesmall intestine /�smɔ
l n|testn/ noun
the top section of the intestines, leading
down from the stomach
smallpoxsmallpox /smɔ
lpɒks/ noun formerly a
very serious, usually fatal, contagious dis-
ease, with a severe rash which leaves many
small scars on the skin
small-scalesmall-scale /smɔ
l skel/ adj working
in a small way, with few staff and not much
money
small talksmall talk /smɔ
l tɔ
k/ noun informal
conversation
smart

� smart /smɑ
t/ adj 1. having a neat ap-
pearance � A smart young man asked me if
he could use my mobile phone. � He looked
very smart in his uniform. 2. intelligent � It
was smart of her to note the car’s number
plate. � verb (smarts, smarting, smarted)
to hurt with a burning feeling
smart cardsmart card /smɑ
t kɑ
d/ noun a credit
card with a microchip, used for withdraw-
ing money from cash machines or buying
things
smarten

smarten verb
smashsmash /sm�ʃ/ (smashes, smashing,
smashed) verb 1. to break into pieces � He
dropped the plate and it smashed to pieces.
2. to break something into pieces, often us-
ing force or violence � Demonstrators
smashed the windows of police cars. 3. to
do better than the previous best perform-
ance � She smashed the world record. � Six
records were smashed at the Olympics. 4.
to hit against something violently � The
train smashed into the car. � The crowd
smashed through the railings.

smash up phrasal verb to break every-
thing in a place

smashingsmashing /sm�ʃŋ/ adj very good, fan-
tastic (dated informal)
smearsmear /smə/ noun 1. a dirty mark � Wait-
er, there’s a lipstick smear on this cup! 2. a
small amount of something put on glass for
examining under a microscope 3. words
about someone which are not true but
which are meant to harm his or her reputa-
tion � The report about my wife was just a
dirty smear. � verb (smears, smearing,
smeared) 1. to spread something roughly
over a surface � She smeared glue all over
the piece of wood or she smeared the piece
of wood with glue. � How did your shirt get
smeared with paint? 2. to make dirty marks
� He smeared the kitchen table with his
dirty fingers. 3. to hurt someone’s reputa-
tion by saying things which are not true �
The report was just an attempt to smear
her.

smell

� smell /smel/ noun 1. one of the five
senses, which you can feel through your
nose � Animals have a better sense of smell
than humans. 2. something which you can
sense with your nose � I love the smell of
coffee. � There’s a smell of burning or
there’s a burning smell coming from the
kitchen. � verb (smells, smelling, smelt or
smelled) 1. to notice the smell of some-
thing � Can you smell gas? � My nose is so
blocked that I can’’t smell. 2. to make a
smell [~like/~of] � This cheese smells like
soap. � His breath smelt of garlic. � What’s
for dinner? – it smells very good! 3. to
bring your nose close to something to
smell it � She bent down to smell the flow-
ers.
smellysmelly /smeli/ (smellier, smelliest) adj
which has a nasty smell
smeltsmelt /smelt/ past tense and past partici-
ple of smell
smile

� smile /smal/ noun a way of showing
that you are pleased, by turning your
mouth up at the corners � The dentist gave
me a friendly smile. � She had a big smile
as she told them the good news. � verb
(smiles, smiling, smiled) to show that you
are pleased by turning your mouth up at the
corners [~at] � That girl has just smiled at
me. � Everyone smile please – I’m taking a
picture!
smirksmirk /sm#
k/ (smirks, smirking,
smirked) verb to give an unpleasant smile
that shows that you think you are superior
to someone else � She smirked as the other
girls all heard they’d lost their jobs.
smocksmock /smɒk/ noun a long loose overall
worn over clothes to protect them
smogsmog /smɒ(/ noun pollution of the at-
mosphere in towns, caused by warm damp
air combined with waste gases from cars
smoke

� smoke /sməυk/ noun a white, grey or
black substance produced by something
that is burning � The restaurant was full of
cigarette smoke. � Clouds of smoke were
pouring out of the upstairs windows. � Two
people died from inhaling toxic smoke. �
Smoke detectors are fitted in all the rooms.
� verb (smokes, smoking, smoked) 1. to
produce smoke � Two days after the fire,
the ruins of the factory were still smoking.
2. to breathe in smoke from something
such as a cigarette � Everyone was smok-
ing even though the signs said ‘no smok-
ing’. � She doesn’t smoke much. � You
shouldn’t smoke if you want to play foot-
ball. � I’ve never seen her smoking a cigar
before.
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smokersmoker /sməυkə/ noun a person who
smokes
smokescreensmokescreen /sməυk |�skri
n/ noun
something said or done to mislead some-
body
smoking

� smoking /sməυkŋ/ noun the action
of smoking cigarettes, cigars or a pipe �

‘no smoking’ do not smoke here � I always
sit in the ‘no smoking’ part of the restau-
rant.
smooth

� smooth /smu
ð/ adj 1. with no bumps
or rough parts � the smooth surface of a
polished table � The baby’s skin is very
smooth. � Velvet has a smooth side and a
rough side. 2. with no sudden unpleasant
movements � Dirt in the fuel tank can pre-
vent the smooth running of the engine. �

We had a very smooth ride.
smoothiesmoothie /smu
ði/ noun 1. a charming
man who is good at persuading people to
do what he wants 2. a drink made with
milk, fruit, yoghurt or ice cream
smoothlysmoothly /smu
ðli/ adv in a smooth
way
smoothnesssmoothness /smu
ðnəs/ noun the state
of being smooth � The fabric has all the
smoothness of a baby’s skin. � The smooth-
ness of the ride makes up for the high fare.
smothersmother /sm�ðə/ (smothers, smother-
ing, smothered) verb 1. to kill someone by
stopping them from breathing � They took
the kittens and smothered them. � Never
put a pillow over someone’s face – you may
smother them! 2. to cover something com-
pletely � a chocolate cake simply smoth-
ered in cream � The firemen put out the fire
by smothering it with foam. 3. to show too
much love towards someone, especially
your children
smouldersmoulder /sməυldə/ (smoulders,
smouldering, smouldered) verb 1. to burn
slowly � The incense sticks smouldered in
the entrance to the temple. 2. to feel strong
emotion but keep it hidden 3. (of emotions)
to be strong but hidden
SMSSMS noun a system for sending text mes-
sages between mobile phones
smudgesmudge /sm�d�/ noun a dirty mark �

There is a smudge on the top corner of the
photograph. � He had a black smudge on
his cheek. � verb (smudges, smudging,
smudged) to make a dirty mark, e.g. by
rubbing ink which is not dry � Don’t touch
the print with your wet hands, or you’ll
smudge it.
smugsmug /sm�(/ (smugger, smuggest) adj
pleased about something, especially your

own achievements, in a way that is annoy-
ing
smugglesmuggle /sm�((ə)l/ (smuggles, smug-
gling, smuggled) verb 1. to take goods into
a country secretly and illegally � They tried
to smuggle cigarettes into the country. �

We had to smuggle the spare parts over the
border. 2. to take something into or out of a
place secretly and dishonestly � The knives
were smuggled into the prison by a some-
one visiting a prisoner. � We’ll never know
how they smuggled the letter out. (NOTE: +
smuggling n)
snack

� snack /sn�k/ noun a light meal, or a
small amount of food eaten between meals
� We didn’t have time to stop for a proper
lunch, so we just had a snack on the motor-
way.
snagsnag /sn�(/ noun a little problem which
prevents you from doing something �

We’ve run into a snag: there are no flights
to the island on Sundays. � The only snag
is that he’s not a very good driver.
snailsnail /snel/ noun a small animal which
moves slowly along the ground, which has
a soft body and a spiral-shaped shell on its
back � at a snail’s pace extremely slowly
� Negotiations over the sale of the flat have
been progressing at a snail’s pace.
snail mailsnail mail /snel mel/ noun mail sent
using the postal system, rather than being
sent electronically as email
snake

� snake /snek/ noun a long thin animal
which has no legs and moves along the
ground by wriggling � Is this snake safe to
handle?
snap

� snap /sn�p/ noun a photograph taken
quickly (informal) � She showed me an old
black-and-white snap of the house. � He
took a lot of snaps of his children. � adj
sudden � They carried out a snap check or
a snap inspection of the passengers’ lug-
gage. � The government called a snap elec-
tion. � verb (snaps, snapping, snapped)
1. to break sharply with a dry noise � The
branch snapped as he fell against it. 2. to
move or be moved with a sudden sharp
noise [~at] � The handle snapped off. � to
snap your fingers to make a clicking noise
with your middle finger and thumb � They
sat snapping their fingers in time to the
music. � to snap out of it to stop being de-
pressed (informal) � He told her to snap out
of it.

snap up phrasal verb to buy quickly
snappysnappy /sn�pi/ (snappier, snappiest)
adj 1. sharp and fashionable (dated
informal) � She’s wearing a very snappy
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outfit. 2. irritable, short-tempered � He
tends to be snappy towards the end of the
day.
snapshotsnapshot /sn�pʃɒt/ noun a photograph
taken quickly without special equipment
snaresnare /sneə/ noun a trap � His offer of a
well-paid job in Luxembourg was just a
snare. � verb (snares, snaring, snared) to
catch with a snare � We snared three rab-
bits.
snarlsnarl /snɑ
l/ verb (snarls, snarling,
snarled) to growl angrily � The leopard
snarled as he approached its cage. � ‘Take
your money, and get out’ he snarled. �

noun an angry growl � As she opened the
door of the cage she heard a snarl.
snatchsnatch /sn�tʃ/ (snatches, snatching,
snatched) verb to grab something sudden-
ly and quickly � He came beside her on his
bike and snatched her handbag.
sneaksneak /sni
k/ verb (sneaks, sneaking,
sneaked) 1. to go or do something quietly
without being seen � She sneaked into the
room while he was asleep. � He sneaked
the book out of the library. 2. to tell an adult
that another child has done something
wrong � noun a person who tells an adult
what another child has done (informal) �
You promised not to say anything, you little
sneak!

sneak up phrasal verb to creep up behind
someone without being noticed

sneakerssneakers /sni
kəz/ plural noun US soft
sports shoes with rubber soles � She came
to work in sneakers.
sneakysneaky /sni
ki/ adj deceitful and secret
sneersneer /snə/ noun an unpleasant smile �
He held the whip in his hand and looked at
her with a sneer. � verb (sneers, sneering,
sneered) to give someone a sarcastic smile
or to speak in a contemptuous way
sneeze

� sneeze /sni
z/ noun the uncontrolled
action of blowing air suddenly out through
your mouth and nose because of an irrita-
tion inside your nose � Coughs and sneez-
es spread diseases. � verb (sneezes) to
make a sneeze � The smell of roses makes
me sneeze. � He has hayfever and can’t
stop sneezing.
snidesnide /snad/ adj unkind, often in a clever
or indirect way
sniffsniff /snf/ noun the act of breathing in air
through your nose � The dog gave a sniff at
the plate before licking it. � He gave a little
sniff and walked out of the shop. � verb
(sniffs, sniffing, sniffed) to breathe in air
through your nose � it’s not to be sniffed
at you should not refuse it (informal) � A

free ticket with Air Canada is not to be
sniffed at.
snifflesniffle /snf(ə)l/ (sniffles, sniffling, snif-
fled) verb to keep on sniffing because of a
cold, or because you want to cry � He was
sniffling and sneezing, and in the end I told
him to go home early. � Stop sniffling!
Blow your nose!
sniggersnigger /sn(ə/ (sniggers, sniggering,
sniggered) verb to laugh quietly in an un-
pleasant way � They sniggered as the
teacher came into the room.
snipsnip /snp/ (snips, snipping, snipped)
verb to cut something quickly with scissors
� She snipped two inches off the hem of the
dress.
snipersniper /snapə/ noun a hidden soldier
who shoots at the enemy (NOTE: + snipe v)
snippetsnippet /snpt/ noun a little bit of infor-
mation
snivelsnivel /snv(ə)l/ (snivels, snivelling,
snivelled) verb to cry or complain in an an-
noying way
snobsnob /snɒb/ noun 1. a person who likes
people who are of a higher social class than
himself or herself � Don’t ask him to your
party, he’s such a snob. 2. a person who
thinks he or she knows much more about
art or is better-educated than other people
� an art snob � an intellectual snob
snobberysnobbery /snɒbəri/ noun the behaviour
of a snob
snogsnog /snɒ(/ (snogs, snogging,
snogged) verb to kiss and hug someone
(slang)
snookersnooker /snu
kə/ noun a game for two
players played on a table with twenty-two
balls of different colours which you hit
with a long thin stick
snoopsnoop /snu
p/ (snoops, snooping,
snooped) verb to investigate something or
someone secretly (informal)
snoozesnooze /snu
z/ (snoozes, snoozing,
snoozed) verb to sleep lightly for a short
time (informal) � The dog was snoozing on
the rug in front of the fire. (NOTE: + snooze
n)
snoresnore /snɔ
/ noun a loud noise which
someone who is sleeping produces in his or
her nose and throat � His snores kept her
awake. � verb (snores, snoring, snored)
to make a snore � I can’t get to sleep be-
cause my husband snores.
snorkelsnorkel /snɔ
k(ə)l/ noun a tube which
allows an underwater swimmer to breathe
in air � She could still see Brian’s snorkel
on the surface of the water.
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snorkellingsnorkelling /snɔ
k(ə)lŋ/ noun swim-
ming with a snorkel (NOTE: The US spelling
is snorkeling.)
snortsnort /snɔ
t/ (snorts, snorting, snorted)
verb 1. to make a loud noise blowing air out
through the nose � The horses snorted and
pawed the ground. 2. to take a powdered
drug such as cocaine by breathing them
through the nose (NOTE: + snort n)
snotsnot /snɒt/ noun mucus in the nose (offen-
sive informal )
snottysnotty /snɒti/ adj 1. covered with mucus
(offensive informal) 2. looking down on oth-
ers who you think are inferior (informal) �

Don’t be so snotty! I know how to do it, just
as much as you do!
snoutsnout /snaυt/ noun the nose and mouth of
some animals such as pigs
snow

� snow /snəυ/ noun water which falls as
light white pieces of ice in cold weather �

Two metres of snow fell during the night. �
The highest mountains are always covered
with snow. � Children were out playing in
the snow. � We went for a skiing holiday
and there was hardly any snow. � verb
(snows, snowing, snowed) to fall as snow
� Look – it’s started to snow! � It snowed
all day, and the streets were blocked. � It
hardly ever snows here in March. (NOTE:
The verb snow is always used with the sub-
ject it.)
snowball

� snowball /snəυbɔ
l/ (snowballs,
snowballing, snowballed) verb to get
steadily bigger � The protests started slow-
ly and then snowballed into mass demon-
strations.
snowboardingsnowboarding /snəυbɔ
dŋ/ noun the
sport of sliding down a snow-covered slope
while standing on a board with both feet
snowdriftsnowdrift /snəυdrft/ noun snow which
has been blown into a heap by the wind
snowdropsnowdrop /snəυdrɒp/ noun a bulb with
little white bell-shaped flowers in the early
spring
snowfallsnowfall /snəυfɔ
l/ noun the amount of
snow which has fallen
snowflakesnowflake /snəυflek/ noun a small
piece of snow formed of a number of ice
crystals
snowmansnowman /snəυm�n/ (plural snow-
men) noun a model of a man made of snow
snowploughsnowplough /snəυplaυ/ noun a heavy
vehicle with a plough on the front used to
clear snow off roads and railway tracks
snowstormsnowstorm /snəυstɔ
m/ noun a storm
when the wind blows and snow falls

snubsnub /sn�b/ (snubs, snubbing,
snubbed) verb to insult someone by refus-
ing to speak to them or by not paying any
attention to them � He snubbed all her at-
tempts to be friendly.
snucksnuck /sn�k/ US past tense and past par-
ticiple of sneak
snuffsnuff /sn�f/ noun powdered tobacco
which is sniffed into the nose
snugsnug /sn�(/ (snugger, snuggest) adj
warm and comfortable
snugglesnuggle /sn�((ə)l/ (snuggles, snug-
gling, snuggled) verb to get yourself into a
warm and comfortable position
so

� so /səυ/ adv 1. showing how much �
It’s so cold that the lake is covered with ice.
� We liked Greece so much that we’re go-
ing there again on holiday next year. � The
soup was so salty that I couldn’t eat it. 2.
also � She was late and so was I. � The
children all caught flu, and so did their
teacher. � I like apples. – So do I. � He’s a
good cook and so is his wife. � The teacher
will be late and so will everyone else. 3.
showing that the answer is ‘yes’ � Does
this train go to London? – I think so. � Was
your car completely smashed? – I’m afraid
so. � Will you be coming to the party? – I
hope so! � Are they going to be at the meet-
ing? – I suppose so. � conj and this is the
reason why � It was snowing hard so we
couldn’t go for a walk. � She’s got flu so
she can’t come to the office. � so what
what does it matter?
soak

� soak /səυk/ (soaks, soaking, soaked)
verb 1. to put something in a liquid for a
time � Dry beans should be soaked in cold
water for 24 hours. 2. to make something
or someone very wet � I forgot my umbrel-
la and got soaked. � The rain soaked the
soil.
soakedsoaked /səυkt/ adj very wet
soakingsoaking /səυkŋ/ adj, adv very wet �
Don’t let the dog into the kitchen – he’s
soaking or he’s soaking wet.
so-and-soso-and-so /səυ ən səυ/ noun 1. an un-
pleasant person 2. also Mr/Mrs/Miss So-
and-so a person whose name is not men-
tioned � It’s the usual story – so-and-so
buys a green car, and suddenly everyone
has green cars.
soap

� soap /səυp/ noun a substance which
you wash with, made from oils and usually
with a pleasant smell � There’s no soap left
in the bathroom. � I’ve put a new bar of
soap in the kitchen. � There is a liquid soap
dispenser in the gents’ toilets.
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soap operasoap opera /səυp �ɒp(ə)rə/ noun a se-
rial story on television about the daily lives
of a set of characters
soap powdersoap powder /səυp �paυdə/ noun soap
in the form of powder, used in washing ma-
chines or dishwashers
soar

� soar /sɔ
/ (soars, soaring, soared)
verb 1. to go up very quickly � Food prices
soared during the cold weather. 2. to fly
high up into the sky � The rocket went
soaring into the night sky. (NOTE: Do not
confuse with sore.)
sob

� sob /sɒb/ verb (sobs, sobbing,
sobbed) to cry, taking short breaths like
hiccups � She lay sobbing on the bed. �
The little girl sobbed herself to sleep. �
noun a short breath like a hiccup, made by
someone who is crying � You could hear
the sobs as she lay on her bed. � He gave a
sob, and put the phone down.
sober

� sober /səυbə/ adj 1. not drunk � I
wasn’t drunk after the party – I was stone
cold sober. 2. serious, not frivolous � The
sober truth is that we can’t afford it. � It
was a very sober gathering, nobody
laughed or made a joke. 3. dark with no
bright colours � She was wearing a sober
dark grey suit.
soberingsobering /səυbərŋ/ adj which makes
you think seriously
so-called

� so-called /səυ kɔ
ld/ adj called by a
wrong name
soccersoccer /sɒkə/ noun a game played be-
tween two teams of eleven players with a
round ball which can be kicked or hit with
the head, but not carried (NOTE: The game
is called football in most countries, but is
generally called soccer in the USA to distin-
guish it from American football.)
sociablesociable /səυʃəb(ə)l/ adj friendly, lik-
ing the company of other people
social

� social /səυʃ(ə)l/ adj relating to people
as a group, or to human society in general
� an area with very serious social prob-
lems � Inequality leads to social conflict.
socialismsocialism /səυʃəlz(ə)m/ noun 1. the
ideas and beliefs of socialists, that the
means of production and distribution
should belong to the people, that people
should be cared for by the state and that all
wealth should be shared equally � His
book explains the principles of socialism.
2. a political system where the state is run
on socialist principles � Under socialism,
this factory was owned by the state. (NOTE:
+ socialist n)
sociallysocially /səυʃ(ə)li/ adv 1. in a friendly
situation � I know her from work but I’ve

never met her socially. � They get on very
well socially. 2. with respect to other peo-
ple or society � the socially unacceptable
behaviour of some football fans � These
policies are socially divisive.
social sciencesocial science /�səυʃ(ə)l saəns/ noun
the study of people and the society they
live in, including such subjects as sociolo-
gy, history and economics
social security

� social security /�səυʃ(ə)l s |

kjυərti/ noun money or help provided by
the government to people who need it
social servicessocial services /�səυʃ(ə)l s#
vsz/
plural noun government services to help
people with family problems � The chil-
dren are being looked after by social serv-
ices.
social workersocial worker /səυʃ(ə)l �w#
kə/ noun a
person who works to help people with fam-
ily or financial problems (NOTE: + social
work n)
society

� society /sə |saəti/ noun 1. a large
group of people, usually all the people liv-
ing in a country, considered as an organ-
ised community � a free and democratic
society � a member of society � Society
needs to be protected against these crimi-
nals. (NOTE: no plural) 2. a club or associa-
tion of people who have the same interests
� He belongs to the local drama society. �

building society
socio-economicsocio-economic /�səυʃiəυ i
kə |

nɒmk/ adj referring to social and eco-
nomic conditions
sociologysociology /�səυsi |ɒləd�i/ noun the study
of social systems and how people live in
society (NOTE: + sociologist n)
sock

� sock /sɒk/ noun a piece of clothing
worn on your foot inside a shoe � a pair of
socks � to pull your socks up to try to do
better (informal) � He’ll have to pull his
socks up or he’ll lose his job.
socketsocket /sɒkt/ noun 1. a set of holes into
which an electric plug can be fitted � There
is a socket on the wall that you can plug the
vacuum cleaner into. � This plug doesn’t fit
that socket. 2. a hollow part in a bone, into
which another bone fits
soddensodden /sɒd(ə)n/ adj as full of a liquid
or other substance as can be absorbed
sodiumsodium /səυdiəm/ noun a soft white
metal, which can catch fire, and is only
found combined with other substances
sofa

� sofa /səυfə/ noun a long comfortable
seat with a soft back
so farso far /səυ fɑ
/ adv until now
soft

� soft /sɒft/ adj 1. which moves easily
when pressed � There are big soft arm-
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chairs in the lobby of the hotel. � I don’t
like soft seats in a car. � Do you like soft ice
cream? 2. not loud � When she spoke, her
voice was so soft that we could hardly hear
her. � Soft music was playing in the back-
ground. 3. not bright � Soft lighting makes
a room look warm.
soft copysoft copy /�sɒft kɒpi/ noun data stored
on a computer, rather than being printed on
paper
soft drink

� soft drink /sɒft drŋk/ noun a drink
which is not alcoholic
softensoften /sɒf(ə)n/ (softens, softening,
softened) verb to make something soft, to
become soft

soften up verb to make someone weaker
before asking for something, or before
launching an attack � Can you try and
soften him up a bit before I ask to borrow
the car? � Bombing raids were made to
soften up the enemy defences.

soft-spokensoft-spoken /sɒft spəυkən/ adj having
a quiet gentle voice
soft touchsoft touch /�sɒft t�tʃ/ noun a person
who can be easily persuaded to do some-
thing for you
software

� software /sɒftweə/ noun computer
programs which are put into a computer to
make it work, as opposed to the computer
itself � What word-processing software do
you use? Compare hardware (NOTE: no plu-
ral)
soggysoggy /sɒ(i/ (soggier, soggiest) adj wet
and soft to an unpleasant degree
soil

� soil /sɔl/ noun the earth in which
plants grow � Put some soil in the plant pot
and then sow your flower seeds. � This
soil’s too poor for growing fruit trees. �
The farm has fields of rich black soil.
soiledsoiled /sɔld/ adj spoiled by dirt or other
unpleasant substances � The sheets on the
bed were soiled.
solacesolace /sɒləs/ noun comfort
solarsolar /səυlə/ adj relating to the sun (NOTE:
The similar word relating to the moon is lu-
nar and to the stars is stellar.)
solar energysolar energy /səυlə �enəd�i/, solar
power /səυlə �paυə/ noun electricity pro-
duced from the radiation of the sun
solar panelsolar panel /�səυlə p�n(ə)l/ noun a
group of special electric cells used to turn
the sun’s energy into electricity
soldsold /səυld/ past tense and past participle
of sell
soldier

� soldier /səυld�ə/ noun a member of
an army � Here’s a photograph of my fa-
ther as a soldier. � We were just in time to

see the soldiers march past. � Enemy sol-
diers blew up the bridge. � The children
are playing with their toy soldiers.

soldier on phrasal verb to continue doing
something, in spite of difficulties � Even
though sales are down, we must soldier
on. � She’s soldiering on with her prepa-
rations for the exam.

sold outsold out /�səυld aυt/ adj no longer in
stock, because all the stock has been sold
sole

� sole /səυl/ adj only; belonging to one
person � Their sole aim is to make money.
� She was the sole survivor from the crash.
� I have sole responsibility for what goes
on in this office. � noun 1. the underneath
side of your foot � He tickled the soles of
her feet. 2. the main underneath part of a
shoe, but not the heel � These shoes need
mending – I’ve got holes in both soles.
solelysolely /səυlli/ adv 1. only � The machine
was designed solely for that purpose. 2.
without other people being involved � He
was solely to blame for what happened.
solemnsolemn /sɒləm/ adj 1. serious and for-
mal � The doctor looked very solemn and
shook his head. � At the most solemn mo-
ment of the ceremony someone’s mobile
phone rang. 2. which should be treated as
very serious � He made a solemn promise
never to smoke again.
solicitsolicit /sə|lst/ (solicits, soliciting, so-
licited) verb 1. to ask someone for some-
thing such as business or financial support
(formal ) 2. to offer sex to people � Prosti-
tutes were openly soliciting outside the sta-
tion.
solicitor

� solicitor /sə |lstə/ noun a lawyer who
gives advice to members of the public and
acts for them in legal matters
solid

� solid /sɒld/ adj 1. hard and not liquid
� a solid lump of fat � She is allowed some
solid food. 2. firm or strong � Is the table
solid enough to stand on? � His wealth is
built on a solid base of property and
shares. 3. not hollow � Cricket is played
with a solid ball. 4. made only of one ma-
terial � The box is made of solid silver. �
noun a hard substance which is not liquid �
Many solids melt when heated and become
liquids.
solidaritysolidarity /�sɒl |d�rti/ noun a general
common interest with other people
solidifysolidify /sə |ldfa/ (solidifies, solidify-
ing, solidified) verb to become solid
solitarysolitary /sɒlt(ə)ri/ adj 1. one only � It
was late November, and a solitary tourist
was sitting in the waterfront café. � I don’t
remember one solitary occasion when he
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helped with the washing up. 2. being alone
� My sister lives a solitary life in the coun-
try.
solitary confinementsolitary confinement /�sɒlt(ə)ri kən |

fanmənt/ noun being kept alone in a cell,
without being able to see or speak to other
prisoners
solitudesolitude /sɒltju
d/ noun the state of be-
ing alone
solosolo /səυləυ/ noun (plural solos or soli) a
piece of music played or sung by one per-
son alone � She played a violin solo. � adj
done by one person alone � a piece for solo
trumpet � Our daughter gave a solo per-
formance at the school concert. � He
crashed on his first solo flight.
soloistsoloist /səυləυst/ noun a musician who
plays a solo
solublesoluble /sɒljυb(ə)l/ adj 1. which can be
dissolved � a tablet of soluble aspirin �

The pill is soluble in water. 2. which can be
solved � The problem is simply not soluble.
� The difficulties are soluble, given a little
money.
solution

� solution /sə |lu
ʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the ac-
tion of solving a problem [~to] � Finding a
solution to this problem is taking longer
than expected. 2. a mixture of a solid sub-
stance dissolved in a liquid � Bathe your
eye in a weak salt solution.
solve

� solve /sɒlv/ (solves, solving, solved)
verb to find an answer to a problem or
question � The loan will solve some of his
financial problems. � He tried to solve the
riddle.
solventsolvent /sɒlv(ə)nt/ noun a liquid in
which a solid substance can be dissolved
sombresombre /sɒmbə/ adj dark and gloomy
(NOTE: The US spelling is somber.)
some

� some /səm, s�m/ adj, pron 1. a certain
number of � Some young drivers drive
much too fast. � Some books were dam-
aged in the fire. � Some days it was so hot
that we just stayed by the swimming pool
all day. � Can you cut some more slices of
bread? � She bought some oranges and ba-
nanas. � We’ve just picked some strawber-
ries. � some of a few � Some of the stu-
dents are ill. � Some of these apples are too
green. 2. a certain amount of � Can you buy
some bread when you go to town? � Can I
have some more coffee? � Her illness is of
some concern to her family. 3. used for re-
ferring to a person or thing you cannot
identify (followed by a singular noun) �

Some man just knocked on the door and
tried to sell me a magazine. � I read it in
some book I borrowed from the library. �

We saw it in some shop or other in Regent
Street. 4. relating to a period of time or a
distance � Don’t wait for me, I may be
some time. � Their house is some way away
from the railway station.
somebodysomebody /s�mbədi/ pron 1. same as
someone 2. someone who is considered to
be important
some daysome day /s�m de/ adv at a time in the
future that is not specified � Some day I’ll
get round to cleaning out the garage.
somehow

� somehow /s�mhaυ/ adv by some
means that are not yet known � Somehow
we must get back home by 6 o’clock.
someone

� someone /s�mw�n/ pron a person
who is not identified or referred to in par-
ticular way � Can someone answer the
phone? � I know someone who can fix your
car. � I need someone tall who can reach
the top shelf for me. � someone else an ex-
tra person, or a different person � I’ve got
four volunteers already, but I still need
someone else. � If Jo is ill, could someone
else help you?
someplacesomeplace /s�mples/ adv US some-
where (informal )
somersaultsomersault /s�məsɔ
lt/ noun a move-
ment in which you roll over, head first � He
did a couple of somersaults on the mat.
(NOTE: + somersault v)
something

� something /s�mθŋ/ pron 1. a thing
which is not identified or referred to in par-
ticular � There’s something soft at the bot-
tom of the bag. � Something’s gone wrong
with the TV. � Can I have something to
drink, please? � There’s something about
her that I don’t like. 2. an important thing �
Come in and sit down, I’ve got something
to tell you.
sometimesometime /s�mtam/ adv at a time
which is not specified � The accident hap-
pened sometime after midnight. � Let’s
meet sometime next week.
sometimes

� sometimes /s�mtamz/ adv on
some occasions but not on others � Some-
times the car starts easily, and sometimes it
won’t start at all. � She sometimes comes
to see us when she’s in town on business.
somewhat

� somewhat /s�mwɒt/ adv to a fairly
great degree (formal )
somewhere

� somewhere /s�mweə/ adv in or at a
place which is not identified � I left my um-
brella somewhere when I was in London. �
Let’s go somewhere else, this pub is full. �
His parents live somewhere in Germany.
son

� son /s�n/ noun a male child of a father
or mother � He’s the son of the famous run-
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ner. � They have a large family – two sons
and four daughters.
sonatasonata /sə|nɑ
tə/ noun a piece of music
in three or four movements for one or more
instruments, accompanied by an orchestra,
piano, harpsichord, etc.
song

� song /sɒŋ/ noun a set of words which
are sung, usually to music � She was sing-
ing a song in the bath. � The group’s latest
song has just come out on CD. � The sol-
diers marched along, singing a song.
songwritersongwriter /sɒŋratə/ noun a person
who writes popular songs
sonicsonic /sɒnk/ adj referring to sound that
can be heard by the human ear
son-in-lawson-in-law /s�n n lɔ
/ (plural sons-in-
law) noun the husband of a daughter
sonnetsonnet /sɒnt/ noun a poem with four-
teen lines and one of several rhyming pat-
terns
soon

� soon /su
n/ adv in a short time from
now � Don’t worry, we’ll soon be in Ox-
ford. � It will soon be time to go to bed. �
The fire started soon after 11 o’clock.
sooner

� sooner /su
nə/ adv earlier � Can’t we
meet any sooner than that?
sootsoot /sυt/ noun a black deposit of carbon
which rises in the smoke produced by
burning coal, wood and oil and which col-
lects on the inside surfaces of chimneys
soothesoothe /su
ð/ (soothes, soothing,
soothed) verb to make something less
painful or to calm
sophisticated

� sophisticated /sə|fstketd/ adj 1.
knowing a lot about the way people be-
have, and what is stylish or fashionable �
They think smoking makes them look so-
phisticated. 2. cleverly designed and com-
plicated � His office is full of the latest and
most sophisticated computer equipment.
soppingsopping /sɒpŋ/ adj very wet
sopranosoprano /sə|prɑ
nəυ/ adj relating to a
high-pitched woman’s singing voice � She
sings soprano in the local choir. � noun a
woman with a high-pitched singing voice �
The sopranos are too feeble – I can hardly
hear them.
sorcerysorcery /sɔ
səri/ noun (in fairy tales)
wicked magic
sordidsordid /sɔ
dd/ adj unpleasant or dirty
sore

� sore /sɔ
/ (sorer, sorest) adj rough and
swollen or painful � He can’t play tennis
because he has a sore elbow. (NOTE: Do not
confuse with soar.)
sorelysorely /sɔ
li/ adv very much (formal)
sorrowsorrow /sɒrəυ/ noun sadness

sorry

� sorry /sɒri/ adj feeling unhappy,
ashamed or disappointed about something
� interj used to excuse yourself � Sorry! I
didn’t see that table had been reserved. �
Can I have another mint, please? – sorry, I
haven’t any left. � to feel sorry for some-
one to be sympathetic about someone’s
problems � We all feel sorry for her – her
family is always criticising her. � to feel
sorry for yourself to be miserable � He’s
feeling very sorry for himself – he’s just
been made redundant.
sort

� sort /sɔ
t/ noun a type � There were all
sorts of people at the meeting. � I had an
unpleasant sort of day at the office. � What
sorts of ice cream have you got? � Do you
like this sort of TV show? � verb (sorts,
sorting, sorted) to arrange in order or
groups � The apples are sorted according
to size before being packed. � The votes are
sorted then counted.

sort out� phrasal verb 1. to settle a prob-
lem � Did you sort out the hotel bill? 2.
to put things in order or in groups � I
must sort out the papers in this drawer. �
Until they’re sorted out, we shan’t know
which are our files and which are theirs.
3. to collect or select things of a particu-
lar kind from a mixed group of things �
Sort out all the blue folders and bring
them to me, please.

so-soso-so /�səυ səυ/ adj, adv not very good
or not very well � How are you today? –
only so-so. � The results of the test were
only so-so.
soufflésoufflé /su
fle/ noun 1. a light cooked
dish, made from eggs beaten up with a sa-
voury flavouring, eaten hot � a cheese
soufflé 2. a cold dessert made from beaten
eggs, whipped cream and gelatine � a lem-
on soufflé
sought

� sought /sɔ
t/ past tense and past parti-
ciple of seek
sought-aftersought-after /sɔ
t �ɑ
ftə/ adj wanted
by many people
soul

� soul /səυl/ noun the spirit in a person,
which is believed by some people to go on
existing after the person dies � Do you be-
lieve your soul lives on when your body
dies? � From the depths of his soul he
longed to be free. (NOTE: Do not confuse
with sole.)
soul-searchingsoul-searching /səυl �s#
tʃŋ/ noun an
examination of your own motives or con-
science
sound

� sound /saυnd/ noun a noise, some-
thing which you can hear � Sounds of mu-
sic came from the street. � I thought I heard
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the sound of guns. � Please can you turn
down the sound on the TV when I’m on the
phone? � She crept out of her bedroom and
we didn’t hear a sound. � verb (sounds,
sounding, sounded) 1. to make a noise, or
to cause something to make a noise [~like]
� The noise sounds like wind blowing in
the trees. � They sounded the alarm after
two prisoners escaped. 2. to seem � It
sounds as if he’s made an unfortunate
choice. � The book sounds interesting ac-
cording to what I’ve heard. � adv deeply �
The children were sound asleep when the
police came.

sound off phrasal verb to start talking
loudly about something (informal)
sound out� phrasal verb to ask some-
one’s opinion about something � I’ll
sound out the other members of the com-
mittee to see what they think.

soundbitesoundbite /saυndbat/ noun a short
phrase, usually spoken by a politician, es-
pecially made so as to be broadcast on ra-
dio or TV
sound cardsound card /�saυnd kɑ
d/ noun a cir-
cuit board that allows a computer to pro-
duce sound
sound effectssound effects /saυnd |�fekts/ plural
noun the artificial sounds used to give an
impression of the real thing � All the sound
effects for the film were produced electron-
ically.
soundlysoundly /saυndli/ adv deeply or thor-
oughly
soundtracksoundtrack /saυndtr�k/ noun the
track of a film on which the sound is re-
corded
soup

� soup /su
p/ noun a liquid food which
you eat hot from a bowl at the beginning of
a meal, usually made from meat, fish or
vegetables � We have onion soup or mush-
room soup today. � Does anyone want
soup? � A bowl of hot soup is always wel-
come on a cold day. � If you’re hungry,
open a tin of soup.
soup kitchensoup kitchen /su
p ktʃən/ noun a
place that serves free hot meals to people
who have no money to buy food
soursour /saυə/ adj with a sharp bitter taste �
If the cooked fruit is too sour, you can add
some sugar. � Nobody likes sour milk.
source

� source /sɔ
s/ noun a place where
something comes from [~of] � I think the
source of the infection is in one of your
teeth. � The source of the river is in the
mountains. � You must declare income
from all sources to the tax office.

sournesssourness /saυənəs/ noun the state of
being sour
south

� south /saυθ/ noun the direction facing
towards the sun at midday � Look south
from the mountain, and you will see the city
in the distance. � The city is to the south of
the river. � The wind is blowing from the
south. � adj relating to the south � The
south coast is popular for holidaymakers.
� Cross to the south side of the river. � adv
towards the south � Many birds fly south
for the winter. � The river flows south into
the Mediterranean.
southboundsouthbound /saυθbaυnd/ adj travel-
ling towards the south
south-east

� south-east /�saυθ i
st/ adj, adv, noun
the direction between south and east �

South-East Asia is an important trading
area. � The river runs south-east from
here. � House prices are higher in the
south-east than anywhere else in England.
southerlysoutherly /s�ðəli/ adj 1. towards the
south 2. (of a wind) blowing from the south
southern

� southern /s�ð(ə)n/ adj from, of or in
the south � The southern part of the coun-
try is warmer than the north.
southernersoutherner /s�ð(ə)nə/ noun a person
who lives in or comes from the south of a
country or region
southern hemispheresouthern hemisphere noun the part of
the earth below the equator
southernmostsouthernmost /s�ð(ə)nməυst/ adj
furthest to the south
South PoleSouth Pole /saυθ pəυl/ noun the fur-
thest point south on the earth
southwardsouthward /saυθwəd/ adj towards the
south
southwardssouthwards /saυθwədz/ adv towards
the south
south-west

� south-west /�saυθ west/ adj, adv,
noun the direction between south and west
souvenirsouvenir /�su
və |nə/ noun a thing
bought to remind you of the place where
you bought it
sovereignsovereign /sɒvrn/ noun a king or
queen � The sovereign is not supposed to
become involved in party politics.
sovereignty

� sovereignty /sɒvrnti/ (plural sover-
eignties) noun the total power of a govern-
ment
SovietSoviet /səυviət/ adj of the former Soviet
Union its people, culture, or political sys-
tem
sowsow /səυ/ (sows, sowing, sowed, sown
or sowed) verb to put seeds into soil so that
they become plants � Peas and beans
should be sown in April. � Sow the seed
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thinly in fine soil. (NOTE: Do not confuse
with sew.)
soya beansoya bean /sɔə bi
n/ noun a bean from
a plant used for food and oil
spaspa /spɑ
/ noun 1. a place where mineral
water comes out of the ground naturally
and where people go to drink or bathe be-
cause of its medicinal properties � He
spends two weeks every summer at a
French spa. 2. an exercise and health centre
in a hotel
space

� space /spes/ noun 1. an empty place
between other things � There’s a space to
park your car over there. � Write your
name and reference number in the space at
the top of the paper. 2. an area which is
available for something [~for] � Is there
space in your car for another passenger? �
His desk takes up too much space. 3. also
outer space the area beyond the earth’s at-
mosphere � the knowledge of the universe
gained from exploring outer space � space
vehicles � This is a photograph of the earth
taken from space.
space probespace probe /spes prəυb/ noun a
spacecraft sent into space for scientific
purposes
space shuttlespace shuttle /spes �ʃ�t(ə)l/ noun a
type of plane which is launched by a rock-
et, flies in space and then returns eventual-
ly to earth so that it can be used for another
trip
space stationspace station /spes �steʃ(ə)n/ noun a
satellite which orbits the earth in which
people can live and carry out scientific ex-
periments
spaciousspacious /speʃəs/ adj very large, with
plenty of space
spade

� spade /sped/ noun 1. a tool with a
wide square blade at the end of a long han-
dle, used for digging or moving something
such as soil or sand 2. a similar small plas-
tic tool, used by children � The children
took their buckets and spades to the beach.
spaghettispaghetti /spə|(eti/ noun long thin
strips of pasta, cooked and eaten with a
sauce
spamspam /sp�m/ noun unwanted commer-
cial e-mails
spanspan /sp�n/ noun the width of wings or
of an arch � Each section of the bridge has
a span of fifty feet. � verb (spans, span-
ning, spanned) to stretch across space or
time � Her career spanned thirty years. �

A stone bridge spans the river.
spanielspaniel /sp�njəl/ noun a type of dog
with large ears that droop down

spankspank /sp�ŋk/ (spanks, spanking,
spanked) verb to hit a child’s bottom as a
punishment
spannerspanner /sp�nə/ noun a metal tool with
an opening which fits round a nut and
which can be twisted to undo the nut or
tighten it
sparspar /spɑ
/ (spars, sparring, sparred)
verb to practise boxing with someone � He
sparred every morning before the fight.
spare

� spare /speə/ adj available but not being
used � I always take a spare pair of shoes
when I travel. � plural noun spares spare
parts or pieces used to mend broken parts
of a car or other machine � We can’t get
spares for that make of washing machine. �
It’s difficult to get spares for the car be-
cause they don’t make this model any more.
� verb (spares, sparing, spared) to give
something or to do without something �
Can you spare your assistant to help me for
a day? � Can you spare about five minutes
to talk about the problem? � If you have a
moment to spare, can you clean the car?
sparkspark /spɑ
k/ noun a little flash of fire or
of light � Sparks flew as the train went over
the junction. � verb (sparks, sparking,
sparked) 1. to send out sparks or to make
electric sparks 2. to make something start
suddenly � The proposed closure of the
station sparked anger among travellers. �

The shooting of the teenager sparked off a
riot.

spark off phrasal verb same as spark verb
2

sparklesparkle /spɑ
k(ə)l/ (sparkles, spar-
kling, sparkled) verb to shine brightly �

Her jewels sparkled in the light of the can-
dles. � His eyes sparkled when he heard the
salary offered.
sparklingsparkling /spɑ
klŋ/ adj 1. shining with
little lights � a necklace of sparkling dia-
monds 2. which has bubbles in it, which is
fizzy � a bottle of sparkling water
spark plugspark plug /spɑ
k pl�(/ noun a part of
an engine which produces sparks that ig-
nite the fuel
sparrowsparrow /sp�rəυ/ noun a very common
small brown and grey bird
sparsesparse /spɑ
s/ (sparser, sparsest) adj
not thick or not in large quantities (NOTE: +
sparsely adv)
spartanspartan /spɑ
t(ə)n/ adj harsh or hard
spasmspasm /sp�z(ə)m/ noun a sudden, usu-
ally painful, involuntary contraction of a
muscle, such as when you have cramp
spatspat /sp�t/ past tense and past participle
of spit
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spatespate /spet/ noun a sudden rush of
something � We had a spate of inquiries af-
ter our ad in ‘the Times’.
spatialspatial /speʃ(ə)l/ adj referring to space
spatterspatter /sp�tə/ (spatters, spattering,
spattered) verb to splash with little spots
of liquid
spawnspawn /spɔ
n/ noun a mass of eggs of a
fish or a frog � The children could see the
frog spawn floating on the surface of the
pond. � verb (spawns, spawning,
spawned) 1. (of fish) to produce a mass of
eggs � Salmon swim up the river to spawn.
2. to produce a mass of things � The meet-
ings of the committee spawned a huge
amount of documents.
speak

� speak /spi
k/ (speaks, speaking,
spoke or spake, spoken) verb 1. to say
words [~to/~with/~about] � She spoke to me
just before the meeting. � I’ve been speak-
ing with my colleagues about the problem.
� The manager wants to speak to you about
sales in Africa. � He walked past me with-
out speaking. 2. to be able to say things in
a particular language � We need someone
who can speak Russian. � He speaks Eng-
lish with an American accent. � You will
have to brush up your Japanese as my
mother speaks hardly any English. � to
speak your mind to say exactly what you
think � speak for yourself that’s what you
think, I don’t agree � We both think the de-
cision is crazy. – Speak for yourself!

speak out phrasal verb to make your
opinions or feelings known strongly
speak up phrasal verb 1. to speak louder;
to say what you have to say in a louder
voice � Can you speak up please – we
can’t hear you at the back! 2. to make
your opinions known strongly � He’s not
afraid to speak up when he thinks some-
one’s been unfairly treated.
speak up for verb to show your support
for � He was the only person who spoke
up for me at the inquiry.

speaker

� speaker /spi
kə/ noun 1. a person
who speaks � We need an English speaker
to help with the tour. 2. a loudspeaker �

One of the speakers doesn’t work.
spearspear /spə/ noun a long pointed throw-
ing stick, formerly used as a weapon �

They kill fish with spears. � verb to push
something sharp into something to catch it
� Spearing fish is not easy. � She managed
to spear a sausage on the barbecue with
her fork.
spearheadspearhead /spəhed/ (spearheads,
spearheading, spearheaded) verb to be in

the front of an attacking force � The minis-
ter has spearheaded the attack on the
newspapers.
special

� special /speʃ(ə)l/ adj having a partic-
ular importance or use � a report from our
special correspondent in Hong Kong �
This is a very special day for us – it’s our
twenty-fifth wedding anniversary. � He has
a special pair of scissors for cutting metal.
special effectsspecial effects /�speʃ(ə)l  |fekts/ plural
noun the impression of something like a
fire, a snowstorm or an earthquake, made
artificially in a film or play � The special
effects in the film were created by comput-
ers.
specialise

� specialise /speʃəlaz/ (specialises,
specialising, specialised), specialize verb
1. to study one particular subject � At uni-
versity, she specialised in marine biology.
2. to produce one thing in particular � The
company specialises in electronic compo-
nents.
specialist

� specialist /speʃəlst/ noun 1. a per-
son who knows a lot about something �
You should go to a tax specialist for advice.
2. a doctor who specialises in a certain
branch of medicine � He was referred to a
heart specialist.
specialityspeciality /�speʃi |�ləti/ noun 1. a thing
you are very good at doing � The speciality
of the restaurant is its fish soup. � Finding
the right partners for people is my special-
ity. 2. a particular interest, knowledge or
study � The company’s speciality is com-
puter programmes for schools. � His speci-
ality is the history of Wales in the 15th cen-
tury. (NOTE: [all senses] The US term is spe-
cialty.)
specially

� specially /speʃ(ə)li/ adv in particular
or more than usual
special needsspecial needs /�speʃ(ə)l ni
dz/ plural
noun the needs of a person with mental or
physical disabilities, which are different
from the needs of most people
specialtyspecialty /speʃ(ə)lti/ noun US same as
speciality
species

� species /spi
ʃi
z/ noun a group of liv-
ing things such as animals or plants which
can breed with each other � Several species
of butterfly are likely to become extinct.
specific

� specific /spə|sfk/ adj relating to
something in particular � Can you be more
specific about what you’re trying to
achieve? � I gave specific instructions that
I was not to be disturbed. � Is the money in-
tended for a specific purpose?
specifically

� specifically /spə|sfkli/ adv particu-
larly � I specifically said I didn’t want a
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blue door. � The advertisement is specifi-
cally aimed at people over 50.
specificationspecification /�spesf |keʃ(ə)n/ noun
detailed information about what is needed
specificsspecifics /spə |sfks/ plural noun the
particular details of something � The min-
ister outlined the plan but refused to go
into specifics.
specify

� specify /spes|�fa/ (specifies, speci-
fying, specified) verb to give clear details
of what is needed
specimenspecimen /spesmn/ noun a sample of
something taken as standard
speckspeck /spek/ noun a tiny spot of colour
specs

� specs /speks/ plural noun same as
spectacles (informal) � I can’t see any-
thing without my specs!
spectacle

� spectacle /spektək(ə)l/ noun some-
thing very impressive to look at � The fire-
work display is a spectacle not to be
missed. � For sheer spectacle you can’t
beat a military parade.
spectaclesspectacles /spektək(ə)lz/ plural noun
glass lenses worn in front of your eyes to
correct vision � I can’t remember where I
put my spectacles. � He’s worn spectacles
since he was a child.
spectacularspectacular /spek |t�kjυlə/ adj very
impressive to see or watch � The display
was even more spectacular than last year.
� She was very ill, but has made a spectac-
ular recovery. � noun an impressive show �
a firework spectacular on November 5th �
A musical spectacular featuring over a
hundred singers and dancers.
spectator

� spectator /spek|tetə/ noun a person
who watches an event like a football match
or a horse show
spectrespectre /spektə/ noun 1. a ghost (liter-
ary) 2. an image of something which may
cause problems in the future � The spectre
of mass unemployment loomed over the
country.
spectrum

� spectrum /spektrəm/ noun 1. a
range of colours from red to violet as seen
in a rainbow 2. a range of something � The
bank tries to offer a wide spectrum of serv-
ices.
speculatespeculate /spekjυlet/ (speculates,
speculating, speculated) verb 1. to make
guesses about something (NOTE: + specula-
tor n) 2. to take a risk in business which
you hope will bring profit
speculation

� speculation /�spekjυ |leʃ(ə)n/ noun
1. trying to guess what will happen
[~about] � There’s been a lot of speculation
in the press about who might get the job. 2.

a risky deal which may produce a short-
term profit
speculativespeculative /spekjυlətv/ adj made by
guessing
spedsped /sped/ past tense and past participle
of speed
speech

� speech /spi
tʃ/ noun 1. a formal talk
given to an audience � She made some
notes before giving her speech. � He
wound up his speech with a story about his
father. � Who will be making the speech at
the prize giving? 2. the ability to say
words, or the act of saying words � His
speech has been affected by brain damage.
� Some of these expressions are only used
in speech, not in writing.
speech-impairedspeech-impaired /spi
tʃ m|peəd/ adj
not able to speak
speechlessspeechless /spi
tʃləs/ adj very angry
or surprised
speed

� speed /spi
d/ noun the rate at which
something moves or is done [~of] � The
train travels at speeds of over 200 km per
hour. � The coach was travelling at a high
speed when it crashed. � The speed with
which they repaired the gas leak was in-
credible. � verb (speeds, speeding, sped
or speeded) to move quickly � The ball
sped across the ice.

speed up phrasal verb 1. to go faster �

She speeded up because she was late. 2.
to make something happen faster � Can’t
we speed up production? � We are aim-
ing to speed up our delivery times.

speedboatspeedboat /spi
dbəυt/ noun a small
fast motorboat
speedingspeeding /spi
dŋ/ noun the offence of
driving a vehicle faster than the speed limit
speed limitspeed limit /spi
d �lmt/ noun the fast-
est speed at which vehicles are allowed to
go legally
speedometerspeedometer /sp |dɒmtə/ noun an in-
strument which shows how fast a vehicle is
travelling
speedyspeedy /spi
di/ (speedier, speediest)
adj very fast
spell

� spell /spel/ verb (spells, spelling,
spelt or spelled) to write or say correctly
the letters that make a word � W-O-R-R-Y
spells ‘worry’ � How do you spell your
surname? � We spelt his name wrong on
the envelope. � noun words which are in-
tended to have a magic effect when they
are spoken � The wicked witch cast a spell
on the princess.

spell out phrasal verb to explain very
clearly � Let me spell out the conse-
quences of this course of action.
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spellbindingspellbinding /spelbandŋ/ adj refer-
ring to something which is so interesting it
holds your attention completely
spellboundspellbound /spelbaυnd/ adj so interest-
ed in something that it holds your attention
completely
spellcheckerspellchecker /speltʃekə/ noun a com-
puter program which checks the spelling of
text and suggests corrections
spelling

� spelling /spelŋ/ noun the correct
way in which words are spelt
spelt

� spelt /spelt/ past tense and past partici-
ple of spell
spend

� spend /spend/ (spends, spending,
spent) verb 1. to pay money � I went shop-
ping and spent a fortune. � Why do we
spend so much money on food? 2. to use
time doing something � He wants to spend
more time with his family. � She spent
months arguing with the income tax peo-
ple. � Don’t spend too long on your home-
work. � Why don’t you come and spend the
weekend with us?
spendingspending /spendŋ/ noun money spent
spending moneyspending money /spendŋ �m�ni/
noun money for ordinary personal expens-
es
spendthriftspendthrift /spendθrft/ noun a person
who spends money fast
spentspent /spent/ adj used
spermsperm /sp#
m/ noun a male sex cell
which fertilises female eggs � Out of mil-
lions of sperm only one will fertilise an
egg.
spewspew /spju
/ (spews, spewing, spewed)
verb to pour out � Gallons of toxic waste
spewed into the river. � He spewed out a
stream of racial abuse.
SPFSPF noun the amount of protection from
the sun a sun cream or other sunscreen will
give to your skin. Full form sun protection
factor
spheresphere /sfə/ noun an object which is per-
fectly round like a ball � The earth is not
quite a perfect sphere.
sphericalspherical /sferk(ə)l/ adj shaped like a
sphere, perfectly round
sphinxsphinx /sfŋks/ noun in ancient Egyptian
and Greek mythology, a creature with a li-
on’s body and the head of a man
spicespice /spas/ noun a substance made from
the roots, flowers, seeds or leaves of plants,
which is used to flavour food � Add a blend
of your favourite spices. � You need lots of
different spices for Indian cookery.
spick-and-spanspick-and-span /�spk ən sp�n/ adj
very neat and clean

spicyspicy /spasi/ (spicier, spiciest) adj 1.
with a lot of spices � He loves spicy Indian
food. � Mexican cooking is hot and spicy.
2. including something which excites sex-
ual interest (informal) � The paper pub-
lished a spicy story about the MP and two
girls.
spider

� spider /spadə/ noun a small animal
with eight legs which makes a web and eats
insects
spikespike /spak/ noun a piece of metal or
wood wit ha sharp point � The wall was
topped with a row of metal spikes.
spill

� spill /spl/ verb (spills, spilling, spilt or
spilled) to pour a liquid or a powder out of
a container by mistake � That glass is too
full – you’ll spill it. � He spilt soup down
the front of his shirt. � She dropped the bag
and some of the flour spilled out onto the
floor. � noun the act of pouring a liquid by
accident � The authorities are trying to
cope with the oil spill from the tanker.
spilt

� spilt /splt/ � spill
spin

� spin /spn/ verb (spins, spinning,
spun) 1. to move round and round very fast
� The earth is spinning in space. � The
plane was spinning out of control. 2. to
make something turn round and round �
The washing machine spins the clothes to
get the water out of them. � He spun the
wheel to make sure it turned freely. 3. (of a
spider) to make a web � The spider has
spun a web between the two posts. � noun
the turning movement of a ball as it moves
� He put so much spin on the ball that it
bounced sideways. � He jammed on the
brakes and the car went into a spin.

spin out phrasal verb to make something
last as long as possible

spinachspinach /spnd�/ noun an annual plant
grown for its green leaves eaten raw as sal-
ad or cooked as a vegetable
spinal cordspinal cord /span(ə)l kɔ
d/ noun a part
of the central nervous system which runs
down the centre of the spine
spin doctorspin doctor /spn �dɒktə/ noun a per-
son who explains news in a way that makes
it flattering to the person or organisation
employing him
spinespine /span/ noun 1. a series of bones
joined together from your skull down the
middle of your back � He injured his spine
playing rugby. (NOTE: The bones in the
spine are the vertebrae.) 2. a sharp part like
a pin, on a plant, animal or fish � The por-
cupine has dangerous spines. � Did you
know that lemon trees had spines? 3. the
back edge of a book, which usually has the
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title printed on it � The title and the au-
thor’s name are printed on the front of the
book and also on the spine.
spinelessspineless /spanləs/ adj who is weak
and cowardly � He’s so spineless – he
should say what he thinks to the manager
himself.
spinoffspinoff /spnɒf/ noun a useful thing
which comes from a process, but is not the
main aim of the process
spiralspiral /sparəl/ noun a shape which is
twisted round and round like a spring � He
drew a spiral on the sheet of paper. � adj
which twists round and round � A spiral
staircase leads to the top of the tower.
spirespire /spaə/ noun a pointed top of a
church tower
spirit

� spirit /sprt/ noun 1. the mental atti-
tude which controls how someone behaves
generally � She has a great spirit of fun. �
He had an independent spirit. 2. feelings
which are typical of a particular occasion
3. the part of a person that is said to still ex-
ist after death 4. alcohol (NOTE: usually plu-
ral)
spiritedspirited /sprtd/ adj very lively
spiritual

� spiritual /sprtʃuəl/ adj relating to
the spirit or the soul � The church’s main
task is to give spiritual advice to its mem-
bers.
spiritualismspiritualism /sprtʃuə |�lz(ə)m/ noun
the belief in the possibility of communica-
tion with people who have died
spitspit /spt/ (spits, spitting, spit, spat) verb
1. to push liquid or food out of your mouth
� He took a mouthful and immediately spat
it out. 2. to send liquid out of the mouth to
show contempt � He spat on or at the car
as it drove away. 3. to rain a little � It isn’t
really raining – it’s just spitting.
spite

� spite /spat/ noun bad feeling � They
sprayed his car with white paint out of
spite. � verb (spites, spiting, spited) to an-
noy someone on purpose � He did it to
spite his sister. � in spite of although
something happened or was done � In spite
of all his meetings, he still found time to
ring his wife. � We all enjoyed ourselves, in
spite of the awful weather.
spitefulspiteful /spatf(ə)l/ adj full of a nasty
feelings against someone
spitting imagespitting image /�sptŋ md�/ noun
someone who looks exactly like someone
else (informal ) � He’s the spitting image of
his father.
splashsplash /spl�ʃ/ noun a sound made when
something falls into a liquid or when a liq-
uid hits something hard � She fell into the

pool with a loud splash. � Listen to the
splash of the waves against the rocks. �
verb (splashes, splashing, splashed) 1.
(of liquid) to make a noise when something
is dropped into it or when it hits something
� I missed the ball and it splashed into the
pool. � The rain splashed against the win-
dows. 2. to make someone wet by sending
liquid on to him � The car drove past
through a puddle and splashed my trou-
sers. 3. to move through water, making a
noise � He splashed his way through the
shallow water to the rocks. � The little chil-
dren were splashing about in the paddling
pool.
splattersplatter /spl�tə/ (splatters, splattering,
splattered) verb to splash drops of liquid
splaysplay /sple/ (splays, splaying, splayed)
verb to spread fingers or legs apart
splendidsplendid /splendd/ adj extremely good
or impressive
splendoursplendour /splendə/ noun magnifi-
cence (NOTE: The US spelling is splendor.)
splicesplice /splas/ (splices, splicing,
spliced) verb to join two pieces of rope or
film together
splintsplint /splnt/ noun a stiff bar tied to a
broken part of the body to prevent the bone
from moving
splinter groupsplinter group /splntə (ru
p/ noun a
group of people who have separated from a
main group � The protesters are from a
splinter group which broke away from the
party some years ago.
split

� split /splt/ (splits, splitting, split) verb
1. to divide something into parts � He split
the log into small pieces with an axe. 2. to
divide or come apart � My trousers were
too tight – they split when I bent down. �
After they lost the election, the party split
into various factions.

split up phrasal verb 1. to divide � We
must try to split up the class into groups
of three or four. 2. to start to live apart �

They had a row and split up.
split secondsplit second /splt sekənd/ noun a
very short space of time
spluttersplutter /spl�tə/ (splutters, spluttering,
spluttered) verb 1. to speak rapidly, using
very short phrases, especially when angry
� ‘what, what, what … do you mean by
that?’ he spluttered in fury. 2. to make a
hissing sound � The wet logs were splutter-
ing on the fire.
spoil

� spoil /spɔl/ (spoils, spoiling, spoiled
or spoilt) verb 1. to change something
which was good so that it is no longer good
� We had such bad weather that our camp-
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ing holiday was spoilt. � Half the contents
of the warehouse were spoiled by floodwa-
ter. 2. to be too kind to someone, especially
a child, so that he or she sometimes be-
comes badly behaved � You’ll spoil that
child if you always give in to him. � Grand-
parents are allowed to spoil their grand-
children a little.
spoilsspoils /spɔlz/ noun things bought � She
came back from the jumble sale, laden with
spoils.
spoilsportspoilsport /spɔlspɔ
t/ noun a person
who spoils other people’s enjoyment
spoiltspoilt /spɔlt/ adj (of a child) treated in a
way which is too kind, and so is badly be-
haved
spokespoke /spəυk/ past tense of speak
spokenspoken /spəυkən/ past participle of
speak � adj said aloud
spongesponge /sp�nd�/ noun 1. a soft material
full of small holes used to make things like
cushions � The sofa has sponge cushions.
2. a sea animal with a skeleton which is full
of holes � Diving down into the Red Sea
you could see sponges on the sea floor. �
verb (sponges, sponging, sponged) to
wipe clean with a sponge � He sponged the
kitchen table.
sponge bagsponge bag /sp�nd� b�(/ noun a bag
used to hold toiletries, especially when
travelling
sponge cakesponge cake /sp�nd� kek/ noun a
light soft cake
spongyspongy /sp�nd�i/ adj soft and full of
holes
sponsorsponsor /spɒnsə/ noun 1. a person or
company that pays to financially help a
sport, an exhibition or a music festival, in
return for the right to advertise at sporting
events, on sports clothes or programmes 2.
a company which pays part of the cost of
making a TV or radio programme by ad-
vertising on the programme 3. a person
who pays money to a charity when some-
one else walks, swims, or runs a certain
distance 4. a person who takes responsibil-
ity for someone � verb (sponsors, spon-
soring, sponsored) 1. to be a sponsor �
The company has sponsored the football
match. � Will you sponsor me if I apply to
join the club? � I sponsored her to take
part in a marathon for charity. 2. to be the
god-parent of a child and promise to help
the child to lead a Christian life (NOTE: +
sponsorship n)
spontaneousspontaneous /spɒn |teniəs/ adj which
happens of its own accord, which is not
forced or prepared in advance

spoofspoof /spu
f/ noun an amusing imitation
to trick someone
spookyspooky /spu
ki/ (spookier, spookiest)
adj frightening and which makes you think
there may be ghosts around (informal)
spoolspool /spu
l/ noun a cylinder round
which you wind something
spoon

� spoon /spu
n/ noun an object used for
eating liquids and soft food, or for stirring
food which is being cooked, with a handle
at one end and a small bowl at the other, �
Use a spoon to eat your pudding. � We
need a big spoon to serve the soup.
spoon-feedspoon-feed /spu
n fi
d/ verb 1. to give
someone food with a spoon 2. to provide
everything for people so that they need do
nothing to help themselves
spoonfulspoonful /spu
nfυl/ noun an amount
which a spoon can hold
sporadicsporadic /spə |r�dk/ adj happening at
irregular intervals
sport

� sport /spɔ
t/ noun a game or games in-
volving physical activity and competition
� Do you like watching sport on TV? � The
world of sport is mourning the death of the
racing driver. � The only sport I play is ten-
nis. � She doesn’t play any sport at all.
sportingsporting /spɔ
tŋ/ adj 1. referring to
sport � a big sporting weekend on TV, with
tennis matches, the World Cup and a golf
tournament 2. pleasant and willing to help,
especially when playing a sport � He’s a
very sporting chap.
sports carsports car /spɔ
ts kɑ
/ noun a fast open
car
sports centresports centre /spɔ
ts �sentə/ noun a
place where several different sports can be
played
sportsmansportsman /spɔ
tsmən/ (plural sports-
men) noun a man who plays a sport
sportsmanlikesportsmanlike /spɔ
tsmənlak/ adj
fair and polite
sportsmanshipsportsmanship /spɔ
tsmənʃp/ noun
fair and polite behaviour when playing
sport
sportswearsportswear /spɔ
tsweə/ noun clothes
worn to play sport (NOTE: no plural)
sportswomansportswoman /spɔ
ts|�wυmən/ (plural
sportswomen) noun a woman who plays a
sport
sportysporty /spɔ
ti/ adj interested in sport and
enjoying sport
spot

� spot /spɒt/ noun 1. a coloured mark,
usually round � Her dress has a pattern of
white and red spots. � He wore a blue tie
with white spots. 2. a particular place �
This is the exact spot where the queen died.
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3. a small round mark or pimple on the skin
� She suddenly came out in spots after eat-
ing fish. � verb (spots, spotting, spotted)
to notice something or someone � The
teacher didn’t spot the mistake. � We spot-
ted him in the crowd. � on the spot 1. at a
particular place where something happens
� I happened to be on the spot when the in-
cident took place. 2. immediately � I gave
her his number and she phoned him on the
spot.
spot checkspot check /spɒt tʃek/ noun a check
made suddenly and at random
spotlessspotless /spɒtləs/ adj completely clean,
with no dirty marks at all
spotlightspotlight /spɒtlat/ noun a bright light
which shines on one small area � She stood
in the spotlights on the stage. � verb (spot-
lights, spotlighting, spotlit or spotlight-
ed) to draw attention to something clearly
� We want to spotlight the dangers of rid-
ing bicycles without lights.
spot-onspot-on /spɒt ɒn/ adj absolutely correct
(informal) � His analysis of the situation
was spot-on.
spottyspotty /spɒti/ (spottier, spottiest) adj
covered with pimples
spousespouse /spaυs/ noun a husband or wife
spoutspout /spaυt/ noun a tube on a container
which is shaped for pouring liquid out of
the container � You fill the kettle through
the spout. � Cut here and pull out to form a
spout.
sprainsprain /spren/ verb (sprains, spraining,
sprained) to damage a joint of the body by
twisting it suddenly and violently � He
sprained his ankle jumping over the fence.
� noun a condition where a joint is injured
because of a sudden violent movement �

He is walking with a stick because of an
ankle sprain.
sprangsprang /spr�ŋ/ past tense of spring
sprawlsprawl /sprɔ
l/ (sprawls, sprawling,
sprawled) verb to lie with your arms and
legs spread out � He sprawled in his arm-
chair and turned on the TV. � The boy on
the bike hit her and sent her sprawling.
spray

� spray /spre/ noun a mass of tiny drops
of liquid � The waves crashed against the
sea wall sending spray over the road. � An
aerosol sends out a liquid in a fine spray. �
She uses a nasal spray to clear her catarrh.
� verb (sprays, spraying, sprayed) to send
out liquid in fine drops � He sprayed water
all over the garden with the hose. � They
sprayed the room with disinfectant.
spread

� spread /spred/ verb (spreads, spread-
ing, spread) 1. to arrange over a wide area

� Spread the paper flat on the table. 2. to
move over a wide area [~to] � The fire start-
ed in the top floor and soon spread to the
roof. � The flu epidemic spread rapidly. 3.
to cover with a layer of something
[~over/~on] � She spread a white cloth over
the table. � He was spreading butter on a
piece of bread. � noun 1. the action of mov-
ing over a wide area � Doctors are trying
to check the spread of the disease. 2. a soft
food consisting of meat, fish or cheese,
which you can spread on something such
as bread � As snacks, they offered us water
biscuits with cheese spread.
spreadsheetspreadsheet /spredʃi
t/ noun a display
of columns of figures produced by a com-
puter
spreespree /spri
/ noun a short time of doing
something enjoyable
sprigsprig /spr(/ noun a little branch
sprightlysprightly /spratli/ (sprightlier,
sprightliest) adj lively and energetic
spring

� spring /sprŋ/ noun 1. the season of the
year between winter and summer � In
spring all the trees start to grow new
leaves. � We always go to Greece in the
spring. � They started work last spring or
in the spring of last year and they still ha-
ven’t finished. 2. a wire which is twisted
round and round and which goes back to its
original shape after you have pulled it or
pushed it � The mattress is so old the
springs have burst through the cover. �

There’s a spring to keep the door shut. 3. a
place where a stream of water rushes out of
the ground � The town of Bath was built in
Roman times around hot springs. � verb
(springs, springing, sprang, sprung) to
move suddenly � Everyone sprang to life
when the officer shouted. � The door
sprang open without anyone touching it.

spring from verb to come suddenly from
� Where on earth did you spring from?

springboardspringboard /sprŋbɔ
d/ noun 1. a long
flexible board used to dive or jump off 2. a
thing used to help you start something � He
bought a small company and used it as a
springboard to enter the US market.
spring-cleanspring-clean /�sprŋ kli
n/ verb to
clean a house thoroughly � It took me a
week to spring-clean the house. (NOTE: +
spring-clean n)
spring onionspring onion /sprŋ �njən/ noun a
very small onion with long green leaves,
used in salads and in cooking (NOTE: The
US term is scallions.)
springtimespringtime /sprŋtam/ noun the time
of year when it is spring
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sprinklesprinkle /sprŋkəl/ (sprinkles, sprin-
kling, sprinkled) verb to put small amounts
of a liquid or powder over a surface by
shaking
sprinklersprinkler /sprŋklə/ noun a device for
sprinkling water
sprinklingsprinkling /sprŋklŋ/ noun a small or
thin scattering
sprintsprint /sprnt/ (sprints, sprinting,
sprinted) verb to run very fast over a short
distance � I had to sprint to catch the bus.
� She sprinted down the track. (NOTE: +
sprint n)
sprintersprinter /sprntə/ noun a runner who
runs in sprint races
sproutsprout /spraυt/ noun a new shoot of a
plant � The vine is covered with new
sprouts. � verb (sprouts, sprouting,
sprouted) to produce new shoots � Throw
those old potatoes away, they’re starting to
sprout. � The bush had begun to sprout
fresh green leaves.
sprucespruce /spru
s/ (plural same or spruces)
noun a softwood tree growing in cold for-
ests � a forest of spruce
sprungsprung /spr�ŋ/ past participle of spring
spryspry /spra/ adj agile and lively
spudspud /sp�d/ noun a potato (informal)
spunspun /sp�n/ past participle of spin
spurspur /sp#
/ noun something which stimu-
lates an action � The letter from the univer-
sity was the spur that encouraged him to
work harder. � verb (spurs, spurring,
spurred) to urge someone on � The run-
ners were spurred on by the shouts of the
crowd.
spuriousspurious /spjυəriəs/ adj not based on
facts
spurnspurn /sp#
n/ (spurns, spurning,
spurned) verb to reject an offer scornfully
spurtspurt /sp#
t/ verb 1. also spurt out to
come out in a strong jet � Oil spurted out
of the burst pipe. 2. to run fast suddenly �

He spurted past two runners and came in
first. � noun 1. a strong flow of liquid �

They tried to block the spurts of water com-
ing out of the pipe. 2. a sudden sudden ef-
fort � He put on a spurt and won the race.
sputtersputter /sp�tə/ (sputters, sputtering,
sputtered) verb to send out sparks or small
drops
spyspy /spa/ noun (plural spies) a person
who is paid to try to find out secret infor-
mation about the enemy or a rival group
[~for] � He was a spy for the Russians. �
verb (spies, spying, spied) 1. to work as a
spy [~for] � He spied for the Russians. 2. to

watch someone in secret, to find out what
they are planning to do [~on] � Their neigh-
bours had been spying on them and told the
police.
spyholespyhole /spa |�həυl/ noun a small hole in
a door for looking through to see who is
there
sq.sq. abbr square
squabblesquabble /skwɒb(ə)l/ (squabbles,
squabbling, squabbled) verb to argue �

They spent the whole evening squabbling
over money. (NOTE: + squabble n)
squad

� squad /skwɒd/ noun 1. a small group
of soldiers who perform duties together �
Corporal, take your squad and guard the
prisoners. 2. a department in the police
service � He’s the head of the drugs squad.
� She’s investigating on behalf of the fraud
squad. 3. a group of players from whom a
sports team will be chosen � The England
squad for the World Cup has been selected.
squad carsquad car /skwɒd kɑ
/ noun a police
car on patrol duty
squadron

� squadron /skwɒdrən/ noun a group
of aircraft or of naval ships
squalidsqualid /skwɒld/ adj referring to a
room or building that is dirty and unpleas-
ant � The prisoners are kept in squalid con-
ditions.
squallsquall /skwɔ
l/ noun a sudden gust of
wind � A sudden squall capsized the boat.
squalorsqualor /skwɒlə/ noun dirty conditions
squandersquander /skwɒndə/ (squanders,
squandering, squandered) verb to waste
money, energy or opportunity
square

� square /skweə/ noun 1. a shape with
four equal sides and four right-angled cor-
ners � The board on which you play chess
is made up of black and white squares. �

Graph paper is covered with small
squares. 2. an open space in a town, with
big buildings all round � The hotel is in the
main square of the town, opposite the town
hall. � Red Square is in the middle of Mos-
cow. 3. (in mathematics) a number that is
the result of multiplying another number
by itself � 9 is the square of 3. � adj 1.
shaped like a square, with four equal sides
and four right-angled corners � You can’t
fit six people round a small square table. �
An A4 piece of paper isn’t square. 2. multi-
plied by itself � back to square one to
start again from the point you originally
started from (informal) � The test plane
crashed, so it’s back to square one again.
squarelysquarely /skweəli/ adv in a direct and
straightforward way � He looked her
squarely in the face.
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square mealsquare meal /skweə mi
l/ noun a large
meal
square rootsquare root /skweə ru
t/ noun a
number which, multiplied by itself, will
produce a particular number � 3 is the
square root of 9.
squashsquash /skwɒʃ/ verb (squashes,
squashing, squashed) to crush or to
squeeze something � Hundreds of passen-
gers were squashed into the train. � He sat
on my hat and squashed it flat. � noun a
fast game for two players played in an en-
closed court, with a small, squashy rubber
ball and light, long-handled rackets � He
plays squash to unwind after a day at the
office. � Let’s play a game of squash.
squat

� squat /skwɒt/ (squats, squatting,
squatted) verb to move your body close to
the ground so that you are sitting on your
heels � She squatted on the floor, trying to
get the stains out of the carpet.
squattersquatter /skwɒtə/ noun a person who
squats in someone else’s property or ille-
gally on waste ground
squawksquawk /skwɔ
k/ (squawks, squawk-
ing, squawked) verb to make short harsh
cries � The eagle brought back some food
for her squawking chicks. (NOTE: + squawk
n)
squeaksqueak /skwi
k/ noun a quiet high sound
like the sound that a mouse makes � You
can tell when someone comes into the gar-
den by the squeak of the gate. � verb
(squeaks, squeaking, squeaked) to make
a squeak � That door squeaks – the hinges
need oiling.
squeaky cleansqueaky clean /�skwi
ki kli
n/ noun 1.
extremely clean � All the work surfaces
have to be squeaky clean. 2. morally pure �
The minister’s squeaky clean image has
been tarnished by the scandal.
squealsqueal /skwi
l/ noun a loud high noise �
The children let out squeals of delight
when they saw the presents under the
Christmas tree. � The car turned the cor-
ner with a squeal of tyres. � verb (squeals,
squealing, squealed) to make a loud high-
pitched noise � She squealed when she
heard she had won first prize. � As the car
turned the corner its tyres squealed.
squeamishsqueamish /skwi
mʃ/ adj likely to be
upset by nasty things
squeeze

� squeeze /skwi
z/ noun the act of
pressing or crushing � I gave her hand a
squeeze. � verb (squeezes, squeezing,
squeezed) 1. to press on something or to
press or crush something like a fruit or a
tube to get something out of it � She

squeezed my arm gently. � He squeezed an
orange to get the juice. � She squeezed
some toothpaste out onto her brush. 2. to
force something, or to force your own
body, into a small space � You can’t
squeeze six people into that little car. �

More people tried to squeeze on the train
even though it was full already. � The cat
managed to squeeze through the window.
squelchsquelch /skweltʃ/ (squelches, squelch-
ing, squelched) verb to make a wet suck-
ing noise � He squelched through the mud.
(NOTE: + squelch n)
squidsquid /skwd/ (plural same or squids)
noun a sea animal with eight long arms or
tentacles, smaller than an octopus
squigglesquiggle /skw((ə)l/ noun a curved, ir-
regular line or mark
squintsquint /skwnt/ (squints, squinting,
squinted) verb 1. to have eyes which look
in different directions � He squints badly,
which makes it difficult to know who he is
looking at. 2. to half-close your eyes to
look at a something � The picture shows
him squinting at the sun. � He squinted
through the keyhole but couldn’t see any-
thing. (NOTE: + squint n)
squirmsquirm /skw#
m/ (squirms, squirming,
squirmed) verb 1. to wriggle about 2. to
feel very embarrassed
squirrelsquirrel /skwrəl/ noun a small red or
grey wild animal with a large tail which
lives in trees and eats nuts � The squirrel
sat up on a branch nibbling a nut. � Squir-
rels hoard nuts for the winter.
squirtsquirt /skw#
t/ (squirts, squirting,
squirted) verb to send out a thin powerful
flow of liquid � Don’t squirt so much
washing-up liquid into the bowl. � She
squeezed the tube hard and masses of
toothpaste squirted out. (NOTE: + squirt n)
squishsquish /skwʃ/ (squishes, squishing,
squished) verb to press, squeeze or crush
something soft
squishysquishy /skwʃi/ adj soft, squashy and
wet
St

� St abbr 1. street 2. saint
stab

� stab /st�b/ verb (stabs, stabbing,
stabbed) to push a sharp knife with force
into someone or something � He was
stabbed in the chest. � noun a deep wound
made by the point of a knife � He died of
stab wounds. � to have a stab at some-
thing to try to do something � I’m keen to
have a stab at driving the tractor. � stab in
the back an attack by someone who is
thought to be a friend � His speech was a
stab in the back for the party leader. � to
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stab someone in the back to do some-
thing unpleasant to someone who thinks
you are a friend � She was stabbed in the
back by people who owed their success to
her.
stabbingstabbing /st�bŋ/ noun an attack where
someone is stabbed � The stabbing of the
young nurse shocked everyone.
stability

� stability /stə |blti/ noun being stable
or steady
stable

� stable /steb(ə)l/ adj which does not
change � The hospital said his condition
was stable. � noun a building for keeping a
horse � My horse is not in his stable, who’s
riding him?
stackstack /st�k/ noun a pile or heap of things
one on top of the other � a stack of books
and papers � a stack of, stacks of lots of
(informal) � You can charge the tourists
what you like – they’ve got stacks of money.
� verb (stacks, stacking, stacked) to pile
things on top of each other � The skis are
stacked outside the chalet. � She stacked
up the dirty plates. � The warehouse is
stacked with boxes.
stadiumstadium /stediəm/ noun a large build-
ing where crowds of people watch sport,
with seats arranged around a sports field
staff

� staff /stɑ
f/ noun all the people who
work in a company, school, college, or oth-
er organisation � She’s on the school staff.
� Only staff can use this lift. � A quarter of
our staff are ill. � That firm pays its staff
very badly. � He joined the staff last Mon-
day. � Three members of staff are away
sick. (NOTE: staff refers to a group of people
and so is often followed by a verb in the plu-
ral.)
staffingstaffing /stɑ
fŋ/ noun the process of
providing workers for an organisation
stagstag /st�(/ noun 1. an adult male deer �
Don’t approach the stags in the autumn –
they can be very dangerous. (NOTE: Female
deer are does.) 2. a person who buys a new
issue of shares and sells them immediately
to make a profit
stage

� stage /sted�/ noun 1. a raised floor,
especially where the actors perform in a
theatre � The pop group came onto the
stage and started to sing. 2. one of several
points of development [~of/in] � the differ-
ent stages of a production process � The
first stage in the process is to grind the rock
to powder. � in stages in different steps �
The company has agreed to repay the loan
in stages. 3. a section of a long journey �
Stage one of the tour takes us from Paris to
Bordeaux. � verb (stages, staging,

staged) to put on or arrange a play, a show,
a musical or other performance or event �
The exhibition is being staged in the col-
lege library.
stagecoach

stagecoach /sted�kəυtʃ/ noun (in the
18th and 19th centuries) a horse-drawn pas-
senger coach which used to run regularly
along certain routes
stage fright

stage fright /sted� frat/ noun nerv-
ousness which actors feel before going
onto the stage
stage manager

stage manager /sted� m�nd�ə/
noun a person who organises a perform-
ance of a play, opera or other performance
stagger

stagger /st�(ə/ verb (staggers, stag-
gering, staggered) 1. to walk unsteadily,
almost falling down � She managed to
stagger across the road and into the police
station. � Three men staggered out of the
pub. 2. to surprise someone very much � I
was staggered at the amount they charge
for service. 3. to arrange something such as
holidays or working hours, so that they do
not all begin and end at the same time � We
have to stagger the lunch hour so that there
is always someone on the switchboard. �
noun the movement of someone who is
staggering � He walked with a noticeable
stagger.
staggered

staggered /st�(əd/ adj 1. shocked or
very surprised at something 2. not in a con-
secutive sequence or in a straight line
staggering

staggering /st�(ərŋ/ adj very surpris-
ing
stagnant

stagnant /st�(nənt/ adj 1. (of water)
which does not flow, which is not pure
enough to drink � The marsh was full of
stagnant pools of brown water. � Mosqui-
toes breed in stagnant water. 2. (of busi-
ness) not active, not increasing � Turnover
was stagnant for the first half of the year. �
There is a danger of the economy becom-
ing stagnant.
stagnate

stagnate /st�( |net/ (stagnates, stag-
nating, stagnated) verb not to increase, not
to make progress
staid

staid /sted/ adj serious and solemn
stain

� stain /sten/ noun a mark which is dif-
ficult to remove, e.g. ink or blood � It is dif-
ficult to remove coffee stains from the ta-
blecloth. � There was a round stain on the
table where he had put his wine glass. �
verb (stains, staining, stained) to make a
mark of a different colour on something �

If you eat those berries they will stain your
teeth. � His shirt was stained with blood.
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stained glassstained glass /�stend (lɑ
s/ noun
glass which has been coloured, used for
making church windows
stainless steelstainless steel /�stenləs sti
l/ noun a
type of steel with a high percentage of
chromium in it, which makes it less likely
to rust
stair

� stair /steə/ noun one step in a series of
steps, going up or down inside a building �
He was sitting on the bottom stair. � plural
noun stairs steps which go up or down in-
side a building. � downstairs, upstairs
staircasestaircase /steəkes/ noun a set of stairs
which go from one floor in a building to
another
stairwaystairway /steəwe/ noun a set of stairs
which go from one floor inside or outside a
building to another
stake

� stake /stek/ noun a strong pointed
piece of wood or metal, pushed into the
ground to mark something, or to hold
something up [~in/into] � They hammered
stakes into the ground to put up a wire
fence. � The apple trees are attached to
stakes.
stalestale /stel/ adj food which is stale is old
and no longer fresh (NOTE: staler – stalest)
stalematestalemate /stelmet/ noun 1. (in chess)
a situation where neither player can make
any move permitted by the rules, and so no
one wins 2. a situation where neither side
will compromise � The discussions have
reached a stalemate. � Negotiations are
continuing to try to break the stalemate or
to find a way out of the stalemate.
stalkstalk /stɔ
k/ noun the stem of a plant
which holds a leaf, a flower or a fruit �
Roses with very long stalks are more ex-
pensive. � verb (stalks, stalking, stalked)
to stay near someone and watch him or her
all the time, especially in a way that is
frightening or upsetting � She told the po-
lice that a man was stalking her. � The
hunters stalked the deer for several miles.
stalkerstalker /stɔ
kə/ noun a person who fol-
lows people or animals
stallstall /stɔ
l/ noun a place in a market where
one person sells his or her goods � He has
a flower stall at Waterloo Station. � We
wandered round the market looking at the
stalls. � verb (stalls, stalling, stalled) (of a
car engine) to stop unintentionally, often
when trying to drive off without accelerat-
ing � If he takes his foot off the accelerator,
the engine stalls. � The car stalled at the
traffic lights and he couldn’t restart it.
stallionstallion /st�ljən/ noun an adult male
horse, especially one kept for breeding

staminastamina /st�mnə/ noun the strength to
do something over a long period
stammerstammer /st�mə/ verb (stammers,
stammering, stammered) to repeat sounds
when speaking, e.g. because of feeling
nervous � He stammers badly when mak-
ing speeches. � She rushed into the police
station and stammered out ‘he’s – he’s –
he’s after me, he’s got – got – a knife’. �

noun a speech problem that involves hesi-
tating and repeating sounds when speaking
� Because of his stammer he was shy and
reserved at school.
stamp

� stamp /st�mp/ noun 1. a little piece of
paper with a price printed on it which you
stick on a letter to show that you have paid
for it to be sent by post � a first-class stamp
� She forgot to put a stamp on the letter be-
fore she posted it. � He wants to show me
his stamp collection. 2. a mark made on
something � The invoice has the stamp ‘re-
ceived with thanks’ on it. � The customs of-
ficer looked at the stamps in his passport.
� verb (stamps, stamping, stamped) 1. to
mark something with a stamp � They
stamped my passport when I entered the
country. 2. to walk heavily, banging your
feet on the ground [~on] � They stamped on
the ants to kill them. � He was so angry
that he stamped out of the room.

stamp out phrasal verb to stop something
stampedestampede /st�m|pi
d/ noun an uncon-
trolled movement of many animals or peo-
ple � After the film finished there was a
stampede for the doors. (NOTE: + stampede
v)
stancestance /st�ns/ noun 1. the position of
someone when standing � His stance is so
awkward I’m surprised he can even hit the
ball. 2. a point of view or opinion � Her
stance on environmental issues is surpris-
ing. � The Conservative Party takes a dif-
ferent stance towards health.
stand

� stand /st�nd/ verb (stands, standing,
stood) 1. to be upright on your feet, the op-
posite of sitting or lying down � She stood
on a chair to reach the top shelf. � They
were so tired they could hardly keep stand-
ing. � If there are no seats left, we’ll have
to stand. � Don’t just stand there doing
nothing – come and help us. 2. to be up-
right � Only a few houses were still stand-
ing after the earthquake. � The jar was
standing in the middle of the table. 3. to ac-
cept something bad that continues � The
office is filthy – I don’t know how you can
stand working here. � She can’t stand all
this noise. � He stopped going to French
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lessons because he couldn’t stand the
teacher. � noun something which holds
something up � The pot of flowers fell off
its stand.

stand by phrasal verb 1. to refuse to
change something you have said � I
stand by what I said in my statement to
the police. 2. to stand and watch, without
getting involved � Several people just
stood by and made no attempt to help. 3.
to be ready � We have several fire en-
gines standing by. 4. to give help � She
stood by him while he was in prison.
stand down phrasal verb to agree not to
stay in a position or not to stand for elec-
tion
stand for phrasal verb 1. to have a mean-
ing � What do the letters BBC stand for?
2. to be a candidate in an election � She’s
standing for parliament. 3. to accept �
They will never stand for that. � I won’t
stand for any nonsense from the children.
stand out phrasal verb 1. to be easily
seen � Their house stands out because it
is painted pink. � Her red hair makes her
stand out in a crowd. 2. to be very clear
against a background � That picture
would stand out better against a white
wall. 3. to be much better than others �
Two of the young musicians stood out for
their interpretations of Bach.
stand up� phrasal verb 1. to get up from
sitting � When the teacher comes into the
room all the children should stand up. �

He stood up to offer his seat to the old la-
dy. 2. to stand upright, to hold yourself
upright � Stand up straight and face for-
ward. 3. to put something in an upright
position � Stand the books up on the
shelf. � She stood her umbrella up by the
door. 4. � to stand someone up not to
meet someone even though you had ar-
ranged to (informal) � We were going to
have dinner together and he stood me up.
stand up for phrasal verb to try to defend
someone or something in a difficult situ-
ation � He stood up for the rights of chil-
dren.
stand up to phrasal verb 1. to oppose
someone bravely � No one was prepared
to stand up to the head of department. 2.
to be able to resist difficult conditions �

A carpet in a shop has to stand up to a lot
of wear.

standard

� standard /st�ndəd/ noun 1. the level
of quality something has � The standard of
service in this restaurant is very high. �
This piece of work is not up to your usual

standard. 2. an excellent quality which is
set as a target � This product does not meet
our standards. � She has set a standard
which it will be difficult to match. 3. a large
official flag � The royal standard flies over
Buckingham Palace. � adj 1. usual, not spe-
cial � She joined on a standard contract. �
You will need to follow the standard proce-
dure to join the association. 2. on a tall
pole
standbystandby /st�ndba/ noun a thing which
is ready to be used if necessary � I always
have bread in the freezer as a standby. � on
standby waiting and ready to act if needed
� We have a doctor on standby. � Army re-
servists have been put on standby.
stand-instand-in /st�nd n/ noun a person who
takes the place of someone else
standingstanding /st�ndŋ/ noun 1. the position
of being upright on your feet � Standing all
day at the exhibition is very tiring. 2. repu-
tation � a hotel of good standing � His
standing in the community has never been
higher.
standing armystanding army /�st�ndŋ ɑ
mi/ noun a
professional military force which exists in
times of peace as well as war
standing jokestanding joke /st�ndŋ d�əυk/ noun
something that people often make jokes
about � His style of dancing is a bit of a
standing joke with us.
standing orderstanding order /�st�ndŋ ɔ
də/ noun
an order written by a customer asking a
bank to pay money regularly to an account,
or to a company to send something regular-
ly
standing ovationstanding ovation /�st�ndŋ əυ |

veʃ(ə)n/ noun applause at the end of a
performance where all the audience stand
up and clap and cheer
stand-offstand-off /st�nd ɒf/ noun a situation
where two sides cannot agree and neither
can win
standpointstandpoint /st�ndpɔnt/ noun a posi-
tion from which you look at a problem
standstillstandstill /st�ndstl/ noun a situation
where nothing moves
stankstank /st�ŋk/ past tense of stink
stanzastanza /st�nzə/ noun a section of a
poem made up of a series of lines
staplestaple /step(ə)l/ noun a piece of wire
which is pushed through papers and bent
over to hold them together � He used some
scissors to take the staples out of the pa-
pers. � verb (staples, stapling, stapled) to
fasten papers together with a staple or with
staples � Don’t staple the cheque to the or-
der form.
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staple dietstaple diet /�step(ə)l daət/ noun the
main part of what you eat
staplerstapler /steplə/ noun a device used to
attach papers together with staples
star

� star /stɑ
/ noun 1. a bright object which
can be seen in the sky at night like a very
distant bright light � On a clear night you
can see thousands of stars. � The pole star
shows the direction of the North Pole. 2. a
shape that has several points like a star �
Draw a big star and colour it red. 3. a fa-
mous person who is very well known to the
public � football stars � She’s one of the
stars of the latest Spielberg movie. � Who
is your favourite film star? � verb (stars,
starring, starred) to appear as a main char-
acter in a film or play [~in/~oppo-
site/~with/alongside] � He starred opposite
Meg Ryan in ‘When Harry Met Sally’ � She
starred in ‘Gone with the Wind’. � He’ll be
starring with such big names as Tom
Cruise and Gene Hackman. � Mike Myers
stars as the bungling hero. � He has a star-
ring role in the new production of ‘Guys
and Dolls’.
starboardstarboard /stɑ
bəd/ noun the right-
hand side of a ship or aircraft when facing
the front
starchstarch /stɑ
tʃ/ noun the usual form in
which carbohydrates exist in food, espe-
cially in bread, rice and potatoes � To get a
balanced diet you need to eat both protein
and starch.
starchystarchy /stɑ
tʃi/ adj 1. (of food) which
contains a lot of starch � Children eat too
much starchy food. 2. very formal � His
starchy manner put everyone off.
stardomstardom /stɑ
dəm/ noun the state of be-
ing a film star, a football star etc.
stare

� stare /steə/ verb (stares, staring,
stared) to look at someone or something
for a long time [~at] � It’s rude to stare at
people. � She stared sadly out of the win-
dow at the rain. � noun a long fixed look �
He gave her a stare and walked on.
starfishstarfish /stɑ
fʃ/ (plural same or star-
fishes) noun a flat sea animal, with five
arms branching like a star from a central
body
starkstark /stɑ
k/ adj (starker, starkest) 1.
complete � He stared at the figures in stark
disbelief. 2. bare and simple � the stark
outline of the rocks � a stark lunar land-
scape � adv completely � I don’t usually
walk round the house stark naked.
starlightstarlight /stɑ
lat/ noun the light from
the stars

starlingstarling /stɑ
lŋ/ noun a common dark
European bird with a green gloss to its
feathers
starry-eyedstarry-eyed /stɑ
ri ad/ adj unrealisti-
cally optimistic about your future life or
career
star signstar sign /stɑ
 san/ noun the sign of the
zodiac which marks your birth
star-studdedstar-studded /stɑ
 st�dd/ adj includ-
ing many film or stage stars
start

� start /stɑ
t/ noun the beginning of
something � It’s the start of the fishing sea-
son tomorrow. � Building the house took
only six months from start to finish. �
Things went wrong from the start. � Let’s
forget all you’ve done up to now, and make
a fresh start. � verb (starts, starting, start-
ed) 1. to begin to do something [~as/~by] �
He didn’t start as an actor – he was a di-
rector first. � When you learn Russian, you
have to start by learning the alphabet. �
The babies all started to cry or all started
crying at the same time. � He started to eat
or he started eating his dinner before the
rest of the family. � Take an umbrella – it’s
starting to rain. 2. (of a machine) to begin
to work � The car won’t start – the battery
must be flat. � The engine started beauti-
fully. � to start with first of all � We have
lots to do but to start with we’ll do the
washing up. � for a start as the first point
� For a start, tell me the exact time when
you made the phone call.

start off phrasal verb 1. to begin � We’ll
start off with soup and then have a meat
dish. 2. to leave on a journey � You can
start off now, and I’ll follow when I’m
ready.
start out phrasal verb 1. to leave on a
journey � She started out for home two
hours ago, so I am surprised she hasn’t
arrived. 2. to begin � I’d like to start out
by saying how pleased I am to be here.
start up phrasal verb 1. to make a busi-
ness begin to work � She started up a res-
taurant, but it failed. 2. to make a
machine start to work � He started up the
tractor.

starterstarter /stɑ
tə/ noun 1. a person who
starts doing something � There were sixty
starters in the race, but only twenty fin-
ished. 2. a person who organises the start of
something � The starter fired his pistol and
the race started. 3. the first part of a meal �
What do you all want as starters? � I don’t
want a starter – just the main course. � for
starters as the first thing to be done � We
need to get the room cleaned for starters.
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starting pointstarting point /stɑ
tŋ pɔnt/ noun a
place where something begins
startlestartle /stɑ
t(ə)l/ (startles, startling,
startled) verb to make someone suddenly
surprised
starvationstarvation /stɑ
 |veʃ(ə)n/ noun illness
through lack of food
starve

� starve /stɑ
v/ (starves, starving,
starved) verb not to have enough food �

Many people starved to death in the desert.
starvingstarving /stɑ
vŋ/ adj 1. not having
enough to eat to stay healthy � Relief work-
ers tried to bring supplies to the starving
people. 2. very hungry (informal) � Isn’t
dinner ready yet, I’m absolutely starving!
stashstash /st�ʃ/ verb (stashes, stashing,
stashed) 1. also stash away to store in a
safe place � He has thousands of dollars
stashed away in overseas bank accounts. 2.
to put � Make sure you stash all items of
hand luggage in the rack above your seat.
� noun a hidden store of things � We found
a stash of old love letters in a secret draw-
er.
state

� state /stet/ noun 1. the way something
or someone is at a specific time � The chil-
dren are in a state of excitement. � They left
the flat in a terrible state. � She’s not in a
fit state to receive visitors. 2. the govern-
ment of a country � We all pay taxes to the
state. � The state should pay for the upkeep
of museums. 3. an independent country �

The member states of the European Union.
4. one of the parts of a federal country � the
State of Arizona � New South Wales has the
largest population of all the Australian
states. � verb (states, stating, stated) to
give information clearly [~that] � Please
state your name and address. � It states in
the instructions that you must not open the
can near a flame. � The document states
that all revenue has to be declared to the
tax office. � in a state 1. in a very unhappy,
worried or upset condition � She’s in such
a state that I don’t want to leave her alone.
� He was in a terrible state after the phone
call. 2. in a dirty or bad condition � Look at
the state of your trousers. � They left our
flat in a terrible state.
statelessstateless /stetləs/ adj who is not a cit-
izen of any country
stately homestately home /�stetli həυm/ noun a
palace or large house, usually belonging to
an aristocratic family
statement

� statement /stetmənt/ noun 1.
something that is spoken or written public-
ly [~on/about] � a statement about or on the
new procedures � She refused to issue a

statement to the press. 2. same as bank
statement
state-of-the-artstate-of-the-art /�stet əv ði ɑ
t/ adj
technically as advanced as possible
state schoolstate school /stet sku
l/ noun a
school which is funded by the state. Com-
pare private school, public school
statesmanstatesman /stetsmən/ (plural states-
men) noun an experienced political leader
or representative of a country (NOTE: +
statesmanship n)
staticstatic /st�tk/ noun 1. electrical interfer-
ence in the air which disturbs a radio signal
2. same as static electricity � When I
touched the car door the static gave me a
shock.
static electricitystatic electricity /�st�tk lek |trsti/
noun an electric charge that does not flow,
as opposed to electricity which is flowing
in a current
station

� station /steʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a place
where trains stop and passengers get on or
off � The train leaves the Central Station at
14.15. � This is a fast train – it doesn’t stop
at every station. � We’ll try to get a sand-
wich at the station buffet. 2. a large main
building for a service � The fire station is
just down the road from us. � He was ar-
rested and taken to the local police station.
stationarystationary /steʃ(ə)n(ə)ri/ adj not mov-
ing (NOTE: Do not confuse with stationery.)
stationerstationer /steʃ(ə)nə/ noun a person
who has a shop which sells stationery
stationerystationery /steʃ(ə)n(ə)ri/ noun things
such as paper, envelopes, pens and ink
which you use for writing (NOTE: no plural.
Do not confuse with stationary.)
statisticstatistic /stə |tstk/ noun a fact given in
the form of numbers
statisticianstatistician /�st�t |stʃ(ə)n/ noun a per-
son who studies or analyses statistics
statistics

� statistics /stə|tstks/ noun the study
of facts in the form of numbers
statuestatue /st�tʃu
/ noun a solid image of a
person or animal made from a substance
such as stone or metal
staturestature /st�tʃə/ noun 1. height � her im-
posing stature 2. importance � His stature
in the party has never been greater.
status

� status /stetəs/ noun 1. social impor-
tance when compared to other people � He
has a low-status job on the Underground. �
His status in the company has been rising
steadily. 2. a general position
status symbolstatus symbol /stetəs �smbəl/ noun
a thing which you use which shows that
you are more important than someone else
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statute

� statute /st�tʃu
t/ noun a written law,
established in an Act of Parliament
statutorystatutory /st�tʃυt(ə)ri/ adj imposed by
law
staunchstaunch /stɔ
ntʃ/ verb to stop blood
flowing � They tried to staunch the blood
by putting ice on the wound. � They tied a
bandage tightly round his arm in an at-
tempt to staunch the flow of blood.
stay

� stay /ste/ (stays, staying, stayed)
verb 1. not to change � The temperature
stayed below zero all day. � In spite of the
fire, he stayed calm. � I won’t be able to
stay awake until midnight. 2. to stop in a
place � They came for lunch and stayed un-
til after midnight. � I’m rather tired so I’ll
stay at home tomorrow. � He’s ill and has
to stay in bed. 3. to stop in a place as a vis-
itor � They stayed two nights in Edinburgh
on their tour of Scotland. � Where will you
be staying when you’re in New York? � My
parents are staying at the Hotel London.

stay out phrasal verb to remain away
from home
stay up� phrasal verb not to go to bed

STDSTD abbr sexually transmitted disease
steadstead /sted/ noun 1. � it stood him in
good stead it was very useful to him � Be-
ing able to speak Japanese stood him in
good stead. 2. � in your stead in place of
you (formal) � When he was ill, she took the
chair in his stead. � instead
steadilysteadily /stedli/ adv regularly or con-
tinuously
steady

� steady /stedi/ adj (steadier, steadi-
est) 1. firm and not moving or shaking �
You need a steady hand to draw a straight
line without a ruler. � He put a piece of pa-
per under the table leg to keep it steady. 2.
continuing in a regular way � There is a
steady demand for computers. � The car
was doing a steady seventy miles an hour.
� She hasn’t got a steady boyfriend. � verb
(steadies, steadying, steadied) to keep
something firm � He put out his hand to
steady the ladder.
steaksteak /stek/ noun 1. a thick piece of
meat, usually beef � He ordered steak and
chips. � I’m going to grill these steaks. 2. a
thick piece of a big fish � A grilled salmon
steak for me, please! (NOTE: Do not confuse
with stake.)
steal

� steal /sti
l/ (steals, stealing, stole,
stolen) verb 1. to take and keep something
that belongs to another person without per-
mission [~from] � He stole some CDs from
a music shop. � Someone tried to steal my
handbag. 2. to move quietly � He stole into

the cellar and tried to find the safe. (NOTE:
Do not confuse with steel.)
stealth

stealth /stelθ/ noun � by stealth in a se-
cret way, without anyone knowing � They
tried to get into the government laboratory
by stealth.
steam

� steam /sti
m/ noun the substance like
clouds which comes off hot or boiling wa-
ter � Clouds of steam were coming out of
the kitchen.

steam up phrasal verb to become cov-
ered with steam � My glasses got all
steamed up when I went into the Palm
House at Kew Gardens.

steamer

steamer /sti
mə/ noun 1. a pan with
holes in the bottom which is placed over
boiling water to cook food by steaming �

The best way to cook vegetables is in a
steamer. 2. a large ship powered by steam �
We took the steamer from Cape Town to
Mombasa.
steamrollersteamroller /sti
mrəυlə/ noun a very
heavy vehicle with a large cylinder as a
front wheel, used to flatten new road sur-
faces � verb (steamrollers, steamroller-
ing, steamrollered) to force everyone to do
what you want � They steamrollered the
bill through Congress.
steamshipsteamship /sti
mʃp/ noun a large ship
powered by steam
steamy

steamy /sti
mi/ (steamier, steamiest)
adj 1. hot and humid, as if full of steam �

She chose a steamy summer day to visit
London. 2. full of descriptions of sex � This
is her steamiest novel yet.
steel

� steel /sti
l/ noun a strong metal made
from iron and carbon � Steel knives are
best for the kitchen. � The door is made of
solid steel.
steelworks

steelworks /sti
l|�w#
ks/ (plural same)
noun a factory where steel is made
steelysteely /sti
li/ adj 1. strongly determined
2. grey-blue
steep

� steep /sti
p/ adj 1. which rises or falls
quickly � The car climbed the steep hill
with some difficulty. � The steps up the
church tower are steeper than our stairs at
home. 2. very sharply increasing or falling
� a steep increase in interest charges � a
steep fall in share prices
steeple

steeple /sti
p(ə)l/ noun a church tower
with a spire on top
steersteer /stə/ (steers, steering, steered)
verb to make a vehicle go in a particular di-
rection � She steered the car into the ga-
rage.
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steering

steering /stərŋ/ noun the parts of a ve-
hicle which control the direction in which
it travels
stem

stem /stem/ noun the tall thin part of a
plant which holds a leaf, a flower or a fruit
� Trim the stems before you put the flowers
in the vase.
stench

stench /stentʃ/ noun an unpleasant
strong smell
stencil

stencil /stensəl/ noun a design which is
painted in this way � The bathroom is dec-
orated with stencils of fish and shellfish. �

verb (stencils, stencilling, stencilled) to
mark with a stencil � His name was sten-
cilled on each piece of luggage.
step

� step /step/ noun 1. a movement of your
foot when walking � I wonder when the
baby will take his first steps. � Take a step
sideways and you will be able to see the
castle. 2. a regular movement of feet at the
same time as other people 3. one stair,
which goes up or down � There are two
steps down into the kitchen. � I counted 75
steps to the top of the tower. � Be careful,
there’s a step up into the bathroom. 4. an
action which is done or has to be done out
of several � The first and most important
step is to find out how much money we can
spend. � verb (steps, stepping, stepped)
to walk in a particular direction � He
stepped out in front of a bicycle and was
knocked down. � She stepped off the bus
into a puddle. � Don’t step back, there’s a
child behind you. � in step moving your
feet at the same rate as everybody else � I
tried to keep in step with him as we walked
along. � The recruits can’t even march in
step. � out of step moving your feet at a
different rate from everyone else � One of
the squad always gets out of step. � to take
steps to to act to encourage or prevent
something � We should take steps to en-
courage female applicants. � The museum
must take steps to make sure that nothing
else is stolen.

step in phrasal verb 1. to enter � Please
step in and see what we have to offer. 2.
to do something in an area where you
were not involved before � Everything
was working fine until the manager
stepped in. � Fortunately a teacher
stepped in to break up the fight.
step up phrasal verb 1. to walk onto
something higher � He stepped up onto
the platform. 2. to increase the quantity
of something � The company wants to
step up production to 2,000 units a day.

stepbrotherstepbrother /stepbr�ðə/ noun the son
of a stepfather or stepmother
step-by-stepstep-by-step /�step ba step/ adj grad-
ual � a step-by-step process
stepchildstepchild /step |�tʃald/ (plural stepchil-
dren) noun a stepdaughter or stepson
stepdaughterstepdaughter /stepdɔ
tə/ noun the
daughter of a wife or husband from another
marriage
stepfatherstepfather /stepfɑ
ðə/ noun the hus-
band of a mother, who is not a person’s fa-
ther
stepladderstepladder /stepl�də/ noun a small
ladder in two parts, hinged together, which
is steady when opened up and does not
need to lean on anything
stepmotherstepmother /stepm�ðə/ noun the wife
of a father, who is not a person’s mother
stepping-stonestepping-stone /stepŋ stəυn/ noun 1.
one of a series of large stones placed to al-
low you to cross a stream � I lost my bal-
ance going over the stepping-stones. 2. a
useful stage in your career � Working in
head office is a useful stepping-stone to be-
coming a manager.
stepsisterstepsister /stepsstə/ noun the daugh-
ter of a stepfather or stepmother
stepsonstepson /steps�n/ noun the son of a
wife or husband from another marriage
stereo

� stereo /steriəυ/ noun a machine
which plays music or other sound through
two different loudspeakers � I bought a
new pair of speakers for my stereo. � in
stereo using two speakers to produce
sound
stereotypestereotype /steriətap/ noun a pattern
for a certain type of person
sterilesterile /steral/ adj 1. free from infec-
tious organisms � She put a sterile dressing
on the wound. 2. infertile, not able to pro-
duce offspring � The flowers on some
plants are sterile. 3. not producing any use-
ful results � They engaged in a sterile de-
bate about human rights.
sterilisesterilise /sterlaz/ (sterilises, sterilis-
ing, sterilised), sterilize (sterilizes, steri-
lizing, sterilized) verb 1. to make some-
thing sterile by killing infectious organ-
isms � Surgical instruments must be
sterilised before used. � The soil needs to
be sterilised before being used for green-
house cultivation. 2. to make a person una-
ble to have children � A vasectomy is a sur-
gical operation to sterilise men.
sterilitysterility /ste |rlti/ noun being unable to
produce offspring � Increased sterility has
been found in men living near the nuclear
site.
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sterlingsterling /st#
lŋ/ noun British currency
� The prices are quoted in sterling.
sternstern /st#
n/ adj serious and strict � The
judge addressed some stern words to the
boys.
steroidsteroid /stərɔd/ noun 1. one of several
natural chemical compounds which affect
the body and its functions 2. a synthetic
chemical used to treat some disorders and
also used by some athletes to improve their
strength � The random sample of urine ob-
tained from the athlete proved that he had
been taking steroids. � She was banned
from competing after tests showed that she
had taken steroids.
stethoscopestethoscope /steθəskəυp/ noun an in-
strument consisting of a tube with a metal
disc at one end and two parts that go in the
ears at the other, used by doctors to listen
to sounds made inside the body by organs
such as the heart or lungs
stewstew /stju
/ noun a dish of meat and veg-
etables cooked together for a long time �

This lamb stew is a French recipe. � verb
(stews, stewing, stewed) to cook food for
a long time in liquid � Stew the apples until
they are completely soft.
stewardsteward /stju
əd/ noun 1. a man who
looks after passengers, and serves meals or
drinks on a ship, aircraft, train or in a club
� The steward served us tea on deck. 2. a
person who organises public events such as
races etc. � The stewards will inspect the
course to see if the race can go ahead.
stewardessstewardess /�stju
ə|des/ noun a woman
who looks after passengers and serves food
and drinks on a ship or aircraft (dated)
stick

� stick /stk/ noun 1. a thin piece of wood
� He jabbed a pointed stick into the hole. �
I need a strong stick to tie this plant to. 2. a
thin branch of a tree 3. anything long and
thin � carrots cut into sticks � verb (sticks,
sticking, stuck) 1. to attach something
somewhere firmly, especially with glue
[~on/~together] � She stuck the stamp on
the letter. � Can you stick the pieces of the
cup together again? 2. to be fixed or not to
be able to move [~to/~in] � Some of the
sauce stuck to the pan. � The car was stuck
in the mud. � The door sticks – you need to
push it hard to open it. � He was stuck in
Italy without any money. 3. to push some-
thing into something [~in/into] � He stuck
his hand into the hole. � She stuck her fin-
ger in the jam to taste it. 4. to stay in a place
[~to] � Stick close to your mother and you
won’t get lost. 5. to put up with � I don’t
know how she can stick working in that of-

fice. � I’m going, I can’t stick it here any
longer. � to stick together to stay together
� If we stick together they should let us into
the club.

stick out phrasal verb 1. to push some-
thing out 2. to be further forward or fur-
ther away from something � Your wallet
is sticking out of your pocket. � The bal-
cony sticks out over the road.
stick up phrasal verb 1. to be further up
above a surface or to extend beyond a
surface � The aerial sticks up above the
roof of the car. 2. to attach something to
something such as a wall or noticeboard
for people to see � She stuck up a notice
about the village fête. � to stick up for
someone or something to defend some-
one or something against criticism � He
stuck up for his rights and in the end won
the case. � Will you stick up for me if I get
into trouble at school?

sticker

� sticker /stkə/ noun a small piece of
paper or plastic which you can stick on
something to show a price, as a decoration
or to advertise something
sticklerstickler /stklə/ noun someone who in-
sists on the correctness of details
sticky

� sticky /stki/ adj 1. covered with
something which sticks like glue � My fin-
gers are all sticky. � This stuff is terribly
sticky – I can’t get it off my fingers. 2. with
glue on one side so that it sticks easily
stiff

� stiff /stf/ adj 1. which does not move
easily � The lock is very stiff – I can’t turn
the key. � I’ve got a stiff neck. � She was
feeling stiff all over after running in the
race. 2. with hard bristles � You need a stiff
brush to get the mud off your shoes.
stiffenstiffen /stf(ə)n/ (stiffens, stiffening,
stiffened) verb 1. to become or make stiff
2. to become cautious or unfriendly 3. (of
wind) to become stronger 4. to make
stronger � The TV broadcasts helped to
stiffen resistance to the government’s new
measures.
stiffnessstiffness /stfnəs/ noun 1. having mus-
cle pains after doing exercise, or being un-
able to move easily because of damaged
joints � Arthritis accompanied by a certain
amount of stiffness in the joints. 2. the qual-
ity of being stiff � The stiffness of the ma-
terial makes it unsuitable for a dress.
stiflestifle /staf(ə)l/ (stifles, stifling, stifled)
verb 1. to make someone not able to
breathe, not to be able to breathe because
of heat or smoke � The firemen were al-
most stifled by the toxic gas. 2. to prevent
something � The plan of the authorities is
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to stifle any protests before they start. � to
stifle a yawn to try to prevent yourself
from yawning � He had difficulty in stifling
a yawn.
stiflingstifling /staf(ə)lŋ/ adj extremely hot �
He stepped off the plane into the stifling
heat of the Louisiana sunshine.
stigmastigma /st(mə/ noun 1. a feeling of
shame 2. a part of the female organ of a
flower that forms seeds after receiving pol-
len
still

� still /stl/ adj not moving � Stand still
while I take the photo. � There was no
wind, and the surface of the lake was com-
pletely still. � adv 1. continuing until now
or until then � I thought he had left, but I
see he’s still there. � They came for lunch
and were still sitting at the table at eight
o’clock in the evening. � Weeks afterwards,
they’re still talking about the accident. 2. in
spite of everything � It wasn’t sunny for the
picnic – still, it didn’t rain. � He still insist-
ed on going on holiday even though he had
broken his leg.
still lifestill life /stl laf/ (plural still lifes) noun
a painting of objects such as fruit, bottles,
flowers or food
stiltedstilted /stltd/ adj forced and unnatural
stimulantstimulant /stmjυlənt/ noun 1. a sub-
stance which makes the body function fast-
er � Caffeine is a stimulant. 2. something
which encourages more activity � Tax cuts
should act as a stimulant to the economy.
stimulatestimulate /stmjυlet/ (stimulates,
stimulating, stimulated) verb to encourage
someone or an organ to be more active
(NOTE: + stimulation n)
stimulatingstimulating /stmjυletŋ/ adj causing
interest, excitement or enthusiasm
stimulusstimulus /stmjυləs/ (plural stimuli)
noun an encouragement or incentive that
leads to greater activity
sting

� sting /stŋ/ noun a wound made by an
insect or plant � Bee stings can be very
painful. � Have you anything for wasp
stings? � verb (stings, stinging, stung) 1.
to wound someone with an insect’s or
plant’s sting � I’ve been stung by a wasp. �
The plants stung her bare legs. 2. to give a
burning feeling � The antiseptic may sting
a little at first.
stingystingy /stnd�i/ adj not very generous
(informal)
stink

� stink /stŋk/ (informal) noun a very un-
pleasant smell � the stink of cigarette
smoke � verb (stinks, stinking, stank or
stunk, stunk) to have a nasty smell � The
office stinks of gas.

stintstint /stnt/ noun a period of working �

It’s your turn to help now, I’ve done my
stint. � She had a long stint as a sister in a
London hospital.
stipulatestipulate /stpjυlet/ (stipulates, stipu-
lating, stipulated) verb to insist, to make it
a condition that (NOTE: + stipulation n)
stir

� stir /st#
/ (stirs, stirring, stirred) verb
to move a liquid or powder or something
which is cooking, to mix it up � He was
stirring the sugar into his coffee. � Keep
stirring the porridge, or it will stick to the
bottom of the pan.

stir up� phrasal verb to encourage
strong emotions or reactions � The fans
came with the deliberate intention of stir-
ring up trouble.

stir-frystir-fry /st#
 fra/ verb to cook vegeta-
bles or meat quickly in hot oil, while con-
tinuously stirring � Stir-fry the vegetables
separately, not all together. (NOTE: + stir-
fry n)
stirringstirring /st#
rŋ/ adj making you feel
strong emotions, especially pride or enthu-
siasm
stirrupstirrup /strəp/ noun a metal loop hang-
ing from the saddle into which a rider puts
his foot
stitch

� stitch /sttʃ/ noun 1. a little loop of
thread made with a needle in sewing or
with knitting needles when knitting � She
used very small stitches in her embroidery.
� Very fine wool will give you more stitches
than in the pattern. 2. a small loop of
thread used by a surgeon to attach the sides
of a wound together to help it to heal � She
had three stitches in her arm. � Come back
in ten days’ time to have the stitches re-
moved. � verb (stitches, stitching,
stitched) to attach something with a needle
and thread � She stitched the badge to his
jacket.
stock

� stock /stɒk/ noun 1. a supply of some-
thing kept to use when needed � I keep a
good stock of printing paper at home. �

Our stocks of food are running low. 2. a liq-
uid made from boiling bones in water, used
as a base for soups and sauces � Fry the on-
ions and pour in some chicken stock. � verb
(stocks, stocking, stocked) to keep goods
for sale in a shop or warehouse � They
don’t stock this book. � We try to stock the
most popular colours.

stock up phrasal verb to buy supplies for
use in the future

stockadestockade /stɒ|ked/ noun a strong fence
made of thick upright poles
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stockbrokerstockbroker /stɒkbrəυkə/ noun a per-
son who buys or sells shares for clients
stockingstocking /stɒkŋ/ noun a long light
piece of women’s clothing which covers all
of a leg and foot
stockiststockist /stɒkst/ noun a person or shop
which stocks a certain product
stock marketstock market /stɒk �mɑ
kt/ noun a
place where shares are bought and sold
stockpilestockpile /stɒkpal/ (stockpiles, stock-
piling, stockpiled) verb to collect large
supplies of something that you will need in
the future � We started to stockpile raw
materials in case there was a rail strike.
(NOTE: + stockpile n)
stocktakingstocktaking /stɒktekŋ/ noun count-
ing and listing the existing stock in a shop
or business
stockystocky /stɒki/ (stockier, stockiest) adj
with large shoulders, a strong body and
short, strong legs
stodgystodgy /stɒd�i/ (stodgier, stodgiest)
adj (of food ) heavy and filling
stoicalstoical /stəυk(ə)l/ adj accepting what
happens without complaining
stokestoke /stəυk/ (stokes, stoking, stoked)
verb to put wood or coal into a fire
stolestole /stəυl/ past tense of steal
stolen

� stolen /stəυlən/ past participle of
steal
stolidstolid /stɒld/ adj serious, not easily ex-
cited
stomach

� stomach /st�mək/ noun 1. a part of
the body shaped like a bag, into which food
passes after being swallowed and where it
continues to be digested � I don’t want an-
ything to eat – my stomach’s upset or I
have a stomach upset. � He has had stom-
ach trouble for some time. 2. the front of
your body between your chest and your
waist � He had been kicked in the stomach.
stomach achestomach ache /st�mək ek/ noun a
pain in the abdomen
stompstomp /stɒmp/ (stomps, stomping,
stomped) verb to walk with heavy steps
stone

� stone /stəυn/ noun 1. a very hard ma-
terial, found in the earth, used for building
� All the houses in the town are built in the
local grey stone. � The stone carvings in
the old church date from the 15th century.
� Stone floors can be very cold. (NOTE: no
plural: some stone, a piece of stone, a block
of stone) 2. a small piece of stone � The
children were playing at throwing stones
into the pond. � The beach isn’t good for
bathing as it’s covered with very sharp
stones. 3. a British measure of weight

equal to 14 pounds or 6.35 kilograms �

She’s trying to lose weight and so far has
lost a stone and a half. � He weighs twelve
stone ten (i.e. 12 stone 10 pounds). (NOTE:
no plural in this sense: He weighs ten stone.
In the USA, human body weight is always
given only in pounds.)
stonedstoned /stəυnd/ adj 1. (of fruit) with the
stone removed � We only buy stoned olives.
2. high on drugs (informal) � He was com-
pletely stoned when I met him.
stonystony /stəυni/ adj made of lots of stones
� They walked carefully across the stony
beach.
stood

� stood /stυd/ past tense and past parti-
ciple of stand
stool

� stool /stu
l/ noun a small seat with no
back � When the little girl sat on the piano
stool her feet didn’t touch the floor. � foot-
stool
stoopstoop /stu
p/ (stoops, stooping,
stooped) verb to bend forward
stop

� stop /stɒp/ verb (stops, stopping,
stopped) 1. not to move any more, e.g. in
order to let people get on or off [~at] � The
motorcycle didn’t stop at the red light. �
This train stops at all stations to London
Waterloo. � The bus went right past with-
out stopping. 2. to make something not
move any more � The policeman stopped
the traffic to let the lorry back out of the ga-
rage. � Stop that boy! – he’s stolen my
purse. 3. not to do something any more �
The office clock has stopped at 4.15. � At
last it stopped raining and we could go out.
� She spoke for two hours without stop-
ping. � We all stopped work and went
home. � The restaurant stops serving
meals at midnight. 4. � to stop someone or
something (from) doing something to
make someone or something not do some-
thing any more � The rain stopped us from
having a picnic. � How can the police stop
people stealing cars? � Can’t you stop the
children from making such a noise? � The
plumber couldn’t stop the tap dripping. 5.
to stay as a visitor in a place [~in] � They
stopped for a few days in Paris. � noun 1.
the end of something, especially of move-
ment � The police want to put a stop to car
crimes. � to come to a stop or a full stop
to stop moving or continuing � The car
rolled on without the driver, and finally
came to a stop at the bottom of the hill. �
All the building work came to a stop when
the money ran out. 2. a place where you
break a journey � We’ll make a stop at the
next service station. 3. a place where a bus
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or train lets passengers get on or off � We
have been waiting at the bus stop for twen-
ty minutes. � There are six stops between
here and Marble Arch.

stop by phrasal verb to visit someone for
a short time
stop off phrasal verb to stop for a time in
a place before going on with your jour-
ney

stopgapstopgap /stɒp(�p/ noun something
used for a short time, while waiting for
something better to be found
stoplightstoplight /stɒp|�lat/ noun US a traffic
light
stop overstop over /�stɒp əυvə/ verb to spend a
night in a place on a long journey � We’ll
stop over in Rome on the flight to Hong
Kong.
stopoverstopover /stɒpəυvə/ noun a short over-
night stop on a long journey by air
stoppagestoppage /stɒpd�/ noun 1. the action
of stopping something from moving � De-
liveries will be late because of stoppages
on the production line. 2. money taken
from an employee’s wages to pay for insur-
ance and tax
stopperstopper /stɒpə/ noun an object that you
put into the mouth of a bottle or jar to close
it
stopwatchstopwatch /stɒpwɒtʃ/ noun a watch
which can be started and stopped by press-
ing a button, used for timing races
storage

� storage /stɔ
rd�/ noun the act of
keeping something in a store or warehouse
� We put our furniture into storage. � We
don’t have enough storage space in this
house.
store

� store /stɔ
/ noun a shop, usually a big
shop � You can buy shoes in any of the big
stores in town. � Does the store have a food
department? � verb (stores, storing,
stored) 1. to keep food etc. to use later �

We store (away) all our vegetables in the
garden shed. 2. to keep something in a
computer file � We store all our personnel
records on computer.
storey

� storey /stɔ
ri/ noun a whole floor in a
building
storkstork /stɔ
k/ noun a large white bird with
long legs and a long thin red beak
storm

� storm /stɔ
m/ noun a high wind and
very bad weather � Several ships got into
difficulties in the storm. � How many trees
were blown down in last night’s storm?
stormystormy /stɔ
mi/ adj when there are
storms � They are forecasting stormy
weather for the weekend.

story

� story /stɔ
ri/ (plural stories) noun 1. a
description that tells things that did not re-
ally happen but are invented by someone
[~of/about] � The book is the story of two
children during the war. � She writes chil-
dren’s stories about animals. 2. a descrip-
tion that tells what really happened � She
told her story to the journalist.
storytellerstoryteller /stɔ
ritelə/ noun a person
who tells a story
stoutstout /staυt/ adj 1. (of a person) quite fat
� He has become much stouter and has dif-
ficulty going up stairs. 2. (of material )
strong or thick � Take a few sheets of stout
paper. � Find a stout branch to stand on.
stove

� stove /stəυv/ noun a piece of equip-
ment for heating or cooking
stowstow /stəυ/ (stows, stowing, stowed)
verb to put away � He had stowed all the
luggage in the boot of the car.

stow away phrasal verb 1. to put away �
It’s June – time you stowed away your
skis. 2. to travel secretly on a ship or air-
craft without paying the fare � They
found two students stowing away in a
lifeboat.

stowawaystowaway /stəυəwe/ noun a person
who travels secretly on a ship or aircraft
without paying
straddlestraddle /str�d(ə)l/ (straddles, strad-
dling, straddled) verb 1. to stand with legs
apart, on either side of something � He
straddled the ditch. 2. be on both sides of
something � The town straddles the main
highway to the north.
stragglestraggle /str�((ə)l/ (straggles, strag-
gling, straggled) verb 1. to move in various
directions, not in an orderly fashion � After
the flood went down a few people straggled
back to their villages each day. 2. to grow
or lie in various directions � Her hair was
straggling over her face. (NOTE: + straggler
n)
straight

� straight /stret/ adj 1. not curved � a
long straight street � The line isn’t straight.
� She has straight black hair. � Stand up
straight! 2. not sloping � Is the picture
straight? � Your tie isn’t straight. � adv 1.
in a straight line, not curving � The road
goes straight across the plain for two hun-
dred kilometres. � She was sitting straight
in front of you. 2. immediately � Wait for
me here – I’ll come straight back. � If there
is a problem, you should go straight to the
manager. 3. without stopping or changing
� She drank the milk straight out of the bot-
tle. � The cat ran straight across the road
in front of the car. � He looked me straight
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in the face. � The plane flies straight to
Washington.
straightawaystraightaway /�stretə|we/ adv at once
straightenstraighten /stret(ə)n/ (straightens,
straightening, straightened) verb to make
something straight

straighten up phrasal verb 1. to stand
straight after bending � He straightened
up and looked at me. 2. to make some-
thing tidy � I must straighten up my bed-
room before I leave.

straightforward

� straightforward /stret|fɔ
wəd/ adj
easy to understand or carry out � The in-
structions are quite straightforward.
strainstrain /stren/ noun 1. nervous tension
and stress � Can she stand the strain of
working in that office? 2. a variety, breed �
They are trying to find a cure for a new
strain of the flu virus. � verb (strains,
straining, strained) 1. to injure part of
your body by pulling too hard � He
strained a muscle in his back or he strained
his back. � The effort strained his heart. 2.
to make great efforts to do something �
They strained to lift the piano into the van.
3. to pour liquid through a sieve to separate
solids from it
strainedstrained /strend/ adj tense or unfriendly
� Relations between them became
strained.
strainerstrainer /strenə/ noun a kitchen utensil
with metal or nylon mesh, used to separate
solids from a liquid
straitjacketstraitjacket /stretd��kt/, straight-
jacket noun something which prevents you
from acting freely
strandstrand /str�nd/ noun one piece of hair or
thread � Strands of hair kept blowing
across her forehead.
strandedstranded /str�ndd/ adj alone and una-
ble to move
strange

� strange /strend�/ adj 1. not usual �
Something is the matter with the engine –
it’s making a strange noise. � She told
some very strange stories about the firm
she used to work for. � It felt strange to be
sitting in the office on a Saturday after-
noon. � It’s strange that no one spotted the
mistake. 2. which you have never seen be-
fore or where you have never been before �
I find it difficult getting to sleep in a
strange room. � We went to Korea and had
lots of strange food to eat. (NOTE: stranger
– strangest)
stranger

� stranger /strend�ə/ noun 1. a person
whom you have never met [~to] � He’s a
complete stranger to me. � Children are
told not to accept lifts from strangers. 2. a

person in a place where he has never been
before [~to] � He’s a stranger to these
parts. � I can’t tell you how to get to the
post office – I’m a stranger here myself.
stranglestrangle /str�ŋ(əl/ (strangles, stran-
gling, strangled) verb 1. to kill by squeez-
ing the throat so that someone cannot
breathe or swallow � The marks on his
neck showed that he had been strangled. 2.
to slow the development of something �
The company’s expansion is being stran-
gled by lack of funds.
strangleholdstranglehold /str�ŋ(əl |�həυld/ noun
control which prevents you doing what you
want to do
strapstrap /str�p/ noun a long flat piece of
material used to attach something � Can
you do up the strap of my bag for me? � I
put a strap round my suitcase to make it
more secure. � verb (straps, strapping,
strapped) to fasten something with a strap
� He strapped on his rucksack. � The pa-
tient was strapped to a stretcher. � Make
sure the baby is strapped into her seat.
stratastrata /strɑ
tə/ plural of stratum
strategicstrategic /strə |ti
d�k/ adj 1. done with
the intention of achieving a specific aim 2.
attacking an enemy from a long distance �
strategic weapons
strategiststrategist /str�təd�st/ noun someone
who makes business, military or other
plans
strategy

� strategy /str�təd�i/ (plural strate-
gies) noun the decisions you make about
how you are going to do something � Their
strategy is to note which of their rival’s
models sells best and then copy it. � The
government has no long-term strategy for
dealing with crime.
stratumstratum /strɑ
təm/ (plural strata or stra-
tums) noun a layer, especially of rock � As
they dug down, they exposed several strata
of rock.
strawstraw /strɔ
/ noun 1. dry stems and leaves
of crops, used for animals to sleep on �

You’ve been lying on the ground – you’ve
got bits of straw in your hair. � The tractor
picked up bundles of straw and loaded
them onto a truck. 2. a thin plastic tube for
sucking up liquids � She was drinking or-
ange juice through a straw.
strawberrystrawberry /strɔ
b(ə)ri/ (plural straw-
berries) noun a common soft red summer
fruit which grows on low plants
straystray /stre/ verb (strays, straying,
strayed) to move away from the place
where something is expected to be, or from
a subject being discussed � She told the
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children not to stray too far. � noun a pet
animal which is lost or without a home �
We have two female cats at home and they
attract all the strays in the district. � adj 1.
not where it should be � He was killed by a
stray bullet from a sniper. 2. ((of a pet ani-
mal)) lost or without a home � We found a
stray cat and brought it home.
streakstreak /stri
k/ noun 1. a line of colour �

The cloth is blue with streaks of red in it. �
She’s had blonde streaks put in her hair. 2.
a particularly characteristic type of behav-
iour 3. a period when a series of things hap-
pens � I hope our streak of bad luck is com-
ing to an end. � verb (streaks, streaking,
streaked) 1. to go very fast � The rocket
streaked across the sky. 2. to run about na-
ked in public (informal)
stream

� stream /stri
m/ noun 1. a small river �
Can you jump across that stream? 2. things
which pass continuously � Crossing the
road is difficult because of the constant
stream of traffic.
streamerstreamer /stri
mə/ noun a long paper
strip used for decoration
streamingstreaming /stri
mŋ/ noun a method of
sending a continuous stream of data over
the Internet to a computer, providing live
video or sound
streamlinestreamline /stri
mlan/ (streamlines,
streamlining, streamlined) verb 1. to de-
sign a car, plane or boat so that it can move
easily through water or air � The body of
the car was streamlined to make it faster. 2.
to make something more efficient or more
simple � We are trying to streamline the
accounting system.
street

� street /stri
t/ noun 1. a road in a town,
usually with houses on each side � It is dif-
ficult to park in our street on Saturday
mornings. � Her flat is on a noisy street. �
The school is in the next street. 2. used with
names � What’s your office address? – 16
Cambridge Street. � Oxford Street, Bond
Street and Regent Street are the main shop-
ping areas in London. (NOTE: When used in
names, street is usually written St: Oxford
St.)
streetwisestreetwise /stri
twaz/ adj able to deal
with difficult and dangerous situations in a
modern city
strength

� strength /streŋθ/ noun the quality of
being physically strong � She hasn’t got
the strength to lift it. � You should test the
strength of the rope before you start climb-
ing.
strengthen

� strengthen /streŋθ(ə)n/ (strength-
ens, strengthening, strengthened) verb 1.

to make something stronger � The sea wall
is being strengthened to prevent another
flood. � This will only strengthen their de-
termination to oppose the government. �
We are planning to strengthen airport se-
curity. 2. to become stronger � The wind is
strengthening from the south-west.
strenuousstrenuous /strenjuəs/ adj requiring a
lot of physical effort or energy � The doc-
tor has told him to avoid strenuous exer-
cise. � It’s a very strenuous job.
stress

� stress /stres/ noun 1. nervous strain
caused by an outside influence � She’s suf-
fering from stress. � How will he cope with
the stress of working in an office? 2. the
force or pressure on something � Stresses
inside the earth create earthquakes. � verb
(stresses, stressing, stressed) to put em-
phasis on something [~that] � She stressed
that the work must be completed on time. �
I must stress the importance of keeping the
plan secret.
stressedstressed /strest/ adj worried and tense
stressfulstressful /stresf(ə)l/ adj (of a situation)
which causes stress
stress markstress mark /stres mɑ
k/ noun a mark
showing which syllable of a word should
be stressed
stretch

� stretch /stretʃ/ verb (stretches,
stretching, stretched) 1. to spread out for
a great distance � The line of cars stretched
for three miles from the accident. � The
queue stretched from the door of the cine-
ma right round the corner. � White sandy
beaches stretch as far as the eye can see. 2.
to push out your arms or legs as far as they
can � The cat woke up and stretched. 3. to
pull out so that it becomes loose � Don’t
hang your jumper up like that – you will
just stretch it. � These trousers are not sup-
posed to stretch. � noun 1. a long piece of
land, water or road � Stretches of the river
have been so polluted that bathing is dan-
gerous. 2. a long period of time � For long
stretches we had nothing to do. � at a
stretch without a break � He played the pi-
ano for two hours at a stretch. � to stretch
your legs to go for a short walk after sitting
for a long time � In the coffee break I went
out into the garden to stretch my legs.
stretcherstretcher /stretʃə/ noun a folding bed
with handles, on which an injured person
can be carried by two people
strewstrew /stru
/ (strews, strewing, strewed,
strewn) verb to scatter over a wide area
strict

� strict /strkt/ adj 1. which must be
obeyed � I gave strict instructions that no
one was to be allowed in. � The rules are
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very strict and any bad behaviour will be
severely punished. 2. expecting people to
obey rules � Our parents are very strict
with us about staying up late.
strictly

� strictly /strktli/ adv in a strict way �
All staff must follow strictly the procedures
in the training manual.
stridestride /strad/ noun a long step � In three
strides he was across the room and out of
the door. � verb (strides, striding, strode,
stridden) to walk with long steps � He
strode into the room. � We could see him
striding across the field to take shelter from
the rain. � to make great strides to ad-
vance quickly � Researchers have made
great strides in the treatment of asthma. �

to take something in your stride to deal
with something easily � Other people al-
ways seem to have problems, but she just
takes everything in her stride.
stridentstrident /strad(ə)nt/ adj unpleasantly
loud and harsh
strifestrife /straf/ noun trouble between peo-
ple
strike

� strike /strak/ noun the stopping of
work by workers because of lack of agree-
ment with management or because of or-
ders from a trade union � They all voted in
favour of a strike. � A strike was avoided at
the last minute. � verb (strikes, striking,
struck) 1. to stop working because of disa-
greement with management � The workers
are striking in protest against bad working
conditions. 2. to hit something hard � She
struck her head on the low door. � He
struck a match and lit the fire. 3. (of a clock)
to ring to mark an hour � The clock had just
struck one when she heard a noise in the
corridor. 4. to come to someone’s mind � A
thought just struck me. � It suddenly struck
me that I had seen him somewhere before.

strike off phrasal verb to remove a name
from a list because of bad behaviour
strike up phrasal verb to start playing a
piece of music � The band struck up, and
everyone settled in their seats.

strikerstriker /strakə/ noun 1. a worker who is
on strike � Strikers picketed the factory. 2.
a football player whose main task is to
score goals � His pass back to the goal-
keeper was intercepted by the opposition
striker who promptly scored.
striking

� striking /strakŋ/ adj noticeable, un-
usual � She bears a striking resemblance to
the Queen. � It is a very striking portrait of
Winston Churchill.
string

� string /strŋ/ noun 1. a strong thin fibre
used for tying up things such as parcels �

This string isn’t strong enough to tie up
that big parcel. � She bought a ball of
string. � We’ve run out of string. (NOTE: no
plural in this sense: some string; a piece of
string) 2. one of the long pieces of fibre or
wire on a musical instrument which makes
a note when you hit it � a guitar has six
strings � He was playing the violin when
one of the strings broke. 3. one of the
strong pieces of fibre which form the flat
part of a tennis racket � One of the strings
has snapped.

string along phrasal verb 1. to walk
along in a line behind someone � The
teachers walked in front and the children
strung along behind. 2. to promise some-
one something to get him or her to agree
to do what you want � He was just string-
ing her along – he never intended to mar-
ry her, but just wanted to get at her
money.

stringed instrumentstringed instrument /strŋd
�nstrυmənt/ noun a musical instrument
where the notes are played on strings
stringentstringent /strnd�ənt/ adj strict or se-
vere
strip

� strip /strp/ noun a long narrow piece
of something � He tore the paper into
strips. � Houses are to be built along the
strip of land near the church. � verb
(strips, stripping, stripped) to take off
your clothes � Strip to the waist for your
chest X-ray. � He stripped down to his un-
derpants.
stripestripe /strap/ noun a long line of colour
� He has an umbrella with red, white and
blue stripes.
stripperstripper /strpə/ noun a person who per-
forms a striptease
stripteasestriptease /strpti
z/ noun an entertain-
ment where someone takes their clothes off
piece by piece
strivestrive /strav/ (strives, striving, strove,
striven) verb to try very hard to do some-
thing, especially over a long period of time
� Everyone is striving for a solution to the
dispute. � He always strove to do as well as
his brother.
strodestrode /strəυd/ past tense of stride
stroke

� stroke /strəυk/ noun 1. a serious med-
ical condition in which someone suddenly
becomes unconscious because blood has
stopped flowing normally to the brain � He
was paralysed after his stroke. � She had a
stroke and died. 2. the act of hitting some-
thing such as a ball � It took him three
strokes to get the ball onto the green. 3. a
style of swimming � She won the 200m
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breast stroke. � verb (strokes, stroking,
stroked) to run your hands gently over
something or someone � She was stroking
the cat as it sat in her lap.
strollstroll /strəυl/ (strolls, strolling, strolled)
verb to walk slowly as a way of relaxing �

People were strolling in the park. � On
Sunday evenings, everyone strolls along
the boulevard. (NOTE: + stroll n)
strong

� strong /strɒŋ/ adj 1. who has a lot of
strength � I’m not strong enough to carry
that box. 2. which has a lot of force or
strength � The string broke – we need
something stronger. � The wind was so
strong that it blew some tiles off the roof. 3.
having a powerful smell, taste or effect � I
don’t like strong cheese. � You need a cup
of strong black coffee to wake you up. �
There was a strong smell of gas in the
kitchen. � strength
strongholdstronghold /strɒŋhəυld/ noun 1. a
place such as a castle which is difficult for
an enemy to defeat � The enemy strong-
hold finally surrendered. 2. a place which
is famous for something � Rome is re-
nowned as the stronghold of Catholicism.
� The club is a stronghold of male chauvin-
ism.
stronglystrongly /strɒŋli/ adv in a strong way
stroppystroppy /strɒpi/ adj behaving in a rude
and angry way (informal)
strovestrove /strəυv/ past tense of strive
struck

� struck /str�k/ past tense and past par-
ticiple of strike
structural

� structural /str�ktʃ(ə)rəl/ adj refer-
ring to a structure
structure

� structure /str�ktʃə/ noun a building
or something else that is built
struggle

� struggle /str�((ə)l/ noun a fight � Af-
ter a short struggle the burglar was arrest-
ed. � verb (struggles, struggling, strug-
gled) to try hard to do something difficult
[~with/for] � She’s struggling with her
maths homework. � The industry is strug-
gling for survival. � He struggled to carry
all the shopping to the car.
strumstrum /str�m/ (strums, strumming,
strummed) verb to play a stringed instru-
ment by running your fingers across the
strings in an informal way
strutstrut /str�t/ (struts, strutting, strutted)
verb to walk in a proud and important way
� She strutted across the stage to collect
her prize. � He refused to accept their offer
and strutted out of the room.
stubstub /st�b/ noun a small piece left after
something has been used � He walked
along the gutter looking for cigarette stubs.

stubblestubble /st�b(ə)l/ noun 1. short stems
left in the ground after a crop such as wheat
has been cut 2. short hairs which grow on a
man’s chin if he does not shave for several
days � She told him to shave, as she didn’t
like his stubble.
stubbornstubborn /st�bən/ adj determined not
to change your mind � He’s so stubborn –
he only does what he wants to do.
stuckstuck /st�k/ past tense and past participle
of stick
stud

� stud /st�d/ noun 1. a small round piece
of metal jewellery worn in the ear, nose or
elsewhere on the body � She wears a stud
in her nose. 2. a young man who is ex-
tremely sexually attractive (informal) 3. a
nail with a head that stands out above a sur-
face � He had a pattern of studs on his belt.
student

� student /stju
d(ə)nt/ noun a person
who is studying at a college, university or
school � All the science students came to
my lecture. � She’s a brilliant student. �

Two students had to sit the exam again.
studio

� studio /stju
diəυ/ noun 1. a room
where an artist paints � She uses this room
as a studio because of the good light. 2. a
place where things such as films or broad-
casts are made � And now, back to the stu-
dio for the latest news and weather report.
� They spent the whole day recording the
piece in the studio. 3. a very small flat for
one person, usually one room with a small
kitchen and bathroom � You can rent a stu-
dio overlooking the sea for £300 a week in
high season.
studiousstudious /stju
diəs/ adj enjoying study,
spending a lot of time studying
study

� study /st�di/ noun (plural studies) the
work of examining something carefully to
learn more about it [~on/~on] � The review
has published studies on the new drug. �
I’m preparing a study of new production
techniques. � verb (studies, studying,
studied) 1. to learn about a subject at col-
lege or university � I plan to study for a law
degree. � He is studying medicine at uni-
versity. 2. to look at something carefully �

She was studying the guidebook.
stuff

� stuff /st�f/ noun 1. a substance, espe-
cially something unpleasant � You’ve got
some black stuff stuck to your shoe. 2.
equipment or possessions � Dump all your
stuff in the living room. � Take all that stuff
and put it in the dustbin. � All your photo-
graphic stuff is still in the back of my car. �
verb (stuffs, stuffing, stuffed) 1. to push
something into something to fill it � He
stuffed his pockets full of peppermints. �
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The £20 notes were stuffed into a small
plastic wallet. 2. to put small pieces of food
such as bread, meat or herbs inside meat or
vegetables before cooking them � We had
roast veal stuffed with mushrooms.
stuffingstuffing /st�fŋ/ noun 1. a mixture of
small pieces of food such as bread, fat, on-
ions and herbs put inside a chicken, fish or
vegetables before cooking them � I pre-
pared the stuffing for the fish according to
my mother’s recipe. 2. a soft material used
to fill things such as children’s toys or chair
seats � The stuffing’s coming out of this
cushion.
stuffystuffy /st�fi/ (stuffier, stuffiest) adj
without any fresh air � Can’t you open a
window, it’s so stuffy in here?
stumblestumble /st�mbəl/ (stumbles, stum-
bling, stumbled) verb 1. to almost fall by
hitting your foot against something 2. to
make mistakes when reading aloud or
speaking
stumbling blockstumbling block /st�mblŋ blɒk/
noun something which prevents you doing
what you want to do
stumpstump /st�mp/ noun 1. a short piece of
something left sticking up, such as the
main stem of a tree that has been cut down
� After cutting down the trees, we need to
get rid of the stumps. 2. one of the three
sticks placed in the ground in cricket � The
ball hit the stumps and the last man was
out.

stump up phrasal verb to pay money
(informal)

stunstun /st�n/ (stuns, stunning, stunned)
verb 1. to make someone become uncon-
scious with a blow to the head 2. to shock
someone completely � She was stunned
when he told her that he was already mar-
ried.
stungstung /st�ŋ/ past tense of sting
stunkstunk /st�ŋk/ past tense and past partici-
ple of stink
stunningstunning /st�nŋ/ adj impressive, ex-
tremely beautiful
stuntstunt /st�nt/ noun a trick or dangerous
act done to attract attention � Climbing up
the outside of the building was just a pub-
licity stunt. � He’s so fit that he insists on
doing all the stunts in his films himself.
stupendousstupendous /stju
 |pendəs/ adj ex-
tremely unusual, very large or impressive
stupid

� stupid /stju
pd/ adj 1. not very intel-
ligent � What a stupid man! 2. behaving in
a way that is not sensible � It was stupid of
her not to wear a helmet when riding on

her scooter. � He made several stupid mis-
takes.
stuporstupor /stju
pə/ noun the state of being
almost unconscious
sturdysturdy /st#
di/ (sturdier, sturdiest) adj
well made and not easily damaged
stutterstutter /st�tə/ noun a speech problem
where you repeat the sound at the begin-
ning of a word several times � He is taking
therapy to try to cure his stutter. � verb
(stutters, stuttering, stuttered) to repeat
the same sounds when speaking � He stut-
tered badly when making his speech.
stysty /sta/ noun a little building where a pig
is kept. � pigsty
style

� style /stal/ noun 1. a way of doing
something, especially a way of designing,
drawing or writing [~of] � his original style
of painting � The room is decorated in Chi-
nese style. 2. a fashionable way of doing
things � She always dresses with style. �
They live in grand style. � hairstyle
stylisedstylised /stalazd/, stylized adj drawn
or designed in a fixed way that does not
look natural
stylishstylish /stalʃ/ adj attractive and fash-
ionable
stylisticstylistic /sta |lstk/ adj referring to style
in art
suavesuave /swɑ
v/ (suaver, suavest) adj ex-
tremely polite with very good manners,
though often with an unpleasant character
subsub /s�b/ abbr 1. submarine 2. subscrip-
tion 3. substitute
sub-sub- /s�b/ prefix below, under
subcommitteesubcommittee /s�bkəmti/ noun a
small committee which is set up by a main
committee and deals with a specific matter
subconscioussubconscious /s�b |kɒnʃəs/ noun a
part of your mind which has ideas or feel-
ings which you do not realise are there �

Somewhere, deep in his subconscious, was
a feeling of hatred for his family.
subcontinentsubcontinent /s�b |kɒntnənt/ noun a
large mass of land which is a separate part
of a continent
subcontractsubcontract /s�b |�kɒntr�kt/ noun a
contract between the main company man-
aging a whole project and another firm
who will do part of the work
subculturesubculture /s�b |�k�ltʃə/ noun a sepa-
rate social group within a larger culture
subdividesubdivide /�s�bd |vad/ (subdivides,
subdividing, subdivided) verb to divide
up something which has already been di-
vided
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subdivisionsubdivision /s�bdv�(ə)n/ noun the
division of something into smaller parts
subduesubdue /səb|dju
/ (subdues, subduing,
subdued) verb to defeat, to bring under
control
subduedsubdued /səb|dju
d/ adj 1. very quiet,
not excited � The audience was very sub-
dued. 2. not bright, not loud � The room
has been painted in subdued colours. � A
subdued discussion was going on in a far
corner of the restaurant.
subgroupsubgroup /s�b |�(ru
p/ noun a small
separate group within a larger group
subheadingsubheading /s�bhedŋ/ noun a head-
ing used to divide something such as a long
document into smaller sections
subject

� subject /s�bd�kt/ noun 1. the thing
which you are talking about or writing
about � The debate is on the subject of pol-
lution.He suddenly changed the subject of
the conversation. 2. an area of knowledge
which you are studying � Maths is his
weakest subject. � You can take up to five
subjects at ‘A’ Level. 3. � to be the subject
of to be the person or thing talked about or
studied � The painter Chagall will be the
subject of our lecture today. � Advertising
costs are the subject of close examination
by the auditors. 4. (in grammar) a noun or
pronoun which comes before a verb and
shows the person or thing that does the ac-
tion expressed by the verb � In the sentence
‘the cat sat on the mat’ the word ‘cat’ is the
subject of the verb ‘sat’.
subjectivesubjective /səb |d�ektv/ adj seen from
your own point of view, and therefore pos-
sibly influenced by your feelings or beliefs
subject linesubject line /s�bd�kt lan/ noun the
part at the top of an e-mail where the sub-
ject of the message is written
subject mattersubject matter /s�bd�kt �m�tə/
noun the subject dealt with in something
such as a book or TV programme
subjunctivesubjunctive /səb |d��ŋktv/ noun the
form of a verb used to express something
such as a doubt, suggestion or wish
sublimesublime /sə |blam/ (sublimer, sub-
limest) adj impressive, beautiful � the sub-
lime music of Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony
� the sublime sight of snow-capped moun-
tains towering above the lake
submarinesubmarine /�s�bmə|ri
n/ noun a special
type of ship which can travel under water �
The submarine dived before she was spot-
ted by enemy aircraft. � adj under the water
� a submarine pipeline
submergesubmerge /səb |m#
d�/ (submerges,
submerging, submerged) verb 1. to cover

with something, especially with water � At
high tide the rocks are completely sub-
merged. 2. to go under water � The subma-
rine submerged and disappeared from
view.
submissionsubmission /səb |mʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the
state of giving in or having to obey some-
one 2. a piece of evidence, a document or
an argument used in court
submissivesubmissive /səb|msv/ adj (of a per-
son) who obeys all orders, or who gives in
easily
submit

� submit /səb|mt/ (submits, submit-
ting, submitted) verb 1. to put something
forward for someone to examine [~to] �

You are requested to submit your proposal
to the planning committee. 2. to accept that
someone has the power to make you do
something you don’t want to do
subordinatesubordinate /sə |bɔ
dnət/ noun a per-
son who is under the direction of someone
else � His subordinates find him difficult to
work with.
subordinate clausesubordinate clause /sə|�bɔ
dnət
klɔ
z/ noun a clause in a sentence which
depends on the main clause
subpoenasubpoena /sə|pi
nə/ noun a court order
telling someone to appear in court � She
has been served a subpoena to appear in
court next month. (NOTE: + subpoena v)
subscribesubscribe /səb |skrab/ (subscribes,
subscribing, subscribed) verb to give
money to � He subscribes to several char-
ities.
subscriptionsubscription /səb |skrpʃən/ noun 1.
the amount of money which someone pays
to a magazine for a series of issues � Did
you remember to pay the subscription to
the computer magazine? 2. money paid to
a club for a year’s membership � He forgot
to renew his club subscription.
subsectionsubsection /s�b |�sekʃ(ə)n/ noun a divi-
sion of a section such as in a document
subsequentsubsequent /s�bskwənt/ adj which
comes later (formal ) � The rain and the
subsequent flooding disrupted the match. �
All subsequent reports must be sent to me
immediately they arrive.
subsequentlysubsequently /s�bskwəntli/ adv hap-
pening later or following something which
has already happened � I subsequently dis-
covered that there had been a mistake.
subsetsubset /s�b |�set/ noun a mathematical
set whose elements are contained in anoth-
er set
subsidesubside /səb |sad/ (subsides, subsid-
ing, subsided) verb 1. to go down, to be-
come less loud or strong � After the rain-
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storms passed, the flood waters gradually
subsided. � His anger subsided and he be-
gan to try to find out what had happened. �
He waited for the noise to subside before
going on with his speech. 2. (of a piece of
ground or a building) to fall to a lower level
� The office block is subsiding because it is
built on clay.
subsidencesubsidence /s�bsd(ə)ns/ noun (of a
piece of ground or a building) an act of sink-
ing or falling to a lower level
subsidiarysubsidiary /səb|sdiəri/ (plural subsidi-
aries) noun a company which is owned by
a parent company � Most of the profit
comes from subsidiaries in the Far East.
subsidisesubsidise /s�bsdaz/ (subsidises,
subsidising, subsidised), subsidize verb
to help by giving money
subsidysubsidy /s�bsdi/ (plural subsidies)
noun money given to help pay for some-
thing which does not make a profit
subsistsubsist /səb|sst/ (subsists, subsisting,
subsisted) verb 1. to stay alive, to manage
2. to continue to exist (formal) (NOTE: +
subsistence n)
substance

� substance /s�bstəns/ noun a solid
or liquid material, especially one used in
chemistry � A secret substance is added to
the product to give it its yellow colour. �

Toxic substances got into the drinking wa-
ter.
substandardsubstandard /s�b |st�ndəd/ adj not up
to the usual standard
substantial

� substantial /səb|st�nʃəl/ adj 1. large
or important � She was awarded substan-
tial damages. � He received a substantial
sum when he left the company. � A sub-
stantial amount of work remains to be
done. 2. large enough to satisfy someone �
We had a substantial meal at the local pub.
3. solid or strong � This wall is too flimsy,
we need something much more substantial.
substantiallysubstantially /səb |st�nʃəli/ adv 1.
mainly, mostly � Their forecast was sub-
stantially correct. 2. by a large amount �

The cost of raw materials has risen sub-
stantially over the last year.
substantiatesubstantiate /səb |st�nʃiet/ (substan-
tiates, substantiating, substantiated)
verb to prove that something which has
been stated is true
substitute

� substitute /s�bsttju
t/ noun a per-
son or thing that takes the place of some-
one or something else [~for] � This type of
plastic can be used as a substitute for
leather. � The substitute teacher was very
good. � When the goalkeeper was injured
they sent on a substitute. � verb � to substi-

tute something or someone for some-
thing or someone else to put something or
someone in the place of something or
someone else � He secretly substituted the
fake diamond for the real one. � to substi-
tute for someone to replace someone �

Who will be substituting for the sales man-
ager when she’s away on holiday?
substitutionsubstitution /�s�bst |tju
ʃ(ə)n/ noun
the act of substituting someone or some-
thing for someone or something else
subsumesubsume /səb |sju
m/ (subsumes, sub-
suming, subsumed) verb to include some-
thing in a larger group or set (formal)
subterfugesubterfuge /s�btəfju
d�/ noun a trick
or clever way of doing something
subterraneansubterranean /�s�btə |reniən/ adj un-
der the ground
subtitlesubtitle /s�btat(ə)l/ noun a translation
of the words spoken in a film which are
shown at the bottom of the screen
subtlesubtle /s�t(ə)l/ (subtler, subtlest) adj 1.
not obvious or easily seen � There’s a sub-
tle difference between the two political
parties. 2. complicated or delicate � a
sauce with a subtle taste of lemon � A sub-
tler shade would be better than that bright
colour.
subtletysubtlety /s�t(ə)lti/ noun careful thought
processes which are difficult to explain
subtractsubtract /səb|tr�kt/ (subtracts, sub-
tracting, subtracted) verb to take one
number away from another (NOTE: Sub-
tracting is usually shown by the minus sign
– : 10 – 4 = 6: say ‘ten subtract four equals
six’.)
subtractionsubtraction /səb|tr�kʃən/ noun the act
of subtracting one number from another
suburbsuburb /s�b#
b/ noun an area on the
edge of a town where there are houses and
shops but not usually factories or other
large industries
suburbansuburban /sə |b#
bən/ adj referring to
the suburbs
suburbiasuburbia /sə |b#
biə/ noun the middle-
class suburban districts around a city
subversivesubversive /səb |v#
sv/ adj acting se-
cretly against the government or people in
authority � The police are investigating
subversive elements in the student organi-
sations.
subvertsubvert /səb|v#
t/ (subverts, subvert-
ing, subverted) verb to make something
such as a system fail, or to damage or de-
stroy the existing political system (NOTE: +
subversion n)
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subwaysubway /s�bwe/ noun 1. an under-
ground passage along which people can
walk, e.g. so that they do not have to cross
a busy road � There’s a subway from the
bus station to the shopping centre. 2. US an
underground railway system � the New
York subway � It will be quicker to take the
subway to Grand Central Station. (NOTE:
The London equivalent is the tube or Un-
derground.)
sub-zerosub-zero /s�b zərəυ/ adj below zero
degrees in temperature
succeed

� succeed /sək|si
d/ (succeeds, suc-
ceeding, succeeded) verb to do well in a
particular activity [~in] � We hope you suc-
ceed in your chosen career. � His business
succeeded better than he expected.
success

� success /sək|ses/ noun 1. the fact that
you achieve what you have been trying to
do � She’s been looking for a job in a li-
brary, but without any success so far. 2. the
fact that something or someone does well �
the success of the car in the Japanese mar-
ket � Her photo was in the newspapers af-
ter her Olympic success.
successful

� successful /sək|sesf(ə)l/ adj who or
which does well � He’s a successful busi-
ness man. � She’s very successful at hiding
her real age. � Their trip to German proved
successful.
successfully

� successfully /sək|sesf(ə)li/ adv
achieving what was intended
successionsuccession /sək|seʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a se-
ries of the same type of thing � I had a suc-
cession of phone calls from my relatives. �
in succession one after the other � Three
people in succession have asked me the
same question. � He won the title five times
in succession. 2. taking a property or a title
from someone who has died � The ques-
tion of the succession to the throne is often
mentioned in the newspapers.
successivesuccessive /sək |sesv/ adj which come
one after the other
successorsuccessor /sək |sesə/ noun a person
who takes over from someone
success storysuccess story /s�k|ses �stɔ
ri/ noun a
person or something such as an invention
that has been a great success
succinctsuccinct /sək |sŋkt/ adj exact, not using
many words
succumbsuccumb /sə|k�m/ (succumbs, suc-
cumbing, succumbed) verb (formal) 1. to
accept defeat 2. to die from an illness or in-
jury [~to] � The heroine of the book suc-
cumbed to tuberculosis.
such

� such /s�tʃ/ adj 1. of this type � The po-
lice are looking for such things as drugs or

stolen goods. 2. very; so much � There was
such a crowd at the party that there weren’t
enough chairs to go round. � It’s such a
shame that she’s ill and has to miss her sis-
ter’s wedding. � such as used for giving an
example � Some shops such as food stores
are open on Sundays. � no such (person
or thing) a person or thing like that is not
in existence � There is no such day as April
31st. � Someone was asking for a Mr Simp-
son but there is no such person working
here.
suck

� suck /s�k/ (sucks, sucking, sucked)
verb 1. to hold something with your mouth
and pull at it with your tongue � The baby
didn’t stop sucking his thumb until he was
six. 2. to have something in your mouth
which makes your mouth produce water �
He bought a bag of sweets to suck in the
car.
suckersucker /s�kə/ noun 1. a part of an animal
which sticks to a surface by sucking � An
octopus has rows of suckers on its arms. 2.
a little plastic cup which sticks to a surface
by suction � Some hooks can be glued to
the wall, others stick with suckers. 3. a per-
son who is easily tricked into doing some-
thing 4. a person who cannot resist some-
thing � He’s a sucker for chocolate des-
serts. � He’s a sucker for any pretty girl. 5.
(of a plant) a shoot which comes from the
bottom of the stem or from a root � You
need to cut all those suckers off the roses.
suctionsuction /s�kʃən/ noun the action of
sucking out air, so that two surfaces stick
together
sudden

� sudden /s�d(ə)n/ adj which happens
very quickly or unexpectedly � The sudden
change in the weather caught us unpre-
pared. � The bus came to a sudden stop. �
His decision to go to Canada was very sud-
den. � all of a sudden suddenly � All of a
sudden the room went dark.
suddenly

� suddenly /s�d(ə)nli/ adv quickly and
giving you a shock � The car in front
stopped suddenly and I ran into the back of
it. � Suddenly the room went dark. � She
suddenly realised it was already five
o’clock.
suesue /sju
/ (sues, suing, sued) verb to take
someone to court, to start a legal case
against someone to get payment for the
harm or damage they have caused
suedesuede /swed/ noun leather with a soft
surface that looks like velvet
suetsuet /su
t/ noun the hard fat from
around an animal’s kidneys, used in cook-
ing
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suffer

� suffer /s�fə/ (suffers, suffering, suf-
fered) verb 1. to receive an injury � He suf-
fered multiple injuries in the accident. 2. �
to suffer from something to have an ill-
ness or a fault � She suffers from arthritis.
� The company’s products suffer from bad
design. � Our car suffers from a tendency
to overheat.
sufferersufferer /s�fərə/ noun a person who has
a particular disease
sufferingsuffering /s�f(ə)rŋ/ noun feeling pain
over a long period of time
sufficesuffice /sə |fas/ (suffices, sufficing, suf-
ficed) verb to be enough (formal )
sufficient

� sufficient /sə |fʃ(ə)nt/ adj as much as
is needed � Does she have sufficient funds
to pay for her trip? � There isn’t sufficient
room to put the big sofa in here. � Allow
yourself sufficient time to get to the airport.
� self-sufficient
suffixsuffix /s�fks/ noun letters added to the
end of a word to make another word. Com-
pare prefix
suffocatesuffocate /s�fəket/ (suffocates, suf-
focating, suffocated) verb 1. to make
someone stop breathing by cutting off the
supply of air, or to die from lack of air to
breathe � She was accused of suffocating
the baby. � The family suffocated in the
smoke-filled room. 2. to be uncomfortable
because of heat and lack of air (informal) �
We’re suffocating in this little room. (NOTE:
+ suffocation n)
suffragesuffrage /s�frd�/ noun a right to vote in
elections
sugar

� sugar /ʃυ(ə/ noun a substance that
you use to make food sweet � How much
sugar do you take in your tea? � A spoonful
of sugar will be enough. � Can you pass me
the sugar, please?
suggest

� suggest /sə |d�est/ (suggests, sug-
gesting, suggested) verb to mention an
idea to see what other people think of it
[~(that)/~what/why/where etc] � The chair-
man suggested that the next meeting
should be held in October. � What does he
suggest we do in this case? � I suggested a
visit to the museum.
suggestion

� suggestion /sə |d�estʃən/ noun an
idea that you mention for people to think
about [~for] � Do you have any suggestions
for how we could improve things? � Whose
suggestion was it that we should go out in
a boat? � I bought those shares at the
stockbroker’s suggestion.
suggestivesuggestive /sə |d�estv/ adj 1. relating
to sex � He sang some very suggestive
songs. 2. suggestive of suggesting some-

thing [~of] � The music is suggestive of a
calm evening in the country.
suicidalsuicidal /�su
 |sad(ə)l/ adj wanting to
kill yourself � He has suicidal tendencies.
� After her son’s death she became suicid-
al.
suicidesuicide /su
sad/ noun 1. the act of kill-
ing yourself � Whether her death was mur-
der or suicide is not yet known. � to com-
mit suicide to kill yourself � He killed his
two children and then committed suicide.
2. a person who has killed himself
suicide notesuicide note /su
sad nəυt/ noun a
letter left by someone who has committed
suicide
suit

� suit /su
t/ noun 1. a set of pieces of
clothing made of the same cloth and worn
together, e.g. a jacket and trousers or skirt
� A dark grey suit will be just right for the
interview. � The pale blue suit she was
wearing was very chic. 2. one of the four
sets of cards with the same symbol in a
pack of cards � Clubs and spades are the
two black suits and hearts and diamonds
are the two red suits. � verb (suits, suiting,
suited) 1. to look good when worn by
someone � Green usually suits people with
red hair. � That hat doesn’t suit her. 2. to be
convenient for someone � He’ll only do it
when it suits him to do it. � Thursday at 11
o’clock will suit me fine. � suit yourself do
what you want
suitabilitysuitability /�su
tə|blti/ noun the degree
to which someone or something is suitable
suitable

� suitable /su
təb(ə)l/ adj which fits or
which is convenient � I’m looking for a
suitable present � We advertised the job
again because there were no suitable can-
didates. � A blue dress would be more suit-
able for an interview.
suitcase

� suitcase /su
tkes/ noun a box with a
handle which you carry your clothes in
when you are travelling
suitesuite /swi
t/ noun 1. a set of rooms, espe-
cially expensive rooms � Their offices are
in a suite of rooms on the eleventh floor. �
They booked a suite at the Savoy Hotel. 2.
a set of pieces of furniture
suitorsuitor /su
tə/ noun a person who wants
to marry a girl (old)
sulksulk /s�lk/ (sulks, sulking, sulked) verb
to show you are annoyed by not saying an-
ything � They’re sulking because we didn’t
invite them.
sulkysulky /s�lki/ (sulkier, sulkiest) adj show-
ing that you are annoyed
sullensullen /s�lən/ adj silent and sulky
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sulphursulphur /s�lfə/ noun a non-metallic ele-
ment, which is usually found in the form of
yellow powder, and smells of rotten eggs
(NOTE: The US or technical spelling is sul-
fur.)
sulphur dioxidesulphur dioxide /�s�lfə da |ɒksad/
noun a colourless gas which has a strong
unpleasant smell and causes serious air
pollution (NOTE: The US or technical spell-
ing is sulfur dioxide.)
sultansultan /s�ltən/ noun a Muslim prince
sultanasultana /s�l |tɑ
nə/ noun a type of pale
seedless raisin. Compare currant, raisin
sultrysultry /s�ltri/ (sultrier, sultriest) adj 1.
(of weather) hot and making you feel un-
comfortably sticky � A massive thunder-
storm brought the sultry weather to an end.
2. attractive in a dark and passionate way �
Her sultry good looks attracted the eye of
her boss.
sum

� sum /s�m/ noun 1. a quantity of money
� A large sum of money was stolen from his
safe. � We are owed the sum of £500. � He
only paid a small sum for the car. 2. a sim-
ple problem in arithmetic � She tried to do
the sum in her head. 3. the total of two or
more numbers added together � The sum of
all four sides will give you the perimeter of
the field.

sum up phrasal verb 1. to make a summa-
ry of what has been said � I’d just like to
sum up what has been said so far. � Can
you sum up the most important points in
the speech for me? 2. (of a judge) to speak
at the end of a trial and go over all the ev-
idence and arguments for the benefit of
the jury � I was surprised the judge did
not mention that when he summed up.

summarilysummarily /s�mərli/ adv immediately
and without discussion or attention to the
usual way of doing things
summarise

� summarise /s�məraz/ (summaris-
es, summarising, summarised), summa-
rize verb to make a short account of what
has happened or what has been said
summarysummary /s�məri/ noun a short de-
scription of what has been said or written,
or of what happened, without giving all the
details � She gave a summary of what hap-
pened at the meeting. � Here’s a summary
of the book in case you don’t have time to
read it.
summer

� summer /s�mə/ noun the hottest sea-
son of the year, between spring and autumn
� Next summer we are going to Greece. �
The summer in Australia coincides with
our winter here in England. � I haven’t any

summer clothes – it’s never hot enough
here.
summer campsummer camp /s�mə k�mp/ noun a
place where children go for a holiday with-
out their parents in the summer, usually in
the country
summer holidaysummer holiday /�s�mə hɒlde/
noun a holiday which you have in the sum-
mer (NOTE: The US term is summer vaca-
tion.)
summer schoolsummer school /s�mə sku
l/ noun
classes held at a school, college or univer-
sity during the summer holiday
summertimesummertime /s�mətam/ noun the
time of year when it is summer
summit

� summit /s�mt/ noun the top of a
mountain � It took us three hour’s hard
climbing to reach the summit.
summonsummon /s�mən/ (summons, sum-
moning, summoned) verb to tell people to
come to a meeting (formal) � The president
summoned a meeting of the supreme coun-
cil. � She was summoned to appear before
the committee.
summonssummons /s�mənz/ noun 1. an official
order to go to see someone � He received a
summons to see the president. 2. an official
order or document telling someone to ap-
pear in court to be tried for a criminal of-
fence or to defend a civil action � He threw
away the summons and went on holiday to
Spain.
sumosumo /su
məυ/ noun a Japanese style of
wrestling, where two very large wrestlers
try to throw each other out of a ring
sumptuoussumptuous /s�mptʃuəs/ adj very ex-
pensive or impressive
sun

� sun /s�n/ noun 1. a very bright star
round which the earth travels and which
gives light and heat � The sun was just ris-
ing when I got up. � I’ll try taking a photo-
graph now that the sun’s come out. 2. the
light from the sun � I’d prefer a table out
of the sun. � She spent her whole holiday
just sitting in the sun.
sunbathesunbathe /s�nbeð/ (sunbathes, sun-
bathing, sunbathed) verb to lie in the sun
to get your skin brown (NOTE: + sunbather
n)
sunbedsunbed /s�n |�bed/ noun 1. a piece of
equipment which you use to make your
skin look brown by means of ultraviolet
light 2. a piece of furniture on which you
lie in the sun
sunburnsunburn /s�nb#
n/ noun damage to the
skin caused by being in the sun for too long
sunburntsunburnt /s�nb#
nt/ adj (of the skin)
damaged or made red by the sun
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Sunday

� Sunday /s�nde/ noun the seventh
day of the week, the day between Saturday
and Monday � Last Sunday we went on a
picnic. � Most shops are now open on Sun-
days. � Can we fix a lunch for next Sun-
day? � The 15th is a Saturday, so the 16th
must be a Sunday. � Today is Sunday, No-
vember 19th.
Sunday schoolSunday school /s�nde sku
l/ noun
classes held on a Sunday, where children
are taught about the Christian religion
sundialsundial /s�ndaəl/ noun a type of out-
door clock with a central piece whose
shadow points to the time when the sun
shines on it
sundownsundown /s�ndaυn/ noun the time
when the sun goes down in the evening
sundrysundry /s�ndri/ adj various � The tour-
ists made sundry purchases in the market.
sunflowersunflower /s�nflaυə/ noun a very large
yellow flower on a very tall stem
sungsung /s�ŋ/ past participle of sing
sunglasses

� sunglasses /s�n(lɑ
sz/ plural noun
dark glasses worn to protect your eyes
from the sun � I always wear sunglasses
when I’m driving.
sunksunk /s�ŋk/ past participle of sink
sunlight

� sunlight /s�nlat/ noun the light
which comes from the sun (NOTE: no plural)
sunlitsunlit /s�nlt/ adj bright with the light of
the sun
SunniSunni /sυni/ noun 1. one of the main
branches of Islam 2. a member of the Sunni
branch of Islam
sunny

� sunny /s�ni/ adj 1. with the sun shin-
ing � Another sunny day! � They forecast
that it will be sunny this afternoon. 2.
where the sun often shines � We live on the
sunny side of the street. � Their sitting
room is bright and sunny, but the dining
room is dark.
sunrisesunrise /s�nraz/ noun the time when
the sun comes up in the morning
sunroofsunroof /s�nru
f/ noun a part of the roof
of a car which opens to let in light and air
sunscreensunscreen /s�nskri
n/ noun a cream
which you put on your skin to prevent sun-
burn
sunsetsunset /s�nset/ noun the time when the
sun goes down in the evening
sunshine

� sunshine /s�nʃan/ noun a pleasant
light from the sun (NOTE: no plural)
suntansuntan /s�nt�n/ noun the brown colour
of skin caused by sunlight
supersuper /su
pə/ adj very good (dated)
superbsuperb /sυ|p#
b/ adj extremely good

supercomputersupercomputer /�su
pəkəm|pju
tə/
noun a high-speed computer
superficial

� superficial /�su
pə |fʃ(ə)l/ adj 1. af-
fecting only the top surface � The damage
was only superficial. � She had a few su-
perficial cuts on her skin but nothing seri-
ous. 2. dealing only with the most obvious
and simple matters � I can’t answer your
question because I only have a very super-
ficial knowledge of the subject. 3. not seri-
ous or important � My brother and I only
discuss superficial topics like the weather
and sport. � He’s very superficial, you
can’t have a serious conversation with
him.
superfluoussuperfluous /su
|p#
fluəs/ adj which is
more than is needed; not necessary, not
needed
superhumansuperhuman /�su
pə|hju
mən/ adj be-
yond what humans are usually able to do,
or having unusually great abilities
superimposesuperimpose /�su
pərm |pəυz/ (su-
perimposes, superimposing, superim-
posed) verb to lay one picture over another
so that they are both visible; to print one
thing on top of another � If you superim-
pose one picture on the other you get the
impression of a ghost in the room.
superintendentsuperintendent /�su
pərn |tendənt/
noun a person who is responsible for work,
or for a place � Go and see the building su-
perintendent if a pipe is leaking.
superiorsuperior /sυ |pəriə/ noun a person in a
higher rank � Each manager is responsible
to his superior.
superioritysuperiority /sυ|�pəri |ɒrti/ noun being
more important, more intelligent, better
than someone else � The superiority of the
Brazilians in the World Cup was obvious. �
He gives the impression of effortless supe-
riority.
superlativesuperlative /sυ|p#
lətv/ adj extremely
good � He’s a superlative goalkeeper. �
noun the form of an adjective or adverb
showing the highest level when compared
with another � ‘Biggest’ is the superlative
of ‘big.’ � Put a few superlatives in the ad
to emphasise the superiority of the product.
supermarket

� supermarket /su
pəmɑ
kt/ noun a
large store selling mainly food and goods
for the house, where customers serve
themselves and pay at a checkout � We’ve
got no tea left, can you buy some from the
supermarket?
supermodelsupermodel /su
pəmɒd(ə)l/ noun a fa-
mous fashion model who earns a lot of
money
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supernaturalsupernatural /�su
pə |n�tʃ(ə)rəl/ adj
which cannot be explained by the laws of
nature � He believes in supernatural oc-
currences like ghosts.
superpowersuperpower /su
pəpaυə/ noun an ex-
tremely powerful country with great eco-
nomic strength and large armed forces
supersedesupersede /�su
pə |si
d/ (supersedes,
superseding, superseded) verb to take the
place of something which has become old
and no longer useful
supersonicsupersonic /�su
pə |sɒnk/ adj going
faster than the speed of sound
superstarsuperstar /su
pəstɑ
/ noun an extreme-
ly famous film actor or other performer
superstitionsuperstition /�su
pə|stʃ(ə)n/ noun a
belief in magic and that some things are
lucky and others unlucky
superstoresuperstore /su
pəstɔ
/ noun a very
large self-service store selling a wide range
of goods or selling a variety of things of the
same type
supervise

� supervise /su
pəvaz/ (supervises,
supervising, supervised) verb to watch
carefully, to see that work is well done
supervisor

� supervisor /su
pəvazə/ noun a per-
son whose job is making sure that other
people are working well
suppersupper /s�pə/ noun the meal which you
eat in the evening
supplantsupplant /sə |plɑ
nt/ (supplants, sup-
planting, supplanted) verb to take the
place of someone or something
supplesupple /s�p(ə)l/ adj who or which bends
easily
supplementsupplement1 /s�plmənt/ noun 1. a
thing which is in addition, especially an ad-
ditional amount � The company gives him
£200 per month as a supplement to his pen-
sion. � You need to take a vitamin supple-
ment every morning. 2. a magazine which
is part of a newspaper � I read his article in
the Sunday supplement. 3. an additional
section at the back of a book � Look in the
supplement at the back of the book.
supplementsupplement2 /s�plment/ (supple-
ments, supplementing, supplemented)
verb to add to � We will supplement the or-
dinary staff with six part-timers during the
Christmas rush.
supplementarysupplementary /�s�pl |ment(ə)ri/ adj
in addition to what is already there
suppliersupplier /sə |plaə/ noun a person, com-
pany or country that supplies something
supply

� supply /sə|pla/ noun (plural supplies)
a store of something which is needed � We
have two weeks’ supply of coal. � verb

(supplies, supplying, supplied) to provide
something which is needed � Details of ad-
dresses and phone numbers can be sup-
plied by the store staff. � He was asked to
supply a blood sample. � She was asked to
supply the names of two referees. � They
have signed a contract to supply online in-
formation. � in short supply not available
in large enough quantities to meet people’s
needs � Fresh vegetables are in short sup-
ply during the winter.
support

� support /sə |pɔ
t/ noun 1. an object or
structure which stops something from fall-
ing � They had to build wooden supports to
hold up the wall. 2. help or encouragement
� We have had no financial support from
the bank. 3. an act of encouraging and
helping someone, or of agreeing with their
plans � The chairman has the support of
the committee. � She spoke in support of
our plan. � verb (supports, supporting,
supported) 1. to hold something up to stop
it falling down � The roof is supported on
ten huge pillars. 2. to provide money to
help someone or something � We hope the
banks will support us during the develop-
ment period. 3. to encourage someone or
something � Which football team do you
support? � She hopes the other members of
the committee will support her.
supporter

� supporter /sə|pɔ
tə/ noun a person
who encourages someone or something �
It sounds a good idea to me – I’m surprised
it hasn’t attracted more supporters.
support group

support group /sə |pɔ
t (ru
p/ noun a
group of people who meet to discuss their
problems and help one another
supportive

supportive /sə |pɔ
tv/ adj who sup-
ports, helps or encourages
suppose

� suppose /sə |pəυz/ (supposes, sup-
posing, supposed) verb 1. to think some-
thing is likely to be true or to happen
[~(that)] � I suppose you’ve heard the
news? � Will you be coming to the meeting
this evening? – I suppose I’ll have to. � I
don’t suppose many people will come. 2.
(showing doubt) what happens if? [~(that)] �
Suppose it rains tomorrow, do you still
want to go for a walk? � He’s very late –
suppose he’s had an accident? � Suppose I
win the lottery! � I suppose so used to
give a doubtful ‘yes’ � Please can I go to
the party? – Oh, I suppose so.
supposed

supposed /sə |pəυzt/ adj accepted as
true but not definitely true
supposedly

supposedly /sə |pəυzdli/ adv as we
suppose
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suppositionsupposition /�s�pə |zʃ(ə)n/ noun
something which is thought to be true or
correct, but cannot be proved
suppresssuppress /sə |pres/ (suppresses, sup-
pressing, suppressed) verb 1. to limit
something such as a person’s freedom �
The rebellion was ruthlessly suppressed
and its leaders executed. 2. to stop some-
thing being made public � All opposition
newspapers have been suppressed. � They
tried to suppress the evidence but it had al-
ready got into the newspapers. 3. to stop
yourself showing what you really feel �
She suppressed her feeling of annoyance
and tried to look happy. � He couldn’t sup-
press a smile. (NOTE: + suppression n)
supremacysupremacy /sυ |preməsi/ noun the posi-
tion of being the strongest power
supremesupreme /sυ|pri
m/ adj greatest, in the
highest position � Her dog was supreme
champion. � It meant one last supreme ef-
fort, but they did it.
supremelysupremely /sυ|pri
mli/ adv to the great-
est degree
surchargesurcharge /s#
tʃɑ
d�/ noun an extra
charge � There is a 10% surcharge on
goods that are delivered.
sure

� sure /ʃυə/ adj without any doubt � Is he
sure he can borrow his mother’s car? � I’m
sure I left my wallet in my coat pocket. �

It’s sure to be cold in Russia in December.
� Make sure or be sure that your computer
is switched off before you leave. � adv
mainly US meaning yes � Can I borrow
your car? – sure, go ahead! � I need some-
one to help with this computer program –
sure, I can do it.
sure-footedsure-footed /ʃɔ
 fυtd/ adj 1. unlikely
to trip or fall 2. confident and not likely to
make mistakes
surely

� surely /ʃυəli/ adv of course, certainly
(used mostly in questions where a certain
answer is expected) � Surely they can’t ex-
pect us to work on Sundays? � But surely
their office is in London, not Oxford? �
They’ll surely complain about the amount
of work they have to do.
surfsurf /s#
f/ noun 1. a mass of white foam
coming onto a beach on large waves � The
surf is too rough for children to bathe. 2.
waves breaking along a shore (NOTE: Do not
confuse with serf.) � verb (surfs, surfing,
surfed) to ride on large waves coming onto
a beach on a surf board � I’d like to be able
to surf. � It’s too dangerous to go surfing
today.
surface

� surface /s#
fs/ noun the top part of
something � When it rains, water collects

on the surface of the road. � The surface of
the water was completely still. � He stayed
a long time under water before coming
back to the surface. � Dinosaurs disap-
peared from the surface of the earth mil-
lions of years ago. � verb (surfaces, sur-
facing, surfaced) to come up to the surface
� The captain gave orders for the subma-
rine to surface. � His fear of failure has
surfaced again.
surfboardsurfboard /s#
fbɔ
d/ noun a long board
made especially for standing on to ride on
top of large waves coming onto a beach
surfingsurfing /s#
fŋ/ noun 1. to ride waves on
a surfboard as a sport or for fun 2. to keep
switching from channel to channel on a tel-
evision or from site to site on the Internet
in no particular order
surgesurge /s#
d�/ noun a sudden increase in
the quantity of something � The fine
weather has brought a surge of interest in
camping. � The TV commercials generated
a surge of orders. � verb (surges, surging,
surged) 1. to rise suddenly � The waves
surged up onto the rocks. 2. to move in a
mass � The crowd surged (forward) onto
the football pitch. � The fans surged
around the pop star’s car.
surgeonsurgeon /s#
d�ən/ noun a doctor who
performs medical operations
surgerysurgery /s#
d�əri/ (plural surgeries)
noun 1. treatment of disease in which doc-
tors cut into or remove part of the body �
She had surgery to straighten her nose. �

The patient will need surgery to remove the
scars left by the accident. (NOTE: no plural in
this sense) 2. a room where a doctor or
dentist sees and examines patients � I
phoned the doctor’s surgery to make an ap-
pointment.
surgicalsurgical /s#
d�k(ə)l/ adj referring to
surgery
surlysurly /s#
li/ (surlier, surliest) adj ex-
tremely unfriendly
surmisesurmise /sə|maz/ (surmises, surmis-
ing, surmised) verb to make a guess about
something
surmountsurmount /sə |maυnt/ (surmounts, sur-
mounting, surmounted) verb 1. to over-
come an obstacle � It took us some time to
surmount the obstacles in our path. 2. to be
on top of � The summit is surmounted by
an observatory.
surname

� surname /s#
nem/ noun the name of
someone’s family, shared by all people in
the family. Compare first name
surpasssurpass /sə |pɑ
s/ (surpasses, surpass-
ing, surpassed) verb to do better than
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surplussurplus /s#
pləs/ noun more goods than
are needed
surprise

� surprise /sə|praz/ noun 1. the feeling
you get when something happens which
you did not expect to happen � He ex-
pressed surprise when I told him I’d lost
my job. � To his great surprise, a lot of peo-
ple bought his book. � What a surprise to
find that we were at school together! 2. an
unexpected event � They baked a cake for
her birthday as a surprise. � What a sur-
prise to see you again after so long! � verb
(surprises, surprising, surprised) to
make someone surprised � It wouldn’t sur-
prise me if it rained. � What surprises me
is that she left without saying goodbye.
surprised

� surprised /sə |prazd/ adj feeling or
showing surprise � She was surprised to
see her former boyfriend at the party. � We
were surprised to hear that he’s got a good
job.
surprising

� surprising /sə|prazŋ/ adj which you
do not expect � There was a surprising end
to the story. � Wasn’t it surprising to see
the two sisters together again? � It’s hard-
ly surprising she doesn’t want to meet you
again after what you said.
surrealsurreal /sə |rəl/ adj extremely unusual,
as if in a dream
surrendersurrender /sə |rendə/ noun giving in to
an enemy because you have lost � the sur-
render of the enemy generals � verb (sur-
renders, surrendering, surrendered) to
accept that you have been defeated by
someone else � Our troops were surround-
ed by the enemy and were forced to surren-
der.
surreptitioussurreptitious /�s�rəp |tʃəs/ adj done in
secret
surrogate mothersurrogate mother /�s�rə(ət m�ðə/
noun a woman who becomes pregnant and
has a baby for a woman who is not able to
do this herself,
surround

� surround /sə |raυnd/ (surrounds,
surrounding, surrounded) verb to be all
round something or someone � The house
is surrounded by beautiful countryside. �

The President has surrounded himself with
experts.
surroundings

� surroundings /sə|raυndŋz/ plural
noun the area around a person or place �
The surroundings of the hotel are very
peaceful. � She found herself in very un-
pleasant surroundings.
surveillancesurveillance /sə |veləns/ noun a careful
watch over someone or something
surveysurvey1 /s#
ve/ noun 1. a way of find-
ing out about something by asking people

questions 2. the careful examination of a
building to see if it is in good enough con-
dition
surveysurvey2 /sə |ve/ (surveys, surveying,
surveyed) verb 1. to ask people questions
to get information about something �

Roughly half the people we surveyed were
in favour of the scheme. � They’re survey-
ing the site. 2. to measure land in order to
produce a plan or map � They’re surveying
the area where the new runway will be
built.
surveyorsurveyor /sə|veə/ noun 1. a person who
examines buildings to see if they are in
good condition 2. a person who surveys
land
survival

� survival /sə|vav(ə)l/ noun the state of
continuing to exist � The survival of the
crew depended on the supplies carried in
the boat. � The survival rate of babies has
started to fall.
survive

� survive /sə|vav/ (survives, surviv-
ing, survived) verb to continue to be alive
after an experience such as accident, attack
or serious illness � It was such a terrible
crash, it was miracle that anyone survived.
� He survived a massive heart attack.
survivorsurvivor /sə|vavə/ noun a person who is
still alive after an experience such as an ac-
cident, attack or serious illness
susceptiblesusceptible /sə|septb(ə)l/ adj 1. likely
to catch a disease � She is susceptible to
colds and throat infections. 2. easily influ-
enced � He’s very susceptible to pretty
women. 3. able to be dealt with in a partic-
ular way
sushisushi /su
ʃi/ noun small cakes of rice
mixed with fish or vegetables and wrapped
in seaweed
suspectsuspect1 /sə |spekt/ (suspects, sus-
pecting, suspected) verb 1. to think that
something is likely � I suspect it’s going to
be more difficult than we thought at first. �
We suspected all along that something was
wrong. 2. � to suspect someone of doing
something to think that someone may have
done something wrong � I suspect him of
being involved in the robbery. � They were
wrongly suspected of taking bribes.
suspectsuspect2 /s�spekt/ noun a person who
is thought to have committed a crime � The
police arrested several suspects for ques-
tioning. � adj 1. which is not reliable �

Such high figures for exports look a bit sus-
pect to me. 2. which might be dangerous or
illegal � a suspect package
suspendsuspend /sə |spend/ (suspends, sus-
pending, suspended) verb 1. to hang
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something � The ham is suspended over a
smoky fire for some time, which gives it a
particular taste. 2. to stop something for a
time � Work on the construction project
has been suspended. � Sailings have been
suspended until the weather gets better. 3.
to stop someone from doing something,
such as working � He has been suspended
on full pay while investigations are contin-
uing.
suspenders

suspenders /sə |spendəz/ plural noun
US long narrow bands of material which go
over your shoulders to hold up your trou-
sers � He wore bright red suspenders with
his jeans. (NOTE: The British term is brac-
es.)
suspense

suspense /sə|spens/ noun nervous ex-
citement experienced while waiting for
something to happen or for someone to do
something
suspension

suspension /sə |spenʃən/ noun 1. a sys-
tem of springs which supports a car and
helps it to move smoothly � Hydraulic sus-
pension gives you a very smooth ride. 2.
the action of hanging from something 3.
the action of stopping something for a time
� suspension of payments by the bank �

There has been a temporary suspension of
deliveries.
suspension bridge

suspension bridge /sə|spenʃən
brd�/ noun a bridge which hangs from
strong ropes, chains or wires attached to
tall towers
suspicion

suspicion /sə|spʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a feeling
that something is wrong or that someone
has committed a crime � His behaviour
confirmed my suspicion that he was lying.
� They were arrested on suspicion of ex-
porting stolen goods. � His actions imme-
diately aroused suspicion on the part of the
police. � The bank regards his business
deals with considerable suspicion. 2. a
general feeling that something is going to
happen � I have a suspicion that he’s com-
ing to see me because he wants to borrow
some money. � Her suspicions proved to be
correct when she saw the wedding an-
nounced in the paper.
suspicious

� suspicious /sə |spʃəs/ adj which
seems to be wrong, dangerous or connect-
ed with a crime � The police found a suspi-
cious package on the station platform. �

We became suspicious when we realised
we hadn’t seen him for three days.
suss

suss /s�s/ (susses, sussing, sussed)
verb to discover or understand something
such as somebody’s reason for doing

something, a situation or the correct way to
use something (informal)

suss out phrasal verb to discover some-
thing (informal)

sustain

� sustain /sə|sten/ (sustains, sustain-
ing, sustained) verb 1. to make something
continue � How long can this level of activ-
ity be sustained? 2. to receive an injury
(formal ) � He sustained severe head inju-
ries. 3. to give you strength � You need a
good breakfast to sustain you through the
day. 4. to support something � Will the roof
sustain the weight of the snow?
sustainablesustainable /sə|stenəb(ə)l/ adj which
does not damage natural resources and
which leaves the environment in good con-
dition
sustainedsustained /sə |stend/ adj which contin-
ues for a long time
sustenancesustenance /s�stənəns/ noun food
swabswab /swɒb/ noun 1. a thick piece of soft
cloth, often attached to a small stick, used
for cleaning a cut in your body or for tak-
ing samples of infection for analysis 2. a
sample of infection taken for analysis �

The swabs from his mouth were sent away
to the laboratory. 3. a cloth for wiping
floors clear of water
swaggerswagger /sw�(ə/ (swaggers, swagger-
ing, swaggered) verb to walk in a proud
way, swinging your shoulders � He swag-
gered into the office, showing off his new
suntan. (NOTE: + swagger n)
SwahiliSwahili /swɑ
 |hi
li/ noun the language of
the Swahili people
swallow

� swallow /swɒləυ/ (swallows, swal-
lowing, swallowed) verb to make food or
liquid pass down your throat from your
mouth to the stomach � He swallowed his
beer and ran back to the office. � She swal-
lowed hard and knocked on the door to the
interview room.
swamswam /sw�m/ past tense of swim
swanswan /swɒn/ noun a large white water
bird with a long curved neck
swansongswansong /swɒnsɒŋ/ noun a last per-
formance or appearance
swap

� swap /swɒp/ (swaps, swapping,
swapped) verb to exchange something for
something else � Can I swap my tickets for
next Friday’s show? � Let’s swap places,
so that I can talk to Susan. � After every
game the players swapped jerseys with the
other team.
swarmswarm /swɔ
m/ noun a large group of in-
sects flying around together � A swarm of
flies buzzed around the meat.
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swatswat /swɒt/ (swats, swatting, swatted)
verb to hit and kill a fly
swatheswathe /sweð/ noun a long wide band of
land, grass or trees � Great swathes of for-
est were destroyed in the fire.
swaysway /swe/ (sways, swaying, swayed)
verb 1. to move slowly and smoothly from
side to side � The crowd swayed in time to
the music. � The palm trees swayed in the
breeze. 2. to have an influence on someone
� The committee was swayed by a letter
from the president.
swearswear /sweə/ (swears, swearing, swore,
sworn) verb 1. to make a serious public
promise � He swore he was telling the
truth. � Do you swear never to go there
again? � to swear someone to secrecy to
make someone swear not to tell a secret �

He was sworn to secrecy. 2. to shout offen-
sive or rude words � They were shouting
and swearing at the police. � Don’t let me
catch you swearing again! � I could have
sworn I was completely sure � I could
have sworn I put my keys in my coat pocket.

swear by phrasal verb to believe com-
pletely in something (informal) � He
swears by Chinese herbal medicine.

swear wordswear word /sweə/ noun an offensive or
rude word, which most people think should
not be spoken
sweatsweat /swet/ noun drops of salt liquid
which come through your skin when you
are hot or when you are afraid � After
working in the vineyard he was drenched
with sweat. � He broke out into a cold
sweat when they called his name. � verb
(sweats, sweating, sweated) to produce
sweat � He ran up the hill, sweating and
red in the face.
sweatersweater /swetə/ noun a thick piece of
clothing with sleeves that covers your up-
per body
sweatshirtsweatshirt /swetʃ#
t/ noun a thick cot-
ton shirt with long sleeves
sweatshopsweatshop /swetʃɒp/ noun a small fac-
tory where people work for long hours and
get paid very little money
sweatysweaty /sweti/ adj feeling slightly wet
with sweat
swedeswede /swi
d/ noun a common vegetable
with a round root and yellow flesh, used
mainly in soups and stews
sweep

� sweep /swi
p/ (sweeps, sweeping,
swept) verb 1. to clear up dust and dirt
from the floor with a brush � Have you
swept the kitchen floor yet? 2. to move rap-
idly � She swept into the room with a glass
of wine in her hand. � The party swept to

power in the general election. � A feeling
of anger swept through the crowd.

sweep away phrasal verb to carry some-
thing away very quickly � The river
flooded and swept away part of the vil-
lage.

sweepstakesweepstake /swi
pstek/ noun a form
of gambling on a horse race where each
person bets on a certain horse, and the
holder of the winning ticket takes all the
money which has been bet
sweet

� sweet /swi
t/ adj 1. tasting like sugar,
and neither sour nor bitter � These apples
are sweeter than those green ones. 2. very
kind or pleasant � He sent me such a sweet
birthday card. � It was sweet of her to send
me flowers. � What a sweet little girl! �
How sweet of you to help me with my lug-
gage! � noun 1. a small piece of sweet
food, made with sugar � She bought some
sweets to eat in the cinema. � He likes to
suck sweets when he is driving. 2. sweet
food eaten at the end of a meal � What’s on
the menu for sweet? � I’m afraid I haven’t
made a sweet. � I won’t have any sweet,
thank you, just some coffee. � to have a
sweet tooth to like sweet food � He’s very
fond of puddings – he’s got a real sweet
tooth!
sweet chestnutsweet chestnut /swi
t tʃesn�t/ noun a
chestnut from a sweet chestnut tree, which
produces edible fruit (fruit)
sweetcornsweetcorn /swi
t kɔ
n/ noun the large
yellow seeds of a type of maize, eaten
cooked
sweetensweeten /swi
t(ə)n/ (sweetens, sweet-
ening, sweetened) verb to make some-
thing sweet � Use honey to sweeten your
cereal instead of sugar.
sweetenersweetener /swi
t(ə)nə/ noun 1. an arti-
ficial substance such as saccharin added to
food to make it sweet 2. a bribe � She was
accused of taking sweeteners from building
contractors.
sweetheartsweetheart /swi
thɑ
t/ noun a boy-
friend or girlfriend (old) � They were
sweethearts when they were at school or
They were childhood sweethearts.
sweetnesssweetness /swi
tnəs/ noun a state of
being sweet
sweet peppersweet pepper /swi
t pepə/ noun a red,
yellow or green vegetable, eaten raw in sal-
ads, fried, or baked in the oven
sweet potatosweet potato /swi
t pə|tetəυ/ noun a
vegetable like a long red potato with sweet
yellow flesh
swellswell /swel/ verb (swells, swelling,
swelled, swollen or swelled) to become
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larger, usually because of an illness or inju-
ry � Her feet started to swell. � More peo-
ple arrived to swell the crowd outside the
shop. � noun the movement of large waves
in the open sea � The boat rose and fell
with the swell. � There’s a heavy swell run-
ning.
swellingswelling /swelŋ/ noun a condition
where liquid forms in part of the body,
making that part swell up
swell upswell up verb to become larger or to in-
crease in size � She was bitten by an insect
and her hand swelled up.
swelteringsweltering /swelt(ə)rŋ/ adj very hot
sweptswept /swept/ past tense and past partici-
ple of sweep
swerveswerve /sw#
v/ (swerves, swerving,
swerved) verb to move suddenly to one
side � They think the car swerved to the left
and hit a wall. � She had to swerve to avoid
the bicycle. (NOTE: + swerve n)
swiftswift /swft/ adj very fast � Their phone
call brought a swift response from the po-
lice.
swigswig /sw(/ (swigs, swigging, swigged)
verb to drink something in large mouthfuls
(informal) � They stopped and swigged wa-
ter from a bottle.
swillswill /swl/ (swills, swilling, swilled) verb
1. to wash a floor with a lot of water 2. to
drink a lot of alcohol � swilling pints of
beer
swim

� swim /swm/ verb (swims, swimming,
swam, swum) to move in the water using
your arms and legs to push you along � She
can’t swim, but she’s taking swimming les-
sons. � She swam across the English Chan-
nel. � Salmon swim upstream to get to their
spawning grounds. � noun an occasion
when you swim � What about a swim be-
fore breakfast? � It’s too cold for a swim.
swimmerswimmer /swmə/ noun a person who is
swimming
swimming

� swimming /swmŋ/ noun the activi-
ty or sport of moving through water using
your arms and legs
swimming costumeswimming costume /swmŋ
�kɒstju
m/ noun a piece of clothing worn
by women or girls when swimming
swimming poolswimming pool /swmŋ pu
l/ noun a
large pool for swimming
swimming trunksswimming trunks /swmŋ tr�ŋks/
plural noun short trousers worn by men and
boys when swimming
swimsuitswimsuit /swmsu
t/ noun a one-piece
swimming costume for women and girls

swindleswindle /swnd(ə)l/ (swindles, swin-
dling, swindled) verb to get money from
someone by a trick � She said she had been
swindled by the bank. � He swindled the
old lady out of £10,000. (NOTE: + swindle
n)
swineswine /swan/ noun 1. pigs (old) 2. an un-
pleasant man (insult) � He’s a swine – he
keeps us working all day long and pays us
peanuts. � You rotten swine!
swing

� swing /swŋ/ verb (swings, swinging,
swung) to move from side to side or for-
wards and backwards, while hanging from
a central point � Swing your arms round to
warm up the muscles. � He swung up and
down on the garden swing. � A window
swung open and a man looked out. � noun
a seat held by two ropes or chains, to sit on
and move backwards and forwards, usually
outdoors � a garden swing
swipeswipe /swap/ noun a punch � He took a
swipe at the man who tried to steal his wal-
let. � verb (swipes, swiping, swiped) 1. to
steal (informal) 2. to pass a credit card or
charge card through a machine that reads
its details 3. to hit someone or or something
or try to hit someone or something
swipe cardswipe card /swap kɑ
d/ noun a credit
card or charge card which can be read by
an electronic machine
swirlswirl /sw#
l/ noun a twisting movement �
Swirls of smoke came out of the chimney. �
verb (swirls, swirling, swirled) to move
with a twisting motion � Clouds of smoke
were swirling round the factory.
swishswish /swʃ/ (swishes, swishing,
swished) verb to move making a regular
quiet sound � We sat by the motorway, lis-
tening to the cars swishing past. (NOTE: +
swish n)
switch

� switch /swtʃ/ noun a small object
which you push up or down to stop or start
a piece of electrical equipment � The
switch to turn off the electricity is in the
cupboard. � There is a light switch by the
bed. � verb (switches, switching,
switched) 1. to do something different sud-
denly [~from/to/~between] � We decided to
switch from gas to electricity. � He likes to
switch between working in television and
the theatre. 2. to change or exchange some-
thing � Let’s switch places. � He switched
flights in Montreal and went on to Calgary.

switch off phrasal verb 1. to make an
piece of electrical equipment stop �
Don’t forget to switch off the TV before
you go to bed. � She forgot to switch her
car lights off or switch off her car lights.
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� The kettle switches itself off automati-
cally when it boils. 2. to stop listening to
what someone is saying (informal) � If
you talk too slowly, everyone starts to
switch off. � I just switched off once the
discussion started getting too technical.
switch on phrasal verb to make a piece of
electrical equipment start � Can you
switch the radio on – it’s time for the
evening news. � When you put the light
on in the bathroom, the fan switches itself
on automatically.

switchboardswitchboard /swtʃbɔ
d/ noun a cen-
tral point in a telephone system, where all
internal and external lines meet
swivelswivel /swv(ə)l/ (swivels, swivelling,
swivelled) verb to turn around a point �
Swivel your chair to face the monitor. � He
swivelled round in his chair and looked out
of the window.
swollen

� swollen /swəυlən/ past participle of
swell � adj much bigger than usual
swoopswoop /swu
p/ (swoops, swooping,
swooped) verb to come down quickly �
The planes swooped (down) low over the
enemy camp.
swopswop /swɒp/ noun, verb same as swap
swordsword /sɔ
d/ noun a weapon with a han-
dle and a long sharp blade
swordfishswordfish /sɔ
dfʃ/ noun a fish with a
long pointed upper jaw like a sword
sworeswore /swɔ
/ past tense of swear
swotswot /swɒt/ verb (swots, swotting, swot-
ted) to study hard � noun a person who you
dislike because they study very hard
swumswum /sw�m/ past participle of swim
swungswung /sw�ŋ/ past tense and past partici-
ple of swing
sycamoresycamore /skəmɔ
/ noun a large tree
of the maple family
syllable

� syllable /sləb(ə)l/ noun a whole
word or part of a word which has one sin-
gle sound. � monosyllable
syllabussyllabus /sləbəs/ (plural syllabi or syl-
labuses) noun a list of subjects to be stud-
ied
symbol

� symbol /smbəl/ noun a sign, letter,
picture or shape which means something
or shows something [~of/~for] � The crown
was the symbol of the empire. � The olive
branch is a symbol of peace. � Pb is the
chemical symbol for lead. (NOTE: Do not
confuse with cymbal.)
symbolismsymbolism /smbəlz(ə)m/ noun 1. us-
ing symbols to express things such as feel-
ings � The symbolism of chopping down
the orchard as the old man watched was

obvious. 2. a movement in literature and art
in the 19th century in which feelings were
not expressed in a straightforward way
symmetricalsymmetrical /s |metrk(ə)l/ adj with
two sides exactly the same
symmetry

� symmetry /smətri/ noun a state
where two sides of something are exactly
the same
sympathetic

� sympathetic /�smpə|θetk/ adj
showing that you understand someone’s
problems
sympathise

sympathise /smpəθaz/ (sympathis-
es, sympathising, sympathised), sympa-
thize verb 1. to show that you understand
someone’s problems [~with] � My husband
snores too – I sympathise! � I get back
pains, and I sympathise with all fellow suf-
ferers. 2. to agree with or support someone
or something [~with] � I sympathise with
their goals but not their methods of achiev-
ing them
sympathy

� sympathy /smpəθi/ noun a feeling
of understanding for someone else’s prob-
lems, or after someone’s death [~for] � I
have no sympathy for those students who
didn’t work hard. � We received many mes-
sages of sympathy when my wife died.
symphony

symphony /smfəni/ (plural sympho-
nies) noun a long piece of music in several
parts, called ‘movements’, played by a full
orchestra
symptom

� symptom /smptəm/ noun 1. a
change in the body, showing that a disease
is present � He has all the symptoms of flu.
2. a visible sign which shows that some-
thing is happening � Factory closures are
seen as a symptom of economic failure.
symptomaticsymptomatic /�smptə |m�tk/ adj
showing that something exists (formal )
synagoguesynagogue /snə(ɒ(/ noun a building
where people of the Jewish faith pray and
study their religion
syndicate

syndicate /sndkət/ noun a group of
people or companies working together to
make money � a German finance syndicate
syndromesyndrome /sndrəυm/ noun 1. a group
of symptoms which, taken together, show
that a particular disease is present � Their
daughter has Down’s syndrome. 2. a gener-
al feeling or way of approaching a situation
� It’s an example of the ‘let’s go home ear-
ly on Friday afternoon’ syndrome.
synonymsynonym /snənm/ noun a word which
means almost the same as another word
synonymoussynonymous /s |nɒnməs/ adj meaning
the same
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synopsissynopsis /s|nɒpss/ (plural synopses)
noun a short text, giving the basic details of
something
syntax

� syntax /snt�ks/ noun the grammati-
cal rules for putting words together into
phrases
synthesissynthesis /snθəss/ (plural syntheses)
noun producing something by combining a
number of smaller elements
synthetic

� synthetic /sn |θetk/ adj made from
artificial materials � The coat she was
wearing was made of synthetic fur.
syphilissyphilis /sfəls/ noun a serious sexually
transmitted disease
syphonsyphon /saf(ə)n/ another spelling of si-
phon
syringesyringe /s |rnd�/ noun a surgical instru-
ment made of a tube with a plunger which
slides down inside it, forcing the contents

out through a needle to give an injection �

I close my eyes when I see the dentist’s sy-
ringe ready.
syrup

syrup /srəp/ noun a sweet liquid � To
make syrup, dissolve sugar in a cup of boil-
ing water.
system

� system /sstəm/ noun 1. a group of
things which work together � the system of
motorways or the motorway system � the
London underground railway system 2. a
way in which things are organised [~for] �

I’ve got my own system for dealing with in-
voices.
systematic

systematic /�sstə |m�tk/ adj well-or-
ganised
systems analyst

systems analyst /sstəmz ��nəlst/
noun a person who examines computer
systems
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tt /ti
/, T noun the twentieth letter of the al-
phabet, between S and U
tata /tɑ
/ interj thank you (informal)
tabtab /t�b/ noun 1. a small piece of paper or
cloth which sticks out from a surface, used,
e.g., for pulling open a box � Pull the tab
up to lift the cover off the box. 2. a piece of
metal which you pull to open a drinks can
� The tab of the beer can came off when I
tried to open it. 3. � to pick up the tab to
pay the bill (informal) � I’ll take you all out
to lunch – the company will pick up the tab.
4. the tab key on a keyboard � to keep tabs
on someone to keep watch on someone �

I’m not too happy about the performance
of our new representative in the Far East –
you had better keep tabs on him for a
while.
tabbytabby /t�bi/ noun a cat with brown or or-
ange stripes
tab keytab key /t�b ki
/ noun a key on a key-
board which you press to jump forward to
a set place on the line
table

� table /teb(ə)l/ noun 1. a piece of fur-
niture with a flat top and legs, used to eat
or work at � We had breakfast sitting round
the kitchen table. � He asked for a table by
the window. � She says she booked a table
for six people for 12.30. 2. a list of num-
bers, facts, or information set out in an or-
ganised way
tableclothtablecloth /teb(ə)l |�klɒθ/ noun a cloth
which covers a table during a meal
tablespoontablespoon /teb(ə)lspu
n/ noun 1. a
large spoon for serving food at table 2. an
amount held in a tablespoon � Add two ta-
blespoons of sugar.
tablettablet /t�blət/ noun a small round pill
taken as medicine � Take two tablets before
meals.
table tennistable tennis /teb(ə)l �tens/ noun a
game similar to tennis, but played on a
large table with a net across the centre,
with small round bats and a very light
white ball
tabloidtabloid /t�blɔd/ noun a newspaper with
a small page size, usually containing a lot

of information about famous people, and
not much serious news (NOTE: Large format
newspapers are called broadsheets.)
taboo

taboo /tə|bu
/ adj not talked about be-
cause of being rude or embarrassing �
Talking about pay rises is taboo in this of-
fice. � Money used to be a taboo subject at
home. � noun a custom which forbids
something � There is a taboo against eat-
ing pork in the Muslim religion.
tack

tack /t�k/ noun 1. a small nail with a wide
head 2. (in sewing) a loose stitch used to
hold cloth in place when making clothes,
which can be removed later � She put in a
row of tacks to show where the pockets
were to go. 3. a movement of a sailing boat
in a certain direction as it sails against the
wind � verb (tacks, tacking, tacked) 1. to
nail something down using tacks � He
tacked down the edge of the carpet. 2. to
make a loose stitch which will be taken out
later � She tacked up the hem of her skirt.
� to change tack to start doing something
different � Originally he offered to pay all
the costs of the party and then changed
tack and asked everyone to pay for them-
selves.

tack on phrasal verb to add something at
the end

tackle

� tackle /t�k(ə)l/ verb (tackles, tack-
ling, tackled) 1. to try to deal with a prob-
lem or job � You can’t tackle a job like
changing the central heating system on
your own. � You start cleaning the dining
room and I’ll tackle the washing up. 2. (in
football, etc.) to try to get the ball from an
opposing player � He was tackled before
he could score. � noun equipment � He
brought his fishing tackle with him.
tacky

tacky /t�ki/ (tackier, tackiest) adj look-
ing cheap and of bad quality � The decora-
tions were expensive, but they just look
tacky.
taco

taco /t�kəυ/ noun a Mexican savoury
pastry that is filled with meat and vegeta-
bles, and cooked until it is hard

Intermediate.fm  Page 633  Monday, August 23, 2004  5:36 PM



tact 634
tacttact /t�kt/ noun being careful not to of-
fend people, being careful to say the right
thing
tactfultactful /t�ktf(ə)l/ adj showing tact
tactictactic /t�ktk/ noun a way of doing
something so as to get an advantage (often
plural) � His tactic is to wait until near
closing time, when the supermarket reduc-
es the price of bread.
tactlesstactless /t�ktləs/ adj offensive, not al-
ways intentionally
tadtad /t�d/ � a tad a little, a bit � I’ll have a
tad more, if I may. � I thought that lesson
was a tad boring.
tadpoletadpole /t�dpəυl/ noun a frog in its first
stage after hatching, when it has a body
and tail
taffetataffeta /t�ftə/ noun a stiff shiny materi-
al often used to make women’s clothes
tagtag /t�(/ noun 1. a label or a piece of pa-
per or plastic attached to something to
show e.g. a price, contents, or someone’s
name and address 2. a children’s game
where the first child has to try to touch an-
other one who then chases the others in
turn � They were playing tag in the school
playground. � verb (tags, tagging, tagged)
to attach a label to something
t’ai chit’ai chi /�ta tʃi
/ noun a Chinese form of
very slow physical exercise aimed at assist-
ing relaxation and improving balance
tail

� tail /tel/ noun 1. a long thin part at the
end of the body of an animal or bird, which
can move � All you could see was a slight
movement of the cat’s tail. � The dog
rushed up to him, wagging its tail. 2. an
end or back part of something � The tail of
the queue stretched round the corner and
into the next street. � I prefer to sit near the
tail of the aircraft.

tail off phrasal verb to become fainter or
less

tailbacktailback /telb�k/ noun a long line of
cars that is moving very slowly, or not
moving at all
tailgatetailgate /tel(et/ noun US a door at the
back of a car, that opens to give access to
the storage space � He had difficulty shut-
ting the tailgate over the box.
tail lighttail light /tel lat/ noun a back light of a
vehicle
tailortailor /telə/ noun a person who makes
clothes for men � He gets all his clothes
made by a tailor in Oxford Street. � verb
(tailors, tailoring, tailored) to adapt some-
thing to fit a particular need � The pay-
ments can be tailored to suit your require-

ments. � This course is tailored to the
needs of women going back to work.
tailor-madetailor-made /�telə med/ adj made to
fit certain needs
take

� take /tek/ (takes, taking, took, taken)
verb 1. to lift and move something � She
took the pot of jam down from the shelf. �
The waiter took the tablecloth off the table.
2. to carry something to another place �
Can you take this cheque to the bank for
me, please? 3. to go with someone or
something to another place � He’s taking
the children to school. � They took the car
to the garage. � We took a taxi to the hotel.
4. to steal something � Someone’s taken my
watch. 5. to go away with something which
someone else was using � Someone has
taken the newspaper I was reading. �

Who’s taken my cup of coffee? 6. to use or
occupy something � Sorry, all these seats
are taken. 7. to do a test � You must go to
bed early because you’ll be taking your ex-
ams tomorrow morning. � She had to take
her driving test three times before she fi-
nally passed. 8. to accept something � If
they offer you the job, take it immediately.
9. to do certain actions � We took our holi-
day in September this year. � She’s taking
a shower after going to the beach. � She
took a photograph or took a picture of the
Tower of London. � She needs to take a
rest. 10. to need a certain amount of time or
number of people � It took three strong
men to move the piano. � They took two
days or it took them two days to get to Lon-
don. � When he wants to watch a TV pro-
gramme it never seems to take him long to
finish his homework. � to take place to
happen � The reception will take place on
Saturday.

take after phrasal verb to look like a par-
ent or relative
take away� phrasal verb 1. to remove
something or someone � Take those scis-
sors away from little Nicky – he could cut
himself. � The ambulance came and took
her away. � The police took away piles of
documents from the office. 2. to subtract
one number from another (NOTE: Take
away is usually shown by the sign – : 10 –
4 = 6: say ‘ten take away four equals six’.)
take back� phrasal verb 1. to go back
with something � If the trousers are too
short you can take them back to the shop.
2. to accept something which someone
has brought back � I took my trousers to
the shop where I had bought them, but
they wouldn’t take them back because I
didn’t have a receipt. 3. to withdraw
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something which has been said, and apol-
ogise for it � I take it all back – they’re a
marvellous team.
take down phrasal verb 1. to reach up and
bring something down � I took the jar
down from the shelf. 2. to bring some-
thing down which had been put up � On
January 6th we take down the Christmas
decorations. � They have finished the
roof and are taking down the scaffolding.
3. to write down � The policeman took
down his name and address.
take in� phrasal verb 1. to bring inside
something which was outside � In Octo-
ber they took in the lemon trees from the
gardens. 2. to understand something � I
don’t think she took in anything of what
you said. 3. to deceive someone � Thou-
sands of people were taken in by the ad-
vertisement. 4. to make a piece of
clothing smaller � Can you take these
trousers in? – They’re much too loose
round the waist.
take off� phrasal verb 1. to remove
something, especially your clothes � He
took off all his clothes or he took all his
clothes off. � Take your dirty boots off
before you come into the kitchen. � hat 2.
to make an amount smaller � He took £25
off the price. 3. (of a plane) to leave the
ground � The plane took off at 4.30. 4. to
start to rise fast � Sales took off after the
TV commercials. 5. to imitate someone in
a funny way � He likes to make everyone
laugh by taking off the head teacher.
take on phrasal verb 1. to agree to do a
job � She’s taken on a part-time job in
addition to the one she’s already got. 2.
to agree to have someone as a worker �

The shop has taken on four trainees. �

We need to take on more staff to cope
with the work. 3. to fight someone � It
seems he is taking on the whole govern-
ment.
take out� phrasal verb 1. to pull some-
thing out � He took out a gun and waved
it around. � The dentist had to take my
tooth out. 2. to invite someone to go out
� I’m taking all the office staff out for a
drink. � to take it out on someone to
make someone suffer because you are
upset or worried � He keeps on taking it
out on his secretary.
take over phrasal verb 1. to start to do
something in place of someone else �
Miss Black took over from Mr Jones on
May 1st. � Thanks for looking after the
switchboard for me – I’ll take over from

you now. � When our history teacher was
ill, the English teacher had to take over
his classes. � The Socialists took over
from the Conservatives. 2. to buy a busi-
ness by buying most of its shares � The
company was taken over by a big group
last month.
take to phrasal verb 1. to start to do some-
thing as a habit � He’s taken to looking
under his bed every night to make sure no
one is hiding there. � She’s recently tak-
en to wearing trousers to work. 2. to start
to like someone � She took to her boss
right away.
take up phrasal verb 1. to fill a space or
time � This settee takes up too much
room. � Being in charge of the staff
sports club takes up too much of my time.
2. to remove something which was on a
floor or other low surface � You will need
to take up the rugs if you want to polish
the floor. 3. to start to do a certain activity
� She was over fifty when she took up
long-distance running. 4. � to take
someone up on something to accept an
offer made by someone � He asked me if
I wanted two tickets to Wimbledon and I
took him up on his offer. 5. to make some-
thing such as a skirt or dress shorter �

Can you take up the hem of this coat?
takeawaytakeaway /tekəwe/ noun a shop where
you can buy cooked food to eat somewhere
else � There’s an Indian takeaway round
the corner. � We had a Chinese takeaway.
� noun, adj a hot meal that you buy in a
shop and eat somewhere else � We had a
takeaway Chinese meal.
takentaken /tekən/ past participle of take
takeofftakeoff /tekɒf/ noun 1. (of an aircraft)
the act of leaving the ground � The takeoff
was without any problems. � I always ask
for a seat by the window, so that I can
watch the takeoff. 2. an amusing imitation
of someone � He did a wonderful takeoff of
the head teacher.
takeovertakeover /tekəυvə/ noun 1. the buying
of a controlling interest in a business by
buying more than 50% of the shares � The
takeover may mean that a lot of people will
lose their jobs. 2. occupying a country and
removing the government � Many people
were killed during the military takeover.
talcum powdertalcum powder /t�lkəm �paυdə/ noun
soft scented powder, used to soften the skin
or reduce rubbing
tale

� tale /tel/ noun a story  (literary)
talent

� talent /t�lənt/ noun an ability or skill
[~for] � At university, he showed a talent for
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acting. � Her many talents include singing
and playing the piano.
talentedtalented /t�ləntd/ adj with a lot of tal-
ent
talismantalisman /t�lzmən/ noun an object be-
lieved to give protection to somebody car-
rying or wearing it
talk

� talk /tɔ
k/ verb (talks, talking, talked)
to say things, to speak [~about/~to/with] � I
didn’t understand what he was talking
about. � We must talk to the neighbours
about their noisy dog – it kept me awake
again last night. � We talked for hours. �

noun 1. a conversation, a discussion [~with]
� I had a long talk with my father about
what I should study at university. � We had
a little talk, and she agreed with what the
committee had decided. 2. a lecture about a
subject [~on] � He gave a short talk on the
history of the town.

talk into phrasal verb � to talk someone
into doing something to persuade some-
one to do something � The salesman
talked us into buying a new car.
talk over� phrasal verb to discuss some-
thing
talk round phrasal verb to persuade
someone to change their mind

talkativetalkative /tɔ
kətv/ adj liking to talk a
lot, or sometimes too much
talkertalker /tɔ
kə/ noun a person who talks a
lot
tall

� tall /tɔ
l/ adj high, usually higher than
normal � the tallest building in London �
Can you see those tall trees over there? �

He’s the tallest boy in his class. � How tall
are you? – I’m 1 metre 68 centimetres. �

His brother is over six feet tall. (NOTE: Tall
is used with people and thin things like trees
or skyscrapers; for things which are a long
way above the ground use high: high
clouds, a high mountain.)
tallytally /t�li/ noun a note, account or score
� What’s the tally in the race so far? –
We’ve had two crashes and four retire-
ments through mechanical failure. � The
scorer keeps a tally of the runs scored. �

Did you keep a tally of all your expenses?
� verb (tallies, tallying, tallied) to agree �

The totals in the two columns don’t tally. �
The figures in my notebook tally with the
computer figures.
talontalon /t�lən/ noun the big claw of a bird
of prey
tambourinetambourine /�t�mbə |ri
n/ noun a small
drum with metal discs attached to the rim,
so that they jangle when it is hit

tametame /tem/ (tamer, tamest) adj a tame
animal can live with people because it is no
longer wild � Don’t be afraid of that fox –
he’s perfectly tame.
tampertamper /t�mpə/ (tampers, tampering,
tampered) verb � to tamper with some-
thing to change something that you should
not touch � Someone has been tampering
with the weighing machine. � I hope no one
tampered with the test sample.
tampontampon /t�mpɒn/ noun a tube of ab-
sorbent material placed inside the vagina to
soak up menstrual blood � I need to buy a
packet of tampons from the chemist.
tantan /t�n/ noun a brownish-yellow colour
of the skin after being in the sun � She got
a tan from spending each day on the beach.
� suntan � verb (tans, tanning, tanned) to
get brown from being in the sun � She tans
easily – just half an hour in the sun and
she’s quite brown.
tandemtandem /t�ndəm/ noun a bicycle for
two people � I’m sure that’s the second
time today we’ve passed that couple on
their tandem. � in tandem together, in
pairs � They worked in tandem for many
years.
tandooritandoori /t�n|dυəri/ (plural tandooris)
noun 1. a method of Indian cooking where
the food is usually marinated in yoghurt
and spices, then cooked in a traditional
clay oven 2. food cooked in this way
tangenttangent /t�nd�ənt/ noun a line which
touches a curve without cutting through it
� The line AB forms a tangent to the circle
at the point P. � to fly or to go off at a tan-
gent, to go off on a tangent to start talking
about something quite different � He sud-
denly flew off at a tangent and started talk-
ing about his car. � She went off at a tan-
gent almost from the beginning of the dis-
cussion.
tangerinetangerine /�t�nd�ə |ri
n/ noun a kind of
small orange with soft skin which peels
easily
tangibletangible /t�nd�əb(ə)l/ adj which is real
or noticeable

tangle with phrasal verb to get into an ar-
gument with someone � Tourists are ad-
vised not to tangle with the local football
supporters.

tangotango /t�ŋ(əυ/ noun a South American
dance for two people, where you glide
sideways
tank

� tank /t�ŋk/ noun 1. a large container
for liquids � How much oil is left in the
tank? 2. an army vehicle which is covered
in strong metal, has tracks instead of
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wheels and has powerful guns � Tanks
rolled along the main streets of the town.
tankardtankard /t�ŋkəd/ noun a large mug for
drinking beer
tankertanker /t�ŋkə/ noun a ship or lorry for
carrying liquids, especially oil
tannedtanned /t�nd/ adj brown from having
been exposed to the sun
tantrumtantrum /t�ntrəm/ noun a sudden at-
tack of uncontrollable bad temper
tap

� tap /t�p/ noun an object which you
turn in order to let liquid or gas come out of
a pipe � He washed his hands under the tap
in the kitchen. � verb (taps, tapping,
tapped) to hit something gently [~on] �
Someone tapped me on the shoulder. � on
tap available when you need it � We should
have all this information on tap.
tape

� tape /tep/ noun 1. a long narrow piece
of cloth or plastic � She stitched tape along
the bottom of the sleeves to stop it fraying.
2. same as magnetic tape � magnetic tape
special plastic tape on which sounds and
pictures can be recorded, also used for re-
cording computer data � on tape recorded
on magnetic tape � We have the whole con-
versation on tape. � verb (tapes, taping,
taped) 1. to record something on tape or on
video � The whole conversation was taped
by the police. � I didn’t see the programme
because I was at work, but I’ve taped it. 2.
to attach something with sticky tape � She
taped up the box before taking it to the post
office.
tape decktape deck /tep dek/ noun a part of a
stereo system, which plays tapes
tape measuretape measure /tep �me�ə/ noun a
measuring tape, a long strip marked in cen-
timetres or inches, used for measuring
tapertaper /tepə/ (tapers, tapering, tapered)
verb 1. to make something thinner at the
end � You will need to taper the piece of
wood to make it fit into the hole. 2. to be-
come thinner at the end � Her new shoes
taper to a point.

taper off phrasal verb to become less
thick, strong, large, etc. � Interest in the
project seems to have tapered off.

tapestrytapestry /t�pstri/ (plural tapestries)
noun a thick woven cloth with a picture or
design, usually hung on walls or used to
cover chairs � The walls were hung with
tapestries.
tap watertap water /t�p �wɔ
tə/ noun water
which comes through pipes into a building
tartar /tɑ
/ noun a similar black oily sub-
stance which comes from burning tobacco
� cigarettes with low tar content or low tar

cigarettes � verb (tars, tarring, tarred) to
cover with melted tar � a special machine
for tarring roads
tarantulatarantula /tə |r�ntjυlə/ noun a large
mildly poisonous tropical spider
target

� target /tɑ
(t/ noun 1. an object which
you aim at e.g. with a gun � His last shot
missed the target altogether. � She hit the
target three times in all. 2. a goal which
you try to reach [~of] � to set targets to fix
quantities of work which employees have
to produce � to meet a target to produce
the quantity of goods or sales which is ex-
pected � We need to set targets for our
sales staff to meet. � to miss a target not to
produce the amount of goods or sales
which is expected � The factory missed its
production targets again this year.
tarifftariff /t�rf/ noun 1. a tax to be paid for
importing or exporting goods 2. a list of
prices for things such as electricity, gas or
water � The new winter tariff will be intro-
duced next week.
TarmacTarmac /tɑ
m�k/ trademark a trade-
mark for a hard road surface made of tar
mixed with small stones � The sun was so
hot, the Tarmac was starting to melt.
tarnishtarnish /tɑ
nʃ/ (tarnishes, tarnishing,
tarnished) verb 1. (of metal ) to become dis-
coloured � Silver tarnishes easily on con-
tact with the air. 2. to ruin a reputation �
The sex scandal has irreparably tarnished
his reputation as a politician.
tarottarot /t�rəυ/ noun a special set of cards
with pictures on them, such as the Emper-
or, the Pope, the Hanged Man and the Fool,
used in telling fortunes
tarpaulintarpaulin /tɑ
 |pɔ
ln/ noun a piece of
thick waterproof canvas, used to cover
things left outside
tarttart /tɑ
t/ noun a woman who looks or
dresses like a prostitute (offensive)
tartantartan /tɑ
t(ə)n/ noun a distinctive pat-
tern in such a cloth, worn by members of a
Scottish clan � My Scottish grandmother
gave me a rug with the Mackay tartan on it
or a Mackay tartan rug.
task

� task /tɑ
sk/ noun something, especial-
ly a piece of work, that has to be done � He
had the unpleasant task of telling his moth-
er about it.
taskbartaskbar /tɑ
skbɑ
/ noun a display on a
computer screen with symbols showing
which programs are open and operating
task forcetask force /tɑ
sk fɔ
s/ noun a special
group of people chosen to carry out a diffi-
cult task
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tasseltassel /t�s(ə)l/ noun a group of threads
tied together to form a ball, with the ends
hanging free
taste

� taste /test/ noun 1. one of the five
senses, by which you can tell differences of
flavour between things you eat, using your
tongue � She loves the taste of oranges. �

I’ve got a cold, so I’ve lost all sense of
taste. 2. a flavour of something that you eat
or drink  � The pudding has a funny or
strange taste. � Do you like the taste of
garlic? � This milk shake has no taste at
all. � verb (tastes, tasting, tasted) 1. to no-
tice the taste of something with your
tongue � Can you taste the garlic in this
soup? � She’s got a cold so she can’t taste
anything. 2. to have a certain taste  � This
cheese tastes like soap. � The bread tastes
vaguely of onions. � The pudding tastes
very good. 3. to try food or drink to see if
you like it � Would you like to taste the
wine?
taste budstaste buds /test b�dz/ plural noun are-
as on your tongue which enable you to tell
differences in flavour
tastefultasteful /testf(ə)l/ adj showing good
taste
tastelesstasteless /testləs/ adj 1. with no spe-
cial flavour � Chicken can be quite taste-
less unless you add herbs to it. 2. showing
bad taste � a restaurant with tasteless dec-
orations � She made a tasteless remark
about her mother’s dress.
tasty

� tasty /testi/ (tastier, tastiest) adj
with a pleasant taste
tattootattoo /t� |tu
/ noun 1. a decoration on
skin made by pricking with a needle and
putting colour into the wound � She has a
little tattoo of a rose on her left shoulder. 2.
a military parade � Crowds went to see the
tattoo last night.
tattytatty /t�ti/ adj worn out, in bad condition
taught

� taught /tɔ
t/ past tense and past parti-
ciple of teach
taunttaunt /tɔ
nt/ (taunts, taunting, taunted)
verb to jeer at someone sarcastically � He
taunted the minister with or about his fi-
nancial problems. (NOTE: + taunt n)
TaurusTaurus /tɔ
rəs/ noun one of the signs of
the Zodiac, shaped like a bull, covering the
period 20th April to 20th May
tauttaut /tɔ
t/ adj stretched tight
tax

� tax /t�ks/ noun money taken by the
government from things such as people’s
incomes and sales, to pay for government
services [~on] � The government is plan-
ning to introduce a tax on food. � You must
pay your tax on the correct date. � The

newspaper headline says ‘TAXES TO GO
UP’.
taxation

� taxation /t�k |seʃ(ə)n/ noun the ac-
tion of imposing taxes
tax evasiontax evasion /t�ks  |�ve�(ə)n/ noun il-
legally trying not to pay tax
taxi

� taxi /t�ksi/ noun a car which you can
hire with a driver � Can you call a taxi to
take me to the airport? � Why aren’t there
any taxis at the station today? � There are
no buses on Sunday afternoons, so we had
to take a taxi to the party. (NOTE: also often
called a cab and sometimes taxicab)
taxi ranktaxi rank /t�ksi r�ŋk/ noun a place in
the street where taxis can wait
taxpayertaxpayer /t�kspeə/ noun a person who
pays tax, especially income tax
tax returntax return /t�ks r |�t#
n/ noun a form to
be filled in to inform the tax office of your
earnings and allowances
tea

� tea /ti
/ noun 1. a drink made from hot
water which has been poured onto the
dried leaves of a tropical plant � Can I have
another cup of tea or some more tea? � I
don’t like tea – can I have coffee instead?
2. a cup of tea � Can we have two teas and
two cakes, please? 3. the dried leaves of a
tropical plant used to make a warm drink �
We’ve run out of tea, can you put it on your
shopping list? � Put a spoonful of tea into
the pot and add boiling water. 4. a meal
eaten in the late afternoon or early evening
� The children have had their tea.
teabagteabag /ti
b�(/, tea bag noun a small
paper bag with tea leaves in it which you
put into the pot with hot water
teach

� teach /ti
tʃ/ (teaches, teaching,
taught) verb to show someone how to do
something � She taught me how to dance.
� He teaches maths in the local school.
teacher

� teacher /ti
tʃə/ noun a person who
teaches, especially in a school � Mr Jones
is our maths teacher. � The French teacher
is ill today. � He trained as a primary
school teacher. � pet
teaching

� teaching /ti
tʃŋ/ noun the work of
being a teacher or of giving lessons � The
report praised the high standard of teach-
ing at the college. � He was working in a
bank, but has decided to go into teaching
instead.
teacupteacup /ti
k�p/ noun a cup for drinking
tea out of
teakteak /ti
k/ noun 1. the hard wood of a trop-
ical tree, which is resistant to water, and is
used for making things such as outdoor
furniture � We bought some teak furniture
for the patio. � The table is solid teak. 2.
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the large tropical tree which produces this
wood � the teak forests of Indonesia
team

� team /ti
m/ noun 1. a group of people
who play a game together � There are elev-
en people in a football team and fifteen in
a rugby team. � She’s in the team for next
Saturday’s game. 2. a group of people who
work together [~of] � We have a team of
scientists tracking the animals’ move-
ments. � They make a very effective team.
team-mateteam-mate /ti
mmet/ noun someone in
the same team as you
teamworkteamwork /ti
mw#
k/ noun working to-
gether as a group
teapotteapot /ti
pɒt/ noun a container which is
used for making tea in
tear

� tear1 /tə/ noun a drop of salt water
which forms in your eye when you cry �

Tears were running down her cheeks. � to
burst into tears to suddenly start crying �

in tears crying � All the family were in
tears.
teartear2 /teə/ verb (tears, tearing, tore, torn)
1. to make a hole in something by pulling �
He tore his trousers climbing over the
fence. � My coat is torn – can it be mend-
ed? 2. to pull something into small pieces
� He tore the letter in half. � She tore up
old newspapers to pack the cups and sau-
cers. � noun a place where something has a
hole in it from being torn � Can you mend
the tear in my jeans? � wear and tear

tear apart phrasal verb to pull something
to pieces
tear down phrasal verb 1. to knock some-
thing down � They tore down the old
town hall and replaced it with a super-
market. 2. to remove a piece of paper or
cloth which is hanging up � The crowd
tore down the pictures of the president. �
The police tore down the opposition par-
ty’s election posters.

tearfultearful /təf(ə)l/ adj sad, crying
tear gastear gas /tə (�s/ noun gas which
makes your eyes burn, used by police to
control crowds
tear uptear up phrasal verb to destroy something
such as a document by tearing it into small
pieces � She tore up all her father’s letters.
� to tear up an agreement to refuse to do
what you have agreed to do
teasetease /ti
z/ (teases, teasing, teased) verb
to say or do something to annoy someone
on purpose � He teased her about her new
haircut. � Stop teasing that poor cat.
tea settea set /ti
 set/, tea service /ti
 �s#
vs/
noun a set of matching china, used for serv-

ing tea � Get out the best tea set because
Aunt Flora is coming.

COMMENT: A tea set will include cups, sau-
cers, small plates, a large plate for cakes,
a teapot, milk jug and sugar basin.

teaspoonteaspoon /ti
spu
n/ noun a small spoon
for stirring tea or other liquid � Can you
bring me a teaspoon, please?
tea toweltea towel /ti
 �taυəl/ noun a cloth which
you use for drying plates and dishes
techietechie /teki/, tekkie noun a person who
understands the more technical aspects of
things such as computers (informal)
technical

� technical /teknk(ə)l/ adj relating to
industrial processes or practical work �
Don’t bother with the technical details of
how the machine works, just tell me what it
does. � The instructions are too technical
for the ordinary person to understand.
technicalitytechnicality /�tekn|k�lti/ noun a little,
usually unimportant, detail which relates
to something
techniciantechnician /tek|nʃ(ə)n/ noun a person
who is a specialist in a particular area of in-
dustry or science
technique

� technique /tek|ni
k/ noun a way of
doing something [~for/~of] � modern tech-
niques of firefighting � He developed a new
technique for processing steel.
technotechno /teknəυ/ noun a type of fast
dance music using electronic instruments
technology

� technology /tek |nɒləd�i/ noun the
use or study of industrial or scientific skills
� We already have the technology to pro-
duce such a machine. � The government
has promised increased support for sci-
ence and technology.
teddy bearteddy bear /tedi beə/, teddy (plural
teddies) noun a child’s toy bear � The little
boy was clutching his old teddy bear.
tedioustedious /ti
diəs/ adj boring
teetee /ti
/ noun 1. a raised grass area on a
golf course where the ball is placed when
you begin to play each hole � He is walking
towards the sixteenth tee. 2. a little peg
which is pushed into ground, on which the
golf ball is placed to start playing a hole �

The ground is so hard I can hardly stick my
tee in.
teenageteenage /ti
ned�/ adj referring to
young people aged between 13 and 19 �
the teenage years � The teenage market for
their records is enormous.
teenager

� teenager /ti
ned�ə/ noun a young
person aged between 13 and 19 � She
writes stories for teenagers.
teensteens /ti
nz/ plural noun the age between
13 and 19
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teenyteeny /ti
ni/ adj very small (informal)
teeshirt

� teeshirt /ti
ʃ#
t/, T-shirt noun a light
shirt with a round neck and no buttons or
collar, usually with short sleeves
teeterteeter /ti
tə/ (teeters, teetering, tee-
tered) verb to wobble, to be very unstable
teeth

� teeth /ti
θ/ plural of tooth
teetheteethe /ti
ð/ (teethes, teething, teethed)
verb (of a baby) to have the first teeth start-
ing to grow � The baby wakes up at night
because he is teething.
teething problemsteething problems /ti
θŋ
�prɒbləmz/, teething troubles /ti
θŋ
�tr�b(ə)lz/ plural noun problems which
happen when a new process or system is
being introduced � We are experiencing
some teething problems with the new soft-
ware system.
teetotalteetotal /�ti
 |təυt(ə)l/ adj who never
drinks alcohol
TEFLTEFL abbr teaching of English as a for-
eign language
teltel abbr telephone
telecommunicationstelecommunications /�telikə |�mju
n |

keʃ(ə)nz/ plural noun a communication
system using e.g. telephone, radio, TV, sat-
ellites � Thanks to modern telecommunica-
tions, the information can be sent to our of-
fice in Japan in seconds. (NOTE: also short-
ened to telecoms /telkɒmz/)
telecommutertelecommuter /telikəmju
tə/ noun a
person who works from home, using email
and telephone as their main means of com-
municating with the company they work
for
teleconferenceteleconference /teli |�kɒnf(ə)rəns/
noun a meeting held by people in different
places using telephone and television
telegramtelegram /tel(r�m/ noun a message
sent by telegraph
telegraph poletelegraph pole /tel(rɑ
f pəυl/, tele-
graph post noun a pole which holds up a
telephone line
telemarketingtelemarketing /tel |�mɑ
ktŋ/ noun
the activity of selling goods and services
by telephone
telepathytelepathy /tə|lepəθi/ noun sending
thoughts or mental images from one per-
son to another without using the senses
telephone

� telephone /telfəυn/ noun a machine
which you use to speak to someone who is
some distance away � I was in the garden
when you called, but by the time I got to the
house the telephone had stopped ringing. �
She lifted the telephone and called the am-
bulance. � verb (telephones, telephoning,
telephoned) to call someone using a tele-

phone � Your wife telephoned when you
were out. � Can you telephone me at ten
o’clock tomorrow evening? � I need to tel-
ephone our office in New York. (NOTE: Tel-
ephone is often shortened to phone: phone
call, phone book, but not in the expressions
telephone switchboard, telephone opera-
tor, telephone exchange.)
telephone boxtelephone box /telfəυn bɒks/ noun a
shelter with windows round it containing a
public telephone (NOTE: often shortened to
phone box)
telephone directorytelephone directory /telfəυn da|

�rekt(ə)ri/ noun a book which lists names
of people and businesses in alphabetical
order with their phone numbers and ad-
dresses
telephone exchangetelephone exchange /telfəυn ks|

�tʃend�/ noun a central telephone switch-
board
telephone number

� telephone number /telfəυn
�n�mbə/ noun the number of a particular
telephone (NOTE: often shortened to phone
number)
telesalestelesales /teli |�selz/ noun same as tele-
marketing
telescope

� telescope /telskəυp/ noun a piece
of equipment for looking at objects which
are very far away, consisting of a long tube
with a series of lenses in it � With a tele-
scope you can see the ships very clearly. �
He watched the stars using a telescope in
his back garden.
televisetelevise /telvaz/ (televises, televis-
ing, televised) verb to broadcast some-
thing by television
television

� television /�tel |v�(ə)n/ noun 1.
sound and pictures which are sent through
the air or along cables and appear on a spe-
cial machine � television programmes � He
stayed in his room all evening, watching
television. 2. a piece of electrical equip-
ment which shows television pictures � I
switched off the television before going to
bed. (NOTE: Television is often written or
spoken as TV /�ti
 vi
/ .)
teleworkerteleworker /teliw#
kə/ noun a person
who works from home, using telephone
and email as their principal way of com-
municating with the company they work
for
tell

� tell /tel/ (tells, telling, told) verb 1. to
communicate something to someone, e.g. a
story or a joke � She told me a long story
about how she got lost in London. � I don’t
think they are telling the truth. 2. to give in-
formation to someone [~how/what/whether
etc/~(that)/~about] � She told me how to get
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there. � He told the police that he had seen
the accident take place. � Don’t tell my
mother you saw me at the pub. � Nobody
told us about the picnic. 3. � to tell some-
one what to do to give someone instruc-
tions � The teacher told the children to
stand in a line. � Give a shout to tell us
when to start. 4. to notice something
[~(that)] � You can tell he is embarrassed
because his face goes red. � He can’t tell
the difference between butter and marga-
rine.

tell off� phrasal verb to speak to some-
one angrily about something wrong he or
she has done (informal)

tellerteller /telə/ noun a clerk in a bank who
takes in money or pays it out to customers
� The teller told me that I couldn’t cash the
cheque.
tellingtelling /telŋ/ adj which has a certain ef-
fect
telltaletelltale /teltel/ adj which shows some-
thing
tellytelly /teli/ noun a television (informal)
temptemp /temp/ noun a worker who is ap-
pointed for a short time � We have two
temps working in the office this week. �
verb (temps, temping, temped) to work as
a temp � She has done some temping jobs.
� I’m temping for the moment until I can
find something permanent.
tempertemper /tempə/ noun the state of be-
coming angry � You have to learn to con-
trol your temper. � He has a violent temper.
� She got into a temper.
temperamenttemperament /temprəmənt/ noun the
nature of a person
temperatetemperate /temp(ə)rət/ adj which is
neither very hot nor very cold � The tem-
perate forests of northern Europe have
been badly affected by acid rain.
temperature

� temperature /temprtʃə/ noun 1.
heat measured in degrees � The tempera-
ture of water in the swimming pool is 25°.
� Temperatures at night can fall well below
zero. � We use this thermometer to take the
patient’s temperature. 2. an illness where
your body is hotter than normal � The doc-
tor says he’s got a temperature and has to
stay in bed.
tempesttempest /tempst/ noun a big storm (lit-
erary)
templatetemplate /tem |�plet/ noun something
that is used as a pattern to make other sim-
ilar things
templetemple /tempəl/ noun a building for
worship, usually Hindu or Buddhist, or an-

cient Greek or Roman � We visited the
Greek temples on the islands.
tempotempo /tempəυ/ noun 1. a rhythm or the
beat of music � The tempo of the band
speeded up as midnight approached. 2. the
speed at which something happens � He
found it difficult to keep up with the tempo
of life in the City.
temporarilytemporarily /�temp(ə)|rerəli/ adv for a
short time only
temporary

� temporary /temp(ə)rəri/ adj existing
or lasting only for a limited time � She has
a temporary job with a construction com-
pany. � This arrangement is only tempo-
rary.
tempt

� tempt /tempt/ (tempts, tempting,
tempted) verb to try to persuade someone
to do something, especially something
pleasant or wrong � Can I tempt you to
have another cream cake? � They tried to
tempt him to leave his job and work for
them.
temptationtemptation /temp |teʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the
state of being tempted 2. something which
attracts people � Putting chocolates near
the cash desk is just a temptation for little
children.
temptingtempting /temptŋ/ adj which attracts
ten

� ten /ten/ noun the number 10
tenacioustenacious /t|neʃəs/ adj holding on to
an idea tightly � her tenacious belief in so-
cialist principles
tenancytenancy /tenənsi/ noun a period during
which a tenant has an agreement to rent a
property
tenanttenant /tenənt/ noun a person or compa-
ny that rents e.g. a room, a flat, a house, an
office or land in which to live or work
tend

� tend /tend/ (tends, tending, tended)
verb 1. to look after something � His job is
to tend the flower beds in front of the town
hall. 2. � to tend to do something to be
likely to do something � She tends to lose
her temper very easily.
tendency

� tendency /tendənsi/ noun the way in
which someone or something is likely to
act � The photocopier has a tendency to
break down if you try to do too many copies
at the same time. � He has an unfortunate
tendency to sit in a corner and go to sleep
at parties.
tendertender /tendə/ adj 1. (of food) easy to cut
or chew � a plate of tender young beans �
The meat was so tender, you hardly needed
a knife to cut it. 2. showing love � The
plants need a lot of tender loving care. 3.
painful when touched
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tendontendon /tendən/ noun a piece of strong
tissue which attaches a muscle to a bone
tenementtenement /tenəmənt/ noun a large old
building which is divided into flats
tenettenet /tent/ noun a basic principle or be-
lief
tennertenner /tenə/ noun a ten pound note
(informal)
tennistennis /tens/ noun a game for two or
four players who use rackets to hit a ball
over a net � He’s joined the local tennis
club. � Would you like a game of tennis?
tenortenor /tenə/ adj with a high pitch, similar
to that of a tenor � He plays the tenor sax-
ophone. � He has a pleasant tenor voice.
Compare bass � noun a man who sings
with the highest male voice � The tenors
start the song, followed by the sopranos.
ten-pin bowlingten-pin bowling /�ten pn bəυlŋ/
noun a game where you roll a large ball and
try to knock down ten targets, shaped like
bottles
tense

� tense /tens/ adj (tenser, tensest) nerv-
ous and worried � I always get tense before
going to an interview. � The atmosphere in
the hall was tense as everyone waited for
the result of the vote. � noun the form of a
verb which shows the time when the action
takes place
tension

� tension /tenʃən/ noun 1. a state of
nervous anxiety � Tension built up as we
waited for the result. 2. a state of hostility
between countries, races, or groups [~be-
tween] � The talks are aimed at reducing
tension between these neighbouring repub-
lics. 3. the state of being tight � There’s a
lot of tension in your muscles.
tenttent /tent/ noun a shelter made of cloth,
held up by poles and attached to the ground
with ropes
tentacletentacle /tentək(ə)l/ noun a long arm
with suckers, such as that of an octopus
tenth

� tenth /tenθ/ adj relating to number 10
in a series � noun number 10 in a series
tenuoustenuous /tenjuəs/ adj not strong, very
slight
tenuretenure /tenjə/ noun 1. a right to hold
property or a position � Freehold farmers
have tenure of their land. 2. a period when
you hold an office � during his tenure as
honorary secretary 3. (in a college or uni-
versity) a right to hold a job permanently �
He’s on a contract but hopes to get tenure
next year.
tepidtepid /tepd/ adj 1. slightly warm � There
was no hot water left so my bath was only
tepid. � There’s only a bit of coffee left in
your mug and it’s probably tepid. 2. not

very enthusiastic � His tepid reaction to my
great plan disappointed me.
tequilatequila /t |ki
lə/ noun a strong Mexican
alcoholic drink
term

� term /t#
m/ noun 1. one of the parts of
a school or university year � The autumn
term ends on December 15th. � Next term
I’ll be starting to learn the piano. 2. a word
or phrase which has a particular meaning �
He used several technical terms which I
didn’t understand. � Some people use ‘dar-
ling’ as a term of affection.
terminalterminal /t#
mn(ə)l/ noun a building at
an airport where planes arrive or leave �

The flight leaves from Terminal 4. � adj re-
ferring to the last period of a serious illness
that will lead to death � terminal cancer �

The condition is terminal.
terminateterminate /t#
mnet/ (terminates, ter-
minating, terminated) verb to end some-
thing (NOTE: + termination n)
terminology

� terminology /�t#
m |nɒləd�i/ noun
special words or phrases used in a particu-
lar subject area
terminusterminus /t#
mnəs/ (plural termini or
terminuses) noun 1. a station at the end of
a railway line � Waterloo Station is the ter-
minus for Eurostar trains from Paris and
Brussels. 2. the place at the end of a jour-
ney by bus or coach � We got off two stops
before the terminus.
termitetermite /t#
mat/ noun a tropical white
insect, like a large ant, which eats wood
terrace

� terrace /terəs/ noun 1. a flat outdoor
area which is raised above another area �
The guests had drinks on the terrace before
going in to dinner. 2. a row of similar hous-
es connected together
terracottaterracotta /�terə |kɒtə/ noun 1. a red clay
used to make little statues, pots and tiles �
Terracotta flowerpots can crack in very
cold weather. 2. a dull red-brown colour
terrainterrain /tə |ren/ noun a particular type of
land surface
terrestrialterrestrial /tə |restriəl/ adj 1. referring to
the planet Earth 2. (of an animal or plant)
which lives on land, not in water � Mice
and rats are terrestrial animals. (NOTE: An-
imals and plants that live in water are aquat-
ic.)
terrible

� terrible /terb(ə)l/ adj very bad � We
shouldn’t have come to this party – the mu-
sic’s terrible. � There was a terrible storm
last night.
terribly

� terribly /terbli/ adv 1. very � I’m ter-
ribly sorry to have kept you waiting. � The
situation is terribly serious. 2. in a very bad
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way � The farmers suffered terribly from
drought.
terrierterrier /teriə/ noun a small dog, original-
ly one used in hunting
terrific

� terrific /tə|rfk/ adj 1. extremely good
� We had a terrific time at the party. 2. very
big or loud � There was a terrific bang and
the whole building collapsed.
terrifiedterrified /terfad/ adj very frightened
terrify

terrify /terfa/ (terrifies, terrifying, ter-
rified) verb to make someone very fright-
ened � The sound of thunder terrifies me.
territory

� territory /tert(ə)ri/ (plural territo-
ries) noun 1. a large area of land � They oc-
cupied all the territory on the east bank of
the river. 2. land which belongs to a coun-
try � A group of soldiers had wandered into
enemy territory. 3. an area which an animal
or bird thinks belongs only to it � Animals
often fight to defend their territories.
terror

� terror /terə/ noun great fear � They
live in constant terror of terrorist attacks.
terrorism

terrorism /terərz(ə)m/ noun a policy
of using violence in a political cause � Acts
of terrorism continued during the whole
summer. � The government has said that it
will not give in to terrorism.
terrorist

terrorist /terərst/ noun a person who
practises terrorism � Terrorists hijacked a
plane and told the pilot to fly to Rome. � adj
referring to terrorism � Terrorist attacks
have increased over the last few weeks.
terse

terse /t#
s/ adj concise, short, using few
words
tertiary

tertiary /t#
ʃəri/ adj referring to a third
stage, especially to the level of education
after the secondary � She’s studying at the
local tertiary college.
TESOLTESOL abbr Teaching of English to
Speakers of Other Languages
test

� test /test/ noun 1. an examination to
see if you know something � We had an
English test yesterday. � She passed her
driving test. 2. an examination to see if
something is working well � The doctor
will have to do a blood test. � It is a good
test of the car’s ability to brake fast. � verb
(tests, testing, tested) 1. to find out how
well someone can do something or how
well someone knows something � The
teacher tested my spoken German. 2. to ex-
amine someone or something to see if eve-
rything is working well � We need to test
your reactions to noise and bright lights. �
He has to have his eyes tested. � She tested
her new car in the snow.

test casetest case /test kes/ noun a court case
in which the decision will establish a prin-
ciple which other cases can follow
testifytestify /testfa/ (testifies, testifying,
testified) verb to give evidence in court
testimonytestimony /testməni/ noun a statement
given in court about what happened
test tubetest tube /test tju
b/ noun a small glass
tube, open at the top and with a rounded
bottom, used in laboratories to hold liquids
during experiments � Position the base of
the test tube over the flame.
tetanustetanus /tet(ə)nəs/ noun a serious dis-
ease caused by infection of a wound by
bacteria in the soil, which affects the spinal
cord and causes the jaw muscles to stiffen
tethertether /teðə/ noun a rope which attaches
an animal to a post � The horse had slipped
its tether and was galloping away down the
street. � verb (tethers, tethering, tethered)
to attach an animal to a post with a rope �
He tethered his horse to a post. � to be at
the end of your tether to be unable to stand
any more, to have lost all patience � He
was at the end of his tether and resigned af-
ter just one month in the job.
text

� text /tekst/ noun the written parts of a
document or book, not the pictures � It’s a
book for little children, with lots of pictures
and very little text.
textbooktextbook /tekstbυk/ noun a book which
students use to learn about the subject they
are studying
textiletextile /tekstal/ noun cloth
text messagetext message /tekst �mesd�/ noun a
message sent by telephone, using short
forms of words, which appear on the
screen of a mobile phone
text messagingtext messaging /tekst �mesd�ŋ/
noun the action of sending text messages
texturetexture /tekstʃə/ noun the way in which
the surface of a material can be felt � the
soft texture of velvet
texturedtextured /tekstʃəd/ adj with a certain
texture
than

� than /ðən, ð�n/ conj used to show a
comparison � It’s hotter this week than it
was last week. � prep used to link two parts
of a comparison � His car is bigger than
mine. � She was born in London, so she
knows it better than any other town. � You
can’t get more than four people into this
lift. � It’s less than five kilometres to the
nearest station.
thank

� thank /θ�ŋk/ (thanks, thanking,
thanked) verb to say or do something that
shows you are grateful to someone for do-
ing something for you � She thanked the
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policeman for helping her to cross the
street. � Don’t forget to thank Aunt Ann for
her present.
thankfulthankful /θ�ŋkf(ə)l/ adj glad because a
worry has gone away. � mercy
thanks

� thanks /θ�ŋks/ noun a word showing
that you are grateful � We sent our thanks
for the gift. � We did our best to help but
got no thanks for it. � The committee
passed a vote of thanks to the school for
having organised the meeting. � Many
thanks for your letter of the 15th. � interj
used to show you are grateful � Do you
want some more tea? – No thanks. I’ve had
two cups already. � Anyone want a lift to
the station? – Thanks, it’s a long walk from
here.
ThanksgivingThanksgiving /θ�ŋks|�(vŋ/ noun an
American festival, celebrating the first har-
vest of the Pilgrims who settled in the Unit-
ed States, on the fourth Thursday in No-
vember

COMMENT: The traditional menu for
Thanksgiving dinner is roast turkey with
cranberry sauce, followed by pumpkin
pie.

thanks to

� thanks to /θ�ŋks tu
/ prep used for
saying that someone or something is re-
sponsible for something or to blame for
something
thank you

� thank you /θ�ŋk ju
/ interj showing
that you are grateful � Thank you very
much for your letter of the 15th. � Did you
remember to say thank you to your grand-
mother for the present? � Would you like
another piece of cake? – No thank you, I’ve
had enough. � noun something that you do
or say to show you are grateful � Let’s say
a big thank you to the people who organ-
ised the show.
that

� that /ð�t/ adj used to show something
or someone that is further away or in the
past � Can you see that white house on the
corner over there? � Do you remember the
name of that awful hotel in Brighton?
Compare this � pron something or some-
one that is further away � That’s the book I
was talking about. � Do you know who that
is sitting at the next table? � Is that the
one? – Yes, that’s it. Compare this � rela-
tive pronoun used to give more information
about someone or something just men-
tioned � Where is the parcel that she sent
you yesterday? � Can you see the man that
sold you the ticket? � There’s the suitcase
that you left on the train! (NOTE: When it is
the object of a relative clause, that can
sometimes be left out: Where’s the letter he
sent you? Here’s the box you left in the bed-

room. When it is the subject, that can be re-
placed by which or who: a house that has
red windows or a house which has red win-
dows; the man that stole the car or the man
who stole the car.) � conj used after verbs
like ‘say’ or ‘think’ and adjectives like
‘glad’ or ‘disappointed’, and after ‘so’ or
‘such’ (after verbs like; and adjectives like)
� The restaurant was so expensive that we
could only afford one dish. � It rained so
hard that the street was like a river. � We
had such a lot of work that we didn’t have
any lunch. � There was such a long queue
that we didn’t bother waiting. � They told
me that the manager was out. � I don’t
think they knew that we were coming. � I’m
glad that the weather turned out fine.
(NOTE: That is often left out: He didn’t know
we were coming; It’s so hot in here we all
want a drink of water.) � adv to such a de-
gree � You must remember him, it’s not all
that long ago that we had a drink with him.
� His new car is not really that big.
thaw

thaw /θɔ
/ noun a time of warm weather
which makes snow and ice melt � The thaw
came early this year. � verb (thaws, thaw-
ing, thawed) to melt � The ice is thawing
on the village pond.
the

� the /ðə/; before a vowel /ð/ article 1.
meaning something in particular, as op-
posed to ‘a’ � Where’s the book you
brought back from the library? � That’s the
cat from next door. � The town centre has
been made into a pedestrian zone. 2. used
with something of which only one exists,
e.g. in the names of places � an expedition
to the Antarctic � A spacecraft landed on
the moon. � The sun came up over the hills.
3. used for referring to a thing in general �

born on the 31st of January � There’s noth-
ing interesting on the television tonight. �

She refuses to use the telephone. � The
streets are crowded at lunchtime. � Many
people were out of work during the 1990s.
� Both sisters play the flute. 4. meaning
something special � It’s the shop for men’s
clothes. � She’s the doctor for children’s
diseases. � That’s not the Charlie Chaplin,
is it? 5. used to compare � The more he eats
the thinner he seems to get. � The sooner
you do it the better. � This is by far the
shortest way to London. � She’s the tallest
person in the office.
the Antarctic

the Antarctic noun the area round the
South Pole
theater

theater /θətə/ noun US spelling of the-
atre
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theatre

� theatre /θətə/ noun a building in
which plays are shown � I’m trying to get
tickets for the theatre tonight. � What is the
play at the local theatre this week? � We’ll
have dinner early and then go to the thea-
tre. (NOTE: The US spelling is theater.)
theatricaltheatrical /θi|�trk(ə)l/ adj 1. referring
to the theatre � She had a distinguished
theatrical career before going into films. 2.
exaggerated, dramatic and not natural �
Throwing the letter on the floor and stamp-
ing on it was a bit theatrical.
thefttheft /θeft/ noun 1. the practice of stealing
2. an act of stealing � Thefts in supermar-
kets have increased enormously.
their

� their /ðeə/ adj belonging to them � Af-
ter the film, we went to their house for sup-
per. (NOTE: Do not confuse with there,
they’re.)
theirs

� theirs /ðeəz/ pron the one that belongs
to them � Which car is theirs – the Ford? �
She’s a friend of theirs. � The girls wanted
to borrow my car – theirs wouldn’t start.
them

� them /ðəm, ðem/ pron 1. referring to
people or things that have been mentioned
before � Do you like cream cakes? – No, I
don’t like them very much. � There’s a
group of people waiting outside. – Tell
them to come in. � She saw her friends and
asked them to help her. 2. referring to a sin-
gle person, used instead of him or her � If
someone phones, ask them to call back lat-
er.
theme

� theme /θi
m/ noun the main subject of
a book or article � The theme of the book is
how to deal with illness in the family.
theme parktheme park /θi
m pɑ
k/ noun an amuse-
ment park based on a single theme such as
a medieval castle
themselves

� themselves /ðəm |selvz/ pron refer-
ring to the same people or things that are
the subject of the verb � Cats always spend
a lot of time cleaning themselves. � It’s no
use going to the surgery – the doctors are
all ill themselves.
then

� then /ðen/ adv 1. at that time in the past
or future � He had been very busy up till
then. � Ever since then I’ve refused to eat
oysters. � We’re having a party next week.
– What a pity! I’ll be in Scotland then. 2.
after that � We all sat down, and then after
a few minutes the waiter brought us the
menu. � It was a busy trip – he went to
Greece, then to Italy and finally to Spain.
theologytheology /θi|ɒləd�i/ noun the study of
religion and the belief in God
theoremtheorem /θərəm/ noun a statement
which can be proved in mathematics

theoreticaltheoretical /�θə |retk(ə)l/ adj 1. refer-
ring to theories � a theoretical study of the
universe 2. not proved in practice � She has
the theoretical power to dismiss any of the
staff.
theoristtheorist /θərst/ noun a person who de-
velops theories
theory

� theory /θəri/ (plural theories) noun 1.
an explanation of something which has not
been proved but which you believe is true
[~that/~about] � I have this theory that the
criminal wanted to be caught.She doesn’t
have any theories about why he never
came back. 2. a careful scientific explana-
tion of why something happens � Galileo
put forward the theory that the earth turns
round the sun. 3. a statement of general
principles which may not apply in practice
� In theory the treatment should work, but
no one has ever tried it.
therapisttherapist /θerəpst/ noun a person who
is specially trained to give therapy
therapytherapy /θerəpi/ noun the treatment of a
patient to help cure a disease or condition
there

� there /ðeə/ adv 1. in that place � Is that
black van still there parked outside the
house? � Where have you put the tea? –
There, on the kitchen counter. 2. to that
place � We haven’t been to the British Mu-
seum yet. – Let’s go there tomorrow. �
Have you ever been to China? – Yes, I went
there last month. 3. used when giving
something to someone � There you are:
two fish and chips and a pot of tea. (NOTE:
Do not confuse with their, they’re.) � pron
used usually before the verb when the real
subject follows the verb � There’s a little
door leading onto the patio. � There’s
someone at the door asking for you. �
There are some pages missing in my news-
paper. � Were there a lot of people at the
cinema? � There seems to have been a lot
of rain during the night.
thereaboutsthereabouts /�ðeərə|baυts/ adv 1. near
that place � They live in Glasgow or there-
abouts. 2. about that number � They owe us
£250 or thereabouts.
therefore

� therefore /ðeəfɔ
/ adv for this reason
� I therefore have decided not to grant his
request. � They have reduced their prices,
therefore we should reduce ours if we want
to stay competitive.
thermalthermal /θ#
m(ə)l/ adj referring to heat �
noun a rising current of warm air � Hang-
gliders rose into the air on thermals.
thermometerthermometer /θə|mɒmtə/ noun an in-
strument for measuring temperature

Intermediate.fm  Page 645  Monday, August 23, 2004  5:36 PM



thermostat 646
thermostatthermostat /θ#
məυst�t/ noun an in-
strument which controls heating according
to a set temperature
thesaurusthesaurus /θ|sɔ
rəs/ (plural thesaurus-
es or thesauri) noun a book with words
collected into groups of similar meaning
these

� these /ði
z/ plural of this
thesisthesis /θi
ss/ (plural theses) noun 1. a
long piece of written research prepared by
a candidate for a higher university degree �
She is writing her thesis on the place of
women in Spanish literature. 2. a particular
point of view � His thesis is that, the lower
the income tax rate, the more people will
spend.
they

� they /ðe/ pron 1. referring to people or
things � Where do you keep the spoons? –
They’re in the right-hand drawer. � Who
are those people in uniform? – They’re
traffic wardens. � The children played in
the sun and they all got sunburnt. 2. refer-
ring to people in general � They say it’s go-
ing to be fine this weekend.
they’d

� they’d /ðed/ short form 1. they had 2.
they would
they’ll

� they’ll /ðel/ short form they will
they’re

� they’re /ðeə/ short form they are (NOTE:
Do not confuse with their, there.)
they’ve

� they’ve /ðev/ short form they have
thick

� thick /θk/ adj 1. bigger than usual
when measured from side to side � He cut
a slice of bread which was so thick it
wouldn’t go into the toaster. � The walls of
the castle are three metres thick. � Some
oranges have very thick skins. � He took a
piece of thick rope. 2. growing close to-
gether � They tried to make their way
through thick jungle. � The field was cov-
ered with thick grass. 3. (of a liquid) which
cannot flow easily � If the paint is too thick
add some water. � A bowl of thick soup is
just what we need on a cold day like this.
thickenthicken /θkən/ (thickens, thickening,
thickened) verb 1. to make something
thick � Thicken the sauce with cornflour. 2.
to become thick � The custard will thicken
when you heat it.
thicketthicket /θkt/ noun a small wood of
trees and bushes growing close together
thicknessthickness /θknəs/ noun 1. the state of
being thick or the extent to which some-
thing is thick 2. a layer of something
thick-skinnedthick-skinned /�θk sknd/ adj able to
stand a lot of criticism � Luckily he’s a
thick-skinned individual or he would be
very upset at what the tabloids say about
him.

thiefthief /θi
f/ (plural thieves) noun a person
who steals. � thick
thighthigh /θa/ noun the part at the top of the
leg between your knee and your hip
thimblethimble /θmb(ə)l/ noun a small cup
worn to protect the end of your finger when
sewing
thin

� thin /θn/ (thinner, thinnest) adj 1. not
fat � The table has very thin legs. � He
looks too thin – he should eat more. 2. not
thick � a plate of thin sandwiches � The
book is printed on very thin paper. � The
parcel was sent in a thin cardboard box. 3.
(of a liquid) which flows easily, often be-
cause of containing too much water � All
we had for lunch was a bowl of thin soup.
� Add water to make the paint thinner.
thing

� thing /θŋ/ noun 1. an object � Can you
see that black thing in the pan of soup? �

What do you use that big blue thing for? 2.
something in general � They all just sat
there and didn’t say a thing. � The first
thing to do is to call an ambulance. � That
was a stupid thing to do! � a good thing
something lucky � It’s a good thing there
was no police officer on duty at the door.
thingythingy /θŋi/ noun something whose
name you don’t know or can’t remember
think

� think /θŋk/ (thinks, thinking,
thought) verb 1. to consider something,
e.g. in order to make a decision [~about/of]
� She never thinks about how other people
might feel. � Whenever I think of him, I
smile. � You need to think carefully before
making your choice. 2. to have an opinion
or belief [~(that)/~of/about] � I think Lon-
don is a nicer town to live in than Frank-
furt. � Everyone thinks we’re mad to go on
holiday in December. � What did you think
of the film? � What will he think about my
new haircut? � The gang is thought to be
based in Spain. 3. to make a plan to do
something [~(that)/~of/about] � We’re
thinking we might open an office in New
York. � I’ve been thinking about going to
art college. � to think twice to consider
very carefully � Think twice before you
sign that contract. � I’d think twice about
spending all the money you’ve saved.

think about phrasal verb 1. to have some-
one or something in your mind � I was
just thinking about you when you phoned.
� All she thinks about is food. 2. to have
an opinion about something � What do
you think about the government’s plans
to increase taxes?
think of phrasal verb 1. to consider a plan
in your mind � We are thinking of going
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to Greece on holiday. 2. to have an opin-
ion about something � What do you think
of the government’s plans to increase
taxes? � I didn’t think much of the play.
� She asked him what he thought of her
idea. � to think better of something to
change your mind about something � He
was going to pay the whole cost himself,
and then thought better of it. � to tell
someone what you think of something
to criticise something � He went up to her
and told her exactly what he thought of
her stupid idea. � to think highly of
someone to have a high opinion of
someone � to think nothing of doing
something to consider something nor-
mal or easy � She thinks nothing of work-
ing ten hours a day. � think nothing of it!
please don’t bother to thank me for it
think out phrasal verb to consider some-
thing carefully in all its details
think over phrasal verb to consider a plan
or proposal very carefully
think through phrasal verb to consider
something carefully in all its details
think up phrasal verb to invent a plan or
new idea

thinkerthinker /θŋkə/ noun a person who
thinks
thinkingthinking /θŋkŋ/ noun the process of
reasoning about something
think tankthink tank /θŋk t�ŋk/ noun a group of
advisers who are appointed to discuss im-
portant problems and suggest how they
should be solved
third

� third /θ#
d/ adj relating to number 3 in
a series � She came third in the race. � The
cake shop is the third shop on the right. �
It will be her third birthday next Friday. �

noun 1. number 3 in a series � Her birthday
is on the third of March or March the third
(March 3rd). 2. one of three equal parts of
something � A third of the airline’s planes
are jumbos. � Two-thirds of the staff are
part-timers.
thirdlythirdly /θ#
dli/ adv as the third item on a
list. Compare firstly, secondly
third partythird party /�θ#
d pɑ
ti/ noun any per-
son other than the two main parties in-
volved in a contract or a civil case
third-ratethird-rate /�θ#
d ret/ adj quite bad.
Compare first-rate, second-rate
thirstthirst /θ#
st/ noun 1. a feeling of wanting
to drink � Digging the garden has given me
such a thirst! � They ran to the mountain
stream to quench their thirst. 2. a feeling of
wanting something � He studied at night to
satisfy his thirst for knowledge.

thirsty

� thirsty /θ#
sti/ adj feeling that you
want to drink � It’s so hot here that it
makes me thirsty.
thirteen

� thirteen /�θ#
 |ti
n/ noun the number
13
thirteenththirteenth /θ#
 |ti
nθ/ adj relating to
number 13 in a series � noun number 13 in
a series
thirtieththirtieth /θ#
təθ/ adj relating to number
30 in a series (NOTE: With dates thirtieth is
usually written 30th: May 30th, 1921; June
30th, 1896 (American style is 30 June
1896): say ‘the thirtieth of June’ or ‘June the
thirtieth’ (American style is ‘June thirtieth’).)
� noun number 30 in a series
thirty

� thirty /θ#
ti/ noun the number 30 �
He’s thirty (years old). � thirties the num-
bers between 30 and 39
this

� this /ðs/ adj, pron used to show some-
thing which is nearer or in the present, in
contrast to something else � This is the
shop I was telling you about. � I prefer
these earrings to those ones. � I saw him
on the train this morning. � My mother is
coming for tea this afternoon. � I expect to
hear from him this week. � adv so much �

I knew you were going to be late, but I
didn’t expect you to be this late.
thistlethistle /θs(ə)l/ noun a large wild plant
with prickly leaves and purple flowers
THNQTHNQ abbr thank you
thongthong /θɒŋ/ noun a rubber sandal held on
by a strap between the toes
thorn

� thorn /θɔ
n/ noun a thin pointed part on
some plants � Most roses have thorns.
thorough

� thorough /θ�rə/ adj 1. including eve-
rything that needs to be dealt with very
carefully � The police have carried out a
thorough search of the woods. 2. used for
emphasis � They made a thorough mess of
it. � It was a thorough waste of time.
thoroughbredthoroughbred /θ�rəbred/ noun a horse
of high quality whose parents and other
relatives are all known
thoroughfarethoroughfare /θ�rəfeə/ noun a main
road through a town, usually where there is
a lot of traffic
thoroughlythoroughly /θ�rəli/ adv 1. in a complete
and careful way � We searched the garden
thoroughly but couldn’t find his red ball. 2.
used for emphasis � I’m thoroughly fed up
with the whole business.
those

� those /ðəυz/ plural of that
though

� though /ðəυ/ adv, conj 1. used for
mentioning something that makes some-
thing else seem surprising � Though tired,
she still kept on running. � We don’t em-
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ploy a computer programmer, though many
companies do. 2. but � It is unlikely though
possible. � as though as if � His voice
sounded strange over the telephone, as
though he was standing in a cave. � That
shirt doesn’t look as though it has been
ironed. � It looks as though there is no one
in. � even though in spite of the fact that �
He didn’t wear a coat, even though it was
snowing.
thought

� thought /θɔ
t/ past tense and past par-
ticiple of think � noun an idea which you
have when thinking [~of] � I was terrified
at the thought of doing the exam. � He had
an awful thought – suppose they had left
the bathroom taps running?
thoughtfulthoughtful /θɔ
tf(ə)l/ adj 1. thinking
about something a lot � He looked thought-
ful, and I wondered if there was something
wrong. 2. being sensitive to what other
people want � It was very thoughtful of you
to come to see me in hospital.
thoughtlessthoughtless /θɔ
tləs/ adj without
thinking about other people
thousand

� thousand /θaυz(ə)nd/ noun the
number 1,000 � We paid two hundred thou-
sand pounds for the house (£200,000). �
thousands of a large number of � Thou-
sands of people lost money in the scheme.
thousandththousandth /θaυzənθ/ adj relating to
number 1,000 in a series � noun 1. number
1,000 in a series 2. one part out of a thou-
sand � a thousandth of a second
thrashthrash /θr�ʃ/ (thrashes, thrashing,
thrashed) verb to defeat another person or
team easily (informal) � She expects to be
thrashed by the champion.

thrash out phrasal verb 1. to try to hit
wildly in all directions � He thrashed out
at the youths with his stick. 2. to discuss
something until a solution is found � We
sat down with the management and
thrashed out a compromise. � They spent
all day thrashing out a solution to the
problem.

thrashingthrashing /θr�ʃŋ/ noun 1. a severe
beating 2. an easy defeat in a game
threadthread /θred/ noun a long strand of cot-
ton, silk, or other fibre � A spider spins a
thread to make its web. � Wait a moment,
there’s a white thread showing on your
coat.
threadbarethreadbare /θredbeə/ adj very worn
threat

� threat /θret/ noun a warning to some-
one that you are going to do something un-
pleasant, especially if he or she does not do
what you want [~of/~to] � The company
made numerous threats of legal action. �

The police took the threat to the Prime
Minister very seriously. � Do you think
they will carry out their threat to bomb the
capital if we don’t surrender?
threaten

� threaten /θret(ə)n/ (threatens,
threatening, threatened) verb to warn that
you are going to do something unpleasant,
especially if someone does not do what
you want � She threatened to go to the po-
lice. � The teacher threatened her with
punishment.
threateningthreatening /θret(ə)nŋ/ adj suggesting
that something unpleasant will happen
three

� three /θri
/ noun the number 3 (NOTE:
three (3) but third (3rd))
3-D3-D /�θri
 di
/ noun vision in three dimen-
sions
three-quarters

� three-quarters /θri
 kwɔ
təz/ plural
noun three fourths, 75%
thresholdthreshold /θreʃhəυld/ noun 1. a bar
across the floor of a doorway � She
stopped at the threshold and looked back
into the room. 2. a point where something
begins � She’s on the threshold of a great
career in teaching.
threw

� threw /θru
/ past tense of throw (NOTE:
Do not confuse with through.)
thrillthrill /θrl/ noun a feeling of great excite-
ment � It gave me a thrill to see you all
again after so many years. � I experienced
the thrill of sailing near to a waterfall. �

verb (thrills, thrilling, thrilled) to make
someone very excited � We were thrilled to
get your letter.
thrillerthriller /θrlə/ noun an exciting work of
art, e.g. a crime novel or a film
thrillingthrilling /θrlŋ/ adj which makes you
very excited
thrive

� thrive /θrav/ (thrives, thriving,
thrived) verb to grow well and be strong �

a thriving community
throat

� throat /θrəυt/ noun 1. the tube which
goes from the back of your mouth down
the inside of your neck � I’ve got a sore
throat. � She got a fish bone stuck in her
throat. 2. your neck, especially the front
part � He put his hands round her throat
and pressed hard. � to clear your throat to
give a little cough � He cleared his throat
and started to speak.
throbthrob /θrɒb/ (throbs, throbbing,
throbbed) verb 1. to beat fast � She stopped
running, and stood still with her heart
throbbing. � The engine started to throb
more regularly and the great ship started to
move. 2. to have a pain which comes regu-
larly like a heartbeat � When I woke up I
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had a sore throat and my head was throb-
bing.
thronethrone /θrəυn/ noun a chair on which a
king or queen sits during ceremonies
throngthrong /θrɒŋ/ noun a large crowd of peo-
ple (literary) � The stars had difficulty mak-
ing their way through the throng of fans
outside the cinema. � verb (throngs,
thronging, thronged) to crowd together �
The children thronged round the TV star. �
The shopping precinct was thronged with
shoppers in the days before Christmas.
throttlethrottle /θrɒt(ə)l/ noun a valve on a pipe
in an engine, which allows variable quanti-
ties of fuel to pass into an engine � He had
to retire from the race when his throttle
jammed. � verb (throttles, throttling, throt-
tled) to strangle someone by squeezing the
neck, and preventing him or her breathing
� I could throttle him sometimes when he
gives me that sort of answer.
through

� through /θru
/ prep 1. across to the in-
side of something � The bullet went
straight through the door. � She looked
through the open door. � Cold air is com-
ing in through the hole in the wall. � The
street goes straight through the centre of
the town. � She pushed the needle through
the ball of wool. 2. during a period of time
� They insisted on talking all through the
film. � Snow accumulated through the win-
ter. � adv going in at one side and coming
out of the other side � Someone left the
gate open and all the sheep got through.
throughout

� throughout /θru |aυt/ prep, adv in all
or several parts of � Throughout the coun-
try floods are causing problems on the
roads. � Heavy snow fell throughout the
night.
throw

� throw /θrəυ/ (throws, throwing, threw,
thrown) verb to send something through
the air � How far can he throw a cricket
ball? � They were throwing stones through
car windows. � She threw the letter into the
wastepaper basket. � He was thrown into
the air by the blast from the bomb.

throw away phrasal verb to get rid of
something which you do not need any
more
throw in phrasal verb to add something
extra as a bargain � When we bought our
new oven, they threw in a set of sauce-
pans as a free gift.
throw off phrasal verb 1. to remove
something quickly � She threw off the
bedclothes and ran out of the room. 2. to
recover from an illness � She’s had a
cough for several days, and can’t throw

it off.
throw out phrasal verb 1. to push some-
one outside � When they started to fight,
they were thrown out of the restaurant. 2.
to get rid of something which you do not
need � I’m throwing out this old office
desk. 3. to refuse to accept something �

The proposal was thrown out by the plan-
ning committee.
throw up phrasal verb 1. to let food come
up from your stomach and out through
your mouth (informal) � The cat threw up
all over the sofa. 2. to give up something
� She’s thrown up her job and gone to
live in Australia.

throwbackthrowback /θrəυ |�b�k/ noun a person or
thing that seems to belong to a time in the
past
throw-inthrow-in /θrəυ n/ noun (in football) the
act of throwing the ball back into play from
the touchline
thrown

� thrown /θrəυn/ past participle of
throw (NOTE: Do not confuse with throne.)
thruthru /θru
/ prep, adv, adj US same as
through
thrushthrush /θr�ʃ/ (plural thrushes or same)
noun a common brown bird with brown
spots on its light-coloured breast
thrustthrust /θr�st/ verb (thrusts, thrusting,
thrust) to push something somewhere sud-
denly and hard � He thrust the newspaper
into his pocket. � She thrust the documents
into her briefcase. � noun 1. the act of sud-
denly pushing something strongly � He
was killed with a thrust of his opponent’s
sword. 2. a force which pushes someone or
something � The thrust of the engines
pushed him back in his seat. � the thrust of
something the important or main part of
the content of a report, speech or discus-
sion
thudthud /θ�d/ noun a dull, heavy noise � His
head hit the ground with a sickening thud.
� They could hear the thud of the guns in
the distance. � verb (thuds, thudding,
thudded) to make a dull noise � A stone
thudded into the wall behind him.
thugthug /θ�(/ noun a violent person
thumb

� thumb /θ�m/ noun a part on the side of
your hand that looks like a short thick fin-
ger � The baby was sucking its thumb. �

How she cried when she hit her thumb with
the hammer!
thumbnailthumbnail /θ�m |�nel/ noun the nail on
your thumb
thump

� thump /θ�mp/ noun a dull noise �
There was a thump from upstairs as if
someone had fallen out of bed. � verb
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(thumps, thumping, thumped) to hit
someone hard with your fist
thunderthunder /θ�ndə/ noun a loud noise in the
air following a flash of lightning � a tropi-
cal storm accompanied by thunder and
lightning � He was woken by the sound of
thunder. � verb (thunders, thundering,
thundered) to make a loud noise in the air
following lightning � It thundered during
the night.
thunderstormthunderstorm /θ�ndəstɔ
m/ noun a
storm with rain, thunder and lightning
Thurs.Thurs. abbr Thursday
Thursday

� Thursday /θ#
zde/ noun the day be-
tween Wednesday and Friday, the fourth
day of the week � Last Thursday was
Christmas Day. � Shall we arrange to meet
next Thursday? � Today is Thursday, April
14th. � The club meets on Thursdays or
every Thursday. � The 15th is a Wednes-
day, so the 16th must be a Thursday.
thus

� thus /ð�s/ adv 1. in this way � The two
pieces fit together thus. � She is only fif-
teen, and thus cannot vote. 2. as a result �

She is only fifteen, and thus is not able to
take part in the over-sixteens competition.
thwartthwart /θwɔ
t/ (thwarts, thwarting,
thwarted) verb to prevent someone doing
something � He was thwarted by the police
in his attempt to get into the building. � His
career move was thwarted by the new man-
ager.
thymethyme /tam/ noun a common herb used
as flavouring
tiaratiara /ti |ɑ
rə/ noun a small jewelled crown
tictic /tk/ noun a twitch of the muscles, usu-
ally in the face, which cannot be controlled
ticktick /tk/ noun 1. a sound made every sec-
ond by a clock � The only sound we could
hear in the room was the tick of the grand-
father clock. 2. a mark written to show that
something is correct � Put a tick in the box
marked ‘R’. � verb (ticks, ticking, ticked)
1. to mark something with a tick to show
that you approve � Tick the box marked ‘R’
if you require a receipt. 2. to make a quiet
regular sound noise like a clock � All you
could hear was the clock ticking in the cor-
ner of the library. � Watch out! That par-
cel’s ticking!

tick off phrasal verb 1. to mark something
with a tick � She ticked off the names on
the list. 2. � to tick someone off to say
that you are annoyed with someone
(informal) � The policeman ticked them
off for running across the road in front of
a bus.

ticket

� ticket /tkt/ noun 1. a piece of paper
or card which allows you to travel � They
won’t let you get onto the train without a
ticket. � We’ve lost our plane tickets – how
can we get to Chicago? 2. a piece of paper
which allows you to go into a place, e.g. a
cinema or an exhibition [~for] � Can I have
three tickets for the 8.30 show please? �

We tried several theatres but there were no
tickets left anywhere.
tickletickle /tk(ə)l/ (tickles, tickling, tickled)
verb 1. to touch someone in a sensitive part
of the body in order to make him or her
laugh � She tickled his toes and made him
laugh. 2. to cause a slight uncomfortable
feeling on the skin of part of the body, or to
have that feeling
tidal wavetidal wave /tad(ə)l wev/ noun a huge
wave in the sea, caused by an underwater
earthquake and not by the tide
tidetide /tad/ noun the regular rising and fall-
ing movement of the sea � The tide came in
and cut off the children on the rocks. � The
tide is out – we can walk across the sand.
tidilytidily /tadli/ adv in a tidy way
tidytidy /tadi/ (tidier, tidiest) adj with every-
thing arranged in the correct way or in an
organised way � I want your room to be
completely tidy before you go out. � She
put her clothes in a tidy pile.
tie

� tie /ta/ noun 1. a long piece of coloured
cloth which men wear round their necks
under the collar of their shirts � He’s wear-
ing a blue tie with red stripes. � They won’t
let you into the restaurant if you haven’t
got a tie on. 2. a result in a competition or
election where both sides have the same
score � The result was a tie and the vote
had to be taken again. � verb (ties, tying,
tied) 1. to attach something with string,
rope or twine � The parcel was tied with a
little piece of string. � He tied his horse to
the post. � The burglars tied his hands be-
hind his back. 2. to have the same score as
another team in a competition � They tied
for second place.

tie down phrasal verb 1. to attach some-
thing to the floor, to the ground, etc. 2. to
make someone accept certain conditions
tie up phrasal verb 1. to put string or rope
round something � The parcel was tied
up with thick string. � You should tie that
dog up or it will bite someone. 2. to buy
something, so that the money is not avail-
able for other purposes � All his fortune
is tied up in property. � to be tied up to
be busy � I’m rather tied up at the mo-
ment – can we try to meet next week some
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tiebreakertiebreaker /ta|�brekə/, tiebreak noun a
way of deciding the winner of a game or a
competition, e.g. by asking an extra ques-
tion
tie-intie-in noun something such as a book,
which is brought out in connection with a
successful film or television programme
tiertier /tə/ noun one of a series of steps, usu-
ally a row of seats in a theatre � They sat on
the topmost tier of seats.
tifftiff /tf/ noun a small argument or quarrel
(informal)
tigertiger /ta(ə/ noun a large wild animal of
the cat family which is yellow with black
stripes and lives mainly in India and China
(NOTE: The female is a tigress.)
tight

� tight /tat/ adj 1. fitting too closely �

These shoes hurt – they’re too tight. 2.
holding firmly � Keep a tight hold of the
bag, we don’t want it stolen.
tightentighten /tat(ə)n/ (tightens, tightening,
tightened) verb to make tight or become
tight

tighten up /�tat(ə)n �p ɒn/ verb to con-
trol something more carefully [~on] �

They have tightened up on parking in this
area.

tight-knittight-knit /tat nt/ adj (of a group of peo-
ple) who are good friends together
tight-lippedtight-lipped /tat lpt/ adj not prepared
to comment on a subject
tightly

� tightly /tatli/ adv in a tight way
tightropetightrope /tatrəυp/ noun a rope
stretched between two poles on which
someone can walk or perform tricks
tightstights /tats/ plural noun a piece of cloth-
ing made of thin material, covering your
hips, and your legs and feet separately,
worn especially by girls, women and danc-
ers � Look – you’ve got a hole in your
tights!
tiletile /tal/ noun 1. a flat piece of baked clay
used as a covering for floors, walls or roofs
� The floor is covered with red tiles. � We
are putting white tiles on the bathroom
walls. 2. a similar piece of another kind of
material used to cover floors or walls �
They put cork tiles on the walls. � verb
(tiles, tiling, tiled) to cover the surface of a
roof, a floor or a wall with tiles � a white-
tiled bathroom � They have tiled the kitch-
en with red floor tiles.
till

� till /tl/ prep, conj up to the time when �

I don’t expect him to be home till after nine
o’clock. � They worked from morning till
night to finish the job. � We worked till the

sun went down. � noun a drawer for keep-
ing cash in a shop � There was not much
money in the till at the end of the day.
tilttilt /tlt/ (tilts, tilting, tilted) verb 1. to
slope � The shelf is tilting to the right. �

You’ll have to change places – the boat is
tilting. 2. to put something in a sloping po-
sition � He tilted the barrel over to get the
last drops of beer out.
timber

� timber /tmbə/ noun wood cut ready
for building � These trees are being grown
to provide timber for houses.
time

� time /tam/ noun 1. a particular point in
the day shown in hours and minutes �
What time is it or what’s the time? � Can
you tell me the time please? � The time is
exactly four thirty. � Departure times are
delayed by up to fifteen minutes because of
the volume of traffic. � to tell the time to
read the time on a clock or watch � She’s
only three so she can’t tell the time yet. 2.
the hour at which something usually hap-
pens [~for] � The closing time for the office
is 5.30. � It’s must be nearly time for din-
ner – I’m hungry. � Is it time for the chil-
dren to go to bed? � bedtime, lunchtime 3.
an amount of hours, days, weeks, months
or years that is available for someone to do
something [~for] � Do you have time for a
cup of coffee? � There’s no need to hurry –
we’ve got plenty of time. � He spent all that
time watching the TV. � If the fire alarm
rings, don’t waste time putting clothes on –
run out of the hotel fast. 4. a certain period
� We haven’t been to France for a long
time. � We had a letter from my mother a
short time ago. 5. a particular moment
when something happens � They didn’t
hear anything as they were asleep at the
time. � By the time the ambulance arrived
the man had died. � You can’t do two
things at the same time. 6. a period when
things are pleasant or bad � Everyone had
a good time at the party. � We had an awful
time on holiday – the hotel was dreadful,
and it rained solidly for ten days. 7. one of
several moments or periods when some-
thing happens � I’ve seen that film on TV
four times already. � That’s the last time
I’ll ask them to play cards. � Next time you
come, bring your swimming things. � time
after time, time and again repeatedly,
again and again � I’ve told her time after
time not to do it. 8. the rhythm of a piece of
music � It’s difficult keeping time in a mod-
ern piece like this. � He tapped his foot in
time to the music. � verb (times, timing,
timed) to count something in hours, min-
utes and seconds � I timed him as he ran

Intermediate.fm  Page 651  Monday, August 23, 2004  5:36 PM



time bomb 652
round the track. � Don’t forget to time the
eggs – they have to cook for only three min-
utes. � find time /fand tam/ to do some-
thing even though you are busy � In the
middle of the meeting he still found time to
phone his girlfriend. � We must find time to
visit the new staff sports club. � for the
time being temporarily � We will leave the
furniture as it is for the time being. � in …
time after a particular period from now �

We’re going on holiday in four weeks’ time.
� to take time to need a certain amount of
time � It didn’t take you much time to get
dressed. � Don’t hurry me, I like to take my
time. � at times on some occasions � At
times I think he’s quite mad. � at all times
always � Passengers should keep hold of
their baggage at all times.
time bombtime bomb /tam bɒm/ noun 1. a bomb
with a clock attached, which can be set to
explode at a certain time � They said that
they had left a time bomb in the railway
station. 2. a difficult situation which will
happen in the future � The rapid increase
in the world’s population is a time bomb
for future governments.
time-consumingtime-consuming /tam kən |�sju
mŋ/
adj which takes a lot of time to do
time frametime frame /tam frem/ noun the peri-
od of time during which something should
take place
timelesstimeless /tamləs/ adj which is not af-
fected by time
time limit

� time limit /tam �lmt/ noun a point
in time by which something should be
done
timelytimely /tamli/ adj which happens at the
right moment
time offtime off /tam ɒf/ noun time away from
work or school
time outtime out /�tam aυt/ noun � to take time
out from something to take a rest from
some activity � She took time out from her
work to come and say hello to the visitors.
timertimer /tamə/ noun a device which times
things � The timer buzzed to show that the
five minutes were up.
timescaletimescale /tamskel/ noun the period
of time during which something should be
completed
timetabletimetable /tamteb(ə)l/ noun a printed
list which shows the times at which some-
thing such as classes in school or trains
leaving will happen � We have two English
lessons on the timetable today. � Accord-
ing to the timetable, there should be a train
to London at 10.22. � verb (timetables,
timetabling, timetabled) to arrange the

times for something to happen � You are
timetabled to speak at 4.30.
time zone

� time zone /tam zəυn/ noun one of
24 bands in the world in which the same
standard time is used
timidtimid /tmd/ adj afraid to do something
timingtiming /tamŋ/ noun the act of arrang-
ing the time at which something happens
tin

� tin /tn/ noun 1. a silver-coloured soft
metal � Bronze is a mixture of copper and
tin. � There have been tin mines in Corn-
wall since Roman times. 2. a metal contain-
er in which food or another substance is
sold and can be kept for a long time � I’m
lazy – I’ll just open a tin of soup. � She
bought three tins of cat food. � We’ll need
three tins of white paint for the ceiling. 3.
any metal box � Keep the biscuits in a tin
or they’ll go soft. � She puts her spare
coins into a tin by the telephone.
tinfoiltinfoil /tnfɔl/ noun a thin sheet of alu-
minium, used to cover food
tingetinge /tnd�/ noun a slight colour or feel-
ing of something � She has has blonde hair
with tinges of red. � The fabric is red with
a blue tinge. � There was a slight tinge of
sadness in the air as they left the house for
the last time.
tingletingle /tŋ(əl/ noun a feeling like a lot of
small sharp things sticking into your skin �
It didn’t hurt, I just felt a tingle in my leg. �
We felt a tingle of excitement as we queued
for the roller coaster. � verb (tingles, tin-
gling, tingled) to have a sharp prickling
feeling � ‘Are your fingers tingling?’ asked
the doctor. � It will tingle when I put the
antiseptic on your cut.
tinkertinker /tŋkə/ (tinkers, tinkering, tink-
ered), tinker around verb to try to make
something work better, but not very suc-
cessfully [~with] � He spent Saturday
morning tinkering about with his car. � The
government are just tinkering with the
economy when they should be taking
strong action.
tinkletinkle /tŋkəl/ noun a noise like the ring-
ing of a little bell � verb (tinkles, tinkling,
tinkled) to make a little ringing noise � The
little bell tinkled as she went into the shop.
tinnedtinned /tnd/ adj preserved and sold in a
tin
tin openertin opener /tn �əυp(ə)nə/ noun an ob-
ject used for opening tins of food
tinseltinsel /tnsəl/ noun thin strips of glitter-
ing metal used as Christmas decorations
tinttint /tnt/ noun a slight shade of colour �
A rosy tint in the eastern sky was the first
sign of dawn. � Do you prefer this blue
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with a tint of grey in it? � verb (tints, tint-
ing, tinted) to give something a slight
shade of colour � tinted glass � Windows of
aircraft are tinted to reduce the glare from
the sun. � He was wearing tinted specta-
cles. � How much would it cost to have my
hair tinted?
tiny

� tiny /tani/ (tinier, tiniest) adj very
small � Can I have just a tiny bit more pud-
ding? � The spot is so tiny you can hardly
see it. � She lives in a tiny village in the
Welsh mountains.
tip

� tip /tp/ noun 1. the end of something
long [~of] � You have to touch the tip of
your nose with your finger. 2. money given
to someone who has provided a service �

The service hasn’t been very good – should
we leave a tip for the waiter? � The staff
are not allowed to accept tips. 3. advice on
something which could be profitable [~on]
� He gave me some tips on training my
dog. 4. a place where household rubbish is
taken to be thrown away � verb (tips, tip-
ping, tipped) 1. to pour something out �
He picked up the box and tipped the con-
tents out onto the floor. � She tipped all the
food out of the bag. 2. to give money to
someone who has helped you � I tipped the
waiter £1. � Should we tip the driver?

tip off phrasal verb to warn someone
about something (informal) � We think he
tipped the burglars off that the police
were outside.
tip up phrasal verb 1. to lean and fall over
� The cup tipped up and all the tea went
into the saucer. 2. to turn something over
so that the contents fall out � He tipped
up the bottle to see if there was any toma-
to sauce left inside.

tip-offtip-off /tp ɒf/ noun a piece of useful in-
formation, given secretly (informal)
tipsytipsy /tpsi/ adj rather drunk
tiptoetiptoe /tptəυ/ (tiptoes, tiptoeing, tip-
toed) verb to walk quietly on the tips of
your toes � She tiptoed into the room and
looked at the baby.
tiradetirade /ta|red/ noun a long speech at-
tacking something
tiretire /taə/ (tires, tiring, tired) verb 1. to
become tired � He is getting old and tires
easily. 2. to make someone become tired �

We went for a long cycle ride to tire the
children out. � to tire of something or
someone to lose interest in something or
someone � The children soon tired of play-
ing with their toy soldiers.
tired

� tired /taəd/ adj 1. feeling that you
want to sleep � I’m tired – I think I’ll go to

bed. � If you feel tired, lie down on my bed.
2. feeling that you need rest � We’re all
tired after a long day at the office.
tirelesstireless /taələs/ adj full of energy, never
needing to rest
tiresometiresome /taəs(ə)m/ adj annoying
tiringtiring /taərŋ/ adj which makes you
tired
tissue

� tissue /tʃu
/ noun a soft paper hand-
kerchief � There is a box of tissues beside
the bed.
tittit /tt/ noun a woman’s breast (informal)
titbittitbit /ttbt/ noun a special little piece of
food or of gossip (NOTE: The US spelling is
tidbit.)
title

� title /tat(ə)l/ noun 1. the name of
something, e.g. a book, play, painting or
film � He’s almost finished the play but
hasn’t found a title for it yet. 2. a word such
as Dr, Mr, Professor, Lord, Sir or Lady put
in front of a name to show an honour or a
qualification
title roletitle role /tat(ə)l rəυl/ noun the part in a
play or film which gives the name to the
play or film
tittertitter /ttə/ (titters, tittering, tittered)
verb to give a little laugh (NOTE: + titter n)
T-junctionT-junction /ti
 �d��ŋkʃən/ noun a junc-
tion where one road joins another at right
angles
to

� to /tə, tυ, tu
/ prep 1. showing direc-
tion or place � They went to the police sta-
tion. � Do you know the way to the beach?
� The river is to the north of the town. �

Everyone take one step to the right, please.
2. showing a period of time � The office is
open from 9.30 to 5.30, Monday to Friday.
� She slept from 11.30 to 8.30 the following
morning. 3. showing time in minutes be-
fore an hour � Get up – it’s five to seven
(6.55). � The train leaves at a quarter to
eight (7.45). (NOTE: To is used for times be-
tween the half hour and o’clock: 3.35 = twen-
ty-five to four; 3.45 = a quarter to four; 3.55
= five minutes to four. For times after the
hour see past.) 4. showing a person or ani-
mal that receives something � Take the
book to the librarian. � Pass the salt to
your grandfather. � You must be kind to
cats. 5. showing a connection or relation-
ship � They lost by twelve to nine. � There
are four keys to the office. � In this class
there are 28 children to one teacher.
toadstooltoadstool /təυdstu
l/ noun a small fun-
gus shaped like an umbrella, but usually
not edible, and sometimes poisonous
(NOTE: White edible fungi are called mush-
rooms.)
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toasttoast /təυst/ noun pieces of bread which
have been heated at a high temperature un-
til they are brown � Can you make some
more toast? � She asked for scrambled
eggs on toast.
toastertoaster /təυstə/ noun an electric device
for toasting bread
tobaccotobacco /tə|b�kəυ/ noun the dried
leaves of a plant used to make cigarettes
and cigars, and for smoking in pipes (NOTE:
no plural)
toboggantoboggan /tə|bɒ(ən/ noun a sledge
made of a long flat piece of wood curved
upwards at the front, designed for sliding
downhill on snow or ice � The children
pulled their toboggans to the hill.
today

� today /tə|de/ noun this day � Today’s
her sixth birthday. � What’s the date to-
day? � There’s a story in today’s newspa-
per about a burglary in our road. � adv on
this day � He said he wanted to see me to-
day, but he hasn’t come yet.
toddler

� toddler /tɒdlə/ noun a child who has
just learnt to walk
toe

� toe /təυ/ noun one of the five parts like
fingers at the end of the foot � She trod on
my toe and didn’t say she was sorry. � to
keep someone on their toes to keep
someone ready or alert � My job is to make
sure the staff are always on their toes.
TOEFLTOEFL /təυf(ə)l/ trademark Test of Eng-
lish as a Foreign Language
TOEICTOEIC /təυk/ trademark Test of English
for International Communication
toenailtoenail /təυnel/ noun a nail covering the
end of a toe
toffeetoffee /tɒfi/ noun a sticky sweet made by
cooking sugar and butter
tofutofu /təυfu
/ noun bean curd, a soft white
paste made from soya beans
together

� together /tə |(eðə/ adv 1. doing some-
thing with someone else or in a group �
Tell the children to stay together or they’ll
get lost. � Why don’t we all go to the cine-
ma together? 2. joined with something else
or with each other � Tie the sticks together
with string. � Do you think you can stick
the pieces of the cup together again? � If
you add all the figures together, you’ll get
the total sales. � We’ve had three sand-
wiches and three beers – how much does
that come to all together?
togethernesstogetherness /tə |(eðənəs/ noun a feel-
ing of friendliness and closeness with a
person or people you know well
toggletoggle /tɒ((ə)l/ (toggles, toggling, tog-
gled) verb (in computers) to change be-

tween two states � The symbol can be tog-
gled on and off the display.
toiltoil /tɔl/ (toils, toiling, toiled) verb to
work hard � They toiled for months to try to
improve the conditions of the workers. �

She was toiling away at a hot stove. (NOTE:
+ toil n)
toilet

� toilet /tɔlət/ noun 1. a bowl with a
seat on which you sit to get rid of waste
from your body � There is a shower and
toilet in the bathroom. � to flush a toilet to
press a handle to make water flow through
the toilet bowl to clear it � Don’t forget to
flush the toilet. 2. a room with a toilet bowl
in it � The ladies’ toilet is at the end of the
corridor. � The gents’ toilets are down-
stairs and to the right. � There’s a public
toilet at the railway station.
toilet papertoilet paper /tɔlət �pepə/ noun soft
paper for wiping your bottom after going
to the toilet
toiletriestoiletries /tɔlətriz/ plural noun things,
e.g. soap, cream and perfume,which are
used in washing the body or making your-
self smell nice
toilet rolltoilet roll /tɔlət rəυl/ noun a roll of toi-
let paper
tokentoken /təυkən/ noun 1. a thing which is
a sign or symbol of something � Please ac-
cept this small gift as a token of our grati-
tude. 2. a piece of paper or card, which is
used in the place of money � You can use
these tokens to pay for meals. 3. a plastic or
metal disc, which is used instead of money
� She put a token into the slot machine.
told

� told /təυld/ past tense and past partici-
ple of tell
tolerancetolerance /tɒlərəns/ noun 1. the prac-
tice of accepting or allowing something
which you do not agree with � tolerance of
other people’s views 2. the ability of the
body to stand the effect of a drug or a poi-
son
toleranttolerant /tɒlərənt/ adj who shows toler-
ance
toleratetolerate /tɒləret/ (tolerates, tolerating,
tolerated) verb 1. to allow something
which you do not like to happen without
complaining about it � She does not toler-
ate singing in the classroom. 2. to allow
something which you do not agree with to
exist � Opposition parties are not tolerated
in that country. � He is not known for tol-
erating people with opposing views to his.
3. to accept the effect of a drug or a poison
� The body can tolerate small amounts of
poison. (NOTE: + toleration n)
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tolltoll /təυl/ noun 1. a payment for using a
service, usually a road, bridge or ferry 2.
the number of people hurt, of buildings
damaged, etc. 3. the solemn ringing of a
bell � The toll of the great bell could be
heard across the marshes. � verb (tolls,
tolling, tolled) to ring a bell slowly, as for
a funeral � The bell was tolling as the cof-
fin arrived at the church.
tomato

� tomato /tə|mɑ
təυ/ (plural tomatoes)
noun a small round red fruit used in salads
and cooking � Tomatoes cost 30p per kilo.
� We had a salad of raw cabbage and to-
matoes. � Someone in the crowd threw a
tomato at the speaker on the platform.
tomb

� tomb /tu
m/ noun a grave, sometimes
one with an underground vault
tomboytomboy /tɒmbɔ/ noun a girl who enjoys
playing boys’ games
tombstonetombstone /tu
mstəυn/ noun a large
stone placed on a grave with the name of
the dead person written on it
tomcattomcat /tɒmk�t/ noun a male cat
tometome /təυm/ noun a large book
tomorrow

� tomorrow /tə |mɒrəυ/ adv on to the
day after today � Are you free for lunch to-
morrow? � I mustn’t forget I have a den-
tist’s appointment tomorrow morning. �

We are going to an Italian restaurant to-
morrow evening. � noun the day after today
� Today’s Monday, so tomorrow must be
Tuesday. � Tomorrow is our tenth wedding
anniversary.
ton

� ton /t�n/ noun a measure of weight
equal to 2240 pounds � a ship carrying
1000 tons of coal
tone

� tone /təυn/ noun a way of saying
something, or of writing something, which
shows a particular feeling � His tone of
voice showed he was angry. � She said hel-
lo in a friendly tone of voice. � You could
tell from the tone of his letter that he was
annoyed.

tone down phrasal verb to make some-
thing less offensive
tone up phrasal verb to make your body
firmer or fitter

tonertoner /təυnə/ noun 1. a black powder,
like dry ink, used in photocopiers and laser
printers � The printer has run out of toner.
2. a substance used on your skin to make it
look nicer or smoother (NOTE: no plural)
tongue

� tongue /t�ŋ/ noun 1. the long organ in
your mouth which can move and is used
for tasting, swallowing and speaking � The
soup was so hot it burnt my tongue. 2. a
language (literary) � They spoke to each
other in a strange foreign tongue. � It was

clear that English was not his native
tongue. 3. a long loose piece of leather un-
der the laces in a shoe
tongue-in-cheektongue-in-cheek /�t�ŋ n tʃi
k/ adj not
meant seriously
tongue-tiedtongue-tied /t�ŋ tad/ adj so shy as to
be unable to say anything
tongue-twistertongue-twister /t�ŋ �twstə/ noun a
phrase like ‘red lorry, yellow lorry,’ which
is difficult to say quickly
tonictonic /tɒnk/ noun something which
makes you stronger � He’s taking a course
of iron tonic tablets. � Going on holiday
will be a tonic for you.
tonight

� tonight /tə |nat/ adv, noun the night or
the evening of today � I can’t stop – we’re
getting ready for tonight’s party. � I’ll be at
home from eight o’clock tonight. � I don’t
suppose there’s anything interesting on TV
tonight.
tonne

� tonne /t�n/ noun a metric ton, a weight
of 1,000 kilograms � People in the region
need over 900 tonnes of wheat to survive
the winter.
tonsiltonsil /tɒns(ə)l/ noun one of two soft
lumps of tissue at the back of the throat
tonsillitistonsillitis /�tɒns|lats/ noun an inflam-
mation of the tonsils
too

� too /tu
/ adv 1. more than necessary �

There are too many people to fit into the
lift. � I think we bought too much bread. �
It’s too hot for us to sit in the sun. 2. (often
at the end of a clause) also � She had some
coffee and I had some too. � She comes
from Scotland too.
took

� took /tυk/ past tense of take
tool

� tool /tu
l/ noun an instrument which
you hold in your hand to do specific work,
such as a hammer or a spade � a set of gar-
dening tools
toolbartoolbar /tu
lbɑ
/ noun a line of icons on
a computer screen which you click on to
get the computer to do certain things
tool shedtool shed /tu
l ʃed/ noun a small wood-
en shed in a garden where tools are kept
toottoot /tu
t/ (toots, tooting, tooted) verb to
blow a horn sharply � She tooted as she
turned the corner. (NOTE: + toot n)
tooth

� tooth /tu
θ/ (plural teeth) noun one of a
set of hard white objects in the mouth
which you use to bite or chew food � Chil-
dren must learn to clean their teeth twice a
day. � The dentist took one of her teeth out.
toothachetoothache /tu
θek/ noun a pain in a
tooth (NOTE: no plural)
toothbrushtoothbrush /tu
θbr�ʃ/ noun a small
brush which you use to clean your teeth
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toothpaste

toothpaste /tu
θpest/ noun a soft sub-
stance which you spread on a toothbrush
and then use to clean your teeth (NOTE: no
plural: some toothpaste, a tube of tooth-
paste)
toothpicktoothpick /tu
θpk/ noun a little pointed
piece of wood, used for cleaning between
the teeth
top

� top /tɒp/ noun 1. the highest place or
highest point of something � He climbed to
the top of the stairs and sat down. � The
bird is sitting on the top of the apple tree. �
There is a roof garden on top of the hotel.
� Look at the photograph at the top of page
four. � Manchester United are still at the
top of the league table. � on top of the
world very healthy or very happy 2. the flat
upper surface of something � a birthday
cake with sugar and fruit on top � Do not
put coffee cups on top of the computer. �

The desk has a black top. 3. a cover for a
container � Take the top off the jar, and see
what’s inside. � She forgot to screw the top
back on the bottle. 4. a piece of clothing
covering the upper part of the body � She
wore jeans and a yellow top. � adj 1. in the
highest place � The restaurant is on the top
floor of the building. � Jams and marma-
lades are on the top shelf. 2. best � She’s
one of the world’s top tennis players. � on
top of /ɒn tɒp ɒv/ 1. on the top surface of
� He put the book down on top of the others
he had bought. 2. in addition to � On top of
all my office work, I have to clean the
house and look after the baby. � at the top
of her voice in a very loud voice � from
top to bottom completely

top up phrasal verb to add liquid to fill
completely something which is half emp-
ty

top-downtop-down /�tɒp daυn/ adj working from
general things to more specific ones
top hattop hat /�tɒp h�t/ noun a tall cylindrical
hat with a narrow brim which is worn by a
man on formal occasions
top-heavy

top-heavy /�tɒp hevi/ adj with the top
part heavier than the bottom, and so likely
to fall over
topic

� topic /tɒpk/ noun the subject of a dis-
cussion or conversation � Can we move on
to another topic? � to bring up a topic to
start to discuss something � She brought up
the topic of where to go on holiday.
topical

� topical /tɒpk(ə)l/ adj interesting at
the present time
toplesstopless /tɒpləs/ adj not wearing any
clothes on the top part of your body

topmosttopmost /tɒpməυst/ adj highest or
nearest the top
topographytopography /tə|pɒ(rəfi/ noun the study
or description of the physical features of a
place and its rivers, mountains, and valleys
toppingtopping /tɒpŋ/ noun things such as
cream or melted cheese, put on the top of
food such as cakes, pizzas, or ice cream
toppletopple /tɒp(ə)l/ (topples, toppling, top-
pled) verb � He lost his balance and top-
pled forwards.

topple over phrasal verb to fall down
top secrettop secret /tɒp �si
krət/ adj absolutely
secret
topsy-turvytopsy-turvy /�tɒpsi t#
vi/ adj in disor-
der or all upside down
torch

� torch /tɔ
tʃ/ noun a small electric light
that you can carry � Take a torch if you’re
going into the cave. � I always carry a
small torch in the car.
tore

� tore /tɔ
/ past tense of tear
tormenttorment1 /tɔ
ment/ noun extreme pain �
the torment of parents who are separated
from their children
tormenttorment2 /tɔ
 |ment/ (torments, tor-
menting, tormented) verb to make some-
one suffer � The old couple were tormented
by their neighbours’ children and in the
end moved to a different street. � He was
constantly tormented by doubt.
torn

� torn /tɔ
n/ past participle of tear
tornadotornado /tɔ
 |nedəυ/ (plural tornados or
tornadoes) noun a violent storm with a
whirlwind
torpedotorpedo /tɔ
 |pi
dəυ/ noun (plural torpe-
does) a missile like a shell which travels
under the water � The submarine fired a
torpedo. � The ship was hit by three torpe-
does and sank immediately. � verb (torpe-
does, torpedoing, torpedoed) 1. to sink a
ship using a torpedo � The ship was torpe-
doed by an enemy submarine. 2. to ruin
someone’s plans � His grandiose scheme
for a leisure complex was torpedoed by the
council planning department.
torrenttorrent /tɒrənt/ noun 1. a fast rushing
stream � To get to the farm we had to cross
a mountain torrent. 2. a fast flow � The
rain came down in torrents.
torrentialtorrential /tə |renʃəl/ adj like a torrent �
torrential rain
torsotorso /tɔ
səυ/ (plural torsos or torsi)
noun the main part of the body, not includ-
ing the head, arms and legs
tortillatortilla /tɔ
|ti
ə/ noun 1. a type of Spanish
omelette, often made with potato and on-
ion 2. a round, flat bread made of corn or
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wheat flour � Tortillas are part of Mexican
food.
tortoisetortoise /tɔ
təs/ noun a reptile covered
with a hard shell which moves very slowly
on land and can live to be very old
torturetorture /tɔ
tʃə/ noun 1. making someone
suffer pain as a punishment or to make
them reveal a secret � They accused the po-
lice of using torture to get information
about the plot. 2. extreme mental or physi-
cal pain � verb (tortures, torturing, tor-
tured) to inflict mental or physical pain on
someone � was tortured with doubts � The
soldiers tortured their prisoners.
ToryTory /tɔ
ri/ (plural Tories) noun a member
of the Conservative party � The Tories
have recently elected a new leader.
toss

� toss /tɒs/ verb (tosses, tossing,
tossed) 1. to throw something up into the
air � He tried to toss the pancake and it fell
on the kitchen floor. � She tossed me her
car keys. 2. to move something about � The
waves tossed the little boat up and down. �
The horse tossed its head. � noun 1. the act
of throwing something into the air 2. a
sharp movement of the head up and down
� With a toss of its head, the horse galloped
off. � to toss and turn to move about in
bed, not able to sleep
tottot /tɒt/ noun 1. a little child � She took the
tot by the hand and led him back into the
house. � There are special classes where
they teach tiny tots to swim. 2. a small glass
of alcohol � A tot of whisky before dinner
won’t do you any harm.
total

� total /təυt(ə)l/ adj complete or whole
� The expedition was a total failure. �

Their total losses come to over £400,000. �
noun the whole amount � The total comes
to more than £1,000.
totalitariantotalitarian /təυ|�t�l|teəriən/ adj hav-
ing total power and not allowing any oppo-
sition or personal freedom
totally

� totally /təυt(ə)li/ adv used for empha-
sis � The house was totally destroyed in the
fire. � I had totally forgotten that I had
promised to be there. � He disagrees total-
ly with what the first speaker said.
tottertotter /tɒtə/ noun to walk unsteadily or to
wobble � I cannot bear to look at her tot-
tering along in those platform shoes. � The
old lady manages to totter over to the bak-
ery to get some fresh bread every day.
touch

� touch /t�tʃ/ noun 1. one of the five
senses, the sense of feeling with the fingers
� The sense of touch becomes very strong
in the dark. 2. in touch with having contact
with � to get in touch with someone to

contact someone � I’ll try to get in touch
with you next week. � to put someone in
touch with someone to arrange for some-
one to have contact with someone � The
bank put us in touch with a local lawyer. �
to stay in touch with someone to keep
contact with someone � We met in Hong
Kong thirty years ago but we have still kept
in touch. 3. a gentle physical contact [~of] �
the touch of his hand on my face 4. a very
small amount [~of] � He added a few touch-
es of paint to the picture. � There’s a touch
of frost in the air this morning. � verb
(touches, touching, touched) 1. to feel
something with your fingers � The police-
man touched him on the shoulder. � Don’t
touch that cake – it’s for your mother. 2. to
be so close to something that you press
against it � His feet don’t touch the floor
when he sits on a big chair. � There is a
mark on the wall where the sofa touches it.
� to lose touch with someone to lose con-
tact with someone � They used to live next
door, but we’ve lost touch with them now
that they’ve moved to London.

touch down phrasal verb 1. to land � The
plane touched down at 13.20. 2. to score
a try in rugby, by touching the ground be-
hind the opponents’ line with the ball �

He touched down behind the posts.
touch up phrasal verb to add a small
amount of paint to a surface

touch-and-gotouch-and-go /�t�tʃ ən (əυ/ adj possi-
ble that anything can happen
touchdowntouchdown /t�tʃdaυn/ noun 1. the
landing of a plane or spacecraft � The
plane veered across the runway as one of
its tyres burst on touchdown. 2. (in rugby)
scoring a try by touching the ground be-
hind the opponents’ line with the ball � He
burst through for a touchdown between the
posts. 3. US scoring a goal in American
football by taking the ball over the oppo-
nents’ line � He completed a pass for the
winning touchdown.
touchedtouched /t�tʃt/ adj grateful, pleased with
touchingtouching /t�tʃŋ/ adj making you feel
emotion, especially affection or sympathy
� I had a touching letter from my sister,
thanking me for my help when she was ill.
touchlinetouchline /t�tʃlan/ noun a white line
along the side of a football field
touch screentouch screen /t�tʃ skri
n/ noun a com-
puter screen which you operate by touch-
ing displayed options with your finger
touchstonetouchstone /t�tʃ |�stəυn/ noun some-
thing which is an excellent example and is
a standard by which to judge other things
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touchytouchy /t�tʃi/ adj 1. easily offended �

Don’t mention his red hair – he’s very
touchy about it. 2. which is likely to cause
offence � Don’t mention his divorce- it’s a
very touchy subject at the moment.
tough

� tough /t�f/ adj 1. (of meat) difficult to
chew or to cut � My steak’s a bit tough –
how’s yours? 2. requiring a lot of physical
effort, or a lot of bravery or confidence �

She’s very good at taking tough decisions.
� You have to be tough to succeed in busi-
ness.
toughentoughen /t�f(ə)n/ (toughens, toughen-
ing, toughened) verb 1. to make tough or
harder � Cooking the meat too much will
simply toughen it. 2. to make more strict or
severe � The aim is to toughen university
entrance requirements.
toupeetoupee /tu
pe/ noun artificial hair worn
to cover a bald area on a man’s head
tour

� tour /tυə/ noun a holiday journey to
various places coming back eventually to
the place you started from [~of] � She gave
us a tour of the old castle. � verb (tours,
touring, toured) to go on holiday, visiting
various places � They toured the south of
France.
tourismtourism /tυərz(ə)m/ noun the business
of providing travel, accommodation, food
and entertainment for tourists
tourist

� tourist /tυərst/ noun a person who
goes on holiday to visit places away from
their home � The tourists were talking Ger-
man. � There were parties of tourists visit-
ing all the churches. � Trafalgar Square is
always full of tourists.
tournamenttournament /tυənəmənt/ noun a sport-
ing competition with many games where
competitors who lose drop out until only
one is left
tourniquettourniquet /tɔ
nke/ noun a tight band-
age put round an arm or leg to stop bleed-
ing
touttout /taυt/ (touts, touting, touted) verb 1.
to praise something in the hope that people
will believe you � The book was touted as
a masterpiece. 2. to try to persuade people
to buy something
towtow /təυ/ verb (tows, towing, towed) to
pull something behind a vehicle � The mo-
torways were crowded with cars towing
caravans. � They towed the ship into port.
� noun the action of pulling something �

We got a tractor to give us a tow to the
nearest garage. (NOTE: Do not confuse with
toe.) � in tow accompanied by someone
(informal) � They were approached by a
group of parents with children in tow.

towards

� towards /tə |wɔ
dz/ prep 1. in the di-
rection of � The crowd ran towards the po-
lice station. � The bus was travelling south,
towards London. � The ship sailed straight
towards the rocks. 2. near in time � Do you
have any free time towards the end of the
month? � The exhibition will be held to-
wards the middle of October. 3. as part of
the money to pay for something � He gave
me £100 towards the cost of the hotel. 4. in
relation to � She always behaved very
kindly towards her father.
toweltowel /taυəl/ noun a large piece of soft
cloth for drying something, especially your
body � There’s only one towel in the bath-
room. � After washing her hair, she wound
the towel round her head. � I’ll get some
fresh towels.
tower

� tower /taυə/ noun a tall structure �
The castle has thick walls and four square
towers.
tower blocktower block /taυə blɒk/ noun a very tall
block of flats
town

� town /taυn/ noun a place, larger than a
village, where people live and work, with
houses, shops, offices, factories and other
buildings � There’s no shop in our village,
so we do our shopping in the nearest town.
� They moved their office to the centre of
town.
town halltown hall /�taυn hɔ
l/ noun the main
building in a town, where the town council
meets, and where many of the council de-
partments are
toxictoxic /tɒksk/ adj harmful
toxintoxin /tɒksn/ noun a poisonous sub-
stance produced inside the body by germs
toy

� toy /tɔ/ noun a thing for children to
play with � We gave him a box of toy sol-
diers for Christmas. � The children’s toys
are all over the sitting room floor.
trace

� trace /tres/ noun something which
shows that something existed [~of] � The
police found traces of blood in the kitchen.
� verb (traces, tracing, traced) to find
where someone or something is � They
couldn’t trace the letter. � The police
traced him to Dover.
track

� track /tr�k/ noun a rough path � We
followed a track through the forest. � plural
noun tracks a series of footprints left by an
animal or marks left by things like wheels
� to make tracks for to go towards � They
made tracks for the nearest hotel. � verb
(tracks, tracking, tracked) to follow some-
one or an animal � The hunters tracked the
bear through the forest. � The police
tracked the gang to a flat in south London.
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track down phrasal verb � to track
someone down to follow and catch
something, e.g. a criminal � Did you
track down your old boss? � to track
something down to manage to find
something � I finally tracked down that
file which you were looking for.

trackballtrackball /tr�kbɔ
l/ noun a ball used in-
stead of a computer mouse to control the
cursor on a computer screen
track recordtrack record /tr�k �rekɔ
d/ noun the
success or failure of someone or a business
in the past
tracksuit

� tracksuit /tr�ksu
t/ noun a pair of
matching trousers and top, in warm materi-
al, worn when practising sports
tract

tract /tr�kt/ noun 1. a large area of land �
Whole tracts of forest have been contami-
nated by acid rain. 2. a system of organs
and tubes in the body which are linked to-
gether � The respiratory tract takes air into
the lungs.
tractiontraction /tr�kʃən/ noun 1. the gripping
power between one surface and another,
e.g. between a tyre and the road � These
tyres are so old they have no traction at all
on ice. 2. the force used in pulling a load
trade

� trade /tred/ noun the business of buy-
ing and selling [~in/~with] � the illegal
trade in ivory � Britain’s trade with the rest
of Europe is up by 10%. � verb (trades,
trading, traded) to buy and sell, to carry on
a business [~in/~with] � They trade in furs.
� The company has ceased trading with
Europe.

trade in phrasal verb to give in an old
item, such as a car or washing-machine,
as part of the payment for a new one
trade on phrasal verb to exploit or to use
something to your advantage

trade deficittrade deficit /tred �defst/ noun the
difference between the value of a country’s
exports and the value of its imports
trade fairtrade fair /tred feə/ noun an occasion
when manufacturers and producers exhibit
their products and services to try to sell
them
trademark

trademark /tredmɑ
k/ noun a particu-
lar name, design, etc., which has been reg-
istered by the manufacturer and which can-
not be used by other manufacturers
trade nametrade name noun same as brand name
trade-offtrade-off /tred ɒf/ noun exchanging
one thing for another as part of a deal
tradertrader /tredə/ noun a person who does
business

tradesmantradesman /tredzmən/ (plural trades-
men) noun a person who runs a shop
(dated)
tradition

� tradition /trə |dʃ(ə)n/ noun beliefs,
stories and ways of doing things which are
passed from one generation to the next �
It’s a family tradition for the eldest son to
take over the business. � According to lo-
cal tradition, the queen died in this bed.
traditional

� traditional /trə |dʃ(ə)n(ə)l/ adj done
in a way that has been used for a long time
� On Easter Day it is traditional to give
chocolate eggs to the children. � Villagers
still wear their traditional costumes on
Sundays.
traditionalisttraditionalist /trə |dʃ(ə)nəlst/ noun a
person who does things in a traditional way
traditionallytraditionally /trə |dʃ(ə)nəli/ adv ac-
cording to tradition
traffic

� traffic /tr�fk/ noun cars, buses and
other vehicles which are travelling on a
street or road � I leave the office early on
Fridays because there is so much traffic
leaving London. � The lights turned green
and the traffic moved forward. � Rush-
hour traffic is worse on Fridays.
traffic jamtraffic jam /tr�fk d��m/ noun a situa-
tion where cars, buses and other vehicles
cannot move forward on a road because
there is too much traffic, because there has
been an accident or because of roadworks
tragedy

� tragedy /tr�d�ədi/ noun 1. a serious
play, film, or novel which ends sadly �

Shakespeare’s tragedy ‘King Lear’ is play-
ing at the National Theatre. 2. a very un-
happy event � Tragedy struck the family
when their mother was killed in a car
crash.
tragic

� tragic /tr�d�k/ adj very sad � a trag-
ic accident on the motorway
trail

� trail /trel/ noun 1. tracks left by an an-
imal or by a criminal � We followed the
trail of the bear through the forest. � The
burglars left in a red sports car, and a po-
lice car was soon on their trail. 2. a path or
track � Keep to the trail otherwise you will
get lost. � verb � to trail behind someone
to follow slowly after someone � She came
third, trailing a long way behind the first
two runners. � The little children trailed
behind the older ones.
trailertrailer /trelə/ noun 1. a small goods ve-
hicle pulled behind a car � We carried all
our camping gear in the trailer. 2. US a van
with beds, a table, and washing facilities,
which can be towed by a car 3. parts of a
full-length film shown as an advertisement
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for it � We saw the trailer last week, and it
put me off the film.
train

� train /tren/ noun an engine pulling a
group of coaches on the railway � The train
to Paris leaves from platform 1. � Hun-
dreds of people go to work every day by
train. � We’ll be changing trains at Crewe.
� verb (trains, training, trained) 1. to teach
someone or an animal how to do a particu-
lar activity [~in/~as] � He trained as a doc-
tor. � She’s being trained in self-defence. �
The dogs are trained to smell and find ille-
gal substances. 2. to become fit by practis-
ing for a sport [~for] � He’s training for the
100 metres. � She’s training for the Olym-
pics.
trainedtrained /trend/ adj who has been
through a course of training
traineetrainee /tre |ni
/ noun a person who is
being trained
trainer

� trainer /trenə/ noun a person who
trains an athlete � His trainer says he’s in
peak condition for the fight. � plural noun
trainers light sports shoes
trainerstrainers /trenəz/ plural noun light
sports shoes � She needs a new pair of
trainers for school. � He comes to work
every morning in trainers.
training

� training /trenŋ/ noun 1. the process
of being taught a skill or being trained �

The shop is closed on Tuesday mornings
for staff training. � There is a short train-
ing period for new staff. 2. practise for a
sport � to be in training to practise for a
sport � She’s in training for the Olympics.
trait

� trait /tret/ noun a particular character-
istic of someone
traitortraitor /tretə/ noun a person who be-
trays his or her country, especially by giv-
ing secret information to the enemy
trajectorytrajectory /trə|d�ekt(ə)ri/ noun the
curving movement of something which has
been thrown or shot through the air
tramptramp /tr�mp/ noun 1. a person who has
nowhere to live and walks from place to
place looking for work or begging for food
or money � The farmer was surprised to
find a tramp asleep in one of his barns. 2. a
long walk � We went for a tramp along the
cliffs last Sunday. 3. the noise made by of
feet hitting the ground regularly as some-
one walks � the tramp of marching soldiers
� verb (tramps, tramping, tramped) 1. to
walk with a regular heavy step � You could
hear soldiers tramping through the streets
at night. 2. to walk for a long way, or walk
with difficulty � They tramped for miles
before they came to a little inn. � They

tramped through the snow to get to the
camp.
trampolinetrampoline /tr�mpəli
n/ noun a large
sheet of elastic material stretched across a
frame, which you can bounce or jump on
trancetrance /trɑ
ns/ noun a state when you are
not alert but not asleep, and do not notice
what is going on around you
tranquiltranquil /tr�ŋkwl/ adj calm or peaceful
transactiontransaction /tr�n|z�kʃən/ noun a
piece of business
transatlantictransatlantic /�tr�nzət |l�ntk/ adj 1.
across the Atlantic � Transatlantic flights
take about six hours depending on the
wind. � Prices for transatlantic phone
calls have been reduced. 2. on the other
side of the Atlantic � our transatlantic
trading partners
transcendtranscend /tr�n |send/ (transcends,
transcending, transcended) verb to go
better or further than something or to be
much more important than something
transcribetranscribe /tr�n|skrab/ (transcribes,
transcribing, transcribed) verb to write
out the text of something which is heard �

His speech was transcribed from the radio
tape. � The sound of each word has been
transcribed into phonetic characters.
transcripttranscript /tr�nskrpt/ noun a written
record of something which has been noted
in shorthand, or text of what was said on a
radio programme, at a meeting, etc.
transfer

� transfer (transfers, transferring,
transferred) verb 1. to move something or
someone to another place [~to] � The mon-
ey will be transferred directly to your bank
account. � She transferred her passport
from her handbag to her jacket pocket. �

He’s been transferred to our New York of-
fice. 2. to change from one type of travel to
another [~to] � They transferred us to an-
other plane at London.
transform

� transform /tr�ns |fɔ
m/ (transforms,
transforming, transformed) verb to
change the appearance or character of
someone or something completely � The
outside of the building has been trans-
formed by cleaning. � The book has trans-
formed my views on medical care.
transformertransformer /tr�ns |fɔ
mə/ noun a de-
vice for changing the voltage of an alter-
nating current
transgresstransgress /tr�nz |(res/ (transgress-
es, transgressing, transgressed) verb to
go against a rule (NOTE: + transgression n)
transienttransient /tr�nziənt/ adj which will not
last � Fame for most pop groups is very
transient.
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transittransit /tr�nst/ noun the movement of
passengers or goods on the way to a desti-
nation � in transit in the process of being
moved from one place to another � The po-
lice seized the goods when they were in
transit between London and Manchester.
transitiontransition /tr�n |zʃ(ə)n/ noun the proc-
ess of moving from one situation to anoth-
er
transitorytransitory /tr�nst(ə)ri/ adj not lasting
for a long time
translatetranslate /tr�ns |let/ (translates, trans-
lating, translated) verb to put written or
spoken words into another language � Can
you translate what he said? � He asked his
secretary to translate the letter from the
German agent. � She translates mainly
from Spanish into English, not from Eng-
lish into Spanish.
translationtranslation /tr�ns |leʃ(ə)n/ noun writ-
ing or speech which has been translated � I
read Tolstoy’s ‘War and Peace’ in transla-
tion. � She passed the translation of the let-
ter to the accounts department.
translatortranslator /tr�ns |letə/ noun a person
who translates
translucenttranslucent /tr�ns |lu
s(ə)nt/ adj which
light can pass through, but which you can-
not see through clearly
transmissiontransmission /tr�nz|mʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
passing of disease from one person to an-
other � Patients must be isolated to prevent
transmission of the disease to the general
public. 2. a radio or TV broadcast � We in-
terrupt this transmission to bring you a
news flash. 3. (in a car) a series of moving
parts which pass the power from the engine
through the gearbox and clutch to the axles
� There’s a strange noise coming from the
transmission.
transmittransmit /tr�nz|mt/ (transmits, trans-
mitting, transmitted) verb 1. to pass a dis-
ease from one person to another � The dis-
ease was transmitted to all the people he
came into contact with. � The disease is
transmitted by fleas. 2. to send out a pro-
gramme or a message by radio or TV � The
message was transmitted to the ship by ra-
dio.
transmittertransmitter /tr�nz |mtə/ noun appara-
tus for sending out radio or TV signals
transparencytransparency /tr�ns |p�rənsi/ noun 1.
the quality of being transparent � The
transparency of the water allows you to see
the coral reefs. 2. being clear when making
decisions, and being open to the public
about official actions � The government in-
sists on the importance of transparency in

all its actions. 3. a photograph which is
printed on transparent film so that it can be
projected on to a screen � Transparency is
another name for ‘slide’. � Do you want to
have prints or transparencies?
transparenttransparent /tr�ns |p�rənt/ adj which
you can see through � The meat is wrapped
in transparent plastic film.
transpiretranspire /tr�n |spaə/ (transpires, tran-
spiring, transpired) verb 1. to become ob-
vious � It transpired that she had never
seen the letter. 2. (of a plant) to lose water
through the surface of a leaf � In tropical
rainforests, up to 75% of rainfall will tran-
spire into the atmosphere.
transplanttransplant1 /tr�nsplɑ
nt/ noun 1. the
act of replacing a damaged organ or part of
the body with a part from another body, or
with a part from somewhere else on the
same body � He had a heart transplant. 2.
an organ or piece of tissue which is trans-
planted � The kidney transplant was reject-
ed.
transplanttransplant2 /tr�ns|plɑ
nt/ (trans-
plants, transplanting, transplanted) verb
1. to move a plant from one place to anoth-
er � You should not transplant trees in the
summer. 2. to replace a damaged organ or
other body part with a healthy part � They
transplanted a kidney from his brother.
transporttransport1 /tr�nspɔ
t/ noun the move-
ment of goods or people in vehicles � Air
transport is the quickest way to travel from
one country to another. � Rail transport
costs are getting lower. � What means of
transport will you use to get to the hotel?
transporttransport2 /tr�ns |pɔ
t/ (transports,
transporting, transported) verb to move
goods or people from one place to another
in a vehicle � The company transports mil-
lions of tons of goods by rail each year. �
The visitors will be transported to the fac-
tory by helicopter.
transportation

� transportation /�tr�nspɔ
 |teʃ(ə)n/
noun the action or means of moving goods
or people � The company will provide
transportation to the airport.
transposetranspose /tr�ns |pəυz/ (transposes,
transposing, transposed) verb to make
two things change places
transvestitetransvestite /tr�nz|vestat/ noun a
person who wears the clothes of the oppo-
site sex. � drag
trap

� trap /tr�p/ noun an object used for
catching an animal � We have a mouse in
the kitchen so we will put down a trap. �
verb (traps, trapping, trapped) to catch or
hold someone or something � Several peo-
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ple were trapped in the wreckage of the
plane. � He was trapped on video as he en-
tered the bank.
trapeziumtrapezium /trə|pi
ziəm/ noun 1. a flat
four-sided geometric shape, where two of
the sides are parallel and the other two
sides are not (NOTE: The US term is trape-
zoid.) 2. US a flat four-sided geometric
shape, where none of the sides are parallel
(NOTE: The British term is trapezoid.)
trashtrash /tr�ʃ/ noun 1. US useless things �
Throw out all that trash from her bedroom.
2. something of bad quality, e.g. a newspa-
per � verb (trashes, trashing, trashed) 1.
to smash up � Someone trashed the tele-
phones. 2. to ruin someone’s reputation �
She wrote an article trashing the pop sing-
er.
trashcantrashcan /tr�ʃk�n/ noun US a large
plastic or metal container for household
rubbish (informal)
trashytrashy /tr�ʃi/ adj of bad quality
traumatrauma /trɔ
mə/ noun a mental shock
caused by a sudden unpleasant experience,
which was not expected to take place
traumatictraumatic /trɔ
 |m�tk/ adj which gives
a sharp and unpleasant shock
travel

� travel /tr�v(ə)l/ noun the action of
moving from one country or place to an-
other � Air travel is the only really fast
method of going from one country to an-
other. � verb (travels, travelling, travelled)
to move from one country or place to an-
other � He travels fifty miles by car to go to
work every day. � He has travelled across
the United States several times on his mo-
torbike. � The bullet must have travelled
several metres before it hit the wall. (NOTE:
The US spelling is traveling – traveled.)
travel agencytravel agency /tr�v(ə)l �ed�ənsi/
noun an office which arranges tickets and
accommodation for travellers
travel agenttravel agent /tr�v(ə)l �ed�ənt/ noun a
person or company that arranges tickets
and accommodation for its customers
travellertraveller /tr�v(ə)lə/ noun 1. a person
who travels � travellers on the 9 o’clock
train to London � Travellers to France are
experiencing delays because of the dock
strike. 2. a person who has no fixed home
and who travels around the country � The
fields were full of hippies and travellers.
traveller’s chequetraveller’s cheque /tr�v(ə)ləz tʃek/
noun a cheque which you buy at a bank be-
fore you travel and which you can then use
in a foreign country
traversetraverse /trə |v#
s/ (traverses, travers-
ing, traversed) verb to go across

travestytravesty /tr�vəsti/ noun a ridiculous or
poor imitation � It’s a travesty of the truth.
trawltrawl /trɔ
l/ (trawls, trawling, trawled)
verb to search something large in order to
get something � We trawled the files for a
recent photo of the businessman. � to
trawl through something for something
to search through something � He spent
hours trawling through boxes until he
found the letter he was looking for.
trawlertrawler /trɔ
lə/ noun a fishing boat
which pulls a net behind it
traytray /tre/ noun a flat board for carrying
food, and things like glasses, cups and sau-
cers � He had his lunch on a tray in his
bedroom. � She bumped into a waitress
who was carrying a tray of glasses.
treacheroustreacherous /tretʃərəs/ adv 1. danger-
ous � There are treacherous reefs just off-
shore. � Black ice is making the roads very
treacherous. 2. not to be trusted � His
treacherous behaviour led to the loss of the
town to the enemy.
treacherytreachery /tretʃəri/ noun the act of be-
traying or of being a traitor to your country,
friends, etc.
treacletreacle /tri
k(ə)l/ noun a thick dark-
brown liquid produced when sugar is being
refined � You can use treacle in Christmas
cakes and Christmas puddings.
treadtread /tred/ verb (treads, treading, trod)
to step or to walk, especially with force �

She trod on my toe and didn’t say she was
sorry. � Watch where you’re treading –
there’s broken glass on the floor. � noun the
top part of a stair or step which you stand
on � The carpet on the bottom tread is
loose. � Metal treads are noisy.
treadmilltreadmill /tredml/ noun 1. an exercise
machine with a moving belt on which you
walk or jog without actually moving for-
ward 2. dull work which has to be done
every day
treasontreason /tri
z(ə)n/ noun the crime of be-
traying your country, by giving your coun-
try’s secrets to the enemy or by helping the
enemy during wartime
treasuretreasure /tre�ə/ noun jewels, gold, or
other valuable things � the treasures in the
British Museum � They are diving in the
Caribbean looking for pirates’ treasure.
treasurertreasurer /tre�ərə/ noun a person who
looks after the money of a club, society or
other organisation � Please send your sub-
scriptions to the treasurer by May 1st.
treat

� treat /tri
t/ noun a special thing which
gives pleasure � It’s always a treat to sit
down quietly at home after a hard day in
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the shop. � verb (treats, treating, treated)
1. to deal with someone or something � She
was badly treated by her uncle. � It you
treat the staff well they will work well. � He
didn’t treat my suggestion seriously. 2. to
give medical help to a sick or injured per-
son � After the accident some of the pas-
sengers had to be treated in hospital for
cuts and bruises. � She is being treated for
rheumatism.
treatisetreatise /tri
tz/ noun a long piece of
formal writing on a specialised subject
treatment

� treatment /tri
tmənt/ noun 1. a way
of behaving towards something or some-
one � The report criticised the treatment of
prisoners in the jail. � What sort of treat-
ment did you get at school? 2. a way of
looking after a sick or injured person [~for]
� The treatment for skin cancer is very
painful. � He is having a course of heat
treatment.
treatytreaty /tri
ti/ noun a written legal agree-
ment between two or more countries � The
treaty was signed in 1845. � Countries are
negotiating a treaty to ban nuclear weap-
ons.
trebletreble /treb(ə)l/ noun 1. a boy’s high-
pitched soprano voice � The treble solo
rose above the sound of the basses. 2. a
high-pitched musical instrument � The
school has six recorders: two bass, two
tenors and two trebles. � verb (trebles, tre-
bling, trebled) to increase by three times �

The council is planning to treble the
amount it spends on education. � The value
of our house has trebled in the last fifteen
years.
tree

� tree /tri
/ noun a very large plant, with
a thick trunk, branches and leaves � The
cat climbed up an apple tree and couldn’t
get down. � In autumn, the leaves on the
trees in the park turn brown and red. � He
was sheltering under a tree and was struck
by lightning.
trektrek /trek/ noun a long hard journey � It’s
quite a trek to the centre of town from here.
(NOTE: + trek v)
trellistrellis /trels/ noun a frame of criss-
crossed pieces of light wood, used for
plants to climb up
trembletremble /trembəl/ (trembles, trem-
bling, trembled) verb to shake because you
are cold or afraid, or worried by something
� She was trembling with cold. � I tremble
at the thought of how much the meal will
cost.
tremendous

� tremendous /tr |mendəs/ adj very
big � There was a tremendous explosion

and all the lights went out. � There’s tre-
mendous excitement here in Trafalgar
Square as we wait for the election result.
tremortremor /tremə/ noun a slight shaking �

They noticed a tremor in her hands.
trenchtrench /trentʃ/ noun a long narrow ditch
� They dug trenches for drainage round the
camp. � He fought in the trenches during
the First World War.
trend

� trend /trend/ noun a general tendency
[~towards] � There is a trend towards shop-
ping in smaller local stores. � The govern-
ment studies economic trends to decide
whether to raise taxes or not.
trendytrendy /trendi/ (trendier, trendiest) adj
very fashionable (informal ) � She’s always
wearing the trendiest clothes. � It’s trendy
nowadays to care about the environment.
trepidationtrepidation /�trep |deʃ(ə)n/ noun nerv-
ous worry
trial

� trial /traəl/ noun 1. a court case held
before a judge � The trial will be heard
next week. 2. the act of testing something �
The new model is undergoing its final tri-
als. � on trial being tested to see if it is ac-
ceptable � The system is still on trial.
trial runtrial run /�traəl r�n/ noun a test of
something which is new to see how good it
is
triangle

� triangle /tra�ŋ(əl/ noun a shape
with three straight sides and three angles �
The end of the roof is shaped like a trian-
gle.
triathlontriathlon /tra |�θlən/ noun an Olympic
endurance sport in which competitors must
complete a 1,500-metre swim, then cycle
40 kilometres and finally run 10,000 me-
tres
tribetribe /trab/ noun a group of people with
the same race, language and customs � She
went into the jungle to study the jungle
tribes.
tribunaltribunal /tra|bju
n(ə)l/ noun a specialist
court outside the main judicial system
which examines special problems and
makes judgments
tributetribute /trbju
t/ noun words or gifts to
show respect to someone, especially some-
one who has died
tribute bandtribute band /trbju
t �b�nd/ noun a
musical group that tries to look and sound
like and performs songs and music made
popular by a famous predecessor
trick

� trick /trk/ noun a clever act to deceive
or confuse someone � The recorded sound
of barking is just a trick to make burglars
think there is a dog in the house. � verb
(tricks, tricking, tricked) to deceive some-
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one � We’ve been tricked, there’s nothing
in the box. � to trick someone into doing
something to make someone do something
which they did not mean to do by means of
a trick � He tricked the old lady into giving
him all her money. � to trick someone out
of something to get someone to lose some-
thing by a trick � She tricked the bank out
of £100,000.
trickerytrickery /trkəri/ noun deceiving by us-
ing tricks
trickletrickle /trk(ə)l/ (trickles, trickling,
trickled) verb to flow gently
trick questiontrick question /trk kwestʃən/ noun a
question which is intended to deceive peo-
ple
tricky

� tricky /trki/ adj requiring a lot of
skill, patience or intelligence � Getting the
wire through the little hole is quite tricky.
triedtried /¯(-`/0`/ past tense and past participle
of try
triestries /traz/ plural of try. 3rd person sin-
gular present of try
trifletrifle /traf(ə)l/ noun a small thing which
is not important (literary) � The president
does not bother himself with trifles.
triggertrigger /tr(ə/ noun a little lever which
you pull to fire a gun
trilogytrilogy /trləd�i/ (plural trilogies) noun a
novel or play in three separate parts which
are linked together
trimtrim /trm/ verb (trims, trimming,
trimmed) to cut something to make it tidy
� Ask the hairdresser to trim your beard. �
adj (trimmer, trimmest) 1. cut short to give
a tidy appearance � She always keeps her
hedges trim. 2. slim and fit � He keeps him-
self trim by going for a long walk every
day.
trinkettrinket /trŋkt/ noun a cheap ornament
triotrio /tri
əυ/ (plural trios) noun a group of
three people, especially a group of three
musicians
trip

� trip /trp/ noun a short journey [~to] �

Our trip to Paris was cancelled. � We’re
going on a trip to the seaside. � verb (trips,
tripping, tripped) to catch your foot in
something so that you stagger and fall
down [~on/over] � She tripped over a cable
as she was coming out of the workshop.

trip over phrasal verb to catch your foot
in something so that you fall � She was
running away from him when she tripped
over.

tripletriple /trp(ə)l/ (triples, tripling, tripled)
verb to become three times as large; to
make something three times as large � Out-

put has tripled over the last year. � We’ve
tripled the number of visitors to the muse-
um since we reduced the entrance fee.
tripodtripod /trapɒd/ noun a stand with three
legs
tritetrite /trat/ adj very ordinary and unexcit-
ing or used too often
triumph

� triumph /tra�mf/ noun a great victo-
ry or great achievement [~over/~of] � their
recent triumph over the French � The
bridge is a triumph of modern engineering.
� verb (triumphs, triumphing, triumphed)
[~over] � to triumph over something to be
successful in spite of difficulties which
could have stopped you � He triumphed
over his disabilities to become world
champion. � to triumph over someone to
win a victory over someone � Our local
team triumphed over their old rivals.
triumphanttriumphant /tra |�mfənt/ adj happy or
proud because you have won
triviatrivia /trviə/ noun details which are not
important
trivialtrivial /trviəl/ adj not important
trodtrod /trɒd/ past tense of tread
troddentrodden /trɒd(ə)n/ past participle of
tread
trolley

� trolley /trɒli/ noun a small vehicle on
wheels which is designed to be pushed �
They put the piano onto a trolley to move it
out of the house.
trombonetrombone /trɒm|bəυn/ noun a brass mu-
sical instrument like a large trumpet, where
different notes are made by sliding a tube
in or out
troop

� troop /tru
p/ noun a large group of
people � She took a troop of schoolchildren
to visit the museum. (NOTE: Do not confuse
with troupe.) � plural noun troops soldiers
� Enemy troops occupied the town.
trophytrophy /trəυfi/ noun a prize given for
winning a competition � His mantelpiece
is full of trophies which he won at golf. �
Our team carried off the trophy for the
third year in a row.
tropical

� tropical /trɒpk(ə)l/ adj relating to
hot countries � In tropical countries it is al-
ways hot.
trot

� trot /trɒt/ noun the action of running
with short regular steps, like a horse does �
Let’s start today’s exercises with a short
trot round the football field. � verb (trots,
trotting, trotted) to run with short regular
steps � We’ve got no butter left, so I’ll trot
off to the shop to buy some. � She trotted
down the path to meet us.
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trouble

� trouble /tr�b(ə)l/ noun problems or
worries � The trouble with old cars is that
sometimes they don’t start. � The children
were no trouble at all. � We are having
some computer trouble or some trouble
with the computer. � verb (troubles, trou-
bling, troubled) to make someone feel
worried � I can see that there’s something
troubling him. � asking for trouble likely
to cause problems � If you don’t take out
insurance, it’s just asking for trouble. � it’s
no trouble it is easy to do, it won’t cause
any problems � Looking after your cat is
no trouble – I like animals.
troubledtroubled /tr�b(ə)ld/ adj 1. where there
are problems � He comes from a troubled
family background. � We live in troubled
times. 2. worried � He has a troubled look
on his face. � They seem troubled but I
don’t know why.
troublemakertroublemaker /tr�b(ə)lmekə/ noun a
person who causes problems for other peo-
ple
troubleshootingtroubleshooting /tr�b(ə)lʃu
tŋ/
noun sorting out problems, in business or
in technology
troublesometroublesome /tr�b(ə)ls(ə)m/ adj
which causes trouble or which is annoying
trouble spottrouble spot /tr�b(ə)l spɒt/ noun a
place where trouble, especially political
unrest or violence, occurs
troughtrough /trɒf/ noun 1. a long narrow open
container for food or water for farm ani-
mals � The pigs were so greedy for their
food, some of them even got into the
trough. 2. a low point between two higher
points of something that rises and falls reg-
ularly � The graph shows the peaks and
troughs of the number of births in different
months.
trouncetrounce /traυns/ (trounces, trouncing,
trounced) verb to defeat someone easily
troupetroupe /tru
p/ noun a group of actors or
other performers who perform together
(NOTE: Do not confuse with troop.)
trousers

� trousers /traυzəz/ plural noun
clothes which cover your body from the
waist down, each leg separately � He tore
his trousers climbing over the fence. � She
was wearing a red jumper and grey trou-
sers. � He bought two pairs of trousers in
the sale.
trouttrout /traυt/ noun a type of edible fresh-
water fish
troweltrowel /traυəl/ noun a hand tool, like a
large spoon, used in gardening
truancytruancy /tru
ənsi/ noun the action of not
going to school when you should

truanttruant /tru
ənt/ noun � to play truant
not to go to school when you should � They
didn’t go to school, but played truant and
went fishing instead.
trucetruce /tru
s/ noun an agreement between
two armies or enemies to stop fighting for
a time
truck

� truck /tr�k/ noun a goods vehicle used
for carrying heavy loads (informal) �

Trucks thundered past the house all night.
� They loaded the truck with bricks.
true

� true /tru
/ adj 1. correct according to
facts or reality � What he says is simply not
true. � It’s quite true that she comes from
Scotland. � Is it true that he’s been married
twice? � truth 2. faithful or loyal � an ex-
pression of true love � She’s a true friend.
� to come true to happen as was predicted
� Her forecast of bad storms came true. �

true to life like things really are
truffletruffle /tr�f(ə)l/ noun 1. a type of round
black edible fungus found under the earth
near trees � Specially trained pigs are
trained to sniff out the best truffles. 2. a soft
sweet made of chocolate, often flavoured
with rum � We bought our hosts a bottle of
wine and a box of chocolate truffles.
truly

� truly /tru
li/ adv used for emphasis �
He truly believes that was what happened.
� I’m truly grateful for all your help. � Do
you love me, really and truly?
trump cardtrump card /tr�mp kɑ
d/ noun an ad-
vantage which is kept ready for use in an
emergency
trumpettrumpet /tr�mpt/ noun a brass musical
instrument which is played by blowing,
with three parts which you press with your
fingers � He plays the trumpet in the school
orchestra. � She practises the trumpet in
the evenings.
truncheontruncheon /tr�ntʃən/ noun a short,
thick stick used by policemen as a weapon
trundletrundle /tr�nd(ə)l/ (trundles, trundling,
trundled) verb to push or roll along some-
thing heavy or to move in a heavy way
trunk

� trunk /tr�ŋk/ noun 1. the thick stem of
a tree � Ivy was climbing up the trunk of the
oak tree. 2. an elephant’s long nose 3. a
large box for storing or sending clothes �
They sent a trunk of clothes in advance to
the new house.
trunk roadtrunk road /tr�ŋk rəυd/ noun a main
road
trunkstrunks /tr�ŋks/ plural noun shorts worn
by a man when swimming
trust

� trust /tr�st/ verb (trusts, trusting,
trusted) to be confident that someone is re-
liable � You can trust his instructions – he
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knows a lot about computers. � I wouldn’t
trust him farther than I could kick him. �
noun a belief that something will work well
or that someone will do something [~in] �
Don’t put too much trust in his navigating
skills. � to take something on trust to take
something without looking to see if it is all
right � We took his statement on trust.
trusteetrustee /tr�|sti
/ noun a person who ad-
ministers a trust or who directs a charity or
other public institution
trust fundtrust fund /tr�st f�nd/ noun an invest-
ment fund which is managed on behalf of
another person
trustworthytrustworthy /tr�stw#
ði/ adj who can
be depended upon
truth

� truth /tru
θ/ noun being true; a true sto-
ry [~about] � The police are trying to work
out the truth about what happened. � Do
you think he is telling the truth? � I don’t
think there is any truth in his story. � home
truths
truthfultruthful /tru
θf(ə)l/ adj 1. who always
tells the truth � She’s a very truthful child.
2. giving true facts � To be truthful, I’m not
quite sure where we are. � The young man
gave a truthful account of what happened.
try

� try /tra/ verb (tries, trying, tried) 1. to
make an effort to do something � You have
to try hard if you want to succeed. � Don’t
try to ride a motorbike if you’ve never rid-
den one before. 2. to test or to see if some-
thing is good � I tried the new toothpaste
and I didn’t like the taste. 3. to hear a civil
or criminal case in court � The case will be
tried by a judge and jury. � noun (plural
tries) an attempt to do something � She’s
going to have a try at water skiing. � He
had two tries before he passed his driving
test. � let’s give it a try let’s see if it works

try on phrasal verb 1. to put on a piece of
clothing to see if it fits � You must try the
trousers on before you buy them. � Did
you try on the shoes at the shop? 2. � to
try it on to try to trick someone (informal)
� Don’t believe him – he’s just trying it
on.
try out phrasal verb to test something, to
see if it is good

tryingtrying /traŋ/ adj annoying and difficult
to deal with
T-shirtT-shirt /ti
ʃ#
t/ noun another spelling of
teeshirt � She was wearing jeans and a T-
shirt. � No wonder you’re cold if you went
out in just a T-shirt.
tsp.tsp. abbr teaspoon
tubtub /t�b/ noun 1. a round container with
straight sides, often used for growing

plants � a tub of daffodils 2. a small, round
container for food, usually with a lid � a
tub of coleslaw 3. a bath
tubatuba /tju
bə/ noun a large bass brass in-
strument
tube

� tube /tju
b/ noun 1. a long pipe for car-
rying liquids or gas � He was lying in a
hospital bed with tubes coming out of his
nose and mouth. � Air flows down this tube
to the face mask. 2. a soft container for a
soft substance like toothpaste, which you
squeeze to get the substance out � I forgot
to pack a tube of toothpaste. � I need a tube
of glue to mend the cup. � She bought a
tube of mustard. 3. (in London) the under-
ground railway system � It’s quicker to
take the tube to Oxford Circus than to go by
bus. � You’ll have to go by bus because
there’s a tube strike.
tuberculosistuberculosis /tjυ |�b#
kjυ|ləυss/ noun
an infectious disease caused by a bacillus,
where infected lumps form in the lungs
tubingtubing /tju
bŋ/ noun tubes in general
tucktuck /t�k/ (tucks, tucking, tucked) verb
to put something carefully into a narrow or
small place � She tucked the blanket
around the baby. � He tucked the note into
his shirt pocket.

tuck in phrasal verb 1. to fold something
carefully around someone or something
and push the ends in � She tucked the
baby in or She tucked the blanket in
(around the baby). 2. to start eating en-
thusiastically � The food’s ready, every-
one can tuck in. � We all tucked in to a
huge lunch.
tuck up /�t�k �p/ verb to push the edge
of the bedclothes around someone to
keep them warm � By eight o’clock the
children were all tucked up in bed.

Tues.Tues. abbr Tuesday
Tuesday

� Tuesday /tju
zde/ noun the second
day of the week, the day between Monday
and Wednesday � I saw him in the office
last Tuesday. � The club always meets on
Tuesdays. � Shall we meet next Tuesday
evening? � Today is Tuesday, April 30th. �
The 15th is a Monday, so the 16th must be
a Tuesday. � We went to the cinema last
Tuesday.
tufttuft /t�ft/ noun a small bunch of some-
thing like grass or feathers
tugtug /t�(/ verb (tugs, tugging, tugged) to
give something a sudden hard pull � He
tugged on the rope and a bell rang. � noun
a sudden pull � He felt a tug on the line –
he had caught a fish!
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tug-of-wartug-of-war /�t�( əv wɔ
/ noun a bitter
struggle between two sides � After the di-
vorce the children were caught in a tug-of-
war between their parents.
tuition

� tuition /tju|ʃ(ə)n/ noun the teaching
of students
tuliptulip /tju
lp/ noun a common spring
bulb with flowers in brilliant colours,
shaped like cups
tumbletumble /t�mbəl/ (tumbles, tumbling,
tumbled) verb to fall � He tumbled down
the stairs head first. � She arrived home
late after the party and just tumbled into
bed. (NOTE: + tumble n)
tumblertumbler /t�mblə/ noun a glass with a
flat base and straight sides, used for serv-
ing drinks
tummytummy /t�mi/ (plural tummies) noun the
stomach (informal; children’s language)
tumourtumour /tju
mə/ noun an unusual swell-
ing or growth of new cells in the body
(NOTE: The US spelling is tumor.)
tunatuna /tju
nə/ (plural same or tunas) noun
a very large sea fish used for food
tune

� tune /tju
n/ noun a series of musical
notes which have a pattern � He wrote
some of the tunes for the musical. � She
walked away whistling a little tune.

tune in phrasal verb to adjust a radio so
that it takes broadcasts from a particular
station

tunictunic /tju
nk/ noun 1. a long loose shirt
� She was wearing a matching tunic and
skirt. 2. a short uniform jacket worn by sol-
diers, policemen and others � The guards-
men spent hours polishing the buttons on
their tunics.
tunnel

� tunnel /t�n(ə)l/ noun a long passage
under the ground � The Channel Tunnel
links Britain to France. � The road round
Lake Lucerne goes through six tunnels. �

They are digging a new tunnel for the un-
derground railway.
tunnel visiontunnel vision /�t�n(ə)l v�(ə)n/ noun 1.
seeing only the area immediately in front
of the eye 2. having the tendency to con-
centrate on only one aspect of a problem
turbanturban /t#
bən/ noun a long piece of
cloth worn wrapped round your head
turbineturbine /t#
ban/ noun a machine which
produces power from the action of water,
gas or steam turning a wheel with blades
which runs a generator
turbulenceturbulence /t#
bjυləns/ noun a distur-
bance in air or water currents
turbulentturbulent /t#
bjυlənt/ adj 1. which is
moving violently � Watch out for turbulent

water near the rocks. 2. likely to have riots
or civil war � It was a turbulent period in
the country’s history.
turfturf /t#
f/ noun 1. an area of grass which is
mown and looked after � After the rain, the
dry springy turf suddenly turned wet and
sticky underfoot. 2. a piece of grass and soil
which can be planted to form a lawn �
Make sure the ground is flat before laying
the strips of turf. � It is quicker to lay turfs
than to sow grass seed.
turkey

� turkey /t#
ki/ noun a large farm bird,
similar to a chicken but much bigger, often
eaten at Christmas � We had roast turkey
and potatoes. � Who’s going to carve the
turkey?
Turkey

� Turkey /t#
ki/ noun a country in the
eastern Mediterranean, south of the Black
Sea (NOTE: capital: Ankara; people: the
Turks; language: Turkish; currency: Turk-
ish lira)
turmoilturmoil /t#
mɔl/ noun a state of disorder
and confusion
turn

� turn /t#
n/ noun 1. a change of direc-
tion, especially of a vehicle � The bus
made a sudden turn to the left. � U-turn 2. a
road which leaves another road � Take the
next turn on the right. � verb (turns, turn-
ing, turned) 1. to go round in a circle � The
wheels of the train started to turn slowly. �
Be careful – the machine goes on turning
for a few seconds after it has been switched
off. 2. to make something go round � Turn
the handle to the right to open the safe. 3.
to change direction, to go in another direc-
tion � Turn left at the next traffic lights. �
The car turned the corner too fast and hit a
lamppost. � The path turns to the right af-
ter the pub. 4. to move your head or body
so that you face in another direction � Can
everyone turn to look at the camera,
please. 5. to change into something differ-
ent � Leaves turn red or brown in the au-
tumn. � When he was fifty, his hair turned
grey.

turn away phrasal verb 1. to send people
away � The restaurant is full, so we have
had to turn people away. 2. to turn so as
not to face someone � He turned away
because he didn’t want to be photo-
graphed.
turn back� phrasal verb 1. to turn round
and go back in the opposite direction 2. to
tell someone to go back � The police
tried to turn back the people who had no
tickets.
turn down phrasal verb 1. to refuse some-
thing which is offered � He was offered a
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job in Australia, but turned it down. �
She has turned down a job or turned a job
down in the town hall. 2. to make some-
thing less noisy or less strong � Can you
turn down the radio – I’m trying to work.
� Turn down the gas or turn the gas down
– the soup will burn. 3. to fold back a
sheet on a bed, so that the pillow is un-
covered
turn in phrasal verb 1. to take someone or
something to someone in authority �

Everyone was asked to turn in their guns.
� He caught the thief and turned him in to
the police. 2. to go to bed � It’s after elev-
en o’clock – time to turn in!
turn into� phrasal verb 1. to change to
become something different � The witch
turned the prince into a frog. � We are
planning to turn this room into a muse-
um. 2. to change direction and go into
something � We went down the main
road for a short way and then turned into
a little lane on the left.
turn off phrasal verb 1. to make a piece of
electrical equipment stop working �

Don’t forget to turn the TV off when you
go to bed. � Turn off the lights or turn the
lights off – father’s going to show his hol-
iday films. 2. to leave a road you are trav-
elling on � You can turn off the main
street into one of the car parks. � Here’s
where we turn off.
turn on phrasal verb 1. to make a piece of
electrical equipment start working � Can
you turn the light on or turn on the light
– it’s too dark to read. 2. to attack some-
one suddenly � The dog suddenly turned
on the girl. � The newspapers suddenly
turned on the prime minister.
turn out phrasal verb 1. to force someone
to go out � They were turned out of their
house when they couldn’t pay the rent. 2.
to produce or make � The factory turns
out more than 10,000 cars a week. 3. to
switch off � Please turn out all the lights
or turn all the lights out before you go up
to bed. 4. to happen in the end � We got
talking, and it turned out that she was at
school with my brother. � The party
didn’t start very well, but everything
turned out all right in the end. 5. to come
out � The whole town turned out to watch
the cycle race.
turn over phrasal verb 1. to roll over �

The lorry went round the corner too fast
and turned over. � Their boat turned over
in the storm. 2. to show the other side �

He turned over the burger to see if it was

done. 3. to have a certain amount of sales
� We turn over about three million
pounds per annum.
turn round� phrasal verb to move your
head or body so that you face in another
direction
turn up� phrasal verb 1. to arrive � The
food was spoiled because half the guests
didn’t turn up until nine o’clock. � He
turned up unexpectedly just as I was
leaving the office. 2. to be found in a par-
ticular place � The police searched eve-
rywhere, and the little girl finally turned
up in Edinburgh. � The keys turned up in
my trouser pocket. 3. to make something
louder or stronger � Can you turn up the
radio or turn the radio up – I can’t hear
it. � Turn up the gas or turn the gas up,
the potatoes aren’t cooked yet. 4. to un-
fold � To keep warm he turned up his
coat collar.

turnaroundturnaround /t#
nəraυnd/ noun same as
turnround
turning

� turning /t#
nŋ/ noun a road which
goes away from another road
turning pointturning point /t#
nŋ pɔnt/ noun the
time when an important or decisive change
takes place
turnipturnip /t#
np/ noun a common vegeta-
ble, with a round white root
turnoutturnout /t#
naυt/ noun a crowd of peo-
ple who come to a show or a meeting � The
football match attracted only a small turn-
out. � There was a record turnout for the
flower show.
turnover

� turnover /t#
nəυvə/ noun the amount
of sales of goods or services by a business
� Our turnover is rising each year.
turnroundturnround /t#
nraυnd/ noun the proc-
ess of receiving orders and sending out
goods (NOTE: The US term is turnaround.)
turnstileturnstile /t#
nstal/ noun a little revolv-
ing gate which has a counter to record the
number of people going through it
turntableturntable /t#
nteb(ə)l/ noun a flat part
of a record player which turns with the
record on it � I don’t think the turntable is
aligned correctly – the records seem to
turn at the wrong speed.
turquoiseturquoise /t#
kwɔz/ adj blue-green � I
bought a pale turquoise silk dress to go to
the wedding. � From the top of the cliff the
sea looked turquoise in the sunshine.
turretturret /t�rt/ noun 1. a small tower �
From here, you can see the castle’s pointed
turrets. 2. a small armoured structure with
a gun inside, on a ship or tank � The turret
of the tank swung round until the barrel of
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the gun was pointing directly at the presi-
dent’s palace.
tusktusk /t�sk/ noun the long tooth of some
animals such as elephants and walruses
tussletussle /t�s(ə)l/ noun a fight or argument
� He got into a tussle with two men outside
a pub. � After a short tussle with the man-
ager she got a refund. (NOTE: + tussle v)
tutortutor /tju
tə/ noun a teacher, especially a
person who teaches only one student or a
small group of students � His first job was
as private tutor to some German children.
� verb (tutors, tutoring, tutored) to teach a
small group of students (formal) � She
earns extra money by tutoring foreign stu-
dents in English.
tutorialtutorial /tju
 |tɔ
riəl/ noun a teaching ses-
sion between a tutor and one or more stu-
dents
tuxedotuxedo /t�k |si
dəυ/ noun US a man’s
formal black or white jacket, worn with a
bow tie
TV

� TV /�ti
 vi
/ noun a television � They
watch TV every night. � The TV news is
usually at nine o’clock. � Some children’s
TV programmes are very dull. � The
daughter of a friend of mine was on TV last
night.
twangtwang /tw�ŋ/ noun a sound made when
the string of a musical instrument or a taut
wire is pulled and released � You could
hear the twang of his guitar. � There was a
loud twang as the cable snapped.
tweaktweak /twi
k/ (tweaks, tweaking,
tweaked) verb 1. to pinch and pull with
your finger and thumb � She tweaked his
nose. 2. to adjust something carefully �
With a little tweaking we got the graphics
right.
tweedtweed /twi
d/ noun a usually rough wool-
len cloth made with strands of different
coloured wool
tweezerstweezers /twi
zəz/ plural noun little
metal pincers for pulling out a hair or splin-
ter � She pulled the hair out with her tweez-
ers.
twelfth

� twelfth /twelfθ/ adj relating to number
12 in a series � noun number 12 in a series
twelve

� twelve /twelv/ noun the number 12
twentiethtwentieth /twentəθ/ adj relating to
number 20 in a series (NOTE: With dates
twentieth is usually written 20th: May 20th,
1921; June 20th, 1896 (American style is 20
June 1896): say ‘the twentieth of June’ or
‘June the twentieth’ (American style is ‘June
twentieth’).) � noun number 20 in a series
twenty

� twenty /twenti/ noun the number 20
(NOTE: twenty-one (21), twenty-two (22)

etc., but twenty-first (21st), twenty-sec-
ond (22nd), etc.) � twenties the numbers
between 20 and 29
twenty-firsttwenty-first /twenti f#
st/ adj, noun re-
ferring to 21
24/724/7 /�twenti fɔ
 sev(ə)n/ adv 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week without stopping
20/20 vision20/20 vision /�twenti twenti v�(ə)n/
noun perfect eyesight
twice

� twice /twas/ adv two times � Turn it
off – I’ve seen that programme twice al-
ready. � Twice two is four, twice four is
eight. � I’m fifteen, she’s thirty, so she’s
twice as old as I am.
twiddletwiddle /twd(ə)l/ (twiddles, twiddling,
twiddled) verb to twist something aimless-
ly � She twiddled the knobs, hoping to find
a German radio station.
twigtwig /tw(/ noun a little branch of a tree or
bush � There is a bud at the end of each
twig. � The bird made its nest of twigs and
leaves.
twilighttwilight /twalat/ noun a time when the
light is weak, between sunset and night
twin

� twin /twn/ adj, noun one of two babies
born at the same time to the same mother �
he and his twin brother � She’s expecting
twins.
twin bedstwin beds /�twn beds/ plural noun two
single beds placed in a bedroom
twingetwinge /twnd�/ noun a short sharp pain
twinkletwinkle /twŋkəl/ (twinkles, twinkling,
twinkled) verb to shine with a little moving
light � His eyes twinkled as he showed the
children the sweets he had bought. � We
could see the lights of the harbour twin-
kling in the distance. (NOTE: + twinkle n)
twirltwirl /tw#
l/ (twirls, twirling, twirled) verb
1. to twist something round in your hand �
I wish I could twirl a baton like those girls
in the procession. 2. to spin round � Mod-
els twirled round on the catwalk. (NOTE: +
twirl n)
twist

� twist /twst/ (twists, twisting, twisted)
verb 1. to wind something round something
� She twisted the string round a piece of
stick. 2. to turn in different directions � The
path twisted between the fields.
twitchtwitch /twtʃ/ (twitches, twitching,
twitched) verb to make small movements
of the muscles (NOTE: + twitch n)
22 /tu
/ prep to (informal)
two

� two /tu
/ noun the number 2 � to put
two and two together to draw a conclusion
from something � They put two and two to-
gether and decided she must be pregnant.
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2.1

2.1 /�tu
 |w�n/ noun an upper second class
university degree
2.2

2.2 /�tu
|tu
/ noun a lower second class
university degree
two-dimensional

two-dimensional /�tu
 da |

menʃən(ə)l/ adj with two dimensions, flat
twofold

twofold /tu
fəυld/ adv, adj twice as
much
two-time

two-time /tu
 tam/ verb to be unfaithful
to your marriage partner or lover (informal)
tycoon

tycoon /ta|ku
n/ noun a very rich busi-
nessman
tying

tying /taŋ/ present participle of tie
type

� type /tap/ noun a group of people, an-
imals or things that are similar to each oth-
er [~of] � This type of bank account pays
10% interest. � What type of accommoda-
tion are you looking for? � verb (types,
typing, typed) to write with a computer or
typewriter � Please type your letters – your
writing’s so bad I can’t read it. � She only
typed two lines and made six mistakes.

typefacetypeface /tapfes/ noun a set of printed
characters which have been designed with
a certain style and have a certain name
typewritertypewriter /tapratə/ noun a machine
which prints letters or numbers on a piece
of paper when keys are pressed
typical

� typical /tpk(ə)l/ adj having the usual
qualities of a particular group or occasion
� Describe a typical day at school. � He’s
definitely not a typical bank manager.
typifytypify /tpfa/ (typifies, typifying, typi-
fied) verb to be a good example of some-
thing
typingtyping /tapŋ/ noun the action of writ-
ing letters with a typewriter
typisttypist /tapst/ noun a person whose job
is to type letters on a typewriter
tyranttyrant /tarənt/ noun a ruler who rules
by force and fear
tyre

� tyre /taə/ noun a ring made of rubber
which is put round a wheel � Check the
pressure in the car tyres before starting a
journey. � They used an old tyre to make a
seat for the garden swing.
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U
uu /ju
/, U noun the twenty-first letter of the
alphabet, between T and V
ubiquitousubiquitous /ju
 |bkwtəs/ adj which is
or which seems to be everywhere
udderudder /�də/ noun a gland which produc-
es milk, a bag which hangs under the body
of a cow or female goat
UFOUFO /ju
 ef əυ, ju
fəυ/ abbr unidenti-
fied flying object
ughugh /υx/ interj showing a feeling that
something is unpleasant
ugly

� ugly /�(li/ adj unpleasant to look at �

What an ugly pattern! � The part of the
town round the railway station is even ug-
lier than the rest.
uh huhuh huh /� h�/ interj showing that you
agree or that you are listening
uh-ohuh-oh /� əυ/ interj used as the written
form of an exclamation made to express
worry or a warning
UKUK abbr United Kingdom � Exports from
the UK or UK exports rose last year.
ulcerulcer /�lsə/ noun an open sore on or in-
side the body
ulterior motiveulterior motive /�l |�təriə məυtv/
noun a hidden reason for doing something
which will give you an advantage
ultimate

� ultimate /�ltmət/ noun the most val-
uable or desirable thing � Our first-class
cabins are the ultimate in travelling luxury.
ultimately

� ultimately /�ltmətli/ adv in the end
ultimatumultimatum /��lt|metəm/ noun a final
demand, proposal sent to someone stating
that unless he does something within a pe-
riod of time, action will be taken
ultra-ultra- /�ltrə/ prefix more than normal, ex-
cessively
ultrasonicultrasonic /��ltrə|sɒnk/ adj relating to
frequencies above the range of human
hearing
ultrasoundultrasound /�ltrəsaυnd/ noun a very
high frequency sound wave, used to detect
objects in the body or under water
umum /�m/ interj showing that you are not
sure what to say � Um, perhaps it’s – no I
don’t know the answer.

umbilical cordumbilical cord /�m|blk(ə)l kɔ
d/
noun a cord which links the foetus to the
placenta inside the womb
umbrageumbrage noun � take umbrage (at
something) to be offended by someone
umbrella

� umbrella /�m |brelə/ noun a round
frame covered with cloth which you hold
over your head to keep off the rain � Can I
borrow your umbrella? � As it was starting
to rain, he opened his umbrella. � The wind
blew my umbrella inside out.
umpireumpire /�mpaə/ noun a person who
acts as a judge in a game to see that the
game is played according to the rules � The
umpire ruled that the ball was out. � He
was disqualified for shouting at the um-
pire. (NOTE: + umpire v)
umpteenumpteen /��mp |ti
n/ adj a large number
(informal) � I’ve been to France umpteen
times. � There are umpteen forms to fill in.
UNUN abbr United Nations � UN peacekeep-
ing forces are in the area. � The British
Ambassador to the UN spoke in the debate.
un-un- /�n/ prefix not
unable

� unable /�n |eb(ə)l/ adj not able to do
something � I regret that I am unable to ac-
cept your suggestion. � She was unable to
come to the meeting. (NOTE: be unable to is
a rather formal way of saying can’t.)
unaccompanied baggageunaccompanied baggage /��nə |

�k�mpənid b�(d�/ noun cases which
are sent by air, with no passenger travelling
with them
unanimousunanimous /ju
 |n�nməs/ adj with
everyone agreeing
unaskedunasked /�n |ɑ
skt/ adj without having
been asked � Our unasked questions would
always remain so now.
unassumingunassuming /��nə |sju
mŋ/ adj quiet
or modest
unattachedunattached /��nə |t�tʃt/ adj not mar-
ried, or not in a sexual relationship with an-
yone
unattainableunattainable /��nə |tenəb(ə)l/ adj im-
possible to achieve or reach
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unattractiveunattractive /��nə |tr�ktv/ adj not at-
tractive � Her husband is a rather unat-
tractive man. � The house is unattractive
from the outside.
unawareunaware /��nə|weə/ adj not knowing or
realising something [~of/~that] � He said
he was unaware of any rule forbidding an-
imals in the restaurant. � She walked out of
the shop with her boyfriend, unaware that
the photographers were waiting outside.
unawaresunawares /��nə|weəz/ adv without be-
ing expected � to catch someone una-
wares to catch someone by surprise � The
TV cameras caught her unawares as she
slept through the reception. � The security
cameras caught him unawares as he was
putting a packet in the rubbish bin.
unbearableunbearable /�n |beərəb(ə)l/ adj so bad
that you cannot accept it or deal with it
unbelievable

� unbelievable /��nb|li
vəb(ə)l/ adj
which is difficult to believe
unbendingunbending /�n|bendŋ/ adj not flexible
in opinions or attitudes
unbiasedunbiased /�n |baəst/ adj without any
bias
unblockunblock /�n |blɒk/ (unblocks, unblock-
ing, unblocked) verb to remove something
that is stopping something from flowing
unbornunborn /�n|bɔ
n/ adj not yet born
unbreakableunbreakable /�n|brekəb(ə)l/ adj
which cannot be broken
unbrokenunbroken /�n|brəυkən/ adj which has
not been broken
unbuttonunbutton /�n |b�t(ə)n/ (unbuttons, un-
buttoning, unbuttoned) verb to undo but-
tons
uncalled-foruncalled-for /�n |kɔ
ld fɔ
/ adj not de-
served
uncannyuncanny /�n |k�ni/ adj mysterious,
which seems unnatural
uncaringuncaring /�n |keərŋ/ adj without having
any sympathy
uncertainuncertain /�n|s#
t(ə)n/ adj not sure, or
not decided � She is uncertain whether to
accept the job. � He’s uncertain about
what to do next. � Their plans are still un-
certain.
uncle

� uncle /�ŋk(ə)l/ noun a brother of your
father or mother � He was brought up by
his uncle in Scotland. � We had a surprise
visitor last night – old Uncle Charles.
unclearunclear /�n |klə/ adj not clear
uncomfortableuncomfortable /�n|k�mftəb(ə)l/ adj
not comfortable � What a very uncomfort-
able bed! � Plastic seats are very uncom-
fortable in hot weather.

uncommonuncommon /�n|kɒmən/ adj strange or
unusual
uncommunicativeuncommunicative /��nkə|

mju
nkətv/ adj not saying much, or not
answering people
uncomplicateduncomplicated /�n |kɒmplketd/ adj
easy to deal with or understand � In chil-
dren’s books, the writing should be clear
and uncomplicated. � The procedure is rel-
atively quick and uncomplicated.
uncompromisinguncompromising /�n|

kɒmprəmazŋ/ adj unwilling to give in
or to change your ideas
unconcernedunconcerned /��nkən |s#
nd/ adj not
worried, not bothered
unconditionalunconditional /��nkən |dʃ(ə)nəl/ adj
with no conditions attached
unconfirmedunconfirmed /��nkən |f#
md/ adj which
has not been confirmed
unconnectedunconnected /��nkə|nektd/ adj not re-
lated or connected to anything else or each
other
unconscious

� unconscious /�n|kɒnʃəs/ adj 1. in a
physical condition in which you are not
aware of what is happening � He was
found unconscious in the street. � She was
unconscious for two days after the acci-
dent. 2. not realising something [~of] � He
was quite unconscious of how funny he
looked. � noun � the unconscious the part
of the mind which stores thoughts, memo-
ries or feelings which you are not con-
scious of, but which influence what you do
uncontrolleduncontrolled /��nkən |trəυld/ adj which
has not been controlled
unconventionalunconventional /��nkən |venʃ(ə)n(ə)l/
adj not usual
uncorkuncork /�n |kɔ
k/ (uncorks, uncorking,
uncorked) verb to remove the cork from a
bottle
uncountableuncountable /�n|kaυntəb(ə)l/ adj de-
scribing a noun that does not refer to a sin-
gle object
uncoveruncover /�n |k�və/ (uncovers, uncover-
ing, uncovered) verb 1. to take a cover off
something � Leaving the pots of jam un-
covered will simply attract wasps. 2. to find
something which was hidden � They un-
covered a secret store of gold coins. � The
police have uncovered a series of secret fi-
nancial deals.
under

� under /�ndə/ prep 1. in or to a place
where something else is on top or above �

We all hid under the table. � My pen rolled
under the sofa. 2. less than a number � The
old table sold for under £10. � The train
goes to Paris in under three hours. � Under
half of the members turned up for the meet-
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ing. 3. according to � Under the terms of
the agreement, the goods should be deliv-
ered in October. � adv in a lower place
underageunderage /��ndər |ed�/ adj younger
than the legal age
underarmunderarm /�ndər|�ɑ
m/ noun the area
under the shoulder joint
undercarriageundercarriage /�ndək�rd�/ noun the
landing gear of an aircraft, the aircraft’s
wheels and their supports
underclassunderclass /�ndəklɑ
s/ noun the low-
est class in society
undercoverundercover /��ndə|k�və/ adj acting in
disguise � Two undercover policemen were
sent to the night club to monitor the sale of
drugs. � adv in secret � He was working
undercover for the British government at
the time.
undercurrentundercurrent /�ndək�rənt/ noun 1. a
current of water under the surface 2. hid-
den feelings
undercutundercut /��ndə|k�t/ (undercuts, un-
dercutting, undercut) verb to sell more
cheaply than someone
underdogunderdog /�ndədɒ(/ noun the person
or team that is weaker, that is going to lose
underdoneunderdone /��ndə|d�n/ adj not cooked
enough, or not overcooked
underestimateunderestimate1 /��ndər|estmət/ noun
an estimate which is less than the actual
figure � The figure of £50,000 was a con-
siderable underestimate.
underestimateunderestimate2 /��ndər |estmet/ (un-
derestimates, underestimating, underes-
timated) verb to think that something is
smaller or not as bad as it really is � He un-
derestimated the amount of time needed to
finish the work. � Don’t underestimate the
intelligence of the average voter.
underfundunderfund /��ndə |f�nd/ (underfunds,
underfunding, underfunded) verb to pro-
vide too little money to enable something
to happen or operate satisfactorily
undergoundergo /��ndə|(əυ/ (undergoes, un-
dergoing, underwent, undergone) verb to
suffer, to have something happen to you
undergraduateundergraduate /��ndə|(r�d�υət/
noun a student at university who is study-
ing for his or her first degree
undergroundunderground1 /��ndə|(raυnd/ adv un-
der the ground � The ordinary railway line
goes underground for a short distance. �
Worms live all their life underground. � adj
built under the ground � There’s an under-
ground passage to the tower. � The hotel
has an underground car park.

undergroundunderground2 /�ndə(raυnd/ noun a
railway in a town, which runs under the
ground � Thousands of people use the un-
derground to go to work. � Take the under-
ground to go to Oxford Circus. � It’s usu-
ally quicker to get across town by under-
ground. (NOTE: The London Underground is
often called the Tube. In the United States,
an underground railway is called a subway.)
undergrowthundergrowth /�ndə(rəυθ/ noun plants
which grow thickly under large trees
underhandunderhand /��ndə|h�nd/ adj not honest
underlieunderlie /��ndə|la/ (underlying, under-
lay, underlain) verb to be beneath, to be the
basic cause of something
underline

� underline (underlines, underlining,
underlined) verb to write a line under a
word or figure � He wrote the title and then
underlined it in red.
underlying

� underlying /��ndə |laŋ/ adj which is
the reason for everything
undermineundermine /��ndə |man/ (undermines,
undermining, undermined) verb to make
weaker
underneath

� underneath /��ndə |ni
θ/ prep under
� She wore a long green jumper under-
neath her coat. � Can you see if my pen is
underneath the sofa? � adv under � He put
the box of books down on the kitchen table
and my sandwiches were underneath!
underpantsunderpants /�ndəp�nts/ plural noun
men’s short underwear for the part of the
body from the waist to the top of the legs �
The doctor told him to strip down to his un-
derpants. � His wife gave him a pair of
bright red white and blue underpants for
his birthday.
underpassunderpass /�ndəpɑ
s/ noun a road
which is built under another
underpinunderpin /��ndə |pn/ (underpins, un-
derpinning, underpinned) verb to support
underprivilegedunderprivileged /��ndə |prvld�d/
adj not having the same opportunities as
other people
underratedunderrated /��ndə |retd/ adj deserving
to be valued more
underscore

� underscore /��ndə |skɔ
/ (under-
scores, underscoring, underscored) verb
to emphasise
undershirt

� undershirt /�ndəʃ#
t/ noun US a
light piece of underclothing for the top half
of the body (NOTE: The British term is vest.)
undersideunderside /�ndəsad/ noun a side that
is underneath
understand

� understand /��ndə|st�nd/ (under-
stands, understanding, understood) verb
1. to know what something means � Don’t
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try to talk English to Mr Yoshida – he
doesn’t understand it. 2. to have sympathy
for someone � She’s a good teacher – she
really understands children. 3. to know
why something happens or how something
works [~how/why/what etc] � I can easily
understand why his wife left him. � I still
don’t understand how to operate the new
laser printer.
understandableunderstandable /��ndə|st�ndəb(ə)l/
adj normal, which is easy to understand
understanding

� understanding /��ndə |st�ndŋ/
noun 1. the fact that someone understands
something [~of] � My understanding of
how the Internet works is limited. 2. sym-
pathy for someone else and their problems
� The aim is to promote understanding be-
tween the two countries. 3. a private agree-
ment � We reached an understanding with
the lawyers. � The understanding was that
we would all go to the office after lunch. 4.
� on the understanding that on condition
that, provided that � We accept the terms of
the treaty, on the understanding that it has
to be passed by Parliament. � adj sympa-
thetic � His understanding attitude was
much appreciated.
understatement

understatement /�ndə |�stetmənt/
noun a statement which does not tell the
facts forcefully enough
understood

� understood /��ndə |stυd/ past tense
and past participle of understand
understudyunderstudy /�ndəst�di/ noun an actor
who learns a part in the play so as to be able
to act it if the usual actor cannot perform �
The understudy had to take over last night
when the male lead fell and broke his arm.
undertake

� undertake /��ndə |tek/ (undertakes,
undertaking, undertook, undertaken)
verb 1. to agree to do something � He has
undertaken to pay her £100 a week for
twelve weeks. 2. to do something � They
undertook a survey of the market on our
behalf.
undertakerundertaker /�ndətekə/ noun a person
who organises funerals
undertaking

� undertaking /�ndətekŋ/ noun 1. a
business � The Post Office must be consid-
ered as a commercial undertaking, not as a
public service. 2. a promise � She gave him
an undertaking that she would continue to
work for a further six months. � They have
given us a written undertaking that they
will not play loud music after ten o’clock at
night. 3. a large-scale job
undertoneundertone /�ndətəυn/ noun 1. a quiet
voice 2. a hidden feeling

undertookundertook /��ndə |tυk/ past tense of un-
dertake
underusedunderused /��ndə|ju
zd/ adj not used
enough
undervalueundervalue /��ndə |v�lju
/ (underval-
ues, undervaluing, undervalued) verb to
value at less than the true rate
underwaterunderwater /��ndə|wɔ
tə/ adj below the
surface of the water � How long can you
stay underwater? � He dived and swam
underwater for several seconds. � She goes
on holiday to the Red Sea to do underwater
photography.
under wayunder way /��ndə we/ adv in progress
� The show finally got under way after a lot
of delays.
underwear

� underwear /�ndəweə/ noun clothes
worn next to your skin under other clothes
(NOTE: no plural)
underweightunderweight /��ndə |wet/ adj not
heavy enough, which weighs less than usu-
al
underwent

� underwent /��ndə|went/ past tense
of undergo
underworldunderworld /�ndəw#
ld/ noun 1. (in
mythology) a place inhabited by the dead �

Orpheus went down into the Underworld
to search for his wife. 2. the world of crim-
inals � The police superintendent is an ex-
pert on London’s underworld gangs.
undesirableundesirable /��nd|zaərəb(ə)l/ adj not
wanted � It’s highly undesirable that they
should build a factory in the national park.
undid

� undid /�n |dd/ past tense of undo
undiesundies /�ndiz/ plural noun underwear,
especially women’s underwear (informal) �
I’ve just washed my undies, I hope they’ll
be dry by the morning.
undo

� undo /�n |du
/ (undoes, undoing, un-
did, undone) verb to open something
which is tied or fastened � The first thing
he did on getting home was to undo his tie.
� Undo your top button if your collar is too
tight.
undoubtedlyundoubtedly /�n |daυtdli/ adv certain-
ly
undressundress /�n |dres/ (undresses, un-
dressing, undressed) verb to take your
clothes off
undressedundressed /�n |drest/ adj having just
taken off your clothes � The children are
getting undressed ready for bed. � Are you
undressed yet?
unearthunearth /�n |#
θ/ (unearths, unearthing,
unearthed) verb to dig up; to discover
uneasyuneasy /�n|i
zi/ (uneasier, uneasiest)
adj nervous and worried
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unemployed

� unemployed /��nm |plɔd/ adj with-
out a job � The government is encouraging
unemployed teenagers to apply for training
grants.
unemployment

� unemployment /��nm|plɔmənt/
noun a lack of work � The unemployment
figures or the figures for unemployment are
rising.
unemployment benefitunemployment benefit /��nm |

plɔmənt �benft/ noun money paid by
the government to someone who is unem-
ployed
unendingunending /�n |endŋ/ adj which is going
on for ever, with no end
unenviableunenviable /�n |enviəb(ə)l/ adj difficult
or unpleasant
unequalunequal /�n |i
kwəl/ adj not equal � The
management was accused of applying une-
qual conditions to male and female em-
ployees.
unevenuneven /�n|i
v(ə)n/ adj not smooth or
flat
unexpectedunexpected /��nk |spektd/ adj which
is surprising and not what was expected �
We had an unexpected visit from the police.
� His failure was quite unexpected.
unexpectedlyunexpectedly /��nk|spektdli/ adv in
an unexpected way
unfailingunfailing /�n |felŋ/ adj which never
changes, which is always there
unfair

� unfair /�n |feə/ adj not fair � It’s unfair
to expect her to do all the housework while
her sisters don’t lift a finger to help.
unfairlyunfairly /�n |feəli/ adv in an unfair way
unfairnessunfairness /�n|feənəs/ noun lack of
justice or fairness
unfamiliarunfamiliar /��nfə |mljə/ adj not know-
ing at all well
unfashionableunfashionable /�n |f�ʃ(ə)nəb(ə)l/ adj
not fashionable
unfastenunfasten /�n |fɑ
s(ə)n/ (unfastens, un-
fastening, unfastened) verb to undo a belt,
tie or button etc. which is fastened
unfeelingunfeeling /�n |fi
lŋ/ adj not caring or
sympathetic
unfinishedunfinished /�n |fnʃt/ adj which has not
been finished
unfitunfit /�n |ft/ adj not fit, not in good phys-
ical condition � I used to play a lot of ten-
nis but I’ve got unfit during the winter. �

He’s so unfit, he goes red in the face if he
simply bends down to pick something up off
the floor.
unfoldunfold /�n |fəυld/ (unfolds, unfolding,
unfolded) verb 1. to spread out something
which is folded, such as a newspaper � She
unfolded the tablecloth and put it on the ta-

ble. 2. (of a story) to become clear � As the
full extent of the disaster unfolded, so it be-
came clear that the emergency services
could not cope.
unforgettableunforgettable /��nfə |(etəb(ə)l/ adj
which cannot be forgotten
unforgivableunforgivable /��nfə|(vəb(ə)l/ adj im-
possible to forgive
unfortunate

� unfortunate /�n |fɔ
tʃ(ə)nət/ adj
which makes you sad � It was very unfor-
tunate that she couldn’t come to see us.
unfortunately

� unfortunately /�n|fɔ
tʃ(ə)nətli/ adv
which you wish was not true � Unfortu-
nately the train arrived so late that she
missed the meeting.
unfoundedunfounded /�n|faυndd/ adj without
any basis in truth
unfriendlyunfriendly /�n|frendli/ (unfriendlier,
unfriendliest) adj not acting like a friend
unfulfilledunfulfilled /��nfυl |fld/ adj which has
not been carried out
unfurlunfurl /�n |f#
l/ (unfurls, unfurling, un-
furled) verb to unroll like a flag
ungainlyungainly /�n|(enli/ adj moving without
grace
ungraciousungracious /�n |(reʃəs/ adj not well-
mannered
ungrammaticalungrammatical /��n(rə |m�tk(ə)l/ adj
using incorrect grammar
ungratefulungrateful /�n|(retf(ə)l/ adj not grate-
ful
unhappilyunhappily /�n |h�pli/ adv in a sad way
unhappy

� unhappy /�n|h�pi/ (unhappier, un-
happiest) adj sad, not happy � He’s unhap-
py in his job because his boss is always
criticising him. � She looked very unhappy
when she came out of the hospital. � The
children had an unhappy childhood. (NOTE:
+ unhappiness n)
unhealthyunhealthy /�n |helθi/ adj not healthy, es-
pecially often ill � I thought her face was
an unhealthy colour.
unheard ofunheard of /�n|h#
d ɒv/ adj strange or
odd
unhurriedunhurried /�n |h�rid/ adj done in a quiet,
relaxed way
unicornunicorn /ju
nkɔ
n/ noun an imaginary
animal, a white horse with one long,
straight horn growing from the centre of its
head
unidentifiedunidentified /��na |dentfad/ adj
which you do not recognise, which you
cannot identify
unificationunification /�ju
nf |keʃ(ə)n/ noun the
act of joining two countries together to
form one. Compare reunification
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uniform

� uniform /ju
nfɔ
m/ noun special
clothes worn by all members of an organi-
sation or group � He went to the fancy
dress party dressed in a policeman’s uni-
form. � Who are those people in French
army uniform? � What colour is her school
uniform? � The holiday camp staff all wear
yellow uniforms. � in uniform wearing a
uniform � The policeman was not in uni-
form at the time.
uniformeduniformed /ju
nfɔ
md/ adj wearing a
uniform
unifyunify /ju
nfa/ (unifies, unifying, uni-
fied) verb to join separate countries or
groups together to form a single one
unilateralunilateral /�ju
n |l�t(ə)rəl/ adj done by
one side only, not taken jointly
unimportantunimportant /��nm |pɔ
t(ə)nt/ adj not
important
unintentionalunintentional /��nn |tenʃ(ə)n(ə)l/ adj
which is not intended
uninteresteduninterested /�n|ntrəstd/ adj not
having any interest in something
union

� union /ju
njən/ noun the state of be-
ing joined together, or the process of join-
ing together
Union Jack

� Union Jack /�ju
njən d��k/ noun
the national flag of the United Kingdom �
The Union Jack was flying over the embas-
sy. � The streets were decorated with Un-
ion Jacks.
unique

� unique /ju
 |ni
k/ adj different to any-
thing else and therefore the only on of its
type � The stamp is unique, and so is worth
a great deal. � He’s studying the unique
vegetation of the island.
unisexunisex /ju
nseks/ adj which can be
used by both men and women
unit

� unit /ju
nt/ noun 1. one part of some-
thing larger � If you pass three units of the
course you can move to the next level. 2.
one piece of furniture, such as a cupboard
or set of shelves which can be matched
with others � The kitchen is designed as a
basic set of units with more units which can
be added later. 3. the amount used to meas-
ure something � Kilos and pounds are
units of weight. 4. a single number less than
ten � 63 has six tens and three units.
unite

� unite /ju
|nat/ (unites, uniting, unit-
ed) verb to join together into a single body
united

� united /ju
|natd/ adj joined together
as a whole � Relief workers from various
countries worked as a united team. � They
were united in their desire to improve their
working conditions.
unity

� unity /ju
nti/ noun being one whole

universal

� universal /�ju
n |v#
s(ə)l/ adj which
is understood or experienced by everyone
in the world � There is a universal hope for
peace in the region.
universe

� universe /ju
nv#
s/ noun all space
and everything that exists in it, including
the earth, the planets and the stars
university

� university /�ju
n|v#
sti/ (plural uni-
versities) noun an educational institution
where students study for degrees and
where students and teachers do research �

You need to do well at school to be able to
go to university. � My sister is at university.
unjustunjust /�n|d��st/ adj not fair
unkemptunkempt /�n |kempt/ adj not looked af-
ter, especially referring to things which
need cutting
unkindunkind /�n |kand/ (unkinder, unkind-
est) adj acting in an unpleasant way to
someone � It was unkind of him to keep
talking about her weight.
unkindnessunkindness /�n |kandnəs/ noun the ac-
tion of treating someone unpleasantly
unknown

� unknown /�n |nəυn/ adj not known �
She was killed by an unknown attacker. �

The college received a gift of money from
an unknown person.
unleashunleash /�n|li
ʃ/ (unleashes, unleash-
ing, unleashed) verb to allow a violent
force to become free � The government’s
decision unleashed a wave of protests
throughout the country.
unless

� unless /ən |les/ conj except if � Unless
we hear from you within ten days, we will
start legal action. � I think they don’t want
to see us, unless of course they’re ill.
unlike

� unlike /�n |lak/ adj, prep 1. totally dif-
ferent from � He’s quite unlike his brother.
2. not normal or typical � it is unlike him
to be rude he is not usually rude
unlikely

� unlikely /�n|lakli/ adj 1. not likely �
It’s unlikely that many people will come to
the show. 2. which is probably not true �
He trotted out some unlikely excuse about
how his train ticket had been eaten by the
dog.
unlimitedunlimited /�n |lmtd/ adj with no limits
unloadunload /�n|ləυd/ (unloads, unloading,
unloaded) verb to remove a load from a ve-
hicle
unlock

� unlock /�n|lɒk/ (unlocks, unlocking,
unlocked) verb to open something which
was locked
unluckilyunluckily /�n |l�kli/ adv with bad luck
unluckyunlucky /�n|l�ki/ (unluckier, unlucki-
est) adj not lucky, or bringing bad luck
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unnaturalunnatural /�n|n�tʃ(ə)rəl/ adj 1. which
is not as it is in nature � His face was an
unnatural blue colour. 2. which does not
follow the usual pattern � It seems unnatu-
ral that he should take his father to court.
� Their behaviour seemed unnatural to me.
unnecessary

� unnecessary /�n |nesəs(ə)ri/ adj
which is not needed, or which does not
have to be done � It is unnecessary for you
to wear a suit to the party. � She makes a
lot of unnecessary phone calls.
unobtrusiveunobtrusive /��nəb|tru
sv/ adj not ob-
vious; not easily noticed
unoccupiedunoccupied /�n|ɒkjυpad/ adj not be-
ing used by anyone
unofficialunofficial /��nə|fʃ(ə)l/ adj not approved
by an administration or by people in power
unorthodoxunorthodox /�n |ɔ
θədɒks/ adj not usual
unpackunpack /�n|p�k/ (unpacks, unpacking,
unpacked) verb to take things out of cases
in which they were sent or carried
unpleasant

� unpleasant /�n|plez(ə)nt/ adj not
pleasant � There’s a very unpleasant smell
in the kitchen. � Try not to be unpleasant to
the waitress. (NOTE: + unpleasantly adv;
unpleasantness n)
unplugunplug /�n |pl�(/ (unplugs, unplugging,
unplugged) verb to remove a plug from a
socket
unpopularunpopular /�n|pɒpjυlə/ adj not liked by
many people
unpredictableunpredictable /��npr |dktəb(ə)l/ adj
which cannot be predicted or forecast
unprepared

unprepared /��npr |peəd/ adj not ready
� unprepared to do something not will-
ing to do something � The students are un-
prepared to pay the increased tuition fees.
unprofessionalunprofessional /��nprə |feʃ(ə)n(ə)l/
adj not according to professional standards
unrealunreal /�n|rəl/ adj not like the real world
unrealisticunrealistic /��nrə |lstk/ adj not taking
into account the true facts of a situation
unreasonableunreasonable /�n |ri
z(ə)nəb(ə)l/ adj
not reasonable or fair
unrelatedunrelated /��nr |letd/ adj 1. not relat-
ed, with no connection � Two unrelated in-
cidents occurred during the night. � The
sudden increase in temperature is quite un-
related to her heart condition. 2. not be-
longing to the same family � They have the
same surname, but as far as I know are un-
related.
unrestunrest /�n |rest/ noun a situation where
people protest to try to get political or in-
dustrial change

unrollunroll /�n |rəυl/ (unrolls, unrolling, un-
rolled) verb to undo something which is
rolled up
unrulyunruly /�n |ru
li/ (unrulier, unruliest) adj
wild, with no discipline
unsafeunsafe /�n|sef/ adj dangerous � to feel
unsafe to feel you are in danger � She
doesn’t like to be alone at night, she says
she feels unsafe.
unsatisfactoryunsatisfactory /��ns�ts |f�kt(ə)ri/
adj not satisfactory
unscrewunscrew /�n |skru
/ (unscrews, un-
screwing, unscrewed) verb 1. to open by
twisting a top which screws on � The top of
this bottle opens by unscrewing so you
don’t need a bottle opener. 2. to unfasten
by taking out screws � My screwdriver is
much too big to unscrew the back of the TV.
unscrupulousunscrupulous /�n|skru
pjυləs/ adj not
worrying too much about honesty
unseenunseen /�n |si
n/ adj not seen, invisible
unselfishunselfish /�n|selfʃ/ adj thinking only of
other people
unsettledunsettled /�n|set(ə)ld/ adj 1. (of
weather) which changes often � Unsettled
weather is forecast for the next few days. 2.
not calm � The present unsettled market
shows no sign of becoming more stable.
unsettlingunsettling /�n |set(ə)lŋ/ adj which
makes you nervous and worried
unshavenunshaven /�n |ʃevən/ adj without hav-
ing shaved
unsightlyunsightly /�n |satli/ adj very unpleasant
to look at � She has an unsightly scar on
her face.
unsociableunsociable /�n |səυʃəb(ə)l/ adj not
friendly, not wanting to meet other people
unsophisticatedunsophisticated /��nsə|fstketd/
adj simple; not sophisticated
unsoundunsound /�n|saυnd/ adj not based on
fact or logic � His reasoning is unsound.
unstableunstable /�n|steb(ə)l/ adj 1. not secure
or firm � The platform had become unsta-
ble. 2. likely to change suddenly � The eco-
nomic situation has become very unstable.
� Neighbouring states were worried that
the unstable military regime could be over-
thrown. 3. with a mental state that is likely
to change quickly
unsteadyunsteady /�n |stedi/ adj not steady; wob-
bly
unsubscribeunsubscribe /��nsəb |skrab/ verb to
ask not to receive something any longer
unsubstantiatedunsubstantiated /��nsəb|st�nʃietd/
adj not having any supporting evidence
unsuccessful

� unsuccessful /��nsək|sesf(ə)l/ adj
which does not succeed
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unsuitableunsuitable /�n |su
təb(ə)l/ adj not suita-
ble
unsureunsure /�n |ʃυə/ adj not sure � She was
unsure whether to go to work or to stay at
home. � I’m unsure as to which route is the
quickest.
untangleuntangle /�n|t�ŋ((ə)l/ (untangles, un-
tangling, untangled) verb 1. to separate
and free from tangles 2. to make simpler
and clearer
untidyuntidy /�n |tadi/ (untidier, untidiest) adj
not tidy
untieuntie /�n |ta/ (unties, untying, untied)
verb to open something which is tied with
a knot
until

� until /�n |tl/ conj up to the time when �
She was perfectly well until she ate the
strawberries. � He blew his whistle until
the police came. � prep, conj up to the time
when � I don’t expect to be back until after
ten o’clock. � Until yesterday, I felt very
well.
untolduntold /�n|təυld/ adj very large; so large
that it cannot be counted � The lottery of-
fers people the possibility of untold wealth.
� The new treatment should help untold
numbers of asthma sufferers.
untrueuntrue /�n |tru
/ adj not true
untruthuntruth /�n |tru
θ/ noun a lie (literary) �

His statement was an untruth.
unusual

� unusual /�n |ju
�υəl/ adj not normal
or expected � It is unusual to have rain at
this time of year. � She chose a very unusu-
al colour scheme for her sitting room.
unveilunveil /�n|vel/ (unveils, unveiling, un-
veiled) verb 1. to take a cover off some-
thing, to open it formally � The statue was
unveiled by the mayor. 2. to reveal details
of a new plan etc. � The committee will un-
veil its proposals next week.
unwell

� unwell /�n |wel/ adj in a bad state of
health (NOTE: not used before a noun: the
baby was unwell but a sick baby)
unwieldyunwieldy /�n|wi
ldi/ adj large and awk-
ward
unwillingunwilling /�n |wlŋ/ adj not wanting to
do something
unwindunwind /�n|wand/ (unwinds, unwind-
ing, unwound) verb 1. to undo something
which has been wound � Pull to unwind
the flex – it will rewind automatically when
you press the red button. 2. to relax � Gar-
dening at the weekend helps him to un-
wind.
unwiseunwise /�n|waz/ adj rash or not prudent;
not wise

unworkable

unworkable /�n |w#
kəb(ə)l/ adj which
will not work
unwound

unwound /�n |waυnd/ past tense and
past participle of unwind
unwrap

unwrap /�n|r�p/ (unwraps, unwrap-
ping, unwrapped) verb to take the wrap-
ping off something
unzip

unzip /�n |zp/ (unzips, unzipping, un-
zipped) verb to undo a zip fastener
up

� up /�p/ adv 1. in or to a high place � Put
your hands up above your head. � What’s
the cat doing up there on the cupboard?
(NOTE: up is often used after verbs: to keep
up, to turn up.) 2. to a higher position � His
temperature went up suddenly. � The price
of petrol seems to go up every week. 3. not
in bed � The children were still up when
they should have been in bed. � They
stayed up all night watching films on TV. �
He got up at six because he had an early
train to catch. � It’s past eight o’clock –
you should be up by now. 4. completely, en-
tirely � The puddles dried up quickly in the
sun. 5. happening in an unpleasant or dan-
gerous way � Something’s up – the engine
has stopped! � prep 1. in or to a high place
� They ran up the stairs. � She doesn’t like
going up ladders. 2. along � Go up the
street to the traffic lights and then turn
right. � The house is about two hundred
metres up the road. � what’s up? what’s
the matter? � what’s up with him? what is
the matter with him? � What’s up with the
cat? – It won’t eat anything.
up-and-coming

� up-and-coming /��p ən k�mŋ/ adj
becoming fashionable and likely to suc-
ceed
upbeat

upbeat /�pbi
t/ adj feeling optimistic
and happy (informal) � The conference end-
ed on a very upbeat note. � We’re all very
upbeat about the potential sales of the new
model.
upbringing

� upbringing /�pbrŋŋ/ noun the way
a child is brought up
upcoming

upcoming /�pk�mŋ/ adj approaching
soon, forthcoming
update

update1 /�pdet/ noun the latest infor-
mation � The manager gave us an update
on the latest sales figures.
update

update2 /�p|det/ (updates, updating,
updated) verb to add the latest information
to something so that it is quite up-to-date �
She was asked to update the telephone list.
� The figures are updated annually. � They
have updated their guidebook to Greece to
include current prices.
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upendupend /�p|end/ (upends, upending, up-
ended) verb to turn something over on its
end
up front

� up front /��p fr�nt/ adv in advance
upgradeupgrade /�p|(red/ verb (upgrades, up-
grading, upgraded) 1. to improve the qual-
ity or performance of something such as a
computer 2. to give someone a higher posi-
tion or better facilities � noun software or
equipment that will make a computer sys-
tem more powerful or up to date
upheavalupheaval /�p |hi
v(ə)l/ noun a great
change
upholduphold /�p|həυld/ (upholds, upholding,
upheld) verb to reject an appeal and sup-
port an earlier judgment � The appeal
court upheld the decision of the lower
court.
upholsteryupholstery /�p|həυlst(ə)ri/ noun covers
for chairs; padded seats and cushions � The
upholstery matches the colour scheme in
the sitting-room.
upkeepupkeep /�pki
p/ noun 1. the cost and
process of keeping property such as a
house, garden or car in good order 2. the
cost of paying for children’s clothes, food,
etc.
uploadupload /�p|�ləυd/ (uploads, uploading,
uploaded) verb to send information or pro-
grams from your computer to a larger sys-
tem, e.g. over the Internet
up-marketup-market /�p mɑ
kt/ adj more expen-
sive, appealing to the wealthy section of
the market
upon

� upon /� |pɒn/ prep 1. on � The church
was built upon a grassy hill. 2. likely to
happen soon � The summer holidays will
soon be upon us again.
upper

� upper /�pə/ adj higher or further up �

The upper slopes of the mountain are cov-
ered in snow. � He had a rash on his right
upper arm.
upper caseupper case /��pə |kes/ noun (in printing)
capital letters
uppermostuppermost /�pəməυst/ adj 1. highest �
The birds are nesting in the uppermost
branches of the apple tree. 2. most impor-
tant � Which plan has the uppermost sig-
nificance for you? � adv in the top position
� Carry the box with this side uppermost. �
Which side of the painting should be up-
permost?
upright

� upright /�prat/ adj straight up � He
got dizzy as soon as he stood upright. � Put
the backs of your seats into the upright po-
sition for landing. � She picked up the vase
and placed it upright on the table.

uprisinguprising /�prazŋ/ noun a rebellion or
revolt
uproaruproar /�prɔ
/ noun 1. a loud noise 2. an-
gry criticism by a lot of people � There was
an uproar over the increase in fares.
uprootuproot /�p|ru
t/ (uproots, uprooting,
uprooted) verb 1. to pull a plant out of the
ground with its roots � Everywhere you
could see trees uprooted by the storm. 2. to
make a family move to a totally new area �
Families were uprooted from their homes
and taken to camps many miles away.
upsetupset1 /�p |set/ adj very worried or un-
happy � His parents get upset if he comes
home late. � verb (upsets, upsetting, up-
set) 1. to make someone worried or unhap-
py � Don’t upset your mother by telling her
you’re planning to go to live in Russia. 2.
to knock something over � He upset all the
coffee cups.
upsetupset2 /�pset/ noun 1. an unexpected
defeat � There was a major upset in the
tennis tournament when the number three
seed was beaten in the first round. 2. a
slight illness because of something you
have eaten or drunk � a stomach upset
upsettingupsetting /�p|setŋ/ adj which causes
you to feel worried, unhappy or anxious
upshotupshot /�pʃɒt/ noun a result
upsideupside /�psad/ noun the positive side of
a situation
upside down

� upside down /��psad daυn/ adv
with the top underneath � Don’t turn the
box upside down – all the papers will fall
out. � The car shot off the road and ended
up upside down in a ditch. � Bats were
hanging upside down from the branches.
upstageupstage /�p |sted�/ (upstages, upstag-
ing, upstaged) verb to take attention away
from someone who should be more impor-
tant � In last night’s performance, the pri-
ma ballerina was completely upstaged by
the youngest dancer.
upstairs

� upstairs /��p |steəz/ adv on or to the
upper part of something, e.g. a building or
bus � She ran upstairs with the letter. � I
left my glasses upstairs. � Let’s go upstairs
onto the top deck – you can see London
much better. � adj on the upper floors of a
building � We have an upstairs kitchen. �
We let the one of the upstairs offices to an
accountant.
upstartupstart /�pstɑ
t/ noun an inexperienced
person who has just started a job and feels
he knows everything about it
upsurgeupsurge /�ps#
d�/ noun a sudden in-
crease
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uptakeuptake /�ptek/ � slow or quick on the
uptake slow or quick to understand
uptightuptight /�p |tat/ adj nervous and angry
(informal)
up to date

� up to date /��p tə det/, up-to-date
adv with the latest information � I keep my-
self up to date on the political situation by
reading the newspaper every day.
up-to-the-minuteup-to-the-minute /��p tə ðə mnt/
adj very recent
uptownuptown /�ptaυn/ adv US in or to the out-
er residential parts of a town
upturnupturn /�pt#
n/ noun a movement to-
wards higher sales or profits
upward

� upward /�pwəd/ adj moving towards
a higher level � The spacecraft’s engines
generate enormous upward thrust. � adv
US same as upwards
upwards

� upwards /�pwədz/ adv towards the
top � The path went upwards for a mile
then levelled off.
uraniumuranium /jυ |reniəm/ noun a radioactive
metal used in producing atomic energy
urban

� urban /#
bən/ adj 1. relating to towns
� They enjoy an urban lifestyle. 2. living in
towns � The urban fox has become a men-
ace in parts of London.
urbaneurbane /#
 |ben/ adj having an easy re-
laxed manner
urge

� urge /#
d�/ noun a strong wish to do
something � She felt an urge to punch him
on the nose. � verb (urges, urging, urged)
to advise someone strongly to do some-
thing � He urged her to do what her father
said.
urgencyurgency /#
d�ənsi/ noun the fact of be-
ing very important or needing to be done
quickly
urgent

� urgent /#
d�ənt/ adj which is impor-
tant and needs to be done quickly � He had
an urgent message to go to the police sta-
tion. � She had an urgent operation. � The
leader of the council called an urgent
meeting. � This parcel is urgent and needs
to get there tomorrow.
urinateurinate /jυərnet/ (urinates, urinating,
urinated) verb to pass waste liquid from
the body
urineurine /jυərn/ noun a yellowish liquid
which is passed out of the body, containing
water and waste matter
URLURL /�ju
 ɑ
 el/ abbr Uniform Resource
Locator
urnurn /#
n/ noun a very large vase
us

� us /əs, �s/ object pronoun meaning me
and other people � Mother gave us each
50p to buy ice cream. � Who’s there? – It’s

us! � The company did well last year – the
management have given us a bonus.
usableusable /ju
zəb(ə)l/ adj which can be
used
usage

� usage /ju
sd�/ noun 1. a way of us-
ing a word � It is a technical term that is
now in common usage. � The book clearly
explains common legal terms and their us-
age. 2. the amount of something that is
used � Our usage of electricity is too high.
useuse1 /ju
z/ (uses, using, used) verb 1. to
take something such as a tool and do some-
thing with it � Did you use a sewing ma-
chine to make your curtains? � The car’s
worth quite a lot of money – it’s hardly
been used. � Do you know how to use a
computer? � Can I use this knife for cutting
meat? 2. to take a substance and do some-
thing with it � Don’t use the tap water for
drinking. � Does this car use much petrol?
� Turn down the heating – we’re using too
much gas.

use up� phrasal verb to use all of some-
thing

useuse2 /ju
s/ noun 1. a purpose � Can you
find any use for this piece of cloth? 2. the
fact of being used � The coffee machine
has been in daily use for years. � to make
use of something to use something � You
should make more use of your bicycle.
used

� used /ju
zd/ adj which is not new � a
shop selling used clothes � a used-car
salesman
used to

� used to /ju
zt tu
/ adj 1. � to be used
to something or to doing something not
to worry about doing something, because
you do it often � Farmers are used to get-
ting up early. � We’re used to hard work in
this office. � I’m not used to eating such a
large meal at lunchtime. 2. showing that
something happened often or regularly in
the past � There used to be lots of small
shops in the village until the supermarket
was built. � When we were children, we
used to go to France every year for our hol-
idays. � The police think he used to live in
London. � He used not to smoke a pipe.
(NOTE: The forms used in the negative and
questions: He used to work in London, He
didn’t use to work in London or He used not
to work in London, Didn’t he use to work in
London?)
useful

� useful /ju
sf(ə)l/ adj who or which
can help you do something � I find these
scissors very useful for opening letters. �

She’s a very useful person to have in the of-
fice. � to make yourself useful to do
something to help
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useless

� useless /ju
sləs/ adj which is not use-
ful
user

� user /ju
zə/ noun a person who uses a
tool or a service � We have mailed the users
of our equipment about the possible design
fault.
user-friendlyuser-friendly /�ju
zə frendli/ adj easy
to use without special training
usernameusername /ju
zənem/ noun a name
which you use when operating a computer
program
usherusher /�ʃə/ noun a man who shows peo-
ple to their seats in a cinema or at a wed-
ding

usher in phrasal verb 1. to bring someone
in � They were ushered into the chair-
man’s office. 2. to be the beginning of �
The end of the war ushered in a period of
great prosperity.

usual

� usual /ju
�uəl/ adj done or used on
most occasions � She took her usual bus to
the office. � Is it usual for him to arrive so
late?
usually

� usually /ju
�uəli/ adv in most cases
or on most occasions
usurpusurp /ju
 |z#
p/ (usurps, usurping,
usurped) verb to take and use a right which
is not yours, especially to take the throne
from a king

utensilutensil /ju
 |tens(ə)l/ noun a tool or ob-
ject used when cooking � knives, bowls
and other kitchen utensils
uterusuterus /ju
t(ə)rəs/ noun the hollow or-
gan in a woman’s body where a fertilised
egg is lodged and an unborn baby is carried
(technical)
utiliseutilise /ju
tlaz/ (utilises, utilising, uti-
lised), utilize verb to use something
(formal) � He’s keen to utilise his program-
ming skills.
utmostutmost /�tməυst/ noun the greatest ac-
tion possible � They did their utmost to
save the children from the fire.
utopiautopia /ju
|təυpiə/, Utopia noun an im-
aginary perfect world
utterutter /�tə/ (utters, uttering, uttered) verb
to speak; to make a sound � She only ut-
tered a few words during the whole
evening.
utterance

� utterance /�t(ə)rəns/ noun some-
thing which is said
utterlyutterly /�təli/ adv completely
U-turn

� U-turn /ju
 t#
n/ noun 1. the act of
turning round to go back in the opposite di-
rection � The police car did or made a U-
turn and went back to the hotel. � U-turns
are not allowed on motorways. 2. a com-
plete change in policy
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V
vv1 /v#
səs, vi
/ abbr versus
vv2 /vi
/, V noun the twenty-second letter of
the alphabet, between U and W. � V-neck
VV /vi
/ noun the Roman numeral for five or
fifth � King George V
vacancy

� vacancy /vekənsi/ noun 1. a job for
which there is no employee [~for] � We ad-
vertised a vacancy for a receptionist in the
local paper. 2. a room in a hotel which is
available to stay in � All the hotels had
signs saying ‘No vacancies’.
vacant

� vacant /vekənt/ adj empty and avail-
able for you to use � There are six rooms
vacant in the new wing of the hotel. � Is the
toilet vacant yet?
vacatevacate /və|ket/ (vacates, vacating, va-
cated) verb to leave something empty
vacation

� vacation /və |keʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. espe-
cially US a holiday � The family went on
vacation in Canada. 2. a period when the
universities and law courts are closed � I’m
spending my vacation working on a vine-
yard in Italy.
vaccinatevaccinate /v�ksnet/ (vaccinates,
vaccinating, vaccinated) verb to use a vac-
cine to give a person immunisation against
a specific disease [~against] � Make sure
you are vaccinated before you travel to Af-
rica. � She was vaccinated against small-
pox as a child.
vaccinevaccine /v�ksi
n/ noun a substance
which contains the germs of a disease and
which is injected into a patient to prevent
him or her from catching the disease
vacuumvacuum /v�kjuəm/ noun 1. a space
which is completely empty of all matter,
including air � The experiment has to be
carried out in a vacuum. 2. US same as
vacuum cleaner � verb (vacuums, vacu-
uming, vacuumed) to clean a carpet or a
room using a vacuum cleaner � She vacu-
ums the hall every day. � I must vacuum the
living room before my mother arrives.
vacuum cleaner

� vacuum cleaner /v�kjuəm �kli
nə/
noun a machine which cleans by sucking
up dust

vacuum flaskvacuum flask /v�kjuəm flɑ
sk/ noun
a type of bottle which keeps liquids hot or
cold (NOTE: also commonly called by a trade
name, thermos)
vaginavagina /və |d�anə/ noun a passage in a
female body connecting the uterus to the
vulva and through which a baby is born
vagrantvagrant /ve(rənt/ noun a tramp, a per-
son who travels from place to place with no
home or work
vague

� vague /ve(/ adj with no details
vainvain /ven/ adj very proud of your appear-
ance or achievements � He’s always comb-
ing his hair – he’s very vain. (NOTE: Do not
confuse with vein.)
valentinevalentine /v�ləntan/ noun the person
you say you love particularly (old) � He
asked her to be his valentine.
Valentine’s DayValentine’s Day /v�ləntanz de/
noun 14th February, a day when people
send cards and flowers to loved ones
valetvalet /v�lt/ noun 1. a servant who looks
after a man’s clothes 2. a person who parks
your car at a restaurant or hotel
valiantvaliant /v�liənt/ adj brave
valid

� valid /v�ld/ adj 1. which can be law-
fully used for a particular time � Travellers
must have a valid ticket before boarding
the train. � I have a season ticket which is
valid for one year. � He was carrying a val-
id passport. 2. which is acceptable because
it is true � That is not a valid argument or
excuse. � She made several valid points in
her speech.
validatevalidate /v�ldet/ (validates, validat-
ing, validated) verb 1. to check to see if
something is correct � The document has
to be validated by the bank. 2. to make
something valid � The ticket has to be
stamped to validate it. 3. to certify official-
ly that something is acceptable � The new
course has not yet been validated by the
academic board.
valley

� valley /v�li/ noun a long piece of low
land through which a river runs � Fog
forms in the valleys at night. � A lot of com-
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puter companies are based in the Thames
Valley.
valuable

� valuable /v�ljυəb(ə)l/ adj 1. worth a
lot of money � Be careful, that glass is val-
uable! � The burglars stole everything that
was valuable. 2. useful or helpful � She
gave me some very valuable advice.
valuablesvaluables /v�ljυəb(ə)lz/ plural noun
items which are worth a lot of money � You
can deposit valuables in the hotel safe.
valuation

� valuation /�v�lju |eʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. an
estimate of the worth of something � A
£350 valuation for this ring is much too
low. 2. the act of estimating the worth of
something � At the end of a financial year,
we have to do a stock valuation. � We
asked for a valuation of the property or for
a property valuation.
value

� value /v�lju
/ noun an amount of
money which something is worth � the fall
in the value of the yen � He imported goods
to the value of £500. � Items of value can
be deposited in the hotel safe overnight. �

verb (values, valuing, valued) to consider
something as being valuable � She values
her friendship with him. � good value (for
money) a bargain, something which is
worth the price paid for it � That restaurant
gives value for money. � Holidays in Italy
are good value because of the exchange
rate.
valuesvalues /v�lju
z/ plural noun principles,
important things in life � He’s a believer in
traditional family values.
valvevalve /v�lv/ noun a device in a tube
which allows liquid or air to pass through
in one direction only
vampirevampire /v�mpaə/ noun an evil person
who supposedly sucks blood from his or
her victims
van

� van /v�n/ noun a covered goods vehi-
cle � A delivery van ran into the back of my
car. � Our van will call this afternoon to
pick up the goods.
vandalvandal /v�nd(ə)l/ noun a person who
takes pleasure in destroying property, espe-
cially public property
vandalismvandalism /v�ndə |�lz(ə)m/ noun the
meaningless destruction of property
vanillavanilla /və|nlə/ noun a flavouring made
from the seed pods of a tropical plant
vanishvanish /v�nʃ/ (vanishes, vanishing,
vanished) verb to disappear suddenly �
The magician made the rabbit vanish.
vanityvanity /v�nti/ noun the fact of being ex-
cessively proud of your appearance, feel-
ing that you are very handsome or beauti-
ful

vantage pointvantage point /vɑ
ntd� �pɔnt/ noun
a place from which you can see well
vapourvapour /vepə/ noun a substance in the
form of a gas, usually caused by heating
(NOTE: The US spelling is vapor.)
variablevariable /veəriəb(ə)l/ noun a thing
which varies � We have to take a great
many variables into account.
variancevariance /veəriəns/ noun the amount of
difference between two things � to be at
variance with something not to agree or to
be slightly different from something � The
actual sales are at variance with the sales
reported by the reps.
variantvariant /veəriənt/ noun the spelling of a
word or name which is slightly different
variation

� variation /�veəri |eʃ(ə)n/ noun a
change from one state or level to another
[’~in] � The variation in colour or the col-
our variation is because the cloth has been
dyed by hand.
varied

� varied /veərd/ adj made up of differ-
ent sorts and kinds
variety

� variety /və |raəti/ (plural varieties)
noun 1. frequent differences or changes
that make something interesting � Her new
job, unlike the old one, doesn’t lack variety.
� a variety of things or people a lot of dif-
ferent sorts of things or people � She’s had
a variety of boyfriends. � We had a variety
of visitors at the office today. � We couldn’t
go on holiday this year for a variety of rea-
sons. 2. a different type of plant or animal
in the same species � Do you have this new
variety of rose? � Is this a new variety of
potato? � variety is the spice of life if you
meet lots of different people, visit lots of
different places, etc., then this makes your
life exciting
various

� various /veəriəs/ adj several different
� The shop sells goods from various coun-
tries. � I’ll be out of the office today – I
have to see various suppliers.
variouslyvariously /veəriəsli/ adv in different
ways
varnishvarnish /vɑ
nʃ/ noun a liquid which
when painted on something gives it a shiny
surface � He applied two coats of varnish
to the door. � verb (varnishes, varnishing,
varnished) to paint something with a liq-
uid varnish, to give a shiny surface to
something � Can you varnish our front
door?
vary

� vary /veəri/ (varies, varying, varied)
verb 1. to change what you do often  � The
temperature varies from 8 degrees C at
night to 18 degrees C during the day. 2. to
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be different [~from] � Prices of flats vary
from a few thousand pounds to millions.
vase

� vase /vɑ
z/ noun a container used for
cut flowers, or simply for decoration
vasectomyvasectomy /və|sektəmi/ noun a surgi-
cal operation to sterilise a man
vast

� vast /vɑ
st/ adj extremely big, often
extremely wide � A vast area of the region
was affected by the flood. � There are vast
differences in price between the two shops.
vastlyvastly /vɑ
stli/ adv very much
vatvat /v�t/ noun a large container for liquids
VAT

� VAT /�vi
 e ti
, v�t/ abbr value added
tax � VAT is an indirect tax. � The invoice
includes VAT at 17.5%. � Hotels and res-
taurants have to charge VAT like any other
business. � In Britain there is no VAT on
books.
vaultvault /vɔ
lt/ noun 1. an arched stone ceil-
ing � The 11th-century vault of the chapel
in the Tower of London. 2. an underground
room for burying people � She is buried in
the family vault. 3. a high jump
VCRVCR /�vi
 si
 ɑ
/ abbr video cassette re-
corder
VDUVDU abbr visual display unit
’ve’ve /əv/ short form have
vealveal /vi
l/ noun meat from a calf
veerveer /və/ (veers, veering, veered) verb 1.
to turn in a direction suddenly � The car
suddenly veered to the right and crashed
through a wall. � She veered away off the
main road into a little lane. 2. to change
plans or ideas � The government seems to
be veering towards the left.
vegveg /ved�/ noun vegetables (informal)
veganvegan /vi
(ən/ noun a person who does
not eat meat, dairy produce, eggs or fish,
but only eats vegetables and fruit
vegetable

� vegetable /ved�təb(ə)l/ noun a plant
which is grown to be eaten but which is not
usually sweet � We grow potatoes, carrots
and other sorts of vegetables in the garden.
� The soup of the day is vegetable soup. �
Green vegetables are a good source of die-
tary fibre.
vegetarianvegetarian /�ved�|teəriən/ adj not con-
taining meat, or for people who do not eat
meat � a vegetarian dish � He is on a veg-
etarian diet. � She asked for the vegetarian
menu. � noun a person who eats only fruit,
vegetables, bread, eggs, etc., but does not
eat meat, and sometimes not fish
vegetationvegetation /�ved�|teʃ(ə)n/ noun
plants
veggieveggie /ved�i/ noun (informal) 1. a vege-
tarian 2. a vegetable

vehementvehement /vi
əmənt/ adj forceful
vehicle

� vehicle /vi
k(ə)l/ noun a machine
which carries passengers or goods, e.g. a
car, lorry or bus � a three-wheeled vehicle
� Goods vehicles can park at the back of
the building.
veilveil /vel/ noun 1. a light cloth which can
cover a woman’s head or face � At the fu-
neral she wore a hat with a black veil. �

The bride lifted her veil as she came out of
the church. 2. something which stops you
seeing or understanding � A veil of mist lay
over the valley. � A veil of secrecy has pre-
vented us finding out what really hap-
pened.
veinvein /ven/ noun a small tube in the body
which takes blood from the tissues back to
the heart (NOTE: Do not confuse with vain.)
VelcroVelcro /velkrəυ/ trademark a material
with stiff fibres which cling tight when
pressed together � Her sandals have Velcro
straps. � The rucksack fastens with Velcro.
velocityvelocity /və|lɒsti/ noun speed
velvetvelvet /velvt/ noun a cloth made from
silk, with a soft pile surface on one side
vendettavendetta /ven |detə/ noun a private quar-
rel between families or persons
vendorvendor /vendə/, vender noun a person
who sells a property (formal) � The ven-
dor’s solicitor is trying to get the purchaser
to hurry up.
veneerveneer /və |nə/ noun 1. a thin layer of ex-
pensive wood glued to the surface of ordi-
nary wood � The table has a mahogany ve-
neer. 2. behaviour or an appearance which
hides the truth [~of] � His veneer of polite-
ness soon disappeared as the old lady
asked more and more questions.
venetian blindvenetian blind /və|�ni
ʃ(ə)n bland/
noun a blind to shut out light, made of hor-
izontal strips, e.g. of plastic or wood,
which can be opened or shut or raised and
lowered by pulling a string
vengeancevengeance /vend�əns/ noun harm
caused to someone in return for harm he or
she has caused you � He has vowed to ex-
act vengeance for the wrong done to his
family. � She is seeking vengeance for the
killing of her child. � with a vengeance
very strongly (informal) � The rain came
down again with a vengeance.
venisonvenison /vens(ə)n/ noun meat from a
deer
venomvenom /venəm/ noun 1. poison, e.g.
from the bite of a snake � The venom of
certain snakes may cause paralysis. 2. bit-
ter hatred � The venom in her reply was ob-
vious.
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venomousvenomous /venməs/ adj 1. with poi-
son in its bite � This snake is particularly
venomous. � She was bitten by a venomous
spider. 2. showing bitter hatred � She gave
him a venomous look. � His venomous let-
ter was printed in the newspaper.
ventvent /vent/ noun 1. a hole through which
air or gas can escape � The gas heater is
connected to a vent in the wall. 2. a slit in
the back of a coat or jacket allowing you to
sit down more easily � He always wears
jackets with double vents.
ventilateventilate /ventlet/ (ventilates, venti-
lating, ventilated) verb to allow fresh air to
come into a place � The freshly painted
kitchen needs to be ventilated for several
hours. � Children tend to fall asleep in
poorly ventilated classrooms.
ventilationventilation /�vent |leʃ(ə)n/ noun the
process of bringing fresh air into a place
ventureventure /ventʃə/ noun a new activity,
especially in business, which involves
some risk � She has started a new venture
– a computer shop. � verb (ventures, ven-
turing, ventured) 1. to say something cau-
tiously or reluctantly 2. to go somewhere
when it may be exciting or unpleasant � We
couldn’t wait any longer, so we ventured
out into the rain.
venture capitalventure capital /�ventʃə k�pt(ə)l/
noun money which you invest in a new
business when there is a high risk of failure
venuevenue /venju
/ noun an agreed place
where an event such as a meeting will be
held
verb

� verb /v#
b/ noun (in grammar) a word
which shows an action, being or feeling,
such as ‘to hit’ or ‘to thank’
verbalverbal /v#
b(ə)l/ adj spoken and not
written down � She gave me a verbal ac-
count of what had happened. � It was a
verbal agreement between the two of us.
verbal nounverbal noun /�v#
b(ə)l naυn/ noun a
gerund, a noun formed from the present
participle of a verb (NOTE: In English, ger-
unds are formed from the ‘-ing’ form of
verbs, as in Cycling is good exercise; Choral
singing is very popular in Wales.)
verbatimverbatim /v#
 |betm/ adj using exactly
the same words � a verbatim account �

That was what she said, verbatim.
verdictverdict /v#
dkt/ noun a decision made
in a court � to come to or reach a verdict
to decide whether the accused is guilty or
not
vergeverge /v#
d�/ noun 1. a border of grass
along the side of a road � You can park on
the verge outside the house. � Wild flowers

were growing all along the motorway verg-
es. 2. the edge � on the verge of some-
thing about to experience something � The
company is on the verge of bankruptcy. �
She was on the verge of a nervous break-
down.
verifyverify /verfa/ (verifies, verifying, veri-
fied) verb to check to see if documents or a
statement are correct (NOTE: + verification
n)
verminvermin /v#
mn/ noun animals or in-
sects, e.g. mice, fleas or cockroaches,
which eat crops, bring disease into houses,
live on other animals, etc.
versatileversatile /v#
sətal/ adj 1. good at doing
various things equally well 2. (of a ma-
chine, material, etc.) which is suitable for
various uses � The car is extremely versa-
tile: it can be used on rough mountain
tracks, but is equally suitable for town use.
verseverse /v#
s/ noun 1. a group of lines
which form a part of a song or poem � We
sang all the verses of the National Anthem.
� She read the first verse to the class. 2. po-
etry � He published a small book of verse.
Compare prose (NOTE: no plural in this
sense)
version

� version /v#
ʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a descrip-
tion of what happened as seen by one per-
son � The victim told her version of events
to the jury. 2. a type of something, e.g. a
work of art or model of car � This is the
film version of the novel. � He bought the
cheapest version available.
versusversus /v#
səs/ prep (in a sports match
or a civil court case) against (NOTE: usually
written v, sometimes also vs: Manchester
United v Arsenal; Smith vs the Inland Reve-
nue)
vertebravertebra /v#
tbrə/ (plural vertebrae)
noun one of the 24 bones which form the
vertebral column or backbone
verticalvertical /v#
tk(ə)l/ adj standing or ris-
ing straight up � He drew a few vertical
lines to represent trees. � We looked at the
vertical cliff and wondered how to climb it.
vertigovertigo /v#
t(əυ/ noun dizziness or loss
of balance where everything seems to rush
round you, especially when you are in a
high place � Some ear conditions may
cause vertigo.
verveverve /v#
v/ noun enthusiasm, a feeling
of liveliness
very

� very /veri/ adv used to make an adjec-
tive or adverb stronger � It’s very hot in the
car – why don’t you open a window? � Can
you see that very tall pine tree over there?
� The time seemed to go very quickly when
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we were on holiday. � adj used to make a
noun stronger � He did his very best to get
tickets. � The scene takes place at the very
beginning of the book.
vesselvessel /ves(ə)l/ noun a ship � Vessels
from all countries crowded into the har-
bour.
vestvest /vest/ noun 1. a light piece of under-
clothing for the top half of the body � He
wears a thick vest in winter. � If you don’t
have a clean vest, wear a T-shirt instead. 2.
US a short coat with buttons and without
any sleeves, which is worn over a shirt and
under a jacket � He wore a pale gray vest
with a black jacket.
vested interestvested interest /�vestd ntrəst/ noun
a special interest in keeping an existing
state of affairs
vestigevestige /vestd�/ noun remains
vet

� vet /vet/ (vets, vetting, vetted) verb to
check someone or something carefully to
see if they are suitable � All candidates
have to be vetted by the managing director.
veteranveteran /vet(ə)rən/ noun 1. a member of
the armed forces who has fought in a war �
The veterans visited war graves on the 50th
anniversary of the battle. 2. a person who
has a lot of experience � He is a veteran of
many takeover bids.
veterinary

� veterinary /vet(ə)rənəri/ adj refer-
ring to the treatment of sick animals
veterinary surgeonveterinary surgeon /vet(ə)rnəri
�s#
d�ən/ noun a doctor who specialises in
treating animals (NOTE: always shortened to
vet when speaking)
vetoveto /vi
təυ/ noun (plural vetoes) a ban
or order not to allow something to become
law, even if it has been passed by a parlia-
ment � verb (vetoes, vetoing, vetoed) to
forbid something � The proposal was ve-
toed by the president. � The council has ve-
toed all plans to hold protest marches in
the centre of town.
via

� via /vaə/ prep through � We drove to
London via Windsor. � We are sending the
payment via our office in London. � The
shipment is going via the Suez Canal.
viableviable /vaəb(ə)l/ adj 1. able to work in
practice � The project is certainly viable. �
It is no longer viable to extract tin from
these mines. 2. (of a foetus) which can sur-
vive if born � A foetus is viable after about
28 weeks of pregnancy.
viaductviaduct /vaəd�kt/ noun a long bridge
carrying a road or railway across a valley
vibevibe /vab/ noun a particular kind of feel-
ing which you connect with a certain place
or person (informal)

vibrantvibrant /vabrənt/ adj (of a person) full
of energy � a teacher with a vibrant per-
sonality
vibratevibrate /va |bret/ (vibrates, vibrating,
vibrated) verb to move slightly, but rapidly
and continuously
vibration

� vibration /va |breʃ(ə)n/ noun a fast
and continuous shaking movement
vicarvicar /vkə/ noun (in the Church of
England) a priest in charge of a parish
vicaragevicarage /vk(ə)rd�/ noun a house of a
vicar
vice

� vice /vas/ noun 1. criminal activity in-
volving sex 2. a tool that screws tight to
hold something firm while it is being
worked on
vice-vice- /vas/ prefix a person who is second
in rank to someone
vice-presidentvice-president /�vas prezd(ə)nt/
noun 1. the deputy to a president 2. US one
of the executive directors of a company
vice versavice versa /�vasi v#
sə/ adv the other
way from what has just been mentioned
vicinityvicinity /və|snti/ noun an area around
something � The police are searching the
vicinity of the lake.
vicious

� vicious /vʃəs/ adj cruel and violent �
a vicious attack on an elderly lady
vicious circlevicious circle /�vʃəs s#
k(ə)l/ noun a
situation in which by trying to solve one
problem you find yourself in another
which is worse than the first
victim

� victim /vktm/ noun a person who is
attacked, who is in an accident � The vic-
tims of the train crash were taken to the lo-
cal hospital. � She was the victim of a vio-
lent attack outside her front door. � Earth-
quake victims were housed in tents.
victimisevictimise /vktmaz/ (victimises, vic-
timising, victimised), victimize (victimiz-
es, victimizing, victimized) verb to treat
someone more unfairly than others
victorvictor /vktə/ noun a person who wins a
fight, game or battle
VictorianVictorian /vk |tɔ
riən/ noun a person
living at the time of Queen Victoria � He
wrote the biography of several eminent
Victorians.
victoriousvictorious /vk |tɔ
riəs/ adj having won
a game or a battle
victory

� victory /vkt(ə)ri/ (plural victories)
noun the fact of winning something, e.g. a
battle, a fight or a game � the American
victory in the Olympics � They won a clear
victory in the general election. � The guer-
rillas won a victory over the government
troops.
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video

� video /vdiəυ/ noun 1. a machine
which records TV programmes � Don’t
forget to set the video for 8 p.m. before you
go out. 2. a magnetic tape on which you
can record TV programmes or films for
playing back on a television set � She
bought a box of blank videos.
video gamevideo game /vdiəυ (em/ noun an
electronic game which you play on a tele-
vision or computer screen
videophonevideophone /vdiəυ |�fəυn/ noun a tele-
phone with a screen where you can see the
person you are speaking to
videotapevideotape /vdiəυtep/ noun a magnet-
ic tape on which pictures and sound can be
recorded for playing back on a television
set
vievie /va/ (vies, vying, vied) verb to be in
competition with someone or something
[~with/~for] � They vied with the German
team for the gold medal. � The best stu-
dents are vying for the scholarship. � The
food at this little restaurant vies with that
of more expensive establishments.
view

� view /vju
/ noun 1. what you can see
from a certain place � You can get a good
view of the sea from the church tower. � We
asked for a room with a sea view and were
given one looking out over the bus depot. 2.
an opinion or a way of thinking about
something [~on/about/~of/~that] � What
are your views on politics? � I can’t accept
your view of life. � It’s my view that she
lied to save herself. � In his view, the gov-
ernment ought to act now.
viewer

� viewer /vju
ə/ noun 1. a person who
watches TV � The programme attracted
ten million viewers. 2. a small device
through which you can look at colour
slides � She bought a little viewer to look
at her slides.
viewfinderviewfinder /vju
fandə/ noun a small
window in a camera through which you
look when taking a picture, and which
shows the exact picture you are about to
take
viewingviewing /vju
ŋ/ noun 1. the act of in-
specting something such as a house which
you are thinking of buying 2. the act of
watching television
viewpointviewpoint /vju
pɔnt/ noun a point of
view, a particular way of thinking about
things
vigilvigil /vd�l/ noun the act of staying qui-
etly in a place to look after someone who is
ill, to pray for something, or as a protest �
a vigil for peace � A nurse kept vigil by her
bedside. � The family held a silent vigil

near the place where the accident hap-
pened.
vigilantvigilant /vd�lənt/ adj staying very
aware of possible danger � The disease
particularly affects young children, so par-
ents must remain vigilant.
vigilantevigilante /�vd�|l�nti/ noun a person
who is a member of group which tries to
enforce law and order in their area, espe-
cially when the police seem to find it im-
possible to do so
vigorousvigorous /v(ərəs/ adj very energetic or
strong
vigourvigour /v(ə/ noun energy (NOTE: The US
spelling is vigor.)
vilevile /val/ adj extremely unpleasant or bad
vilifyvilify /vl |�fa/ (vilifies, vilifying, vilified)
verb to criticise someone, especially un-
fairly (formal)
villavilla /vlə/ noun a large country or seaside
house, usually in a warm country � He is
staying in a villa on the Mediterranean. �

They are renting a villa in Greece for Au-
gust.
village

� village /vld�/ noun a small group of
houses in the country, like a little town, of-
ten with a church, and usually some shops
� They live in a mountain village. � The vil-
lage shop sells just about everything we
need.
village greenvillage green /vld� (ri
n/ noun a pub-
lic grassy area in the middle of a village
villager

� villager /vld�ə/ noun a person who
lives in a village
villain

� villain /vlən/ noun 1. a wicked char-
acter in a work of art, e.g. a film or novel �
He plays the villain in the pantomime. 2. a
criminal � The villains must be caught.
vindicatevindicate /vndket/ (vindicates, vin-
dicating, vindicated) verb to justify; to
show that someone was right (NOTE: + vin-
dication n)
vindictivevindictive /vn|dktv/ adj wanting to
take revenge; spiteful
vinevine /van/ noun a climbing plant which
produces grapes. � grapevine
vinegarvinegar /vn(ə/ noun a liquid with a
sour taste, usually made from wine, used in
cooking and for pickling
vineyardvineyard /vnjəd/ noun an area planted
with vines for making wine
vintage

� vintage /vntd�/ noun all the wine
made in a particular year � 1995 was a very
good vintage. � adj 1. (of wine) made in a
high-quality year 2. showing the best typi-
cal qualities of someone � The film is vin-
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tage Laurel and Hardy. 3. (of objects) old
but well-preserved and often valuable
vinylvinyl /van(ə)l/ noun a type of strong
plastic sheet which can be made to look
like other materials such as leather or tiles
violaviola /vi |əυlə/ noun 1. a small pansy-like
garden flower 2. a stringed instrument
slightly larger than a violin � She plays the
viola in the city orchestra.
violateviolate /vaəlet/ (violates, violating, vi-
olated) verb 1. to break a rule, to go against
the law � The council has violated the
planning regulations. � The rebels violated
the conditions of the peace treaty. 2. to treat
something or someone without respect � to
violate the sanctity of a church
violation

� violation /�vaə |leʃ(ə)n/ noun the ac-
tion of violating something or someone
violence

� violence /vaələns/ noun action
which is intended to hurt someone � Acts
of violence must be punished.
violent

� violent /vaələnt/ adj 1. very strong �
The discussion led to a violent argument. �
A violent storm blew all night. 2. using
force to hurt people � Her husband was a
very violent man.
violently

� violently /vaələntli/ adv 1. with
physical force, often with the intention of
hurting � This horse threw him violently
onto the ground. � She hurled the bottle vi-
olently across the table. 2. with great feel-
ing � She violently rejected the accusations
made against her. � He reacted violently to
the injection. � The oysters made her vio-
lently sick.
violetviolet /vaələt/ noun a bluish-purple col-
our � Her lips turned violet as she gasped
for breath.
violin

� violin /vaə |ln/ noun a musical instru-
ment with strings that hold under your chin
and play with a bow
VIP

� VIP abbr very important person
viperviper /vapə/ noun a small European poi-
sonous snake
viralviral /varəl/ adj caused by or referring to
a virus
virginvirgin /v#
d�n/ noun a person who has
never had sex � She was a virgin until she
was married.
virginityvirginity /və |d�nti/ noun the fact of be-
ing a virgin
VirgoVirgo /v#
(əυ/ noun one of the signs of
the Zodiac, shaped like a girl, covering the
period 23rd August to 22nd September
virilevirile /vral/ adj with strong male char-
acteristics

virilityvirility /və|rlti/ noun manliness; the fact
of being virile
virtual

� virtual /v#
tʃuəl/ adj almost � The
company has a virtual monopoly of French
wine imports. � His grandfather has be-
come a virtual recluse.
virtually

� virtually /v#
tʃuəli/ adv almost �
These shirts have been reduced so much
that we’re virtually giving them away. �
It’s virtually impossible to get tickets for
the concert.
virtual realityvirtual reality /�v#
tʃυəl ri|�lti/ noun
the simulation of a real-life scene or real
events on a computer
virtue

� virtue /v#
tʃu
/ noun 1. a particular
goodness of character, a good quality �
Honesty is his principal virtue. 2. a special
thing which gives you an advantage � The
virtue of the train link to France is that you
arrive right in the centre of Paris. � by vir-
tue of something as a result of something
(formal ) � He’s eligible for British citizen-
ship by virtue of his father who was born in
Newcastle.
virtuosovirtuoso /�v#
tʃυ|əυsəυ/ (plural virtuo-
sos or virtuosi) noun a person who is
skilled in an art, especially one who can
play a musical instrument extremely well
virtuousvirtuous /v#
tʃυəs/ adj 1. very good or
honest � She was a virtuous old lady who
never said a bad word against her neigh-
bours. 2. feeling satisfied because you
think that you have done something good �
There is nothing virtuous about going to
the office on Saturday morning – we do it
as a matter of course. � She said she felt
virtuous doing her exercises first thing in
the morning. � I won’t have any pudding –
I’ll be virtuous.
virulentvirulent /vrυlənt/ adj 1. (of a form of a
disease or an organism) strongly active �

The new flu virus is said to be particularly
virulent. � He contracted a virulent form of
the disease. 2. very harsh � The newspaper
carried a virulent attack on the Foreign
Minister.
virus

� virus /varəs/ noun 1. a very small liv-
ing thing that causes disease by living in
the bodies of people or animals � Scientists
have isolated a new flu virus. � Shingles is
caused by the same virus as chickenpox. 2.
a part of a computer program which is de-
signed to destroy files on someone else’s
computer � You must check the program
for viruses.
visavisa /vi
zə/ noun a special stamp on a
passport allowing you to enter a country
vis-à-visvis-à-vis /�vi
z ə vi
/ prep in relation to
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viscousviscous /vskəs/ adj thick and slow-
moving
visibilityvisibility /�vz |blti/ noun an ability to
see clearly
visible

� visible /vzb(ə)l/ adj which can be
seen
visiblyvisibly /vzbli/ adv in a way which eve-
ryone can see
vision

� vision /v�(ə)n/ noun 1. eyesight,
your ability to see � After the age of 50, the
vision of many people begins to fail. 2. a
thing which you imagine  � He had visions
of himself stuck in London with no pass-
port and no money. � She had visions of
him being arrested for drug smuggling.
visionaryvisionary /v�(ə)n(ə)ri/ adj idealistic,
with original ideas � His visionary designs
influenced a whole generation.
visit

� visit /vzt/ noun a short stay with
someone or in a town or a country
[~to/~from] � We will be making a short vis-
it to London next week. � They had a visit
from the police. � verb (visits, visiting, vis-
ited) to stay a short time with someone or
in a town or country � I am on my way to
visit my sister in hospital. � They are away
visiting friends in the north of the country.
� The group of tourists are going to visit
the glass factory. � He spent a week in
Scotland, visiting museums in Edinburgh
and Glasgow.
visitationvisitation /�vz |teʃ(ə)n/ noun an in-
stance of someone believing that he or she
has seen a spirit
visitor

� visitor /vztə/ noun a person who
comes to visit [~to] � The number of visi-
tors to the museum has risen sharply. � We
had a surprise visitor yesterday – the bank
manager!
visorvisor /vazə/, vizor noun a part of a hel-
met, which is hinged and can drop down to
cover and protect the eyes � He lifted his
visor to talk to the policeman.
vistavista /vstə/ noun a wide view
visual

� visual /v�υəl/ adj referring to seeing
visual aidvisual aid /v�υəl ed/ noun something,
e.g. a picture or a chart, that you use to ex-
plain something to people
vital

� vital /vat(ə)l/ adj extremely important
� It is vital that we act quickly. � Oxygen is
vital to human life.
vitalityvitality /va |t�lti/ noun great energy
vitallyvitally /vat(ə)li/ adv in a very important
way
vitaminvitamin /vtəmn/ noun an essential sub-
stance which is found in food and is needed
for growth and health

vivacious

vivacious /v |veʃəs/ adj full of life or
excitement
vivid

vivid /vvd/ adj 1. very bright � vivid
yellow sunflowers � the vivid colours of the
Mediterranean beach 2. representing real
events clearly � She has a vivid imagina-
tion. � The play is a vivid portrayal of
country life. � I had a really vivid dream
last night. � She gave a vivid account of
her experiences at the hands of the kidnap-
pers.
vivisection

vivisection /�vv |sekʃən/ noun the
practice of operating on live animals for
the purpose of scientific research
vixen

vixen /vksən/ noun a female fox
V-neckV-neck /vi
 nek/ noun a piece of cloth-
ing, e.g. a dress, or a pullover, with a neck
shaped like a V
vocabvocab /vəυk�b/ noun vocabulary
(informal)
vocabularyvocabulary /vəυ |k�bjυləri/ noun 1. all
the words used by a person or group of per-
sons � specialist legal vocabulary � She
reads French newspapers to improve her
French vocabulary. 2. a printed list of
words � There is a German-English vocab-
ulary at the back of the book.
vocalvocal /vəυk(ə)l/ adj 1. referring to the
voice � Singers need to do vocal exercises
daily. 2. protesting loudly � The protesters
were very vocal at the demonstration.
vocal cords

vocal cords /vəυk(ə)l kɔ
dz/ plural
noun folds in the larynx which are brought
together to make sounds when air passes
between them
vocalist

vocalist /vəυkəlst/ noun a singer, espe-
cially in a pop group
vocationvocation /vəυ |keʃ(ə)n/ noun work
which you feel you have been called to do
or for which you have a special talent
vocational

vocational /vəυ |keʃ(ə)n(ə)l/ adj refer-
ring to a vocation
vociferousvociferous /vəυ |sfərəs/ adj shouting
loudly
vodkavodka /vɒdkə/ noun a strong, colourless
alcohol made from grain or potatoes, orig-
inally in Russia and Poland � We talked
over a glass of vodka.
vogue

vogue /vəυ(/ noun the fashion � in
vogue fashionable � This year, black is
back in vogue again.
voice

� voice /vɔs/ noun a sound made when
you speak or sing � I didn’t recognise his
voice over the telephone. � The chairman
spoke for a few minutes in a low voice.
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voice-activatedvoice-activated /vɔs �kt |�vetd/ adj
(of a piece of equipment) operated by the
sound of your voice
voice boxvoice box /vɔs bɒks/ noun the larynx,
the upper part of the windpipe, where
sounds are made by the voice
voice mailvoice mail /vɔsmel/ noun a type of tel-
ephone answering system, where messages
can be left for a person
voidvoid /vɔd/ noun emptiness � He tried to
fill the void in his life caused by the death
of his wife. � She stood on the bridge for a
few minutes, looking down into the void.
volatilevolatile /vɒlətal/ adj 1. which can easily
change into gas at normal temperatures (of
a substance) � canisters of highly volatile
liquid petroleum gas 2. changing your
mind or mood frequently � The voters are
very volatile. 3. not stable, likely to move
up or down sharply � a volatile stock mar-
ket
volcanovolcano /vɒl |kenəυ/ noun a mountain
which lava, ash and gas may flow out of
from time to time
volevole /vəυl/ noun a small animal, like a
mouse, but with a shorter tail
volleyvolley /vɒli/ noun 1. a series of shots
fired at the same time � The police fired a
volley into the crowd. � Volleys of gunfire
could be heard in the distance. 2. (in sport)
the act of hitting the ball before it touches
the ground � He managed to return a very
difficult volley.
volleyballvolleyball /vɒlibɔ
l/ noun an Olympic
sport played on a rectangular court be-
tween two teams of six, in which a large in-
flated ball is hit over a high net with the
hands, and the object is to prevent the ball
touching the floor of the court
voltvolt /vəυlt/ noun the standard unit of for
measuring electric force. Abbreviation V
voltagevoltage /vəυltd�/ noun an electric force
expressed in volts
volume

� volume /vɒlju
m/ noun 1. the amount
of sound � She turned down the volume on
the radio. � He drives with the car radio on
at full volume. 2. the capacity, the amount
which is contained inside something �

What is the volume of this barrel? 3. one
book, especially one in a series � Have you
read the third volume of his history of me-
dieval Europe?
voluntary

� voluntary /vɒlənt(ə)ri/ adj 1. done
because you want to do it, and done with-
out being paid � Many retired people do
voluntary work. 2. done willingly, without
being forced � He made a voluntary con-
tribution to the fund.

volunteervolunteer /�vɒlən |tə/ noun a person
who offers to do something without being
paid or being forced to do it � The informa-
tion desk is staffed by volunteers. � verb
(volunteers, volunteering, volunteered)
to offer to do something without being paid
or being forced to do it � Will anyone vol-
unteer for the job of washing up? � He vol-
unteered to collect the entrance tickets.
voluptuousvoluptuous /və |l�ptʃυəs/ adj evoking
sensual pleasure
vomitvomit /vɒmt/ noun partly digested food
which has been brought up into the mouth
from the stomach � There was vomit all
over the bathroom floor. � He choked on
his own vomit. � verb (vomits, vomiting,
vomited) to bring up partly digested food
into your mouth � He vomited last night
and now has a high temperature. � She
vomited her breakfast.
voodoovoodoo /vu
du
/ noun witchcraft prac-
tised in the West Indies
voraciousvoracious /və |reʃəs/ adj very enthusi-
astic � a voracious reader
vote

� vote /vəυt/ noun the act of marking a
paper, holding up your hand, etc., to show
your opinion or who you want to be elected
[~for/in favour of/~against] � There were
only ten votes in favour of the plan. � The
majority of votes were against strike ac-
tion. � How many votes did the other can-
didate get? � verb (votes, voting, voted) to
mark a paper, to hold up your hand, etc., to
show your opinion or who you want to be
elected [~for/in favour of/~against] � We all
voted for the changes. � Even some of his
friends voted against him. � Only forty per
cent of the people were interested enough
to vote. � Most of the strikers voted to go
back to work. � to vote for or against a
proposal to say that you agree or do not
agree with a proposal � Twenty people ac-
tually voted for the proposal to demolish
the old church.
votervoter /vəυtə/ noun a person who votes or
who has the right to vote
vouch

vouch verb
vouch for phrasal verb to guarantee that
something is true or that someone will
behave well

voucher

� voucher /vaυtʃə/ noun a paper which
is given instead of money
vowvow /vaυ/ noun a solemn promise � He
made a vow to go on a pilgrimage to Jeru-
salem. � She vowed to have her revenge but
she died before she could keep her vow. �
verb (vows, vowing, vowed) to make a sol-
emn promise to do something � She vowed
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that she would never let it happen again. �
He vowed to pay the money back.
vowelvowel /vaυəl/ noun one of the five letters,
a, e, i, o and u, which represent sounds
made without using the teeth, tongue or
lips (NOTE: The letters representing sounds
which are not vowels are consonants. Note
also that in some languages ‘y’ is a vowel.)
voyagevoyage /vɔd�/ noun a long journey, es-
pecially by ship or spacecraft
vs

� vs abbr versus
vulgarvulgar /v�l(ə/ adj 1. rude or indecent �

Don’t use that sort of vulgar language in

front of the children. � He made a vulgar
gesture at the police officer. 2. not in good
taste � His pink Rolls Royce is particularly
vulgar.
vulnerable

� vulnerable /v�ln(ə)rəb(ə)l/ adj who
or which can easily be hurt
vulture

vulture /v�ltʃə/ noun a large bird that
mainly eats dead animals � Vultures live by
scavenging on the bodies of animals which
have died. � Scavengers like vultures wait
in the trees near where the lions are hunt-
ing.
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ww /d�b(ə)lju
/, W noun the twenty-third
letter of the alphabet, between V and X
WW abbr 1. west 2. western
wackywacky /w�ki/ (wackier, wackiest) adj
crazy or silly (informal)
wadwad /wɒd/ noun 1. a thick piece of soft
material � The nurse put a sterile wad on
the sore. 2. a thick pile of banknotes or pa-
pers � He had a wad of banknotes in his
hand. � The hole was blocked with a wad
of old papers.
waddlewaddle /wɒd(ə)l/ (waddles, waddling,
waddled) verb to walk swaying from side
to side like a duck
wadewade /wed/ (wades, wading, waded)
verb to walk through water � They waded
into the sea.
waferwafer /wefə/ noun a thin biscuit
wafflewaffle /wɒf(ə)l/ noun 1. a type of crisp
pancake cooked in an iron mould and eaten
with syrup � We bought waffles at the stall
in the fairground. � Waffles are very popu-
lar in Belgium. 2. unnecessary or muddled
speaking or writing (informal) � You don’t
need to read the article, it is just waffle. �
Don’t tell me you listened to all his waffle!
� verb (waffles, waffling, waffled) to talk
too much without saying anything clearly
(informal) � What are you waffling on
about? � If someone mentions the word
‘ecology’, our lecturer will waffle on for 20
minutes.
waftwaft /wɑ
ft/ (wafts, wafting, wafted) verb
to carry something gently through the air �
The delicious smell of strawberry jam
wafted through the window to where I was
sitting.
wagwag /w�(/ (wags, wagging, wagged)
verb to move something from side to side
or up and down � The dog ran up to him,
wagging its tail. � The grandmother
wagged her finger at the little boy who was
picking the flowers.
wagewage /wed�/, wages noun money paid,
usually in cash each week, to a worker for
work done � The company pays quite good

wages. � She is earning a good wage or
good wages in the pizza restaurant.
wagerwager /wed�ə/ noun money which you
promise to pay if something you expect to
happen does not take place � She made a
wager that the government would lose the
election. (NOTE: + wager v)
wagglewaggle /w�((ə)l/ (waggles, waggling,
waggled) verb to move from side to side
quickly
wagonwagon /w�(ən/, waggon noun a rail-
way truck used for carrying heavy loads �
The container wagons are leaving the
freight terminal.
waifwaif /wef/ noun a person, especially a
child, who is thin and does not look healthy
wailwail /wel/ (wails, wailing, wailed) verb to
make a high-pitched mournful cry � At the
news, she just sat down and wailed. (NOTE:
+ wail n)
waist

� waist /west/ noun 1. the narrow part
of the body between the bottom of the
chest and the hips � She measures 32 inch-
es round the waist or has a 32-inch waist.
2. the part of a piece of clothing, e.g. a
skirt, trousers or dress, that goes round the
middle of your body � The waist of these
trousers is too small for me. (NOTE: Do not
confuse with waste.)
waistbandwaistband /wes(t)|�b�nd/ noun a band
of fabric on a piece of clothing, e.g. a skirt,
trousers or dress, that goes round the mid-
dle of your body
waistcoat

� waistcoat /westkəυt/ noun a short
coat with buttons and without any sleeves,
which is worn over a shirt and under a jack-
et
waistlinewaistline /westlan/ noun a measure-
ment around your waist, showing how fat
you are
wait

� wait /wet/ (waits, waiting, waited)
verb to stay where you are, and not do any-
thing until something happens or someone
comes [~for/~until] � Don’t wait for me, I’ll
be late. � Wait here until the ambulance ar-
rives. � They had been waiting for half an
hour in the rain before the bus finally ar-
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rived. � Wait a minute, my shoelace is un-
done. � We gave our order half an hour
ago, but are still waiting. � can’t wait to do
something very eager to do something � I
can’t wait to see what happens.

wait up� phrasal verb not to go to bed
because you are waiting for someone

waiterwaiter /wetə/ noun a man who brings
food and drink to customers in a restaurant
waiting list

� waiting list /wetŋ lst/ noun a list
of people waiting for a service or medical
treatment
waiting room

� waiting room /wetŋ ru
m/ noun a
room where you wait, e.g. at a doctor’s,
dentist’s or railway station
waitresswaitress /wetrəs/ noun a woman who
brings food and drink to customers in a res-
taurant. � waiter
waivewaive /wev/ (waives, waiving, waived)
verb to give up a right or a claim (NOTE: Do
not confuse with wave.)
waiverwaiver /wevə/ noun a document show-
ing that someone is willing to give up a
right or claim (NOTE: Do not confuse with
waver.)
wake

� wake /wek/ (wakes, waking, woke,
woken) verb 1. to stop someone’s sleep �
The telephone woke her or she was woken
by the telephone. � I banged on her door,
but I can’t wake her. � He asked to be wok-
en at 7.00. 2. to stop sleeping � He woke
suddenly, feeling drops of water falling on
his head.

wake up� phrasal verb 1. to stop some-
one’s sleep � He was woken up by the
sound of the dog barking. 2. to stop sleep-
ing � She woke up in the middle of the
night, thinking she had heard a noise. �
Come on, wake up! It’s past ten o’clock.
� He woke up to find water coming
through the roof of the tent. � to wake up
to something to realise something �

When is he going to wake up to the fact
that he is never going to be promoted?

wakenwaken /wekən/ (wakens, wakening,
wakened) verb to make someone wake up
wake-up callwake-up call /wek �p �kɔ
l/ noun a
phone call from the hotel switchboard to
wake a guest up
wakingwaking /wekŋ/ adj awake, not asleep
WalesWales /welz/ noun a country to the west
of England, forming part of the United
Kingdom � There are some high moun-
tains in North Wales. � Welsh (NOTE: capi-
tal: Cardiff; people: the Welsh; languages:
Welsh, English)
walk

� walk /wɔ
k/ verb (walks, walking,
walked) 1. to go on foot � The baby is ten

months old, and is just starting to walk. �

She was walking along the high street on
her way to the bank. � We walked slowly
across the bridge. � The visitors walked
round the factory. � to walk someone
home to go with someone who is walking
home � It was getting late, so I walked her
home. 2. to take an animal for a walk �

He’s gone to walk the dog in the fields. �
She walks her dog every morning. � noun
1. a usually pleasant journey on foot � Let’s
all go for a walk in the park. 2. a distance
which you cover on foot � It’s only a short
walk to the beach. � It’s only five minutes’
walk from the office to the bank or the bank
is only a five minutes’ walk from the office.

walk into phrasal verb to enter on foot
walk off� phrasal verb to go away on
foot � She walked off and left him holding
the shopping. � The builders walked off
the site because they said it was too dan-
gerous.
walk off with� phrasal verb 1. to win �
She walked off with first prize. 2. to steal
� The burglar walked off with all my sil-
ver cups.
walk out� phrasal verb 1. to go out on
foot � She walked out of the house and
down the street. 2. to go out angrily � He
walked out of the restaurant, saying that
the service was too slow. 3. (of workers)
to go on strike, to stop working and leave
your office or factory � The office staff
walked out in protest. � to walk out on
someone to leave someone suddenly �
She walked out on her husband and went
to live with her mother. � Our sales man-
ager walked out on us just as we were
starting our autumn sales campaign.

walker

� walker /wɔ
kə/ noun a person who
goes walking for pleasure and exercise
walkie-talkiewalkie-talkie /�wɔ
ki tɔ
ki/ noun a
portable two-way radio
walking

� walking /wɔ
kŋ/ noun going on foot
as a relaxation, e.g. along paths or up
mountains
walking framewalking frame /wɔ
kŋ frem/ noun a
metal frame used by someone who has dif-
ficulty walking, to help him or her move
about
walking stickwalking stick /wɔ
kŋ stk/ noun a
strong wooden or metal stick with a handle
used as a support when walking
WalkmanWalkman /wɔ
kmən/ trademark for a
small portable cassette player which you
can carry around with you and which has
headphones for you to listen to music with
� The chap next to me in the Underground
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had his Walkman on full blast. � He likes to
listen to rock music on his Walkman.
walkoutwalkout /wɔ
kaυt/ noun a strike by
workers
walkoverwalkover /wɔ
kəυvə/ noun an easy vic-
tory (informal)
walkwaywalkway /wɔ
kwe/ noun an outdoor
path where you can walk between build-
ings, usually raised above ground level
wall

� wall /wɔ
l/ noun a structure made from
things such as bricks or stones, built up to
make one of the sides of a building, of a
room or to surround a space � The walls of
the restaurant are decorated with pictures
of film stars. � There’s a clock on the wall
behind my desk. � He got into the house by
climbing over the garden wall.

wall up phrasal verb to block something
such as a door or an entrance with a wall

wallabywallaby /wɒləbi/ noun an Australian an-
imal like a small kangaroo
walletwallet /wɒlt/ noun a small flat leather
case for carrying things such as credit
cards and banknotes in your pocket
wallopwallop /wɒləp/ (wallops, walloping,
walloped) verb to hit someone or some-
thing very hard
wallowwallow /wɒləυ/ (wallows, wallowing,
wallowed) verb 1. (of animals) to roll
around in mud � When I hear of animals
wallowing in mud, I immediately think of
hippos. 2. (of a person) to take a lot of
pleasure in doing something � He positive-
ly wallows in gossip about media people. �
It’s time she stopped wallowing in self-pity.
wallpaperwallpaper /wɔ
lpepə/ noun paper with
different patterns on it, covering the walls
of a room � The wallpaper was light green
to match the carpet.
Wall Street

� Wall Street /wɔ
l stri
t/ noun a street
in New York where the Stock Exchange is,
the American finance centre in New York �
He walked along Wall Street, looking for
the company’s offices.
wallywally /wɒli/ noun an offensive word that
deliberately insults somebody’s intelli-
gence
walruswalrus /wɔ
lrəs/ noun an animal which
looks like a large seal, with two long tusks
pointing downwards
waltzwaltz /wɔ
ls/ noun (plural waltzes) 1. a
slow dance in which a man and woman
turn around together as they move forward
� The next dance is a waltz, so I’ll ask her
to dance. 2. music suitable for such a dance
� Listen, the orchestra is playing a waltz. �
The ‘Blue Danube’ is one of Strauss’ most
famous waltzes. � verb (waltzes, waltzing,

waltzed) 1. to dance a waltz 2. to do some-
thing in a relaxed way that shows you are
not worrying or not trying hard � She
waltzed into the bank and said she wanted
to withdraw $200,000 in cash. � He
waltzed off with first prize.
wander

� wander /wɒndə/ (wanders, wander-
ing, wandered) verb to walk somewhere
without any specific destination � They
wandered round the town in the rain.
wander off/awaywander off/away verb to walk away
from where you should be � Two of the
party wandered off into the market.
wanewane /wen/ (wanes, waning, waned)
verb to appear smaller; to become less ef-
fective � His influence over his family is
waning. � He takes vitamin tablets to boost
his waning energy.
wanglewangle /w�ŋ(əl/ (wangles, wangling,
wangled) verb to get something by a trick
(informal)
wannawanna /wɒnə/ contr want to (informal)
wannabewannabe /wɒnəbi/ noun a person who
would like to be something or someone
different (informal)
want

� want /wɒnt/ (wants, wanting, wanted)
verb 1. to hope that you will do something,
that something will happen, or that you
will get something � She wants a new car
for her birthday. � Where do you want to
go for your holidays? � He wants to be a
teacher. 2. to ask someone to do something
� The manager wants me to go and see
him. � I want those windows painted. 3. to
need something � With five children, what
they want is a bigger house. � You want to
take some rest.
wantedwanted /wɒntd/ adj searched for by the
police, usually because of a crime
wantingwanting /wɒntŋ/ adj lacking a neces-
sary feature or quality
wantonwanton /wɒntən/ adj in a way which is
uncontrolled or without reason
war

� war /wɔ
/ noun a period of fighting be-
tween countries [~with/~between] � the nu-
merous wars between the English and the
Scots � In 1914 Britain was at war with
Germany or Britain and Germany were at
war. � Millions of soldiers and civilians
were killed during the war.
war crimewar crime /wɔ
 kram/ noun a crime
committed during a war which is against
international agreements on the rules of
war
ward

� ward /wɔ
d/ noun a room or set of
rooms in a hospital, with beds for patients
� The children’s ward is at the end of the
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corridor. � She was taken into the accident
and emergency ward.
warderwarder /wɔ
də/, wardress noun a prison
officer, a person who guards prisoners (old)
wardrobewardrobe /wɔ
drəυb/ noun a tall cup-
board in which you hang your clothes � He
moved the wardrobe from the landing into
the bedroom.
warehousewarehouse /weəhaυs/ noun a large
building where goods are stored � Our
goods are dispatched from the central
warehouse to shops all over the country.
warfarewarfare /wɔ
feə/ noun fighting a war,
especially the method of fighting
war gamewar game /wɔ
 (em/ noun a military
exercise
warheadwarhead /wɔ
hed/ noun the top end of a
missile which explodes when it hits some-
thing
warlordwarlord /wɔ
lɔ
d/ noun a military leader
who rules part of a country
warm

� warm /wɔ
m/ adj 1. fairly hot � The
temperature is below freezing outside but
it’s nice and warm in the office. � The chil-
dren tried to keep warm by playing foot-
ball. � Are you warm enough, or do you
want another blanket? � This coat is not
very warm. � The winter sun can be quite
warm in February. 2. pleasant and friendly
� We had a warm welcome from our
friends. � She has a really warm personal-
ity. � verb (warms, warming, warmed) to
make something hotter � Come and warm
your hands by the fire. � I’ll warm some
soup. � The greenhouse effect has the re-
sult of warming the general temperature of
the earth’s atmosphere.

warm up� phrasal verb 1. to make hotter
� A cup of coffee will soon warm you up.
� I’ll just warm up some soup for supper.
2. to practise or exercise � The orchestra
is just warming up before the concert.

war memorialwar memorial /wɔ
 m |�mɔ
riəl/ noun a
structure built to remember soldiers who
died in a war
warm-heartedwarm-hearted /�wɔ
m hɑ
td/ adj
friendly and kind
warmthwarmth /wɔ
mθ/ noun the fact of being
warm or feeling warm � It was cold and
rainy outside, and he looked forward to the
warmth of his home.
warn

� warn /wɔ
n/ (warns, warning,
warned) verb 1. to inform someone of a
possible danger [~that/~against/~of] � The
guide warned us that there might be snakes
in the grass. � Children are warned of the
dangers of playing on the frozen lake. �
The group was warned to look out for pick-

pockets. 2. to inform someone that some-
thing is likely to happen [~that/~of] � The
railway has warned that there will be a
strike tomorrow. � The weather forecast
warned of storms in the English Channel.
(NOTE: You warn someone of something, or
warn someone that something may hap-
pen.)

warn off phrasal verb � to warn someone
off something to advise someone not to
do something � Two men came to see him
and warned him off going to the police. �
They hope that this tragedy will warn
other adolescents off drugs.

warning

� warning /wɔ
nŋ/ noun news about a
possible danger [~to/~against] � He shout-
ed a warning to the children. � The govern-
ment has issued a warning against travel-
ling in some areas of the country. � Each
packet of cigarettes has a government
health warning printed on it. � adj which
informs about a danger � Red warning
flags are raised if the sea is dangerous. �
Warning notices were put up round the
building site.
warpwarp /wɔ
p/ (warps, warping, warped)
verb 1. to twist out of shape � Cycling
across potholes can warp your front wheel.
� If you leave the planks out in the rain they
will warp. 2. to have a bad effect on some-
one’s mind or character � The beatings he
had from his father seem to have warped
his mind.
warpedwarped /wɔ
pt/ adj strange and twisted
warrantwarrant /wɒrənt/ noun an official docu-
ment from a court giving someone permis-
sion to do something � The magistrate is-
sued a warrant for her arrest.
warrantywarranty /wɒrənti/ (plural warranties)
noun a legal document which promises that
goods you buy will work properly or that
an object is of good quality
warrenwarren /wɒrən/ noun same as rabbit
warren
warringwarring /wɔ
rŋ/ adj at war
warriorwarrior /wɒriə/ noun a person who
fights in battle
warshipwarship /wɔ
ʃp/ noun an armed ship
which is used for fighting, not for carrying
passengers or goods
wartwart /wɔ
t/ noun a small hard lump on the
skin, which is not harmful
wartimewartime /wɔ
tam/ noun a time of war
war-tornwar-torn /wɔ
 tɔ
n/ adj (of a country or
area) very badly affected by war
warywary /weəri/ (warier, wariest) adj aware
of a possible problem with someone or
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something � I am very wary of any of his
ideas for making money.
was

� was /wəz, wɒz/ past tense of be
wash

� wash /wɒʃ/ verb (washes, washing,
washed) to clean something using water �
Cooks should always wash their hands be-
fore touching food! � I must wash the car
before we go to the wedding. � The moment
I had washed the windows it started to
rain. � His football shirt needs washing. �

linen � noun the action of cleaning, using
water � The car needs a wash. � He’s in the
bathroom, having a quick wash.

wash down� phrasal verb 1. to wash
with a large amount of water � They
washed down the van with buckets of wa-
ter. � The sailors were washing down the
deck. 2. to have a drink with food � He
had a pizza washed down by a glass of
beer.
wash up� phrasal verb 1. to clean ob-
jects such as dirty cups, plates, knives
and forks with water � It took us hours to
wash up after the party. � My brother’s
washing up, while I’m sitting watching
the TV. 2. (of the sea) to bring something
up onto the beach � It’s interesting to
walk along the shore to see what has
been washed up onto the beach during
the night. 3. US to wash your face and
hands � He went into the bathroom to
wash up.

washablewashable /wɒʃəb(ə)l/ adj (of clothing)
which can be washed in water, as opposed
to being dry-cleaned
washbasin

� washbasin /wɒʃbes(ə)n/ noun a
container for holding water for washing the
hands and face, which has taps and is usu-
ally attached to the wall of a bathroom
washed-upwashed-up /wɒʃd �p/ adj having failed
and not likely to be successful again
washer

washer /wɒʃə/ noun 1. a rubber ring in-
side a pipe which prevents liquid escaping
from a joint � The tap is leaking, and I
think the washer needs replacing. 2. a met-
al ring under a nut or bolt � Put a washer
on the bolt to make it screw tight.
washing

� washing /wɒʃŋ/ noun clothes which
have been washed, or which are ready to be
washed � Put the washing in the washing
machine. � She hung out the washing to
dry. � to do the washing to wash dirty
clothes � I’m not doing the washing today.
washing linewashing line /wɒʃŋ lan/ noun a long
piece of rope fixed between two poles or
hooks and used for hanging washing on to
dry

washing machine

� washing machine /wɒʃŋ mə |�ʃi
n/
noun a machine for washing clothes (NOTE:
A machine for washing plates and cutlery is
a dishwasher.)
washing powderwashing powder /wɒʃŋ paυdə/,
soap powder /səυp �paυdə/ noun soap in
powder form, used in washing machines or
dishwashers
washing up

� washing up /�wɒʃŋ �p/ noun 1. the
activity of washing all the objects which
have been used in preparing and eating a
meal � Can someone help with the washing
up? � It took us hours to do the washing up
after the party. � Use this little brush for
the washing up. 2. things such as dirty
dishes and glasses waiting to be cleaned �

There is a pile of washing up waiting to be
put into the dishwasher.
washing-up liquidwashing-up liquid /�wɒʃŋ �p
lkwd/ noun a liquid detergent used for
washing dirty dishes
washoutwashout /wɒʃaυt/ noun 1. a failure be-
cause of rain � The village fete was a com-
plete washout. 2. a failure � No one turned
up for the memorial service – it was a
washout.
wasn’t

� wasn’t /wɒznt/ � be
wasp

� wasp /wɒsp/ noun an insect which has
black and yellow bands of colour round its
body and which can sting
wastagewastage /westd�/ noun 1. the act of
wasting � There is an enormous wastage of
natural resources. 2. an amount lost by be-
ing wasted � Allow 10% extra material for
wastage.
waste

� waste /west/ noun 1. an unnecessary
use of time or money � It is a waste of time
asking the boss for a rise. � That computer
is a waste of money – there are plenty of
cheaper models. 2. rubbish, things which
are no use and are thrown away � Put all
your waste in the rubbish bin. � verb
(wastes, wasting, wasted) to use more of
something than you need � Don’t waste
time putting your shoes on – jump out of
the window now. � We turned off all the
heating so as not to waste energy. � adj
useless and ready to be thrown away �
Keep all your waste paper and recycle it. �
Waste products need to be disposed of
carefully.
waste binwaste bin /west bn/ noun a container
for putting rubbish in
wastedwasted /westd/ adj 1. useless 2. (of a
person’s body) extremely thin and weak 3.
under the influence of drink or drugs
(informal)
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wastefulwasteful /westf(ə)l/ adj which wastes a
lot
wastelandwasteland /westl�nd/ noun land
which is not used for anything
wastepaper basket

� wastepaper basket /wes(t)|pepə
�bɑ
skt/ noun a small box or basket where
useless papers can be put
watch

� watch /wɒtʃ/ verb (watches, watch-
ing, watched) 1. to look at and notice
something [~how/who/what etc] � Watch
how the mother elephant feeds her ba-
bies.Did you watch the news on TV last
night? � I love watching football. � Every-
one was watching the children dancing. 2.
to look at something carefully to make sure
that nothing happens [~(that)] � Watch the
potatoes don’t burn. � Can you watch the
baby while I’m at the hairdresser’s? �
noun 1. an object like a little clock which
you wear on your wrist � She looked at her
watch impatiently. � What time is it? – my
watch has stopped. 2. the activity of watch-
ing something carefully � Visitors should
be on the watch for pickpockets. � Keep a
watch on the potatoes to make sure they
don’t burn. (NOTE: no plural)

watch out� phrasal verb to be careful �
Watch out! there’s a car coming!

watchdogwatchdog /wɒtʃdɒ(/ noun 1. a dog
used to guard a house or other buildings �

Alsatians are often used as watchdogs. 2. a
person or committee that examines things
such as public spending or public morals �
The report of the watchdog committee on
water pricing.
watchfulwatchful /wɒtʃf(ə)l/ adj very careful
watchmanwatchman /wɒtʃmən/ (plural watch-
men) noun a person who guards a building,
usually when it is empty
watchwordwatchword /wɒtʃ|�w#
d/ noun a word
or phrase which shows someone’s attitude
towards life in general or towards a partic-
ular subject or situation
water

� water /wɔ
tə/ noun the liquid which
falls as rain and forms rivers, lakes and
seas. It makes up a large part of the bodies
of living creatures, and is used for drinking
and in cooking; also in industrial process-
es. � Can we have three glasses of water
please? � Cook the vegetables in boiling
water. � Is the tap water safe to drink? �

The water temperature is 60°. (NOTE: no
plural: some water; a drop of water) � verb
(waters, watering, watered) to pour water
on the soil round a plant to make it grow �
Because it is hot we need to water the gar-
den every day. � She was watering her pots
of flowers.

watercolourwatercolour /wɔ
tək�lə/ noun 1. paint
which is mixed with water and used by art-
ists � He prefers using watercolours to oils.
2. a picture painted using watercolours �
There is an exhibition of Turner’s water-
colours in the Tate Gallery. � She bought a
watercolour of the village church. (NOTE:
[all senses] The US spelling is watercolor.)
water coolerwater cooler /�wɔ
tə ku
lə/ noun a ma-
chine which people can get cold drinking-
water from, used in places such as offices
watercresswatercress /wɔ
təkres/ noun a low
spreading plant grown in water streams
and eaten in salads and soup
waterfall

� waterfall /wɔ
təfɔ
l/ noun a place
where a stream falls down a steep drop
waterfrontwaterfront /wɔ
təfr�nt/ noun a bank of
a river or shore of the sea and the buildings
along it
waterholewaterhole /wɔ
təhəυl/ noun a small
pool in the desert or other dry area, where
animals come to drink
waterloggedwaterlogged /wɔ
təlɒ(d/ adj water-
logged ground is full of water, so the sur-
face stays wet for a long time � After so
much rain, the waterlogged golf course
had to be closed. � Most plants cannot
grow in waterlogged soil.
watermarkwatermark /wɔ
təmɑ
k/ noun 1. a hid-
den mark in paper, usually put there to
prove that the paper is legal or official � If
you hold a banknote up to the light you will
see the watermark. 2. a line showing the
level water has reached � On the wall by
the river you can see various watermarks
showing the level of floods in different
years.
watermelonwatermelon /wɔ
təmelən/ noun a very
large type of melon with red flesh, large
black seeds and dark green skin
water polowater polo /wɔ
tə �pəυləυ/ noun a ball
game played in water by two teams, each
trying to throw a ball into a goal
waterproofwaterproof /wɔ
təpru
f/ adj not letting
water go through � waterproof clothing �
These boots aren’t waterproof – my socks
are soaking wet.
watershedwatershed /wɔ
təʃed/ noun a point
where an important permanent change
takes place
waterskiingwaterskiing /wɔ
təski
ŋ/ noun the
sport of moving over the surface of a lake
or river on large skis, pulled by a fast boat
water tablewater table /wɔ
tə �teb(ə)l/ noun a
natural level of water below the ground
watertightwatertight /wɔ
tətat/ adj 1. made so
that water cannot get in or out � The food
has to be kept in watertight containers. � Is
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the seal round the radiator watertight? 2.
which cannot be shown to be false � She
has a watertight alibi for the time when the
crime was committed.
waterwaywaterway /wɔ
təwe/ noun a canal or
deep river along which boats can easily
travel
waterywatery /wɔ
t(ə)ri/ adj like water, which
has a lot of water in it
wattwatt /wɒt/ noun the standard unit of elec-
trical power
wave

� wave /wev/ noun 1. a raised mass of
water on the surface of the sea, a lake or a
river � Waves were breaking on the rocks.
� Watch out for big waves on the beach. �
The sea was calm, with hardly any waves.
� Mexican wave 2. an up and down move-
ment of your hand 3. a regular curve on the
surface of hair � His hair has a natural
wave. 4. a sudden increase in something �
A wave of anger surged through the crowd.
� verb (waves, waving, waved) 1. to move
up and down in the wind � The flags were
waving outside the town hall. 2. to make an
up and down movement of the hand, [~to] �
The star waved to fans as he boarded the
plane to New York. � The children waved
until the car was out of sight. � They waved
goodbye as the boat left the harbour. � to
wave to someone to signal to someone by
moving your hand up and down � When I
saw him I waved to him to cross the road.
wavebandwaveband /wevb�nd/ noun a group of
radio waves which are close together
wavelengthwavelength /wevleŋθ/ noun the dis-
tance between similar points on radio
waves � They used a short wavelength for
transmitting messages.
waverwaver /wevə/ (wavers, wavering, wa-
vered) verb to be unable to decide what to
do (NOTE: Do not confuse with waiver.)
wavywavy /wevi/ (wavier, waviest) adj 1. ((of
hair)) slightly curly 2. curving up and down
� He drew a wavy line across the bottom of
the page.
waxwax /w�ks/ noun a solid substance made
from fat or oil, used for making things such
as candles and polish � She brought a tin of
wax polish and started to polish the furni-
ture.
way

� way /we/ noun 1. the direction in
which something can be found or in which
someone or something is going [~to] � Do
you know the way to the post office? � The
bus is going the wrong way for the station.
� She showed us the way to the railway sta-
tion. � They lost their way and had to ask
for directions. � I’ll lead the way – just fol-

low me. 2. the means of doing something
[~of] � Isn’t there a faster way of digging
the hole? � My mother showed me the way
to make marmalade. � The way she said it
implied it was my fault. 3. the distance be-
tween one place and another � The nearest
bank is quite a long way away. � He’s got
a long way to go before he qualifies as a
doctor. 4. a path or road which goes some-
where � Our neighbours across the way. �

I’ll walk the first part of the way home with
you. 5. a particular direction from here � a
one-way street � Can you tell which way
the wind is blowing? � This way please,
everybody! 6. a space where someone
wants to be or which someone wants to use
� Get out of my way – I’m in a hurry. � It’s
best to keep out of the way of the police for
a moment. � I wanted to take a short cut,
but there was a lorry in the way. � to get
your own way to do what you want to do,
even if other people don’t want you to do it
(informal) � She always seems to get her
own way. � to make your way to go to a
place with some difficulty � Can you make
your way to passport control? � He made
his way to the tourist information office.
way in

� way in /�we n/ noun an entrance
waylaywaylay /we|le/ (waylays, waylaying,
waylaid) verb 1. to stop and attack some-
one � The gang waylaid the cashier as she
was walking back to the office. 2. to stop
someone to talk to them � I was waylaid by
an old friend on my way to the Post Office.
way out

� way out /�we aυt/ noun an exit � This
is the way out of the car park. � He
couldn’t find the way out in the dark.
way-outway-out /�we aυt/ adj strange, exciting
(dated informal) � They played some really
way-out music.
waysidewayside noun � fall by the wayside to
fail or to stop before something is complet-
ed
way up

� way up /�we �p/ noun a way in which
something stands
waywardwayward /wewəd/ adj tending to do
what he or she wants rather than what is ex-
pected
WCWC noun same as toilet (NOTE: mainly used
on signs)
we

� we /wi
/ pron used by someone speak-
ing or writing to refer to himself or herself
and others � He said we could go into the
exhibition. � We were not allowed into the
restaurant in jeans. � We had a wonderful
holiday – we all enjoyed ourselves enor-
mously. (NOTE: When it is the object we be-
comes us: We gave it to him; He gave it to
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us. When it follows the verb to be, we usual-
ly becomes us: Who is it? – It’s us!)
weak

� weak /wi
k/ adj 1. not strong � After his
illness he is still very weak. � I don’t like
weak tea. 2. not effective � a weak leader
� a weak argument 3. not having knowl-
edge or skill � She’s weaker at science than
at maths. � French is his weakest subject.
(NOTE: + weakly adv. Do not confuse with
week.)
weakenweaken /wi
kən/ (weakens, weaken-
ing, weakened) verb to make or to become
weak
weaklingweakling /wi
klŋ/ noun a person who
lacks physical strength
weakness

� weakness /wi
knəs/ noun 1. the state
of being weak  � The doctor noticed the
weakness of her pulse. 2. weakness for a
liking for something [~for] (informal) � I
have a weakness for Danish pastries.
wealth

� wealth /welθ/ noun a large amount of
money and property which someone owns
� His wealth was acquired in business.
wealthywealthy /welθi/ (wealthier, wealthiest)
adj (of a person) very rich
weanwean /wi
n/ (weans, weaning, weaned)
verb to make a baby start to eat solid food
after only drinking mother’s milk � At
what age should you start to wean a baby?
� to wean someone off or away from
something to get someone to drop a bad
habit (informal) � We must try to wean him
off the TV for a period.
weapon

� weapon /wepən/ noun an object such
as a gun, sword or bomb, which you fight
other people with � nuclear and biological
weapons � The crowd used sticks and iron
bars as weapons.
weaponryweaponry /wepənri/ noun weapons
wear

� wear /weə/ (wears, wearing, wore,
worn) verb 1. to have something such as
clothes or jewellery on your body � What
dress are you wearing to the party? �
When last seen, he was wearing a blue
raincoat. � She’s wearing her mother’s
earrings. � She wears her hair very short.
2. to damage something or make it thin
through using it � The tread on the car
tyres is worn. � I’ve worn a hole in the heel
of my sock.

wear down phrasal verb 1. to disappear
gradually, or make something disappear
by much use 2. to make someone gradu-
ally lose their confidence or effectiveness
� They wore down the enemy’s resist-
ance.
wear off� phrasal verb to disappear
gradually

wear out� phrasal verb 1. to use some-
thing so much that it becomes broken and
useless � Walking across the USA, he
wore out three pairs of boots. 2. � to
wear yourself out to become very tired
through doing something � She wore her-
self out looking after the old lady.

wear and tearwear and tear /�weər ən teə/ noun the
action of damaging something through use
� fair wear and tear damage through nor-
mal use which is accepted by an insurance
company � The policy covers most forms of
damage but not wear and tear to the ma-
chine.
wearingwearing /weərŋ/ adj tiring
wearyweary /wəri/ adj very tired
weaselweasel /wi
z(ə)l/ noun a small thin furry
wild animal which kills and eats birds and
other small animals � The weasel chased
the rabbit into its burrow.
weather

� weather /weðə/ noun conditions out-
side, e.g. if it is raining, hot, cold or sunny
� What’s the weather going to be like to-
day? � If the weather gets any better, then
we can go out in the boat. � under the
weather miserable or unwell � She’s feel-
ing a bit under the weather.
weatherbeatenweatherbeaten /weðəbi
t(ə)n/ adj 1.
(of a face) made brown by the wind and sun
� The weatherbeaten faces of the old
mountain farmers. 2. worn and marked by
rain, sun and wind � There are a few
weatherbeaten fishermen’s cottages down
by the harbour.
weaveweave /wi
v/ (weaves, weaving, wove,
woven) verb 1. to make cloth by twisting fi-
bres over and under each other � The cloth
is woven from the wool of local sheep. �
The new weaving machines were installed
last week. 2. to make something by a simi-
lar method, but using things such as very
thin pieces of wood or the dried stems of
plants � She learnt how to weave baskets.
web

� web /web/ noun 1. a net spun by spiders
� The garden is full of spiders’ webs in au-
tumn. 2. the web the thousands of websites
and webpages within the Internet, which
users can visit 3. a set of events that cause
problems [~of] � The truth had been hidden
by a web of lies and intrigue.
web browserweb browser /web �braυzə/ noun a
program for showing and using pages on
the World Wide Web
webcamwebcam /webk�m/ noun a video cam-
era recording pictures that are broadcast
live on the Internet
webcastwebcast /webkɑ
st/ noun a broadcast
on the World Wide Web
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webmasterwebmaster /webmɑ
stə/ noun a person
who designs or manages a website
webpage

� webpage /webped�/ noun a single
file of text and graphics, forming part of a
website
websitewebsite /websat/ noun a collection of
pages on the Web which have been pro-
duced by one person or organisation and
are linked together
wedwed /wed/ (weds, wedding, wedded or
wed) verb to marry (formal, used mainly in
newspapers)
we’dwe’d /wi
d/ short form 1. we had 2. we
would
wedding

� wedding /wedŋ/ noun a marriage
ceremony, when two people are officially
made husband and wife � This Saturday
I’m going to John and Mary’s wedding.
wedding anniversarywedding anniversary /wedŋ �n |

�v#
s(ə)ri/ noun a celebration every year of
the date of a wedding
wedding ringwedding ring /wedŋ rŋ/ noun a ring
which is put on the finger during the wed-
ding ceremony
wedgewedge /wed�/ noun a solid piece of
something such as wood, metal or rubber
in the shape of a V � Put a wedge under the
door to hold it open.
Wednesday

� Wednesday /wenzde/ noun the day
between Tuesday and Thursday, the third
day of the week � She came for tea last
Wednesday. � Wednesdays are always busy
days for us. � Can we meet next Wednesday
afternoon? � Wednesday the 24th would be
a good date for a meeting. � The 15th is a
Tuesday, so the 16th must be a Wednesday.
WedsWeds abbreviation Wednesday
weewee /wi
/ (wees, weeing, weed) verb to
urinate (child’s word) � Do you want to wee,
Tommy? (NOTE: also wee-wee)
weedweed /wi
d/ noun a wild plant that you do
not want in a garden or crop
weedyweedy /wi
di/ adj 1. thin and weak � His
opponent was a weedy little man who
looked as though he had never had a fight
before. 2. covered with weeds � We’ve
been away and the garden is so weedy.
week

� week /wi
k/ noun a period of seven
days, usually from Monday to Sunday �
There are 52 weeks in the year. � The firm
gives us two weeks’ holiday at Easter. � It’s
my aunt’s 80th birthday next week. � I go
to the cinema at least once a week. (NOTE:
Do not confuse with weak.)
weekdayweekday /wi
kde/ noun any of the days
from Monday to Friday, when most offices
are open

weekend

� weekend /wi
k|end/ noun Saturday
and Sunday, or the period from Friday
evening to Sunday evening � We’re going
to the coast for the weekend. � Why don’t
you come to spend next weekend with us in
the country? � At weekends, we try to
spend time in the garden.
weekly

� weekly /wi
kli/ adj, adv happening or
published once a week � Are you paid
weekly or monthly? � We have a weekly pa-
per which tells us all the local news. � The
weekly rate for the job is £250. (NOTE: Do
not confuse with weakly.) � noun (plural
weeklies) a magazine published once a
week
weepweep /wi
p/ (weeps, weeping, wept) verb
to produce tears
weigh

� weigh /we/ (weighs, weighing,
weighed) verb 1. to use scales or a weigh-
ing machine to measure how heavy some-
thing is � Can you weigh this parcel for
me? � They weighed his suitcase at the
check-in desk. � I weighed myself this
morning. 2. to have a particular weight �
This piece of meat weighs 100 grams. �

How much do you weigh? � She only
weighs 40 kilos.

weigh down phrasal verb � to be
weighed down with to be bent because
you are carrying something heavy � The
car was weighed down with all our lug-
gage. � The branches of the pear trees
were weighed down with fruit. � to be
weighed down with to be anxious or
worried about something
weigh in phrasal verb 1. (of boxers and
jockeys) to have your weight measured
before a fight or horse race � The boxer
weighed in at 200lbs. 2. to join in an ar-
gument [~with] (informal) � He weighed in
with some forceful comments.
weigh up phrasal verb to form an opinion
of someone or something

weight

� weight /wet/ noun 1. how heavy
something is � What’s the maximum
weight of parcel the post office will accept?
2. how heavy a person is � His weight is
less than it was a year ago. 3. something
which is heavy � If you lift heavy weights
like paving stones, you may hurt your back.
(NOTE: Do not confuse with wait.) � that’s a
weight off my mind! that is something I
need not worry about any longer
weightedweighted /wetd/ adj changed by the
addition of an amount to a total
weightliftingweightlifting /wetlftŋ/ noun the
sport or exercise of lifting heavy weights
(NOTE: + weightlifter n)
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weight trainingweight training /wet trenŋ/ noun
physical training using weights to make
your muscles strong
weightyweighty /weti/ (weightier, weightiest)
adj 1. important or serious � We now face
the weighty problem of trying to expand
into new markets. 2. heavy � She’s tired af-
ter lugging her weighty bag round London.
weirweir /wə/ noun a small structure built
across a river to control the flow of water �
From here, you can see the weir and the
lock.
weird

� weird /wəd/ adj strange in a way that
makes you feel nervous or frightened
(NOTE: weirder – weirdest)
weirdoweirdo /wədəυ/ (plural weirdos) noun a
person regarded as strange (slang)
welcome

� welcome /welkəm/ verb (welcomes,
welcoming, welcomed) 1. to greet some-
one in a friendly way � The staff welcomed
the new assistant to the office. � When we
arrived at the hotel we were welcomed by
a couple of barking guard dogs. 2. to be
pleased to hear news � I warmly welcome
the result of the election. � I would wel-
come any suggestions as to how to stop the
water seeping into the basement. � noun
the action of greeting someone � There
was not much of a welcome from the staff
when we arrived at the hotel. � a warm
welcome a friendly welcome � They gave
me a warm welcome. � to outstay your
welcome to stay longer than your hosts
thought you were going to stay � adj met or
greeted with pleasure � They made me very
welcome. � you’re welcome! a reply to
‘thank you’ � Thanks for carrying the bags
for me – you’re welcome!
weldweld /weld/ (welds, welding, welded)
verb to join two pieces of metal together by
heating them together � The chassis can be
repaired by welding the two pieces togeth-
er.
welfare

� welfare /welfeə/ noun the act or prac-
tice of providing the things which people
need and which help them to be healthy �

The club looks after the welfare of the old
people in the town. � The government has
taken measures to reform the welfare sys-
tem.
welfare statewelfare state /�welfeə stet/ noun a
state which makes sure that all its citizens
have suitable houses, education, public
transport and health services
well

� well /wel/ adv 1. in a way that is satis-
factory � He doesn’t speak Russian very
well. � Our business is small, but it’s doing
well. � Is the new computer working well?

2. very much � He got back from the office
late – well after eight o’clock. � You should
go to the Tower of London – it’s well worth
a visit. � There were well over sixty people
at the meeting. � She’s well over eighty. �
adj (better, best) healthy � She’s looking
well after her holiday! � The secretary’s
not very well today – she’s had to stay off
work. � It took him some weeks to get well
after his flu. � interj used for starting a sen-
tence � Well, I’ll show you round the house
first. � Well now, we’ve done the washing
up so we can sit and watch TV. � noun a
very deep hole dug in the ground with wa-
ter or oil at the bottom � as well also �

When my aunt comes to stay she brings her
two cats and the dog as well. � You can’t
eat fish and chips and a meat pie as well! �
as well as in addition to � Some newsa-
gents sell groceries as well as newspapers.
� She ate a slice of cheesecake as well as
two scoops of ice cream.
we’llwe’ll /wi
l/ contr we will
well-well- /wel/ prefix in a satisfactory way �
well-attended � well-chosen (NOTE: Well- is
used in front of many adjectives, see the fol-
lowing words. Note also the comparative in
these compounds: well-advised – better
advised; well-off – better off.)
well-behavedwell-behaved /�wel b|hevd/ adj hav-
ing good behaviour
well-beingwell-being /wel bi
ŋ/ noun a feeling of
being healthy and happy
well-brought-upwell-brought-up /�wel brɔ
t|�p/ adj
polite because of having been shown the
correct way to behave when young
well-builtwell-built /�wel blt/ adj strong and solid
well done

� well done /wel d�n/ interj used for
praising someone for their success � Well
done, the England team! � Well done to all
of you who passed the exam! � adj (of meat)
which has been cooked a long time � Can
I have my steak well-done, please?
well-heeledwell-heeled /�wel hi
ld/ adj rich
(informal)
welliewellie /weli/ noun a wellington boot
wellingtonwellington /welŋtən/ noun a loose
knee-length rubber boot
well-known

� well-known /�wel nəυn/ adj known
by a lot of people
well-off

� well-off /�wel ɒf/ adj rich
well-paid

� well-paid /�wel ped/ adj earning a
good salary
well-timedwell-timed /�wel tamd/ adj happening
at a favourable time
well-to-dowell-to-do /�wel tə du
/ adj rich
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well-wisherwell-wisher /wel �wʃə/ noun a person
who is friendly towards someone
Welsh

� Welsh /welʃ/ adj relating to Wales �
We will be going climbing in the Welsh
mountains at Easter. � noun 1. � the Welsh
the people of Wales � The Welsh are proud
of their heritage. � The Welsh are magnifi-
cent singers. 2. the language spoken in
Wales � Welsh is used in schools in many
parts of Wales.
went

� went /went/ past tense of go
wept

� wept /wept/ past tense and past partici-
ple of weep
were

� were /wə, w#
/ 1st person plural past
of be. 2nd person plural past of be. 3rd per-
son plural past of be
we’re

� we’re /wi
ə/ short form we are
weren’t

� weren’t /w#
nt/ short form were not
werewolfwerewolf /weəwυlf/ (plural were-
wolves), werwolf noun a person who is
thought to change into the form of a wolf at
night and back into human form in the day
west

� west /west/ noun 1. the direction of
where the sun sets [~of] � We live in a vil-
lage to the west of the town. � The sun sets
in the west and rises in the east. � Their
house has a garden that faces west or a
west-facing garden. 2. West the countries
in the western part of the world, e.g. Eu-
rope and North America � adj relating to
the west � She lives on the west coast of the
United States. � The west part of the town
is near the river. � adv towards the west �
Go west for about ten kilometres, and then
you’ll come to the national park. � The riv-
er flows west into the ocean.
westboundwestbound /westbaυnd/ adj travelling
towards the west
westerlywesterly /westəli/ adj 1. towards the
west 2. (of a wind ) blowing from the west
western

� western /westən/ adj from, of or in
the south � The western part of Canada
has wonderful scenery. � noun a book or
film about life in the western USA in the
nineteenth century, especially about cow-
boys � She likes watching old westerns on
TV.
westernerwesterner /westənə/, Westerner noun
1. a person who lives in or comes from the
west of a country or region 2. a person
from Europe or North America
westernisedwesternised, westernized adj accepting
and using things such as the ideas, cus-
toms, and industrial methods of countries
in Western Europe and the United States
westernmostwesternmost /westənməυst/ adj fur-
thest to the west

WestminsterWestminster /westmnstə/ noun 1. in
the area of London where Westminster Ab-
bey and the Houses of Parliament are �
Tourists always go to Westminster as part
of their visit to London. 2. the British Par-
liament itself � The news was greeted with
surprise at Westminster. � MPs returned to
Westminster after the summer recess.
wet

� wet /wet/ adj 1. covered in water or oth-
er liquid � She forgot her umbrella and got
wet walking back from the shops. � The
chair’s all wet where he knocked over his
beer. � The baby is wet – can you change
her nappy? 2. raining � The summer
months are the wettest part of the year. �

There’s nothing I like better than a wet
Sunday in London. 3. not yet dry � Watch
out! – the paint’s still wet.
wet blanketwet blanket /wet bl�ŋkt/ noun an un-
happy person who spoils social events, e.g.
parties, by making other people feel un-
happy (informal)
wetsuitwetsuit /wetsu
t/ noun a rubber suit
worn by swimmers and divers to keep
themselves warm in the water
we’ve

� we’ve /wi
v/ short form we have
whackwhack /w�k/ (whacks, whacking,
whacked) verb to hit hard, making a loud
noise � She whacked her head on the low
doorway. � He whacked the ball hard with
his bat. (NOTE: + whack n)
whackedwhacked /w�kt/ adj feeling extremely
tired
whalewhale /wel/ noun a very large creature
that lives in the sea � You can take a boat
into the mouth of the river to see the
whales. (NOTE: Do not confuse with wail.)
whalingwhaling /welŋ/ noun the practice of
hunting whales
whamwham /w�m/ noun the loud noise pro-
duced by a solid heavy blow
wharfwharf /wɔ
f/ (plural wharves or wharfs)
noun a quay where a ship can tie up to load
or unload
what

� what /wɒt/ adj asking a question �
What kind of music do you like? � What
type of food does he like best? � pron 1. the
thing which � Did you see what was in the
box? � What we like to do most on holiday
is just to visit old churches. 2. asking a
question � What’s the correct time? � What
did he give you for your birthday? � What
happened to his car? (NOTE: When what
used to ask a direct question, the verb is put
before the subject: What’s the time? but not
when it is used in a statement: They don’t
know what the time is.) � adv showing sur-
prise � What a huge meal! � What beauti-
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ful weather! � interj showing surprise �

What! did you hear what he said? � I won
the lottery! – What!
whatever

� whatever /wɒt |evə/ pron 1. it does not
matter what (form of ‘what’ used for empha-
sis; in questions) � You can have whatever
you like for Christmas. � She always does
whatever she feels like doing. � I want that
car whatever the price. 2. used instead of
‘what’ for emphasis in questions � ‘I’ve
sold the car.’ ‘Whatever for?’ � Whatever
made him do that? � Whatever does that
red light mean?
whatnotwhatnot /wɒtnɒt/ noun something of
the same or a similar kind
what’swhat’s /wɒts/ short for 1. what has 2.
what is
whatsoeverwhatsoever /�wɒtsəυ |evə/ adj, pron
used for emphasising ‘whatever’ � There is
no truth whatsoever in the report. � The
police found no suspicious documents
whatsoever.
wheat

� wheat /wi
t/ noun a plant of which the
grain is used to make flour (NOTE: no plural)
wheedlewheedle /wi
d(ə)l/ (wheedles, whee-
dling, wheedled) verb to try to persuade
someone to do something, especially by
speaking to them in a soft voice
wheel

� wheel /wi
l/ noun 1. a round object on
which a vehicle such as a bicycle, a car or
a train runs � The front wheel and the back
wheel of the motorbike were both damaged
in the accident. � We got a flat tyre so I had
to get out to change the wheel. 2. any sim-
ilar round object which turns � a steering
wheel � gear wheels � verb (wheels,
wheeling, wheeled) to push something
along which has wheels � He wheeled his
motorbike into the garage. � She was
wheeling her bike along the pavement. �

The waiter wheeled in a sweet trolley.
wheelbarrowwheelbarrow /wi
lb�rəυ/ noun a large
container with one wheel at the front and
two handles, used by people such as build-
ers and gardeners for pushing heavy loads
around
wheelchairwheelchair /wi
ltʃeə/ noun a chair on
wheels which people who cannot walk use
to move around � a special entrance for
wheelchair users
wheeler-dealerwheeler-dealer /�wi
lə di
lə/ noun a
person who is skilled and successful, but
possibly dishonest, in getting what they
want, especially in business or politics
wheezewheeze /wi
z/ (wheezes, wheezing,
wheezed) verb to make a whistling sound
when breathing � The little boy had an at-
tack of asthma and started to wheeze.

when

� when /wen/ adv at what time (asking a
question) � When is the last train for Paris?
� When did you last go to the dentist? �
When are we going to get paid? � Since
when has he been wearing glasses? � I
asked her when her friend was leaving.
(NOTE: After when used to ask a direct ques-
tion, the verb is put before the subject: When
does the film start?; When is he coming? but
not when it is used in a statement: He
doesn’t know when the film starts.; They
can’t tell me when he is coming.) � conj 1. at
the time that � When he was young, the
family was living in London. � When you
go on holiday, leave your key with the
neighbours so they can feed the cat. � Do
you remember the day when we all went for
a picnic in the park? � Let me know when
you’re ready to go. 2. after � When the
speaker had finished, he sat down. � Wash
up the plates when you’ve finished your
breakfast. 3. even if � The salesman said
the car was worth £5,000 when he really
knew it was worth only half that.
whenever

� whenever /wen |evə/ adv at any time
that � Come for tea whenever you like. �

We try to see my mother whenever we can
or whenever possible.
where

� where /weə/ adv 1. (asking a question)
in what place, to what place � Where did I
put my glasses? � Do you know where the
restaurant is? � Where are the knives and
forks? � Where are you going for your hol-
iday? 2. in a place in which � Stay where
you are and don’t move. � They still live in
the same house where they were living
twenty years ago. � Here’s where the wire
has been cut.
whereas

� whereas /weər |�z/ conj if you com-
pare this with the fact that � He likes tea
whereas she prefers coffee.
whereuponwhereupon /�weərə|pɒn/ conj at that
point, after that (literary)
wherever

� wherever /weər |evə/ adv 1. to or in
any place � You can sit wherever you want.
� Wherever we go on holiday, we never
make hotel reservations. � The police want
to ask her questions, wherever she may be.
2. used instead of ‘where’ for emphasis �
Wherever did you get that hat?
whetwhet /wet/ (whets, whetting, whetted)
verb � to whet your appetite to make you
more interested in something by giving
you a little taste of it � The brochures whet
your appetite for holidays by the sea.
whether

� whether /weðə/ conj 1. (showing
doubt, or not having reached a decision)
used to mean ‘if’ for showing doubt, or for
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showing that you have not decided some-
thing � Do you know whether they’re com-
ing? � I can’t make up my mind whether to
go on holiday now or later. 2. (applying to
either of two things) used for referring to ei-
ther of two things or people � All employ-
ees, whether managers or ordinary staff,
must take a medical test. (NOTE: Do not con-
fuse with weather.)
whew

whew /fju
/ interj used to express an emo-
tion such as great, surprise or to show that
you feel too hot, or you are very pleased
that something unpleasant has not hap-
pened
which

� which /wtʃ/ adj, pron 1. (asking a
question) what person or thing � Which
dress are you wearing to the wedding? �
Which boy threw that stone? 2. (only used
with things, not people) that � The French
restaurant which is next door to the office.
� They’ve eaten all the bread which you
bought yesterday.
whichever

� whichever /wtʃ|evə/ pron 1. any one
in a group � You can take several routes,
but whichever you choose, the journey will
still take three hours. 2. used for emphasis-
ing ‘which’ � Take whichever you want. �
adj used for emphasising that it it is not im-
portant which person or thing is being re-
ferred to � Whichever newspaper you read,
you’ll get the same story.
whiff

whiff /wf/ noun a slight smell
while

� while /wal/ conj 1. at the time that �
He tried to cut my hair while he was watch-
ing TV. � While we were on holiday some-
one broke into our house. � Shall I clean
the kitchen while you’re having a bath? 2.
showing difference � He likes meat, while
his sister is a vegetarian. � Everyone is
watching TV, while I’m in the kitchen mak-
ing the dinner. 3. although (formal) � While
there may still be delays, the service is
much better than it used to be. � noun a
short time � It’s a while since I’ve seen
him. � in a while in a short time, soon � I’ll
be ready in a while. � to be worth some-
one’s while to be worth doing � It’s worth
your while keeping copies of your work, in
case your computer goes wrong.
whilst

� whilst /walst/ conj while (formal)
whimwhim /wm/ noun a sudden wish or desire
whimper

whimper /wmpə/ (whimpers, whim-
pering, whimpered) verb (of a person or
small animal) to make low weak cries � She
whimpered that she would be OK. � The
dog was whimpering because it was tied
up. (NOTE: + whimper n)

whimsicalwhimsical /wmzk(ə)l/ adj unusual or
strange, not very serious
whinewhine /wan/ (whines, whining, whined)
verb 1. to make a loud high noise � You can
hear the engines of the racing cars whining
in the background. � The dogs whined
when we locked them up in the kitchen. 2.
to complain frequently in a way that an-
noys other people (NOTE: Do not confuse
with wine.+ whine n)
whingewhinge /wnd�/ (whinges, whingeing,
whinged) verb to complain in a whining
voice (informal)
whipwhip /wp/ noun a long, thin piece of
leather with a handle, used to hit animals to
make them do what you want � The rider
used her whip to make the horse run faster.
� verb (whips, whipping, whipped) to hit
someone or an animal with a whip � He
whipped the horse to make it go faster.

whip up phrasal verb 1. to make some-
thing increase suddenly � The announce-
ment whipped up the crowd’s
enthusiasm. � The wind whipped up the
waves on the lake. 2. to get food ready
quickly � I’ll just whip up a salad.

whirlwhirl /w#
l/ (whirls, whirling, whirled)
verb to turn round quickly � She put on her
new skirt and whirled around for every one
to see. � The children’s paper windmills
whirled in the wind.
whirlpoolwhirlpool /w#
lpu
l/ noun a stream of
water that turns round and round very fast
whirlwindwhirlwind /w#
lwnd/ noun something
which happens more quickly than usual �
They had a whirlwind romance, and got
married on holiday.
whirrwhirr /w#
/ (whirrs, whirring, whirred)
verb to make a low sound like something
turning � The journalists’ cameras were
whirring and clicking as she stepped out of
the church.
whiskwhisk /wsk/ (whisks, whisking,
whisked) verb to mix food such as cream
or eggs until they become thick and firm �
Next, whisk the mixture until it is creamy. �
I always whisk egg whites by hand.
whiskeywhiskey /wski/ noun Irish or American
whisky
whiskywhisky /wski/ (plural whiskies) noun an
alcoholic drink, made in Scotland from
barley � The company produces thousands
of bottles of whisky every year. � I don’t
like whisky – I prefer gin.
whisper

� whisper /wspə/ verb (whispers,
whispering, whispered) to speak very qui-
etly, so that only the person you are talking
to can hear � He whispered instructions to
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the other members of the gang. � She whis-
pered to the nurse that she wanted some-
thing to drink. � noun a quiet voice, or
words spoken very quietly � She spoke in a
whisper.
whistle

whistle /�ws(ə)l/ noun 1. a high sound
made by blowing through your lips when
they are almost closed � She gave a whistle
of surprise. � We heard a whistle and saw
a dog running across the field. 2. a simple
instrument which makes a high sound,
played by blowing � He blew on his whistle
to stop the match. � verb (whistles, whis-
tling, whistled) 1. to blow through your
lips to make a high sound � They marched
along, whistling an Irish song. � He whis-
tled for a taxi. 2. to make a high sound as a
signal, using a small metal instrument
white

� white /wat/ adj (whiter, whitest) of a
colour like snow or milk � A white shirt is
part of the uniform. � A white car will al-
ways look dirty. � Her hair is now com-
pletely white. � Do you take your coffee
black or white? � noun 1. the colour of
snow or milk 2. a person whose skin is pale
3. a white part of something � the white of
an egg � The whites of his eyes were slight-
ly red. 4. a white wine � A glass of house
white, please.
whiteboard

whiteboard /�watbɔ�d/ noun a flat
white board in a classroom, on which you
can write with a special type of pen
Whitehall

Whitehall /�wathɔ�l/ noun 1. a street in
London, leading from Trafalgar Square to
the Houses of Parliament, where there are
the offices of several government depart-
ments � As you walk down Whitehall you
pass Downing Street on your right. 2. the
British government and civil service �
Whitehall sources suggest that the plan
will be adopted. � There is a great deal of
resistance to the idea in Whitehall.
white lie

white lie /�wat �la/ noun a lie about
something unimportant, especially a lie
told in order not to upset someone
(informal)
white meat

white meat /wat �mi�t/ noun 1. meat
from the breast of chicken or turkey 2. a
pale coloured meat like veal, as opposed to
red meat like beef
whitenwhiten /�wat(ə)n/ (whitens, whitening,
whitened) verb to make whiter or to be-
come whiter
whitewash

whitewash /�watwɒʃ/ noun 1. a mix-
ture of water and lime used for painting the
walls of houses � One coat of whitewash
should be enough for this wall. 2. an at-

tempt to cover up mistakes or dishonest be-
haviour � Everyone said the report was a
whitewash and nobody was ever arrested.
(NOTE: + whitewash v)
whitewater rafting

whitewater rafting /�watwɔ�tə
�rɑ�ftŋ/ noun the sport of riding in small
strong rubber boats down dangerous rivers
whitish

whitish /�watʃ/ adj similar to white or
partly white
whiz

whiz /wz/ verb (whizzes, whizzing,
whizzed) to move very fast � Someone
whizzed past me but I didn’t see who it was.
� She’s been whizzing around all afternoon
trying to sort out her trip to the Caribbean.
� noun a whistling sound made by some-
thing moving very fast
whizz

whizz /wz/ verb, noun another spelling of
whiz
who

� who /hu�/ pron 1. (asking a question)
which person or persons � Who phoned? �
Who are you talking to? � Who spoke at the
meeting? 2. the person or the people that �
The men who came yesterday morning
work for the electricity company. � Anyone
who didn’t get tickets early won’t be able
to get in. � There’s the taxi driver who took
us home last night. (NOTE: After an object,
who can be left out: There’s the man I saw
at the pub. When who is used to ask a direct
question, the verb is put after ‘who’ and be-
fore the subject: Who is that man over
there?, but not when it is used in a state-
ment: I don’t know who that man is over
there. When who is used as an object, it is
sometimes written whom /hu�m/ but this is
formal and not common: the man whom I
met in the office; Whom do you want to
see?)
who’d

who’d /hu�d/ short form 1. who had 2.
who would
whoever

� whoever /hu� |�evə/ pron (emphatic
form of ‘who’) no matter who, anyone who
� Whoever finds the umbrella can keep it.
� Go home with whoever you like.
whole

� whole /həυl/ adj all of something � She
must have been hungry – she ate a whole
apple pie. � We spent the whole winter in
the south. � A whole lot of people went
down with flu. � noun all of something �

She stayed in bed the whole of Sunday
morning and read the newspapers. � The
whole of the north of the country was cov-
ered with snow. � Did you watch the whole
of the programme? (NOTE: Do not confuse
with hole.) � adv in one piece � The birds
catch small fish and swallow them whole.
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wholefoodwholefood /həυlfu
d/ noun food that
has had very little processing and has been
grown or produced without the use of
chemicals
wholeheartedwholehearted /həυl |hɑ
td/ adj com-
plete or total
whole numberwhole number /həυl n�mbə/ noun a
number such as 1, 35 or 630 which is not a
fraction
wholesalewholesale /həυlsel/ adv buying goods
from manufacturers and selling them in
large quantities to traders who then sell
them in smaller quantities to the general
public � He buys wholesale. Compare re-
tail � adj 1. in large quantities � wholesale
discount 2. on a large scale � The whole-
sale killing of wild birds.
wholesaler

� wholesaler /həυlselə/ noun a per-
son who buys goods in large quantities
from manufacturers and sells them to re-
tailers
wholesomewholesome /həυls(ə)m/ adj 1. good for
your health � a wholesome diet 2. having a
good influence on moral behaviour �

wholesome entertainment
who’llwho’ll short for who will
whollywholly /həυlli/ adv completely (formal )
(NOTE: Do not confuse with holy.)
whom

� whom /hu
m/ � who
whoopwhoop /wu
p, hu
p/ (whoops, whoop-
ing, whooped) verb to make loud cries �
The gang ran along the main street, shout-
ing and whooping at passers-by. (NOTE: +
whoop n)
whoopswhoops /wυps/ interj used to show that
an accident has almost happened �
Whoops! you nearly hit that tree! � She
went charging across the kitchen on her
trike and whoops! just missed Mum carry-
ing a pile of plates.
whoppingwhopping /wɒpŋ/ adj very large
(informal)
who’swho’s short for 1. who has 2. who is
whose

� whose /hu
z/ pron 1. (asking a ques-
tion) which belongs to which person �
Whose is that car? � Whose book is this? �
Whose money was stolen? 2. of whom �

the family whose house was burgled � the
man whose hat you borrowed � the girl
whose foot you trod on (NOTE: Do not con-
fuse with who’s.)
who’vewho’ve short for who have
why

� why /wa/ adv 1. for what reason � Why
did he have to phone me in the middle of
the TV film? � I asked the ticket collector
why the train was late. 2. giving a reason �
She told me why she couldn’t go to the par-

ty. 3. agreeing with a suggestion � ‘Would
you like some lunch?’ ‘Why not?’
wickedwicked /wkd/ adj very bad � What a
wicked thing to say! � It was wicked of
them to steal the birds’ eggs.
wickerwicker /wkə/ adj made of thin pieces of
wood or sticks woven together � a wicker
basket � wicker furniture
wicketwicket /wkt/ noun 1. (in cricket) a set of
three sticks put in the ground with two
small sticks on top, used as the target � The
first ball hit his wicket. 2. the main playing
area between two sets of these sticks
wide

� wide /wad/ adj (wider, widest) 1.
which measures from side to side � The ta-
ble is three foot or three feet wide. � The
river is not very wide at this point. 2. in-
cluding many things � The shop carries a
wide range of imported goods. � She has a
wide knowledge of French painting. �

width (NOTE: wider – widest) � adv (wider,
widest) as far as possible, as much as pos-
sible � She opened her eyes wide. � The
door was wide open so we just walked in.
wide-eyedwide-eyed /wad ad/ adj with eyes wide
open
widely

� widely /wadli/ adv 1. by a wide range
of people � It is widely expected that he
will resign. 2. over a wide area � Contami-
nation spread widely over the area round
the factory. � She has travelled widely in
Greece.
widenwiden /wad(ə)n/ (widens, widening,
widened) verb 1. to make wider � We need
to widen the road to take larger lorries. 2.
to become wider � Further along, the road
widens into two lanes in each direction.
wide-rangingwide-ranging /�wad rend�ŋ/ adj
which covers a wide range of subjects
widescreenwidescreen /wadskri
n/ adj referring
to a television whose screen is noticeably
wider than average
widespread

� widespread /wadspred/ adj over a
large area
widowwidow /wdəυ/ noun a woman whose
husband has died and who has not married
again
widowedwidowed /wdəυd/ adj who is a widow
or widower
widowerwidower /wdəυə/ noun a man whose
wife has died and who has not married
again
width

� width /wdθ/ noun 1. a measurement of
something from one side to another � I
need to know the width of the sofa. � The
width of the garden is at least forty feet or
the garden is at least forty feet in width. 2.
the distance from one side to another of a
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swimming pool � She swam three widths
easily.
wieldwield /wi
ld/ (wields, wielding, wielded)
verb 1. to hold something, usually by its
handle, and use it � Her attacker was
wielding a knife. 2. to use or have power to
control people � The state wields enor-
mous power over the ordinary citizen.
wife

� wife /waf/ (plural wives) noun a wom-
an who is married to a man � I know Mr
Jones quite well but I’ve never met his wife.
� They both came with their wives. � old
wives’ tale
wigwig /w(/ noun false hair worn on the head
wigglewiggle /w((ə)l/ (wiggles, wiggling,
wiggled) verb to move slightly up and
down or from side to side
wild

� wild /wald/ adj 1. living naturally, not
with people as a pet � Wild dogs roam over
parts of Australia. 2. very angry or very ex-
cited � He will be wild when he sees what
I have done to the car. � The fans went wild
at the end of the match. 3. not thinking
carefully � She made a few wild guesses,
but didn’t find the right answer. � They had
the wild idea of walking across the Sahara.
� adv without any control � The crowds
were running wild through the centre of the
town.
wild cardwild card /waldkɑ
d/ noun a computer
symbol that represents any character
wildernesswilderness /wldənəs/ noun uncultivat-
ed and uninhabited country or desert
wildlife

� wildlife /waldlaf/ noun birds, plants
and animals in their natural conditions
will

� will /wl/ modal verb 1. used to form the
future tense � The party will start soon. �
Will they be staying a long time? � We
won’t be able to come to tea. � If you ask
her to play the piano, she’ll say ‘no’. 2.
used as a polite way of asking someone to
do something � Will everyone please sit
down? � Will someone close the curtains?
� (formal) Won’t you sit down? 3. used for
showing that you are keen to do something
� Don’t call a taxi – I’ll take you home. �

The car will never start when we want it to.
� Don’t worry – I will do it. (NOTE: will is
often shortened to ’ll: he’ll = he will. The
negative is will not or, especially in speak-
ing, won’t. The past tense is would. Note
also that will is only used with other verbs
and is not followed by to.) � noun 1. some-
one’s desire that something will happen 2.
a legal document by which a person gives
instructions to his or her executors as to
what should happen to the property after he
or she dies � He wrote his will in 1984. �

According to her will, all her property is
left to her children. � Has she made a will
yet? � at will whenever someone wants to
� Visitors can wander around the gardens
at will. � against your will without your
agreement � He was forced to pay the mon-
ey against his will.
willing

� willing /wlŋ/ adj keen to help � Is
there anyone who is willing to drive the
jeep? � I need two willing helpers to wash
the car.
willowwillow /wləυ/ noun a tree with long thin
branches often found near rivers and
streams
willpowerwillpower /wlpaυə/ noun mental
strength that helps you to achieve some-
thing
wiltwilt /wlt/ (wilts, wilting, wilted) verb to
become weak and droop � We’ve had no
rain for days and the plants in the garden
have started to wilt. � We all started off at
a fast pace, but after the first mile or so
some of us began to wilt.
wilywily /wali/ (wilier, wiliest) adj full of
tricks
wimpwimp /wmp/ noun a person without a
strong character (insult)
win

� win /wn/ verb (wins, winning, won) 1.
to beat someone in a game, or be first in a
race or competition � I expect our team
will win tomorrow. � The local team won
their match yesterday. � She won the race
easily. 2. to get something as a prize � She
won first prize in the art competition. � He
won two million pounds on the lottery. �

She’s hoping to win a new car in a compe-
tition in the paper. � noun the act of win-
ning a game, race or competition � The lo-
cal team has only had two wins so far this
year. � We’re disappointed, we expected a
win.
wincewince /wns/ (winces, wincing, winced)
verb to show signs of pain or embarrass-
ment, especially on your face � He winced
as the nurse gave him an injection. � She
still winces at the memory of the awful mis-
take she made.
winchwinch /wntʃ/ noun a device which pulls
things up by winding a rope around a drum
� The recovery vehicle has a winch at the
back. (NOTE: + winch v)
windwind1 /wnd/ noun air moving outdoors �
The wind blew two trees down in the park.
� There’s no point trying to use an umbrel-
la in this wind. � There’s not a breath of
wind – the sailing boats aren’t moving at
all.

wind down� phrasal verb to turn a han-
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dle to make something go down

windwind2 /wand/ (winds, winding, wound)
verb to twist something round and round �
He wound the towel round his waist. � She
wound the string into a ball.

wind up� phrasal verb 1. to twist round
and round � She was winding the string
up into a ball. 2. to turn a key to make a
machine work � When did you wind up
the clock or wind the clock up? 3. to turn
a key to make something go up � Wind up
your window if it starts to rain. 4. to be in
a situation at the end of a period
(informal) � They wound up owing the
bank thousands of pounds. 5. to finish �

The meeting wound up at five o’clock. 6.
� to wind up a company to put a compa-
ny into liquidation � The court ordered
the company to be wound up. 7. to make
someone annoyed � He only did it to
wind you up.

windfallwindfall /wndfɔ
l/ noun 1. a fruit which
has fallen to the ground from a fruit tree �
There are a lot of windfalls this year. 2.
money which you receive unexpectedly �
His premium bond suddenly produced a
windfall.
wind instrumentwind instrument /wnd �nstrυmənt/
noun a musical instrument which you have
to blow to make a note
window

� window /wndəυ/ noun 1. an opening
in a surface such as a wall or door, which is
filled with glass � When I fly, I always ask
for a seat by the window. � It’s dangerous
to lean out of car windows. 2. any of sever-
al sections of a computer screen on which
information is shown � Open the command
window to see the range of possible com-
mands.
window-panewindow-pane /wndəυ pen/ noun a
single piece of glass, used as part of a
whole window
window shoppingwindow shopping /wndəυ �ʃɒpŋ/
noun the practice of looking at shop win-
dows without buying anything
windpipewindpipe /wndpap/ noun the main air
passage from the nose and mouth to the
lungs
wind powerwind power /wnd �paυə/ noun the
force of the wind used to drive a windmill
to produce energy
windscreenwindscreen /wndskri
n/ noun the
glass window in the front of a vehicle
windscreen wiperwindscreen wiper /�wn(d)|�skri
n
wapə/, windshield wiper /�wn(d)|�ʃi
ld
wapə/ noun a device on a car which re-
moves rainwater away from the wind-
screen

windshieldwindshield /wndʃi
ld/ noun 1. a screen
on the front of a motorcycle � The wind-
shield protects the rider from the rain. 2.
US the glass window in the front of a vehi-
cle
windsurfingwindsurfing /wnds#
fŋ/ noun the
sport of riding on the sea on a surfboard
with a sail attached (NOTE: + windsurfer n)
windsweptwindswept /wndswept/ adj blown by
the wind
windy

� windy /wndi/ (windier, windiest) adj
when a strong wind is blowing (informal)
wine

� wine /wan/ noun an alcoholic drink
made from grapes � We had a glass of
French red wine. � Two glasses of white
wine, please. � Should we have some white
wine with the fish?
wing

� wing /wŋ/ noun 1. one of the two parts
of the body, which a bird or butterfly etc.
uses to fly � The little birds were flapping
their wings, trying to fly. � Which part of
the chicken do you prefer: a leg or a wing?
2. one of the two flat parts sticking from
the side of an aircraft, which hold the air-
craft in the air � He had a seat by the wing,
so could not see much out of the window.
wing mirrorwing mirror /wŋ mrə/ noun one of a
pair of mirrors attached to the outside of a
vehicle and providing a view to the rear
winkwink /wŋk/ (winks, winking, winked)
verb to shut and open one eye quickly, as a
signal (NOTE: + wink n)
winner

� winner /wnə/ noun 1. a person who
wins something � The winner of the race
gets a silver cup. 2. something which is
successful � His latest book is a winner.
winningswinnings /wnŋz/ plural noun money
which has been won at betting � He col-
lected all his winnings and went to book a
holiday in Spain.
winning streakwinning streak /wnŋ stri
k/ noun a
period of time when a person has continu-
ing good luck
winter

� winter /wntə/ noun the coldest sea-
son of the year, the season between autumn
and spring � It’s too cold to do any garden-
ing in the winter. � We’re taking a winter
holiday in Mexico.
winter solsticewinter solstice /�wntə sɒlsts/ noun
21st December, the shortest day in the
northern hemisphere, when the sun is at its
furthest point north of the equator
winter sportswinter sports /�wntə spɔ
ts/ plural
noun sports which are done in the winter,
such as skiing and skating etc.
wintrywintry /wntri/ adj 1. cold like winter �
They are forecasting more wintry weather
tonight. 2. unfriendly and cold � He gave
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them a wintry smile which made conversa-
tion difficult.
win-winwin-win /wn wn/ adj used to describe a
situation which has a satisfactory outcome
for all the parties involved
wipe

� wipe /wap/ (wipes, wiping, wiped)
verb to clean or dry something with a cloth
� Wipe your shoes with a cloth before you
polish them. � Use the blue towel to wipe
your hands.

wipe out� phrasal verb 1. to kill, to de-
stroy � The tidal wave wiped out half the
villages along the coast. 2. to remove
completely � The costs of moving to the
new office have completely wiped out our
profits.

wire

� wire /waə/ noun 1. a thin piece of
metal or metal thread � He used bits of wire
to attach the apple tree to the wall. � The
chip basket is made of woven wire. 2. �
(electric) wire thin metal thread along
which electricity flows, usually covered
with coloured plastic � The wires seem to
be all right, so there must be a problem
with the computer itself.
wirelesswireless /waələs/ noun a radio receiver
(dated; old)
wiringwiring /waərŋ/ noun all the wires
which make up a system to carry electricity
round a building
wirywiry /waəri/ (wirier, wiriest) adj 1. (of a
person) thin but strong 2. (of hair) stiff and
not easily combed
wisdomwisdom /wzdəm/ noun general com-
mon sense and the ability to make good de-
cisions
wisdom tooth

� wisdom tooth /wzdəm tu
θ/ noun
one of the four back human teeth which
only grow after the age of 20, or sometimes
not at all
wise

� wise /waz/ adj having intelligence and
being sensible � I don’t think it’s wise to
keep all that money in the house. � It was a
wise decision to cancel the trip. � none the
wiser still not understanding something �

His lengthy explanation left us none the
wiser about how the system would work.
wish

� wish /wʃ/ noun what you want to hap-
pen � to make a wish to think of some-
thing you would like to have or to see hap-
pen � Close your eyes and make a wish. �

Make a wish when you blow out the can-
dles on your birthday cake. � plural noun
wishes a greeting � Best wishes for the
New Year! � Please give my good wishes to
your family. � verb (wishes, wishing,
wished) 1. to want something to happen
[~(that)] � She sometimes wished she could

live in the country. � I wish you wouldn’t be
so unkind! 2. to hope something good will
happen � She wished him good luck in his
interview. � He wished me a Happy New
Year. � Wish me luck – it’s my exam tomor-
row.
wishful thinkingwishful thinking /�wʃf(ə)l θŋkŋ/
noun the practice of thinking that some-
thing will actually happen because you
want it to
wispwisp /wsp/ noun a little piece
wistfulwistful /wstf(ə)l/ adj longing for some-
thing, but sad because there is no hope of
getting it
witwit /wt/ noun an ability to say clever and
funny things � His wit comes out all
through his book. � at your wits’ end not
knowing what to do next � They were at
their wits’ end when the builders reported
even more structural problems in the
house.
witchwitch /wtʃ/ noun a woman believed to
have magic powers. Compare wizard
witchcraftwitchcraft /wtʃkrɑ
ft/ noun the art of
magic
witch huntwitch hunt /wtʃ h�nt/ noun persecu-
tion of people who are supposed to be po-
litically unreliable
with

� with /wð, wθ/ prep 1. showing that
things or people are together � She came
here with her mother. � My sister is staying
with us for a few days. (NOTE: with is used
with many adjectives and verbs: to agree
with, to be pleased with.) 2. something
which you have � The girl with fair hair. �
They live in the house with the pink door. 3.
showing something which is used � He
was chopping up wood with an axe. � Since
his accident he walks with a stick. � The
crowd attacked the police with stones and
bottles. 4. because of � Her little hands
were blue with cold. � Half the people in
the office are ill with flu.
withdraw

� withdraw /wð |drɔ
/ (withdraws,
withdrawing, withdrew, withdrawn) verb
1. to stop offering or providing something
[~from] � The old coins have been with-
drawn from circulation. 2. to stop doing
something � After his accident he withdrew
from most public activities. 3. to take mon-
ey out of a bank account [~from] � You can
withdraw up to £100 from any cash ma-
chine. 4. to change your mind about some-
thing which has been said or sent and say
you no longer want it to be considered �

She withdrew her offer to provide the food
for the party. � to withdraw an email to
delete an email from someone’s mailbox
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before it has been read, or say that it should
not be read 5. to move backwards � The
crowd slowly withdrew as the soldiers ad-
vanced.
withdrawal

� withdrawal /wð |drɔ
əl/ noun 1. the
act of removing money from a bank ac-
count � She made three withdrawals last
week. 2. the act of going back, doing the
opposite of what you had said you would
do [~from] � His withdrawal from the elec-
tion surprised his friends.
withdrawnwithdrawn /wð|drɔ
n/ adj shy, not lik-
ing to meet other people
witherwither /wðə/ (withers, withering, with-
ered) verb (of plants) to grow weaker and
dry up, to shrivel
withholdwithhold /wð |həυld/ (withholds, with-
holding, withheld) verb to refuse to let
someone have something
within

� within /w|ðn/ prep (in space or time)
inside an area or period of time � The
house is within easy reach of the station. �
We are within walking distance of the shop.
� I must go back for a another check within
three months. � They promised to deliver
the sofa within a week.
without

� without /w |ðaυt/ prep 1. not with �
They came on a walking holiday without
any boots. � She managed to live for a few
days without any food. � He was stuck in
Germany without any money. � They were
fined for travelling without tickets. 2. not
doing something � She sang for an hour
without stopping. � They lived in the hut in
the forest without seeing anybody for
weeks.
withstandwithstand /wð |st�nd/ (withstands,
withstanding, withstood) verb to resist
something difficult or unpleasant
witness

� witness /wtnəs/ noun 1. a person
who sees something happen or who is
present when something happens � Were
there any witnesses to the incident? 2. a
person who is present when someone signs
a document � The contract has to be signed
in front of two witnesses. � His sister
signed as a witness. � verb (witnesses, wit-
nessing, witnessed) to be present when
something happens, and see it happening �
Did anyone witness the accident?
witness box

� witness box /wtnəs �bɒks/ noun a
place in a courtroom where the witnesses
give evidence
wittywitty /wti/ (wittier, wittiest) adj clever
and funny � She gave a witty and enter-
taining speech.
wives

� wives /wavz/ plural of wife

wizardwizard /wzəd/ noun a clever person, ex-
pert � He’s a wizard at chess.
wizardrywizardry /wzədri/ noun being clever
wizenedwizened /wz(ə)nd/ adj dried and wrin-
kled
wobble

� wobble /wɒb(ə)l/ (wobbles, wob-
bling, wobbled) verb to move from side to
side in a way that is not smooth or steady �
The children made the jelly wobble in their
bowls. � Don’t wobble the table when I’m
pouring coffee.
woewoe /wəυ/ noun sadness or trouble �
Money cannot cure all the woes of the
world. � She stopped me and told me her
tale of woe.
wokwok /wɒk/ noun a Chinese round-bot-
tomed frying pan used in stir-fry cooking
woke

� woke /wəυk/, woken /wəυk(ə)n/ past
tense of wake
wokenwoken /wəυk(ə)n/ past participle of
wake
wolfwolf /wυlf/ (plural wolves) noun a wild an-
imal like a large dog, which usually lives in
groups in the forest � At night the wolves
came and howled outside the hut.
woman

� woman /wυmən/ (plural women)
noun an adult female person � The manag-
eress is an extremely witty woman. � There
were two middle-aged women in the seats
next to ours. � There are very few women in
government. � There are more and more
women bus drivers.
womanhoodwomanhood /wυmənhυd/ noun the
state of being a woman
womankindwomankind /wυmənkand/ noun all
women taken as a group
womanlywomanly /wυmənli/ adj feminine, like a
woman
wombwomb /wu
m/ noun the hollow organ in a
woman’s body where a fertilised egg is
lodged and an unborn baby is carried
won

� won /w�n/ past tense and past partici-
ple of win
wonder

� wonder /w�ndə/ (wonders, wonder-
ing, wondered) verb 1. to want to know
something [~why/what/how etc] � I wonder
why the room has gone quiet. � If you don’t
ring home, your parents will start wonder-
ing what has happened. 2. to think about
something [~how/what/when etc] � I won-
der how I can earn more money. � He’s
wondering what to do next. 3. to be sur-
prised at something [~at] � The tourists
stood in groups, wondering at the size of
the Pyramids. 4. asking a question politely
[~if/whether] � We were wondering if you
would like to come for dinner on Saturday.
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wonderful

� wonderful /w�ndəf(ə)l/ adj extreme-
ly good or enjoyable � They had a wonder-
ful holiday by a lake in Sweden. � The
weather was wonderful for the whole holi-
day. � You passed your driving test first
time? – Wonderful!
wonkywonky /wɒnki/ adj, adv 1. unreliable to
use 2. not straight
won’t

� won’t /wəυnt/ contr will not
woowoo /wu
/ (woos, wooing, wooed) verb 1.
to try to get someone to support you or to
vote for you � The government is wooing
the younger voter. � The supermarket is
trying to woo customers with special of-
fers. 2. to try to attract a girl to marry you
(old) � Three suitors came to woo the prin-
cess, each bringing costly gifts.
wood

� wood /wυd/ noun 1. a hard material
which comes from a tree � The kitchen ta-
ble is made of wood. � She picked up a
piece of wood and put it on the fire. � A
wood floor would be just right for this
room. (NOTE: no plural: some wood, a piece
of wood) 2. an area in which many trees are
growing together � The path goes straight
through the wood. � Their house is on the
edge of a wood. (NOTE: Do not confuse with
would.)
woodedwooded /wυdd/ adj covered in trees
wooden

� wooden /wυd(ə)n/ adj made out of
wood � In the market we bought little
wooden dolls for the children.
woodwindwoodwind /wυdwnd/ noun smaller in-
struments in an orchestra such as the flute,
clarinet, oboe and bassoon, which are
played by blowing
woodwormwoodworm /wυdw#
m/ noun a little in-
sect that eats wood
woofwoof /wυf/ noun the sound made by a dog
when it barks � A dog goes ‘woof, woof’, a
cat goes ‘miaow.’ � Your father must be
back, I’ve just heard a woof from the gar-
den.
wool

� wool /wυl/ noun 1. long threads of
twisted animal hair, used to make clothes
or carpets etc. � The carpet is made of
wool. � I need an extra ball of wool to fin-
ish this pullover. 2. the hair growing on a
sheep � The sheep are sheared and the
wool sent to market in early summer.
woollenwoollen /wυlən/ adj made of wool
(NOTE: The US spelling is woolen.)
woollywoolly /wυli/ (woollier, woolliest) adj
made out of wool � She wore a woolly hat.
woozywoozy /wu
zi/ adj feeling confused and
dizzy
word

� word /w#
d/ noun 1. a separate piece of
language, either written or spoken � This

sentence has five words. � He always spells
some words wrongly, such as ‘though’. 2.
something spoken [~about/on] � I’d like to
say a few words about Mr Smith who is re-
tiring today. � She passed me in the street
but didn’t say a word. 3. a promise which
you have made � to have a word with to
speak to someone � I must have a word
with the manager about the service. � The
salesgirl had made so many mistakes, I had
to have a word with her. � without a word
without saying anything � She went out of
the room without a word. � word for word
exactly as it is said or written � Tell me
what he said word for word. � A word-for-
word translation often doesn’t make any
sense. � to give your word to promise � He
gave his word that the matter would re-
main confidential. � to keep your word to
do what you promised to do � He kept his
word, and the cheque arrived the next day.
� by word of mouth spoken, not written �

to take someone’s word for it to accept
what someone says as being true � OK, I’ll
take your word for it.
wordingwording /w#
dŋ/ noun words and
phrases used in a piece of writing
wordplaywordplay /w#
d|�ple/ noun the clever
use of words
word processingword processing /�w#
d prəυsesŋ/
noun using a computer to produce, check
and change texts, reports and letters etc.
word processorword processor /�w#
d prəυsesə/
noun 1. a small computer which is used to
produce texts, reports and letters etc. � She
offered to write the letter for me on her
word processor. � You can use my word
processor to type your letter if you like. 2.
a word-processing program which allows
you to create texts, edit them and print
them
wordywordy /w#
di/ (wordier, wordiest) adj
using more words than necessary
wore

� wore /wɔ
/ past tense of wear
work

� work /w#
k/ noun 1. things that you do
using your strength or your brain � There’s
a great deal of work still to be done on the
project. � There’s too much work for one
person. � If you’ve finished that piece of
work, there’s plenty more to be done. �
Cooking for two hundred people every day
is hard work. 2. a job done regularly to earn
money � He goes to work every day on his
bicycle. � Work starts at 9 a.m. and finishes
at 5 p.m. � Her work involves a lot of trav-
elling. � He is still looking for work. 3.
something which has been made, painted
or written by someone � the complete
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works of Shakespeare � An exhibition of
the work of local artists. � verb (works,
working, worked) 1. to use your strength or
brain to do something � I can’t work in the
garden if it’s raining. � He’s working well
at school, we’re very pleased with his
progress. � Work hard and you’ll soon get
a better job. 2. to have a job
[~in/~with/~as/~for] � She works in the med-
ical profession. � He works with his father
in the family business. � She’s working as
a teacher at the moment. � Which company
do you work for? 3. (of a machine) to oper-
ate in the usual way � The computers aren’t
working. � The machine works by electric-
ity. 4. to make a machine operate � She
works the biggest printing machine in the
factory. � Do you know how to work the
microwave? 5. to have the desired effect or
result � His plan worked well. � Will the
plan work? � If the cough medicine doesn’t
work, you’ll have to see a doctor. � at work
working � The builders are still hard at
work. � She’s at work today, but will have
the day off tomorrow. � to set to work to
start working � If we all set to work early,
we should finish the job this evening.

work on� phrasal verb to work hard to
make something better
work out� phrasal verb 1. to solve a
problem by looking at information or cal-
culating figures � I’m trying to work out
if we’ve sold more this year than last. �
to work out at to amount to an amount �
The total works out at £10.50 per person.
2. to succeed � Everything worked out
quite well in the end. � to work some-
thing out to find a successful way of
solving a problem 3. to do exercises � He
works out every morning in the gym. 4.
(of a mine) to exhaust a seam of coal etc.,
and not be able to continue working there
� The gold seam was worked out some
years ago.
work up� phrasal verb 1. to develop � I
find it difficult to work up any enthusiasm
for my job. 2. to do some hard work to
make something happen � I’m doing
some digging to work up an appetite.

workaholic

workaholic /�w#
kə |hɒlk/ noun a per-
son who cannot stop working (informal)
workbook

workbook /w#
kbυk/ noun a book in
which a student can write answers to exer-
cises printed in the book
worker

� worker /w#
kə/ noun 1. a person who
works � She’s a good worker. � He’s a fast
worker. 2. a person who works in a partic-
ular job � The factory closed when the

workers went on strike. � Office workers
usually work from 9.30 to 5.30.
workforceworkforce /w#
kfɔ
s/ noun all the peo-
ple who work in an office or factory
working

� working /w#
kŋ/ adj relating to a job
or to work � the working population of a
country � The unions have complained
about working conditions in the factory. �

He came to the party in his working
clothes. � noun a way or ways in which
something works � The workings of a car
engine are a complete mystery to him. � I
wish I could understand the workings of lo-
cal government!
working classworking class /�w#
kŋ klɑ
s/ noun a
group in society consisting of people who
work with their hands, usually earning
wages not salaries
working dayworking day /w#
kŋ de/ noun 1. a day
on which someone works 2. the number of
hours someone spends at work
workload

� workload /w#
k |�ləυd/ noun an
amount of work which a person has to do
workman

� workman /w#
kmən/ (plural work-
men) noun a man who works with his
hands
workmanshipworkmanship /w#
kmənʃp/ noun the
skill of a good workman
workoutworkout /w#
kaυt/ noun exercise or
sports practice
workplaceworkplace /w#
kples/ noun a place
where work is done
works

� works /w#
ks/ plural noun 1. the mov-
ing parts of a machine � I looked inside the
clock and there seems to be dust in the
works. 2. a factory � The steel works will
be closed next week for the Christmas hol-
idays. 3. the works everything (informal) �
They built a conservatory with a fountain,
automatic lighting, a barbecue – the
works!
worksheetworksheet /w#
k |�ʃi
t/ noun a sheet of
questions for students to answer
workshop

� workshop /w#
kʃɒp/ noun a very
small factory where things are made or re-
paired
workstation

� workstation /w#
k |�steʃ(ə)n/ noun a
desk with terminal, monitor or keyboard
etc., where a computer operator works
world

� world /w#
ld/ noun the earth on which
we live � Here is a map of the world. � She
flew round the world twice last year. � He
has to travel all over the world on business.
� A round-the-world ticket allows several
stopovers.
world-classworld-class /�w#
ld klɑ
s/ adj so good
as to be among the best in the world
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world-famousworld-famous /�w#
ld feməs/ adj
known everywhere
worldlyworldly /w#
ldli/ adj 1. referring to the
material world � All her worldly posses-
sions fitted into two small suitcases. 2. not
idealistic, with a lot of experience � She’s
worldly enough to know exactly what she’s
doing.
world musicworld music /w#
ld mju
zk/ noun
music from cultures outside the western
world
worldwideworldwide /w#
ld |wad/; /w#
ldwad/
adj, adv over the whole world � a world-
wide energy crisis � The company has a
worldwide network of distributors. � The
TV news programme is available world-
wide.
wormworm /w#
m/ noun a small thin animal
which has no arms or legs and lives in the
soil � Birds were pecking at the soil for
worms.
worn

� worn /wɔ
n/ past participle of wear
worn out

� worn out /�wɔ
n aυt/ adj very tired �
He was worn out after the game of rugby.
� She comes home every evening, worn out
after a busy day at the office.
worried

� worried /w�rid/ adj unhappy because
you think something bad will happen or
because something bad has happened � He
had a worried look on his face. � She’s
looking worried. � I’m worried that we
may run out of petrol.
worry

� worry /w�ri/ verb (worries, worrying,
worried) to feel anxious, or to make some-
one feel anxious [~about/~(that)] � He’s
worrying about his driving test. � I worry
that the children aren’t happy. � Don’t
worry, I’ll be back on time. � She’s always
looks so tired, and that worries me. � noun
(plural worries) 1. something that makes
you anxious [~about] � Parents had wor-
ries about safety. � Go on holiday and try
to forget your worries. 2. the state of being
anxious � She is a great source of worry for
her family. (NOTE: no plural)
worrying

� worrying /w�riŋ/ adj which makes
you worried
worse

� worse /w#
s/ adj 1. less good than
something else � It rained for the first week
of our holidays, and the second week was
even worse. � I think this film is worse than
the one I saw last week. � Both children are
naughty – but the little girl is worse than
her brother. 2. more ill � He’s much worse
since he started taking his medicine. � adv
not as well � He drives badly enough but
his sister drives even worse.

worsenworsen /w#
s(ə)n/ (worsens, worsen-
ing, worsened) verb to become worse, to
make worse
worse off

� worse off /�w#
s ɒf/ adj with less
money than before
worshipworship /w#
ʃp/ (worships, worship-
ping, worshipped) verb 1. to praise and re-
spect God � The ancient peoples wor-
shipped stone statues of their gods. 2. to
take part in a church service � They wor-
ship regularly in the local church.
worst

� worst /w#
st/ adj worse than anything
else � This summer is the worst for fifty
years. � I think this is the worst film he’s
ever made. � adv less well than anything or
anyone else or than at any other time � It’s
difficult to say which team played worst. �
She works worst when she’s tired. � noun a
very bad thing � This summer is the worst
for fifty years. � to prepare for the worst
to get ready to have bad news � Your father
was very badly injured – you must prepare
for the worst.
worth

� worth /w#
θ/ adj 1. � to be worth to
have a certain value or price � This ring’s
worth a lot of money. � Gold is worth more
than silver. � The house is worth more than
£250,000. � The car is worth £6,000 on the
secondhand market. 2. � to be worth do-
ing something to find something good or
helpful to do � It’s worth taking a map with
you, as you may get lost in the little streets.
� His latest film is well worth seeing. � The
old castle is well worth visiting or is well
worth a visit. � noun a value � Its worth
will increase each year. � She lost jewel-
lery of great worth in the fire. � Can you
give me twenty pounds’ worth of petrol?
worthlessworthless /w#
θləs/ adj having no
worth, no use
worthwhile

� worthwhile /w#
θ |wal/ adj which is
worth the effort spent on it
worthyworthy /w#
ði/ (worthier, worthiest) adj
deserving
would

� would /wυd/ modal verb 1. used as a
polite way of asking someone to do some-
thing � Would you please stop talking? �
Would someone please tell me where the li-
brary is? � Would you like some more tea?
2. used as the past of ‘will’ � He said he
would be here for lunch. � She hoped she
would be well enough to come. � He
wouldn’t go even if I paid him. 3. used as
the past of ‘will’, showing something
which often happens � He would bring his
dog with him, even though we asked him
not to. � Naturally the car wouldn’t start
when we were in a hurry. � My husband
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forgot my birthday again this year – he
would! 4. used for showing something
which often happened in the past � Every
morning she would go and feed the chick-
ens. � He would always be there waiting
outside the station. � They would often
bring us flowers. 5. used following a con-
dition � I’m sure that if they could come,
they would. � I would’ve done it if you had
asked me to. � If she were alive, she would
or she’d be a hundred years old today. � If
it snowed we would or we’d go skiing.
(NOTE: would is often shortened to ’d: she’d
= she would. The negative is would not or,
especially in speaking, wouldn’t. Note also
that would is only used with other verbs and
is not followed by to.)

would rather� phrasal verb to prefer
would-bewould-be /wυdbi
/ adj who hopes to be-
come
wouldn’t

� wouldn’t /wυd(ə)nt/ short for would
not
wound

� wound1 /wu
nd/ noun a cut made on
someone’s body, usually in fighting � verb
(wounds, wounding, wounded) 1. to hurt
someone badly by cutting into their flesh �
Two of the gang were wounded in the bank
robbery. 2. to hurt someone’s feelings �
She was deeply wounded by what he said.
woundwound2 /waυnd/ past tense and past par-
ticiple of wind
wovewove /wəυv/, woven past tense of weave
wovenwoven /wəυv(ə)n/ past participle of
weave
wowwow /waυ/ interj showing surprise and
pleasure � Wow! Have you seen his new
car?
wranglewrangle /r�ŋ(əl/ (wrangles, wran-
gling, wrangled) verb to argue � They’re
always wrangling over money. � They
wrangled for months before the treaty was
finally signed. (NOTE: + wrangle n)
wrap

� wrap /r�p/ vt (wrapping, wraps,
wrapped) to cover something by putting
something over it � She wrapped the parcel
in paper. � noun 1. a type of shawl that is
put round the shoulders or the top part of
the body � She pulled her wrap closer
around her. 2. a piece of material used to
cover something � Remove the wrap before
putting the dish in the microwave.

wrap up phrasal verb to finish off � That
just about wraps up the points we have to
make.

wrapperwrapper /r�pə/ noun a piece of paper
used to wrap round something
wrapping

� wrapping /r�pŋ/ noun the paper or
plastic used to wrap something up

wrapping paperwrapping paper /r�pŋ �pepə/ noun
brightly coloured paper used to wrap
presents
wrathwrath /rɒθ/ noun great anger
wreakwreak /ri
k/ (wreaks, wreaking,
wreaked) verb to do something violent
wreathwreath /ri
θ/ noun a circle of flowers or
leaves especially given at a funeral in
memory of the dead person
wreckwreck /rek/ noun 1. a ship which has been
sunk or badly damaged � Divers have dis-
covered the wreck on the seabed. � The
wreck of the ‘Mary Rose’ was found in the
sea near Southampton. 2. anything which
has been damaged and cannot be used �
The police towed away the wreck of the car.
� Their new car is now a total wreck. � verb
(wrecks, wrecking, wrecked) to damage
something very badly � The ship was
wrecked on the rocks in the storm. � The
bank was wrecked by the explosion.
wreckage

� wreckage /rekd�/ noun what is left
of a building, ship or plane etc. after it has
been wrecked
wrenchwrench /rentʃ/ noun 1. a large spanner
which can be adjusted to undo various siz-
es of nut. � monkey wrench 2. a feeling of
sadness at leaving � It will be a wrench to
leave the old office. � verb (wrenches,
wrenching, wrenched) to twist and pull
something violently � She wrenched the
box from his hands and ran off.
wrestwrest /rest/ (wrests, wresting, wrested)
verb to twist, to wrench away
wrestlewrestle /res(ə)l/ (wrestles, wrestling,
wrestled) verb to fight with someone to try
to throw him to the ground
wrestlingwrestling /res(ə)lŋ/ noun the sport of
fighting, but without punching (NOTE: +
wrestler n)
wrigglewriggle /r((ə)l/ (wriggles, wriggling,
wriggled) verb to twist from side to side �
The baby wriggled in her father’s arms. �
The worm wriggled back into the soil.
wringwring /rŋ/ (wrings, wringing, wrung)
verb to twist something, especially to get
water out of it � Wring the face cloth (dry)
after you have used it. � He wrung out his
shirt before putting it to dry.
wrinklewrinkle /rŋkəl/ noun a fold in the skin �
She had an operation to remove wrinkles
round her eyes.
wrinkledwrinkled /rŋkəld/ adj full of lines or
creases
wrist

� wrist /rst/ noun the joint between the
arm and the hand
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wristwatch

wristwatch /rstwɒtʃ/ noun a small
clock worn on a strap around the wrist
writwrit /rt/ noun a legal document which
starts an action in the High Court
write

� write /rat/ (writes, writing, wrote,
written) verb 1. to put words or numbers on
paper etc., with a pen or word processor
etc. � She wrote the address on the back of
an envelope. � Someone wrote ‘down with
the management’ on the wall of the staff
canteen. � Write the reference number at
the top of the letter. 2. to write a letter and
send it to someone [~to] � I’ve written to my
MP about the problem. � Don’t forget to
write as soon as you get to your hotel. � He
wrote a letter to the management to com-
plain about the service. 3. to be the author
of a book or music etc. [~about/on/~for] �
He wrote a book on keeping tropical fish. �
Didn’t you know she used to write for the
‘Sunday Times’?

write back� phrasal verb to answer by
letter
write down� phrasal verb to write some-
thing
write in� phrasal verb to write a letter to
an organisation
write off� phrasal verb 1. to cancel a
debt � The bank couldn’t trace him so
they had to write the debt off. 2. to re-
move an asset from a company’s ac-
counts because it no longer has any value
write out� phrasal verb to write some-
thing in full
write up� phrasal verb to write a text ful-
ly from notes which you have taken � I
took masses of notes, and now I have to
write them up for the local newspaper.

write-offwrite-off /rat ɒf/ noun a total loss, re-
moving an asset from a company’s ac-
counts
write-protectedwrite-protected /rat prə|tektd/ adj
(of a computer disk) which cannot be al-
tered or erased
writer

� writer /ratə/ noun a person who
writes � Who is the writer of this letter? �

She’s the writer of books on gardening.

write-upwrite-up /rat �p/ noun an article about
someone or something in a newspaper
writhewrithe /rað/ (writhes, writhing, writhed)
verb to twist and turn when pain is very se-
vere
writing

� writing /ratŋ/ noun something
which is written � Please don’t phone, re-
ply in writing. � Put everything in writing,
then you have a record of what has been
done.
written

� written1 /rt(ə)n/ adj which has been
put in writing
writtenwritten2 /rt(ə)n/ past participle of write
wrong

� wrong /rɒŋ/ adj 1. not correct � He
gave three wrong answers and failed the
test. � That’s not the right time, is it? – No,
the clock is wrong. � You’ve come to the
wrong house – there’s no one called Jones
living here. � There is something wrong
with the television. � I must have pressed
the wrong button. 2. not suitable � You
came just at the wrong time, when we were
bathing the children. � She was wearing
the wrong sort of dress for a wedding. 3.
not working properly � There is something
wrong with the television. 4. morally bad �
It’s wrong to talk like that about her. �

Cheating in exams is wrong. 5. making
someone worried � adv badly � Everything
went wrong yesterday. � She spelt my name
wrong. � don’t get me wrong don’t put the
wrong meaning on what I’m trying to say
� Don’t get me wrong, I love him dearly but
at times he can be infuriating.
wrongdoingwrongdoing /rɒŋdu
ŋ/ noun a crime
or unlawful act
wronglywrongly /rɒŋli/ adv not correctly
wrote

� wrote /rəυt/ past tense of write
wrought ironwrought iron /�rɔ
t aən/ noun iron
which is bent to make gates and fences etc.
Compare cast iron
wrungwrung /r�ŋ/ past tense and past participle
of wring
wrywry /ra/ adj showing amusement by
twisting your mouth (NOTE: Do not confuse
with rye.)
wtwt abbr weight
wwwwww abbr World Wide Web
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xx /eks/, X noun the twenty-fourth letter of
the alphabet, between W and Y � symbol 1.
a multiplication sign � 3 x 3 = 9. (NOTE: say
‘three times three equals nine’) 2. showing
size � The table top is 24 x 36cm. (NOTE:
say ‘twenty-four by thirty-six centimetres’)
XX /eks/ noun the Roman numeral for ten or
tenth
xenophobiaxenophobia /�zenə|fəυbiə/ noun a dis-
like of foreigners
XLXL abbr extra large
Xmas

� Xmas /krsməs, eksməs/ noun same
as Christmas (informal)
XMLXML /�eks em el/ noun a computer pro-
gramming language designed for web doc-
uments
X-rayX-ray /eks �re/, x-ray noun 1. a type of
radiation that doctors use for taking photo-
graphs of the inside of your body � The X-
ray examination showed the key was inside
the baby’s stomach. � The X-ray depart-
ment is closed for lunch. 2. a photograph
taken with X-rays � The X-ray showed that
the bone was broken in two places. � They
will take an X-ray of his leg. � She was sent
to hospital for an X-ray. � verb (X-rays, X-
raying, X-rayed) to take an X-ray photo-
graph of someone � There are six patients
waiting to be X-rayed. � They X-rayed my
leg to see if it was broken.
xylophonexylophone /zaləfəυn/ noun a musical
instrument consisting of wooden or metal
bars of different lengths which make dif-
ferent notes when you tap them with a little
hammer
yy /wa/, Y noun the twenty-fifth letter of
the alphabet, between X and Z
yachtyacht /jɒt/ noun 1. a sailing boat used for
pleasure and sport 2. a large comfortable
boat with a motor � She spent her holiday
on a yacht in the Mediterranean.
yankyank /j�ŋk/ (yanks, yanking, yanked)
verb to give something a sudden sharp pull
� Yank that string and it should ring a bell
in the bar. � She tried to yank the pram out
of the mud.

yapyap /j�p/ (yaps, yapping, yapped) verb
(of a small dog) to bark � Her wretched lit-
tle dog was yapping all the time.
yard

� yard /jɑ
d/ noun 1. a measurement of
length, equal to 0.914 metres � The police
station is only yards away from where the
fight took place. � Can you move your car
a couple of yards as it is blocking the en-
trance to our garage? 2. an area of con-
crete at the back or side of a house � We
keep our bikes in the yard.
yardstickyardstick /jɑ
dstk/ noun a standard for
measurement
yarnyarn /jɑ
n/ noun a long piece of wool used
in knitting or weaving � She sells yarn
from the wool of her sheep.
yawnyawn /jɔ
n/ (yawns, yawning, yawned)
verb to open your mouth wide and breathe
in and out deeply when you are tired or
bored � He went on speaking for so long
that half the people at the meeting started
yawning or started to yawn. (NOTE: + yawn
n)
ydyd abbr yard
yeahyeah /jeə/ interj yes
year

� year /jə/ noun 1. a period of time last-
ing twelve months, from January 1st to De-
cember 31st � Columbus discovered Amer-
ica in the year 1492. � Great celebrations
which took place in the year 2000. � Last
year we did not have any holiday. � Next
year she’s going on holiday in Australia. �
The weather was very bad for most of the
year. 2. a period of twelve months from a
particular time � We spent five years in
Hong Kong. � He died two hundred years
ago today. � She’ll be eleven years old to-
morrow. � How many years have you been
working for the company? � all year round
working or open for the whole year � The
museum is open all year round.
yearbookyearbook /jəbυk/ noun a reference
book which is published each year with up-
dated or new information
yearlyyearly /jəli/ adj, adv which happens eve-
ry year or once a year � They make a yearly
trip to London to do their Christmas shop-
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ping. � My yearly subscription to the muse-
um is only £25.00.
yearnyearn /j#
n/ (yearns, yearning, yearned)
verb to want something that may not be
easy to get very much � She’s yearning for
some peace and quiet.
yeastyeast /ji
st/ noun a living fungus used to
make bread and to ferment alcohol
yellyell /jel/ (yells, yelling, yelled) verb to
shout very loudly (NOTE: + yell n)
yellow

� yellow /jeləυ/ adj of a colour like that
of the sun or of gold � His new car is bright
yellow. � She’s wearing yellow sandals. �

At this time of year the fields are full of yel-
low flowers. � noun the colour of the sun or
gold
yellow cardyellow card /�jeləυ kɑ
d/ noun in foot-
ball, a card that a referee shows when giv-
ing a player a warning
yellowishyellowish /jeləυʃ/ adj of a colour that is
close to yellow
yellow pages

� yellow pages /�jeləυ ped�z/ trade-
mark a section of a telephone directory
printed on yellow paper, which lists busi-
nesses under various headings, such as
computer shops, newsagent’s etc. � He
looked up ‘airlines’ in the yellow pages.
yelpyelp /jelp/ (yelps, yelping, yelped) verb
(usually of animals) to give a short cry of
pain or excitement � The dogs were yelping
in the back of the car. (NOTE: + yelp n)
yepyep adv, interj yes
yes

� yes /jes/ adv a word showing that you
agree with someone, accept something, or
give permission for something � They
asked her if she wanted to come and she
said ‘yes’. � Anyone want more coffee? –
Yes, please. � You don’t like living in Lon-
don? – Yes I do! � Didn’t you work in Scot-
land at one time? – Yes, I did. � I need a
clear answer – is it ‘yes’ or ‘no’?
yesterday

� yesterday /jestəde/ adv, noun the
day before today � Yesterday was March
1st so today must be the 2nd. � She came to
see us yesterday evening.
yet

� yet /jet/ adv now, before now, or until
now � Has the manager arrived yet? � I
haven’t seen her yet this morning. � Don’t
throw the newspaper away – I haven’t read
it yet. � conj however � He’s very small and
yet he can kick a ball a long way. � It was
starting to snow, and yet he went out with-
out a coat.
yieldyield /ji
ld/ noun the quantity of a crop or
a product produced from a plant or from an
area of land � What is the normal yield per
hectare? � verb (yields, yielding, yielded)
1. to produce a result 2. to produce a crop

or a product 3. to do or agree to do some-
thing that you have been trying not to do
yoyo /jəυ/ interj used as an informal greeting
yogayoga /jəυ(ə/ noun a system of exercises
and meditation practised by Hindu think-
ers, now popular in western countries as a
way of keeping fit and relaxing
yoghurtyoghurt /jɒ(ət/, yogurt noun milk
which has become slightly sour and thicker
after bacteria are added, often flavoured
with fruit � a pot of raspberry yoghurt
yolkyolk /jəυk/ noun the yellow part inside an
egg (NOTE: Do not confuse with yoke.)
you

� you /jυ, ju
/ pron 1. referring to some-
one being spoken to � Are you ready? �

You look tired, you should rest a bit. � If I
give you my address will you give me
yours? � Hello, how are you? � Are you
both keeping well? 2. referring to anyone �
You never know when you might need a
penknife. � You have to be very tall to be a
policeman.
you’d

� you’d /ju
d/ short for 1. you had 2. you
would
you’ll

� you’ll /ju
l/ short for you will
young

� young /j�ŋ/ adj (younger, youngest)
not old � She’s very young, she’s only six.
� He became Prime Minister when he was
still a young man. � My little brother’s
much younger than me or than I am. � In
the afternoon there are TV programmes for
very young children. � This is where your
Daddy lived when he was young. � noun
young animals or birds � Animals fight to
protect their young.
youngsteryoungster /j�ŋstə/ noun a young per-
son � My grandparents don’t understand
today’s youngsters.
your

� your /jɔ
/ adj belonging to you � I hope
you didn’t forget to bring your toothbrush.
� This letter is for your brother.
you’re

� you’re /jυə, jɔ
/ short for you are
yours

� yours /jɔ
z/ pron belonging to you �
This is my car – where’s yours? � My car’s
in the garage, can I borrow yours?
yourselfyourself /jə|self/ pron relating to ‘you’
as a subject � Why do you wash the car
yourself, when you could easily take it to
the car wash? � Watch out for the broken
glass – you might hurt yourself. � I hope
you are all going to enjoy yourselves.
youth

� youth /ju
θ/ noun 1. a young man �

Gangs of youths were causing trouble in
the village. � A youth, aged 16, was arrest-
ed for possessing drugs. 2. a period when
you are young, especially the time between
being a child and being an adult � In his
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youth he was a great traveller. � I haven’t
done that since the days of my youth!
youth clubyouth club /�ju�θ kl	b/ noun a club
where young people meet
youthfulyouthful /�ju�θf(ə)l/ adj young
youth hostelyouth hostel /�ju�θ hɒst(ə)l/ noun a
building where young travellers or walkers
can stay the night cheaply
you’ve

� you’ve /ju�v/ short for you have
yo-yoyo-yo /�jəυ jəυ/ noun a toy made of two
round pieces and a string which you make
the toy run up and down � Yo-yos were very
popular when I was at school.
yryr abbr year
yuckyuck /j	k/ interj used to show that some-
thing has a nasty taste
yuckyyucky /�j	ki/ adj not nice, unpleasant
yummyyummy /�j	mi/ adj delicious (informal)
zz /zed/, Z noun US the last and twenty-
sixth letter of the alphabet
zanyzany /�zeni/ (zanier, zaniest) adj wildly
mad
zapzap /z�p/ (zaps, zapping, zapped) verb
(informal) 1. to hit or kill someone 2. to shut
down the television using the remote con-
trol
zealzeal /zi�l/ noun keenness or eagerness
zealouszealous /�zeləs/ adj eager, too efficient
zebra crossingzebra crossing /zebrə �krɒsŋ/ noun a
place marked with black and white lines
where traffic stops to allow you to walk
across a road
zenithzenith /�zenθ/ noun the highest point,
point of greatest achievement � The so-
prano retired at the zenith of her career. �

The British Empire reached its zenith at the
beginning of the 20th century.
zero

� zero /�zərəυ/ noun 1. the number 0 �
To make an international call you dial zero
zero (00), followed by the number of the
country. 2. the temperature at which water
freezes � The temperature stayed below
zero for days. (NOTE: no plural in this sense)
3. nothing � They stole all our stock – we
were left with zero. (NOTE: no plural in this
sense)

zero in phrasal verb to go straight to
something

zestzest /zest/ noun 1. enthusiasm or enjoy-
ment � Her zest for playing football made
her apply to join the local club. 2. a thin
piece of orange or lemon peel � Grate the
zest of one lemon and add it to the cake
mix.
zigzagzigzag /�z�z��/ adj, noun used to de-
scribe a line which turns one way, then the

opposite way � There are zigzag lines
painted at pedestrian crossings to show
that cars must not stop there.
zilchzilch /zltʃ/ noun nothing (informal)
zillionzillion /�zljən/ noun a huge number
(informal) � Zillions of people watched the
game on TV.
zinc

zinc /zŋk/ noun a hard bright light-col-
oured metal
zipzip /zp/ noun a device for closing open-
ings on clothes and bags, consisting of two
rows of teeth which lock together
(informal) � The zip of my anorak is broken.
� Can you do up the zip at the back of my
dress? � verb (zips, zipping, zipped) 1.
also zip up to close something using a zip
� He zipped up his bag. 2. to go fast � Cars
were zipping past us on the motorway.
ZIP codeZIP code /�zp kəυd/ noun US a trade-
mark for the numbers used to indicate a US
postal delivery area in an address on an en-
velope
zip drivezip drive /�zp drav/ trademark a trade-
mark for a piece of computer equipment
that makes large computer files smaller for
easier storage or faster transmission
zipperzipper /�zpə/ US same as zip
zitzit /zt/ noun a pimple or spot on the skin
zombiezombie /�zɒmbi/ noun 1. (in the West In-
dies) a dead body which is revived and con-
trolled by witchcraft 2. a person who is un-
able to think � After thirteen hours in the
plane I felt like a zombie.
zone

� zone /zəυn/ noun an area � Police cars
are patrolling the inner city zones.
zoozoo /zu�/ noun a place where wild animals
are kept, and where people can go to see
them
zoo-keeperzoo-keeper /zu� �ki�pə/ noun a person
whose job is to look after the animals in a
zoo
zoologist

zoologist /zu� |�ɒləd"st, zəυ |�ɒləd"st/
noun a person who studies animals
zoology

zoology /zu�|�ɒləd"i, zəυ |�ɒləd"i/ noun
the study of animals
zoomzoom /zu�m/ (zooms, zooming,
zoomed) verb to go very fast � Cars were
zooming past me on the motorway.
zoom lens

� zoom lens /�zu�m lenz/ noun a cam-
era lens which allows you to change quick-
ly from distant to close-up shots while still
keeping in focus
zzz

zzz noun a representation of the sound
made by somebody sleeping, often used in
cartoons
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Irregular Verbs
Verb Past tense Past participle
arise arose arisen
awake awoke awoken
be was, were been
bear bore borne
beat beat beaten
become became become
befall befell befallen
begin began begun
bend bent bent
beseech besought, beseeched besought, beseeched
beset beset beset
bet bet bet
bid bid bid
bind bound bound
bite bit bitten
bleed bled bled
blow blew blown
break broke broken
breed bred bred
bring brought brought
broadcast broadcast broadcast
build built built
burn burnt, burned burnt, burned
burst burst burst
buy bought bought
cast cast cast
catch caught caught
choose chose chosen
cling clung clung
come came come
cost cost cost
creep crept crept
cut cut cut
deal dealt dealt
dig dug dug
dive dived, (US) dove dived
do did done
draw drew drawn
dream dreamed, dreamt dreamed, dreamt
drink drank drunk
drive drove driven
dwell dwelt, dwelled dwelt, dwelled
eat ate eaten
fall fell fallen
feed fed fed
feel felt felt
fight fought fought
find found found
flee fled fled
fling flung flung
fly flew flown
forbid forbade forbidden
forecast forecast forecast
foresee foresaw foreseen
forget forgot forgotten
forgive forgave forgiven
forgo forwent forgone
forsake forsook forsaken
freeze froze frozen
get got got, (US) gotten
give gave given
go went gone
grind ground ground
grow grew grown
hang hung hung
have had had
hear heard heard
hide hid hidden
hit hit hit
hold held held



Irregular Verbs continued
Verb Past tense Past participle
hurt hurt hurt
input inputted, input inputted, input
interweave interwove interwoven
keep kept kept
kneel knelt, kneeled knelt, kneeled
knit knit, knitted knit, knitted
know knew known
lay laid laid
lead led led
lean leant, leaned leant, leaned
leap leapt, leaped leapt, leaped
learn learnt, learned learnt, learned
leave left left
lend lent lent
let let let
lie lay lain
light lit lit
lose lost lost
make made made
mean meant meant
meet met met
mislay mislaid mislaid
mislead misled misled
misspell misspelt, misspelled misspelt, misspelled
mistake mistook mistaken
misunderstand misunderstood misunderstood
mow mowed mowed, mown
outdo outdid outdone
outgrow outgrew outgrown
overcome overcame overcome
overdo overdid overdone
overdraw overdrew overdrawn
overeat overate overeaten
overhang overhung overhung
overhear overheard overheard
overpay overpaid overpaid
override overrode overridden
overrun overrun overrun
oversee oversaw overseen
overtake overtook overtaken
overthrow overthrew overthrown
pay paid paid
put put put
quit quit quit
read read read
redo redid redone
repay repaid repaid
rerun reran rerun
reset reset reset
rethink rethought rethought
rewind rewound rewound
rewrite rewrote rewritten
rid rid rid
ride rode ridden
ring rang rung
rise rose risen
run ran run
saw sawed sawn
say said said
see saw seen
seek sought sought
sell sold sold
send sent sent
set set set
sew sewed sewed, sewn
shake shook shaken
shear sheared sheared, shorn
shed shed shed
shine shone shone



Irregular Verbs continued
Verb Past tense Past participle
shoot shot shot
show showed shown
shrink shrank shrunk
shut shut shut
sing sang sung
sink sank sunk
sit sat sat
slay slew slain
sleep slept slept
slide slid slid
sling slung slung
slink slunk slunk
slit slit slit
smell smelt, smelled smelt, smelled
sow sowed sown
speak spoke spoken
speed sped sped
spell spelt, spelled spelt, spelled
spend spent spent
spill spilt, spilled spilt, spilled
spin spun spun
spit spat spat
split split split
spoil spoilt, spoiled spoilt, spoiled
spread spread spread
spring sprang sprung
stand stood stood
steal stole stolen
stick stuck stuck
sting stung stung
stink stank stunk
stride strode strode
strike struck struck
strive strove striven
swear swore sworn
sweep swept swept
swell swelled swelled, swollen
swim swam swum
swing swung swung
take took taken
teach taught taught
tear tore torn
tell told told
think thought thought
thrive thrived, throve thrived
throw threw thrown
thrust thrust thrust
tread trod trodden
understand understood understood
undergo underwent undergone
undertake undertook undertaken
undo undid undone
unwind unwound unwound
uphold upheld upheld
upset upset upset
wake woke woken
wear wore worn
weave wove woven
wet wet, wetted wet, wetted
weep wept wept
win won won
wind wound wound
withdraw withdrew withdrawn
withhold withheld withheld
withstand withstood withstood
wreak wreaked, wrought wreaked, wrought
wring wrung wrung
write wrote written



How to say ...

The Alphabet
A /e/ N /en/
B /bi�/ O /əυ/
C /si�/ P /pi�/
D /di�/ Q /kju�/
E /i�/ R /ɑ�/
F /ef/ S /es/
G /d�i�/ T /ti�/
H /etʃ/ U /ju�/
I /a/ V /vi�/
J /d�e/ W /�d�b(ə)lju�/
K /ke/ X /eks/
L /el/ Y /wa/
M /em/ Z /zed/, (US) /zi�/

Numbers
1, 2, 3, 4 one, two, three, four
I,II, III, IV
1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th first, second, third, fourth
5, 6, 7, 8 five, six, seven, eight
V VI, VII, VIII
5th, 6th, 7th, 8th fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth
9, 10, 11, 12 nine, ten, eleven, twelve
IX, X, XI, XII
9th, 10th 11th, 12th ninth, tenth, eleventh, twelfth
13, 14, 15, 16 thirteen, fourteen, fifteen, sixteen
XIII, XIV, XV, XVI
13th, 14th,15th, 16th thirtheenth, fourteenth, fifteenth, sixteenth
17, 18, 19, 20 seventeen, eighteen, nineteen, twenty
XVII, XVIII, XIX, XX
17th, 18th,19th, 20th seventeenth, eighteenth, nineteenth, twentieth
21, 22, 23 twenty-one, twenty-two, twenty-three
XX1, XXII, XXIII
21st, 22nd, 23rd twenty-first, twenty-second, twenty-third
30, 31, 32 thirty, thirty-one, thirty-two
XXX, XXX1, XXXII
40, 50, 60, 70, 80, 90 forty, fifty, sixty, seventy, eighty, ninety
XL, L, LX, LXX, LXXX, XC
40th, 50th, 60th, 70th, 80th, 90th fortieth, fiftieth, sixtieth, seventieth, eightieth, ninetieth
100,101 one hundred, a hundred; one hundred and one,
C, CI a hundred and one
200, 300, 400, 500 two hundred, three hundred, four hundred, five hundred
CC, CCC, CCCC, D
1,000 one thousand, a thousand
M
10,000 ten thousand
1,000,000 one million, a million
1,000,000,000 one billion, a billion



How to say ...

Decimals
0.5 zero point five, point five
0.25 zero point two five, point two five
2.5 two point five

Money
£1 one pound, a pound
30p thirty pence, thirty pee
£1.25 one pound twenty-five (pee), one twenty-five
£27.36 twenty-seven pounds thirty-six (pee)
$1 one dollar, a dollar
10¢ ten cents, or (US) a dime
25¢ twenty-five cents,  or (US) a quarter
$1.25 one dollar twenty-five, a dollar twenty-five, one twenty-five

Telephone numbers
020 7921 3567 oh-two-oh, seven-nine-two-one, three-five-six-seven

Years
1905 nineteen oh five, nineteen hundred and five
1998 nineteen ninety-eight
the 1900s, the 1900’s the nineteen hundreds
2000 two thousand, the year two thousand
2005 two thousand and five

Dates
2.1.98 or 2/1/98 the second of January, nineteen ninety eight, or (US)

February first, nineteen ninety eight (NOTE: European and
British dates are written with the day before the month,
American dates are written with the month before the day.)

Some words with numbers
999, (US) 911, (Australia) 000 nine nine nine, (US) nine one one, (Australia) triple oh

(NOTE: the number to phone in an emergency)
24/7 twenty-four seven (NOTE: means ‘all the time’)
9/11 nine eleven (NOTE: the eleventh of September 2001, when

many people died in a terrorist attack in New York)
the big 40, 50, etc. the big four oh, five oh, etc. (NOTE: used humorously to

refer to a fortieth or fiftieth, etc. birthday)
A1 /�ei �w�n/ (NOTE: means ‘excellent’)
A1, A12, B125, etc. /�ei �w�n/, /�ei 'twelv/, /�bi� w�n tu� �faiv/, etc. (NOTE: the

numbering system for roads in Great Britain)
4x4 four by four (NOTE: a vehicle with four-wheel drive)
4WD four-wheel drive (NOTE: a system in which engine power

drives all four wheels of a vehicle, or a vehicle with this
system)

H2O /�eitʃtu��əυ/ (NOTE: The chemical formula is sometimes
used to say ‘water’.)

M1, M25, etc. /�em �w�n/, /�em twenti �fav/, etc. (NOTE: the numbering
system for motorways in Great Britain)

Numbers are sometimes used as abbreviations in e-mails, text messages or adverts.
2day today CUL8R see you later L8R later
4U for you F2F face to face M8 mate
B4 before GR8 great P2P person to

person












